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INTRODUCTION

This study does mot purport to be more then & modest
attempt to an&eratgaﬁ Qnﬂ explain the extent of the modification
of Plains Indian culture due to the horass-complex.

It has led the writer to examine, albeit vicariously:
the Spanish-Indian mission 1ife of ithe Bouthwest; the struggls
for the Indian trade and s¢cpmpsnying mesbinations of Frensh,
Spanieh, Bnglish, and Americans, interwoven with teles of in-
cessant Indian reids for slaves and horses; the relentless
southward drive of the Apeche by the Comanche; the Uto-Aztekan
trade chain to the far Horthwest; and the asctivities and ob-
servations of explarers, missiconaries, and cibolergs in the
Miesouri HRiver couniry. |

In additien t¢ gathering supporting historical data (%o
establiah dates and centers of ths diffusion]), it was necessary
to scrutinize archeslogical and proto-historical evidences as
well. They inolude the Nebraska snd Case Grande diggings, the
Mandan artifacts, the evidence in the Great Lakeg region, Iows,
and the Southwest.

It was necessary to weigh various hypotheses of east-
wost migrations by Plains tridbes previocus to the coming of the
horee, of south-north drifting by Caddosn pecples, of north-
south Athapascan movemenis, and of more recent gscgraphical
and socio~economi¢ shiftings by Plains border trides.

Borrowing the horse-complex resulted im drastic cultural

re-aligoments in many instences. A c¢areful analysis can be
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made only through the reading of: tribel asnd individual
studies; quantitetive data sueh as populatien figures; wvarious
gensral snthropelogical desoriptions which show changes in
tribal and band organization; the hunting patiern; ete.

4 culturclogieal analysis of the predblem may be finaelly
arrived at by an eeleetic approach, it would appesr %o this
writer, One does not wisk to be unduly swayed by previous
conclusions, 80 only through broad readiag in the fields of
ipdian snthrepology end history may one safely formulate an

interpretation.



CEAPTER 1
DIFFUSION AND ACCULTURATION

In diffusion we are intersasted in the movement of a

~stra§t or & @aﬂ@iﬂi em&r 8 ngen region at 8 given time. In

o aaculturation we are aanearnad with the reception of m particu-

w;lgr trgik erﬂﬁﬂﬂlﬂx in a given eulture in this area.} Thus
Baines in ?is artielei *The Northward Spread of Horses among
the Plgins Inﬁiunm,“ deals with the 4diffusion of the horse~

| complex Shroughout the Flains. In Opler's "The Southern Uts

| orf éeluraaa,' the nftoat‘ﬁr the complex on the whole sulture
of o given tride is studied.

; | Aceulturation mey be defined im another way. Balph
Linten guotes ths sud-committee on Acculturation appointed dy
the Social Science Hesearch Council im 19385. The definitien
set forth was the following:

"Aseulturation comprehends those phenomens which result
when groups of individuals heving different cultures come into
continucus tiraiwnaud epntaat, with subsequent changes in the
¢riginal oulture patterns of either or both groups. Under this
definition, scoulturasion is %o be distinguished from gulture

shenge, of which 1t 13 but one aspeet, end agaimilation, which is
st %times & phase of acculturation. It is also to be differentia-
ted from dirfusion, which, while eseuring in all instences of ac-
sulturation, is not only & phenomena (sic) whioh frequently takes

1 Betty J. Meggers, "Hecemt Trends in American Ethnology,"
Anarie&n Anthropologiet, 48, 1948, pp. 188-189.
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place without the occurrence of the typeg of contact between
peoples speeified in the definition above, but also constitutes
only one aspect of the process of aaaulturatian.wl

He points out thet "cultures are adaptive mechanisms"
desigted to meet the needs of 2 sosietal granygﬁywhﬂn there
are inadequate adaptations, these are reflscied on the indi-
viduel , who expresses his dissatisfactions by furthering soccial
change.

A potent example of the revolutionary effects which
follew lack of sdequate adjustment to new conditions is that of
the Pl&iﬁﬂ$:ﬁai%£i The disappearance of the bison inevitably
@pﬁééueédtIf&éébpiﬂqﬁuauiéural disintegration fmllagrﬂ by &

. poriad of ywadgusﬁmoat o meet the new eanﬁit&an&.

Aaéniturnﬁian stu&y is based on an analysis of deter-
minants. ORe must inguire rurther a8 to the partiecular situa-
tion under which phenomena eare present, and limit the field to
those phenomena which seem to have resulted from the particuler
situation.

At the risk of being lsbslled a narrow partiocularist,

i RalthLinten, "Aeoulturation and the Process of Culture
Change,™ p. 467, ¢ited by Ralph Linten, ed,, Acoulturation in
Seven, smsrican Indias Tribes, (New York: D. sppleton-Century
Compeny, Inc., .

B Ipia., p. 486.
3 Ibid., p. 487.
% Ibid., p. 48%.
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we should like to defend the scientific validity of an enthro-
rologiecal acculturation study which involves a changing sub-
sistence economy. Yarying environmental ed justments such as
8 shift from sedentary sgriculturalism to & nomadic life
necessarily affects the whole social structure. There is,
after all, a dirsct relationship of foodways, of planting,
hunting, transporting, and eating of foed to other basic
culture aamﬁlaxaa.x

3ince fooud-getiing is & major necessity, it fellews thet
it will sssume much social value, manifested by symbolie
rituals, etc., and that it will achieve complex integration
with every other aspect of the enitura.2 In larger groups, the
seoking of food bepomes an extra-individual funetion., Organized
action cccuras in order to provide adequate nourishment for all
members of ithe spoiety. This is accomplished through a division
of laber.z

The adoption of the horae by Plains tribes led to ma jor
social tranaformations; the band organization was formelized,
there were extensive sporadic or seasonal, and even permanent,
migrations, there wéa an abandonment of agriculture by many
groups, and predatory aﬁd ecompetitive habits resulted in con-

tinual warfare.

i John W. Benmett, "An Interpretation of the Scope and
Implications of Soclal 3cientific Resesarch in Human Subsistence,”
Ameriecan anthropologist, 48, 19486, p. 85855,

2 1pid., p. 555.

3 1dem.
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In this study of the hnrsa—aﬁ@piéx, we were led to do
considerable reading on the bison hunt. The acquisition of the
horse made possible mush greater use of bison meat and by-
products for tribal and trade activity. The horse became an
integral part of the economy, Horses provided the Indien with
the tecshnological means of inereesing the mobility of laber,
and transporting of the food supply allowed population concen~
tration. Therefore, the soclial ergenization deesme more
complex, inter-tribal mobllity and communication increased
{hastening the diffusion process, as in the case of the Sun

dance, e.g.},l'rapialy transforming social values.

A DESCRIPTION OF THE GREAT PLAINS
A. Geographiesnl Desoription: The High Plains extend
from Tezas to Nebraska and are flanked by the Prairis Plains on

the 2ast and the arid mountein Pleins on the west. Together,
these three areas constitute the Great Plains of the United
States.® The area is in the main level, timherless, &nd semi.
arid. The olimate is typically continental, with extremes of
tenpsrature. Few gireams are found becsuse of scanty rainfall.

The vegetation is charscteristically scrubdby. The few trees which

1 ; :
Rolend B. Dixon, The Buildigg of Cultures, (New York:
Cherles Scribner's Sans,'lﬁﬁﬁ), «+sthe spread...was due in

part, at lesat, to sctual migration rather than normal continuous
diffusion.” (p. 167)

£ Walter Prescott Webb, The Great Plains, (New York:
Hougb ton, Miffiin Company, 19563, p. 8.
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grow in the area are found growing on the river banks, while
the native prairie grass provides short, feiriy good grazing
pasturage %o livestosk. Except in Yﬁllawgﬁ:no Park, the area
is lacking in soulptural atam.l’ |

B. Tribes: The sulture srea includes werginal regions
es well a3 the gentral Plains area becmse certain tribes from
those regions became &maﬁ Plains trides, or at least Had
radically mndifiti‘xruata; instead of almﬁat‘whaiiy depending
on seeds and reots, some Great Basin tribes took %o the Plains
and became real buffslo-hunters. Sueh Uto-sztekans ss the Ute
and the Comanche Peceme the most spectacular of all Plsins
tribes.?

Then, 0o, the eastern Sicuans and Caddoans became
less agricultural with ﬁh@ coming of the horae, Eaeh year aﬁter
narvestiné their maize ard sqguaah arops, they left for their
winter hunting grounds farther west, “whiy aian&éﬁs& their
pottery for the mare quickly rfashioned containers made from
burralo products. Some of the tribes adbandoned their permanent
villages altegether, takimg thelr belongings and moving into the
Pleine with their newly~adepted tipis snd horses. However,

| 1 Barry Helbert Turney-High, Qeusral Anthropology,
(Mizzoula, Momtana: Montana State my‘mﬁ""ﬂ, %31, p. 189.

2 webb, op. cit., p. 65.



geveral Siouan sub-groups of the sagtern border area were
sedentary, quasi-agricultural, in their way of life,

C. Food: The staple food was bison meat, dried,
pulverized, and stored ("pemmicanv).}

D. Transpertation: Dogs, and later horses {from

ebout 1785}, were very important to the nomsdic trides, They
were hitéhed to the travels, an inverted "V“-ghaped contri-
veance, often fashioned of tipi p@iasag Water transportation
was also important %o sueh tribes as the Mendan and Hidatss,
who navigated the Missouri im "bull-boats.” Fresh mest or
wood might be hauled, or the family, the dogs riding or swim-
ming along behind,®

E. Dress: Materials used wers of soft tanned buffalo
or deer skin. Men always wore the breech slaut,* never donned

5

war bonnet headdresses unless they had earned them. Women

rarely wore hegd coverings of eny k;nﬁ.e Both sexes wore

i Tarsey~-High, ep. ocit., p. 189.

£ 1dem.

3 G3ilbert L, Wilaon, "The Horse and the Dog in Hidatasa
Culture,” §;§§§aan Asthro¥§16ﬁ§st, 15, 1%24, pgé 209-210.
War parties a%ef n v Sgouri in ll-hoets, abandoned
them, and rode atolen horses back bome. (Footnote, p. 2885)

‘ an“aish’ 221 c‘it‘, P 1;»890

5‘?radoriak H. Douglas, "Plains Indien Clothing,” Denver
Art Musesum, Depariment of Indian Art Leaflets, No. 24, 19487
Use of ®the war bornet reached 1%ts Tull development only after
the acquisition of the horee. The beginning of thia development
was about 1800. (p. 2)

® tvid., p. 3.
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leggings and robes in vold weather. Moecasins of northern

Plains Indisns were frequently seft-scled, but the type
generally worn throughout the Plains was the hard-scled typa;g
Beaded decorations are characteristic of nerthern tribes, while

zouthern groups used much leather-~frings trﬁuningﬂa Btylized
geometric deaign and semi~-poncho-eut gsrments show textile~
making Mexican influence smeng the sputhern trikan,* while
realistio art is found among the eentral and morthern Plains
Indians.d The latter ulso adopted more quickly the true-slesved
.garment, which apparently has always been found ssong she

K‘kiﬂﬁ‘o‘

1 ;bid», Pe B

2 clark Wiaalar, "Plains Costume,” t%rﬁpelxgsggl Papers,
1@5& mam of llﬁmﬂ History, XVII, + Do

8 Douglas, op. cit., p. 1.

4 tinclnr;‘%ﬁh git., p. 88. Or see Wizsler, *Costumes
of She Plains Indi 7. asi, cite& by As L. Kroeber and

T. 7. Watsrman, 8 Book 1n , (Berkesley:
University of c.?f?%ﬁsxi Press, ' eharaneeriattc
style of the garments was nuggaattd »y the matural comtours
of the materials which were used. "The genersl concept was

probably the result of diffusion from the textile ponchos of the
south to the skin~wearers,”

5 Douglas, op. ¢it., p, 1.
¢ Wissler, gpp. eit., p. 84,



¥, Shelter: The Plains area is theé region of the
tipi,l a conically-shaped skin tent supported by spreading

pales,E The earth lodge of the esatern iribes was the finest

in the world, and with proper care would last a ganarationeﬁ

The western Plateau iridbes lived in brush or mat ahelzars.§

G. Tools snd Utensils: Agricultural peoples char-

acteristically have pottery,® Fringe tribes, such as the Pawnee

end Mandan, used earthenware utensils, while more migratory

tribes made receptacles of burlffalo bledders end hide primarily.ﬁ

1 | , »
ﬁa&gl&a *The Plains Indies Tipl," Denver Art %gaagg
¥ = 2

Department of Indian Ar$ %&ag;sts, 19, l@&l Ps L.  Tipl 11
ouan &Qti?& on: "availing" and "pi¥ means
"for® (idewm.).

£ turney-High, op. cit., p. 189,
3 Douglas, “Plains Indian Earth Lodge," Deéenver irt

‘%§so sparimen t Indisn Art &% glntag 20, TUSY, p. I.

eyﬁ&éﬁf%@ﬁ?ﬁ' gg,»,,, lgdge in the eig teeﬁth aeﬁtury ot
other permanently eastarn~baraar tribes kept it until fifty
years ago.

4 Harringtomn, gp. cit., p. 6.

5 4. J. Spinden, "The Origin and Distribution of Pottery
in America,” pp. 283, 255, cited by A. L. Kroeber, st. al.,
op. eit.

é ,
- Dougles, "The Buffalo amd the Indian,™ Denver Art
Muesum, Dggnrgggﬁt of Indian Art Leaflets, ?,’lﬁxﬁ;ﬁéﬁ.“2~8.




CHAPTER I
MIGRATION OF TRIBES

ALGONQUIAN

The Algonquimn~speaking tridbes which became Plains
Indians, sdapting themselves to a somadip Wuffalo-hunting econc-
My, left the northeastern Weodlands area. The Blackfoot and the
Atsina (Gros Ventre, an offshoot of the Amﬁ@) 1ived together
inicnunaa& xhereas the Arapéha lef's the Black Hills, Soush
Bakotap moved out imto the Plains of Montama and Wyoming, then
south inte Colorado. Amother Algonquian tribe, the Cheyenns,
came to the Cheyenne River, South Dskotia, where they beszame
friendly with ithe Arapeho, then went on west to the Missouri
River by 1675, and eventually to Celerado. They first sulti-
vated the indigencus ereps--~gorn, beans, and squash. They am
not become %rue Plains Indians until about 1860,% The alliance
of the Cheyenne and the Arspah¢ was ngt the ofily evidence of
social intercourss whieh existed. The Sun Jances of the two
tribes had atriking similerities.”. MoreGver, Shé Bum danse sor-
relationa point sut migratory anwwamnta o2 the ‘tribes, aince it
is believed that the Wind River Shoshoni lﬁﬁ ‘shie Gte r-ctivna
their Sun dances in contast wiih the Cheysnne arltht g{apaha

es they migrated aauthlara,a

1 Glark Wissler, Indiems (35 ihe Unlted gtates, (New York:
Beublaéay. Doran, and Compeny, 1940), P AB: pendix X.

!urraut Gl&maatc, "Plains Indian %ribal Correletions
wizh Sun Danos Dete,* éggxgﬁun Anthropo} g%, 38, 1931, pp. 285~
226. '

3 Idem, 4lmo ¢f. BE. A, Hoebel K "Sun Dance of Hekendike
Shoshone ‘"Iﬁsriﬁanlﬁ@thr@p@lqg;ata 55 1935, p. 580.
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Shortly sfter the Cree and 0 jidway tridbes migrated to
the Plains, they yagnieq bOTses--then procured gunsl from the
Hudson's Pay Company, alter which they made reids inte the
Rookien.®

~ KIOWAR
UTQ - AZTEKAN

In the seventesnth century, the Kiowa were west of the
Blegk Hills, the Shoshonl %o the wess of them, and the
Comanche 0 the seuth ef them.® By the eightesntd century,
the Kiowa were between Denver end Amarillo, the Jomanele
southeast of Amarilile, and the Shoshonl stayed Tarther north.
These three tribss formed s line from Montana %o Mexico,
carrying on horss-trading with other tribes. They formed a
strong allisnde, were exeellent horsemen snd well able to de-
fend themselves. The total population was arsund 12,000.%

SIOUAN
The Hidatse® went from Devil's Leke, Bouth Dskota,

A Jehn R, Swanton and Rolend B. m:ma "Primitive
American History,” American snthropologist, 16, 1914, state that
the Assiniboine, a northern kata {same speech
and culturse) sepanrasted frem the Yanktonai in order to sffect
an allianmce with the Cree who had obtained Hudson Bay Company
fireerms. {(p., 388

2 llaaléi; op. eit., p. 100,

? pig., p. 222,
4 Jdem.
8 Hidates and Atsina are bosh dssignated "Gros Ventrs.”

However, the latter are more freguently called by this de-
soriptive Preneh title ("Big Belly").
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southwest to the Missouri River &t the Heart River, where the
Manden then lived. Part of the tribe moved out to the Plains,
above the upper Missouri River, and were called the Gra!.l
The Mamdan came from the Ohio Valley in the fifteenth

2 They were seen at their

3

gentury, stopped at the Heart River,
present site in 1758 by the French trader, Verendryes.

Swanton writes thet the first time the Dakole were seen
by whites they ranged from Mille Laes to the mouth of the
Minnesota. They were later pushed westward, about l&03,4 Yo
the states named for them by the gun-carrying Qki@yewa.ﬁ

He traces the northern Algonquien to the area between
the Ottawa River and Georgiem Bay, the Cheyenne to the

6

Minnesota, &and the Arapeahe and itsina to the Red Biver,?

1 swenton, op. cit., p. 387.

2 G, ¥, Will end H. J. syinﬁan, *The Mandans,” Papers of
the Peabody Museum of &mariegn Archeology and Ethnalagx,
Harvard ﬁ'ﬁ%vcr‘ alty, Vol. 111, No. €, 1 §,”p. 9B.

3 rbia., p. o6,

& Clark wisalor, “Plains Indian Population,® Yale
Apnthroplogical Studies, 1, 1936, p. 18. Cf. J. Owen TiGFsmey,
“ﬁigr&gian» of Bisuan Triﬁaa,“ The Aimericen uaﬁura%is%, XX,

No, 3, Meroh, 1888, p. 215. In 1768, the Dakota & assiniboine

wers near ﬂmtqn Bay, Wisconsin. There were migrations by the
Siouan tribes provio&s to 167%0.

s Swanton, gp. eit., p. 387,

6 Ivid., p. 394.
7 Ipia., p. 396.
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CADDOAN
The Wichita were first seen on the Arkansas in the late
eighteenth~early nineteenth centuries, but they were expelled
by tribes %0 the north and %o the esst, 50 that they drifted
to the southwest, first %o seitle on the North Canadian River,

finelly to retreat to the Wichita E@uﬁt&ins.l

L 1pia., p. 397.



CHAPTER I1I
PRE~-HORSE CULTURE

THE BUFFALO HUNT
The Torebsarg of the typical Flainsg tribes hunted
buffalo on foot, ef course in a much mors limited fashion,i
Even with the aid of the horse, the strength of a man could not
compere te the strength of the bimn.® How much more at a dis~

advaptage the puny pedestrian huanter muﬂs.méva found himself!

Before he hunted ‘with sua ana horse, the Indisn was
likely %o empley ons of the following methods in getting
buffale: (1) a sxuuy drove them xnﬁa earraza aﬁﬁ than,killed

them; (2) & h&xﬁ was mz-mms& uith yrairin f’irn? *&hsn wes

ssiiy attaakaa, (5} the buffalﬁ hcxﬁ vas cnetrnlad by a great

AR R o

AI.AM S
e

nnmber af haaterﬁ; (4} thsy were killad by huntara an aﬁawshoas

as ahvy fl@uadwraﬁ in drifts,‘(ﬁi fr@&h gxaaaoau t&v @ppcaite k
bank of a river wes exposed 1n the aarly spring by lighving a
fire to melt ofl ice and snaw~-thca tho rxvnr ige. uculﬂ Break
oIf in ohunks under the weight of the hungry burrala whereupon
they could be tasily killed by the ﬁuntara runaing out on these

K"‘;

1 M. R. Harrington, "Indians of the Plains," Southwest
Museum Leaflets, No. 15, iﬁiﬁ, p. B. ' -

2 Robert M. Denharﬁt e Horse of the imericas,
{(Normen: University of leaaana Tess, s P .

S loren C, Riseley, "The Fire-Drive and Extination of
Fauns,” anrie%ﬁ 3 h,a,sﬂaglst 48, 1946, p. 7. a reference
to the wse ¢ Re rire-garroufid by prehistﬁrke and more recent
tribes. "The fire~drive waa a basic bunting practice
modern Indiens.....this method employed...did not lead to its
discppearence in spite of vast kills.” ({(p. 58
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ice ankaszl {§) herds were either driven over a eliff, or led

over by an Indien dispuised ss a bnrralass

GARDENS AND LODGES
Since the tribes were obliged to wait for the appear-
ance of 2 bduffale herd in their wvicinity, undoudtedly they

maat have subsisted to a sruator dusrt* on rubbita aaﬁtlmyaa,

earhfltl&n wcra onxtﬁﬁllx;nﬁliixa!!éw Tﬁﬂy li*@ﬁ 1h_gﬁrﬁﬁﬁﬁnt
P
dwellings, sush as the brush shel ter on the west fringe and

the asrih and dbark lodge on the ca:tﬁ*
such as the Algonquian, lived im bark wigwams and a&htiatod on

e

The northeastern trides,

small snn#, wiléd rxcp. eto.; bafore thay tqak to tht Plniuug

e

THE GREAT PAWNER IN 1800
Caddoans practised agrioulture, raising maize and
tabaoﬁegﬁ They made excsllent pottery, and lived in rectangular

1 yrederick H. Douglas, "The Buffalo and the Imdian,"
Denver art Museum leaflet, No. 7, 1930.

C éauﬁ See um Walter MoClinteck, "The Blackfoot
Boazgr Bouthvest Museum Leaflets, "pt. I, No. 2, 1935,
P »

s Harrington, op. eit., p. 2.

¢ 1via., p. 3.

5 4, C. Haddon, The Wanderings of Pegples, (Cambridge:
Combridge Oniversity Prees, IULET or W8, -

S, .
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earth lodges., There is evidence of a general culiural decline,
"at lsast insofar es the material oulture can be relied on...
the grest period...ceme about 1600 rather than...from 1700 -
1800 as indicated by Wissler,*t

MEXICAN INFLUERCES
Many evidences point %0 a movemeni of Indisns from
Horthern Mexico into the southern states. The desert province
pottery {Hobokem) of the Kensas-Nebrasks srea and the rec-
tangular esrth lodges of the former suggest early @@mnaati@ng.g
The eulture traits of suttee® and child saerifice® are Central
American phenamana,ﬁ but they wers praeticed among the Pawnee

until feirly recent times.®

g, p. 8trong, "The Plains Culture Aree in the Light of
Archeolegy," American Amthrepologlst, B6, 1633, p. 278,

2 Frank H., H. Reberts, "A Survey of Southwest Archeology,”
American anthrepolegiss, 37, 1935, p. 29.

3 Williem Christie MacLeod, "The Distrilution of Suttee
in North iAmerica," Amsricam Antbropologist, 33, 1951, p. 213,

% pether Pierre Jean de Smet, "QOregon Missions espd
Iravels over the Rooky "‘;fm‘?m” “‘pi“ﬁ"‘“ﬁ”*'t“‘ig@, mgm

1 wajten, od, %?u?v s in the Far Northwes §~1846
Vol. I1IX, 8&6‘*11 fﬁ eveland: The aArtour H, El&ré Tompany, T
1808}, pp. 303»3‘& for his desoription ef Ske Pawnee gacrtfieo
to the Morning Etar, related to him by & reliable éye-witness.

The victim was & young Sioux girl captive.
® MecLeed, op. oit., p. 214.

8 Shosheni end Comanche praoticed widow emoclation, also.
{MueLeod, %E‘ eit., p. B8l0) 4s lete es 1881 a Utah traveler,
Hemy, saw iLe .usder of a woman by her brother-in-law, Under
sororate-levirate regulation, the new widow belonged to him
{p. 2810). Ineidentally, double suttee wae practiced only among
the Natchex (p. 213).
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SUMMARY
Generalizing, we mey obssrve thait there wag an early
sast-west migratian,g&mglga#qnian gnﬁ.aiﬁuaﬂ.ysnplazg'n south-

ward drift of Plains Athapascans (Kiowa-Apache), and &
prohistoric northwerd movement of Caddemn tribes (notably the
Pawnes) from Mexico or Central imeriocs., There was a migration
to the Plains by ﬁarahr*rﬂgiaﬁ $ribes from o?arywéirae%ian in
' prote- and reaent blatoric times.



CHARPTER IV
PRE-EORSE CULTURE {(eont'd)

THE SOUTHERN UTR

The southern Ute offer an imteresting study im son-
trasting culture petterns before and after the sdvent of the
horse.

Previous %0 the horse sra, there was in the tribe ne -
politiesl cohesivensss,t Defensive warfare pecapionally /
represented the consplidation of several groups in & lo~
aalzsyag But the band 4id not exist as a "sharply delineated

3 There was no ownership of land and

politicsl strueture.®
the rigors of the husting economy led 30 e scattering of the

populasian»* There existed only & general fesling of eultural

similarity,®

The only time there was a gathering of the people into
a "osmp oirole” wae during the brief peried of the annual spring
featival at which the besr dance, gamhling, visiting, end

sourtship were sarried on. 8

A Marvin K. Opler, "The Southern Ute of Colorads,®
PP, 187-188, sited by Balph Linton, ed., op. oit.

£ 1vi4., p. 187.
S 1via., p. 128,
4 1v1a., p. 185,
S 1vid., p. 138,
6 Ibid., p. 138,



i8

The gonvade prastice of the Ute is one indlsation of a
transition from the matriarchal to the patrisrchal type of
family rakatiana&ipgl

There wers no communal hunts sexcept for speradic ante-
lops drives.® There was a scattering of consanguineous family
grmayaga Authority rested with older members of the ramilyg*
The services of the sheman were dirssted to familles, and were
paid for by them., ®

The chareeter of the life was peaceful, not yredniary.ﬁ

Limited trade wes osrried on with Pueble tribes, with whom they
exchanged meat and hides for corn, beans, nqnnah,7 and aalt.a

1 mia., p. 137,
® Xbid., p. 183,
3 Ibid., p. AR5,
¢ Jbvid., p. 130,
% Ivtd., p. 248,
® Ivid., pp. L8S-124.

7 1pid., p. 128,
8 Hervert B. Battle, "The Domestic Use of 01l Among the

Southern Aborigines,” &%&g W, 24, 1922, p. 136.
Read for an inﬂarna&ing secount e nb (8 of making

ealt by the Cayas Indians as related by DeSoto in his
Nerrstions, Vol. IV, 181 Extrsct. 3alt wes used by btuffalo
tanners %o constrict the hair folliclea, thus preventing the
bair from felling out (p. 180),
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THE BARLY MANDANK
The B8iousns of the gastern Plainsg areas lived in welle-
fortified villeges. The Mandan in 1804 were visited by Lewis
and Clark.* Cultivated erops such as corn and asquash, whieh
they dried on platforms in the front of the dwelling, furmed
& large part of $he diet. Thers is an account by am sarliier
French ftrspper which indicates a population excesdingly
procparuua.ﬁ Indeed, 1t sppears toe have been the peak point
of expansion for the Msndan. Suceessive epidemios of smellpeox
(1837-8) and massacres by their Bioux and Arikara enemies re-

3

duced them to small pumbers. By 1850, they were mostily half-

breeds, the o0ld culture was lost, inecluding the original

languagng‘

KIOWA-APACHR
The Kigowa-Apache offer another freme of referenge for

the somparative atudy of pre-horse and post-horse oul tures.

. ;‘agagg will andrﬂ. 3.18§1aéan, "Mhe uandnns," ya ors
Q Q %BOM e %I‘ 28n % ﬁ:
armr& [+ ¥ p*.%

hid., p. 85. Sieur de la Verendrye, agent of »
Canadxan ny, made a trip from Portage 4u Prairie to
the Mendan 1n L? » He citea the existemce of six villages,
with a populasion af about 15,000,
3 Ivsd., pp. 100-101.
+ Iden.

53, O1lbers HoAllisser, ”Kiewa~4;aene Sogial Organize~

tion," from SQe% \5%%§§§gggg§g rioan Iridbes, ed.
by Frederick agos vura cago Praaa,

1937), pp. 99-18S8,
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Before the horse era,

*these Indians were muoll less nomadio, Their only
domesticated animal had been the dog, which wes chiefly
used as a besst of burden, either carrying loeds on

its beck or hauling a travols, on which was lashed a
smell tipi or a baby. 4t that time, all who were strong
enough to ¢arry a burden on the shouiders bore loads
sulted to their strength. Sometimes when an enemy
atteck was feared, the men carried only their weapons,
prepared o fight. In those days, the people had
1it%le property, and did not wmake long msrches when
they moved. There was probably less warfare. Also
wizhani the horse hunting the Wurfalo was more 4iffi~
eanlt,”

In 18541, Coronado saw Quereche Aspeches travelling on
the Plains, These pecple, momadic buffalo hunters, were
roving with their "shaggy, well-trained troops of dogs
loaded with poles and tents, wearing moreseco pack-saddles with
wide girths.*® They relied on Pueblo trade, im which they ob-
tained Pueblo corn, ¢oitton blankets, and pottery in exchenge
for salt, buffalo hides, and dried meat.®

< . W

3 ﬂ@&llil%r, 8P« ¢it., p. 30B. - Qf. gilb'l’# Ly Wileen,
"The Horse and the Dog ia Hidatsa Gulturt. thropologise

Papers of the ioan Museum of Nataral History, y Ds.
EEE FTor deta aiga. §§§&gﬁ Do E%E Xe never pul aﬂall nhi;dren
tied in their credlss on the tx@vmia beowmse She Aan 110 &bﬁ&ﬂ
often, indeed, eovery time the mareh stops.” -~

2 ponsld E. Worsester, "Early Spemish Accounts of the
Apache Imdians,” Amsrican Anthropologist, 43, 1941, p. 310.

3 Jaem. Worcester says, "Selt was a universal article
of trade and regular food eaten like candy by these people.”
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AN HIDATSA STUDY

In 1808 en anthropologist and his artist brother spent
the summer with the Hidatsa. Gilbert L, Wilsen, the anthro-
polegiat, subseguently returned for three months sach year
until 1918, living with the people and gathering date for an
Amsrican Maseum report.

The section on horses in "Dogs and Horses among the
Hidatsa" was done by Wolf~ohief, borm in 1849, & warrier in
his youth, later s student in the first Fort Berthold Resarva-
tion sehoeol, and still later a storekeeper.

Wolf-chieflts sister, Buffalo-bird-woman, born in 1840,

gave the ascount on dog culturn,a

trenslated by Hdward
Gooddird, an early mission school pupil who beceme the reser-
vation Congregationelist minister. He weas & linguist and an
Indian artist.

The work was done in ¢order 1o gather comparative data
on the dog~ and herse~sulture complexes among the Hidatsa. The
reference offera excellent opportunities for an exhauvstive piecs
of cemparative ressarch, an analysis of the adjustment of the
dog camplex %o the horse complex. Modifications made in the

Spanish horae traits might also be astudied in detail.

1 Wilson, op. cit., pp. 129-130.

2 Quite naturally, since women owned, cared for, and
managed the degs of the household.
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A HUNT MADE AFGOT WITH DOGS™

Buf'falo~bird-women told Wileon sbout e hunting %rip
afoot with dogs end travols adout 18%0. Although guns were
used, mest of the details may be assumed tc resemble those of
the pre-~horse hunting complex,

The party céonsisted of six men, their wives, and Iifteen
dogs, The dogs @ar@isﬁ mlli-baata on tﬁnir travois, The aole
woman in the party withous a dog wes fersed to earry her baggage
on her %aakgﬁ The group travelled in mugle file, except for
the three 10;6&#& who led the traimn, Easch family "followed in
line just shesd of the femily dogs. >

While the women set up the tent (made of pleces of skinms
$isd together] the men hunsed an elk, which they cut up and
brought back to oamp on their backs.® The meat was rosated on
long ﬁtiﬁk05 end was the only feod salten at the evening meal,®

The zecond oamp supper and bdbreakfast the following day
sonsisted of bulfalo meat (freshly killed} and e biood droth.
The broth was made of fat, leg marrew, and dried quanh,’ and

beceme brown when it wes fulled evoked.® The men ate firat (evenm

i Wilsen, op. eit., p. 831,
# Ivia., p. 232.

3 Ivid., p. =37,

4 Inta,, p. 238,

® jdem.

® 1»ia., p. B36.

’;ggég;, pe AD7.

a‘m, s P 238,
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former site and set up steges to 4dry and mmoke the remsining

maﬁ;l

The next suscessful kill oceurred on hilly ground where
knells and ravines emabled the hunters to quietly stsal wup
en their prey.® fThe noise of the gums seonm pus the herd to
flight, but not beferse a number of buffelo hsd deean killed,d
The hunters brought baek choice éﬁrts, 1ike the tongues,
kiémuyné and hemdones (orushed for their marrow). The rest of
the meat wes osehed in a pile covered with ekin, from whish
protruded e pisce of white sherting (& hunter’s head-band) on
the snd of a atisk, %0 sarve as & soare-orew device.®

After sleven days, the ceamp broke up, with seven more
bull-bonts which the women had made during thim period, many
bundles of 4ried meat and skins,® Buffalo~bird-woman now had
twe bull-boats, ¢ne for freight, the other for passengers and
aagnf

1 Ibid., pp. 248-249,
2 pa., p. a4,

® Jtem.

4 1y 4+, p. 261, However, the Indians wished to repel
woclves, 0 Ftes, and kit-foxes insiesd of birds.

® Ivge., p. 253,
€ Ibid., p. 264, See Geodbird‘s sketoh, Fig. 84,

o



2%
They floated down the river to Independenue where the
remainder walted while one of the men went on to their om
villege, Like-a-lish-huok (fifteen miles beyond). The
relatives of the huntere returmed with four horses with horn-
framed pack saddles for each of the couples $o transport their
baggage. The dogs carried the bull-boats on $rawis. The

party returned home at sunset the follewing dﬁy'l

1 1pid., pp. 261-262. A late as 1860 the Hidasss
used horsé travols infrequently, sseming %o prefer tc losd
horses with saddle bags or to have them dreg tent poles with-
cut travois (p. 892).



CHAPTER V
DIFFUSION OF THE RORSE~COMPLEX

The rete of diffueion wes consideradbly slewed bevsuse
the Spaniards 414 not wish the Indieme %o have the horse,
realizing the tremendous advantage of the Mé‘u in meintaining
and extending the Spanish positicn as mquw@x

However; tha:f wore forosd te sﬂ:m:a Hetives in the
mivsion settlements as herdumen® to lend ke large herda of
stook.® I8 splte of the Tash thad the miosions were veritable
fortresaes surrounded by walls and that they were reinforced by
the presemes of presidio soldiers,* making escape airfiouls,
many vsquerss, trainsd im animsl husbemdry by the native cver-
mut (tﬁn m} 414 essape %0 thelr ix"ibihﬂ Bubas-
mntxy they !md,& &am their people bedk in raids on the

, m“mu ﬁw&mﬁ in ﬁumo instanses, the borrowers guined the

R .

g t &

X povert M. Denhards,
University of anm Ptnu,

& mhiﬁ Howe Banoreft , California Pastore) 769-1648
Val. XXXIV, in his Gﬂiltﬁw Nz ks, |o6 501 4 The History
k Ggﬁb‘l{ lé“), ) 2% 238 . . TR m m .isht na‘niii

e pler, % u., P. 158, Ute children became herders
for the s;umish $iT recent times.

¢ Herbert Rugens Bolten, %5 tendom, (New York:
The Macmillan Company, 1938), p« PLLTUYAYION in new mission
centers was haatened ‘:r scontact with several families of
Christianived Indisns dreught from older missione. {(Idem.) For
a deseription of the way the Indians wers luseked up at night so
prevent their escape, of. Banerefs, 9p. 28i%., p ’gﬁw‘*sat

5 Banorort, op. eit., p. B30.
¢ Zdem.
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Map Showing the Horthweat Spread of the Horse in the Western
United States. Lines indicate the approximete routes followed
by the horse, the datea, the approximate time the horss reached
sagh area. adapted from Fig. 1, p. 430, Amsrjcanm anthropoiogist,
Vol. 40, 1938, from Heines, Francis, "Horses among Plains
Indiens.”

p. 117: Santa Fe: center of distritution of horse to Plains,
1600, Yirat hovass Indlans, 1630-50.

P. 436: Twe routss from Senta Fe: (1) by way of the Great
Plains; (2) west of the Continental Divide from Senta
Fs to the Snake, by way of Coloredo, the Grand, and
the Green Rivers. Navaho Apeches, the Uts, and the
Shoshoni took bhorses t¢ the Pseific Morthwest.

P. 436: Shoshoni traded horses to Cayuse, Wella Walla, Yakima,
Palouse, Ner Perce, (Coeur d'Alene, Flathead, Blackfoot,
Crow, before horses were common smong Sioux and north-
eastern Assinibdoine,
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whole horse-complex in spite of ths unwillingness of the
ﬁyaniafdﬁa Howsver, in the case of the Ute child herders, the
golonists bartered horses for the slave labor they were sble to
asquiru@l

In turn, the new horae tribes (the Apsche and Comsnehs),
unasguainted with metallurgy end herse-raising, often adbsconded
not only with stock, but alse with skilled Mexiecans who then
ware Rept as aluv&a;g Among the Gomsnche, for instames, thers
was & two-way slave trede: Lipan Apmohe were sold as slaves to
the French and Spanishk traders ai Tmovayas in exchenge for
horsea, s but Mexicans they took north with them. These captives
served &s a connesting link in the chain ur the process of
diffusion of the n@ﬁ«ﬁatcrial borse traits to the indians .4

The aager&eﬁa of the Indiens to auaapt the h@ras~eoa@l¢x
18 demonetreted Dy their alwmost wholesale borrowing of traits.
The saddle, lariat, shert-handled quirt, atiwrgpi grupper, aund -

1 gplsr, op. eit., p. 188. Cf; ncnnnrgs,fg%; 1%, , pp.
105-108, for a disscusaion of the Comanoliere, Ralf-Bresd rehegede
traders who alse suppiied the Texas Markets anﬁ tha Southwest
Plains tribes with horses. L e

E wissler, 8p. git., 1815, p. 32.
3
Cf. Herbart Rugene Bolton, ed. éﬁhtnaue de Mexieres
sdition of 1779, Vols. I amd 13: (Glévu & ® APCHUF H. '
§§f¥E;§§§$uny;“I§I%), Vol. I, pp. 47, 61, 85; Vol. II, pp. 174,
» -

4 wissler, gp. cit., 1915, p. 32.
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1

‘shisld were diraatly takcn over.~ 0Only spurs sud bits were

x;w&&saar&eaa

xadifieatians in the saddle were effsated later., PBone

repleced ths waadsa framt,&

and pad riding saddles were substi-
tuted for the Spanish-sztyle high-pommel one amomng tribes like
the ﬁwk@taﬁs farther from the center of diffusion. 4mong the
$rides who received the horse directly, we fimd everything but
the bit smd bridle, the spﬁr;* and infrequently, the horseshoe. D
Primary diffusion is well il&uxtra&gé by the spread of
tha horse~complex emong the Indiens. It is certain that it
sxtenfsd far beyond the sontines of the originsl sulture srea

in the New World, {.e., the Jouthwest Spanish settlements.

} Clark Wigsler, "Riding Gear," Anthropologicel Papers,
American Mussum of Matursl History, X?XT. IVih, p. o8 Kfsa
ssier, Mep “é‘,yqi;he, (oW York: Themes Y. Crowell and
Compeny, L9283 «LBs Howsver, %ht lence was & sative pre-
historie wea@@h (ﬁf. Eiseley, op. gi%., p. 57}, mot borrowed
rrm§1§?: Gpanierd am Wissler suggests (Wissler, op. git., 1983,
P .

% wissler, sp. oit., 1915, p. 31. The Plains tribdes were
unakilled in the use of woed {p. 36). Alsoc, wood was scarce on
the Plainzs {Turney-High, op. oit., p. 189)

% 1vid., p. %1, Highly decorated, high-pommelled
saddles wers used by the womsa of all the tribes.

¢ 1bia., p. 87.

S nixuu 1%., p. 188, Cf. for a list and explena-
tion of guaaﬁ&i 8 of the horse ¢omplex which as “logi~
oal eomplexes,” wnﬁimm to bhe used together, and of cothers
discarded by the Indians,
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When ons exemines Heines® snd Denbards’s maps defining the
historio spraad of the harsn,l opne ¢sn observe that the
movenent is ssymmetrical, but leaves the nuclews fairly
centered.?

Because of the real need that aexisted for horses and
due %o interetridbal trede, communicstions, and raids; there
%as ountimuous diffusion. One need butl comsider the vast ares
of the Plains, the wide range of the buffalo herds,” snd the
Anadequacy ¢f dogs as pack aniﬁmlx‘;ta appriﬁtata how valuable
horses warw'te the Plains tridbes. Indeed, until the coming
of the horse, we may almost say that the Plains Indisn as sucsh
414 not exist.5 He was in the main a guasi-pleinsman, hempsred
by & leck of good transpersation for himself, his family, his

food and his dwelling.®

st g

1 ?mmu ﬂamﬂ, "Rumua snong the Pleins Indisas,”
. : 7", 1@3@ Fig. 3.* P 4380, CIr. adap~

l' 2 86 A 13
.-..~-ﬁ,qui:x V. Alse Demhardt, op. cit.,

® ct. Dimen, ap. sit., pp. 72-100, for a general dis-
cussion of diffusion.

2
E. Douglas Brangh zg o, (Kew
York: D. Appleton & acnpan* 2§U§!T“m£§& E%gfﬁiior heras
woRt west from anlhttahoann ta the r;:xnm law Lake ¥Wimnipeg,
those of Sasketchewsn went into Montana for the wiater, and
thozs which summered im Montans anmd Karth Dekota went i{nto

Nebraska, Wyoming, eand Colorade {(p. 4).

¢ wileon, op. oit., p. 207. The loed of a dog was less
than that 'hinh ‘a WomsH bere on her shoulders. (Idem,)

s Herrington, op. ei%., "..,ths great Iransformation,

witich cen be compared only %o the vast change in our own life
broaught about by the sutomobile.,” (p. 1)

¢ 1bid., p. 4.
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With the adoption of the horse-complex, the Indian
subjected it to changes, modifigetions not only of structure,
but also of status. Structural changea were due {1) to the
difference in the physical environment, and (2) teo the differ-
ence in the tetal ocultural pattern. The dearth ef iron snd
netal lurgy and the eagily traversed grassy Plains made horse-
shoes unnegessary ameng the Indisns. Sgareity of wood led to
the substitution of hern and frame saddles. Lack of metal sand
the innovetions of 2 new mede of riding made she bit and bridle
of the Spaniard ﬁnnoatasaryol Simply by knes pressure and a
shifting of the horseman's weight, his mount wasz guided in
the desired direction. With the freeing of his hands thus
geined, the ridsr decame an unsurpasssed hunter end fighﬁerag
As he gained 1n,éuxtarit7!‘ha sventually M scarded the saddle
entirely in grder t& rides in the sbif%ing, facile weay for whieh
he bescsame fnnmﬁt«$

Another modificetion wes in the method of mounting.
Indians mounted from the right, whereas the Ruropean style had

been Lrom the Zett¢4

lisslsr,. ¢ aitk, 1918, p. 237, Bridles were dis~
carded for a cerd Twisted around the lower jaw.

% Deniards,op. cit., pp. 105-108.

3 Wilson, op. ait., pp. 164-165., The sweat pf the horse‘s
body made 1% "mucl essier to stick on a pony." (p. 164)

wissler, gp. €it,, 1915, p. 35. This sllowed him
freedom of the left haRd in ovrder to hold the reins and manage
the horse vhi;e the right gresps the mane or pommel.
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OTHER CHANGES

The esonomy of the wandering tribes was centered around
the buffalo hunt. It was natural that the smaller dog travois
should be wedified moon to accommadets ths muoch more pawerful
horse. So omne Observes that, whereas Spaniards used only
miles and donkeys as drey snimals and rode their horses, the
Iniiens zometimes packed their mounts rather then riding them.
Such as arvangement was utiliterian and the modifisstiozn of
the trait was perfesctly natural.

Among Spanierds, horses treditionally had held eon-
slderadble prestige value, The word for "gentleman” was
synonymous with “horsemen” (gsabailers). The Buropean tra-
dition of knighthood demanded that the privileged ride on
horseback and sthat only the plebes walk. In the case of na-
tive imericens, then, status value of the horas was often
gaorificed in the interest of practicality.

Thet {8 not to imply thet the horse suffered s loss of
status with its use dy the Indians, Indesd, since its
eaonomic role was of the utmest importance, it became far
more exalied in relation to the total sulture than it had in
the earlier European environment.

The use of the horse smong Plains Indisne was ilmmediate
because of its tremendsus utility. Tribes living on the
Mineissippi, for instance, which had employed canves as their
pringiple means of travel, were slower %o adept the horase be-

cause their need for i% was less. Whereas ameng Plzins tribes
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the diffusion was uninhibited by competition with an older
and more esteblished ocomplex, the same did not held true among
the river Indians who found water travel easier and less ex-
pensive than travel by land,

Bither the horse was ridden (& completely novel experi-
ence for Plains people) or it was fitted 30 21 improved traveis
gr larger pack-load., Singce in any svent the condition of the
Indians was tharsby improved, entinuous diffusion resulted in
wide~-spread use of the horse oven up ints Cansda by 1770. Sush
an exsaple of the bﬁrrnwiag of a somplex is sxtresmely unusual.

We spoke of the subatitution of a now complex for an
oldder ous., In the Plasina, though, it is noticeable that a
nunber of trides, indeed slmost all of them, employed dogs aa
well as horses as pack animals until reosutly. In this ine-
stance, thqrut@re; the 0ld eomplex waz not sempletsly discarded
but agtually only reinforsed and complemsnted by the addittion
of the newer one,

In regard to the dirffusion of non-material traits, it
is sbvious that modification is likely %o bs muah greater wherxre
the gap between the oultures is wide, When the Indians took
over the European cultuire complex of the horse, therefore, seve
eral tralss were lost or cheanged.

Methods of horse-breaking altered from the Spanish, and
varied widely among tribes. Whereas many of the early Horse
Indiane used exceedingly skillful means of taming animals %0
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the auﬁélaﬁl other trides used er@ﬁb}‘bpix&tmbzmékana ;
methods. > : ¢k

Unless it wers a matler of starvation, of course, the
Spanisrds 414 not k{1l their horses for focd. There is emple
evidence, however, of traffic in horse flesh merely es 2 means
of imcressing the food supply among the early borrowers of the
horse-gomplex among hhe 5&@%&&0#% $ribes. Indeed, Athénase de
Mesieres stated in a latter written ian 1798 that all the
Indians except the Lipanes ste mules snd horsss,> | |

Essides sating horss meat, the Indimss dvank melted
horse fat and shampeved their hesds in horse dloed, seeking
thereby 0 gain atrength,. They twisted horsehair into rope;
horse hide was fashioned inde coush coverings, clothiug,
tents, seddles, leggings, aud mococasins.?

Thus they ably utilized the horse to the utmost, Evie
dently the modifications they made im the process of borrow-
ing belped them admirxably in an esconomie way.

i mamt, B, qg PP. B45-247. “,,,n0t an inoh of
the horse's body eséa) {ag ‘touched or rubded...” {p. R47)
When she trainmer riaﬂllr‘nnuntua. it was not against the wighes
of the animal. L;ggg

8 ¥ilsen, ’%‘b } ¢y P+ 101, Horses were swum (while
being ridden} M souri until they grew wery tired, then
were ridden on the muddy river baaks until they bLesame “gentle.n
Also ef., Thomas Jemes, "Thres Years mmong the Indians and
Mexiocans,” oited by J. Frank Dobie, ed., op. €3%., p. 143,

for ap example of "shoking down" horses “hreak them.

3 Bolton, ep. sit., Yol. II, p. 184,
4 penhardt, sp. sit., p. S4.
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BACK TO THE HIDATSAY

It is interesting t0 meke oomparigsons in the dog- and
horse-complex of the Hidatsa., Customs dating from the esrly
days of the horse diffusion are cited by the Indfisn nerrators
in Wilson's work, which was thie basis of the pection called
"Higdatsa Bunting Afoot™ in this paper. Newly arisen custioms
may be trsced to the gradual shifting of the role and status
ol the dog among this tribe decause of the presenss of the
horge. klthaugh modifications may well vary from tribe to
tribe, in all likelihosd a gensrel ploture of the pracess in
most Fleins tribes may be obtained.

HAMING

‘Dogs might be namued for their pesuliarities by the
woman gwners.® Usually, theugh, they were given their names
by & male reletive of the woman, to osmmenorate hie bonor
marke (geined by striking coup in & battle or raid). =Ho-
hapd" was the name of one dog, ir reference to ihe namer's
having struck coup on an eneny with a withered hanﬁ.a

Horses are given only descriptive names, suoh as "“Spiit-
ears," "Dark-face,” and the like, or age names like "Year~

seeond ~youngling® for a two-year-old hwsm"

1 wilsom, ep. eit., pp. 141-311.

2 bid,, p. 8285, "Short-tail® or "Four-eyes,” e.g. The
last born of a litter of pups was always called "Nakaka," Jjust
a5 wes the smallest ohild, (p. 201)

® Ivtd., p. 218,

% 1vid., pp. 194-19S5.
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CASTRATION

Among %the Hidetes, the tethniques of csstrating degs and
Borses havye been very similar., It would sppesr that the trait
in the dog-cemplex was trafsferred with 1little modifiecation to
that of the horse.*

Dogs were czxstrated to prevent sxesssive reproducition,
when they were sbout a yesr old. The Indians wished to make
the gantle and keep them fats, Moresver, uncastreted males
i&ﬁaﬁﬁ uuwiy'anﬁ waulé run anay with other dogs. Castration
was garrimé sut by a male mmnbar of the family, usually. IT
An guteider pa%fﬂrmca“ths gperation, he was given a big dinner
in yaya»nﬁ.%‘ L

Horses m&;ﬁt be castrated any tims between the fifth end
forty-eighth monib {(i.e., again, ;ust ﬁggyr0 they reachsd sexual
maturity). This reguired the asrwieca’ar & specialist who
hed Bought the art from someons who possessed it. Ten articles
were given im payment for the operation. Three of them consisted
of the knife, rawhide rops, and a deserated skin, sll symdolic
of the casirator's specialty.

The ritualization whieh eladorsted the operation points
out the greater status of the horse in the society.

1 1p1d., p. 801 (ef the dog); PP. 146~147 (of the horse),.
The Indians performed a very skillful, clean operation.
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FOALB ABD PUPS

The blrth ¢f & colt was a asfignificant event. In the
0ld days, when the birth of a colt wes anticipated, everyone
vent off and left Whe mare alone, since 1% was believed ihis
made the birth osaler, After the mers &§4 drgﬁycéftﬁtffaakgf
she was oarefully watched for tenm days in gxﬂ«x ta vav&&% "
depradstions by wolves, Then the colt and mare were turned
put to the herd., Oesasiomslly an account is told of s delt
being born in en earth lodge.*

A whelping kennel was fashioned for the female dog at
the ¥illege outskirts. Four puppies were kept, the reat
given away or destroyed.

FERLIBG
Feeoding the horses was an important concern in the

wintertime., Cottonwoad bark was fed thsm, ag well as dried

grass and maize on cccasion, Dogs ana women hailed in the
fead for ths horses.®

Dogs were fed almost anything., The pupplies wers given
cooked mest to prevent their getting worms® (sic) but as they
graw up, they ate meat scraps, corn mush, the food rejected
by the family bessuse it was spoilsd or sour, asd raw duffalo

X Ivid., p. 1485,

2 Ipi4., P. 1909, The first litter wes destroyed bessuse
thoee of e first litter were rever large, they believed,

® 1p1d., p. %08,
¢ 144., p. 200,
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meat from 1ort»avurs.l

After a hunt dogs were brought to drag in meat and
skins %o cmap. Each dog load sonsisted Of an Indian quarter
of buffale, from eighty to 8 hund red pounds in weight, If
the dogs ate at the hunting camp, they were likely to dbecome
i1l snd so heavy om their feet that they would break through
the crust of snow. 8o they were fed sparisgly, #ﬁt ;h%n haﬁe
¢amp was resched, the dogs were givea all thsy wuld eat. 2

Buffele~bird-woman, in discussaing the uating.&rxdsg'
meat, sald that the flesh was not good decsuse dgggﬂ{gafgn
sarrion and humsn ordure, 20 ordinsrily they var# hét saten.>
However, about 1814, when the Hidatsa got the grass dance
from the 8ioux, they followed the custom of eating dog flesh
in the oceremony.*

RATER

The springe nearby were used as watering places for

the ponies in the winter, while in the sumser thes animsls were

i Ibid., p. 201,
2 1vid., p. 289,

3}%&&%., P 830. “...pargly because the dog was a

gagfaa an xat;f Cf. ¥Wal ter Haglzntagk,lzngnaes ?r the Blsckfoot
ndian,” Southwest Museum Leaflets, 37, p. 15, They, too
ruastoé on dog at ihe gra nﬁo.’ ’ ’ ’ ’

4 Idem,
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froguently 4riven to the Missourl fuor weter. This was the
preferred gource of human water supply as :311,1 4% no ssason
wors horses walered while they wers on long, fast merches or
raids until the following day. The Indians Teared that they
would die of a "burned heart” if they werse given water while
they were over-heated.®

However, while the dogs were on the march, masny owners
provided them with water which was carﬁea in ‘butrala paunnhes.
Two doge were required to haul = mgply mrﬁmicm m A w:m

3

of five oy six, In the ﬂmwretmu, snow was melted for the

degs to drink et the noon-éay stop.®

SHEL TER
Dogs oxdinarily were sxoluied from the lodge, although
they wers allowed imside during severs weather, unless there
was & geremony being wn&woﬁ, et ‘nhiah time el)l doge were
shosed gut of she 16&‘0;5 They alept on the lee side of the
lodge entrance as a rTule. Puppy kenmnels were made for the

mother and young puppies, &s was mentioned before.

1 zpid., p. 178,
2 1»1d., p. 181

5 bid,, p. 225, "Doges dragging heavy losds could not
g0 very far without water,..(therefore +s+Shey were not usged
?e f!‘;gl’lﬂnsl! for bringing in meat in the summer months..."

p. B

Ib;d. s P 228,
5 1bia., p. 230,
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Because of the danger of losing horses in reids, the
riding horses were stabled inside the lodge both summer end
winter, During especlelly dangerous pericds, & second corral
was eonstructed in the lodge for all the horses., Usguslly the
lese valuable animals were stabled under the drying stage out-

1 2

side the lodge™ or were hobbled in the nearby wocds,

OWNERSHIP

Hothing is aﬁiﬂ ebout the ownership of horses dbeing
limited 10 men mnd boye awong ithe Hidatsa, but no mention is
mede, either, to thelr beling owned by women. It was true that
women rode them on cecasion, Wt throughout the section on
horses in Wilson's article, the whole emphasis is on "my
horses® (Wolf~shief's, i.e,) or on *my father's horses.”

On the other hand, smpecific mention is made of the fact
that dogs belong to all the women of the household in common, >

NUMBER OF ANIMALS
Wolf-ghief estimated that there were about two humdred
ponies in his vizlagc,‘ of whieh his fether owned a dczen.
There were three mapres, six geldings, one stallion, and two

£illies., OFf these twelve, two were fine hunters and four were

1 1bja., p. 186,
£ Ivid., p. 173,
SM-. p. 206.
4 Ibid., p. 174,
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gosd work horses., The fast runners were not ridden except
a They wers saddled for the humt {(with
g flat pad saddle) and trotted along locse next 1o their

in the actuasl chane,

ewner who was riding a pack horse in order %o keep his racer
freah rni;' the m'n The pack saddle or woman's saddle wes
nigh-pommeled.® |

&@ir@ ware adouk four or five g@gmjpar family. cakq
wags taken %o sﬂtaﬁﬁpi'tharo were uiut&t.y»ang dogs growing up
te replﬁ@m'ﬁ&ﬁrwmmg‘ﬁhaaavur they wﬂga,nﬁoﬁaﬁga

Dogs could pmok about eighty peunds of mest or skim,®
while horses were able to cerry not snly » whole buffalo
carcass, but their owner as wcllaQ

Travois potes®

hi%ﬁhdd to dots were eight feet lang,’
Joined at thc rwant, and they carried a basket measuring
thxrtyha!x &nehua by‘twankybtivq inches.® e borse traveis
A e, m; .
. M.. , p'i’%
® 1ni4., p. 218,
4 \Mw p. 827,
5‘£3gg., p. REG.
& or. Fig. 81, p. 282, with Fig. 57, p. 286, for two

styles of tipl Lrames made rrau dog trauaia. Smel ler travois
were the rule in days before the horase.

4 Zaba‘d"ﬁ p. 821,
B8

ibid., p. 220.
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1 and the basket was three fest

was over thirteen feet long,
by ten feet.?

Bull-boats of cow buffalo could be carried by the doge,™
while the hesvy bull buffalo boats were heauled only bdy herses.®
The sdvantage of using the dog-hauled bdull~boats was that the
wind was less buffeting to the dog beceuse of 1%s cleseness
to the srauadwﬁ There were slse cceasions on whiech wiod was
gathesred at the river, then loaded into a bdull-~boat and
paddled dows to camwp by the woman, in whichk ease the dog was
diapenssd with,®

SUPERNATURAL

Doges were regarded as macred, asg possessing some amount
of magic for those who considered dogs as their Wuaéiaina¢“?

The legend surrounding the dog was that Yellow-dog,

en emciont Hidatsa, was fathered by a red-chested wolf and.en - "'

1 1nid., p. 275,
8 Idid., p. B85. s iy
a‘££§$d, p. 232,
4 Ivia., p. 877,
5 1wta., p. 201,

8 1v3d., p. 810. A solitary deer hunter would take a dog
with a bulli~doat om his travoie upstream, then float downatreanm
%n tlil?aat which carried the hunter, the game, and dog.

pP. 2

7 Ibid., p,» 188, Dog societies were important in
tribal 1iT€.



48

Hidatse mother. So Yellow-dog's "medlicine™ was a ﬁagsl

The Indian squashes wers gupposed to have got their
colors from the dogs. The asasvciation is easily undeérstood,
since the coleration and mserkings were quite similar.®

Horses were prayed to, and when men wanted wealth
(which was meamired by the number of horses he might g@ssgsssj,
they were likely to say, weeping and praying, "You are my gods.
I take good vare of you. I want to oxn many horsss in my life-
time . m%

It is svident that the dog maintained ean importent place
in the scheme of things because of ita utility. IV required
mors care on marches, however, and was able %o produce far
less than the horse s¢ far as transportation power wses gon-
¢srned. We must remember that the Hidatsa got the horse late
and that they used the dog travwis in the main long after the
horse came in. ZREarly Southwest Indians discarded dog trains
much more rapidly. They were more nomedic and depended %o a
much larger extent on the horse then 4id the Hidatsa, for

example, who never gave up agriculture altogether, and who

1 Probably this legend is the result of a fasting or
torture vision ef the aforesaid Yellow-dog.

£ tbia., p. 198.

4 Cf. Oscar Lewis, "Manly-Hearted Women among the
Northern Piegan,” ameriean Anthropologist, 43, 1941, p. 173.

“ wilson, op. eis., p. 179.
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even in their winter camps built ledges rather than tipis.
Begause they never beceme a completely nomadie people, a com-
parison based on observation and knowledge of their horse-
and dog-complexes is less likely to be typicel of the Plains
than would a similar study cerried on smong the Sioux, the
Arapsho, ote.



CHAPTER ¥I
ACCULTURATION TO THE HORSE~COMPLEX

A semi-sedentary hortioultural sulture seems $o have
$ypified the domipant Pleins tribes ¢f the pre-horse period.
Arebeclogioal evidence subetantistes the hypothesis that there
wore Two main huniing sges in the central Pleins. The first
of these oras ended with the extinotion of the prehistorie
bigon. It waz followsd by an agricultural pericd whieh lmated
ufitil the introduction of the horse, when the tribes again deo~
cane hunters. This time the comfiguration shieh svolved was
greatly modified by a distiacsly new cultural influence--that
of the northeast Woudlands rorsast-bunting cultures,l

The position taken by ancther writer was that the
horse served merely to intensifly the development of certain
pre-exieting treits and to inhibit others. Through the horse
medium, such fastors of scoulturation &s predatory warfare
and inter-tridal trade helped to dsvelop & new oul tured

If we take those two divergent views, we still can reach
it one oonslusion~=~the horses was responsible for the develop-

ment of the iypioal Plaias gulture,

, TBANSITION
~ Any psaplo p;jwr-r to improve their lot. S0 in the ocase

1 ¢r. . D. Strong, "The Plains Culture Area in the
Ligh¥ of Archeoclogy,” American ARthropplogist, 35, 1933,

PP. 271-287.

2 olark Wissler, "The Influemse of the Horee in the

Development of Plains Culiare,” American inthropologiat, 16,
1914, p. 17,
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of the recent aprivals from the Eaet hovering on the edges of
the northern Plains, the ancient Southeast agriwlturists,
the Great Basin diggers, the many quasi-agrieultural peoples
who hunted when the oppeortunity presented itself--all these
trives and the originel vagquergs (the Apaches of the Southwest)
became intensive hunters, traders, and wwriwml
The Hunden end Arikars of the northeaastern border region
beceme pert~iime hun%@w&@a In the fall, after their crops
were harvested, they went buffalo hunting, They lived in tipis
ag they bunted the bieon herds passing on thsir snnual migre-
tory tremﬁﬁ

o %he southeast, the Caddean trides, whieh had been
aoaimatd;;tnrr% became more active as they sdopted ths horse.
Such peoples &s the Pawnee &nd Wichita graduslly lost sheir
sgricultural way of life, and as they ¢ontinued to hunt the
bison and engage in horse-trading and stealing.

It bevcame more profitable for these frides to dbarter

horses than to engage in other economic activisies as the trans-

Mississippi trade grew.® The Pawnee sent horses to the Indians

of the upper ultawuri.‘

i M. R. Harrington, "indians of the Plains," Southwe
R eeun flets, 15, 1942, p. 6. CI, Jean Baptiste g%ﬁiiﬂh”
%W?E-Iu‘““ va aﬂ?“ﬁ"vn Wﬁrdutsm&ﬂ mewm,_j if 1994
arch 26 cited by ean Hi Joxiew
1913-1914. Read this for ATTFTC st TereRenat Ve iue {.mu»
tion of she Ponca from an agrarian to a hunting eaanany”
2 ,
Idem,

3 mydert M. Denherdt, The Horse of the
University of leihqna Prasi, Vi Pre 18-l

¢ Truteau, op. cit., p. 326,

erigag, (Nerman:
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It does not seem too atrauge that ooup counting never
assumed the lmpertance among some of the Southwestersn tribes
which this and other symbols of prowess sbtained among other
Plains trides, It was true that the soldier sceieties became
the important reguletory instruments of spelal sontrol hers as
in the north, but it wes perfectly pessidble for a Southwestern
trive to sbandon a fight if that eventuated in economic gain¢1
Among the Ute, for instages, a coamon triek was dismounting the
ensmy and then running off with his horse without bothering to
kill the raa.% From 1727 to 1788 the Ute fought constantly with
the Comanche, $rying to obtain the best bulfalo gru&nﬁu.ﬁ

Domesticated horses were much sought after by tribes
farther north, but becsuse of a more completely hunting economy
based on procurement of the duffaio, not primarily on the horse-
trade, the emphasia was different. Horsesz and raiding becane
means of extending one's military reputation;, of having coup
struck in one's homoy at public ceremonies. However, the
sconomic advantage of horse ownership was always important.

The war bonnet became imstitutionelized only after the
coming of the horse, and was charsgteristic only of northerns

Plains tribes, It heoame the steresiyped Indian hesddress, so

3 Opier, op. oit., p. 168, "gtanding fights were swided
whenever peossible,”

2 M‘! Ps 168, - |
® y. H. Douglas, "Plains Indisn Clo%hing,” Desnver irt

Museum, Indian lesflets, 24.
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The economic basge ¢f thess cultures widened and

leisure developed %0 an unprecedented degree., One need but
consider the tremendous sdventage of the mounted hunter ia
seeking, slaying, and transporting the buffelo to realize that
the release of energy formerly spent on eking out a8 mare sube
sistence could be dirscted inte activities which served to

elaborate the culture pattern.

BAKD GROANIZATION

The development of the bduffalo-hunting band organization
resulted in & shifting of wvalues, ¥Yamiliesl respeoct was based
legs on awe of paremtel suthority end the sounsel of the eldeyrs
of the oemuunity.l The warriors became ths aseendasnt indgi-
viduals as sucoess in battle and brevery became important
virtues., The ghanging attitudes of whole tribes were reflected
in this newly aggreasive, compstitive npirit.g

Now that transpertation far a larger food supply wes
afforded, population could be concentrated into bande., Thus
1t 1s an empirica) fect that the western limit of the horse
also was the western limit of true bands."S

The tribe was not sconomically feasidle as & hunting
unit, wheress the Tamily wee too asmall for protection--therefore,

the bea

-

‘1 opler, op. cit., p. 156. Q{,mihia.. p. 130,

;biﬁ., Pp. 123, 135.

\ % Julien Stewsrd, "Linguistioc Distriba tions and Political
%gouﬁgagf tkssggaat Basin Shéah@ﬂﬂ;hl, égpg;aau;gptaropalqgist
y P *
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With the coming of the (omanohe, it was no longer
nocessary for the Ute to barter their ehildren to the Spanish
settlemenis in return for horses. Instead, they raided the
iarge herds maintained by ths Comanche, who sometimes raisad

their herds but frequently stole them,l

WARRIOR SOCIETIES
Graded warrior socleties were the dominating factor
in tridal orgemiration among the Blackfoot and among many
other Pleins $rides, They consisted of the Loves, sy inex-
perienced youths; the Moequitoen, the sctive young Tighters;
PRI
the Braves, tried warriors; the Brave-Dogs {(alst called Cragy~

T Wy

or Mad-Doge); the Kit-Foxes, a ﬂn&tninﬁ society; and the

Bulls, the elders of the tribs, GSeversl of these societies
were assiguned police Quty by the headman st the same time 2 \

The Braves ware the most important of all the Blackfoot
\\
regulatory groups. They were the guardians of the biason herds,

the soldtier-policemen who punishtd solitary'hunters.) They
,,,,,,,,,,, e

soouted for buffalo, ealleﬁ the tr&ba to the hunt, anﬁ were
pledged to bravery in war., A speciel cus tem at this society

e T

e s
s R TN g ac e

was to ride down enemiocs afoot with sheir horses., They acted

B —

as policemen in ealp, rsgulatera ‘of tribal sonrduct who epitomired

7! 1d., p. 161.

ﬁnaihaagxyalﬁgghgﬁcééft%:f,8in§a%§fo arrior Societies,”
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the Plaeins virtue of bravary,l Parallel societies were the
skigite or Police of the central Algonguieans, the Tetons, and
the Crows. Among all the tribes, one of the funotions of this
Hless of warriors wesa %o act as war leaders. Honorary feathered
lances were planted on the battlefield, their owners pledged to
defend them to the doath@a

#

WARFARE
Both borses and guns were 1up@rtan$ Enrayaaa influwneea
whioch “"rocketed the Plains area to a ‘aultmral 1ﬁtaxieaﬁian’
whioh is hardly precedented in anthrnpalagiual ‘annels,"d
Gift~giving of horses was an importent stimulus to
commerse, but the eoconomic velue of horses was not s¢ charace
teristically the sesuse of horse stealing smong the nerthern

tribes as it wag in the southwast,‘ as has been mentioned

befors.
Primarily, warfare was precticed ss g meens oI 8s8lfe.
glery on,d Counting coup was only one espect of this

war-honors complex, which included the teking of horse, scalp,

1 1pid., pp. 15, 14, 18.

& Clsrk Wisaler, "Shamanistic end Dencing Societies,”
Anthruga;egiaai Fapers, american Museum of Natural Hiastory, XI,
y P

3 Marian W. Smith, "War CQomplex of the Plains Indians,"
Precesdings of the smerican Phllosophical Soeiety, 78, 1938,
pn L

* 1vid., p. 438,
5 Iv1a., p. 434,
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the gun, or the life of an mmy}

Counting coup sonsisted of touching with one's hand or
coup stick some portion of the enewy's body. MHe might be
wounded , dead, or uninjured. Of course, the greatest honor
ceme with striking coup on sn ensmy who was able~bodied, sines
by doing Bo, one sxpesed himself to the ulmost &maer,z

Defense warfare often scourred im order 36 recover
stolen horses or t¢ avenge the taking of soslps among the home
tribe. The avenging party might consiet of reletives of an
injured party, or the werrior society which was currently on
auty,d

Every warrior carried Wﬁ witk him as be
want into bastle. He felt that her was defenssless without
suoch supernatural aids., Then, %00, & ceremony of magical
singing, face-painting, or %the like would stremgthen the man
for bdattle, Without particularly sleborate preparstion, it
was poasible to carry out sugh raiding pcrtiu.,"

However, when aggressive war waz carried on, it weas
neceseary that mana bs furnished the whole pariy Jy ,gwkgiutary
leader who poseeaned 3%.% Otherwise, in case the in-rii’arflmdw

5

1 Iden.

2 1vi4., p. 487,

3 m.

¢ 1bia., p. 439,

© Jdem. He was callsd the "partisen,”
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hed no magicel powers, 1t wes deemed a matter of vital import-
ance %o have a medistor scocompany the warriors to baittle. If
the Jleader was a "pertisan,” his asal stants or "kettle
bearsrs,™ were often assigned ceremonisl tasks, such as caring
for the medicine bumdle, having charge of drinking water
practices, eto. The military leeder had "lieutenants” who wers
asnigned the same tasks as the "kettle-bearers” if the warrior
possessed mana in bis own right (not by transfer), Neither
the partisan, his kettle-besrsrs or the leader's lisutenants
ever went into battle. They held purely ceremonial aftlccssl

The "warpath” somstimes wus Sunmirued %o designate e
route taken by the war pa%%yfrranViﬁa time 1t lcft aamﬁ until
1t returaed. It had ceremonial signiftoanee in determiping
the order of merch.®~% ; )

An important adjunet of the u;rieaggi;x was the
medicine bundle whick aided the vision-sesker in determining

T —
what the omene were, and thus to regulate the conduct of the

party, or it might be used mainly as a protective device,
depending on the tribe,*

The performing of acte in bettle or om a raid which
might be later celebrated by ceramonial striking of coup,l

1 Lbéd', p' “0-

£ 1p4d., p. 1.

s Al) perties, whether or not they were successful,
started from the home oamp.

4 Ibid., pp. 448-447.

5 ¢, George Bird Grinmell, “Coup and Sealp among the
Plains Indians,” American anthropologist, 12, 1910,
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uasually oegurred in the war dance dramatization, which was a
post-war celebration to snable every man ¢o re-~snagt his battle
role for the ¥est of the sribe.} Such dances helped to em-
hence the goeializing wvalue of the wya«w&aaa&ﬁwixwm Nonethe-
leas, there was heatsd nagwawwﬁwaﬁ batwesn warriers for eoup
eounts, which led to iatense rivalry.

Plains trides were often chavescterized as blood-thirsty
and eruel becsuas of such phemomene a3 %he scalp dence., If
gne underastands awm,awmau@i escaplist payoholegy involved, the
taking of scalps eand helding danses over them szeem much less
sadistie.

The azeeial form of the Indians demanded atoicel accept-
ancee of all conditions without an expression of dilagast or
grief at the loss of ome's horse or deloved relstive. The
enly imstitutions which allowed en escape for the viclent
emotions or € release from the rigid soceisl controls of the
group were the warpash eand its atsendant ceremonies, So-
called "mouraning wer” was the safety-valve for the represasd
emotions. Grief ocould be &isplayed by goimg to war, then,
which in turn re-instated ego-importanse.?

*Daneing the scalp” was done in grder to send the

i mwwch,va “s,

ﬂu Many 92 the dances included women and old men,
3 E: p. 454,
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goul of & departed relative to a happy heresfter. The scalp
was placed on the fresh grave after a ceremonial danse through-
out the village had been cen@lutnﬁ.l

However, the war-complex cannot be explained omnly in

terms of the "mourning war." The stealing of horses hed

ot
R ST SR

carried sooial prestige and awanéiic auin.ﬁ Thus, all warfare

ﬁ;gﬂba uttrihutad nmang the Plains tribes to ome of several
causes: {1} to obtain sealps; {(2) %o eblain horses; (3) to

settle dlisputes over hunting %erriﬁﬁry.g

THE DICHOTOMY OF 3EXE&YR

In a sooiety in which the militaristic spirit was so
strong, wmhere brevery was considered s prime attributs of
manliness, where there was a rigid insistencs ¢on a dichotomy
between the sexes with regard to emotional meke~up, ideals,
and activitiea, men less suited to the agpveptadble male role
were of ten driven to proclaim themselves as women., Only by
taking on the dreas, the ocsupation, and the responaidilities
of women wers they able to esscape the harab role forced on

men in such a seaia#yas The berdache was cunsidered a soolal

i Idem.

2 Not until the coming of the horse did the Blackfoot,
for example, begin a systematie ralding sampaign against their
neighdbors. (p« 432)

3 1vga., pp. 433, ase.

human tr£i§§”i§'7“ fE€
5 uene, Hp-

Meady Sex and Tn ¢,1;,,
York: WiliTaa Hersov nnd
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feilure. It was such s disgrece to be a deviant that children
were not allewed to don the costumes or attitudes of the
other sex for fear that they might fell into this undesired
role.

THE MANLY-HRARTED WOMAN

Mesad points out that the woman deviete ls never in
se unfevorable & position s¢ the maen whe cenmel £ill his role
68 a male,

Among the Blackfoot (the Norsh Piegan), the emphasis \
on the ownerahip of bumdles and horses as personal, inheritabdle :
property seis them apart from the other Plains tribes. They {
had o materielistic, economically determined, society of the i
clazses in whish upper-class, middle-aged women were able to /
gain a great deal af’prantigc,l

Not only bumdles, but visions, medicine pipes, painted i
tipis, war cherms and bonnets, zonge, and privaete ritual were
transferred as real property.?

Bravery and coup eounts were not so exalted gmong thi\

Blackfoct as were genarosity and wealth. The ownership ef

S

horses was a major index of sovcisl status. Since women could )

own and imherit property, it follows that they frequently played

l«aguur“Ltwis. "Manly-Hearted Women among the HNorth
Piegan,™ smérivan Aanthropologist, 43, 1941, p. 173,

£ leem.
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an important role in such tribal ceremonies &s the 3Bun dance,
which opuld be "vowed™ DYy & woman of sasy virtue more easily
than by one of low soelo-sconomis paaition,1 There was a fear
of falling unfier the evil spell of a "menly-hearted” womean,
who was supposed to be a soreeress.>

The menly-heartsd traits were those of s warrior:
sggressiveness, i&ﬁpﬁtﬁ&tﬁé#; embition, boldness, passionate

sexuality, and pr#p&rty;5 in addition, the WOmBR Wes ugnnlly

at least Tifty years ﬁléﬁﬁ and waa-rgqégﬁnﬁ}g,ﬁ@@?fﬁ#ﬁ&itﬁjﬂri.;g,p

"git-dy" wife ﬁt‘& ohie?.® she ceula rauarry?ghan sha pleased,
and she carried the domiment rele in merrfage.t IR
Inheritance was limited by the eomtinual depletien of
horses by raiding, a lask of primogeniture, dessruction of
property et death, and the custem of lateral inheritance.’

: Ibid., p. 178, Virsue had to be publicly avowed.
8 Ibid,, D« 1:34»

3, »id., p. 175, She possessed her own atock brands,
for exsample.

¢ rdem.

5 The faverite wife ("Ninauake") was regarded as a
sexual obdject. Tipi responsibilities fell more heavily on
the other wives.

6 rvid., p. 162,

7 Ivid., p. 174,
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It is easy %o understand how women ¢ould become rioh
property ouwnsrs. The aforementioned limitations on imheri-
tance helped te make 1% possidle. Ther, too, such women often
4id work suited t0 both men and women without suflfering from
social disepprevsl., They might be given preparty by relatives.
oftentimes the Tavorite shild was e marviageedle dauvghter who
got gifts Crom hex f&thewﬁl

In the days when iribal warfare was at its height,
women warriors eften went ints battle. Imstamoes of suck oo~
gurrences ars found ameng the Ute® and the Flathead, among
others, DeSmet regorded the activities of a 2&athaad woman
who led ber seven sons into badtle.”

Othor trives surrendered certaln male prerogeatives,
such as dancing with artieltu a;uhelia of thoir muA¢ relutives'
battle Lonars, eto} 1n ihﬂsa cages, hetﬁwﬁr, th& initial
ooup seremony hongred the unla,-nha Shep. §art;¢ipattd, In
the suspessive dances, the woman nar.iy ruprtaontta ‘the
warrior. s
THE SUN DANCE
Without the impetus furnished by the horss, it is

1 4 dride price in horses was customary among the
Blackrnat. (.

ﬁylt!,. e t., p+ 166, O0lder women went to war and
scalped and stri 1len enemies.

5T §§:5§§§!§%§3£“§?'Rtub§§

' ’” § § Northwesy, 1839~ (clﬁvaianaﬁ irthur’

Qpilr, 2p- z%«, Ps 186,
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unlikely that essentisl Sun dance traite would have been
retained, Diffusion of traits was facilitated by the actusl

_migration of the imnovating tggbamﬂx

The impertence of this damce-gomplex, “the most
importeant ceresmyny of the Plaansvﬁthﬁsyﬂa which coineidad
wvith the annusl summsexr buffale .;hunt,s ig dramatic evidence of
the statua of the war- and huntinsg-complexzes of the tribea.

The center pole was symbolic of the colleotive ememy.
According to Spier, they scouted for & iree, sounted coup on

4

it, and felled it as If it were an snemy. Qftentimes thers

was a sham battle whish centered around the tree.®

MESSIANIC OUTBRRAKS
The Plains Indiass had Snixt up unprecedented power
and prestige with the technologicsal mdvantage of the horse.
Then with the passing of the biaan; the egsenomy collapmsed and
the eulture suffered s seriocus decline,
Manifestation of the sonseguent rrustration and groping
for emational weourity and relsses found expression in the

i

1 ..  biran (3
Reland B, Dixon, The 34 af tures, (New York:
'x§55f§aééﬂ§§9w5“23&2&““2’ |

Charles Soribasr's Sons,

2 Dixon, ER«; gitt, Pe 187, T

% Leslte Spier, "Plains Indian Sun Damce,"™ Anthropo-
1&?&6%1 Papers %§ the Ameriosn Museum of Nsturael History,
Y s Pe 4 . '
5 Insd., pp. 465-467.
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various messisnic eulss.

Bascsuze the southern herds of blgon disappeared first,
the Southwesteru Plains trives suffered first., Therefore, the
first escapist cult wae developed smong them long bvefore the
Ghost Dance aroge smong the northsrn Plains $ribes. It ocon-
teined all of the basio elementa of a prophetic cult, and wes
incorporated in their Sun dance.

Bacause of the srushing defeat #hu Oomanohe suffered st
the hands of the troops ot Adode Walls, Texss, the cult
leader was discredited. When the hysterias &f the later Ghost
Dance cult came, the Comanche ware imaune to 1% a8 a result
of their eariier exporicnaa.l

The later Ghost Dence wes based on the beliefl that L%
would leead to the downfall of the white usurpers and bdrimg
back the buffalo and the departed Indisn ancestoras, all
the tribes would opopsrate sand warfare would cesss betwesn
wiht.ﬂ Smohalla, a« Nex Porce, was the imnovator,

The ©ld hugting and war societies whish had begome
meaningless since they had lost their vital functions comnected
witk %the foed gquest, the pratnetien of the tribal camp and
warfare, and the invocation of the. mp&mhnlstﬁra now :
discarded.

WDlnae and

1 E. Aﬂannen Hoabel, "The Comanche §
wipn , 43, 1941,

Messianic Outbresk of 1873," Amarisan
ppt 303"395‘

Alexander Lessar, "Cultural Significence of the Ghost

Dence,” aAmerican Anthrepologiat, 35, 1935, p. 109,

3 Norman D, Humphrey, "A Charscterization of Certain
Plains Associations,” American Anthropologist, 43, 1941, p. 435,
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The deslining significance of the role of the Indian men
has been accompanied by = rise in the status of wemen. ‘The
men have besn drifting from the center of tribal oculiture. Whereas
formerly the chief intsrest of the tribe centersd on the glories
of the hunt and warfare with the men playing the ohief roles,
now both military and provider roles have been taken awﬁy.l —
Therefore, the women have been less disturbed by the disintegra-
tion 8f the alﬁ gulture than have the men, who are turaing mare
and more to the smoking of peyote and its sceompanying religious

sult, in eorder to escape from the inglorious ?zegant,g

SUMMARY

In the pre-Borass Plains era the sse¢endant tribes on the
nerth were sedentary village Sicuans, such as the Hhmdan, Crow,
and Hidstsa. In recent historical times the. n@madie Blazkraot
apread Algonquian traits, as d4id thn Arapahe and Cheyenne of the
Central Plains after they became buftu&aﬁhnniquwi !@rmnfxy, 1n e
the middle Pleins area the village Sicuans (Missouri, Quapaw;.r
Ote, Omeba, etc,.), the Caddoan Pawnee and Wichita, had been the

imporsant tridbes. Another group of iribes were driven out of

1
Margaret Mesad ﬁn Culture et an Im an
%rzhaiséabw York: Galu&h! U y TAES 3ZT, pp. 26,
2

bid., p., 87. CIf'. LaBerre westmn, "The Peyote Cult,”
Yele Univerasity Publications in Anthropology, IXX, 1938,
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the territory of the Southwest Plains by new horsemen warriors,
the Comanohe and Ute, who had been (Great Pasgin pre-horse peoples.
The Lipan Apache were expelled from the Southwest Plains of the
United States, ss were many allied tribes, into the Mexican
mounteins and refuges to the south.

The buffalo-horse complex with its attendant travois,
tipi, lance, and shield are Plains culture traits. Others are
institutionalized horse-raiding, the Sun dence, and superb
horsemenship.

Among these peeple, s0cial values bescame more material-
istie; spoliation through rafiding, pillaging, and slaving led
to eculture waste, and did muoch to dissipate the energy derived
from the improved teohnclogy. Coneentration of the food supply
irn & amell ares made possible the c¢lustering of the populastion
and increased tribal cohesion., The esvolution of the tribal
society from a loosely-knit informal group to a highly co-

ordinate body marked the deginning of a congruent political or-
ganization: tﬁife was a rising autoorsecy, & decline in democratic

procedure es military lesdership bscame the rule in the warring

tribes.

f';:Lxro!haugua untbwé§fqﬁﬂheribod. Less freedom of exproes-
sion to the individual 1nAhia intra~tribal contacts manifested
itsell through am interminable conquest against other tribes

and through verious institutionslized perversions such as the



Bun dance tortures. .

I._éé the last analyeis, the m&aal'?%mﬁ onliure was
unique becauss of the sseimilation of various traits brought
into the area by the many culiure groups.

81
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APPENDIX I

Jhe Medicine Wheel

A very old and worn travois trail which is visible
several miles away leads to a broad shoulder on the west side
of the Big Haxn.l The Indians ¢all the formstion of stones
found there the "Medicine Whesl" because of the mystery which
surrounds it. There are tweniy-eight spokes lesding out from
the center of the wheel-shaped formatiom. 'The space at the hub
appears %o be the space left for the Sun lodge center pole,

The whole ascheme--ipcluding the "lobely" lodge (where
the medicine lodge-mekers received inatructions), the "alter",
and a bleached buffalo skull--resemdbles the 0ld Cheyenne Sun
lo&gowg 0lder Cheyennes know it well as a traditional Arapaho-
Cheyenne ceremonial site of around 1860. Tradition says that
one-half the group sat on the south of the ledge, the other hslf
on the north. The two peoples had heen friendly ever since
their meeting west of the Black Hills some time before."

Wheels have been found alse in Big Horn Cenyon below
Fort €. ¥. Smith and in northern Wyoming near the Cheyenne trail
used by Tongue River Indtians when they visit the Shoshoni near
Fort Washaki.®

1 George Bird Grinnell, "The Medicine Wheel," American
Anthropologist, 24, 1932, p. 305,

2 1bid., p. 300.
3 Ipsd., p. 308.cf. Ruth Pulton Bemedict, "The Vision in

Plains Culture," %gerican Anthropologist, 24, 1922. The Cheyenne
were atill near the Dakota and Hidatsa in 1B5C. (p. 6).

4 1vid., p. 310.
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AFPEHDIX 11

Origin of the Harth lodge

The Muskhogean and Cherokee "hot house" was pimilaer
to the Mandan earth ledgs, except that the laiser haed a amoks
hole and & waktle and daud top dressing, whereas the former hed
a dressing of earth.l

The Navajo clreular earth "hogan™ resembles that found
among Carolinean tribes amd peoples te the North.2

The Mandan esarth lodge was carried north from the lower
Mississippi Valley.® Linton says that ".,.(the) earth lodge
was & feature of a very old Nerth American cultural stratum and

1ts ultimate origin may have besn Asiatte,"? N

1 Balph Linten, "The Origis of the Earth lLodge,” American
Anthrepologist, 28, 1924, pp. 249851, ]

® v, p. 854
3 1vid,, pp. BBE-25T7.
4 Ibiﬁ" ?t 357.




APPENDIX IIX 7

A Population Swudy

Expansions in power and territory were scoompenied by
expansions ip yﬁyulatian;i A yariwﬁiai sgonomie prosperity’
soncomitant with the ta@xﬁaa@ﬁ trade due to the introdustion
of the horse snd the gun seems %o have stimulased geographical
expansion and g@i&kemuﬁ f&#ﬁiliﬁg‘raﬁaag wgtg*&;minishigg re~
:“%urn&’iﬁ dbuffale and fur bégﬁa sbous 1880, the population also
“saamsﬁ so ahr&mxi %

fiowsver, she sevgr% eyiﬁamia& of amally@x in 1780, 1838,
and 18866 drastically desimated all tribes. Wissler considers
smallpox effeots less ﬁgxiena than the sulture shsck thiak
followed collapse of the burffalo-hunting sconomy (in the late
1800%a)., He slso mentions that the Oros Ventre were ruined
by the epidamic of 1780, Subsequently they were dominated by
the Assialboine {wbass,ﬁaxzﬁam.tattl population was reached in
1830), iﬁa in turn were broken by the disastrous pex, which
giva%éicﬁndanay %0 the Cree (whuse pauk population was reached
about 1l§6e

| tiaslar believes thet the population optimum of the

4 clark ¥isaler, "Plains Indisn Population,” Yale

Univerei ty Puddications im Anthrepology, 1, 1936, p. 19.
Wisslsr, ';gféw;‘%§ §u§~£§§% States, (New York:
oiha 0 s Pe 9‘3. He 8ayas,

Doubleday, Doran and Cof ;
*Smalipox made the sdvianee o the frantiar easy. It was the
shite man's most deadly weapon.” _ '
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Pilains %ribes was raach&é in 1809, wi%h A dﬁu&it? oL 18.8 p&r

square mile achieved, nunder the older e@an&my."l"g

£ 1b4d., p. 10. It was in an area of 220,000 sq. mi.

, s Weak tribes were destroyed in olden Qaye when predatory
werfare was practiced. Reaervation life has seved them from
ﬁrahable axﬁ nction. (p. 19)
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