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PREFACE

During the Spring of 1940, the armies of Adolph Hitler
had sub jugated in rapld suecession Denmark, Norway, The
Netherlisnds, Belglium, and Prance., 7To many ocbservers the
British Isles would obviously be the Fuehrer's next target.
Yet, in spite of the germans having drawn up elaborate plans
for the invasion of BEngland, the ¥azi ™jackboots™ never
erossed the Channel, MNany factors appeared to play a part
in turning Hitler away from this precaricus operation, a few
of which can be definitely identified: (1) the British fleet
8till ruled the high sess in spite of its heavy lesses to
german U~boats and bombers, (2) the Cermans were unsuecessful
in winning eontrol of the air cover the British Isles, (3) "the
gnglish Channel was a very good anti-tank obstacle,"l (4) the
determination of the English people prodded on by Winston
Churchill tc resist the Nazl juggernaut to the bltter end,
and (5) the Soviet menace that loomed aever larger scross the

German eastern horizon.

lrhe phrase was used by General Maxime Weygand shortly
after the fall of France. See: . E. Black and E. .
Helmrelch, Twentieth Century Europe (New York: Alfred A,
Kﬂ@?r, 1@53)‘ PD “‘*i 7

111



Besides an implacable hatred toward the Soviet state,
the Fuehrer had other good reasons to be leery of the
"Russian bear.” While the German armies had been operating
in Prance, the Soviet ecolossus had transferred the status
of Latvlia, Lithuania, and Hastonlia from "spheres of influence®
to states of the Sovlet Union. Besssrabia and Bueavina were
slso incorporated into "mether Russis.® Puture trade between
Yugoslavia and Russia was provided for in sn agreament between
these two Slav states at a time when the former was already
"one bundred percent at the disposal of the Axis."2 fhe
Communist parties were gaining support in the Balkans, raw
material shipments from the Soviet Unlon were slowing down,
while & rumored new invaslion of Finlend was scheduled for
August 15, 1940.3 Moreover, the Fuehrer seemed to be con~
vinced that the rescluie attitude of the British was partially
based on the hope thet Russia would enter the war on their
aides Thus the British bad to elther be diplomatically or
militarily deprived of their "lsst remaining hepe on the

continent”4 while the Cerman land armies were largely intact

2zeneraloberst Franz Halder, "The Private War Journal
of Generslsberst Frang Halder (Chlef of the CGeneral 3taff of
the Supreme Command of the German Army, 1935-1942)." Re~
leased by the 0ffice of the Chief Historian, Hsadquarters
Buropean Commend: United 3tates Army, 1950 (Mimeographed).
Vol. VI., September 3, 1240.

3Ibid., August 21, 1940,
4gric von Raeder, My Life. Trens. Henry W. Drexel
(Annapolis: U.5. Naval Institute, 1880), p. 338.
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and strong. After solving the Russlian question the Germans
could then convert many of their resources used for the
maintenance of large ground forces to the navy and alr force=-
prerequisites for the final defest of Britalin and pessibly -
the United States.S

Then on Qctober 28, 1940, Mussoliniis armles invaded
Greece, undoubtably against Hitler's wishes,® The Italian
armies were soon haltsed in the Greek mountain valleya and
were even burled back into Albanla at several points, The
British navy and alir force lodged themselves in the strategic
islands of Lemnos and Crete, thus constituting a threat to
the Rumenian il fields whieh provided much of $he fuel for
the Cerman mechanlized units. Horeover the Britlsh presence
soculd possibly throw the whole Ralkans into turmoll by
building up anti~Axis sentiments in the area and possibly
compromise Witlert'a plans toward the Zevist unlon. Hencs,
the Fuehrer felt oblliged te bail out his Axis partnsr. The
subsegquent Ralkan Campaigns and their over~all effgct on the
German invasion of Russia commencing on June 28, 1241, ls
the major tople of this thesis.

The topliec is espscially challenging because of the

¢onflict between various authors. GSome, including

SHitler was considering the Uuited States as a possible
and probable enemy 8z early as July 9, 1940, 3See: Halder,
yol. VI, July 9, 1940,

61pid,, October 15, 1940, glves Hitler's desire of
"net wanting any new theatres of war."



#winston Churchill end B. H. Liddelil Hart,’ feel that the
Britisb declsion to Iintervens Iln the Balkans forced a
9438cond front™ on the Germans prior to theilr invesion of
Russia and probably played a decisive role in saving Russla
from a possible defest. They take the view that even though
this BEritish strateglic move wes largely abortive it had
delayed the invasion of Russla, caused en added expenditurse
of men and egquipment, and enlarged the area of responsibility
for the Axls,

Conversely, other authers, Including Heinz Guderian and
wlsdyslaw Anders,2 contend that the German diversion into
theo Balkans had little apprecisble influence on the German
campalgn in Russla. These writers point out that the Zermen
casunlties were relatively low in the Palkan campaligns and
the expendliture of materlial and supplles insignificant.
Many of this latter greoup further surmise that due te bad
weather in Poland and western Russis during the Spring of
1941, the invesion of Russle would have haed to be postponed
snywey. These authors tend te blams the Pushrer for the

German defeat in Russia elther through his policles on

Twineton 5. Churchill, The Grand Allisnce (Boston:
Houghton Mifflin Co., 1950), "Herealter citsd &8 The CGrand
Allience; B, H. Liddel Hart, The Jerman Cenerals Talk
(Fow Tork: wWilllam Morvow 7 0., 1L048). '

Bieinz Quderian, Panzer Leader, Trans. by Constantine
Fitzgibbon (New York: =T. P. Dutton & Co. Inc., 1958); and
Wladyslas Anders, Hitler's Defeat In Russia (Chicago: Henry
Regnery Co., 1988)57 This 1atta¥ source doss not elaborate
on the Balkan ¢ampaign buit finds numerous other reasoans for
Hitlerts defeat,
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oceupation and subjugaetion of the "Slav" areas, or because
of the Fuehrer's command decislons-~often In conflict with
the atrateglc concepts of the Cerman High Command. The long
German supply lines and the Russiaen weather ars alsc factors
considered by this group but seem to beo relegated to & role
of lesser importance.

This study cannot hope to eliminate all conflicts over
this phase of history. Bven the facts available might be
subject to various interpretations. Furthermore the unknown
elements of intultion and duplicity that often permeated the
Fuehrerts decisions cannot be measured with total accuracy.
However this author hopes by close examination and care in
detall;, to add dimension to Operation Marita and its conse-

quential effects on Barbarocssa.
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THE GERMAN INVASION OF THE BALEANS

AND

ITS EFFECT OW BARBAROSSA



CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION
(Hitler's Timetable, July 19840 te April 6, 1941)

In order better to understand the effsoct of the Serman~
Balkan campaignsl on the German invasion of Russia commencing
on June 82, 1941, it l1s nscessary to place the Pushrerts
fateful decisions of 1940~1941, dealing with the abeve-mentioned
military campaigns in & proper perspective. When did Hitler
order the exzecution of the varlious Balken campalgns? Pinsally,
did the German Invasion in the Balkans really bring about a
postponement of the German invaslon of Russla?

Numerous authors maintain that Hitler's irrevocable
decialon to invade Russla was made within several weeks after
the surrender of France.® fThe reasons given for the Fuehrer
taking this fateful step at this time vary among the several
authors, Some maintain that Hitler was simply fulfilling his

lmhe invasions of Greace, ¥Yugoslavis, and Crete.

QAmang the authors taking this point of view are;
Gustav Hilger and Alfred Meyer in The Ineompatible Allies,
German-Soviet Relations 1918-1941 THew Jork: The Macmillan
Gos, 1PB3); and L. B Sbaviienos in The Balkans Since 1453
(New York: Rinehart and Co,, Inc., 1588), "he armistice was
signed by the French on June 282, 1840,

1



promises presented In such earlier works as Meln Kampfl and

Hitler's "last will and testament™ to provide agrioculturally
useful space in the east™ for the Cerman people. Others
contend that the fateful decislon was made by the Pushrer
because he sincersly belleved that the defeat of the British
could only be achieved by eliminating "their lsst hope on

the continent,™ Hussia. A few, considering the decision of
July 31, as irrevocable, accept a little of both of the
pravious arguments a8 playing a role in helping the PFushrer
pmake up his mind,

The question, 18 not so much why aes it is whether Hitler
gotually mede an irrevocable decisifon on July 31, 1840. To
this end, the records of July, 1840, and the subsequent
svents relating to German~3oviet relations must be examined.

As early as July 13, 1940, Hitler told his top gensrals
in a conference at the Berghof that "England ig beaten" and
that her "persistent unwillingness to make peace was only to
be explained by her hops of winning Russia to her side."%

On July 18, 1940, Halder noted in his war Journal that

"Russia's interest not to let us grow big 1is recognized."d

S1ssued on Wovember 5, 1987. The full text of this
document cen be found in: U.5., War Department, Hasi

b@nggiraez and A Araaﬁign (weshington: U.8. GoveFnmant
riniing @fﬁa H4dGw ]l 3}3 Yole IIZ.s DD 298-308,

Hereafter aitad as %azi Conspiraey and Aggression,

£ £

4galder, Vol. VI, July 13, 1940,
S1bid., July 19, 1840,
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This i3 followed up on July 2l with Hitlerts requesting
Fleld Marshal Walther von Brauchitash to situdy the "Russien
problem® and submit plans for & possible Cerman campaign
against the Soviet 3ﬁiéﬂ¢§ Cu July 28, Eitler informed

Fleld Marshal ¥Wilhelm Kéitel and Ceneral Alfred Jodl of his
decision to invade Russis ss early as ths coming fall.

Keitel and Jodl, sccording to the teatimony of the latter,
convineed Hitler that en invaglon of Russia in the fall of
thet year was not only impractlcal but impossible. Hitler
then accepted the idea ef an invasion of Russia in the spring
of 1941.” Consequently on July 29, Jedl erdered the High
Command Operations Stalf to prepare outlines for an cperation
against Russla., That same day, Hitler told the then (olonsl
Walter Warlimont that ”if‘it was not his deecision it was his
intentzaﬁ to wage war on Russia."® Two days later, on July
31, toward the end of a conference aﬁ Operstion Sea Lion,®
Hitler informed his top military commandsrs of his decision

to invade the Soviet Unlen, cencluding that:

63,3., Department of the Army, The Germam G&ﬁsai;n in
tha Balkans (Spring 1941) and the SeiZurs a ® (Washington:
“Hovernment ?r%n ting offles, 19837, pe L ﬁareafter

eiﬁsﬁ a8 The Cerman Csmpaign in the %alka&s,

Tye8., Adjutant Generalts Department, Trisls of War
Griminals before the Nursmburg Kilit ?ribunals under the
Control Coundll Law Ho. 1D, Oetober - &pPLii 194D
{Weshington: ﬁ&ﬁ?“@svarnmeﬂ?‘?rlnfing 5f§ia@, 1981-Te52),
Vol. X, pp. 9856-888, Hereafter clted as Trials of wWar
Criminals.

81bid., p. 956. Later Warlimont 1s promoted to general.

9Code name for the German invasion of England,




Russia is the factor on which Britain is

relying the most . . . with Russia smashed,

Britein's last hope will be shattered., Cermany

then will be master of Rurepe and the RBalkans.

Declsion: Russliat's destruction must there-

fore be made & part of this struggle. Spring 1941,

The sooner Russla 18 erushed the beltter. « «

If we start in Hay 14l, we would have [ive months

to finish the job.:0

Caze Otto was the code name asaigned to this project
during 1ts sarly stsges. During the remaindser of the summer
and fall twe different teams of staff officers worked out
gensral plans for an invasion of Ruasia. Accerding to the
testimony of Pileld Marshal Friedrich Paulus, both general
outlines were completsad in Houvember, 1940,+%

Thus 1t appears that Hitler had firmly made up his mind
to invade the Soviet Unlon in July, 1940, Or does 1t? Some
historians, even afier reviewing the events during July, might
not be so hasty with thelr final judgment. They nmight argue
that Hitler needed troops in the east to protect his deterio-
rating frontiers from & "real" Soviet menace., This would

enable the Fushrer to deal with the Soviets from & position

10gplder, vols VI, July 31, 1940,

llvts., War Department, Nazl Consplracy and Aggressions
Opinion and Judgement (Washington: CIflce of the United States
Egia? ef”ﬁ%unﬁa% from Prosecution of Axis Criminality, U.3.
Government Printing 0ffice, 1947}, ps 45. Hereafter cited as
Nazl Conspiracy and Aggression: Opinion and Judgement.
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of powsr, possibly the only way Stalin would listend® If the
Russlans still refused to back down in the face of the rapild
German bulldup, Hitler could then fgll back en his war plans,
The sense of urgency, of course, had to be planted in the
minds of the Fuehreris genarﬁl&; with many working toward
the common goal of & German invesion of Ruszla, the desired
results would more likely be fortheoming; but, the Fuehrerts
decislon of July 31, 1940, wa2 not irrevecabls,

there 18 muoch te be sald in favor of this line of
p@a&@ﬁingts The Russiens, so lt appears, were massing troops
for an invasion of Rumenia, and "Russian forces wers reported
to be allotted for operations agalnst Pinland as of 18 Auge~
ust 13 In the Fuehrer's opinion the Seoviets were ready te
"go with Bulgaria and Yugoslavia te the 3traits, the Aegean,
and the Adriatlie."l4 Hitler was not prepared to see the
hated Soviets grow stronger at the expense of the interests
of the Third Releh. The Puehrer mads this clear when he saids

"It 12 in our lnterest to maéintain the

status guo in the Balkans. In the Baltie tove it
ig (tp) our beneflt to keep a situation which

i80te Hitlerts letter to Mussolini on December 3, 1940,
implying that Hitler did not expeet trouble from Stalin as
long a8 Germany remained strong in the east, Excerpts can be
found in John 4. Luktses, The Great Powers and Bastern Burope
(Hew York; American Book Ubes LODS)s Ds 557

13zalder, Vol. VI, August 12, 1940,
l4rukacs, p. 321,




might %at smbarrass our strategle position in the
aras. 1

The "deciaior® of July therefore brought German troops
to the deteriaréting eastern frontiers, possibly saved Pinland,
and enabled Hitler te guarantee the territerlial intsgrity of
what wes left of Rumenia after the "Vienna Award."l8 purthere
more the troops helped to emphasize the idea that Hitler felt
that the proper place for the Russlans was sast of the Danube
and out of the Falkans,

Koreover,; aa an indicatlion that the Fushrer had not
yet entered a "one way street" as far as the Russians wers
conecerned, ons needs only to review his actions after the
Tripartite Paet was signed between Jermany, Japan, and Italy.
Hitler was gulek %o point ocut that this "Pact" was not aimed
at the Soviet Unlon and invited Russia te Jein the Axis in
"dividing up the estats of defunct Britain,"17

It was, so continues this line of reasoning, only after
the Fuehrer becsme convinced that Stalin would nelther leave
the Balkans nor bscoms engaged in the war against the British
that Hitler decided once and for all that the Soviet Union

had to be eliminsted, 'This sgssurance wes reached during

l5galder, Vol. VI, September 24, 1940,

1696 Axis representatives meeting in Vienna toward
the end of August, 1940, agreed to glve Worthsrn Transylvania
to Hungary and Southern Dobruja to Bulgarla. Both of these
countries thereby became indebted to the Axis.

17galder, Vol. VI, September 30, 1840.



¥ovembar, 1940, by the Puehrer. It started with Hitler's
meeting with NMolotov, the Russian foreign minister, on
Hovenber 12 (the same day the Puehrer had ilssued a "direc~
tive®™ for the simultaneous invasion of Oreece sand Glbraltar)
and concluded with Stalints final reply on November 87, 1940,
During this same periocd the Fushrer wrote to Wusesolini plead-
ing with the lattsr to do gverything in hils power™ to divert
Russis's sttention from the Balkans to the Wear and Middle
Past,"18

foase Otto" had recelved little psreonal attention from
the Fuehrer up to this peint, according to the testimony of
General Paulus, and was only revived as & major teople eof
discusslion at the Fushrer's mili@aﬁy conferences after the
attempted negotiations with the Soviets had proved fruite
lese.+? goon after, on December 5, 1940, Hitler informed his
military ecommanders that: "Preparations must get undsrway in
accordance with our basic plan, Proposed date {for the
invasion of Rusaia): g&ﬁhggrggz*ge

The Pushrer followed this up on December 18, 1940, with
his "irrevocable" directive, &3 some have claimed, for the

invasion of Russia in order to "prevent its becoming a

181ukace, p. 336,

185az1 Censplrecy and Apgression, Opinion and Judgement.

20pelder, Vol. VI, December 5, 1840, (Italics, mine.)



possible danger on the continent later.® According to this
"nirective No. 21," which was issued to all top commanders,
all "preparations” were to bs sompleted "as of May 15,
%&*nﬁl

Even 8o thers rsmain doubts as to whether this was the.
Fuehrer's finel decision. The directlivs goes on to aay:

It must be clesarly understcod that all

orders to be given by the sommanders in chlef

on the basis of this dlirestive are precautlionary

m@@#uﬁ@p‘im sags R&agéa should change her present

attitude toward us.

In spite of the Pushrer's reservatlons, 1t 1ls possible
to conclude that the deelsion of December 138, 1940, was
irrevocable. 4 definite tlime 1liwit was gstablisbed in apite
of the testimony of Grand Admiral Eric Raeder to the con~
trary.?® (ase Barbarossa, as the projected Germsn invasien
of Russia was now called, was belng c¢losely followed by the
top German commanders. Pleld ¥arshal Wilhelm Ritter von Leeb
on Febpruary 5, 1941, informed hils top szubordinates that all
preliminary work must be completed "sc that an attack en

Russis 1z possible from ¥ay 16, onward."2%¢

2lyneller-alllsbrand, Das Heer, 1933-1945 (Darmetadt:
E. S. Bittler & Sohn, 1954), Vol, 11, p. 86. Hereslfter
cited as Das Heer, (Italics, mine.)

22pnials of War Criminals, Vel., X, pp. 959-960C.

ggﬁaaﬁar ¢lalimed in gg Life, that the 18 December
dirsctive "contained ne such deadline date or prospeetive
time for the oparation to begin. It was Jjust a precaution=-
ary mesasure.® P. 337.

24rrials of War Criminals, Vol. X, pp. 971-973.
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In the meantime, on October 28; 1940, Mussolini had
thrust his blunt sword into Greece. Hitler at first had been
80 angry at this Fascist move that he threatened to "let the
Italians do it themselves® in spite of the fact that the
Italian drives bogged down in the Greek mountain valleys.25
By November L, the Fuehrer had become far more realistic.
The British had already established themselves on Crete and
Lemnos while further threatening to establish bases at
Salonika. Churchill was pleading for an anti-Axis coalition
26

in the area at the same time. It was rumored also that
the Russlans were offering the Greeks aid.27 The whole
affair threatened to throw the Balkans into a flux which
could only brew an 11l wind for the Axis and pessibly force
the Fuehrer to compromise his plans for and"eastern settle-
ment "
Hitler's first counter stroke was to move his air
defense service to southern Bulgaria through an agreement with
the Bulgar state.28 He then contemplated sending three
German divisions to Albania but dismissed the idea for fear

the move might cause the Greeks to ally themselves completely

2SHalder, Vol. VI, November 1, 1940.

26Ulrich von Hassel, The von Hassel Dlaries, 8-1 Qg%
{Garden Citﬁ New York: Doubleday & Go. Inc., 19471, No er
11, 1940; Halder, Vol. VI, November 4, 19,0,

27

Lukacs, p. 348.
28Halder, Vol, VI, November L, 1940,
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with the British.®? Instead, the Fuehrer decided to bring
the pro~Axlis countries of Hungary, Rumania, and Sloveakia Into
the Tripartite Pact a5 Axis Junior partners ag soon 88 pos=-
sible. Ones this was sccomplished, Hitler would then attempt
to win over RBulgaria and Yugoslavie to the same "Pact®
through rslentlsss diplomatie and militery pressure. ‘The
achievement of this goal would give the Jermans favorable
frontiers for later operations in Gresce and would moreover
tend to keep theszse countrles out of any preposed anti-pxis
eoalition., Ritler, in the mesntime, would keep up diplo-
matic relations with {resce, contlinue his bulldup in Rumania,
which had been gelng en since the Vienne Award of September
27, and meke plans to meelt the new British challenge Iin the
Hediterranean.

In regard to the latter, Hitler on Wovember 12, 1940,
issued "Directive 18"; "“If necessary,” a German armored
division would be sent to Worth Afrieca "to bolster the
weakened Axis position in the area." A4lso "gibralter will
be taken and the Straits closed™ with the ald of Francisco
Franco., The German troops in the east were to continue to be
reinforced according te plan and "an army assembled to March
into Greek Thraoe by January if the need should arise."30

While he was frultlesaly tryling to convince the Yoviets

291p1d,
30german Campaign in the Balkens, pp. 4~5.
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that their natursl "Lebensraum expansiocn® zhould be out of

the Ralkang and toward the Persisn 7ulfl, the Fushrer on
November 18, tried to talk XKing Boris of Rulgaria into joine
ing the Axiz.51 At the same time more Germsn troops were
sent into Rumania "in order te build a reservoir of forces
there,® oOn November 20 Hungsary announced ite adherence to
the Tripartite Paotl; Rumanis likewise sligned on Novembsr B3;
end Slovakia becams an Axls partner on ¥ovember 25,

In the firat days of December, alter concluding that
St&lih “wag & cold~blooded blsckmaller,® Hitler stopped all
preparations for en invesion of Britain until "after Russla
has been crushed,"5®

Than on December §, 1940, safter a review of Case Otto,
the Puehrer called for details on the esrlisr proposed opera=-
tions against Greece. He was informed that the completed
plang for the German invasion of (resce, using Pulgaria as a
bhase, would not be reedy until the middle of December; but
thaet en invasion of (reece could net possibly take place
before the beginning of March "since the assembly would
reguire seventy or eighty days." It was further assumed by
the German General Staff that the campalgn would last approxil-
mately four weeks. The forces used in the Greei campalgn

would require at least anether four weeks for re~fitting and

3liukacs, p. 349.
S8yelder, Vol, VI, December 2, 1940.
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rodeployment befor they would he avallable for an iInvasion

of Hussla.9d itlsr conceded, 80 it sesma, and, as mentioned
previously, filxed the time for the invasion of Russia for

the "and of May, 1941.%

This was followed on December 13, 1940, just five days
privre to TJitlerts Pparharosse directive,™ with "Directive No.
£0," estgtlishing Operstion Merita or the Cerman proposed
invasion of Greeces According to the outline of Marita, a
German task force was to be formesd in Rumania "ready to
thrust soross Bulgsria and cecupy 'Greek Thrace! a3 socon a8
weather and politiecal conditions would allews, A maximum of
twenty~four divisions was to be committed, and "thesse were
$¢ be ready te uss In 28 new undertaking as soon as the
cperatlon was completed."®® WNo specific date was mentioned
in the "directiva,® but on December 20, 1940, Hitler fixed
the probable invasion of Greece for March €, 1841, whiech
causzad Jalder to nots that "we have five days delay so far."38

48 the new year opened,; Bulgarian Premier Rogdan Filov
visited Derlin and was offered Westsrn Thrace and the Greek
port of 3alonike 1f the Bulgsrs would Join the Tripartite

Pact. ¢n January 3, 1941, PFPllov sgreed thet his country

33&&1&9», Vel, VI, Dscember §, 1940; Germen Campaign in
the Balkans, p. 6. Also see; 4llen Bullock's Hitler, A
§§aﬁz Eﬁygzranag {(vew York: Hearper & Prothers, 155E), P. 574.

S4yglder, Vel. VI, December 13, 1940} German Campalgn
in the Balkens, p. 6; and Bullock, p. 574.

3sﬁnlder, Vol. VI, December 20, 1940,
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would become an Axi# partner "bul only after (Jerman trcops
anter the country.”™ Almost st the same time, the Russlans
warnsd "that it would consider the apmearsazce of foraign
armad forces In the terwlitory of Eulgaﬁialaud the vieinity
of the Stralts a3 a vioclatlon of ths security interests of
the ?.S;S.E.“gﬁ Tp emphasize the point, Soviet troops were
reported moving into Bessarabia, Hitler rescted on January
£-2, at & conference at the Perghof, by verbally lashing
the Rusgiana and promised to “seltle thse continental issue
as soon #£2 possible.® He then eordered two and one~half
divisions to be ready for service in Albania if necessary,97
Brltain, sz anticlipated, now moved to counter the Pushrer's
plang, Churchill agaln appreoachsd the Ireeks for meore joint
co-opsration and Britlsn participation on the mainland, The
Greeks were cauticus, They etill retsined hope that Hitler
would not interfare in their “"privete war® with the Italians.,
Yugeslevia and Turkey at the game time spurnad sll offers of
& Pritish slllsnce coupled with Eritish assistance,>B

The Fushrer meanwhile, on Jfanuary 19, fixed the date
for the German entry into Bulgaris for February 282 and ths

joining of that country to the Axis on March 1, in apite of

3877.3,, Department of State, Mesl«3oviet Relations,
1939~41, Documents from the ArchiveB of Lhe Jerman FOreign
Office (washington: U.S. Govertment Printing Offlca, E@%%),
B £68,

37gullock, p. 575.

381pid.; The Grand Alliance, p. 173.
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the fact that the hesad of the Marita task force, Fleld
Karshel 3igmund Ligt, did not think his alr arm could meet
the deadline, But the Jerman movement of troops for mssembly
begun during ths firat wsek ir February, and on Pebruary 8,
& secret agreement was reached boetwesn Fleld Marshal List
and ths Bulgarian General 2taff for the sntrance of the
Germen troops into Bulgarie later in ths month,40

The Greeks, possibly secing the hand-writing on the
wall, now wers more agreesbls to the ldea of British troops
participating on the mainland but “only after Jerman troops
had entered PBulgaria.,” The Turks and the Yugoslavs wers
again aporoached by the British, and sgain proved evasive,4l

Hitler now decided that 1t was time to eliminate
Yugoslavia as & potential threat to the German plans on the
grounds that her officer corp and army ware “"totally unreli-
able" and her professed neuirality was not to he trusted,?®
Thereby on February 14, the Yugrslav prime minister and
foreign minister answered a summons to mest with the Fusehrer
at Bercihiitssgaden.

During the course of the conversations that followed,
Hitler offered the Yugoslavs, in the event of Jerman opera-

tions against Gresce, & promise that Axis soldiers would not

40yi111em Shirer, The Rize and Fall of ths Third Reich.
(New York: Simon and Sc¢hufter, LU9R0); D». 583,

4li,ukacs, p., 362,
424alder, Vol. VI, Mareh 5, 1941.
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cross the Yugoslav frontler, The Yugoslavs in return would
sllow the Germans the use of certain rallroads for supply
purposss and would jJoin the Tripartite Paci. The Fushrar
also left the lmpression that he fully expeatsad the Tugo-
slaves to comply to these demands. Garman nmotorizsd units
wers &t the same tlme sent speeding toward the Yuzoslav
frontier,45

Fhile Yugoslavia was left to ponder her fats, the
Fuehrer moved to strengthen hls sastern frontiers from possi-
ble Soviet intervention on behalfl of its 1little 3lavie
brother. #Hitler, on February 282, requezted (ount Frisdrich
Werner von Scbulenburg and hils stalfl in Mosecow to let 1t be
Yinown in an impressive manner” that "there were 880,000
troopg in Rumanle® and behind these troope "inexbaustible
reserves” in Germany.%4

Hitlerts Marita timetable was meanwhile sncountering
diffioulties., Originally ln December, the Cermans had
planned te eross the Bulgerlan frontier "not before January
30,"%®  he date now was established for February 28, The
erman General Staff had estimated that after the Gorman
antrence into Bulgaria the further deployment of the ground

troops would take approximatsly & week and the bulldup of

457he Grend Alliance, p. 159,

44gnirer, p. 8823 Lukscs, p, 360,
454alder, Vol, VI, December 20, 1940,
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the air force and supplies a little longer. Under these
circumetances tne deadline of Maren 6, for Marita could not
possibly be met.%® Regardless, the Barbarcssa timetsble
"from May 16, onward" was adhered to by the German military,.47
The successful German entrance into Bulgsrlie took place
a8 scheduled, and, on Harch 1, the Bulgars joined the
Tripertite Pact. Hitler now moved once again te bring Yugo-
slavia into the 4Axis cemp. This time, on ¥Wareh 4, Prince
Regent Paul was invifted to Perchtesgaden, The formsr Cerman
demands were repsated and, as an added inducemsnt for s
commitment, Hitler offered the Yugoslavs the Sraek port of
Saloniks.%® on warch 6, Prince Paul caved In and verbally

promiged the Fuchrer that FTugoslevia would comply with the

It soon becans obvious that the Regent could not
deliver, Winston Churehill had promised to send & spapilied
nurber of British troops that begasn asrriving on the Greek
meiniand ierek 5.%°% fThis zrsatly heartened the anti-Axis

gentimmmte in Yureslevia end the militery, rellying around

%6?his inter@rataﬁimn iz substantiated by Hazl Cone
spirecy and Ag sion, Vol., VI, p. 879; Halder, Voi. Vi,
Jesnuary 24, and Vebruary 17, 1941,

4Miote footnote number twentvefour,

487118 18 not new. Salonike was offered to the Yugo-
slave as early as November 13, 1840, It wss alse promised
to Bulgaria, ¥Nelther got it,

497he grand Alliance, p. 74 and p, 220.
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thae leader of the oppositlon, puban Simovic, llatly refused
to concede to the Fuehrer's demands,

Princse Paul was azeln summoned by Hitler on March 15,
1841, and was served with thg Fushrorts flsal lsnlent offer.
Yugosiavia wes elther expscltad to comply with Hiflar's wishes
or he wiped out, Paul was kept a virtual prisounsr Tor four
days, XHe was allowed tp return home on Msreh 19. Tha next
day the Yugoslav governmsnt decided %o join the Triparilte
Paoct.

Yeanwhile the German mllitary leadershio was complaine
ing about the delay apparently cansed by the Fushrar's
wachinations, The RBarbaroasa tlme schedule appsared vary
mach in dangsr Iin spits of the fact that as early as iaveh 7,
‘Hitler had dseolded to keep 8ix infantry divislions in Rumenia
out of the twenty-three sarmarked for Bulgaria and the
invasion of Greace.BC

Filaally on Harch 17, the Pueshrer made s momentous

decision, "The forces %o bs used In the overation (Warita)

were to be written off from the bulldup for narbarossa. "5l

Also, "all new panzere now being produced in Sermany were
not to be used In the initlal offensive agalinst the Soviset
nion.” Then after allaying fesrs of posalble Russian inter-

vention, he ordsred the Jerman General 3taff to be prepared

50german Campalgn in the Balkans, p. 20.

5lgalder, Vol. VI, March 17, 1941. (Itallics by the
suthor,)
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to drive the British out of Greece. The opsration was to bes
carried out with the "objective of gealning air domination
ovar the essisrn Hediterransen® and would ®"perhaps even
inelude the Peloponnese.”™ The attack was to bhe launched
"soon after Yugosiavia joinsd the 4xle,”™ This would taks
place presusably around Herch ES. The operatlon was, of
courss, to "be carried out with maximum speed,"92

On ¥arch 24, two representatives of the Yugoslav
government slipped ocut of Pelgrade through a suburban rail-
way station and boarded a train bound for Vienna., The next
day, In the presence of Hitler and Joachim von Ribbontrop,
Yugoalavia joined the Tripartits Pact.53 Hitler was nighly
pleased and relatad at the time "that this would fecilitats
his attack on Oresce,”bd

The Yugesliav minleters had no sooner returnsd to
felgrade when they, the government, and the Ppince Regant
wore overthroen on the night of March 26«27, by a popular
uprising led by & number of top Yugoslav alr force officers
supported by the army. The youthful heir te ths throne,
Peter, was declared king. 7The new reglme of Prims Minister
ﬁagin Simovic immediately offered to sign a nonaggression

pact with germany.®® It sppesrsd quite cbvious to herliin

e - R - 2 .

52!131&&; ﬁ‘% Heer, Vole TI; pe B4,
53mhe Jrand Allisnce, p. 180,

§f3h1rar, p. 823,
Ibid,.
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that the new government was nct geing te mccept the
Tripartlite Pact.

Hitler waes Ir a rags. He lmmedlatsly called hils milie
tary lesders to a confaerence In Berlin on karch 27. The
Taelgrads coup, hae sald, "had endangered both MFarita and
rarbarossa.” Therefore he was determined to "destroy Yugo-
slavie militsrlily and a3 & naticn.,” The hlow sgeinst the
atate would be "ecarried out with military harshness”™ in a
ightning«like undertaking.” Hermann Goering wes ordered
"to destroy Belgrades in attacks by waves."®6 At the same
conference the FPushrsr lssued "Dirsctive NHo. 28" for the
invasion of Yugoslavia.®7 (enerals Xeltfsl and Jodl were
ingtructed to work out the plans that same evening. Then

came his fsteful snnouncement: "Fhe bspginning of the

Barbarossa opsration will have to be postponed up to four

woeks .58

within twenty-four heours "fetion Punishment™ {(az th
Fushrer called the orojected lnvasion of Yugeslavias) and
"Operation ¥erita" wore put in a clossr working relationship
with one another.5% fThe final revised High Command directive

waes sent to the variocus German gorvices on Mareh 30. The

S50the minutes of this meeting can be found in Wazl
Conspiracy and Agaression, Veol. IV, pp. 275-878.

S57yazl Conspiracy and Aggression, Vol. VI, pp. 938~-938,

S81p14, {The underlining 1s contained in the minutes.}

5
QIbido
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German military was allowed approximstely five days to
prepare itself for the new task, 80

The questlon to be answersd from the preceding evidence,
and without invelving other factors, 1ls whether the Ralkan
campalgns as planned by the CGermans up to April &, caused 8
delay in the executlion of Barbarossa, There is no doubt
thet they did.

dome may argue that & successful CQerman invasion of
Russls was dependent on & secure Ralkan flenk snd that there~
fore the Balkan campalgn must be considered as & part of the
larger Barbarosssa plan. Aside from & look at the map, the
close relationship of the "directives"™ establishing both
invasions in December, 1940, can be offered as svlidence.
This would be very difficult to dispute; but it must be
remembered that the Puehrer "wrote off™ the forces to be
uged in QOperatlion Harita from Operation Parbercasa on ¥arch
17, 1941, Therefore it can be assumed that it was not sarita
that caused the postponement but Hitler's deecision to invade
Yugoslavia. The Germean military, from all accumulated
evidence, was, up to the Fuehrer's decision of March 28,
8till follewing the timetable for the invasion of Russia "as
of May 16, onward.” The "orushing" of Yugoslavia may have

been necessary for Axis security on the southern flank but

6050ome German sontingents were allowsed more time howe
ever. See chapter on "Re~allocation of Jerman Forces for
ths Invassion of ‘reece and Yusoslavie." Aalso szes: Trials
of War Criminals, Vol. XV, p. 387. )
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it 1s debatable. It can also be argued that the Yugoslav
problem was created by Hitler himself trying to force the
Yugoslavs into the Axis camp.

From all evidencs, the Wazl army was polsed to strike
into Greece anytime after March 10. Assuming that the
estimates of the (erman planning units were accurate, four
weeks were needed by the Germans in order to bring the Greek
campaign to a successful conclusion and an additional four
waeks were to be allotted in order to re-deploy the jerman
divisions from COperation Marita into Operation RBarbarossa,.
Thus if the German attack on Greece had taken place by mide-
March, the German attack on Russle could have taken place

anytime after mid-lMNay, 1941,



CHAPTER II

RE-ALLOCATION OF GERMARN PORCES
AND TEE YUCOSLAV-GREEE~-BRITISH POSITION IN THE BALKANS

Prior to ths Fushrer's decision definitely to ineclude
Yugoslavia in hie march of conguests, the German Twelfth Army
in Bulgaris, commanded by Fleld Msrashal 3igmund List, consisted
of five penzer divisions (4th, Hth, and 8th), one motorized
infantry division (60th), eight infantry divisions (46th,
50th, 64th, 724, 73d, 76th, 198th, and 294th), one reinforced
33 regliment (Adolph Hitler), and one regiment of infantry
(128th), for a total of seventeen divisions and two regiments, !

The primary purpose of these German forces was to invade
Grsece and to eliminate a possible British threat on the Balkan
flank, In regard to the latter, the troops were also expected
to act as a military lever on Turkey and Yugoslavia--to keep
them out of any possible antl-Axls coalition. By Hareh 17,
the Turkish threat had dissipated and Yugoslavia was prepar-
ing to sign the Tripartite Pact. FHowever the Barbarossa
deadline of mideMay was drawing near, On that day, therefore,

Hitler deoided thet all Cerman troops prepering to engage in

lrhe s8 Adolph Hitler was slso referred tc as a light
division, heving & complement of over 8,000 men. The units
can be found in Das Heer, Vol. II, p. 155.

22
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Greece would have to bs withdrawn from the Barbaroasa
scheduls .2 At the ssme time , the German forces in Bulgsria
were to ba preducsed, Three 1nfantry divislons {46th, 76th,
and 198th) were ordered te sntraln for Rumania a&s soon as
posalble. These divisions were to be fellowed by two pangsy
divisions (8th and 1lth), and one mobtorised divisien {80th}
for re~deployment in Polend.® Genaral Ewald von Kleist, who
was orlginally scheduled to lead the German armored divisions
in Greesce, was alaoc ordered toc report to Poland as aocon as
the arrangements for the re-deployment of the units under his
comnand were a@wpl%taﬁ.é One panzer division was to remain
on the Bulgarian-Turkish border during the Cerman operations
agalnst Greece, but was to be re-integrated into Barbarossa
a3 gsoon as possible, All other German divisions assigned to
the Twslfth Arwy were %o be uszed %o drive the British from
Gresace, Upon completion of this task, the divisions were to
be re-fitted and available as reserves for other “"theatres

of war,“s The German troops in Greece were 1o be supported

£yalder, Vol. VI, March 17, 1941,

33&& Hesr, Vol. II, pp. 84-85; also Cermsn Jampaign in
the Balkens, p. 89, The latter source only mentions the
entraining of ths infantry divisionas,

*G@xman Cempaign in the Balkans, p. 38.

59&8 Heer, Vol, II, pp. 84-85, Where these othsr
theatres of war were to be located can only be conjectured,
But with the Balkan theatre atlll very uncertalin he was defie
nitely not commitiing them to the pending Russian cempalgn
at thia time.
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by planes of the Fourth Alr Force consisting of at least 155
fighters and reconnalssance planss atetlioned chlefly in
Rumania and 355 bombsrg and dive bombargz available in Rumania

and Bulgaria.e

"potion 25,7 or the additional invaslion of Yugaslavia,7

requirad a numwbar of changes not previously considered. The
Fushrer had orderad Yugoslavia "to be crushad with all pos~
sible speed.” Also "all the forces available” under List
wera to be used except "approximately one divislon and sufe
ficient antiwsircraft selementa.” The Luftwaffe was to destroy
Belgrade with "wave after wave" of bhombers, lend tactical
support for the ground troopes, and "deatroy 21l ground instal-
lations of the Yugoslav air force.® To further implement the
dirsctive, e strong force was to be assembled "immediately®
in either Austria or Humgarg,a

Relchs Marshal Hsrmenn Goering, the head of the Luftwaffe
(who was present when the directive wems lssued) at once began
makling preperations to cerry cut his broadened assigmment,
For the next ten days approximately 600 additiconal fighters,
bombers, dive-bombers, and reconnalssance pianes were trans-
ferred to the new opsrstion. The ground erews and airoraft

cams from the Luftwaffe units stationed in North Africe,

Sgerman Campaign in the Balkans, ». 29,

TLater included in Operation ¥arita,

Sxazl Conagpirecy and Aggrossion, Vol. IV, pp. 2756-278,
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France, 8iocily, Germsany, and the bulld-up sreas in East
Frussis and Poland.® The bombers began convercing on llelds
mainly in Austrie 2nd Bulgeria, whils mogt of the Tlghters
fouwnd temporary homes at Arad, Deva, Turnu, and Severen In
wegtern Rumenia., In additlion, Goering had General ¥Wolfram
von Richthofen trensferred to the project,i® Richthofen,
whose Eighth Alir Corps had supported the ground troops with
gsuch success in Prance was expected to repeat the performance
in Gresce and Yugoslavis, Ths genersl would be subordinate
to Genersl Alexsnder Loehr, commander of ths Fourth Alr Porce,
Coaring, meanwhlle, prepared to move 10 a wountalin heade
guarters & few miles southwast of Wiener Neustadt, where, he
felt, he would be in better position to view and advise the
entire alr @@@f&ti@ﬁ.im

The German planning wnlt, diréetad by Field Mershal
von Erau&hiﬁseh,lg agrealng with Hitler's views reallized
that spessd and surprlise were of the utmoest importance in
successiully carrying out the combinsd cperation, Ths
reports from Yugoslavia indicated that a great deal of cone

fusion existed following Simoviels suecceasful Yeoup.®™ The

9p1eced together from various sources, see: Halder,
Vol. VI, May 12, 19413 The &rand Alliencs, p., 174} and (Germen
Campaign in the Balksns, p.

'leﬁﬁléar, Vol, VI, May 12, 1941; and May 13, 1941,

1lgerman Gempeign 1n the Balkens, p. 38.

12¢ ommander-in-chiel of the German Army.
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Yugoslav government was hesitating to take decisive action
sush a8 more co-operation with the Greesks and British for
fear of sntagonizing Hitler; inter-service rivelry was at
the same time disrupting the high command; and a few Croat
units were near rebellion. Noreove? the Yugoslav srmy was
deployed dlsadvantageously for the defenss of the country--
2 fact that could only be corrected over & long pericd of
time bsoceuss of the general lack of transportetion facilities
(roeds, reilroads, and motor vehicles) within the atate,Ld
Even so, serious problsms could transplre for the Axis if
the Yugoslave took 1t on themselves to sttaok the Italiaen
ragr in Albanls, as already suggested by Winston Ghurahill,14
and /or if the Yugesiav army would be able to tle up with
the Anglo-Greek forces through the Bitolj Gap or the Vardar
River Valley.

In order to meest the new contingencies, List's forces
in Bulgaria were to be divided intoe three mein groups for
the combined atiack. The lsft wing would be deployed
gscuthward slong the southwestern Bulgsarisn border toward

the Aegesn Sea, Thls wing was to dirsetly engsge the

1%ga1der, Vol, VI, April 4, 1941, predicts a rapld
cellapse of the Yugoslev state. Though the Yugoslav third
and fi1fth ermles guarded over 100 milea of border area
opposite Bulgaria and Greece, only one infantry division
was held in regerve at 3koplje. The rest were committed
almost exclusively to the border environs.

147he grand Allience, pe. 172-173, in a note from
Churehlll to General Sir John Dill in Belgrads on April 1,
1641,
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Anglo-Greek armies, The entire force to be committed iIn this
sres ccnsisted cf one panzer division (8d), two mountain
divisions (Bth and 6th), three infantry divislons (50th, 724,
and 164th), and one infantry regiment (125th),15 The group
would ®gain be sub-~divided into three corpes, One corps of
infantry would attask the Metaxis Line in Greek Thrsce. Two
other corps would drive on Salonike by divergent routes.
Leading ths pangers snd wmotoriged units on the drive to
8alonike would be Lisubtenant Generel Frenz Boeme. All three
gorps were scheduled to “jump of £ on the morning of

April &, 1941,

List's center would be deployed facing Skoplje on the
vital Vardar Rlver, snd Prelip, the important reilrosd jJunce
tion jJust south of Bkopljs. This forcs was to be made up of
one penzer division (9th), oue reinforced 88 regiment (Adolph
Hitler), snd one infantry division (73d). This single corps
was to ve commanded by Lisubtenant General CGeocrg Stumes. The
83 regiment was to drive on Prelip, capture the city, end
then proceed to Monastir opposite the Bltol] Gap. The Sth
panger divislon was to cspbure Bkeplje, then split Iinto two
columng, The smaller column would head for the Albanian
border and tie Iin with the Itallan army. The larger would
wheel and head for the Bltol}) Gap to ald the Adolph Hitler

regiment. Ths infantry divislion would meanwhlle secure the

18pas Heer, Vol. II, p. 155,
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ground in the rear, Sinee speed was so sssentisl, the corps
was scheduled to move out on & "flying stert™ &t 0530 on the
morning of April 6, 1941,16

The right wing, to bs deployed sast of Sofis, Bulgaria,
would be polsged Yo annihilate the strong Tugeslav forces cone
cantrated in the Pirot-leskovac sector, capture HNis, then
move up the Morava Valley toward Belgrade, tha Yugoslavw
capitel, Excepitional initial snemy resistsnce wes expected
by thias groupi thus to Insure success ths fores had to be
strong. The right wing was made up of one eprps and one
panger group. The forse weds to sonslst of two panser divie
glong (5th snd 11th), one mountaln dlvision {4th}, one
motorized infantry division (60%th)}, and one infantry division
{@@%ﬁh},l? feneral Bwald von Klelst was to lead the panzers
agalnst the Yugeslav concentretions, The column was ordered
to limit iteell to deceptive probeg and limited objectlve
attacks wmtil April 8, In erder te sllow time to complets the
buildup,i8

To complete the re-alloecation of the unlts of the
Twellth Army in Bulgsaria, ons psnzer division (16th) was
assigned the task of gusrding the Bulgsrlean~Turkish border;
and three infantry divisions (46th, 78th, and 198th), that

161b14., p. 155; end Germen Campaign in the Balkans, p. 86,

17pas Heer, Vol. II, p. 155.

1839 rman Gempalipgn in the Balksns, p. 3%.
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ware now ordered to detraln, were to remsin in Bulgaria
as reserves.i?
Perther north, in the vicinity of Timisoars, Rumenia,
a geparate psnzer group was to be assembled. The units, all
88, wers tc bs transfewred from southern Rumanis. The Corps
would consist of one division (Das Reich), and ilafantry
regiment {Gross Deutohland), and e brigade (Hermann Gcsrlng).gﬁ
This group, in the original plen, was not designeted to take
part in the invaslion of Yugoslavie except through the
gondusting of 1limited objactive operations agalnst bridges,
roeds, relircads, snd rallrosd bridges. The msjor task of
the units would be to guard the Humenian-¥Yugoslav frontier
and the important Luftweffe flelds in the visinﬁﬁg.ﬁl
In southwestern Hungary along the Drave River, and in
the Brick~Craz srea of Austris, the German Second Army was
t¢ be sssembled. The earsy would oconsist of twoe penser
divigions (8th end 14th}, one motorized infantry division
{18th), one mountain division (lst), one light infentry
division (10lst), four infantry divisions (79th, 185th,
1824, and 185d), and one frontier gusrd unit (588th), for a

lgnga,ﬁaar, Vol. II, p. 155,

aoxbié., ps 488, Originally they were part of Klelst's
Firast Panzer Group.

Plgerman Campsign in the Balkans, p. 33,
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total of nine divisions and one unit.%2 The force, to be
commanded by General Meximillan von Welchs, would be divided
inte four corps units snd three columns for the Yugoslav
invasion, Two combined coluwns, to be lsd in the initial
atteck by the twe panger divislons, wers Lo be polsed to
strike across the Drava River from Hungary. After the
Drava had been successfully forded and the Yugoslav defenss
in the area nsutralized, the panzers, assisted by the motor-
ized iInfantry division would drive on Zagreb, the old
Croastian capital, The second column, consisting mainly of
infantry, would split from the first and wheel to the south
striking toward Belgrasde by wey of the Drava and the Denube.
A third cclumn, consisting of one mountaln division s&nd the
frontier guard unit would hold the Austrisn frontier until
the panzers were well on their way to Zagreb. Then if the
Yugoslav defense lines along the Austrian frontier showed
signs of disintegrating, this column too would move on the
Croatisn eapitalwgs

In the orlginal plan, the Second Army wss ordsred to
withhold ite major sttack wntil April 12, a full six deys

after opsrations were to beoin in the scuth.24 This would

22Das Heer, Vel. II, p. 154

23Gained from various sources. Note eapeclally:
German Cempeign in the Balkans, pp. 31-38,

241p1d., p. 2.
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allow time for the bulldup to be completed in the north,
streteh the Yugoslev nerves as they watched their resr
digintegrate, and permit an snticlpaied Croat rebellion to
tske place among the Yugoclav military units, B8

A Germen relnlforced eugineering baltaslion sttached Yo
the German mllitary misslion in Bulgsria was to be assigned
the task of capturing and holding the Iron Gates on the
Danube River nesr the Yugoslav-Rumenlan bordsr.28 The
Yugoslavs were Lo be prevented from blassting and £1illing ths
narrow gorge at all costs.

While most of List's forces preparing to strike into
Gresce were in the vicinity of thelr deployment areas, those
designated to ettmck Yugoslavia were not. 3tume's corps,
preparing toc move into southern Yugocalasvia across the Vardar
River, nad to be moved from fifty to one hundred miles to
thelr new deployment aress, In most cases they were sble to
provide their own transportation to the ™ jump off® ares, but,
because of thelr aiffleult task, every precaution wsas takeﬁ

not to tire cut thils eorps before the invasion. A zhuttling

25g91der, Vol. VI, March %0, 1941, discusses the
Croatts pro-Germen sentiments,

86Gcerman Cempalgn in the Balkans, p. 44, The Iron Gates
are s narrow goPge where the Denube outs its way between the
Balkan Mountaina snd the Transylvanisn Alps, Here a series of
raplds stretching for two miles formerly prevented navigation,
This was remedled by blasting during the decade 1880-1900.
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gervice made up of a minimum of motor vehicles appeared to
be used whenever possibla.27 The German dlvisions preparing
to advance in the directicn of Belgrade from the south were
much harder pressed. In order to meet thelr deadline, they
were [forced to use every svailable vehicle in the area
ineluding those of the 16th Panzer division stationed on the
Purkish border and others borrowed from units in Rumanie,®8
The 6Cth Motorized Infantry division was so exhausted from
carrying men snd supplies to the new deployment ares that the
German High Commend declded to hold the division in reserve.2?
The Second Army, belng formed in Austris and EBungary,
2lso had numerous transportation problems., The Fuehrer wanted
to keep ths buildup as guiet as possible so, therefore, no
maximum performsnce schedule was to be used cutside Austria,d0
Yet, every one of the nine divisions in the Second Army had
to be transferred from other areas or detoured from other
destinations, The B8th Panzer, 16th Motorized, end 79th Infan-
try divisions were to be shipped by rall from Fresnce to Austria;
the 14th Psnzer was to arrive in Austris by rsil from Polandj;
the 125th, 1324, and 1834 infantry divisions were to be

detoured from their jcurney to East Prussia and brought by

‘?’?(}eman Campaliegn in the Balkans, p. 32.

28german Campaign in the Balkens, p. 32.

281bid., p. 39.
%01p1d., p. 43.
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rail to Austria; the 10lst Light and lst Mountaln divisiona
were to bs furnished motcr transportation from Czechoslovakia
and France respactivsly;SI The obstseles could hsve been
even greater if the Germans 4id not have a comprshensive end
carsfully worksd oubt railroad and motor transport schedules
for the Barbarossaas buil&up.ﬁﬁ The postponement of ths invasion
of Russia by the Germans allowed readily available vehicles
snd tralns to be transferred for service in the Bslkan
csmpaign on very short nctice, Only the various cerps head-
guarter units were expected to furnish thelir own transportasion
to the Second Army deployment aress, On the other hand, the
Gesrman bulldup near Timiscasrsa would be far less eampliﬁiﬁé&-
The 88 units were sslected partislly on the grounds that they
eould furnish their own transgertﬁtignﬁﬁg

The Luftwalfe pllets alsc, in most cases, provided theilr
own tran&partatien, while many of the bombers brought a few
ground erew persormel with them, Many others attached to the
ground crews had to be provided transportation, as dld separate

sngineering battalions snd quartermaster units.

311biﬁ,, ps 48, charts the origin, type of transportation,
snd destInation of each division. Also ses the testimony of
Reinherdt; Trisls of War Crimirals, Vol. X, p. 1047.

3gﬂhurchi}1 mentions upsetting this German transportetion
schedule in The Grand Allisnce, p. 356.

535180 becauss they wers attached to List'a First Panzer
Group. Note their vehicle components in Das Heer, p. 77,
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The problem of supplying the entire operastion alsoc had
to bs cconsidered., The Germans previously had usad the Danube
as an avenue of gupply for thelr forces in Rumania snd Bulgaria
and further were counting on the use of the Belgrada-Nige
Salonika rsllircad to supply their armies durine the Invaslion
of Greece.®® Now the Germans were about to deprive themselves
of both the river and the reilrosd for whet they hoped would
be a very short {time, Fortunately ths Germans hed bullt up
several large supply bases in Rumania prior to the Yugoslav
"ecup,” Truck columns between these supply bases and List's
Twelfth Army in Bulgeris had also been established bub not on
g&a large a agale as would bs nsedsd to support suth a major
operation zs that p@nd%ﬁy,gs in aspite of the fszot that the
Buchersgt-8cfia rallrozd helpad shsre the burden, As more
vehlcles were assigned to the truek convoys in the south,
the Germans In the north, In anticipatlon of eventa to coms,
mszembled a number of barges at Vierma sach lcoaded with
10,000 tons of supplies and fuel. Jhey were destined for
Belgrade where & supply base was to be sstablished as soon
88 the German armiesz made 1t pasﬁibla,ﬁﬁ Several ships were

also loadsd st Rumenien Bleseck Sea ports zmcheduled Lo asil for

54§ua%thar Blumentritt, Von Rundstedt, The ﬂaldler and
ihe Men (Londont Odhams Press Timited, 1952); p.

35Garman Cempaign In the Balkens, p. 46.

31p14,
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Salonika as socn as it fell into German hands.®! Railroad
encineering troops and construction crews were reserved st
the seme time to restore the Belgrade~His-Salonike railroad
&t the sarliest pcasibls time, o8

With supplies somewhat limited, the trcops of Ligi's
army were given orders not to waste or lesve behind any
ermunition, Each rifle~bearing soldler was to be glven only
& basic load for his weapcon. The conservation of fuel was
also stressed to the tank commenders.®® The Twellth Army
organized moblle supply unlts slong the Greek border that
were to carry only the barest of essentlals, The trusksa
were to he prepered to move right behind the Germen army
a8 scon a8 the pessss were saoured,%0

Supplying the Becond ALrmy wes not considered a grave
problem, A maJor supply base had been esisblished st Viemnsa
in 1940 in antleipation of possible trouble in the Balkans
due to Soviet Interference at the tim@,§1 Also goed rallrocsd
gonnections and good road scondltions existed in Austria and
western Hungary. The only major prcblem seemed to be how to

keep the supplies up to the armiesz after the Blitzkriep had

57§ggg‘, p. 44,
“B1p1d., p. 45,
3931,
“Orp1d., p. 46.
41gpq,
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cormenced, 48

The Germsn units opereting out of Humanlias were not
consldered tc have eny major supply problems due te thelr
limited participation. Howsver, the Luftwaffe units here
a3 well sa on all fronts eounld conceivebly run short on
fuel, not beesuseithe fuel was not available but because cf
& ganeral shortage »f{ tenker trucks, 45

Even so, there can be nc doubt that the Fuelwsr's
estsbllsbed timeteble fer the simulitanecus invaslcn of Crsece
and Yugoelavie plsced sevsre pressure on CGermany's avallabls
transportation facilities; and in some cwrses the strain on
the facilities mede ther unavallable for both Msrita and
Barbsroase.

L8 the Cerman units were trylng to meset thelr new dead=-
lines in spits of the difficulties involved, the Fuehrsr,
after beling assured that the Hungarisns would st lsast tie
down 2 number of Yugoslav troops along thelir frontiers,
informed the Duce 0f the expected role of the Italiasn arnles
in the cémbinsd operation., The latter were to hcld their front

in Albsnia, protect thelr "rear™ at all costs, end commsnce

4%y501der, Vol, VI, May 8, 1941, discussed this diffi-
culty with Werner,

43This was one of thelr me jor problems during the entire
Balkan earpaign including the invasion of Creits, German
Campaipgn in the Balkans, p. 128, '
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2 drive down ths Delmatisn cosst oolneiding with the drives
of ths Germsn Second Army.44

Veanwhlile Fleld Marshal Brauch¥sch and his stafll wers
making srrangsments to move to Wisner Neustadt to taka parsonal
sommand of the Serman armisz involved in the entire cperation,
The Pushrer and his entoursaze ware preparing to do the zame
wilth similayr thoughts in ming, 4%

Oppoged to this Axls nlan of operstlon would be mzeveral
formidable sarmisg~~at larnst on papsr.

The Yuzoslav army, alter complete mebillzation, would
number thirty ianfantry divisions, ten reinforced brigades of
slmoat divizion strenpgth, snd three cavalry reglments. In
addition the Yugposlav Alr Force conglsted of wall over 400

planes of all %ypas.46 Fhen Fitlar's directives was lssved to

&

P - 2% a2 I S we B i i s o prgp— amm wm &
the German military servicéss on Harsh BB, at lsast bwent
¥ s

i

- .
-

four complete Yugoslev dlvisions were already mobillzed as
woll a8 wmeny of the smaller wnits.?? Almost all of these
mebillgzed forcss were statloned aloung tha border asress

edjacant to Bulgaria, Rumania, Hungary, Austris, Italy, and

443 letter from Hitler to the Duce concerning the
expected Itallian task osn be found in: Lukacs, p. 373.

45prauchitach arrived at Wiener Neustsdt on April 5,
Hitler on April 6, German Campalgn in the Halkans, p. 38,

. 46%prmies of the World," Encyclopasedis Pritannics Book
of the Year, 1042, p. 68. '

47german Campairn in the Balkens, p. 37,
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Albania, The Trontisr asrss batween Cresecs snd Yugoslavia
was only lightly guarded becauss of the aspparsant (risendship
batwssan the two couniviss. The Yugoslav Alp Poroe wsa jJust
in the proasss of modernizing, thanks to ths nless of Dufan
Blmovie, but many of tho Yugoslav planes stlll dated baok to
pre-~daprasaslon days,

The Trask proy conalstad of twenty and ona~hall dlvi-
alona, O thls toftal fourison divisionz ware In the Splru
anation faaling the Itallinn armles, The six and one-halfl
divialons svallable 1n the onsd sgainat the Oerman thresl
sonalsted ol one avmored divislion (18th}, five Infantey
divislona {7th, 12th, 14th, 18th, and 20th), end zlx sepurate
battelione, 48

Thaze Oresk sontingends would hs assisted by British
troops sent to Gresce by Winaston Churchill on ¥arsh 5, 1841,
Thage Torces Included three Infsntry &ivisions of the British

iah

Bemire {How Zsaland, B5th and 6th Australian}, one Brit
49

armored brigsds (lat}, and a Polish infantry brigade,

The Oresk army unlis wers poorly eguippsd with the 18th
armorad divislion made up malinly of casptursd Itsllan tanks,.
The British troops, on the other hand, were simoet fully

motorised, but their eguipmsnt was more suitabls for dessrt

41114., p. 15,

e

4%rve Grend Allisnce, p. 220.
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warfare than the steep mountain rosds of Greece,®” Further=
more, there was an scute shortage of tanks snd anti-aircraft
guns smong the British ss well ss the Greek units.®) The
Cresk alr force wes nearly non-gxlistent, while the British
sir power in CGreece conslsted of sbout 100 @1&%8&-5Q
Probebly the greatest fauvlt among these allles armies
that were about to oppose Hltler's Blitskriep was the sad

lack of defensive co-operation and so~ordinstion, To¢ be
sure, almost & month before the Yugoslav "coup,” the Anglo~
Greek wer leaders ™ worked out a plan based on the sitrstegiec
conespt of the total defense of Creece, bubt in the end much
of the plan was abandoned, According te this plan three
Greelk divisions were to hold the MHetaxis Line in Greek Thrace
and Eastern Macedonia with the largest force stationed west
of the Strimson River. When and il thelr poslition became
untenable, these Greek divisions were to Tell back in the
general area of Salonike eand the Verdar River, leaving small
gerrisons to check the German advance, They were then teo

tie-in with the Anglo~(reek defense positions extending from

50germen Campeign in the Balkens, p. 15,

Slrpia,

52me Grand Alliance, p. 281, says B8O planes, rsinforced
in April} Bneyciopasdia Americans, 9th ed,, Vol, XXIX, p. 557,
maintains there wers over 100, Alsp sese: Werner Baumbach,
Life snd Death of the Luftwaffe (New York: Coward-MecCann, Ine.,
T04%), p. 75.

53araek General Paparcs and British Genaralas Dill
and Wavell.




40

the Vermion mountain range to the Allakhmon (Vistritse)} River,
then slonpz the Alliakhmon River to the Yuposlav border. This
defense line was Lo be mamed by at lesst "five good Gresk
divisions™ end the forces of the British Empirs, At lesst
three of the Clve Greek divislions wers to Ve ssgigned to the
extreme British left [lank. In the meantime, the Greek

Epirus army was expected atratsglcally to withdraw from
Albania to fixed positions to thelr rsar., The breach between
the Greek Epirus army sand the Anglo-Gresk Vermion-Allskhmon
positions would then be illed by the thres Greek divisions
situated on the left flank, This latter force was expected

to protect the Yugoslav-{reek frontier in the directien of

the Bitol] Gep, and, thereby, prevent any hostile move through
the "Cap" that might endanger the flanks of ths Anglo-Gresk
positions or the rear of the Epirus Army.aé When thls joint
plan was worked out the Brltish and the Greeks hsd to consider
Yugoslavie as & possible Axis partner.

However, as 1t bsceme more resscnable to assume that
Yugoslevia was not going to peruit German troops to cross
their gsoil, and as the Grsek srmies beceme harder pressed in
Albasnia, the Anglo-Greek plen underwsnt a few decisgive changes,
Even before the forces of the British Emplre began arriving
in Greece, Alexander Papagos, the Greek general, inlormed

their commander, Gensral Maitland Wilson, that he could only

Stpor rarts of this rlan see: The Grand Allisnce,
pp. 98-101, and pp. 220-221; and German Campaign in the
Balkans, pp. 15-16,
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afford to give the British three Greek divisgiona (including

the 19th armored) and several unattached battelions,v®

Apparsntly Papagoe also revised the defsnse of Greek Thruce

and Eesstern Hacedonls. Threse udresk divisions would ééfend

the area as previously agreed, but iwo of thess divisions

would be located emgt of the Strimsch‘ﬁivar.ﬁﬁ The general

further spoke of the impossibillty of a strategic withdrawal

from Albania,®? Under these new sircumstances only twe

Greel diviziones and several bsitallions would have to guard

the long breash between the Epirus Army &nd the British

defensive positions. The British alaoc, psrtially to placate

the CGreek gsnersl, agreed thalt the Greek 19th Armored division,

although technlcally under BHritish command, would be placed

in reserve south of Lake Do jran. Here it would bs able sither

to come Lo the assistance of the Gresek armies along the

Hetaxis line, or be prepared to joln the British defenss forces,o®
Although the British were not pleassed with the new

allccation of the Greek units, thers were ressona for general

optimism among the Anglo-Greask lorces alfter the Yugoslav

Yooup.® It was felt by meny that if Yugoslavia were attacked

98ggrman Campslzn lu ths Palkans, p. 18,

58144,

57?&@9@@& elaimed that the Grsek Army did neot hevs the
ability for such a menuever and the morale problem might crsate
s diszgter, The CGrand Allisnce, vpp. 100-101.

58qerman Campalen In the Dalkans, D. 15.
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shes would be able to hold Yugoslav Mecedonia bacause of 1%s
diffioult Zerraln even Iif zhe were foreed to abandon mueh
o7 the Yugoslav nortny® ioreover, a Yugoslav sirike at the
ftallen rear in Albenlas misht Lring about the sntire collapse
of the Italisn armlies In that souniry and, of courss, [ree
the Gresk Epirus semy for duty elsewhsrs,
' In retrospasct, it is zlesr thet if any ol the Iritish
hopes materielized and sz 8 result the Corman srmy was halted
for s prolonged period in eitbar Greeoe or Yugoslavia, Bare
barcossa in the spring or summer of 1941, would havae besn
sspriously jeopardissd, The Germans act anly had dlsrupted
the Barbarcssa time schedule by the shulfling of divialons
and suppilies for the sombined invesion of Oprescs snd Yugoe
slavia, but had committed or re-deployed aix panzey divisions
and over une thousand planes Yo bes used in the opsrations.
Hoanwnhlile joy snd pride hed jHurned te fear and ivertia
in Belgzrada, The Yugoslav goveroment refussd to suter inte
eny serious silitery discusslionz with the Hritish end the
Gregkg-~and the sificlent Jemman wsr muchine girded i1tself

for sotion,

59rhe Opand Allispce, p. P21,




CHAPTER III

THE GERMAN INVASION OF GREECE AND YUGOSLAVIA

At 5:30 on the morning of April 6, 1941, the Balkan campaign
began with a viclent sir bombardment of Relgrsade, eolnclding
with Luftwaffe strikes on many of the major air fiel&é in
Greece and Yugoslavia. At the sams time Stuwme's corps was
executing its "flying start” with the 9th Panszer division
driving toward Skoplje and the Adolph Hitler reinforced
regiment moving on 3tip, Yugoslavla. Roth divisions
encountered stiff resistance along the border area in spite
of the surprise acnieved. However, with the temporary aid
of the 2d Panzer and 125th Heglment, the border environs
were soon penetrated.l The Yugoslavs then offersd only a
sporsdie defense.® Both primary objectives were attained
the following day (4pril 7). On Aprll 8, the Adolph Hitler
regiment captured the important rail center at Prelip.

Meanwhile, the 9th Panzer, after leaving a security forge

lpor more about this division and regiment, see page 2
of this chapter.

®Behind the border defenses in southern Yugoslavia at
the time there was only one division in reserve, that at
Skopl je, German Campalgn in the Balksns, p. 37.

43
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at Skoplje and sending several of its baettallions toward the
Albvanlian border to tile-in with the Italian srmy, began a
plvot toward ¥Monastir, oppoesite the invaluable Ritelj ap.
Unite of both German columns entered this Yugoslav clty
almost at the same time on April ¥, 1941, The German 734
Infentry division was stlll far to the rear rounding up
Yugoslav prisoners.® Thus, probably the greatest fear of the
British army in Greece had materiallized., In just three davs
the Germans had effectlvely severed (reecs from Yugoslavia
and wers in & position to drive down the flanks of the
British defense positions behind the Vermion-Allakhmon line.
Listt's right wing, meanwhile, was dirsctly attacking
Greece. 'Two German infentry divislions (50th and 1l64th) were
driving in the direction of the Yestos River toward the
Aegean 3ea, At the smme time, the 2d Pagnzer division, sup-
ported by an infantry reglment (125th), was crossing Yugoslav
territory in order to pive tesmporary relief to Stume's corps.
During the first two days of the invasion, this panzer divie-
sion remained on Yugoslav soll disorganizing the defenses and
even being forced to repsl a minor Yugoslav counterattack

on April 7.% Barly in the morning of April 8, the panzer

SpDue to the limlted material available, informatlon on
this phase of the Balkan campsign was galned from many
varying sources. Ovsr 350,000 Yugoslav prlsoners were talken
by the Germans In thisz area of Yugoslavia, however, and the
73d Infantry division was late arriving at Monastir. Sees
German Campalign in the Balkans, p. 11%.

4Ibid., pe. 87, spaake of repelling the counterattack.
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divislion crossed the Gresk~Yugoslav border through the
treacherous mountain passes west of Lake Dojran. The (Greek
19th Armored division, already being "blasted™ constantly by
the Luftwaffe, was taken completely by surprise and in the
ensuing struggle was annihilated by the jerman division.®
The panszer division, hardly waiting to cateh its bresath,
wheeled and headed for the Greek port of Sslonilks, with
advanced elements of the dilvision entering the city largely
unoppozed the next day (April 9),.

T™he remainder of Roeme's forces (5th and 8th Mountain
and 724 Infantry) were at the same time, converging on
Rupel's Gorge, a defensivs positlon on the Metaxls Line.
Motorized units of the 5th and 8th Mountain divisions reached
Dojran on April 7, then wheeling southward headsd toward the
pass in hopes of foreing it. On thelir arrival, they found
the pass heavily defended and decided to wait for reinforce-
ments, When new contingents arrived, an attempt was made to
foree the gorge, but 1t was repulsed by heavy enemy fire,
During the afterncon of April 8, the 8th Mountalin division
began an ascent of one of the high mountains rising adjacent
to the gorge, ERarly the next morning they were on the other
side and to the rear of the Anglo-Gresk positions. The

defenders were taken completely by surprise, and the German

51bid.
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force soon after moved through the psss without any undue
interference.® This cclumn too moved toward Salonika,
reaching the city esarly in the morning of April 10, That
same day the CGermans secured the left bank of the Vardar
River. Alrsady on April 8, the (Greek 3econd Army, holding
the Metaxis Line in Greek Thrace and Hastern Macedonia, after
& veliant struggle, but with the avenues of supply and
retreat cut off by the Germans, had surrendersd.

#hile the Germen srmies were attacking from bases In
southern Bulgarla, the Yugoslavs were sufferin; from a "war
of nerves™ as they sensed the attack from northern Rulgaria,
German probes had already proved the weakness of several of
thelr defensive positions, and the few Yugoslav reserves
that were avallable were pulled up from the rear arsas to
shore up the line.’ (roat Regiments, at the same time were
near mutiny,® and the Luftwaffe was "blasting" all concen-
trations.® oOn Aprlil 8, following a terrific artillery
barrage, the German panzers rumbled feorward. Picking seversal

weak points in the Yugoslav line, the German tanks "punched

Bhe defenders consldered the mountain, nearly 9,000
feet high, to be lmpassable so it was not defended, German
Campaign in the Balkans, p. 88,

Tthis appears to be exactly what the Jermans wanted
them to do, Halder, Vol. VI, April 4, 1841,

Bror the Croat gengral attitude, see: Hassel, Narch

9sgumbach, P. 743 German Campaign in the Balkans, p. 29,
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through®™ as the Yugoslavs scurried for cover. Behind the tanks
came the 4th Mountain and 294th Infantry divisions. As the
nanzZers roared on in the direction of Nis, the mountaln and
infantry divisions began securing the roads and bridges to the
rear of the Yugoslav defense pousitions. The important supply
center of Pirot fell to Klelst's panzers in the early after-
noon of the first day. The following day Nis fell to the
Germans, as did Leskovse.l0 Kleist reported on the same day
{April 9) that all enemy reslistance on the Nis front had
collapsed, while the Jermans had captured thus far "one
hundred guns, ineluding twenty~eight antiaireraft and antitank
guns, one hundred thirtye«one new Dornler aircraft engines,
1,800 tons of gesoline, sseveral ration depots, spare parts
depots, and ration trains il

Soen after this favorable report, Fleld Marshal
Brauchitsch decided to dstach the Bth Panzer division from
Klelstts corps and send it to the Bitol] Gap by way of
Leskovac-Skoplje in erder to provide more punching powsr in
that section.l®? At the same time, the &0th Motorized Infantry

division, then in reserve in Bulgaria,‘was called up to replace

104a1der, vol. VI, April 9, 1941.
1ypia, ’

12german Campaign in the Balkans, p. 91.
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the departing panzer division.}® In the meantime Kleist's
remaining paniers aantinued'tc proceed in the direction of
Belgrade. Advance (erman spearheads reached Kragujevaec on
the evening of April 10. The next day the 60th HMotorilzed
Infantry division arrived Ifrom Bulgaria. The division was
prouptly ordered to drive from Kragujevae toward Sarajeve,
while Kleist sustained his drive on Belgrade.l4

Alrsady, the day before (Aprll 10}, the Germen Second
Army had commenced lts three-~pronged attack Iin northwestern
Yugoslavia. The German High Command had decided to move up
the Second Army's schedule two days in order to co~ordinate
its planned drives with Kleist's unexpsctedly raplid advance,
in spite of the faet that two of its infantry divisions
{79th and 128th}, scheduled to drive on BRelgrade, were not
fully deployed.i® After the usual artillery barraze, coln-
elding with a heavy bombing and strafing of the enemy
positions, General Heinrlch voen Vietinghof's panzers struck

across the Drava on bridges long since secured by the (ermana.

13spparently pert of this division was left in Bulgeria.
Von Thoma praported on April 25, that two weske would be sufe
ficlent to pehablilitate this division: Halder, Vol. VI.,
April 28, 1941: but Halder says the divislion cannot possibly
be refitted on time jJjust Lfive days later: Halder, Vol. VI,
April 30, 1941.

l4puch of this is a guess based on evidence available.
Das Heer, p. 155, places the division on reserve at the start
of the campaigns, On April 11, the division was advancing
from Kragujevac, German Campalgn In the Balkans, p. 92,

157hey were kept in reserve and not used, German
Campalegn in the Balkans, p. 39,
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He then wheeled hils panzers in tﬁe genersl dirsction of
Zagreb. At the same time, three German divisiocns, led by the
101st Light, advanced aleng the right bank of the Prava and
Save Rivers toward Relgrade. With the Germen panszers sdvancing
on thelr rear, the Yugeslsy army, opposlite the Austriaﬁ and
Italian frentiers, appeered te panic 83 they abandoned their
positions In droves. Zagreb fell on April 11, to Viatinghoft's
panzers, and at ithe ssue time units of the 18t Mountain
division were just west of the city in vigorous pursuit of
ths retreating Yugoslavs., Von Welchs sesing the danger that
might arise if the Yugoslavs wers sble to gatabllsh a redoubt
in the mountains around 3arajevo, srdsr@d’Viatinghaf*a
panzers to wheel luomedlately, pursue relentlessly, an@ round
up the fleeing Yugoslavs with all possible speed. The Yugo-
slav column, which was é@scribaﬁ 28 being 180 miles leng,
was &t the same time "bombed, strafed, and blasted" by the
Luftwaffe,16

In the meantime, both (Germen advances on Belgrade were
slowed down by the bombsd out bridges and cothers blown up by
the Yugoslav demolition sqguads. Adolph Hitlier, on April 11,
teek a personal hand in facilltating the Yugoslav campaign
by ordering the German 3Second 85 Motorized infantry division

te drive on Pelgrade from Timisoura, apparently without

18an1g panic and rstreast in well described in a British
War (Office report after the (ermen attack. The report can be
found in: Eneyeleopedla Americana, 9th ed., Vol. X¥IX, p. 5562z,
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censulting the Cerman High Command.l” Although the Fuenrer
congented to turn over the operational control of the
division to the German Bigh Command, he rsefused to wlthdraw
the division as 1t wished, ‘Thus, thie forece formed the
third prong In the race for the Yugoeslav egyiﬁalals

Puch to the Joy of the Fuehrer, the racs for Belgrade
was won by the 88 division, First Lisutenant Xllngenberg,
finding all the Danube Brldges destroyed, tovok an S3 platoon
aorogs the river on pneumabic rafts in the afternocon of
pril 12, His patrol then merched inte the c¢ity unmolested
and ralsed the swastika over the CZerman legation late that
same sfterncon. Two hours later (7 p.m.) the mayor of
Belgrade officlally hendsd over the city tov Klingenberg, who
was gocompanied by a previoualy interned representative of
the German Foreign Ministry.l¥ Xleist's panzers, as well as
units driviang from the north, @niérﬁﬁ the eity the following
morning. The 385 division'® only cesualty reported on the
uneventful trip from Timisouras was en officer killed by &

civilian sniper's bullet.2C

17pop prestigze reasonsg and propsganda purposes. Yote
the resentment, obviously over this aet, by Halder, Vol.VI,
April 11, 1941.

18german Campeign in the Balkans, p. 33.

19yp14., p. 54.

2071p1a,, p. 84.
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Meanwhile, Vietinghoft's panzers were somewnat handicapped
by the fleelng Yugoslavs congssting the roadways. Thousands
of prisomers ware roundsd up during the next saversl days as
the panzers by~passed many lleelng Yugoslave in {rying to
reach 3arajevo. On April 16, Vietinghof's penzers, after
joining with the column advancing from Xrsgujevac, were ou
the outskirts of the old Bosnian capitsl. The following day,
general Kelafstovic negotiated the surrsnder of the entire
Yugoalav army, on paper iwenty-eight divisions strong, in
reality some of the divisions merely repressented by & skele-
ton far@eegl & few troops, led by a Serblen ecvlonel named
Mihailoviteh disappesred in the mountains. That same day
King Peter and his government fled to Athens from the sesaport
of Kotor.%% ohe armistice became effsetive at noon on April
18, 1941, In just twelve deys from the time Stumets corp
had eressed the border, ihe Yugoglav phase of the Balkean
campalpn was over.

Tne German vietory over Yugoslavia was achieved at a
very low cost. The total Germen casualtles for the entlre
campaign came to just 556 men, with 181 killed, 392 wounded,

and 15 missing in action.®® +The Germen lossez in tanks snd

Qlﬁukacg, Pe S78.
22Ibld.

285 erman Campalgn in the RBalkans, p. 84.
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motor vshicles were, from sil indlcatlons, almoust negllgible;
while the Jerman Luftwaffe roported 1is ilosses as "exception-
ally low."%% 4 major loss for the Germans assmed to be ihe
f2l1l uwgs of the Tanube River for nearly & month. The German
enginsering batklion had successfully thwarted the YQgosiav
plans to destroy the Ivon Gates, bul the retreailng Yago-
glavs had filled the main channel in the viciaity of Relgrade
with hundreds of bags of cement,=?

Thie Garmans on the other hand took 344,000 Yugosiav
prisoners, not counting a nuwber of (roats, Germansg,
Rulgarians, and Hungarisns that were sson relessad after
being sereened.®® The germans captured "several hundred"
Yugoslav tanks and gesventy-flve Yugoslav alrplanes 1ﬁ££
intact on the gr round.%7 The sntire Yugeslay navy sxcept for
two submarinss and a few miner craft also fell inte Axis
hands.®3 Tons of strategle material, on & par with Kleist's

bag at ¥is, fell to the fermans at seversl of the military

247pid,

201assel, May 5, 19413 Department of the Army, German
Antiguerrills Operations in the Balkans (1941-1944), 074
Pamphlet Ho. 20~248 (Washingtons U.0. Gevernment ?rintimg
fo&ca}, Pe 6+ Hereafier cited as German Antiguerrilla
Operations.

285 orman Gamgaign in the Balkans, p. 64 and 112, "he
number was gained by adding the UU,000 captured in the south
te the 254,000 nriscners eapturaé alseghere. The torm Ceprman
means ethnie Germans from Slovenia, Banat, ete. that wers part
of the Yugeslav army,

271n14.,
gaLukacs, Pe 375,
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fronts, The Belgrade-~Niaz-Salonika rallroad wes now also
completely at the dispesal of the Germans, although much of
the track and many traina had been destroyed chilefly by the
Luftwaffse, Bubt suppllesz by way of the rallroad begsn arviving
2t Salonlke from Belgrade as early as April £0.29

On April 14, Jjust two days alter the fall of Belgrads
end elght daya after the beginning of the campsign, the
Germans ordered the trensfer of three corps hesdqusrters snd
gseven infantry divisions out of the Balkesn thestre of war in
order to give the men rest and prepare the equipment for the
impending invasion of Rugsia, S0 Consequently on April 21,
four days after the surrender of Yugoslavia, two motorized
divisions (60th snd 16th) were withdrawn from Yugoslavie,

Then on April 23, the 8th, 14th, and 1lth Panzer divigions

ot

it

were ordered te return fo Q@Pm&ﬁyié pon inspecting the tweo
motorized and thrse panzer divisions on April 28, Gsneral von
Thoma reported: *Litile wear end tear on vehicles” and "low
expendliure of smmunition,” but "rubber track bleocks badly

worn by mounteln roeds” (one division needad 1,900 rubber

29%he ther these suppllies came from Belgrade all the way
en the same traln, this suthor does not know. There ware
many railroad bridges destroyed nsar Bslgrade, They could
have been repairsd or the loads could have been transferred
from river traffio.

30germen Cempaign in the Balkens, p. 151.

l1pid.
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track blocks). "Three weeks will be sufficient for rehabili-
tation of all units."S2

It could have been concelvably reported at the same
time that there were only four complete Gsrman divisionsa
{inecluding one mountain, one 83, and two infantry) and several
lesser units still in Yugoslavia,

By this time, 1t was nearly all over in (reece also,
due to a serles of catastrophes suffered by the Anglo-Greek
forceas. As early as 4April 10, the Germens werse in a position
to assault the Vermion-Allakhmon defenses, According to the
German plan at that time, two attack groups would be used for
the duration of the campaign invelving elght Germsn divisions,®®
The Anglo-~Graek position from the esst would be assaulted by
the 24 Panzer, the 5th and 6th Mountain, and 72¢ Infantry
divisions, The attack {rom the vieinity of the Bltol] Gap
would include the lst SS reinforced regiment (light division),
the 734 Infantry, most of the ©9th Panzer, and the 5th Panzer
(due to arrive on April 11).%4

On April 10, an advanced patrol, attached to t he Adelph
Hitler 83, discovered to its complete amazement that the
Bitol) Gap was only lightly guarded. Stume, without waiting
for the 5th Panzer dlvision, immedliately acted. That same

day the Cermans forced the Gap, and that eyening captured the

S2Halder, Vol. VI, April 25, 1941.
331pid., p. 91,
S41p1a.
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strategic Greek city of Florin#.®® The British ermored
brigade and the two Gresk divisions in the ares now rather
belstedly rushed up to meet the German advance. A two day
battle in 8 snowstorm followed (April 11-12), The Germans,
minus thelr Luftwaflfe advenced only slowly. The Germans

lost Ffour tanks during the battle., The British lossés are
unrecorded, but they probably were highsr.55 On the evening
of April 12, the British snd their Greek aliles "strategically
withdrew" to shorter defense lines anchored st CGrevens and
Kogzani on the left flank. The next day found the British
Armored Brigade protecting the flank near Kozeni, holding

8 favorsble defensive position on & hill overlooking s

broad stream, The only way the Jermans could reach the

stresm (it was thought) was by way of & nasrrow gorge. The
first two Gerwman tsnks ceming through the gorge were destroyed
by the British guns. Finally, in a trescherous crossing
downsiream, the Germans f{lanked the Britlish pesition. The
British, in asbandoning the hill, left thirty-two tenks intaect,

a number of antltenk guns, as well az a few trucks.o7 All

387he Bitolj Gap was defended by only 2,000 frontier
gusrds, Bncyclopedla Americana, ©9th ed., Vol. XXIX, p. 557,
It appears that reports from Tugoslavia were not clear and
the Britlsh and Oreeks did not expect such a rapid German
advance to the Gap. German Campsign in the Balkans, pp. 92-93,

36cerman Campalgn in the Balkans, p. 94.

57tn1d.
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resistance befors Kozani collapsed. On the morning of April 14,
an sdvanced spearhead of the 9th Panzer divislon reached the
city.ag
Mesnwhils, on April 15~14, the Greek RBplrus Aramy
attempted a withﬁrawalgsxtending along its entire Albanian
front. The CGermen 734 Infantry division and the Adolph
Hitler S8 were skoccessful in blocking the withdrawsl in the
north end, sc it seems, only the hesitant pursult of the
Itallans saved the situstion from sheer disaster, as it was
reported that confusion and panic among the Greek soldlers
was Wi@es§read‘39 However, the withdrawel dld sneable the
Greek Epirus Army to fall back on Gravena. Thie could have
conceivably helped the British in shortening their defense
linsg 1if 1t had not been for the Pritish disaster at Kozani,
Heanwhile, sdvancing from 3aleonika, the Germans had
forded the Vardar on April 11, Two columns began sssaulting
the Anglo-Ureek pesitlions, The strongest of these Cerman
columne began sdvancing along the mountainous cosstsl ares
edjacent to the Gull of Salonika, The objectives cf this
drive were Ksterini and Olympus Pasa. The other German column
moved Inland toward Servia, & olty Just south of the Aliakhmon
River, ZXaterini fell to the Cermen 24 Psnzer division on

April 14, just three hours after Kozani had fallen to the
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9th Penzer division.?0 Disaster now faced the British and
their Creslk allies. II the Germans were able to ssours
Olympus Pass and the CGerman drive in the dirsctlion of Servia
linked up with the German drive from Xozani, the Anglo-Gresk
army would bs @ff@etivé&y tyapped, The British therelore
informed Gensral Papagos that they wers preparing s "strategioc
withdrawsl® through Olympus Pass eand Tempe Gorge to Larlsss,
then from this latter city to beitter defenslive pesitions in
the vicinity of the psssea at ‘hermopylae and Brados. General
Papagos, at the same time, surgested that in light of the
clrcumstances the British should evacuste ths sntirs aaumtry.él
The British navy had already bsen alerted by the DBrltish
goverment of the nesd for such & possible evacuatlion, tenta-
tively scheduled to take place arcund April 26,42

Undar the cover of darkness on the night of April 15,
Greek and British troops began withdrawing through the moun-
tain passes, The retreat was covered by one Hew Zealand
brigade at Mount Olympus, one Hew Zesland battallion and an
Australisn Brigade st Tempe Gorge, and a force of several
mixed bsttalions near Kalsbeka to desl with the threat coming
from the dirsction of FKozani. For the next four days the

British retrested southward, harasaed all the way by the

401p14., p. 97.

4lvhe orand Allisnce, p. 226,
481p14., p. 226,
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Luftwaffe., On April 16, ths Zermans sasassultad Platenion Ridge,
at the Mount (Qlympus Pass, wlth one hundred tanks and filnally
broke thrcugh,45 At ths azsme time the Germsns advancsd on
Temps Gorge, a defile whoere all the rosds in the srez sonverged
lesding to Lerlsze., For two days, the Cerman advence was

held up by the Australisn and Wew Zeszland troops. finslly,

on April 18, the Gorge wss forced snd the defenders amilile
1ated.®® on April 19, Larissa fell, with the British lsaving
ten truckloads of ratlons and fusl behind Tor the egm@u&ﬁ@rﬁ;45
The next morning, the Oermans sntered Volos end captured "very
largs® guantitlies of orude snd dlesel oll left by the fleelng
Anzlo-Uresk ermy.# By April 20, the Germans were in sight

of Therwmopylae Pass, The British were ssafely behind the pass,
however, Thermepylae Pass wes, at the time, being held by
remnants of the New Zsaland divislon, while Drados Paas,
further inlend, was belng defended by ths 6th Australlan
division.?? The Cermans Ald not wish to test these Anglo-

Greslk positions, noi yet anyway.*g Por, in thse meantime

43German Campaign in the Balkans, p. 98,

44§§§§*

451p14., p. 107.

4@;&&9*

47The Grand Alliance. p. 228,

48Ibid., mentions that the Germans did not severely
test the new positicns,
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another danger had transpired for the British--a possible
flenking movement by the Adgiph Hitler S8,

On April 19, the Adolph Hitler regiment, protecting the
passes ageinst & possible Greek withdrswal from the Albanian
front in the vieinity of Gravena, now received orders to pro-
ceed to Yannina in order to prevent & possible Gresk withdrawal
in the scuth, Late in the day of April 20, the mission weas
completed following & pitched battle with the (Greeks in the
high Metsoon Pass of the Pindus Mountains.4® Now, with
elmost all the major pssses held by the Germans, his
soldlers' morale at a low point, and even the hesitant Itallan
ermy pressing forward, General Tsolakoglau urged the Greek
govarnment to capitulate. That same dey Tsolakoglau
surrendered the entire CGreek Epirus Army to the Germans, 50
The Adolph Hitler S8 was now free for a drive down the left
flank of the Anglo-Greek positions st Thermopylaes. Thie
threat was still four or five days away, but with no hope of
aid from the Greeks only one decislon could be made, and this
had to be done in & hurry--~to evacuste, The evscuation
tentatively scheduled for Aprll 28, was now definitely set
to commence on April 24, 1941,51

4930 rman Cempaipgn in the Balkans, p. 95.

507he Germans offersd honorable terms to the Greeks even
allowing the officers to keep their side arms. Mussolinl was
not consulted before the surrender, and the Itallsns remained
technically at war with Greece until April 23, Ibid.

51The Grand Allisnce, p. 229,




60

The rearwsrd movement to the beaches bhegan on the night
of April 22-23, and was carrled out for the next five
consecutive nights, ¥Nine points of embarkation were selected
along the coasstline between Marathon to the north and Xalamati,
in the Peloponnesus, to the south.9® The Luftwaffe, completely
unmolested in the air after destroying the last remaining
British planes »t Argus, continually attacked the Anglo~Greek
movemsnts and all the evacuating had to be done st night,

To compound the Anglo~Ureek miseries, the Germans forced the
passea et Thermopylse on April 85, On the following day
German parachuts troops captured the Cerinth Canal and sesled
of the Peloponnssus {rom tﬁe Greek mainlend.5% That same day
the Adolph Hitler 883 captursed Patros and also entered the
Paloponnesus. The following day (April 27), Athens fell to
the Cerman 24 Panzer division, as it was trying to outflank

& British pesition.®¢ British forces now fought & delaying
action whenever posgsible in order to get their last remaining
troops svacuated, The final evacuation waz completed on the
night of April 28-29, OGreece had alregdy surrendered on
April 24,

521b1d., p. 229-230.

53The Germsns wanted to capture the canal intact. They
were successful in doing this, but &n aceidental hit by a
British artillery shell struck the powdsr charge before the
Germans could remove it end the canal waa destroyed after mrll.

S41p14,, p. 108,
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The Gerwman victory over the Anglo-Greek forces on
mainland Gresce, in a sense, only appears & llttle less
spectacular than the German oconguest of Yugoslavia, During
the twenty~thres days of fighting on the Greek mainl nd the
Germanas suffered only 5,100 casualtiss, with 1,100 of these
1lsted as ki11ed,%® The British alone leost 11,840, either
killed or casptured, ocut of their Expeditionary Force of
53,051 men,?8 Numerous other British sellors lost thelr lives
on the more than twenty ships of the British Empire sunk by
the Luftwaffe,57 Alzo, the Cermans took some 270,000 Greek
prisoners during the campailgn.B® True, the German panzer
divislons engeged In ths eampalign lost between thirty snd
forty tenks,5® but the British donveniently mads up this
lesg by leaving thirty-two tanks for the CGermans in one
engagement, The only serlous losses were suffered by the

Luftw&ffa, ag over one hundred of their planes were alther

55&@rmaﬂ ﬁampaign in the Balk&ns, pe 1123 Tipp@lgkireh
ps 161, Tlalms there were only 709 dead and missing in both
Yﬂgasl&via and OGresce; Adolph Hitler announeed the sasualtles
smountsd to less then 5,500 in both campaligns, Lukscs, p. 384.

561he Grand Allience, pp. 232-233,

57ivid., pp. 222, 230, and 232-233,
5806 pman Campaign in the Balkans, p. li2.

E9his appears to be nearly corrsct, but concelvably
some of the conoclusion of the campaign. Ibid., ps 943
Halder, May 8, 1841. ;
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shot down or had crashed during the egmpaign.ég But besldes
sinking a ascors of Britieh ships, at leagt thirty Greek ships
were sunk by the Germsn air arm,sl and the British losses in
planes scemed zlmost ms high ag that suffered by the Germens,®®
On the other hand the (erman vietory had its drgwbacks,
The British gsined control of almoat the entirs (Gresk navy
ineluding 8 orulser, six destroyers, and four submarines, 8%
The Gresk mounitainous roads and rough terrain had a grest
effect on the Germen motorized squipment, 2s indicated by the
Garman supply headgusrters at Larlssa reguesting 1,500 new
tires 2%t one point in the Gampaigﬁ,ﬁé Moreovey, the Germans
had et leaat ten divisions snd one veglment 2tlll in ftreece .68
BEight of these divislions, including all three panzer, were

scheduled to take part in the lsunching of Barbarcsss, 56

60paumbach, p. 76. Churchill's The Grand Alliance,
pe 233, claims confirmed enemy losses of 251 pisnes LTom
Kovember to the end of the Gresk campaign. This may be so,
but probably mapy of the planes were Itallan or shet down
before-the campaign began.

6lone Grand Alliernce, pp. 222 .and 233.

62)t least the 100 planes the Pritish had in CGreece
were destroyed before the campalgn ended,

63The Grand Allisnce, p. 233.

€4german Campaign in the Balkans, p. 107.

65incluéing the elight mentioned during the final phase
¢f the ecsmpaign and the 164th and 80th Infantry divisions and
the 1285th regiment oceccupying Esstern Hssadonia, Thrace, and
Saloniks.

66mhe 5th and 6th Mountain divisions are the exceptionsa,



83

RAiechtholfen's Eilghth Alr Corps and units of Leoelw's FPourth
Air Force werse scattared throughout the Balkans., HMost of
Richthofen's planes wars scheduled to launch the Rugsian
Invasion {rom bases In Polsnd and East Prussias, whlle most
of Loehr's cpalt were assisned to supporit Pield Marshal
Gerd von Rundstedt's thrusts from Rumania.87

To make mattsrs aven more difflcult, on April 25, the
Fushrer extended Operation Marits to include the Aegesn
"appandazes® and strateglc island of Crets, The new code
name of Opesration Mereury was asslzned the lattsy yrﬁjeat.ﬁe
Thias cauae flalder to approximate the date lor the German
invasion of the Spviet Union as "June 12, 1941,"8% But on

April 20, Hitler announced that "Operation Barberossa will

begin on June 22, 1241.," The military was at the same time

mﬁ@@r@é to follow 2 "maximum performance timeteble® from
May 25 to the fingl date of executlon, 0

According te Hitler'!s new sxtended plan for operation
in the Balksns, the Aegean Islands would be oceupied by the
164th Infantry division whioh wasg at that time occoupying

Bastern Mscedonia. Smell boats would be used for the project,

€74alder, Vol. VI, May 12, 1941.
68pag Heer, Vol. IT, p. 84.
6%ug1der, Vol. VI, April 28, 1941. The probable dste

of June 12 1s alsc mentionsd in a report of April 28, 1841,
in Iriels of War Criminsls, Vol. X, p. 983,

70rrials of War Criminels, Vol. X, p. 984, (Italics, mins.)
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most of which would come from the Cresk booty, The malin task
of taking Crats would bs assigned to the 7th Airborrns divisien
then stationed in Bumanis, The divisgion would be trensported
from Ducharest to Creece by the use of 4,800 trucks,’t The
origlinal plan callsd on this psrschute division te be sssisted
ot the ground bty the 22¢ Alrborne division whioh wes spscife
leally trained for sn opsration of this sort, This division,
toc, was in Rumsnie, The Barbsrcsss plsnning unit cblected
toe the use of this division on the grounds that it would "rob®
Barbarosga of valusble trevsportation,’® Thus, it was dscided
thet one of the mountaln divisiens in the sress would asselst
the 7th Alrborne division during the Crets operatlion.

By serly Fay, the Cerman Genersl 3teff wes erxpressing
sn attltude of discouregement over the developing szituastien
In the southesst, end the ferty~twe days allowed on May 30

by the Fuehrer te prepare for Barbercsss must hisve ssemed

£

o

like a very shert tiws Iindeeds The Germans still hsd to move
better than thirty divisions from the west plus thoss in
ireece and Yugosisvia, and the Cermens were auffering from

an acute shortage of motor vehicleg now intengified by the
“Crete decislion.” The 300 trucks and 400 automobiles sssigned

to the eastern bulldup aress from the Greek and Yugoslav

7lfaider, Vol., VI, May 8, 1941.
721pid., April 28, 1941,
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booty aided very little when compared to the over=ali needs,”S
Also rosds, bridges, ralls, snd trains were in bad need of
repair in both Yugoslavia and Greecce, Halder frankly sdmitted
that because of transportation difficulties, the time needed
for the re~fitting of ell unlts, and the pending Crete
campaign, 1t was likely that two panzer divisiona (24 and 8th),
and one motorized division (60th) could not be ready for the
launehling of Barbarossa,’'® fTo compound the diffleulties,
Richthofen was demanding rall transportation to the Polish

and East Prussian build-up areas for his entire corps. This
feat would have required the uss of approximately four hundred
materiel traine. Halder countered that this could only be

done if Barbarossa were postponed from seven to nine days.’9
Fortunately, soon after, Hitler declided that mest of the ground
persconnel attached to the Eighth Alr Corps would be sent to
their deployment areas in Poland and East Prussia as soon as
posslble, bubt with one hundred materiel treins being provided
for shipment only as far as Oderberg. The flying units would
remain, however, until they could be released from the Crete
aampaign.76 The Fuehrer eased the transportation problem

further by deciding to keep the 2d and Bth Panzer divislens

T3Ibid., May 6, 1941, and May 8, 194l.
T41pi4., April 30, 1941,

781pid., May 12, 1941,

761p1a., Mey 13, 1941,
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in Greece until after the successful conelusion of Operatlion
Mersury. The 5th and 6th Mountaln divlisions, that were to
assiast in teklhg Crete, were alsc ordered t. remain in Greece,
as were the 164th Infantry, then cecupying the Aegean Islands,
the 50th Infantry, oceccupying the Vardar River Valley and
Salonkka, and the 125th Regliment, stationed at Salonike,
Exocept for the number of antlaireraft units, all other German
troops and thelr egquipment were expected to re-~deploy as soon
as p@saible.?7

Looking back, the Yugoslav milltery campaipgn was easy
and seemed to cause no further delsy in Opesrstion Barbsrossa,
Mereover, there can be no doubt that the CGerman invasion of
Yugoslavia contributed to the more rapid defeat of the OGreeks
and their British allies. This could mean that the Fuehrer
had been searching for an excuse to attack Yugoelavia all
along end that his apperent anger at the Yugoslav "aoup" was
8lightly feigned., But evikdeneéd poilnts to the contrary, since
Pleld Marshal Kelitel and General Jodl testiflied that they hed
drawn up the new invesion plans within forty-seight hours after
the "eoup,””8 and most of the divisions used in northern

Yugoslavia had been transferred from other aress.’? On the

V?Thig was gained from several sources notably Halder,
May 13, 1941; and U.S., Department of Army, German Antiguer~
rilia Operations in the Balksns (1941-1944), p. 16. |

78gea: "Chapter I," page 18,
RETYY "Chapter 1I," p. 31.
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other hand, the Fushrer must have been aware of the Yugoslave
Greek-British position., Halder reslized the weskness of
Yugoslavia and it wes apparent that Ceneral Papagos was not
withdrawing from Albania. The forces in Bulgaris were,
moreover, tailor-made for the task.

Meanwhile, poor Halder, Eitler had postponed Barbarossa
"up to four weeks"8C in March; the Germans had allowed four
weeks for the re-~deployment of German division from Greece
after "driving out the British”;81 the Greek cempeipn had
ended on April 30, while on the same date only four divisions
assigned to Barbarossa were left in Yugoslavia. But the

invasion of Crets was to complicate everything.

80gee: "Chapter I," p. 18.
Blgee: "Chapter I, p. 1l.



CEAPTER IV

THE INVASION OF CRETE

In the spring of 1941, Hitler appeared to have little
doubt about the strategle value of Crete, sven though his
immediate plans for conquest at the time only involved the
Suez Canal and the Middle East as s secondary theatre of war,
He feared that es long es the British poesessed the island,
they @oulé probably maintein naval and alr superiority in the
esstern Medlterranean while the bulk of the Luftwaffe was
engaged in Russla., Crete could also serve az a British spring-
board to the Balksn coast or serve as s potentisl air base
from which the Rumanian oil flelds could be atteecked, On the
other hand, with Crete in Axis hands, British threats in the
ares would be eliminated and the 3sa lanss in the Aegean
would be safe, Crete could alsoc serve as a potentisl Axis
Jump-off base for naval and air operations in the eastern

Mediterranean.l More important still, with the impending

lrhere can be little doubt that these were the views of
Hitler since almost &ll are expressed at one time or ancother.
Seet Halder, Vol. VI, October 24, 1640; Hitler's letter %o
Mussolinl on November 19, 1840, Luksos, p. 347.

€8
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invasion of Rusasis, it could be used te support a ground
offengive against Egypt and the Suez Canal by the Italians
and the meager German forcas under the commend of General
Erwin Rommel,.®

Bven go, Hitler, after ammouncing Operation Merecury,
was tempted several times to postpone the preject indefinitely
and did not make his final commltment for the invasion of
Crete until May 18,3 Pogsibly he wes welghing a few of the
arguments ageinsat the invasion of Crete volced by some of his
generalas, Some felt that too many first-class troops and
especielly plenes were being diverted to a secondary theatre
of war, Alsc transportation that might otherwise be used
for Barbarossas would instead be ubilized for Operstion
%areury.é In the end, spparently Hitler felt that too many
divisions would be needed in the Bslkans with Crete in British
hands. Thus, it would be better to eliminste thls potentisl
sore spot while ths planes wers avallable rather than having
to do it later when much of the German Air Force would be

committed in Rusaia‘5

23se view of Halder, Vol, VI, A§r11 24, 1941,

SHalder, Vol. VI, May 12, 1641, states: "They will
have to meke up their mind whether or not they want fo do
'Merkur' (Mercury).® Halder, Vol. VI, May 13, 1941, indicstes
that they finally declded te do the operation,

4Halder, Vol. VI, May 12, 1941,

S57his 18 indicated by the number of troopz hs ordered
to remalin in Greece untll after Operation Mercury.
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The German invasion of Crets waa tentatively scheduled
to sommence on May 18, 1941.% Since this was to be Goering's
show, the entire German invesion forces were to bes commanded
by Genersl Richthofen of the Eighth Air Corps and General
Kurt Student of the Eleventh Air Corps. The latter corps
would consalst of the 7th Airborne division and the S5th
Mountaln division, The 6th Mountain division would be kept
in reserve, The plan worksd out by ths alr force c¢alled for
18,000 men to be droppsd or landed from the alr and s further
7,000 te be landed from the sea.’ Except for a few security
planes to protect ths Sumanian oll fields, sll the planes of
the Fourbh Alr Porce and Eighth Alr Corps were to be transe
Terred as soon sa possible to airfields at Meneldl, Eleusis,
Argos, Attlea, the Pslopommesus, Italisn Rhodea, and the
Aegean Islsnds, In all, 650 sirdraft were to supporit the alr
and sesa Zamdingﬁ.a In order to ferry the troops to Crebe for
the operation, 530 transport alreraft and 100 gliders were to
be brought in from as far awsy as garmay,g The reinforcements

from the ses were to bs brought in by 63 ceptured motor-sailers

8galder, Vol. VI, May 17, 1941.
vﬁart, p. 160,

81he Grand Alliance, p. 279; Oerman Campalen ggkthe
Balkans, D. 184,

®7he Grand Alliance, p. 279, corresponds to Halder,
Vol. VI, !ﬁay §§, 41,
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{oalques) and seven captured freighters each with a 300-ton
eapacity.lg Several Itallian destroyers were expected to
provide the sscort, as was the Lultwalfe. While this bulldup
was taking place, the 164th Infantry divlslon was expected

to oeccupy the Aegean Islands in small boats commencing May 1,
and concluding their operation sround lsy 11,

The carrying out ol these planas by the CGermans was much
more difficult than 1t might appear. Even though most of the
planes were expected to Lly to thelr new asssigned flelds and
most of the transports were lozded wlth supplies as well, the
German transportetion system in Creece as elsewhsre was
saversly taxed, In Gresce, the roads became badly conygested
with troops trying to leave and others entering at the same
time; the makeshilt rcad repalrs were failing to hold up at
srucisl moments; mueh of the railrosd track In Greede and
Yugoslavia had not been repasired; and the CGresek harvors had
been well mined by the British.s A Germsn Twelfth Army report
on May 8, frankly stated that it was worse than during militsry
Qp@?ati@ms.ll Then, as more plenes begsn arriving in Greece,
it was discovered that the Germens were suffering an acute
shortage of tanker trucks.+2 The trucks were requlisitioned

from areas ss far sway ss France,

lﬁagyman Campaign in the Balkens, p. 1l24.
lyp1d,, p. 129,
121144,
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After the Fuehrer had decided that the Crate operation
would tske place, he poastponed the project for two days in
order to allow the ocscupstion of Antikythers, Halder and
others protested to this on the grounds that all possibllities
of surprise in the invasicn of Crete would be lost and 1t
would probably cause & delav in Barbarcssa.l® But the Furehrer
had his wey and the (Crete inveslon was pestponed until May 20.

Howsver, there would have baen no surprise achisved in
the Crete invaslon, Antikythera or not, British agents in
ireecas transmlitted accurate Iinformetion on the German bulldup
and laft 1ittle doubt as to the new Cerman @bj@ctive,lé
Churchill algo had few doubis as to the sirstegle wvalus of
Crate, The British wevre preparsed o stop the Germen tide here
and now and possibly ehange the complexion of the wer. The
strength of the lslend was incresased from 24,000 to 28,800 men,
Additional tenks, sntisirveralt and fleld gunsz were brought
from North Afriecs, and sven from the British homelsnds in order
to bolater the defense of Crote. fThe British would alsc commit
almost thelr entire Mediterrsnean {lest to the sxpected fray,
ingluding at least: one sircraflt carrisr, three battleshlps,

nine cruisers, and twenty-four daﬁtraysrs,la Only in the air

1%ma1der, Vol., VI, May 17, 1941.
l4pne Grand Allisnce, p, B71.

157ngre were probably more. This many are wentioned by
Churchill in various psges throughout The Grand Alliencs.
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were the British defenses weak, but even bere they wsre
willing to do the best they could, The islsnds' alr defanses
ware incresssd from twenty-two to almost slxty planes by the
addition of new Leicesters to the Crets aquaér@ns.l& Ag
General Wavell stated 1t, the Germans would probsably find their
"agorcher,” ss the impending German invasion of Crets was
cslled, "s red hot propozition, "7

¥esnwhile the Germens were continulng thelr prepsrstions
for the sasseault of the 1slsnd, Aceording te the Germsn plan
ef sttack, thres general arses in Crete would resesive the
basvisst Cermsn concentrations: Hersklion in the esmst; Retlmo
in the center; end Suds Bay, Cansa, end the 2irfisld at Haleme
in the wegt., The septure of the sirfisld at Malswe was to e
the Cirst mejor objective., The base was to recsive contlinual
borbing snd strafing for "at lssst” one hour aftsr ths first
wave of German planes had arrived over the lsland., Ey that
timse, 1t could bs vemsonably sssusred, the Britlsh delfensss
sround the aslr baee would be rendersd impotent. Transport
planes end gliders would follow up the bomblng by coming in
with the first wsve of sssault troops who would, aceording to
the plasn, parachute in next to the slr base, or land jusi west
of the rield, The asseult groups would then establish them-
selves with the ald of the Luftwalfse, and follow this up

15Tha Grend Alliance, pp. 279 and 282,

71p14., p. 282,
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with a prompt attack on the alr hase, After the base wes
secured by the German force, 1t could then be used to bring
in more reinforcements for an attsck on Canea and Suda Bay.
Latsr In the day, whsn the Pritlish would be more likely
rushing reinforcements toc Malsme, the #ame prosedurs would
be applled to the alr baszes at Heraklion end Rétimo.lg

The German attack commenced ail dawn on May 20, 1841,
with violent air bombardment and strafings throughout the
entire 131&nd; Haleme was hit the hardest, and within a few
minutes after the initial attacks almost all of her antieircraflt
batteries were silenced,:®

. By 8100 a.m. there seemsd to be little left of the

base. Ythe hangars were all destroyed, fires had broken out
all over the airfield, and the field ssemed to be ringed in
fiames, Then the rirst wave of German troop trasnsport plenes
began srriving. The defenders, who had momenterily abandoned
their weapons during the terrific Luftwaffe raids, by this time
had returnsd to théir ststlions snd began pouring in & murdercus
firve at the transpart planes and glida?s. One after another
of the German troop carriers landed prématureiy on the beaches;
gome landed directly on the lire-swept fleld, while others

crashed in the scrub. The first German paerschutists, who

18zbid., p. 279-280, containas mueh of the CGerman plan
for the attack whiech was acquired by the British after the war,

1gIbld., p. 241, in Churchill's words, "put out of
aotion practically at oncs.”
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Jjumped from altitudes of thres hundred to six hundred feat,
were slther shot in the ast of coming down or were engaged
in hend to hand fighting by the defendera, Becamuse of the
cloge guartsrs of combat, it wss almest impeagible for the
Luftwarfe tc give support. The result wes that slmost the
entire first few wavas of troops lsndlng st Meleme were
wiped aut,ao Lieutenant Gensrsl Wilhelm Suessman, the
dezignated German commander of the ground foreces in Crete,
was killed, and Major CGeneral Bugene Meindl, the gommander
of the Germen forces at Maleme, was seriously woundead, 5+
Beemingly oblivious i¢ these losses,; the (ermans kept coming
s the orsck-up of German plenes continuved, It was not
until the late afterncon of MHay 20, that the Germans were
able to establish themselves and hold pesftions west of the
base. The British etill retained pﬁ&ﬁ@%ﬁi@n of the sirfield,
however.

During the same afbernoon, similar Germen tactics were
employed at Retimo snd Heraklion with almost simllar results.
By nightfall, only scattered German units were sble to estab-

lish themselves in the vicinity of the two air bases, 1In all,

201b1d., p. 285-286; German Campsign in the Balkans,
pe 130,

2lGermen Campalgn in the Balkans, p. 180.
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the Germans had stiempted to land 7,000 troops during the
first dey., It was estimated that at least 4,000 of thess
troops wers Gﬁﬁﬂ&lti@@;gg
The next morning, the Britlsh were forced to abandon
¥eleme, beceause the Jermans had cleared oul many of ihe
dafensive poaitlons during the night., After the capture
of the airiield, the Germans only made a secondary effort
to land troops at Heraklion and Retimo, in order to concen-
trate st Walems and the Suds Bay area, Ths German reinforce-
mants were landed dlrscily on ths pockmarksd alrstrip sincs
the British kspt up an arilllery and wmortor barrage on the
Tield, The British fire ceassed only when Luftwaffs fighters
and bombers were flying naar by, <he German transport planes
came in a%t ten to fifteen minute intervals, landing from
forty to £ifty men each,®d This pace, along with the freguent
misheps on the landing fleld end with only one airfleld in
ferman handa, csused a great deal of concern to the German
laaderships, In spite of the risks invelved, the only solution

appeared to be to try to vsinforcs the Germans by ses during

281 mey be & little high but it muzt be ~loss.
Halder mentionas that the assault regiment of the 7itn sirborne
suffered nearly 1,000 dead and lost 5C officers,., Halder,
Vol,: Vx, ﬁ&‘y 28, 19041,

237he Grand Alliasnce, p. 280,
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the night ss previcusly planned.34

The first conuvoy was sent
cut by the Germang to COrete on tha nlght of May 21, and
promptly disaat&r gtruck s a Dritish flest of three crulsers
snd {our ﬁasff@ysrﬁ gighted the Cermans., In tha ensuing
siruggle for survivel, ithe Cerwmane lost 2t least 600 out of
the 2,800 men stiached to this sesnborne fores,25 Moanwhille,
that meme evening av hkisleme, ithe British eounterattacked, but
the attack was prompily repulsed by the Germans.

Un Hay 272, with more troops continually being landed as
reinlorcements, the CGermsns began theilr slow advance boward
the town of Canem &nd nearby Suda Bay. The battle was to
lest five days, es the Briftish, constently being "harrassed”
by the Iuftwelfe, shecked the Jerman eadvance et ¢rucisl points,
The CGermans made seversl mors attempts to reinfores their
units by sea, but in every astitempt the Gearman's bosts were
forced to turn back. No sericus losses wsre sulfered by
the Germang in these latter sesborne conveys. However, on
the night of Mey 81, several battalions of the 24 Panzer

division were caught by the British gsillng out of Patros

247These were the first Cerman plans, but then the heavy
coneentration of British werships seemed to cause the compro-
wmige of ths plens terpovsrily in the hopes that ths battle would
e ezsier and the reinforeing by sea would not have to be done.

25Churenill olsims that, "about four thousand men drowned
that night,” Tha Grand Alliance, p. 288, But Halder ststes
these losses as being about 50U out of the 2,300 men in the
sonvey, Halder, Vol, VI, May 28, 1€41.
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heading around the Peloponnesus (presumably to 8seloniks). The
Jermansg lost 1,328 men and most of the division's light and
wadian artil&aryggﬁ

Az the CGermsr battle for Cenes continted, the British
were sucosaasful in landing twe hattallons of reinforcaments
on the south coasi. Marchlng overland, the battalions egsed
tne pressurs on Herakllon, German detachments, meanwhile,
had isolated ths Retlmo garrison by eutting the poad sasi and
wogt of the alrfisld a3 more German reinforcements wers
dropped Dy alr into thias ares,

On May 27, the Germans finally suscessdsed in breaking
through the Allled defeunses covsring Canea and by soc doing
rendsred Suda Bay untenaBle, The Brltish now made thelr
deolsgion Lo svacumte the entire izland &3 scon as vossidble,
It was hoped thet this sould all bs done In one night in
ordsr to excape the Lultwalls, The Imperlal forces in the
Canea ares, consisting of the Hustralian sznd the New Zealsnd
brigades and the Brltish merine snd commandos, taking wost
of thelr heavy agulpment, withdrew acreoss the mountaing teo
Sphakis that same evening,

On the night-of ¥ay 28-89, British warships evacusted
the Herskllon gerrigon but gsuffered severe demages to ships
end troops by the Lultwslfe., At the same time the evacuation

from Sphskie commenced, with only one ship damaged, &s the

28paider, Vol, VI, May 22, 19041,



Royal Air Force in Egypt supported the operation. The next
night, iha British ships returning only to Sphakla, completed
the evacuation, with the Luftwaffe sinking & British crulser
in the process, <he British evamcuated sbout 16,000 trocps
altegsﬁh@r.gv The isolsted Australian and Greek garrisons
at Retimo, having recelved no orders to withdraw, continued
fighting until May 31, when they were finally overwhelmsd,
The struggle for Crete wess expensive for all involved.
Out of the approximately 610 transport planes (Ju-52t%s) the
Germans had on all fpents,gg 530 were involved in the invasion
of Crete, Out of this latter totsl 250 eracked up,” with
130 listed as a total loss .29 Furthermore, at least 50 of
the 100 gliders used were beyond repair,30 The number of
bombers, fighter, snd reconnalssance cralt lost was a2lsc
very high since between 120 and 150 of these were either

shot down or crashed,>* According to a study of the German:

2Trhe Grand Allisnes, p. 301.

gsFiguraé by adding the losses (130) to the twelve
groups of 40 each remaining, Halder, Vol, VI, June &, 19641,

291b1d., May 28, 1941; June 5, 1941,

501bid., May 28, 1941, Total losses were 170, minus
130 Ju-HEts equals 50 plidsrs.

Slnis figure 1s somewhat debatabls. KXarl Bartz, Swestika
in the Air (London: Willliam Kimber, 18568), p. B8, implies
Thet ebout 120 of these planes were lest, but he sp@aks in
terms of men, not machines, Garmaﬁ Campaign in the Balkans,
pe 141, elaims that in all, 350 planes wers destroyed, but fixes
the figura of thoss participatimg too high. Other sources fix
the total planes lost at about 300 ineluding trensports and
gliders,
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logses on Cretes, the concluslon was reached that the Cermans
suffered 6,453 casualtles: 2,071 killed, 2,584 wounded, and
1,788 misaing (most presumsbly dead from drowning).% fThis
study of the losses on Crete did not consider the 1,328 men
of the 24 Panzer division lost when their ship was sunk on
May 21-22, Xost significant of all, however, was the effsct
on the Fushrer of the nesrly 4,000 casualties suffered by
the ellte 7th Alrborne division. He deeclared to Genersl
Student that "the day of the parachuts trocps is ovep,"3d
thus ending for the duration of the war any usefulness that
thie type of division might render.

The British losses were even more severa. Besides
losing the strategic islend of Crets, 2,000 British gailors
lost their lives, snd nearly 5,000 Britikh desd were counted
on the islsnd itself.,®% The Germens also took over 12,000
British and Greek prisoners during the Crete eampaigﬂ.35
The number cof PBritish ships sunk or damaged by the Luftwalflse
wasg enormous. The Royal Kavy lost three crulsers, six

destroyers, three torpedo boats, five motor torpedo boass,

523‘5;, Department of Army, German Casusities, Crete 1941
(Waghiingtont U,3. Government Printing Offlce, 19533, Pe S
"British military hlstorians seem inclined to accept the high-
est German figures (6,453 men) as correct.,”

'§3Rart, p. 160,
34Bgrtz, p. 88 The Grand Alllsnca, p. 301.

551bid. Bartz's figures are much higher, claiming the
Germans took 14, 511 prisoners.



o~ -

[+ N

two motor boats, end nineteen shore boats. The German ailr
Porce alsc seversly damaged an asircrsft carrisr, three
battlsships, three crulsers, and sight dsstroyers, 36

Even though slmost all of the German planes involved
in the Crete invasion were earmarked for the Russisn campaign,
and thelr losaes wers enormous, the Fushrer must have felt s
deep satlsfaction over the plight of the British. They would
net be in a position to teat his "soft underbelly® for some
time, snd, morsover, the Rumanisn oll flelds were now out
of the range of most British bombers. The Fushrer was now
fres to fulfill his "last will and testament”™ and to deprive
the British of thelr last hops on the continent of Hurope.

Two days after the ccneclusion of the Crete campalgn (June 1),
ths Fuehrer issusd his final timeteble for the German invasion
of Hussia. “Barbasrossa would begin on June 22," as previously
scheduled.d’

That the great UGermsn victory at Crete might later
become & factor in Hitlert's losing the war must have seemsd
inoredible to the world at the time, but thers is not s doubt,
wlithout considering cther factors, that Hitler's decisien to

invade Creste caussd a further postponement Iin the Barbaroess

361he Grang Alliance, pe 303, llets six orulsers; Bartz,
p. 88, 1Ists eight; Rurt von Tippﬁiakirsh, Geshlehte Das Zwelten
Weltkriefs (Bonm: Athenaum Verlsg, 1856), p. 175, sdds one

more cruiser to the Britlsh losses, probably the #1ji whioh

was reduced to a floseting hulk.

S7Halder, Vol. VI, June 1, 1941.
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time schedule. The Fudhrer had declded to invede Crete on
April 25, and five days later established the Invaslon of
Rugela for June 22, The German Oeneral 8tefl had sllowed
four weeks for the re-deployment of divisions from Gresce,
but then after the Fushrer had decided to lnveds Crete, fixed.
June 12 &s the probable date for the commencement of the
Ruseian invasion with full knowledge that the Crste inveslion
wesz pending and would ceuse & delsy in the re-dsployment of
divisions from GQresce, The German Genmeral Ztaff wee undoubt-
sbly underestimeting the taxing problems that the Crete
campalgn would cause and the time requlrsd by the Lultwaflfe

units to be re~fitted and re-deploysd for Barbarosss,



CHAPTER V

RE-DEPLOYMENT OF DIVISIONS FOR BARBAROSSA

Prior to the Italian invaaion of Greece, two Gsrman
strategle surveys for a poasible German invasion of Russia
were completed, O(ne estimated that the Germans could have
epproximately 147 divisions, ineluding ninetssn panzer and
twelve moterlzed, available for an invagion of Russis in the
spring of 1941.1 The other surmised that the Germans "at best®
would be sble to provide only 145 divisions for a Russian
operationd during the following spring:g
In December, 1841, soon after Hitler had decided to
wage war in (Greecs ss well as Russia, the German Gensral
3talff adopted plans esteblishing 145 divisions, Including
nineteen penzer and fourteen motorized, for the invasion of
the Soviet Union "toward the end of May, 1941."% These plans,
based on the 1dea that (reece would be eliminated as & military
factor sand Yugoslavia as well aas Bulgsris would join the

Tripartite Pact, sgsigned only two existing German army

lfhe "Marchs Plan® completed on August 5, 1940. U.S.,
Department of Army, German Campaign in Russia . . . Planning and
Qg%ratisns, (1940~19&%) (Waahington: U.S5. Government Print%ng
Office, 1955), p. 41, Hereafter clted ss German Campaign.

21bid., pp. 14-15,
S1bid., p. 38.
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divisions and one regiment to the entire Balkan area during
the projected Russlian inv&si@nﬁd

Ths German Genersl Staff held te his plan based on 145
divisions being available for a Russlan invasion up to March 17,
1941, The Puehrer then declded to detach sight divlsions,
previously allotted to Barbareosssa, and assign them the separate
role of driving the British from Greece. As previously men-
tianaé; this declsion was nullified on Merch 87, when the
Fuehrer declded tov invsde Yugeslavia and te postpone Barbarossa
“up to four weeks.® For the next two weeks, the Barbaroassa
planning unit did not know positively how many dlvisions would
e available for a war apainst Russia.

However, the Fuehrer had alresdy decided that the
meeuy&tiﬁn of conguerad Groece and Yugoslevia would be lsrgely
the responsibility of others. As Hitler explainsd to Mussolini,
all he wanted for Germany was the protection ¢f supply and
communication routed to the German air bases that would be
established in Creece and possibly Crete, the safeguarding of
the copper~preducing area in northwest Serbla, the priority
of German shipping on the Danube, and the fermer economiec |
privileges granted Cermany by the Yugeslav government., Even

the sccupation of Attica and Saloniks was to be primarily the

4rhis is obvious from the distributien chart from Das
Heer, Vol. II, p. 111, couple with the Fuehrer's decision of
April 17, withdrawing meven divisiens from Bulgeria, Ibid.,
Ppe 84~85; and German Campaign in the Balkans, p. 89,




duty of the Italisnz, as first viewsd by Hitler, altbough
the area would be technically under joint nccapabx@n.s

Bven so, the Jermaneplanned aress of intersst in the
Balkans oould not be sceupled by snly twe and one-shird
divisions . Thersfore, oo April 13, Hitler orderesd the dralie
ing of fifteen additional divisions ue be pude up malnly of
men over shirty-five yeers of sge, Because of the Heloh's
limited resources snd the svallsabiliiy of the caplured matss
rial, €b@@@ now divisions were to be eduipped slmosd exclu~
geively with war boety. It was further planped that Lhe divisions
wore to coocupy Serble apd the German zone of latersst 1ln
Cromtie; four other divisiong would be ved to strengbhen the
German sooupstlion in the west, in Horway, or in the Balkans.
The remeining seven divisions would be used to replace and
make availsble additiocnsl divisions for Barbarsssa.’ This
resulied In the Gerwman Ceneral Zuslf adopbing the ooncept of
at lesat 168 divieions beling savellable lor the invasien of

ﬁﬁiﬁiaga

5@@?@&& Antiguerrills Operationm., p. 13.
%@g@ lear, Vol, II, p. 86,
"mid., p. 111,

g,_i@», Pe 308 and pp. 187-191, The latter pages

include a distribution chart fer all the German divisione and
their assignments on Jupe 22, 1841, See the “Appendix” also.



As alresady stated, the Fuehrer withdrew his lorces very
rapidly from Yugoslavia so that by the beginning of May there
were only four divisiocns (294th and 1834 Infantry, 4th Houn-
vain, snd Gross Deutehland $8), a few bettalions of berder
guards, and part of the 9th Panzer left in that country. 4ll
four of these divislons as well as the unlte of the iBth Panzer
ware to be r&plaaedgby four weak seocurity divisiong (704th,
71l4th, 717th, and 718th) and re-integrated inte Barbareoss as
soon as the divisions soheduled for occupstion had completed
thelr crganization and basie %raining;g The latter was
scheduled to take place during early June.

While the Crete invasion wag stlll in progress, HEitler
devided teo keep the Hth Mountain division in Crete, the 6th

Mountein divis

!-Pa

Lon for the necupsation of Athens, tha 164Lh
Infantry division in the hAegean Appendages and ﬁaiamika, and
the 124th reglwment in salanika.lﬁ Heither of the mountain
divisions nor the 124th regiment was slated to take part in
Operation Barbarocess, However this was not the case¢ with the
l€4th Infantry divisien. Conssquently, the Barbarossa plan-
ning unit waa forced to reduce the total divisions expected

for the Russian operation te 151. The Fuehrer alse decided

to detach one armored battalion, one motorcycle~rifle battalion

and one rifle regiment fror the 5th Panzer division for duty

®mvid., p. 86; Halder, Vol. VI, May 13, 1941,

10
Halder, Vol., VI, May 28, 1941.
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in Athens for the time beiny beceuse of ths "aitmosphere”
in the city and the fallure of the Itallens to supply ocosupa-
tion traﬁgs.ll Although the Itallans soon alter lurnished
twelve divisions for the occcupation of Oresce, with one divie-
sion available {or the Peloponnsse snd another for Attica,
the Fuehrer retalined all ﬂf these previocusly mentionsd troops
in Greece,i®
While Hitler was insistlag that the date feor téﬂ invesion

of Russie was aob furthar te be postponed, by the end of Hay
the dermans still hed the following divisions in Gresce
scheduled to take part in Barbarossae; the 24 and Bth Panzer

ivisions, the 48th and 734 Infantry divisions, and the
Adolph Hitler 38, In addition, the infaniry divisions hed
been weakensed Ly ithe detachment of two medium antiairceraflt
battalions for Crete, while szch panzer divialion had %o
eontribute one light antiaircralt batialion for the defense
of the islsnd.'® ALl five of these divisions began their h
noieward journey during the {irst seven days of June., But by
this time, 1t seemed ebvicus to the German General Staff that
noene of thess divislions would be ready for the launching ef
Barbarossa, It was even doubtful whether the 9th Panzer

division would be ready for the June 22, invasion even though

llgbid¢, May 28, 1941, and May 351, 1941,

;izbm., May 29, 1941.

T6id., May 27, 1941. Apparently this included the
9th Panzer as well as the 24 and 5th.



Lt

1t had resurnsd to Germany around May PO, The 24 Panger
division on ite arrivel in Gersany was promptly ordered to
asalist the Bth Panzer Iin getiing 1%s ejulpment %ag&th@f.iﬁ
Alrewady the 24 Panzer baving loet & goed shsre of it auuipe
ment through sinking, and the B5%th Panzsr, hsving lelt
opmponents in Athens, were raduted te Llittle more than arnored
regiments,

When the invasion of Russis oomme

need on Juns 22, the
158 divisiocne hod been redused to 130 divisions, Ineluding
gerpan divisione in Finlsnd.*® §ix of the twelve misaing
divisions were s%iil attached to the Twelfth Arwy, and althoughb
thay were in the Relch at the time, Sthey would not be avail-
able a8 Darberdssa reserves uniil July 4, 1941, Thenwe
divisions included the 48%h, 754, 16834, snd 224%h Infantry
diviaslons, sod the Bd snd 8th Peamner divislens. Other
divisions not available for the Bussian invesion é@lbtheuzgh
previously schedulsd te take pesrt, wars the 106%h and 112th
Infentry divisions that were in the Reloh and would not be
svallabls a3 Bsrbarossa reserves untll Jumns 35, the 85in
Infentry division from the west whisch would receive ressrve

status lo Barberossza on June 87, the 1634 Infentry divislion

14&%*‘3 June ig; 1941,

, ;ﬁﬁﬁﬁ Pappendiz,® Helder, Veol, VI, June 21, 1341,
liste 141 divisions avallable Ior Parbarocssa in this manner:
102 infantry divisions, 10 psnger, 14 motoriszed (among them
4 38) ) cavalry, and © specisl divisiens, Cbviocusly he
eounts the 84 and Hth panzer in the total, I do not. Othere
wige, our fijures correspond exactly.
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preparing to sall from Forvey to Finlend, and the €24 and
260th Infanbry divislons from the west that would be avall-
gble as regerves [or the RBusslau front e July 4.1@ Certalnly

Bitler's declzion to invsde Crete, which undeubtsdly disrupted

the maximur performpanee transportation scheduls for Barbarozsga

&
commencing on ¥ay ﬁﬁ,l? played a part in not heving these
latter dlivisiong avallsble just as 1t did with the six late
srriving divisions from the PBslhkans.

Other divisions from the Balksng had s very difffcult
time weeting the June 22 deadline, For instance the Adolph
Hitler 8% surprised alwmoest everybedy by ereiving on btime, but
some of ltg equipment was left behind in the gro&asa,la The
ﬁ@th(ﬁg@&vi%%& alse pads iﬁg svon though the division was
badly split vp by serly %ay,lg The @th Panzer wss &ble to

sin ﬁwa}ﬁ von ¥lelst'e panzer groups on June 20, but probably

L

wos In need of rest, Bome divigions from the west slss barely

mede the deadllne, sueh ez the 084 Infantry division whiech

18pss meer, Vel. II, pp. 187-191,
nelder, Vol. VI, ¥ay 12, 1941, notes the date.

18yote Halder's comments on this divisien on June 20,
1941, and June 21, 1841,

19%95@ Halder'!s comments conecerning this division on
April &0, 1941,



arrived with its artillery and trains on June 81, Jjust one
day before the Russian invasion was to c ozmence , %0

Thus, the Balkan invasions but more speciflcsally the
Germen invagion of Crete seriously hampered the German plans
for Barbarossa, JSome Jerman divisions were tired out from
trying to meet the ﬁéadlina of June 22, while other could not
make it st all, Even the drafting of fifteen additional divi-
sione did not alter the fapt that the CGermans had less divisions
avallsble for the launching of Bearberossa than any of the
previously considered or adopted plans had anticipated, More-
over, this avallable @erman manpower could have been called
inte service without the Germans' ever having conducted &
palkan campaign. ¥No wonder Halder was & littls dublous when
the Fuehrer was insistlug that Earbarossa was not to be

further gastpanﬁd.gl

gﬁﬁal@ar, Vol. VI, June 12, 1941, notes the expected
arrival of this divisioen.

2lrhis dubiousness is reflected in many of the sarcastlc
comments by Halder durlng the month of June, 1941, right up
to the time of the invasion,



CHAPTER VI

BPFECTS OF THE BALKAN CAMPATIGHN ON {EN, MACHIRES
ARD EQUIPHENT USED IN BARBAROBEA

It already has been gatablighed that in terms of wmen,
machines, and equipment, the Balkan campalgn had some affect
on Barbarossa, But was this influence crucisl, or perhaps

1 in Ruseila? In

deolsive, on any phasge of the German campalgn
terms of men participating and casuvalties suffered In both
campaigns, it would appear that the Influencs was alight.
Less than one guarter of & million éerm&n@ participated in
the Bslkan aa&paigﬁ,g while 3,080,000 troops of the Releh
ware dirsetly or socon to become directly, involved in the
Garman Invaslon of Ruasia on June 28, 1@41.5 Horeover, the
approximate 13,000 casualtles suffered by the Germens in the

4

Balkens ™ hardly compares with the 50,531 German cagualties

iTha'Balkan campaign here meaning the invasion of
Yugoslavis, OGreece, snd Crete,

gFigurea from the tables In Daa Heer, Vol. I. pp. 71
and 78, The totsl resches nearly 200,000 men, but thi total
did not ineclude ths Luftwaffe units, engineering battalions,
and other smeller unitss Thus wy estimete.

Sgerman Campaign, pp. 41

“Estimate includes the 1,388 men of the 24 Panzer lost
becguge of torpedoing.

B8l
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recorded by Halder for the firat fifteen days of the Russien
War;5 or the 838,403 casuslties sccwmilated by the Germans in
Russia during 1941.% Men used ena lost, however, can only

be one srea of comparigcen betwesn the twe campaigna.

The Germans ugsd six panzsy diviglons sand a total of
over $C0 tsnkae in the Balkan eampaign.? All of these tanka
wers, at ons time, @xpaotaé to participate in ths Initial
attack on the 3Soviet Unlon, Because of the Balksn campaign
two of thess panzer divisions with an estimated 300 tankg
ware not avallabls for the launching of Barbarossa. Of the
four divigions that were availasble, only the 9th Panzer was
herd-prossed in meeting the June 22 deadline. Veon Kleigtts
azgertions to the esn%r&ry,& all svidence indicates that the
other three panzer divisions {8th, 1lth, and 14th) used 1in

the Balksn campalgn were completely refitted by mid-May 1941,

Suelder, Vol. VI, July 6, 1941,
ﬁfbié., January 5, 1942. (Date, sz of Tecember 31,)

7Figured from tables in Das Hear, Vol. II, pp. 106-108.
Gounting the tanks allotted 85 Dms Relch, and others, the
total could have been more than 1,000 tanks,

SKleist told B. H., Liddell Hert thet: “The bulk of the
tenks + + + needed overhaul, while their crews needed s rest.
A lerge nunber of tham had driven as far south as the
Peloponness.” P. 180,
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£lthough the wear and tear on the rough Balkan reads might
have conceviably left & few aftereffects .®

Seme earlier German plans anticipated having us meny
as ¢,200 tenks avelleble for Barbareosss in the spring of 1841,
but Remmel's needs in North Afriea were not masgepsed & part
of this total, Plans finally adopted by the (erman General
Staff expocted only btetwesn &,600 and 5,800 tanks to teks part
in the opening stages of the German-Bussian conflict ¥ fThe
number sctually aveilable on June 22, 1841, was far below the
estimates ag indicated In Teble 1.

TABLE I%

RUMDER F TANKS AVATLABLE ON JUNE 22, 1941

Totel: Berbaroesa — ' - '
(June 28, 1941} 180 1,518 960 869 3,352

Totaly German Army
{June B2, 1%%1} l,@ﬁé 12911 1,440 847 5,268
&Daﬁ iseor, Vol., II, ps 106. Thls correasponds to ggrman
aF : F N F Y ,

>empa.ig 1ich glves the total number ss 3,350, Ouder
Fanger q&aﬂar, ps» 180-151 says there were aboubt W3,200."
Uthers clalm there were only 2,434 front line tsnx&; This
could be gince panzer b&tt&li&m& were withdrswn from the
panzer units asg replacemsnts.

9Halder, Vol VI, April 25, 194). The last panzer divi-
sione to arpive in the deployment ares, basi&ﬁk*thg gth, were
the 17th sand 18th panszer divisions whieh arrivad in Warsaw on
June 12. U.S. Department of Army, Germean Freparations {or
the &ttaak against Russla, (WashingTom: U.5. Governmant Print-
ing o i&e, 54) s Pesde Herealter cited as German Preparations.

erman Campalgn, p. 41,
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The msjor fastor fer thie tanl deficisncy ob June 22
was undoubiebly the two missing pangter divisions from the
Balkans. It might be presused singe the thrusts of the panzer
armies were quite repid in wmost csses during the lirst twe
weoks of the Bussian ecampaign that it wight have bosn betber
to have the tanks re~fitted and the crewe ressonsbly walle
restod st a time whan Helder was cowmenting that enly elghty
reserve tanks remsined.*d Thisz 1s & faulty zasumptieon. VYen
Kleist's panter thrust between the southern edge of the Fripet
Karahes und the Loothills of the Carpathian Hange met very
strong resistence, Hven von Klelst admitbed that be bad ine
sufficient armor for his tesi,*® Trus, he was Lorced to com~
it much af his armor trying ¢9 profect his {lanks and was
yhable te cemplete the gulelk encirclement of large bodies of
Gueslen troops &long the Pratiy River facing the Rumanisn
frontier. largse numbers of Russlians sacaped teo fight agein,
and the Gerwman plans to destroy the Bussien army west of the
Diisper recelvsd s getbask,

Noreover, the Ralken campaign sffested the numbar of
tanks avallable on the Russisn front in ancther ways Durihg
the sesend halfl of Jure, 1941, &ll ths tank production of the
Keioh was spent oo re~fitting the two panger divisions (which

zzﬁa&&ﬂrg Vel. YXI, July 8, 1841,

wmrg’ I\}Q 1?5.
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was Hitler doling with the rest eof hie tanks? Many were
being sent to North Africa for the ereation of the 2lst
Panzer diviaisnsls

out of the estimeted 600,000 motor vehicles Savail-
able fer Barbarossa, asbout 75,000 were used in the Balkan
eampaigaal? The wear and tear on many of these vehlcles was
probably tremendous, It is difficult teo =ay what the (erman
logses were in motor vehicles, but Halder noted a deficit for
Barbarossa of 1,430 trucks and 1,236 automobiles on May &, 1941,
At lemat 300 trucks and 400 sutomeblles were contributed
toward the reduction of the defieit out of the UGreek and Yugow
slav baaty.lg Counting the Adelph Hitler 38, enly three motor-
1zed dlvisions participated in the campaign., The 16th Motor-
ized and the Adelph Hitler 83 were placed in reserve f
Kileist's panzer srmy and saw action within the first days of
the campaign. The 60th Motorized, appsrently beceuse of its
weakened condlition, was held in reserve by the Germen High
Command,}® After severel battallons had been detached and

sent to the panzer armies as replacsments, the remaindepr of

1Bgne division formed out of the 5th Light division came
into existence around the early psart of July, 1941. Das Heer,
Vol. IX, P. 19l.

6
German Campalpgn, p. 41.

17 ompiled from the table in Das Heer, Vol. I, p. 73.
18ge1der, Vol, VI, May 8, 1941,
18pgs Heer, Vol. II, p. 190.



the latter dlvision Joined the Sixth Army and later concludsd
its war at Stalingrad.

Although the German losses of aircraft were "few" in
Yugoslavia, the Jermans losi at least 100 plenss of all types
during the Germen Invssion of Greece, and snvther 185«150
bombers, {ighters and reconnaissance craft, plus st least 130
Ju=52 transport planes in Crete. Almest all of thess planes,
except theose operating from Siclly and M¥erth Africa, were ear-
marked Tor the Russlan cawpalgn. Certainly the planes lost
in the Balksns were instrumental in redusing the number
availeble for Barbaressa. During the early stages of plane
ning or the Russlan invaslon, and after the oconslderation of
the losses to the Luftwslfe 1n the bardle of Britlan, the
Germans egtimated that they would have shywher |

43 oo AfRs gk LiMd L2 L

to 3,200 alroralt partisipating in the lnitial asszault en
Ruﬁ@&&.gﬁ The Gernansg on June 28, were [lar below these
estimates as Table II, p. 97, indlcates.

BEven these figuras are somewhet decelving, for though
the Pushror wanted as many planes Iin the air as pogsible on
June B2, many of Richthofen's and Loehrts [ighters and bombers
were stEill in the process of being refitted and transferred

to their respective air groups when the Iinvaslien began.

gagarmanrfam‘gi n, ppe 7 &and 14~15,



08

Several German authors, among them Tippleskirch and Baumbach,
maintain that only 1,300 combat planes were used against

Russia on Juns 28,81

PABLE II®
NUMBER OF ATRCRAFT AVAILABLE ON JUNE 22, 1941

Unit Planes

Tetal Homber Fighter Reson. Transe

& Dive port
rotal 2,320 1,160 720 120  320°
South, 4th AJF. 800 360 210 30  unknown
Center, 2d A.F. 210 £90 590 30 unknown
North, lst A.F. 430 270 110 &0 unknown

Finland, 8th A.F. &0 40 10 10 unknown

a%rmg Campaign, p. 41,
b :

During the sarly stages of the war with Russia, the lack
of Germen planes dld not seem Lo have an effect, (ver 800
Bussian airoraft were destroyed the first day of the war,gﬁ

and almost everywhere along the German-Russian front the

leigpleskiroh, p. 2033 Werner Baumbach, gg,sgg D
{(Munioh: Prlaum, 1949) p. 175, Hereafter cited as Zu Spat.

%2ga1der, Vol. VI, June 22, 1941,
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supsricer skill of their eirmen and thelr hetter aircralt
enabled the Germens to galn oir superlerity. But, though

the Germans deetroysd an estimmbed 8,000 elreralt durlng the
first two and one~hall months of the war,®d by July 17, Halder
was noting thet the Rusglans had regained air superlority in
ven Leed's noriberu sector, and ven Eleist wes later te comment
tbat hia tanks lacked proper alr cover,®® Ths Qormen fighter
gquadrons were s overworksd by Septewber that many of ¢the
Pighter pllots hed o be withdrawn and given & short rest, even
though there wers no LSUpOrary P@pi&ﬁ%&ﬁﬁ%ﬁeg&

The Bolkan campeign cannot be totally blawed for the
shortage of Qersan airoralt in Rusalse, however, The Lultwalle
bad over 4,500 planes &% the beglnnlug of the Russisn cawpalgn,
and ouly & little over ome hall of thess were sssigned Lo the
Russlan ﬁﬁ@?&ﬁi@ﬁ»ﬁﬁ Also the lose of air superlerity 3o the
Bussieng at seversl stages In the Oerasn advanoe wes nod due
s muoh bto the lack of alrcralft bubt was rather caused by the
german air force opsreting Crom bases too far in the rear,®7
The fact ceunot be altered, though, that the Cermans would have
had more planes Iin Russia if there had not been & Balken campaeign.

2Bne
Reymond L. Gartheflf ¢t Mi % setrine.
{Glencos, Ill.: The Free ?%&as, %%

24gart, pp. 177178,

BS4aher Lee, The Jsrman Alr aﬂ {¥ew York: Harper
and Brothers, 19&@), Po 1173 Zi Bpat, p. 176,

26german Pre arations, p. E.

3??&3"@3 Pe 177 .
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During the winter of 184}, the Germans dependsd on the
traosport plancs $9 supply many of the more lsolated “hedge-
hogs »" Thare is no doubt that in meny casss the Ju-~5d's
weye inadequate for the tesk, snd Cerman lives were lost
because of 35.%% Then ln the battle of Stallingrad, the
plates lost at Urete wors missed, psrhaps fatally, by von
‘Paulust 8izth Army, After the ring had been closed arourd
the 3ixth Army many Germens, includiag ven Psulus, hepsd to
be supplled from tha air. "Sixth Army will be in position at
Zaster. ALl you pespls havs te do iz supply it bstter "B
commsnited Paulus' Chiel of Sitafl, Msjor Sensral Arthur Schmids,
when General Brich ven Hanstein's representative requested
that the Sixth Army attempt s breskout., The reprasentative
retoried, among other things, that the Qermans wars nst "in
& position tv proeduce mechines out of & h&t.”%ﬁ In erder te
mast the miniwmus reduiresents of the 3ixth aAray an estimsted
580 toms of supplliss had to he flown in deily, reguiring an
satimeted R85 Ju~BBfs, The Garmens were never abls to musber
mors thean eighty operationsl Junkers at any one time.5k jore-

over ths bad weather prevented many of the daily tlighﬁs¢

g&zs dw; Pe 188,

2%41an Clark,
1941-1948 {New York:

01pia., p. 878,
Slrvia., p. 25¢.
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The reat iz history. The Sixth Army held out only until
the end of Jsnuary, and from thet point en, the Germans
wore fighting meinly a defensive war in Rusgsla, Would the
15@ Ju=-52ts leogt st Crete have made any difference? It 1s
éiffisult to say, but there is & chance that they might have,

The effect of ths late arrival and neonavallability of
the Infantry divisions on Barbarossa ils somewhat difficult
to evaluate, But there can be no doubt that thsy tended to
disrupt the German transportation schedule, and in one
instance at lesast a nenavailable division waa needed in the
Russian operaticn. ¥hen Fleld Marshal Walter von Relichenau
and Genersl Ferl-Helmrieh von Stuvelpnagel were using thelr
armies te protect the flanks of ven Klelst's thrusts, the
28¢h Infantry division wes qulckly setivated ints Barbarossa
on June 27, and sent to the sector from fermany,5% In a
sense, however, the divisions In Germeny were In reserve and
eould bs committed Lo the fray when needed, bub by hauling
these divisliong over long distances the actively sngaged
armies were deprived of transporteblon that could have been
used otherwise for the carrying ol supplies,

¥hile it cannot be conclusively rroved that the Balkan
campaign and its elffect on wen, machlnes, and equipment
assigned to Barbarosse ocaused the gdefeat of Hitler in Russia,

it must he concluded that it helped. True, the number of

32 pieced together from Das Heer, p. 188; Clark, p. 53;
and Hart, p. 177.
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Germans participating and cssualtles sulffered were not large
when compared te the German-Russlan campalign, but the Gsrman
commitment of mechines snd eguipment In the Balkans constituted
a sizable percentage of the forces assigned to Barbarossa,
Not only dld these forces have to be moved oub of the Balkans
end be refltted for the Russian campsign but in somse cases
were missing entirely from the Russian operatlien.

From all indieations, most of the losses iIn the Balkans
of machines and equipment were never replaced for Barbarossa.
The few mixed tank platoons sent to the eastern front came
almost exclusively from Prance, as did the tanks of the
Rumanien and Hungarian armored divislons appearing on the
sastern front in 1941 and 1942,

Thus, the British did create a second front in the
Balkans even before the German inveslon of Russia.. And
though Churehill has been criticised for sending {orces the’
allowed Rommel to overrun much of Korth Africa, hié depigion
has to be considered as a fﬁatar)in saving Ruasia from a

pessible defeat.



CHAPTER VIIX

POSSIBLE POSTPONEMENT OF BARBAROBSA DUE T0 WEATHER

The area of eastern Poland and sdjoining territeries in
weostern Russis is made up mainly of wopodland and meadows with
occasional low~rolling hills seldom exceeding two hundred
feet in height, 8Small creeks and stresms feed the trlbutaries
which gradually descend to form the larger river systems of
the area, such as the Vistula, the Kieman, and Dnieper. During
the spring of sach year, the entirs feeder area lg often inune-
dated and filled with widespread tracts of marsh, especially
in the regions supplying the larger rivers flowing north, such
as the tributaries of the Viatula, the Nlemen, and the Dvina,
The flsoding in the upper resohes isg caused by the unmelted
ice usually pravalent in the maln river farther north, as-wéll
as the reapid thewlng of the sneow interspersed with the annual
heavy spring rains.t The Vistula, for instance, in the vicinity

of its tributary, the Bug, has been known to spread its waters

lFar & description of the area see; W, G. Kendrew,
Climate of the Centinents (Oxford; Claronden Press, 1983),
p. 95; Enecyclvpaedis Britannica, 9th ed., Vol XIX, p. 307.

108
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a3 far aa one hundred [ifty miles osst and west, Under these
sonditione, the headwaters of the Vistula are often difficult
to distinguish from the headwrters of the ﬁﬁiegmr‘g
During & normel year, & change of condition usually
takee place by the second or third wesk in May. The hesvy
raine cesage and the arex snjoys & plesgent olimats., The greand
remaing seft and boggy for ssveral more weeks, but by mideJune
the "pround (is usually) dry and will support vehicles of all
%yp&ﬁ.ﬁg
It san thereflers b salfely assumed that even under
porpel conditions the Puehrer would have been hard pressed Lo
gvmmense his lovaslon of Hussia as esrly ag May 16, 1941, But

1841, frem all svidencve, was not 2 norme

1 year. Helns Cuderian,
whe rould command one of Hitlerts panzer divisions in the
Russlen invaslon, olelmed that "the spring of 1941 was excep~
tionally wet, and well into ¥ay, the Bug and 1ts tributeries
were at flood level,"¥ Ouderiante view is supported by

general Blumentritt, von Bubndstedt's Chlef of 8taff, whoe

stated thet, 194l was an #xﬂaﬁtiﬁﬁﬁl year.* Lsate in an,

339 aeﬁi& ur%@aﬂnica, gth a&;, Vels XIX, p. 307,

ﬁKﬁﬁére#, F. 283 Gorman Preparations, p. 3., The guote
58 obtainsed from the latter source.
iﬂu&ari&a, pe 1456, He adde that he was in & position o
gerssg&lly chaerve the wet weather during his inspection tours
n Poliand,



105

"huge floods covered the land," and "at the beginning of
June, the Bug s « « was overflowing its banks."® The commander
of the Lufltwaflffe in Peland, Albrecht Kesmelring, complained
that the heavy rain during the latter part of May was slowing
construction of his deployment base which %ocould not be
cempleted before the beginning of June .6

Purther prosf of abneormal weather conditions 1s supplled
by the precipisation tebles recorded in seversal cities of the
immedlate invasion area and 1ts perimeter, Hrynica, Poland,
for instance, noted more precipltation during Aprlil, 1841, than
was recorded by the clty for any comparable April through 1950,
Erynice alsoc measured more precipitation during May, 1941,
than any other May month through 1950.7 Wilno, W.5.8.R., also
recorded abnormal preeipitation during April and May, l%él;g
while Klev, U.S.3.R., although outside of the initial lnvasion
area, claimed more precipitatlon during May, 1841, than any

comparable May month since 1928,%

5ﬁlumantritt, p. 101,

ﬁﬁlbraeht Kesselring, Kesaslrin
{Hew York: William Morrew and Co.,

A Soldier's Record
54?; Ps 95

e

VH.&., Department of Commerce, Weather Buresau, ¥World
Weather Records 194)1-1950 (Washington: U.8. Government Printing
Office, 1559), p. 746. Herealter cited as World Weather Records.

1bid., p. 755.
®vid., p. 755.
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the fact that much of the rain fell in the latter part
of May in the area under dlscusalon ig epgain supported by
Kesselringe The Luftwaffe commander returned to his deploy-
ment base on Kay 20. He spoke of the heavy ™teorrential rains®
both prior to and after the date of his arrival 0 That this
wa3 probebly the cese can be substantisted furthsr by a German
report of mid-June, 1941, which stated that “depressicns in
the ground and gullies were partially muddy and awampy and
impassable for motor vehleless The low plains near the Bug
river were partlally covered with lsrge marshes - This is
gounter to the normal expectations of the area for vhat date,

What sotual delay would have been caused by the weather
1T there had been no Balkan Invasion is difficult to determine.

Aalmvad
caluved

Berbarvssa ®as mueh as six weeks, if at alii“lﬁ General Bubtler,
of the Wehrmacht, ventursd that the invesion of Russis would
have been impossible bafore mid-June, 1941.1% And Halder claimed

that "the weather conditions were not asuitable before the time

10%5&5@1?1&3; pe 95,

1i$§rman ?r&p&y&tisns, Pe T

13;, Po Co Puller, A Militery History of the Western
Werld, Vel III, {New York: "?unk % Wagnallis (C., 1966) pe 420.

13

Frelherr von Buttlar, Fhrenbuek der Deutschen Wehrmacht
(3tuttgarts Dr. Hans Relgler, I¥5%), P. L1304
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when the invasion was actually launched,” ¢ Other authors not
86 closely attached 0o the invesion of Russis have expressad
their opiniocne on the subjlect, Hogt sre {ndsfinite on the
sotual time that sould have been lost due tv wealbwr had therse
been no Balken invesion. Some are more definite. Husllerw
#iYlebrand sluimed that "without & d~ubt® the weather would
nave farosd the invasion into the month of June,ld while
Chester Wilmet stated flatly thet "the weathsr wes unfasvorable
for vffensive opersations Irom Poland &% ledst untlil the second
asel of June 18

in the face of thiz evidence it appears sale Lo nsstume
that Hitler ocwuld nob bave lasunched his inveasion during May,
1941, with any resl hepe Lor & suscesslul exesubion of his
plans, The Fushper suvisapsd ¢ gulek strike by his dependable
panzery based on lares strategls movementas and the defest of
the Russian zrmiss "wast of the Dnleper.™ It seems highly
jmproebable that he would gemble on petbing his tanks "stuck
in ths mud 17 go sarly in the game.

Whether the Russien ommpplcm sould have teken pleoe

sariler in June can only be conjestured. Although the report

}“'ﬁ‘ﬁﬁ!‘t; ps» 170
5pas Hesr, p. 86,

i8chester Wilmes, Strugede for Burops (New York; Harper
& Brothers, 1962), p. 7o '

1?wgrda are Hmldsr's used to describe the condition of
the Cerman panzers late in July.
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of mid-June spoke of "depressions™ and "gullies" being
impasssble by motor vehicles, 1%t can probably be assumed
that much of the remaining area was pesgsble, The precipi-
tation recordings of the citles in the area were normal
during the menth of June and in some instances below the
averuage mean,'® Ralder recorded on June £0, 1941, that the
weather was favorable and the "rivers partly below nﬁrm&i,“lg
indiceting a rapid decline of water from the end of Hay.
Fuarthermore, Guderian, in apparent contradictlon to an earlier
quote contributed by him, maintsined "that there was s definite
delay in the opening of our Russiasn campaipgn® caused by the
Balkan invasions .20 This lmplies that he thought the invasion
could have taken place earlier in June (for he obviously
diseounted May).

Within the range of probabllitles and eliminating the
Fuehrerts intultion, the most loglcal conclusion seems to bhe
that the Invasion of Russias could not have commenced in May,

- 1841, It is also extremely doubtful that 1t could have taken

18%orld Weather Records, p. 746.

19gaider, Vol. VI, June 20, 1941,
20guderian, p. 145.
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place during the Tirst week in June. Therelore, the
nonexeoution of the Balkan invesiong mere likely could not
have saved the Fubrer's armiss more than itweo wealts'® opereting
time in the Beviet Union at the moat, Moreover, this time
oould have bsen available to the German army only if the
Fuahirer had desided against the Crete invasion ss previous

evidence indliaates,.



CHAPTER VIIX

THE OCCUPATION OF GREECE AND YUGOSLAVIA {1941-1942)
AWD ITS EFFECT ON BARBAROSSA

Only three general areas in ¢onquered Yugeslavia were
of the utmost interest to the Fuehrer; Serbia proper, cone
taining the rich copper-producing Mines de Bor, and a leng
gtreteh of the strateglc Danube Rivar;l the Banat, because of
its rich seil and the large nhumber of dthnie Germans reslding
in the area;g and the nerthern part of Slovenia because of its
historical relatiecnship with "old Austria®™ and its numerous

Volksdeutschen, The Fuehrer made 1t clear even before the

Yugoslav surrender that Serbls and the Banat were to be
considered in the German sphere of interest and, therefore,
would be pcoupled by the troops of the Reich., Later, alter

discussions with Mussolini, northern Sleovenia, although not

l?hs Fuehrer mentions the importance of these areass in

*Directive 25", B3es: H. R. Trever-Roper (ed. and trans.),
Blitgkrieg to Defeat, Eitler's War Directive (New York; Holt,
nehart, and Winston, Lu6&),Dps Ol-63.

gﬁk@ Puehrer was considering giving this territery teo
Hungary as late as March 87, 1941, but obviously changed his
mind, ggzi Conspirscy and Aggression, Vel. IV, p. 277.
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formally annexed, was placed under vhe Jurisdiction of the
Gauleliter of the Austrian provincs of Styriad

Otherwise, Yugoslavia had little of value that tempted
the Fuehrer, especially with Barbarovssa pending. Montenegro
wag mounteinous and c¢ould scarcely feed i1ts own population;
this was declared an Itallen protectorate., The more desirable
areas of Dalmatie, & few districts and islands near Fiume, and
ths szouthern part of Slovenia were also granted to “Greater
Rome " With the exeseption of southern Slovenia whieh produced
s small food surplus, most of these new Itallan territeries
waere fopd delieit areas and produced very little of strategloe
value, MNountainous ¥acedonia, the "melting pot"™ of the Balkans,
could net evan support the oocupatien troops it would take to

polies it: the berritory was

given to Bul
purpeses., The Voivedina, containing the fertile Bachke, in
contrast probably temptsd the Fushrer, but 1t was granted to
Hungary for historical reascns. A small slice of eastern
Slovenia was also given to Bungary in recegnition of her limited
war effort on behald of the Axis,

The remalnder of Yugoslavia was established as the

independent Kingdom® of Croatia, The new country contained the

Sxarl Brandt, Management of Agriculture snd Food in the
German-occupied and DELEr ATeas’ Qf oriress gurope. in
oolieboration with: OCto Schiller and Franz Angrimm. (Stanford;
Stanford University Press, 1853}, p. 155.
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fertile Syrmia lescated bebtween the Drau and Sava rivers, but
it was also granted the economically poer and food deflelt
ereas of Bosnis-Herzgovina, In order to insvre that the state
operpated in the best interests of the Reiech, Hitler carved out
a small section in the north, including the Syrmia, that would
be ococupied tentetively by German troeps., The rest of (roatia
was placed within the Italian sphere of interest, and as s
further concession the “independent™ country was recegnized

as an Italian satelite.?

Greece had even less bto offer sconomieally than Yugo=-
slavia. The state had no important ssurcea of raw materisls,
nor 414 she bhave any highly developsd heavy industries. More-
vver prieor to the Itelian invaeslon, the Greeks had been importing
bebwsen 450,000 and 500,000 tons of wheat a year to feed their
hungry p@ﬁul&tiﬁmvs The vaelue of the btobscee, ralsins, grapes,
and olive oil only made up part of this deficit. Thus, the
gGerman objectives in Grsece were almost entirely strategilc.
But sven so, only the Importent neval base of Salonika and the
surrounding area was execlusively occupled by the Germans.

The Germans stationed troops in the Athenas~Pireaus area, a few
islands In the Peloponneése, and Crete, as did ths Italisns.

Excepting Thrace and areas of Eastern Macedonia, which were

4%he new state oame into existence on May 3, 1941, in
& joint decree by Italy and Germany, Ibid.

51bid., p. 235.
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granted to, or to bs ococupled by Bulgarie, the reat of Greece
wag annexed by Italy, Italy's sasellite Albsnie, or occcupled
by the Italians.

Even before the conguersd Balkans were cerved up and
divided for the Axis feast, the Germans had suffered sstbacks
of nesr«disastrous proportiorns in Serbls. The Cermans had
been deprived of the full use of the Danmube for zeversl woeks
dus to the cement and other obstsoles placed in the mein
ehannel.® This undoubtedly allsoted the transfer of divisions
and supplies for ths Greeds and Crete campalgnes, and placed a
zevere atrain on Pleld Marshel ven Nundstedtis buildup in
Rumania, a5 Indicated by the grest emphesis plased on this
potential supply rouke by the Fushrer,’ Hereover, the Bor

1841, There 1s no doubt as to thes valus of these mines to the

Germen war effort, The wines produced nearly 40,000 tens of
copper a vesr and were Durope's biggest singls suppllsr of the

precious metal.? The Germans were forged to rely on ecurrent

Suausel, Mey 5, 1941.
7ipid.: Blumentritt, p. 101,

Yrhe mines were at oue time coontrolled by the Bangu
%gg&besu of Paris, but after the Frenoh defest were seded to
b‘a@ring and came under the control of the Preussisch Htaatse

&ﬁk» '

° gleona Lowis, Hazi Europs and Worlid Trade, Azsisted
by Johm C, ¥oClelland, (VWasnington: TOe DooKing Institution,



114

gtookpiles whish would lawd only o Jew weske, atilize sub-
stitutes, andfer wmuke wrrangomeniz with Francot's Spatn Cor
the sxpurt of wore sopper by thes country Lo G@rmaﬂy,ig

By the tlas the maximunm perlorusnso tramgportation
sghedule lor the eastern Iront went Inte effect, the Uauube
wag rostoped Go [ull uss.bl AL the same time, Lthe re-organie
catlion of the Serblan shpte for the complete bencslit of the
Jerman war soouomy was belng carrled out, The Berbian towns
wore pleced umier the control of lecal German commenders, and
losal pelice forces lergely controllsd by the 88 wers grganised
$¢ belp keep order mpd lipaten the Corman baske in the arsa,
A& border guard unlt msde up of 2,000 Zerblans (laber exzpanded

bp 5,000} and vontalining 8 cadpre of 600 Qermans was forsed, @

Freur Reubmuser, Cueriugts plencpotentiery for the Four Yeur

PLED 0 Alresdy by mid-June, with the aid of mony of the

0¢ne importance of the Ber mines to the Jerman war
effort sen not be over-emphasised, Rer with England end the
resulting bleckede ahut off all imporss from abroad, War with
fluspie closed that souree of the metal alszo, Sesp Hessell,
%&gkﬁ, 1941 Halder Vel, VI, ¥ay 18, 1041 Lubkecs, pp. 99 and

-

ilfhe maximum performance schwdule went into effesct on
uey 83, 1v4l. 3See “Cheptsr ILI,”™ p. 62,

12german Antiguerrille Operations, p. 18.

. ¥y.s,, Fg@giga gaaﬁnyia &é?i?iﬁ%g&ﬁiﬁ?¢ Qermen Fevetration
85 Corporate ioidings in Zerbis, (Divisfion Affairs Inlormat!
Quigt; Xashingtony U.B. &qurn&ans Printing Office, 1044},
Pr .
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released Yugoslav prisoners, s number of the former Yugoslayw

war industries wsre gonverted to German specifications and
were producing war materisl for the Reloh.l% ¥esnwhile, the
riesh sgriculitural erss of the Banat was given & spesclal status

in German plans bessuse of the large numbser of lInbabltants of

German desecent., The Volksduetschen, with the ald of the 88,
were allowed tu form thelr own local adminletrations and lergely
contrel thelr own loecal affalrs as long ss they operatsd in
the best interssis of the sececupying p&@ar.lﬁ

However, the majority of the i wabitants of Serbis and
the Benet were Slave and, therefore, looked upon as being shne
Fulture, especially by Himmler's 53 who oftven operated inde-

sehdently, and sometimes in defimnee pf, the millitary cosmander,
5 ¥ g

in the beginning 2%t least, the Jerbs had to mesebt the demunds
of & number of uncoordinated agenclies, such asg the commander
of the Soubthwest theatre, the military governer of the Southe-
west, the higher schelons of the 38 and chief of pollice, as
well as the demands of the Four Year Plan. 8 mhis led %o
sver-requisitioning of a number of Serb famillea whe were con-

sequently left to starve. Hven so, for the firgt two months

ldguch as subsidiaries of the Herman Goering Stesl Works
at Coka, and Herz end Son Company at Carlsdorf.

15grandt, p. 165,
161pid., p. 163.
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at lemst, the Germans got what they wanted, with the exceptlen
of copper,; since all economle plana for the area were
fulrilled.t”?

In contraast to Serbla, the Germans, sceupying their
areas of interest in Greece, were qulite lenient. In order te
make foreign rule more acceptable to the Greeks, a prominent
Greek personality, Ceneral George Tsolakoglou, was selected
&8s the puppet premier. In turn, in order to win support o
at least toleration by the Greek people, Tsolakuglou sonducted
a vigorous campalign based on antl-Slavigm and anti~-Communism,
Even though this was aimed partially at Germany's ally,
Bulgarlia, the (Germans did:not seem to mind since the propa-
ganda implied that the Wehrmacht was present to protect the
country from thess dusl scourges .18

The major problem faced by the Germans and thelr Italian
allies in Greece was the hungry population. Even before the
war, the Greeks had to Import large quantities of grain, and
in 1940 the British bloockade and the German hegemony in the
Balkans had cut off imports. This problem was compounded by
the Itallan invasion. During the winter of 1840~1941, thou-
sands of (reek refugees had poured into Athens, Salonika, and
Pirasus. Sterk tragedy struck these unfortunate hordes as

death and disesse rates ghot skyward,lg

171p1d.

183tavrinnoa, p. 785,
19pranat, p. 235,
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Aceordingly, the (German and Italian troops were [orbidden
by srmy order to clalm any food provislons from the Greek
Pﬁﬁulatisﬁsﬁﬁ At the same time, Hermann Neubacher, Goering's
representative 1In Greece, tried to find some solutlon that
might make COreece wmore self-sustaining, but the task was to
prove impaaaibl@jgl Meanwhile, the indivlidual German soldier
wag spending his freshly minted marks for everything the Greeks
had to offer. This later brought Corth the follewing comment
from Count Qlanog

The Germens have taken from the Creeks even

their shoslaces, and now they pretend to place

the blame for the economiec situatlion on us. We

can take the responsibility but only on conditien

@h&t_@hegésl&ar put of Athens and the entilre

country.

Already during June and July, 1941, the Germans and the
Italians were forced to send wheat to Greece, This was only
the beginning.

In the new country of Creoatis, the throne was offered
to the Duke of Speleto, & member of the Italian House of
Savoy. The Duke scoepted the positlion, but found the plea-

sures of Rome hard to resist and therefore never sssumed the

royal office.”d Ante Paveliteh, arriving in Croatlia with

201p1d., p. 238.

élzgig.

82¢iano, November 4, 1941,
23gtavriancs, p. 771.
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fewer than 100 of his Ustascha, was installed as the Fuehrer,

of poglavnik (prime minister) of croatin,f4 Much of the

captured Yugoslav eguipment was made avallable to him, and he
quickly organized a polltical army of fifteen battalions, a
Uatascha Guard of one infantry regiment, and a cavalry
squadron.25 He also made & provision for & national draft
but was confrented with a manpower shortage. The Germans
siphoned off 150,000 Croat workers te be used for industry in
the Relch.2€ The Germans were moreover, busy recruiting
fereign legion units within the country.2?” fThe Germans in beth
categories only accepted the young &nd healthy,

The slogan of the new Pavelitoh regime was "Ready for

the Fatherland,"®® shich meant literally that there was no

=3

room for RBerbisng in the Crostl

¥ o5
an state, The Ustasc

¢
g
¥

ingly set out to exterminate one portien of the Serblan
population and tried to force the other to become Croatian,

The regulting cernage wag so horrible that even the Germans

géa@rmgn Antiguerrilila Operations, p. 18.
®51p14.

aﬁﬂalder, Vol, VI, June 7, 1941,

27german Antiguerrilla Qperations, p. 19.

2Bgtavriance, p. 772.
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protested to the incredible crueltles perpetrated by the
Croats % At the seme time, although the Hungarians in the
Viovodine and the Bulgars in Meacedonlis did not shed guite so
much bleood, they used every conceivable pressure to coenvince
and compel the population in each of the respectivs areas to
regard themselves as Hungarlan or Bulgarian.

The Serbs and their allies (usuelly Orthodeox or Jew)
retalisted with a 1ittle blood-letting of their own., This was
made &1 lesst partially poaslble because of the short duratien
of the Yugewslav campaign and the rapid re~deployment of CGerman
divisions for use In Barbarossa. Heny of the more mountalinous
araas of southern Yugeslavise were by-passed by the invading
armies, wlth the result that well-armed but disorgenized units
of the former Yugosliav army were left in the mountsing to
come down later Lo surrender or fend for themselves. Hany
turned to the labtbter course and began operating ss smsll
bandit bands. Toward the end of June, 1941, these bands were
being collectively formed into twop separaste cohesive armies
of irregulars: a SQQbian nationalist organization (Chetniks)
under the leadership of (olonel Draza Mihallovitoh, and a

Communist organization (Partisans) led by Josip Rroz (Tito}.

29 1eise~Horatenau to the Croatian marshal Pavelis
Kvaternik, sald, "that in late years (he) had lived through a
great many things of thls kind, but nothing that could ocompare
with the mlsdeeds of the Croats,.," (uoted from: Hasssll,
hkuguat 2, 1941.
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on July 13, a Montenegrin mixture of Partlsan and Chetnika.
swarmed down on the Italian garrisons scatted througzhout
their mountain state,”C Taken by surprise, the Itallans soon
after counterattacked with strong ground, naval, and alr force
units but require almost a year to put down the uprislings and
managed to accomplish 1t only by enlisting the aid of the
Chetniks, whe, in the meantlme, hed turnsed into bitter snemles
of the Partisans. Stipuletions in the agreement with the
Chetniks reguired the Itslisns to restrict themselves to the
gerrison town and main transportation and communication lines.
in return the Chetniks promised to keep the ceunitryside free
of Partisans, with the guns and smmunitlon provided for the
task by the Italians .2+ fThe Itallans suffered "several thou-
sand® cesuvalties in this little war and in return captured
10,000 Partisans who were shipped te force labor camps ,OF

Other occupled areas of Yugosiavia were also feeling
the vengeance of the repidly expanding guerrills armies. By
early August, 1941, the Croeats were practically forced out of
Bosnia, large areass in Macedonia were proving unsafe for the

Bulgars, and the Italians were faced with aneother possible

39Q@rmaa Antiguarrilla Cperations, p. 8l

3lzbiﬁ*, p. 228. The Chetniks mlse found & new source
for arms, mich to the dismay of Paveliteh.

521p14.
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Subsidisry war in southen Slovenla,

In sontrast, the dermanas were not neverely harassed by
the pusrrillas during the Cirst shree months of their vooupa-
tion in Serbia and Croasis, sven though the four German
soaurity divisions appoared Lo invite trouble begauses of thelir
weakness o0 Instead, in thess areas the gﬁﬂﬁ?ili&ﬁ*5§$m¢d
centent %o orpganize during thls psrisd and walt te take posltive
aation only when thedr unizs were large susugh Yo lnsure &
mansure of suosssze, Floally, early In August, 1841, Tite
movad from Belgrede Lo Valjfevs to teke psrsonsl commond of
the Partigans in the £ie1d,5% This sppesrod tn be the sigual
for the heginning of mejor opersations egainst the Cermans,

The intensity of these stimeks by the "irregulars®™ iz indi-
sated by the reportes sent te Fleld Marshal Llies, CGerman
sommander of the Boubthssst theatre, Guring Avgust, 10413

August 4, rall tralfis from Belgrade to Valleve was btemporerily
altad besause of a blown up bridge; August &, & band is
planning an atteeking Valjsve on the night of August 5 teo 8,

or the following night) Aupust 7, Bogatio, ths distriet cepital
snd distriot offlce wes raided by Comeunists) Auguet B, ocases
of Communist sabotage and ralds ars Inorsasing) August 9,

rallroad tralin moving from Cacek Lo Belgrade was uttecked;

B3ppinls of War Criminels, Yol. II, ps 956, Only a few
oooasiong of Dottles of gasoline hurled at Oerman vehisles
wers recerded durling July, 1941,

21 545tavr1anaa, Pe 772; Qerman Antiguerrilla Operations,
B »
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August 15, raillway station attacked, train derailed; August 18,
twenty miles of track blown upj; August 2%, Loznlea {lrmly
held by gommunists .30

The disturbed Puehrer, on the recommondation of Fleld
Marshal List, 1n an apparont attempt to split the "irrsgulers®
of Tite and Mahsilovitoh, now consented to mest, ab leust
nartially, the demsands of a number of Chsitnike., On August 31,
he allowed Ceneral Milsn Nedibch to form s “Government of
Nadional Sslvation® sven theugh the Serbilan genoral maluobtained
that he was the caretaker of the government until the king -
could be restored.,S® A% ihs same time, the Fuehrer nade 1t
elear that Communism wes to be fought In the ares through
the help of the netleonslly minded Chetniks and that ®pauphlets
origingting from the Chetniks were not to be prevented® [rom
being distributed,®? it slmost the same time, Fleld Marshsl
List dispetched ten:8tuke dive bowbers Irom Creecs to be ugsed

spsinst the Partisans 5B

3bppisls of War Criminals, Vel. XI, pp. 936-844,

55&tﬁvrianng, pe 772
STprials of War Criminals, Vol. XI, p. 945.

38german Antiguerrille Overations, p. 22, implles that
the Stukass were sent later in September, but this ls obviously
wrong since they were belng used ss esrly ez September 5, 1941.
See; Trials of War Oriminals, Vol. XI, p. 9563.
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in saplte of theae Sernun swesures, the ploomy reports
pontinued, Por instance, on September b, the lollowing
ressages were recveived at List's headquartera: Leur additional
rallway lines were dastroyed and arasd bands were proventing
repaiveay Cighting sear Losznis oonbtinues, dive-bombers went
iote action seversl times, Krupan] sppears lost, stuks attacks
wore able to Iree part of the units sut off et Erepunj, our own
Losues are not yebt kuown.,® That same day, List orderod the
125%h Iafantry repimentc tben stutioned In Jalonika to suiraln
for pelgrade immedlately. AL tie sawme tlme, be samplained
o the Pushrer aboub the insdeguscy ol the ogoupaticnal troops
under hils comuand te hendle the situstion O

The report {rom List, coupled with ths infermetion that

N i
Flum %o
Lai® A8

iy P o 5 e e o % g [T
iaticts of the Doy mines had bes

-

mines would have e be cloused temporarily for repiirs (just
aftor the Jerians bed the mines producing eupper againd,
spurred the Pushrer intos scslen. He lesusd a directlve
charging Barshal List with supressing the rewvolt in the Southn
etst, To soommpliszh this, List waz to place General Hoohme

in aemplete gharpe of the speraticos in Serkla and the sdjecent
ereas whare the irregulers had eateblished thomselvss., 7The

Army High Command was ordered to reinferce the troops in Serbia.

SUirjels sf Var Griminals, Vol, X1, p. 863,
$Ugermen Antiguerrille Cperations, pp. 22-85,
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by one Ainfantry division, srmewred tralns, esptured tanks, and
further ssourity foroes; other cantured tanks and ssourlty
forces were to be ssnt te Croetia. Ancther infantry divisinn
Prom the Rastern front wes to be frangferred when 1t became
svailable., The Fungarian, Rumanlan, and Bulgearien {urcaz were
to bg ocallad on o sesist In the opsrations with the psrnise
slon of the Armed Porseg Hiph Comand, At the seme tire the
vge of Croatisn forces in the Nerman sone of interspt adjacent
0 the Zarblan border vaz spproved,

The cerrying out of this directive folloved ewiftly,
Thrae days leter (Sepberbsr 18), the wounteln speolellst,
General Foehme, sssiumed oommand in Peleorade, less than one
woelk leter the 3484 Infantry division, jowrneying from the
vost &6 the Enstern Cront wes deboured into the Balkans,¥®
This reeulted in the Goermans heving one less divislch svaille
sble for the drive on Hoscow {[Operation Typhesn). By the vse
of pruthless metheds, the eld of 2311l ancther infentry division
{113th) transferred from Rumania,®® and the epen warfare
betwean the Chetniks and the PFertisans, General Foshwe could
repert by mid-Degember that the opsn reveld in Berbia was over.
Boshme then transferred hisg lorcea to Jreadia, but toward the

end of Jenuary, the peneral, along wlith the 113th and 2424

4lpid., p. 2%
2124,
‘31451’&&, Pe B4,
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Infantry divisions, was transferred to the Bastern Tront,

"re guerrillas still hald large aress In Bosnla, Hontenegre
frocedonla, and ftalian 8lovenia, btut feor the time being they
wore hot operating on & largs scals in Zerbia. (eneral Boshme's
forces had killed an satlmaited L0,000 irrepgulars from the
beginning eof their operations. ¥No prisoners were taken, or

at least none were recorded,®?

%o make up for the departure of the German divislions
from Serbia, the Germans allowed the Bulgarians to occoupy
south Serbla, and strengthened their own [orces by recrulting
an 5% Mountain division (7th) mads uvp of e€hnic Germans from
the occupled aress.%® Except for minor flare-ups, guerrilla
operations In Serbla were relatively suppressed until alter
Stalingrad,

Unlike these in Yugeoslavia, the Crsek guerrillas under-
took no operations of importance ln 1941, and only & few that
could be deemed important in 1942.4% For their part, the
Germans were more concsrned with lertifying Crete, pursuing
the war effort against the British in the eastern Mediterranean
from (ireek bases, and getting all German combat units that

could be spsred %o the more amctive theatres of war, In Augusd

44gorman Anticuerrilla Onerations, n. 27,

457h1d,, pp. 26 and 30. On Novomwber 25, 1942, the Greek
gusrrillas blew up the Gorgopotamog Bridge, forcing the (ermans
to replace the Itallan divisiong In the poliecing of this stretch
of transportation.

461‘31&0, P K8,
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1941, the 6th Mountaln divielon was ment Lo the Ruszian front.
The divialon was repleced In Greece by the wesk 713th Infantry
divigion brought in from Sermanys¥? Tn lste October, 1841,
the Sth Mouniain division wes slisn Lransferred for use in
Russlia. The diviglon wes ropiscsd on Crete by the 164%th and
the 713th Infantry divisions from the Athena and Ssalenika
areas, They were In burn repleced in the Athens area by
Tvalians 2%

Kovertheless, the Oreek cccupstlon was ocostly Ter the
Germans apd thelr Itallian allies, In splte of Hermann Geering's
remark that the Germans should pet presecupy ithemselves with
the Greeks {(Mocertaln people are destined to be deaim&ted“ﬁg},
the Greeks had te be fed, The Germans, in the beglinning,
attempted to hagyd over this problem to the Italisns. The
Italians, already existing on blesck bread and brown pasta and
legsing half their ships bound for Pilrsaus and Zaloniks, found
the task impessible. Consequently, in November, 1941, the
Germens began sending large guantitiss of grein to Greece.

By the time the terrible winter of 1941-42, was over, the
Germans had shipped over 45,000 tons of wheat to the country

and the Italians well over 20,000 tone o0 In splte of thsse

471p1d,, p, 16 and Lukacs, p. 447,

4805pman Antioverrilla Overaticns, p. 16.

49§akaes, pe. 4582,
50prandt, p. 247,
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4xis contributions, the Jreek populatlion migat vell have
hean nearly decimeted except for the Internatlonal Red Cross.
Throust its effoeris, & total ol 40,000 tunw ol lood was moved
utside Axis LCurepe into Greece.Sl Dus to lnternational agree-
mants Cerman ahd Iialian exports Lo (reegs were Lo be decreased
during the following year. Even so, from Septembsr, 1842, to
August, 1943, the Germens regqulsitioned only 24 thousand tons
of food from Greece and in turn cuvmpensated the Greels with

45 .9 thousand tens, The Itallans, during the same periled,
gained 8.8 millilon tons of food from Greece and seunt to th
groeks 16,2 million tons,52

Dug to the Itallan dlsalfectlon and the guerrilla

warfare 1ln both Greece and Yugoslavia, the Germans were

¥

foraoed to Inerea thelir cccups

&

divisions by Sepiember, 1943, and te twenty divisions by thse
end of the same year.®3 This, howsver, was after Stalingrad
and when Germany's chances for a vietory over Russia wers very
remobe. DBubt. without considering the possible strateglic value
£ Crete and the German airfiselds in Greece, there caun be no
doubt that the Qerman vccupation in the Balkans during 1941
and 1942, had an adverse effect on the German war effort in

Russia. The serious drain on the feod ressurces of the Relch

Slusands, p. 230. Froa the swnder of L34l te the
summer of 1948,

S21p1d., p. 245
S3german Antiguerrilla Operations, p. 70.
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for the feeding of the Greek people without any fust compen-
sation i one large resson. There ars others.

Halder had maintained, as early as 1940, that Yugoeslavia
“"wag 100% at the disposal of the German war eeon@my,“ﬁé yaot,
because of the Yugoslav invasion the Bor mines were lost to
the German war effort for a pgood part of 1941, and the Danube
River was of little use during a& crucial stage in the prepa-
rations for the Russian war.5® Although the Germans in Serbia
and the Banat filled all thelir requisition Quotas during the
first three months of the occupation, the "subsidiary war"
during the latter part of the year made collections in many
eases impossible, To be sure, during 1942 all German economic
plans were largely fulfilled in Serbla and the Banat, but it
is interesting te note that the 181,000 tons of grain shipped
to the Reich from these areas in the grain year 1941-1942,
were less than the 189,000 tons sent te Germany from the same
sareas in the graln year 1939-1940,56

In 8 senase, Qreatia appeared to be a valuable German
ally since she contributed & number of badly needed workers
for the industries of the Reieh., Moreover, she allowed the

Germans to recruit Foreign Leglon units within the new state,

S4galder, Vol. VI, September 3, 1941,
ﬁﬁBaaauaa of the transfer of divisions from the Ralkans.

S6ppandt, p. 183.
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gsuch as the 366th, 3734, and 3984 Infantry regiments, two
8% regiments, and the 13th sand 234 Mountain regiments, as
well as & number of battalions and brigades.7 Possibly the
Croat workers aided the German war effort, but the over=-all
effect of the Foreign Leglon units, as far as the Russlan war
was cmncernaé, was limited, The Germans only used one Croat
regiment in 1941 and less than a division of Croat regulars in
1942 on the Russian front.®® Most of the rest of the Croat
units were used to cﬁﬁbat the guerrillas Iin the Balkans,
Although Croatia contributed to the German war economy by
exporting small Quantities of lumber, tanning bark, and
bauxlite, these exports amounted to less than belore the
Yuémalav invesion. Horeover, the bitter Internecine combat
within the state immobllized a good share of the rest of her
economy. The result wass that the lone credlt item in the
Croatian f@aﬁwtradé ledger with Germany consiszted of & small
vilseed export, |

The Puehrer had hoped that the German invasion of Bbeece
and Yugeslavia would free Itélian troops for duty elsewhers,
preferably North Africa, but these desires were only partially

realized, Prior to the German invasion, the Italians had

57german Antiguerrilla QOperations, pp. 18-19.

58pag Heer, p. 113; Clark, p. 288,
5gﬁrandt, pe 160,
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forty-five divisions in Albania, Greece, and stationed along
the Yugoslav frontier, As late as the summer of 1942, they
sti1ll had thirty-two divisions in (Qreese and the conguered
areas of Yugoslavia. Only twelve of these divialons were
oceupying @ra@ae¢60 Had there not been & Yugoslav invasion,
it seems doubtful thet the Italians would have needed twanty
divisions to guard the frontler opposite Yugovslavia.

It could be contended that Hungary might not have jolined
in the war with Russia &z a Jerman ally had Yugoslavia not
been invaded., Hungary's quarrels were with Yugoslavie over
the Bachka, Baranja, and the Banat, not with Russia. As sarly
ag December 5, 1940, Hitler had disceounted Hungary as &
possible ally in the Russian war for this very reason.52
However, the Hungarians had signed a nonagyresslon pact with
the Yugoslavs on Descember 12, 1%40,63 and moreover the state
wag a member of the Anti-Comintern Pact and the AXls Tripar-
tite Pact. Ths Germans had already established command posts
at Rungary's prinecipal railroasd stations, alrports, and cther
strategle points giving her a measure of control within the
country long before the Yugoslav invasgion, It 1s guite

doubtful that the Yugoslav invasion changed the Hungarisn

60german Antizuerrilla Qperations, pp. 14~15.

6lprandt, p, 160, |
¢2galder, Vol. VI, December 5, 1941,
63Lukecs, p. 371.
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sttitude toward the Russians, It iz more probable that
Hungry would have contributed the two token divisions at the
beginning of Barbarvssa anyway, and would have been forced to
contributs more later, jJust as happened during the winter of
1841-1942,

Top ba sure, the German commitment of troops in the
Balkans was very small when compsred with the forces used in
Rarbarossa, Thse Germsns never had more than eight and one~
third divisions cocupying Greece and Yugoslsvia. Four, and
later five, of these dilvlaslons were weak security divisions
made up of men over thirty-five using captured equipment.
But this does not tell ths complete storys. Counting the
unattached unlts, there wers 118,078 Germans on occupation
duty in Gresce and Yugoslavia, and this did not include units
of the Lulftwafle or German naval persocnnel stationed in
saleonika, Pireasus, and Crete.54

The most tangible proof that the Balken oecupation had
an effect on Barbarossa iz the fact that guerrilla warfare
broke sut soon after the (German divisions hsd departed for
re«deployment in Barbaroesa, By being precccupled with the
approashing campalign against the Soviet Unien, large &reas of
Yugoslavia were obviously leflft unpacifisd, This lesaa the
Germans to commit two divisions earmarked for the Russian

campaign stukas, artillery trains, captured tanks, ammunition,

64german Antiguerrilla Operaticns, p. 186,




and fusl at a time when Sermany could lsast afford them. To
be sure, the expendliture In the Balkans was very smell when
compared te the (German needs in Russla, But at s time when
many German infantry divisions were reduced to less than halfl
thelr gstrength and there was a shortage of 200,000 men In
Ru&ai&,sﬁ sven one fresh divislion on ths eastern front would
have been appreciated, The importance of one division can be
indicated by the emphasis Halder placed on trying to get the
164th Infantry division for Barberosaa,®6

Thus, the German polliecy in the conquered areas »f the
Balksns was teo divide and rule, while gaving the cholcest
portions of economic valus for ocscupatien by the troops of
the Relich, Thils was suppssed to free German troeps for employ-
ment in Barbarossa and still allow Germany to reap the

sconomic harvest. In the end it did nelther.

€59nig shortage was noted by Halder in mid-September,
1941.

66palder, Vol., VI, June 21, 1941,



CHAPTER IX

BALKAN CAKPAIGH AS A DIVERZION

The German opsration in the Balksns in the spring of
1941 sppesred to be successful in diverting world sttention
from the German bulldup in Pelard, Colncliding as 1t 4id with
General Krwin Rommel's advance in the North Afrlesn dssert,
the CGermsn campasign in the Balkans seemed to indlecste Hitler's
pilans of expansion were dlrscted toward the esstern
Hediterrensan, The sirborne selzure of Crete sesned to
sonfirm the opinion that Hitler was bent on taking the Sues
Canal by a combined elr, asa, end ground operation. The
Soviet Union d41d not appear to be sn exception te this view,
in spite of the close proximiity of German troops slong her
borders. On the contrery, the entire Balkan campsign from
the moment of its ineeption, in wmany respects appesred as
arn ald to the Fuehrer in resching his military decislon with
Aussla,

Alrsady, by early September, 1940, Hitler had initisted
the trasnafer of large bodles of German treoops from western
Europs to the eastern frontisr. The Germsn army was recording
at the sams time that "These regroupings must not create the
Impressicon in Russla thet we are preparing en offensive in the

L ]
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east,®l Thus Hitler maintained that the troops were baing
transzferred mersly for the protectlion of Germeny's vital
Rumanian oll supply and other Bsllan raw material AOUPCE S, 7
The Viemna Award and the Axis guarantes for ths territorial
tntegrity of Rumania tended to subastsntiate this view, Latsr,
when Cerman troops entsred Rumenls early in Ootober, 1941,
with secret orders to "prepare the Rumsnian army for s possible
war with Russle,” Stalin was informed that Garman troops wers
training the Rumanians to wmake them mors self~rellant.d When
Stalin, at the game time, complained of the presence of
Germen troops in other arens along the Russc-Cerman frontier,
Hitler hed the view sifted back to Homcow that these Ltroops
ware a deliberate attempt "o divaert Britlsh attention from

an imminent invesion of Englandi'® Helder meanwhile noted

L E5)

L3

thet this latier wisw Tcould noit bs maintalinsed indsfinistel

Sef

Thersfore, the inept Italien invasion of Greece saved
Germany from what might have been an smbarrassiog situsiion in
light of 3tslin's refusal to accept the Fushrer's demands of
Heverber, 1940, The British presence in Crete and thelr

offer of ald to the Greeks presented Hitler with the sxcuse he

1Lakacs, pe 520,
2palder, Vol. VI, August 31, 1940.

®International Military Tribunel, p. 53-¢, and 17l-c,

4G erman Cempaign, p. 15; Halder, Vol. VI, OCetcber 4, 19840.

SHalder, Vol. VI, October 4, 1940,
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nesdad to ccntlnue his bulldup in the east, Thus, 3talln
wag informed by the Fuehrsr that Germany wasz sngayed In e
"1ife and death sirugzle wlth Great Brltein® and thset the
preassnae of the lattsr In the Balkans would not he tolerated,®
The Fushrer asdded "That this should slso be in the best
Interssts of the TB3R,"7 Fitler did not walt for Stalin's
reply, sinece thousauds of Gsrman troops wers alrsady
convergling on Rumanisa,.®

Then while Briltaln wsz demonsirsting that shse wsaa not
beaten and was morsover practlically on 3talin's doovstep, the
Garman bulldup along Soviet northern Trontlers sould logleally
be explsined. The troops in these aress wers a nscesssry
preeaution azalnst posasibls Soviet intervention or aggression
while Cerman wmlilitery units moved through Bulgeris snd/or
Yugeslavia to drive the British from Grosce., Already in
Hovember, 1940, 3talin had Insisted thait Bulgarie was in
the Hoviet sphere of influence, ecalled Yugoslavie a "very
eleoss frisnd,” and hinted abt a possible Russian annexation

of Finland.? Hitler, umong other items, made it clear st

61bid., November 16, 1940,

7iukees, p. 355.

80n the grounds that the *Relioh's oil supply was beyond
discussion,” For an excellent discussion of this periocd of
German-Soviet relatiocns, mee: Gustav Hilger and Alfred Meyer,
pp. 318-324,

YHalder, Vol. VI, November 26, 1940; Lukacs, p. 336,
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the *+ifme thst he "would net stand for s repewsl of the
fuggo-Finnish War."10

Thus, while the Zritlish wsre calling for an Anglo-
3oviet allisnce and the “ritish presence In the Ralkans
eppeared to make 3Jtalin's demends even bolder, for Cermany
net to have large bodies of trocps in the northeasst while
angaging the British in the southsast would be considered
grogs foollshbness even by the most nalve of statesmen.
Stalin and HMolotov A1d not appaar to il the latter dslinition,
Hence the Cermens were able o mask thelr true intentlons in
e aast betsuse of the Britlsh presencs Iin the Balkens and
by so doling ssand alwmost 100 divislong %o the eastsyn frentiers
#ithout considerably shooking the Russians,ll

The Balkan campalzns contlnued to wask Itler's trus
Iintention. In spiie of trhe large nuwebesr of German troons
staticenad along the fHoviet frontler, Stelin and Wolotow
applisd relentless militery pressure on the Gesrmens right
up to the time of the dlsintegration of Yugoslavia, TRussian
troop movements boward the frontler ares were vary frsguent
end, Jjudging from Halder's disry, causing & great deal of
concern among the Germsn Gensral 8tarf.12 1n other areas

of harassment the Russlians had found it necessary to cut

10ha1der, Vol. VI, November 16, 1940,
1l7ippelskireh, p. 209,
12ye1der, Vol, VI, April 4, 5, and 7.



downt on the shipment of food and raw materials to Germany at
conveniant times during the crisiz;15 had signed a treaty of
friendship and nonaggression with the mew Yugoslav government
after the "coup"; had also signed a treaty of nonsggression
with Turkey;'¢ and, it was rumored, had alded the Greeks with
food and raw materisls.l® In the face of this "obvious
belligerent attitude,” the Relch informed the Soviets that
the Cerman troops on the Russian frontier "were a necessary
precaution,™ Hitlsr remained vague on how the Russiana
could remedy the situation,16

An additional mesns of diverting world attention was
ceused by the immense posslbllities created by the German
conquest in the Balkens. The repercusasicons of the victory
appeared to be reverberating throughout the Hiddle East,
Iraq was in revolt, Pelestine waz in a state of wunrest, and
even the Fascista in Abyssinis were reported stirring,17
Morsover, General Erwln Rommel was on the offensive in Egypt.
The successful Cerman Iinvasion of Crete furthermore stirred
the imagination. Possibly ths Germans would use the combined

air, sea, and land operatione against the Suez Canal,

lﬁﬁukaes, p. 348, However, sfter April 4, the deliveries
were more prompt,

lé1p14,
151p14.
167he Grand Alliasnce, pp. 306-307,

17411 this is contained in Halder, Vol. VI, May 16, 1941.
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Gibralter, and maybe England herself., Paul Joseph Goebbels,
the Nazl propegsnda chief, hinted at all of these possibilitles
In an article ib the Deutsche Bsobschter under the title "he

Exaempls of Crete.” The entire edition containing the article
was confiscated on securlty grounds, which tended to make the
notions presented aven more authentic .18 The effect of the
latter diversion on the leaders in the Kremlin can only be
estimated, but at least one author has suggested that "the
pesgant logic of Stalin's mind"” could not imegine how Hitler
sould defest Britain by attacking Rusasia,l®

Meanwhile Hitler continued his eastern bulldup., During
May and June, 1941, repested warnings were sent to the Kremlin
leaders by officlals in London and Washington warning Stelin
of the impending Cerman invasion. ©One British offlieial in
Woscow even [ixed the correet date.2U Stalin dismissed these
warnings by apparently inslating that the German troop
concentrations were nothing more than “a war of nsrves"™ by
which the Reich hoped to win more economic concessions from
the Russians,.8l Stalin héd elready commenced his appessement
poliecy towsrd the Fushrer. On May 6, he dismissed Molotov

83 his premler and assumed the job himself on the grounds

18walter, Goerlitz, History of the German General Staff
(New York: Fredieric A, Praeger, inc., 1958), D« S04,

191 ukees, p. 518,
20pnders, p. 51; Shirer, p. B44.

2landers, p. 31.
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that Molotov was the main cause for bad relations betwsen
Germany and Russia.?2 The ahipment of f{cod and raw materisls
from the Soviet Union becams almost unbslisvably prompht, At
the same time he dropped hints that the Russians might be
interested in expanding these trade sgra@menﬁsygg Hitler
remained strangsly quiet, The German troops were still
arriving at their frontier stations., 8talin, now poasibly
thinking that the position of the Soviet troops was the
cause of the Germen attitude, ordered his troops ten
kilometsrs back from the Soviet borders in the west and
forbade his planes to £ly within twenty kllometers of the
Sovist-Cerman frontier.? Stil1l ne responses from the
Nazi dictetor. Finally, on Juns 14, in what appesred to be
a last minute attempt to divart disaster, aflter publically |
repudisting the warnings from London end Washington, Stelin
hinted st & possible meating to dlscuss Soviet~German
differsnces, For the next few days rumors were spreading
in Germeny of & possible visit of Stalin to Berlin,®® Then
on Juna 22, 1941, the lightning struck.

There 13 little doubt sbout the complete aurprise

aschieved by the German forces. A report of the CGerman Navel

EgahirQr, ps 841,
231b1d., p. 840,
24Gartholt, p. 434-435,
2530eriitz, p. 394.
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High Command stated on June 21 that "Reconnalssancs of tha
Baltic ares ghow no Russlan readiness, nc symptoms that the
Russisns are set for imminent CGermsn operations,"2® Helder
reported on the day of the inveslon that the "Rusalans wers
not in tactical pozitions for defense, The troops in the
border gzone were widely scattered in thelr quarters, The
frontier itself was for the most psrt lightly gusrded,"27

Fhether Hitler sould have meved 141 divisions and still
achieved surprlise withou’ the Balken ocampaipgn acting ss & shileld
for hieg sctlvities can only ba con jedtured,

Thia surprise schiaeved by the Fushrer has an interesting
sequel howsvar, Hitler, %w 21l his pisns for an invasion
of Hussia, insleted that the Russian srmies must be desiroyed
west of the Dnieper. It was further snticlpsted thet the
Russisns would commit slimost all of their troops along the
wastarn border of Buszle. In regard to thies perﬁ&yﬂ we should
note the worda of Erie von Hssgel, on June 15, seven days
before the gruclsl invasioni

The Rusaslans seem to realize whet 1s up and

are bLeginning to withdraw their poorly plased

cordons of troops end acncesntrats them in the rear.

The proapectes of & Germen vietory are still naively

considered by the German soldiers as bright.28

In 1light of the lessons learned in Yugoslavis, one won-

ders 17 the Russian bear was sleeping so soundly after slll!

261ukecs, p. 410,
27Helder, Vol. VI, June 22, 1941,
2BHassel, June 15, 1941.



CHAPTER X

CORCILUS ION

In light of the evidence presented, neithsr the invesion
of continental Greece nor Yugoslavia caused a daley 1n the
launching of Barbarossa. Although the Fushrer had postponed
the Russian lnvasion "up to four weeks®™ to mllow the invasinn
of Yugeslavia, German operations ageinst the Boviet Unlon
eould not have commenced before at lesst the second week in
June because of the westher conditions In eastern Europe
during the spring of 1941l. A1l evidence Indlcates that the
german divisions used in both of the previously mentloned
campaigns could have been re-depleyed by this time had there
not been an invasien of Crete or 1f the Fuehrer had net
dec¢lded sgainst thelr earlier removaly Only by nobt undere
taking the Invaslion of Crete could the Germen armies
concelvably have gaved ovperating time in the Soviet Unien
before the advent of the Russlan winter, 1941,

Even so, Mussolinlts thrust of his blunt sword aoross
the Albanian frontier into Greece must be eonsidered a factor
in Hitler's defeat in Russis, Actually Hitler had little

choice 1in the matter of lsunching & cempalign in the Balkans,.
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Once the Duce had committad his blundsr snd had suffered
severe reverses, Hitler felt obliped to resecue hig brotherw
in-arms, Aside from reasons of prestige, the Fuehrer's
decislion was forced by the British sccupation of the lslands
off the coast of Oreece and their political activities In

the Balkenss In effect, (Great Britian had created a sscond
front even belfonrs the firsﬁ‘franﬁ In Russlsa materisllized.
The Fuehrer realized that the Balkans had to be stabilized
guleklyy or there could not be an invesion of Russia in:lﬁél,
and 1942 might be too late. The United Stabes would prabably
enter the war by then and Russisa would be a much stronger
opponent,; as indleated by her growling armies and production
figurﬁﬁg | ‘ _

In the beginnlug the Fuehrer considered sending three
Gorman divisions to Albanla, These were to counter the
potential Pritish Balkanh threst and bolsbter the Italisn armles
inrtha area, But more llkely the British would have countered
this atrateglc move with forces eof their own joining the
Greeks. The Italo~Greek war might have remained stalemated
while the Cermsn forces were preparing to invade Russia.
Later the Fuehrer é@ciﬁaé te detach elght Germen divisions
from Barbarosse to be used in a CGreek campaign. However, with
pther German divisions moving to their consentration aréaa
pppouite the Russlan frontier this could have hed digestroass

consequences i the German invaslion were lLalted in Greece.
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Yugoslavie, atill an uncertaln faotor, might have allled itself
with the Greeks and the Britlsh, and Barbarocssa would have

had to be postponed, possibly indefinitely. The solution of
invading Yugoslavia as well &8 Greece had the advantags that

i1t probably would be quick, would eliminate all unknown quan-
tities on Germany's flank, and would allow & German Invaslon

of Russia in 1941,

Even before the Yugoalav "coup,® the Fuehrer had sent
five panzer and over twslve other divisions Into Bulgaria wilth
the major assignment of driving the Briltlah threat frem the
Balkans. They wers to be sssisted In this project by 8§00
German alrcraft in Rumanla and Bulgeria,. Then Iolléwing the
Fuehrer's decision to include Yugeslavia in his march of
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of which were on tinelr way to the concentratlion areas Ior
Barbarossa or whose depariture was Ilmminent, were divertsd to
the frontier oppesite Yugoslavia, Other forces were sent te
the Rumanian~Yugovslav border, while Geerling had an additionsl
600 planes made avallable for the expanded Balkan opseration.
In percentagea, this amounted to a commltment of nver one
third of the German aireralt and a little less than one third
ol the tanks assigned to Barbarossa,

Portunately (or possibly unfortunately) for the (Germans,
the Yuposlav and Greek operations ran according to or ahead

of schedule., The Yugoalav campaign ended quickly, and besides
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wear and tear on equipment, German losszes were almost
negligivis. SBoon alter the conclusion of the cmmpaizn the
penzer divislons were withdrawn for re~fitting. The Jerman
campaign in Greece mebt siiffer oppesition, The (ermans were
deprived of thirty to forty tenks and 100 plsnes intended for
use In Barbarossa before 1t was concluded,

Many Germen generals were diapleased with the Fuehrer's
deoclslon to invade Crete, Bacause of the ilmpending lnvasion
of Ruasia, they felt that the Germans should not extend their
forces more than was absolubely nevessery o secure the Balkan
flank, The Crete invaslion they argued, was neot neceasery te
that end, The British eould not use the 1sland a8 & spring-
bogrd Lo the continent since their land forces were at present
too small and wonuld remsin so fopr somes time. Helder argnsd
against the Crete invaglion by saying, "sur desnger 1s that we
win all the battles bubt the last one”;lleave the "Fediterra-
nean to bthe Itallane,” implying perhsps thet the last grest
battle wes not going to be fought &t Crete, Gibraltar, or the
Suez, but poasibly in Russla, Again the British intervened
by destroying e large part of the Itelian pleet at Matapan,
Hitler then sallowed himgelf to be persuaded by Josring, through
Student, to invade (Creite, In order to carry out this sssign-
ment, 520 transport planes were f{lown in, snd the 7th Airborne

division was brought intoc Greece from Rumenia by truck.

lgart, p. 158,
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Divisione scheduled for Barbarossa were left immobilized in
Gresce becsauss of the congested transportation faclilities.
Before the battle of Crete ended, the Germans lost 130 trans=-
port planes, an estimated 125~150 other aircraft, and mueh of
the 7th Ailrborne division, Moreover, besides possibly csusing
a delay in RBarbarossa, the Crete vigtory gave the Germans

the added responsibility of fortifying and manning the delfenses
of the island,

The battle of Crete was followed by & scramble of men
and equipment to mest the June £2 Barbarossa deadline.
Unfortunately, there was no hops that the 24 and 5th Panzer
divisions could make it on time, but this mattered little
since the 2d Panzer had lost a good share of its men and
equipment to British torpedoes, and both divisions had to
leave tanks send units for the defense of (ireece and (rete.

A number of divisions from the Balkans made the deadline,

but four, besides the two panger previosusly mentioned did not.
Six other divisions, mainly from the west, could not make it
either because of the transportation tle-up. The over a
thousand aircraft used for the Crese campaign, since their
ground crews had previously been sent to the Barbarossa
eoncentration areas, either had to be re~fitted in Germany,

or on arrival at thelir new bases, Many of these cralt were
not avallable for the beginning of Rarbarossa,

After the British position in the Mediterranean was

weakened, the Itallans and the meager German forces under
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Rommel began registering vistories, while the German people
cheared them on. Obviously, 1 only for reasocns of prestige,
this dashling Germen general had to be reinforced, Thus, for
nsarly two months the tank production of the Relch was "written
of f" for use in Barbarossa,

Barbarcesa was launched., All slong the line the (ermans
achieved surprigse. Over 800 enemy alircraflt were destroyed en
the first day alone, The German panzer thrusts in most cases
were rapid and desp. However, von Klelst's panzer army was
brought to a virtual halt after the {irst three days. Toward
mid-July, Halder was vecording that "large bodies™ of Russians
ware escaping to the rear, and "in every instance . . . iIf
not all" the Russian armor was breaking out of encirclements .2
The German objlective of destroying the Russilan srmiea west of
the Dnieper failed., By September, the Germans had lost air
superiority in the north to the Russlans and EKesselring
commented that the Luftwalfe was "simply overtaxed" and ™at
the end of their tether ,"S

It has often been asserted that the Germen offensive in
Russis collapsed because of the conflict over the strategic
concepts that broke out between Hitler, the German High
Command, and the German generals, and that that controversy

had cost the German army precious weeks, Additlonal time

2Ralder, Vol. VI, July 11, 1941.
5Khsselr1ng, pp. 101-102,
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and menpower were wasted onh Hitler's insistence on making
Leningrad and the Ukraine hls principal objectives. The
long supply lines and wet weather also held up the German
advance at crucial times. “The validlty of these argumenta
eannot be denied, but the fact remsins that inm the late fall
1841, the Germans were standing at the gates of Mescow, and
the Russlans hed already scoraped the bottom of the barrel
for the defensze 9? the sity. Allen Clark desocribes the
RBugsian situation:
There could be no more standing fast
regardless of the consequences, no more trading

lives {or time while ths reserves scoumulated,
Because there were Ny mMore ressrves.,

No one can say posltively, bubt there is & good possi-
bility that just a few more men, tanks, and airecraflt at
eruclal polints during the German advance in Russie might
have tipped the scales in Hitler's favoer in epite of all
other factors.,

A few assume that the (ermans and thelr allles pained
from thelr invasion of the Balkans not only because of the
strategic value of many of the areas under otcupation, bub
because the entire sconomies of the conguered lands were
entirely at their disposal. This assumption is enly par-
tlally true, The gains (with the posaible exception of
Hungsry) from an ecenomic standpoint of the conguest and

ocoupation of the Balkens were almost negliglble for the

461&1‘1(, pi 160‘¢
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In the finsl analysis the Balken campaipgn affected the
pending invesion of Russia 1n two spheres--economically and
militarily., In the sconomic sphers, the invasion of Russia
csused the (ermans to lese thsir only reliabls source of
copper for six months, In Greece the needs of the people
produced a Tend deficit for Germany to try to remedy.
However, the sconomic influences would not have affected the
Russian campalgn to any appreciable extent, But militarily
Barbarossa was weskened in three ways by the Ralkan campalgn.
First it created a sgecond front prior to the first front in
flugsie and, sz already shown the losses te the Germans in the
categories of men and espeolally btanke and planes, could
have had an effect on the German effort in Russis, The
Chetnilks and Partlsans operating chiefly in Yugoslavia were
a sacond factor, The Germans were f{orced to use men and
equlipment allocated to the sastern front to sontain thelr
faptivities.” And shird was the slight delay in the
deployment of men and equipment te the staging sreas caused

chielly by the SGerman invaasion of Crate.



AND

BIBLIOGRAPHY



GERNAR AREY DIVISICONE,

APPENDIX

F

THEATRES OF WAR, AiskY CCHMMANDHERS
AND ARWY GROUP COMMANDERS ON JUNE 22, 1841

As  Iafantry Divisions,® Light Divisicans, and Security
Divisicns
Boo of Theatsr| Commander  Army | Army Commandsr
Piv. & of War Group
type

1 Taf, | sast | Xéehler I8 North Leeb
5 ® " Hoth Erz Center Rock
& " " Hoth &va Center Bock
von » Klugs 4 Centaer Pock
g " # strauss @ Center Bock

o % " Reichensaun & South Bundatedt
o " # Kuechnler 1s Horth Lesb
18 ® " Buseh 18 Horth Laab
15 ® " Ressrve - Center Besk
" " Kluge 4 Centaer Pock
gL " " EKuschiler i8 North Leeb

2g 0 " Schobert 11 South Rundstedt
2 " " Eluge 4 Center loek

24 * Stuelpnagel 17 South nundstedt
2e *® " Hoth 3Pz Center Book
2q " " Strauss g Centar Kook
* " H Busch 18 Horth Laab
%L 0© " Guderian 2 Centar Rock
32 0" n ruzch 1€ ¥orth Loeb

i50
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¥o. of Theatres | Commander Army | Army Commander
Div. & of ¥ar iroup
typs
TEETInY. [ East Fuderian WPE Genter YooK
35 " Hoth Bog Centar Rock
44 " " Klelst 1Pz Sounth Rundstedt
45 ® * guderian 2Pa Center Bock
43 " B.B./rey List 12 Southaast Liast
2.7/4
50 ® Fast Sghobart 11 Jouth Rundatedt
&z ¢ " . Reserve - Canter Rock
58 " # Relchonau 8 Jouth Rundstedt
a7 M " Klaist 1Pz Bouth Rundstedt
gg o " Fuschlexr 18 Horth Lasb
4] " w Euschler i8 ¥Novrth Leeb
gz *» " Raichaenau & South Aundatedt
én " Stuelpnagel 17 geuth Rundstedt
Bg " Hor. Falkaenhorst Horway ¥allkaenhorst
7Lo" Bast 1 8tuslpnagel 17 Seuth Rundatedt
R o9 # Schobart il South Rundstedt
VAT 8.8./res| List 12 Southeast IList
B 7/4
V2 Eest Kleist 1pz Reuth Rundatedt
e " # Gehohert 13 Zouth Rundstedt
e " " Kluge 4 Centsp Roek
g o u " Repavas - South Bundstedt
8] West Dollmenn 7 West #Witzleben
ag # # Dollimann 7 Weat Witsleben
8 # " Vietingheff 15 West Bitglebsan
a8 v Hast Raserve ¥orth L.osh
87 " " Btrauss 9 Center Rack
2 B West Dollimann 7 Hest Hitzleben
gz v B/ res |- - West Hitzleben
gw / 4
g5 ™ W/ res | ~- -- West Witzleben
Be 8/7
g7 " Bagt Stuelpnagel 17 Bouth Rundstedt
9% Lt.inf # Reserve South Rundstaedt
100 Lt.inf » 3tuelpnagel 17 South Rundstedt
100 Lt.inp ® Stuelpunagel 1% South Rundsatedt
102 LtJinf| ® Strauss i Center Beck




Bi;;‘& of War Group
E 5g f ﬂz - gﬁri;rﬁﬁ D - e ——
10 * | Bast’ P | nesery
111 * L Klelat irs | sentn Rand
u Gers/von) : - Eouth Rundstedt
11& . Ba ﬁ’/ﬁg N - o~ -
123 . ;gagt g;;&gva - Seuth Rundstedt
T . Buauh 16 Horth Leedb
108 = . Bﬁsga ;6 North Laadb
TR . B »a; 18 Horth L.eab
1o . ﬁgaa&va - Bouth Rundstedt
Y« . a:gﬁh lﬁ South Rundstedt
i . Kx&augn 9 Conter Pook
o . . 3¢gg§ | 4 Center Book
15 o o Kiyﬁ snau 8 Bouth Hundstedt
37 - - :Kiagg 4 Genter Boek
151 ” . %gﬁga | 4 Center Hoek
. / b enter Reek
égﬁ " gqréyim %gglabreaht Finland Falkenhorst
1ok W Rist‘ ‘ﬁgt xg Southeast List
128 3 g‘,gwi&m 2Pz Ceanter Boeck
100w . ﬁgigh@aaa', é 3outh Rundstedt
e . . ggﬁvgﬁ#§aht , Finland Falkenhoprst
R - Lg obert 11 South Rundstedt
g:‘%/ﬁ“ st i Zguthgast List
i " or. 3 't :
57 ¢ mm (Reemerto. [T e
158 *® e AGEE ~ - i 23 o Boek
Yoo n 3&&?5@?% ‘ i1 Bouth Rundstedt
Hop,. Falkenhorst . 3§
o8 " nors ey Horway Palkenhorst
e Neas Dollmann 7 Hest #itzleben
foe w 8 ﬁpaarvs - Rorth Leab
oy ost %gﬂ&#?& - Roprth Leeb
s Neat Btgiééghorf 15 West witzleben
o1z » Noat mgli gnn 7 West Witzleben
21s o olimann 7 West #itzleden
Bant Relchanau 8
o Bas Reloher South Rundstedt
ot . T, Llkenhorat Horway Falkenhorst
West Blaskowits 1
o1 n s o Waat Witzleben
Vietinghoff 15 Want #gitzleben
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o, of | Theatre | Command

Div. & af’wgga Co der Army | Army Commander

type : aroup

BI7IAY rY - -

AR [

281 " | mast | Kiage . Denmark  Lusdie

89z " ﬁa@t Doll "‘i Center Roak

pag Dollaann 7 Host witsleben

og7 o ?1ﬁting off 15 West Witsleben

830 " | mast | Soncbest 11 | Seus Witaleben

248 ® Went Dolim 5 South Rundstedt

gs1 " Bast ResSery West #itzleben

g ® " Kl{;ﬁ hd - Center Boek

ggs " " Bus§§ 4 Center Roek

284 © " Busoh o 1o Horth Lesb

288 " » @uge o 18 ¥orth Leeb

2EE ¥ " &%?pﬁr i‘m 35’3 Center Bock

gE7 ¥ # 3#?#?5’ . Center Book

oEs . ?luev@ﬁagﬁl 17 South Book

280 " Wﬁ/&’&ﬁ‘ :‘%@ f Centar Booek

cen g. 7/4 - Heat ¥itzleben

263 " -k ii@*ipﬁﬁﬁﬁl 17 South Rundstedt

gy * . {%23@ " 4 Center Book

268 " " guderian  8Pa | Center Boek

geg " ﬁﬁuga4’ 4 Center Book

gs1 " ﬁ,ggyﬁgr 4Ps | North Leab

pag " " Resonve - Horth Leeb

oas ¥ " K lﬁ,ﬁw 8 - Herth Lash

[90 " Hoonn 4 center Book

ge1 ™ " Roeppner M= | North Leet

age ® " ﬁ}iﬁ&hl&r i8 Horth Leeb

mEro| n me, 4o o

206 " a8 ery enter Boek
g:ﬁéfies List 12 Southeast IList

Bos " ,

298 " Eejt Stuslpnagel 17 | South Rundatedt

ga7 " ﬁﬁgﬁhPﬂﬂgﬁi 17 South Rundatadt

go8 *® " Kled it 8 South Rundatedt

pog " ﬁlﬁiﬁt %gi South Rundstedt

308 ¢ | West |Vistinghofr 18 wost witaleban

308 " . gigiimaheff 18 Weat uisalabgg

308 ¢ " ve t?;ﬁﬂ , 7 West #witzleben

319 " " vioringholt 1o | mest Witsleben

\ » , ‘ - eat vy s

520 " Vietinghoff 15 | West Hiteleben




154

No. of Theatre | Commander Army | Army Commander
Bév. & of War Graup

.ypo
32l Int Viest Vietinghof? I8 West WiteTeben
ey M " Vietingheff 16 Hest Witzlebsn
327 " " Blaskowitz 1 West Witzleben
332 " " Vietinghoff 15 West Witzleben
333 " " Dollmann 7 West Witzleben
336 " Blaskowltz 1 Weast %itzleben
336 " " Vietinghoff 15 West Witzleben
a7 » " Blaskowitz 1 West witzleben
558 0 ® " Blaskowltz 1 West Witzleben
340 ® " Vietinghoff 15 West Witzleben
342 " " Blaskowitz 1 dest Witzleben
408 o East Strauss @ Center Boek
444 " i Stuslpnagel 17 south Rundstedt
454 ® " Stuelpnagel 17 3outh Rundstedt
702 ¥ Kor. Falkenhorst Norway Falkenhorst
?G&b " Ss Be List 12 Southeast List
707" East Resarve - o o
708 ® West Dollmeann 7 West #Witzleben
708 " Weat Dollmann 7 Hest Witzleben
710 o Hor. Falkenhorst Horway FPalkenhorst
Tii oo West Yietinghoff 15 West Witzleben
718, ™ Hest Dellmann 7 West Witzleben
713% © Bast Regerve - o i
7i4 M 5. HEe List i2 Southeast List
7 ® Hest Dellmann 7 Hest wWitzleben
7ig " " Vietinghoff 15 West #itzleben
i7" B8+ Ea List 12 Boutheast List
T ® Bas B List 12 Southeast List
7ig " west Reserve — West Witaleben

8The 94th, 96th, and 98th Infantry divisions are not

ineluded in the table.
many of the units sent to the 83d Infantry division.

These divisions were disbanded and

Other

unlts became fleld replacement battallions for Barbarossa.
This may accocunt for the differsnce of opinion held by many

suthors,

time; others say they had 208 divisions.

Prnese divisions were not used in Barbarossa.
they were traded for more useful divisions,

Bome say the Jermans had 2056 divisions at this

Leter

For instancs

the 713 Infantry division was sent to Crete in late July.
The 6th Mountain was then sent to Russia.
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B. Hountaln Divislons
Kos of Tosatre | Commander Army | Aray Commander
Dilv. of War group

1 HE, Bast Btuelpnages L7 Gouth Hundstedt
an Pin,. pletl - Pinland Palkenhorat
b Fin. Distl - Finland Falkanhorst
4" Hazt Hesarve - 3outh Rundstedt
LI 8, Ee Liat 12 Southeast List
g " 3+ Ee List 12 Southeast IList

Ce -Cavalry Divisions and Motorized Infantry Divisions

Ho. of Theatre | Commander Army | Aruy Comsander
Dlv, of %ar Group
1 Cav. | Kast Gudarian 208 Canter Boek
5 Mot " Roeppuer 473 Rorth L.aab
10 Mot. ® Gudarian 2rs Canter Rook
14 Mot. " Hoth &rz Center Bosk
12 Hot. " Klelist 1rs Svuth Rundatedt
18 Hot. " Hoth Brs Center Book
20 wot. " Hoth 3Pn Centar Boak
25 Hot. " Kleiat ira Bouth fundstedt
28 Hot, " Gudsrlan 2r3 Center Rogk
36 Hot. " Hoappner 4re North Lesb
&0 Mot, " Resarve - - -
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L. PanZer Divisions

¥o, of Theatre | Commander Army | Army Commander
Dive of War group
1T7% Rast Hoeppner  4P& Worth Tosb
g Pz ger/res | == - - -
B: 7/4
5 Pz Baat guderian 27z Centar Boeek
4 Pz " guderian 2Ps Center Bock
5 Ps ger/res |-=~ - —-— o
Ee 7/4
& Ps Bast Hoesppner 47z ¥orth Leedb
7 Pz n Hoth 3Pz Center Roek
S Ps " Hoeppner 4Pz ¥orth Leeb
9 Pz " Klelst 1Pz South Rundstedt
10 pPa n puderlan 2rz Center Boek
11 Pz ﬂ Klelst 1Pz South Rundstedt
12 py " Hoth EP% Center Book
13 Pz " Xleist 1lrz Seuth Rundstedt
14 Pz " Xlelst ipz South Rundstedt
16 Pz ALy, Rommel ACo Africa Rommal
16 Pz Bast Klsiet 1pz South Rundstedt
17 P n Gudarian 2r% Canter Boek
18 Ps " Guderian 2Pz Center RBook
19 Pz " Hoth 3Pz Center Boek
20 Pz " Hoth apz Center Bock
21 Pz Bee F.

Be wWaffon 83 Divisions and Other tmits

Kame of Div,)Theatre|Commander Army | Army Conmander
or Unit of War Group

Pas Relch |EasSt Guderian  ZP% Center ook
Totenkopfl " Hoeppner 4Pz Center Bock
Viking " Kleist 1Ps South Rundstedt
A. Hitler " Kleist 1rz South Rundatedt
8% Pol.Div. " Rezarve - North Leeb
Brig.North |Fin, Dietl - Finland Palkenhorst
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Independent Regiments, Brigades and Unlits of

¥ame of Unlt

Pheatre!l

Commander Army | Army Commander
of Wer (roup
APOLS DUALOM . Fast fuderian  2ps | Center “Hpak
(#ot. Inf. R.)
P00 Brig. East Reserva - Cantar Roak
185 Inf. Reg., Ss Ea List 1z Southeast List
5 Lt, Dive, In Afr, Rommel AvCo | Af»ica Hommel

July, 1841,
2. Pz, Dive.
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for a quick war and, thus, Germany could never adjust
to dalavs in the tim@%abla and changing needs. The
sppendix containg tsbles on the strength of ths Luftwaffe
during the war yvears.,

P! Spat. Munileh: Prlaum, 1949,

Buttlay, Frelherr von, Zhrenbuck des Deutschen Wehrmacht.
Stuttgart: Dr. E@ms Heigler, 1954,
Ann aceownt of the CGerwen infentry by one of thelr
generals durling tre Becond World War, It draws a vivid
ocontrast to the often-glerifled pansser divisions. The
intreduction 1s by Flsld Marshal von Rundstedt.

Ciano, Galeazzo., The Ciano Disries 1939-1043: The Complets
Unabridged Eiawi&s c? @@unt Beleazeo Ciano, steiien
ﬁin ater for Foredi ffeira, 1066-1048, E£dlted and

Trana, b ;ugﬁ ﬁfﬁsoﬂ. Wew York: Doubledsy & Co.,
Inc., 1946¢
This i3 a day by day ascount by the Itallian foreign

minister wioc was considerad by many as belng ths Duce's
right hand, It i1s very valuable in evaluating the
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Italian atete of mind during thelr partnership with the
Third Reioch. But the work ls somewhet colored by the
suthor's personal pride.

Dirksen, Herbert von. Moscow, Tokyo, London, Twenty Years of
German Foreign Policy. HNormen, Okla.: University of
Oklshioms Fress, 1052,

Dirksen was the German sambassador to Moscow from
1828 to 1933, Tokyo from 1833 to 1938, and smbassador
to London from 1938 to 1838, According to the author,
Hitler rendered his position ineffective. The work
containg no documents and its worth is destroyed by the
self-glorification of the author,

Doenitz, Kaerl. Memoirs, Ten Years snd Twenty Days. Translated
by R.UH. Stevens, London: Weldenfield and Nicolson,

The book, by Hitler'!s U~boat Commander and head of
the Third Reich after Hitler's death, deals chiefly with
submarine warfare, and especially the effectiveness of
the "wolf pack." He also takes pot shots st the Nazi
high brass {or thelr inseffective strategy. According
to Doenitz, if his ideas had been followsd, Germany
would have won the battle of the Atlantic snd therefore
posalbly the war.

Goebbels, Joseph. The Goebbels Disries, Edited and translated
by Louis P: Lochner. Wew York: Doubleday & Company,
Ine., 1948,

Guderien, Heinz. Panzer Leader. Translated by Constantine

Fitzgibbon, Hew York: K. P, Dutton & Co., Ine., 1658,
The auther of this book is one of the more brilliant

German military leaders who thought of the panzer divi-
slons as being en independent arm of the Webrmacht,
Unorthodox thinking often left him at odds with Hitler
and other generals. The book gives the resder an
excellent insight into the strategy of the panzer armies.
Guderian blames Hitler for Germany's defeat in Russia
bscause he didn't allow the panzer lesder toc drive on
Moscow when he had the opportunity, According to
Guderian, Von Kluge, his lmmedlate superisr, iz only
a little leas to blame,

Hessel, Ulriech von., The Von Hassell Disries, 1838-1844,
branslated by HUGgh TIbson, Garden OLty
Hew Yorkt Doubleday & Company, Inc., {947.
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This 1s the diary of a conspirator in various
plots aglinst Hitler. As a cover, he was a member of
the Central European Economic Conference. As one who
opposed Hitler, he offers many revealing experiences
behind the scenes of Hitler's wartime Releh, Hs 1is
sstute at giving the real reasons behind gsome of the
more unfathomable moves of the Reich.

Hitler, A@folph. Mein Eampf. Translated by Ralph Manheim,
Bostont Houghton f£1lin Co., 1943,

Msin Kampf is Hitlerfa satanic Bible filled with
hatred and blood. That such & man could go so far in
realizging hie ambitions with the help of millions of
willing tocls is almost beyond human comprshension.
The book is poorly written and lacks scmpletely in
documentation, Its only usefulness is in gaining &n
insgight Into the mind of & man who at one time
controdled almost all of Eurocpe.

Kesselring, Albrecht. Kesselring, A 3oldier's Record.
Translated by Lynton Hudson, New L0TK: Willliam
Horrow and Co., 1954.

The autobliography of one of Hitler's Luftwalfe
commanders and later commander of the Italian front,
It 18 2 seemingly sincere book by 8 man who placsd the
tagk of fighting the bastile higher than his own moral
convictions, The book gives Insights into problenms
faced by the miliftary during the verious csmpaigns,
Kesselring's reflections, not always backed by evidence,
tend to detract from the book's over-all value.

Manstein, Erich von. Lost Victorles. Edlted and trenslated
bgg%mﬁhanv G. Powell, Uhlcago: Henry Regnrery Company,
1 .

One of Hitler's brillliant young tank leeders has
produced one of the better memoirs by the German
genersls, It relates some of the (Jermen mistakes in
the war that migbt have baen converted into vietories.
Manstein uses sound judgment and tries to be objective,

Papen, Frens von, Memoirs. Translated by Brian Connell.
Wew York: E,. P, Dutton & Co,, 1953,

These Memoirs appesr to have good balance and are
of velus. They are written by the German Nationallist
Lesder who helped enginewr Hitler'z esssumption of power
and was later appointed aembsssador t o Vienna and Ankars,
He was very effectlve 1In keeping Turkey neutral while
at Anksra,
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Raeder, Erich von. §% Life. Translated by Henry W. Drexel.
Annapolis: UnIfed States Waval Institute, 1980.

The sutoblography of Hitler's Grand Admiral
advises against attacking England and against attempt-
ing to invade Englend after the fall of France. tHe
was also opposed to the invesion of Rusasls. Ths book
is very revealing in bis character. Raeder's bouk
sets forth some wvery strong eoncepts on the importance
of s8es8 power.

Schacht, Hjalmar Horace Greeley. Qonreasiana of "The Cld
Wizard®:; The Autoblograph ALimar HOPace LIroeLey
E@Eaaﬁt. Prandlated by ana & Pyke, poston: Houghton
HITFIIn Cowmpany, 1856,

Hitler's Hinister of Fconomles from 1934 to 1937
is the suthor of this book. He is given much of the
eredit for (Germany's economic recovery during this
perled, snd was instrumental in bringing the Danublan
countries into a closer economic relationship with the
Reich.

Warlimont, Walter., Inside Hitler's Head
Translated by R, He Barry., nNew ¢
Praeger, 1964,

The author was Deputy Chief of the Armed Forces
Stalf under General Jedl. %Yhe work is an exsellent
study of the relationships between liitler, the suborde
inate commands, and the relationshlp of O.X.W. to
QaK;Hc:

aarters, 19&%*1@45.

W@iasgsk@r, Ernst von., Hemoirs of Ernst von Welzshcker.
Translated by John Andrews. Chlesgo: Henry Regnery
Company, 1951. '

4 leading member of Hitler's diplomatle corps,
often at odds with Hitler, writes about the Relonhts
over~all diplomatic strategy (or lack of it). The
memelrs are quite valusble in gaining insights into
various segments of Hitler's Third Relch, but in
certain instances Welszsalker glorifies his own "orystal
ball gazing.”
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Unpubllshed Katerlal

Halder, Generalobersat Franz. M"The Priveate War Journal of
Gensraloberst Franz Halder {(Chief of the (eneral Starff
of the Supreme Command of the Cerman Army, 1939-1942)."
Released by the Office of the Chief Historian, Head-
gquarters Xuropean Command: United 3tates Army, 1950,
vols. I-VIII« (Mimeographed,)

This Jjournal 1s the chlef primary source for the
thesiz., Halder receords the milifary events as they
happen in & dey by day ssecount. The work also contains
personal opinlons on grand strategy and the over-all
ceonduct of the war as sadded features.

fenseral Works

Anders, Wladyslaw, Hitler's Dafsat in Russis. Chicepo:

Henry Regnery Uompany, Lobas

Hitlert's strategy, or lack of it, Anders contends,
led to the defeat of the Cermsns in the Steppes of
Russia, The book alsc discusses training, tactical
leadership qualities, misuse of air fleets, and supply
difficulties, This 1s a good book for sn insight into
the (German campalign in Russia.

Rartz, Karl, Swestlke in the Alr. London: Willlswm Ximber,
3‘9&5‘ R < A NIRRT NG M NI b,

A highly revealing book on the Cerman Alr FPorce
and its problems, many of which were caused by poor
leadership. The book covers & wide range of useful
material but it lacks documsntation.

Black, C+ E., and Helmreich, B. C: Twentieth Century Turope.
New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 19BZ,
This 1s a good gsneral history for background
materisal,

Blumentritt, Suenther. Ven Rundstedt, The 30ldisr and the
¥an. Translated by Cuthbert Heavely.
Tondons Odhams ?rew Limited, 1952,
An appralsal of von Rundetedt by his Chilsf of
8taflff which glives ineights into the human side of the
general as well as an account of the part played by him
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in the campaigne of the Second World War. The over-all
value of the book 18 partislly destroyed by the "herc
worship® the author diaplays throughout the book,

Erandt, Karl. HManagement of Agriculture snd Food in the
german-0Ocoupled and OLher Are&s ©Of OPtress EUrCDPG.
In ecllaboration with: Otte Schilier and Prent
Anlgrismm. Stanford, Celif.: Stanford Univeraity Press,
1953,

Tols publication goes into the menagement of agri-
oulture and food in Hitlert's dominated REurope in
meticulous detail, It i not well written and is
difficult to read, but serves itz intended purpose.

Pullock, Allen. Hitler, 4 Stud

in %gr&ﬂnzﬁ Hew York:
Kearper & Brothers, 1958, '
This excellent book on Adolph Hitler was written
earliler and is not &8 complisie a8 Zhirer's but it iz a
mugt for all historians of the perilod.

Churchill, Winston §. The Grand Alllance., Boston: Houghton

MiTflin Co, 1950, “
This i3 part of & series by the British prime

minister on the Becond Werld War. The book glves
insights into Pritish cover-all strategy from Jenuary,
1941 through Deesmber, L1841, when Britaln's hack was,
$0 to speak, agsainet the wall. The book is wsll
written and eentsins an extensive appendix covering the
prime ministers personal minutes, telegrams, and
personal Directives during the periocd.

Clark, Alan, PBarbarcsga, The Ruaslan~German Conflict 1941-
1945, Wew Jork: willTla@m Worrow and Gompany, L9005,
' As a gensral reference on this phase of World War
II this book is unsurpassed,

Craig, ﬁﬁrdaﬁ‘ﬁ. The Polities of the Prussian Army 1640-1948.
Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1855,

Dietrich, Otte. Hitler. Chicage: Henry Regnery Co., 1955,
Dietrich, the Relch's press chief, argues that

Hitlerism was not merely the crsation of & certain
pelitieal situation, but was the reflection of & moral
and spiritual emptiness, He tends to ecencluds that
Hitler deliberstely trampled on the feelings of
bumanity and thls was the chlefl resason for his downfall.
The book is useful for sn insight Into Hitler but it 1is
not & good reference work.
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ﬁgazalggadia Apsricana, HNew York: Arsricane Corporsation,
' AT & ﬁ. K o

9th ed., Chisego; Enoyelepaedis

Chicagos

Puller, J, Fu. C. A Military Hiatery of the Western World,
Hew York: Funk &8N0 WARHGLLE CDes LODOG. V¥OLs Lile
Fuller covers the prind from the Beven Days BHattle,
1862, to the battle of Leyte Oull, 1944, in volume
thres, 1t is an excellent book on militery msneuvers,
gaine snd losses, and also coversg Lhe diplomatic sidew~
lights brlefly.

garthoelf, Raoymond L. Seviet Nilitery Doctrine. Glencos, Ill.:
the Pree Pruss, 1955, T 3
The book is eclear and conelse, but asome of the

Tacgts used are quesbionable as to goCUPrACY.

Ooerlitz, Walter, History of the Cerman Gsneral Staflf,

How York: Fredric A, Froeger, ibO., 198G,

& history btrecing the UOerman Gensral 8tafl and
more spesceiflcally Germen Generaiship baek te the time
of the srmiss of the Grest Llesctor. Nearly one half
of the book deals with the Second World VWar and its
prelude., The bLook ls very well writien and is & must
Tor all "western” military hlstorians. Although foot-
gﬁtaa are lscking, Goerlitz's work sbounds in undsrliving
BoLS

Hart, B. He Liddell., The Jermen Geperals Talk. New York:

William Morrow & GOw, Te
A study of the CGerman gensrals ineluding thelr

socounta and opinlons of sirateglic mistakes and teofe
isal errors whish proves generals had little Iinfluvence
over the "war Lord® even though they had the unfertunate
effsct of postponing his downfell. In mosat cages the
individual seems %o be rather cbjective in his anewers,
whioh contributed greatly to the book's over-sll velus.

Heokstall~Szmith, and Baille~Orehman. Greek Tragedy 194l.
¥ew York: %, W, Horten & Co,, Inc., 1961,
The book soncerns liselfl ahinfiy with econemle
matters and claims that Oroecs was & viotim of world
circumstances and had to pay the price.
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Hilger, OQustav, and Meyer, Alfred: The Inoompatible Al%i@a,
§ éermanw&aviﬁh Pelatione 1918~1841." He T
¥aomillian Ce., 18853,

Hilger was the aeoond counselor of the German
embassy in Hosocow and was very close to ths negotistione
between the two powers, He desaribes the increasing
tengion betwsen the two couniries after the rise of
Hitler as well &2 the chanpging situationsa snd ervors of
Judgwent on both sides. The bosk is very interssting
snd s a ypeed anthoritive sccount of the period ¥
guestisn,.

Jackson, W, 0. B. Seven Roads ba Hopoow. Hew Yorkg
Philosophical Libral -

*he book triss o draw p@r&i&ﬁig be tween seven
different attempted conguests of Mosoow. While the
suthor makes the readpr thiok, he scems often to band
hisg Laots Lo {it his &?gﬁﬁ@ﬁﬁa

Esndrew, W, O, CUlimabs of ithe Cpntinents. Oxfords (lesrenden
Z%’?@%@ (3 &%@y &

les, Asber. The Cerman &ir Fores. KNaw York: Harper &

Brothers, L0406
lee gives an sppralssl of the Lultwsife during

the Sscond World War, The faet that {t was pube
lished scon after the war snded detracts much Crom
the bosk. Over-all deotail is algo lssking. lHowaver,
it gleez insights futo the gensral problems feced by
the Luftwaffe, such as shorbages end strategic move-
ments of plapes and persevonel.

Lewisi, Cleens,. Hagi Rursps and ¥erld ?r&ﬁ@, Assisted b
John €, W iand, Wwesnington: G088 Sroskings 4

aﬂﬁ%*ﬁuﬁi@n 1&&1;

Fhe u@ﬁk wng written &t the wrong time to be of
resl walue, thersfore it was used only aparingly.

fumkace, Jobn A. The Great Powers & Eastern Burspe. New
Yorks #mmr%@? Book Coa, w§§$§ﬁ
The book iz & meticsulously detailed wmooount of
Eastern Surepe between the ¥Yers end shortly thereafter,
It contains much ugeful meterial but the work appears
£ be bissed sxpecielly in faver of Munpgery and Bulgaris.
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¥ueller-i#illebrand., Das Heor 1933-1948, Dermstadt:

Tne growth of the German asrmy undsr Hitler up
through June 28, 1941, i3 the mein content of the book.
Chartes make up & good share of the book. The cherts
include the drafting of divisions, the strengtn of sach
type of division, and the deployment of the divisions
for easch of the campaligns.

Raush, Georg von. A History of Soviet Russis. Wew York:

rrederick A. Praeger, 1857,
Rauech presents & good caroncelozical outline of

Russla's history since 1917. The author takes the
position that Russiats history 12 by no means pra-
determined. The book 1s written with zood objsetivity.
Diplomacy of the Soviet tnlon betwesn 1917 and 19582
is covered, but general.

Reltlinger, Gersld., The House Bullt on Sandy The Confliets
of German Pollcy 1n Russia, Lo+ 1945
ﬁTking ?”ess, 1980,

$g werk clsims the coften brutal occcupation ef
wgﬁterm Russlia by ths Ceramans wss not really the cause
of the partisen warfars behingd the lines. It was the
result of the "seels of the battlefield,"™ and the
"Russian state of mind™ which knew thet it weas only a
natter of time before they bescame & part of Bussia
agein. Eeitling@r gives good evidence to support his
centention

Rosai, A, The ﬁasse~&@rman Alliance, 1939-1941, London:
Chapman & Hall, LooU.

The author contends Russia was doling everything
in her power to aveld war with Germany from 1839 teo
1941, and only the Germean Iinvasion ferced her to join
the western democracises. The facts are often twisted
te fit the authors peoint of vlew.

Shirer, William L, The Rise and Fall of the Third Relch.

Hew York: 8imon and Schuster, 19B0.
iz book czovers all phases of the Hitlerisn

period including the fateful declsions sscretly made,
the intrigues, the ireschery, the motives which led up
to them, the principal aetors bhehind the scenes and the
extent of the terror they exercised and thelr tschnlques
of organizing it, &8 well as the bare, exclting and
revolting svents Tamlllar to most contemporary historle-
ans, In addition, the book has excellent documentation.
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Stavrianos, L, S. The Balkans 8ince 1483, New York:
Rinashart & Co., Ine., 1964,
This 13 a good general history of the PRelkans,
however at times it 1s posaibly too general.

Taylor, Telfcrd. The Marech of Conquest. New York: Simon
snd Schuster, LBo8.

Hitlerts inptebility, the gencrals! lack of vision
and eruclal flaws in ths basie structure of the Third
Relch stalled the Cerman milltary machine at the peak
of 1ts power and prestige, so says the author. He
then does an excellent job of proving it. However, one
has the fesling at times that hie arguments are tuoo
pat. The book is well documented and very easy to
read, It contains German military ranks and renk lists
in the appendix.

. Bword and Bwastika. ¥ew York: Simon and Schuaster,
1552,

The book covers the alliance of the Cerman military
lesaders with those of the Waszl teotalitarianiss. This,
8o the author contsnds, sealed the fate of Cermeny and
cazt the die for war. The bosk ends with the conguest
of Polind«~when collsboration for the cenfliect was
first sstablished bebtween the archalic professiocnpl
warriors and the stavistlic demagopuss, adventurers, mis-
fite, snd thugs, Taylor oflers good insights into the
offiesr corps and the early growth yeers of the Third
Releh.

Fippalskirch, RKurt von, Geschiechlte Des Zweiten Welltkrlegs.,
Bonn: Athenaum Verlag, 1908, '

Tale L8 a good general history of World War II
from the German point of view. The author triss to be
as objective a® pusszible and In most cases succseds,
but as in the casa of other Jerman generals, he tends
to blame the Fuehrer for Germany's defeat In the war,

Werth, Alexzander, ERussle 8t War 1941-1945. New York;

Ee Po Dutton & Uey, Inel, 19845

An sxcellent genersl reference contalnling parts
of many useful documents pertalning to diplomacy and
the prepsrations for baettle during the perlod, #hile
the book 1s made more interestlng by close-~ups of the
personalities involved, this might he slightly over-
done.
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Whesler-Rennett, John W. The Nemesls of Powsr, The Jerman

Arm§ in Pollitics 191B-Tu%B., Wew York: St, Martins,

>

¥hesler-Rennett offers an explanation of how the
Cermen Army survived the defeat of 1918, and how it
then procesded Lo dominate the politicel llfe ol the
German Republic. He alse sttempts to explain the
responslbllity of the srmy for bringing the Waszis to
powsy and, after tolerating the infamiss of the regime,
becomling the nemesisz of this action. Ha ends with a
warning for the future., His arguments are powerful.
The book 1s well written and well documented.

Wilmot, Chester. The Struggle for Burope, New York: Harper
& Brothers, 1LBLE.

Aleng with covering the war, the book attempts to
peint out how militery victory was turned into politie-
cal defeat for the western Allles. Wilmot cleims Yalta
was $talints grestest victory. The book doss not ho
beyond the war, btut it glves food for thought.
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