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INT?0DUCTION

From a critical point of view, the works of Henry
Tielding have recelived abundant examination at the hands
of a longs line of distingulshed writers. However, I knoi
of no one who has written in any detail of the satire con-
tained in the novels. There have been nany who have men-
tioned that the novels do contain satire, but on the whole.
the mejority of peopie writing'on Fielding have been nore
interested in his abllity to draw characters or his genius
in organizing a plot. Many have turned to what they thought
was a crude or low side of Flelding and have attempted to
interpfet his work in the light of a Victorian or a holier
than thou veln, but in most instances, with the exception
of Jonathan Wild the Gréag, his satire has been brushed

aside with a passing corment.

To Scott and Thackeray, Mlelding was disreputable
and to Ruskin he "licked his chops over nastiness." But
Byron calls him the “prose Homer of Human Nature" and

Coleridge said, "Upom my word, I think the Oedipus Tyrapnus,
The Alchemist and Tom Jopes the three most perfect plots
1

ever planned."”

w—

Iy, P. Willocks, A_True Born Englishmen, pp. 275-276.




While these and all the other -um;mmi‘.s:ta be found
a:.*e of great interest there are rew“eomsent‘s to be found on
the vast amount of sa,tira to ds faumi in E‘iez.&ing’a novels,

Since this peaper concerns itmlf uﬁh the satire in
Fealding's m&vela parlmpa the best pm ‘t0 begin the dis~
eussion is with a dafiniﬁian ot vw 18 m&nt by satire. TYor
“this reagon the Tirst part of my pape!‘ w devoted to a dis-
'anasion of the mesening of aatm, Hext 1 Mve given a short
| history of satm', in »cmtear. to show thg, thant place thet
_satire has held in the hisf.m of literature, In presenting
©thits history I have tried to estsblish the fact that satire
is divided into two schools, that of Horace and that of Juvenal,
In doing this I have attempted to give exsmples of the works
of the various satirists to show that these twé types of
satire have been found existing alomg-side of each other
from the origin of the schools on through Skelton to Swift
end at last to Fielding himself, o

The second chapter is a smhat hnsthy surmary of
the four novels to be discussed. In ﬁxia egap!:er I have
taken each novel and given an all-over picture of the satire
to be found in it. I have also discussed the characters and
cormented on the various aspeets of construction, but in the
main I have tried to draw a ,@enaralizatim ‘about the main
fomtures of the satire. o | ,; |

After this ..g,enaml‘ discussion of the novels I have
attenmpted to determine what MFiem’ing thene‘at ef the people



and socisty around i:im. In order to do this I have gone %o
each of the novels and tried to analyze his feelings t{m&rﬁ
ministers, lawyers and doctors. The next and last diyision
that I have made is in his sttitude toward the city life ds
compared to rurel 1ife, Of course, with Fielding high sow
eiety was. usuall:y c:usy ufe, while t-he ruatic, as 8 mln,
repmema Jow. mciotm

Fiem:ng ‘was not one to zuage on. the surface of thine;n; |
but rammr he p}m’hed deeply into the inmer workings of m ’
and mhmeat‘n the outside cover a human being. He had a ﬂ
regard ror the Mﬂam and almost a raaioal soclal out-—r
look toward the matmnt of the classes. :

Furthermore, he had a deep hatred of hypocrisy and
affoctation and could see with keen humor the ridlculous
situations that resulted when man assumed qualities that 1
did not befit nim. It hes been my aim, then, to show this
characterintle of Fielding, But while Fielding saw and
strongly demounced “the glaring evils of the times," he
had gentesl and cempassionate feelings for the struggle Ar
mankind against the forces of evil.

I have also given examples of the technigue he uses
in developing his satire, a technique of contrest. When
Fielding tells us what he dislikes in his sooiety he tells
us also what he dops like, for in all of his novels he gifgés_



exanples of the good with exemples of the bad.

Flelding, then, vac a man vho had a genius for seeing
into the inmost ‘workings of humanity, who saw and demounced
the evils of his dsy, vho showed the pood as well as the bad,
but above all he was a man who never despaired of mankind,

He » looked oﬁ, the faultzs of man mtﬁ corpassion and under-
standing .



wmx |
The Meaning and History of Satire

It is not .easy to put into exact words a precise
definition of literary forms, for one form shades off inte
 another. It 1s well kmown, for oxample, what 1s meant by &
lyric, but 1t 1is often difficult to determine whether a
glven poen showld ba oalled a lyric or not,

Perhaps om could not do-better than to begin with
e definition that belongs to an age when satires as separats
productions were a living and vital form of literaturs im
England. This ‘ﬁz;;,m';v;?ohman’s definition: "'«u.ga» poem in
which wickedness or folly is censured.”



The Oxford Dictionary gives this definition:
.+»in early use a discursive composition in verse treit-
ing of a variety of subjeete: in classical use, a poem
in which prevalent follies or vices ars asssiled uith
ridicule or with serious denunciation,
But, the Oxford tells us, an extension of meening is sanctiioned
by general usage, "the ultimate arbiter of correctnoss, " and it
is therefore pointed out that: B
«s»+58tire has been used from the 3eventaam$h century
in its wider sense to include the employment in sgaak
ing, as well as in writing of sareasm, irony, ridicule,
ete., ln denouneing, exposing or aeri&ing vice, folly,
abuses or evils of every kind,

Oné might say as does Richard Garneét,z that satire
in 1ts literary aspect may be defined as the expression in
adequate terms. "of the sense of disgust or emusement exelted
by the ridieulous or the unseemly, provided that the utterance
is invested with literary form."™ The genékal ailm end end of
satira,iﬁaail %111y5maintains, is to show the incompatibility
between traditionel moral standards and actual ways of living.

| True satire doubtless contains the important features
of all of these definitions. True satire could be all that
Garnett wants and at the same time show the incompatibility

between traditionel norsal standards and actusl ways of living.

20, Smeaton, Epglish Satires, p. xv.

3Lecturer»in the Faculty of English Cambridga Bhiversity
and author of T ighteenth ronn




But Middleton. muﬁy* brings in another qualification an#
asserts that hatnour is a d4istinctly raocgﬂzable elsment

of true aatire& anﬁ ‘that without humour, it beoamaa 1nvaat1ve,
Howeverg I bel‘lavei with Garnett, that satire may partray
"either d;isgua'k er humour and that the disgust which ﬁw ,
author ahm m beg anﬁ probably is; & sincere eondmmﬁltm
of his saeiety& an ontstanding exanple of satire of. tm.a ”
type may bs rwud in the lucid and texrse satire ct Swirt,

vho almost constantly belittles and conderms hunand £y m B
satiric denmiuﬂan of a writer burning with 1nﬁ1mt1&n

at some social wrong or abuse 1s capable of reaching the very
highest lml of nmatum, as it does in the ocase of chawar
and in the cese nt’" Swift. The writings of a satirist of this
type, and to an mmt of every satirist who touches on the
social 'aspentﬁ zri‘*”'“13.:»3-,!E prasené-' a picture more or leas

vivid, though perhnps not impartial, of the age to vmieh he
belongs, ef th& aan, their mamners, fashichs, tastes, and
opinionss L
mmw s in
of the satirist 'ssys;

He prafwazs to awaken and direct your love,,
pity, your kimdness, your scorn for untruth
pretensm, imposture, your tenderness far &m




weak, the poor, the oppresseﬁ, the unbeppy: To
g e, L
~of life, (

Begardless of the method of" atta‘bk,, di‘agust ‘or humor,
the sati.rist accomplishes his pw:pose by merenco to an idesl,
Satire 18 bassd on contrast. The satiritt 1!! angagad in
measuring the aberration from the ‘.Mml@ m amﬁun,
kwwever, is-all on one side for the aatirist dm not hold
a midale paint of wvantage. In an ldeal sem ha mmt in
spite of this position remasin cool, for his wuﬁty is pPre-
dominantly 1ntelleetual. It 18 true that h!«a 1&6&1 of re-
ference is framed in accordance with his emw.ans, but the
measurement of the aberration from it is‘; in tM fdeal ‘sense,
an arra.ir of unbiased caloulation, The wﬂdn ot ‘the
satirist should be suppressed and concea}.ed; ﬂn smportment
of the lampooner or the thundering er the pmoher is im-
poasible for him, for his appesl is to the ratiomal part of
man,. He 13 engaged in a demomstration, and his aim 1s sc to
arrange the facts that his heerers, in npito af themselves,
ares driven to refer them to his own ideqllﬁ

The strength of the satirist 1ie§,v then, in employw-
ing his verbel armory for humorons or indigwant attacks
npén the faults of society. These raults' miy be faults de-.
ssrving censure, whether superficial or dm—-lying. The

satirist of importance does not waste m of bis foroe



upon. transient foibles; his work muat be unimsal. It

'must trgnscan& the limita of its own perioé m virtm of

its trueh to human nature. Themes like monay arxd sex:.

- whiﬁh are amozxg the nonstau% objects of setirei are 88

vital taw ‘a8 they were in Rom or i.n ei@zomth century

" AEnglanﬁy ‘But things like local politiaa or Son _}grmigés

'dit u:tt.h mair time, e o

| Sﬁ,ma many satirlsts thmt&gh the osntnries have tran-
sgzendad i;he&r own periods, satire mg been rez:ked as one of

;"’-the cardiml divisions of literature. Ita ’pesition as such,
| mum, 1s due rather to the fact of its hav‘lng ‘béen so
,regar&ed 'emong the Roms, than from 1?.3 m Mrinsic i~
portanoo., Unt.ll the elosing éw&des of tha aﬁ.@teenth centn:ry —
when the’ claasles were esteemed exr parammt suthority as
' models ... satire proper was accorded a dcﬁ;xitg Dlace in
lstters, and was distinctively cultivated by men of genius
as a braneh of literature. It might be wise st this point
t0 examine qeme of the history of satirf in sﬂer ‘to gain e
) background mﬂ insight into the impornﬂee of satlre in the
nmm world

. The anrnest cultivators of the arﬁ were probably the
xéién with a y’iavance, ‘or as Garnett says, "The efrpers and
 fault finders of the olan. w5 ;

Saee. th@ &rticle written by Gernett on "Satim" in the En-
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The first att.enpté me, in all probability, merely: personal
lampoons . againat thoae they disliked or &1rtere& frm¢ Satin _
was evident in the _ntprature of Creece, and Garnett olaims

for the Graeks the mébur of elsvating satire from an mt:wn
ment of private animﬁsity to an element of public matter, the -
high point ‘being tho wma&iaa ot Aria‘hophanes.. But m -
rather than &-m ii m&lly thm!@t of as the hm ot
ancient satirm Mntillan claims it aﬁegathw Lor hia
countrymen 1n the wm'és, "Satira tota nostm est."® But
regardless of Qninmian‘s olaim, it 1s amongst the Romans,

with t}mir dac;: Mcn mﬁeuenﬂ and powerful socm "
sense, that satim hawma one of the dardinsl ﬂivisim

of lit.eratum, " _ ,. .

The nms ef mrace (65«8 B. C.) and Juvenal (60-140 A.D.}
are two very t ones in the history of satire, this. .‘m-»
portame lying 1n thu imt‘luenoe they had on }ater aatirists..

It is in these m Man satirists that the two mst preva}nnt
types of sati.‘m in m ei@mumth emw have had their roota.

Horace :n n1s wrkn demonstrated that satire could be
potent and 1ncis$:ve withcmt relianecs upon 1ndignatiom ana
venom. The truth, m an untasty one, can be told with q,i
amile: |

85, . chmberun,w Pe 13,
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I madness mrks mistak:en search for gein
And é.bs.ng the ooptrary is good and-sane,
Belleve me, far moré screwy is the heaé
;Of a mxii:us going in the red
3 a bond in any way
Whish ynu,,, 8 da’b“hor, never can ropay )
His at.titnﬁa t.mrd nfa, as a spectator and a erit-ia ‘
of that nre, 18 eviﬂsnz in all of his works, Threnghnut 911,.‘
by a pravamng spﬁ'&t or genimty and teiurame taar& Y, - :
human merraeﬁm, aaraea without seeming too owimxy N
to pmeh or dem : mw"macm in poimiing out to an um&
soclety the mere’ em]lemt waYs | | L
Gonm to the gbntla mathod of Earaeo. J’uvenal wﬁm

w:'tth

because angar empais m. m world around him te
‘abuaes; evilw: t‘hmﬂam

at lyihg

If a baox 1: bag\,, ;t ean't praise 11:, nor ask for
4t everywhere?

I know not the: mbtiom of the stars: and

I will not and cammot promise

The death of a father: and never have I looked
into the entrails of frogs.

Let others take ©0:a vdta m notes that her
lover sends her,

And know what hii m ist

Nobody shall be d $hief

\By my aids ‘apd far,tese reasons, a companion
~ to no one at m... '

Prorassealn wmthing done anﬁ felt by man is to
provide him with mter.tm and make up for the farrage of

. 1. Tadk £I3, "Stolc Harangue" from the trmh%
i';"wm of Letin, Harvard University, pp. ZBO-243,

Bmvenax w translated by Miriam De Ford, pp. 89-106. -
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his writings. .mvem lashes out at the capricioné cruelty of
mistress to slave, :the immoral woman end the vman who parades
her learning by mrevly quoting Virgil. He bitteriy attacks and
denounces aﬁe‘&' delinquencies as infidelity, amours with glad-
iatara and mﬂm of legitimte motherhood. mriam De Ford s

t Cip a1 sim Satirea, afm;a-a tnte
_Thé ‘most famous are thé third {mitatsoa
“in his "Lendon"}; the ai a

__ ;wm; and the tenth, on “yanity
: nan - w * The "of the fourteenth Sﬂtim
dealing wﬁh the eﬁueat ‘of children 1s also cele-

brated

Indeed there ia 11%1@ that does not meet with the whip of -
Juvenal's satirt. ma m‘bnst ma ﬁm demciation of hmiby
1s totally different from that af Horecs, who was nel1ow and
compassionate | human faults. Fmanal had 1ittle or m
compassion, m mm reroeity is oomparable to the remsa«
lessness of ﬂw aa"tire of Swift,

The M&M warld, inexhaunstible in the eapaeity and
relish for abnag 8 mn of rude laughter and humeur - pmt
to meke a Jest. ef tha priest, and, for all its ohivaln', »
catalogue the toablea Of women -~ had the satirieal spirit inm
abundange. m m mtanding exanmples of sativists in medieval
England are ehancar and Iancland They typify the two classes
of satire aisousaaa m the followers of Horace and the followers
of Iuvenal. Ineuoﬂ, it is pessib}.o to roeognize the m strains
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through the whole course of English literature. The school
of Horace 1s amply represcnted in Chaucer, Donne, Harvell,
Addison, Fielding, Arbuthnot, Young and Goldsmith, while
langland, Skelton, Lyndsay, Dryden, Pope, Churchill e.nd
Johnson are represenmive of those m assailed "'vicée and
crime in the manner et Iuvenal. J

Langliand is a mé wirld-weary dreamer, who SOTTows
over the vice, the ahuaes, and the aneial misery ef his tima,
. finding, as he says, ne comfort in any of his sumﬁndings
for all is Christian 1nz_ nane only. Contrasted with this is __
the humorous brightneaa,the leughter, end the 1lizht of the
surroundings aasooiated hwlt’n his great ﬂcantemporar}, Chaucer.
His satire, like Mntﬁorace; is kindly and quaint and not
bitter and fiery like that of Langland and Juvemal. Chaucer
 raps his age over the knmkles for its faults and foibles,
but while he dves’ 3.1: ‘he 18 genial and pleasant. :

John Skelton (1400-1529), more than any of his predecessors,
might be called the first professiomal satirist. With his caustic
pen, he followed the path of Juvenal. He touched all the 1lls of
his time, both high end low. His position in the chureh, &
clergyman, 4id not mtrn:ln him from eriticizing tliat institution.
' His poenm, : :» 18 a general satire of .

eccleslastics. He chatges the clergy with idleness amd
‘greed: the sheep ave mnfed, but the wool is gathered from

them:
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Yet ta ce they cures of soules,
And woteth mever what they rede,
Pater noster nor crede;
C-unstm# not worth a whystla

ether Gopel nor Pystle;

Theyr Mattins nadly sayde

Hothing devoutly prayde;
Their learning is so small
Their prymes and houres fal

And lepe out of thelr 8 o
Like sawdust or drye chippes,
Yhy Come Ye Mot to Court? 1s directed against'the'greateat

member of the order, Wolsey. It dwells upon the haughtiness
of ‘olsey, in contrast with hls humble origin, and finally
Skelton consigns the cerdinal to Hell with the comvietion
that he will keep the flends too busy to attend to other mor-
tals:

God save hia noble grace,
And grant him a place
Endlesse to dwell

With the devyll of helll
Jor, and he werc there
We nede never feere

Of the ‘fendys blake;

For 1 undextake

He wold so brag and crake
That he wolde thn make
The devyls tO queke...

«ses8nd get hell onlgyer
r N

At his own desyer.
In John Donpme (1573-1631) we have another example of
the school of Horace. In his 3atire IV, he atiacks the court

and tells of a man he met who wes clad in a Jerkin whiech onoe

, English Poets, Vol. II,

10
J. Skelton, ¥Yorks,"Why Come Ye Mot to Court?”, p. 78.
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had been violet and 1is now "teem-taffaty." "This ~t;13.ng,.-;’ as
Dorme oont’enp‘iioksiy' calls him, has travelled and speaks e.ll _
tongues,, yat speazm no langusge:

He knows wm 1wee~ wm; and by what poison

Hastes to. @n otrice's reversion;

He knowa m hath gold his 1and. and now doth beg

A license, old iron, bagfs, shoes and egg~~ :

_AShen;s o, mmawrt....

% The- perioé 9:? the Rmtion produood nemy aatiristas
This pariaaﬁwlth its religlous vigpur, 1ts parliamsnta:s*wur,
and its camnars amn Roundhe&ds was fertile ground mr t!w
growth er satirm ) Durin.g this periud we have the ri.ae af ’tha
schcal of JMI, with nen like Jokn Aldhelnm and Samuel

Butm .

Bnt 011 these vriters of the period simply yrﬂpw
the way for the man who is often regarded as the yaateat
satirist of. B,nslisb literature. As wntsbury says, "png.
epoch of Jolm ﬁrydan has been rittingly styled the Golm
Age of Engliﬁh Sai‘.ire rel2 Legouis and C‘azamlan in meking
of this periud saa' that the Elizabethan period. m perhnpa‘
richer, mmm*imlly speaking, in certain types of satirioel
compcaitian, "but the true perfection, the efflorescetice of
the .‘wng-growing plant, was reached in that cra which extended
from the pnbl‘ieat.idn of Dryden's Abgalpm {1681) to the issue
of Pope's W (1?42)."13

oG, Dormne,. The Comple
12¢, Saintahwy 1ife of
131egouls and Cozamlan,
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Indeed it is duripg this sixty-year period that we have the
works of Dryden, Swift, Defoe, Steele, /ddison, Arbuthnot
and Fope. But all of these except Steele and ~ddison were
followers of Juvenal.

%Yhile satire is preseut in nearly all of Fope's verse,
there are certain conpositions which are outStanding,“among
them his Satires and the Dungied. The Satlres are written
in opposition to Sir Robert ¥alpole and display a deep bittere
ness toward alpala's policy. 48 Minto puts it, "we see
gathered up in them the worst that was thiought and sald about
the goverunment and court party wvhen uen's miﬁds wore heated
alaost to the point of c¢ivil var."14 In the Prologue and
Epilosue are contained some of the 10st satirie portraits
drawu by fope.

For caustic bitterness, sustained but polished
irony, and nerciless sarcastic nallee, the char=-
acters of .Atticus, bufc, and Sporus have never
been surpasged in phisliterature of politieal
or soclal critiecisnm,

Defoe is worthy of mention, if for no other work than his
satire, "The True Dorn Irclishman.” T ridicules the Englich as

a nongrel of races--~"Your lonmanelaron-Lanish-liorman«~Ingslishnan.™

14
W. Linto, chargcteristics of Enplish Poets, p. 158,
155, saintsbury, Life of Dryden, p. 30.
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In me work he attacks the peerage by mnabnng the bastard
sons ar Charles II and Hits at the ummanmbh mupnoatim
of sects:

In their religion they are So wne'‘vm - 1&
That each man goees his own byway to Haav'a

A Tnare 1s, howaver, no ‘other Engﬁ.s‘h mm ia whom the
satiris element, founded by Juvemal, is 85 iomd
S\vittﬁ Kis three primipal warks, 1 the B

tha lahm reaches the apex or bitter dmiat&nn of humanity
.’m the perSOn of the Yahoosn. o

There is the widsst possible dimmee betnan satire
a3 it was practised by Suift and setire es §¢ ia duna in
Tmﬁmn and Staalm In them iz no trace of the ferocity and
virdlence found in Swift. Addison's &mmt‘i&n- of a bsau's
‘haad, and or | csogquette's heart oould harw be mwm in
pungency, but it is not virulemt or tmmdm Parhaps the
harshest thing that Steele ever wrote was y:;ﬁen about the
sex, "whoss champlon it is his glory to have been” for nothing
80 'rnisodk his anger as the ocorruption of that which cught to
be good:

A coquette is & chaste jJilt, apd differs from a

common ompe, as & soldier, who is perfeot in exe ri
am, does from one that is actually in serviem

«“B.f nemg me Vio  “The Trus Born Englishman,”

Pp. 91~ |
175, 1. Bredwold, R, K, Root, G. Sherbnrn, Mﬁ@m
Frose, p. 75. |

L
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It is ami‘mg these men, Defve, FPope, Swift, Addimon
end Steele that we ﬁnd Henry Flelding (1707-1754) witing
his mveia, And; it 1s here in Fielding, the rﬁmr of
the tra&i:tiems of mrams, that we find a satire t!wh is
cutting but at ﬂz same time kind and wmﬂﬂm.



c&mn
Amm ﬂuutmw

) Mthhtmlmva 1oek:ad at mmmwof satire and
""wseﬁ the two schpols of tznght and the. vartom followers
ar‘ mch sehoal we oan turn to Kmy Meléing and ‘the nature

Mﬁet as satire.

T &o0a insight into what ﬁelmg mugnt or satire

and az‘ the Job of a satiriat is axprsssed .‘m a mrl: he
"emm mula of his friend Hogarth:

I ésteam the ingenious Nr, Hogarth aa one
of the most usefnl Satyrists any Age hath
zh‘z:dmed. "In his excellent Works you sée
delusive Soens exposed with all the
Force of Humour, and, on cas your ms

~



on another Picture, you behold the dreadful
and fatal Comsequence. I almost dare affirm-
that those two Vorks of his wvhich he,calls
The Reke's and the Harlot's Progress, are
calcvlated more t0 serve the cause of Virtue
and for the Preservation of liankind, than
all the Folip{g of Morality which has ever
been written.~

Fieldinz's feeling that the most useful satirist

presents a true picture of the vices and evils around him
and portrays the dreadful consequence of those evils and
vices is obvious in this comnent. ” “

- In one of his plays, Flelding tells what he thinks
are thé fit s#bjegts of satire. Although two of his characters
discuss this tcpié@ they certainly express Fielding's thought,
for thess very topics can be found in all of the nrovels.

2nd Flsyer: ™dhat subjects would you write on?"

1st Player: "Why Bo subject at all, Sir; dut
I would have a humning deal of
‘satire, and I would repeat in every
page that courtiers are cheats and
don't pay their debts, that lawyers
are rogues, physicians blockheads,
and ninisters are...”

2nd Player: ™What, what, Sir?"

1st Player: ™Hay, I'11 only name them, that’s 19
enouch to set the awdience a-hooting.”

In another of his plays he has his character say:

«ee.S00ner than to extract gold from him, I would
engage to extract religion from a hypocrite, honesty

18G, M. Codden, Henry Fieldins, A Memoir, p. 369.
19Henry Fielding, "The Historlecal Register for 1736," (II,1.),
The Comnleta %bgkg of H, Fieldines, Esq,




from & la.er, hgslth from & physielan, sincerity
from a courtier.

The preface to Jogeph Andrews gives a good insicht into

the source of Fleldinz's satire, He tells us:

For as vanity puts us oﬁ affecting false characters, .

in order to purchase applause; so hypocrisy seta us

on an eadeavour to avoid censure, by ¢ongealing our

vices under an appearance of their oppesite virtues.
It is evident from this that the type Of satire to be found
ii#.Fialﬁing,ia an expose of the evils and vices he sew in his
‘e?eryﬁay 1ife and thet these ills ara‘eauagﬁﬁby arffectation
which in turn prooceeds from ome of two aausaé: vanity or
nypooriay. - :

* This, then, is what ome would exphht,ioffind, and doss
find, as the source of Flelding's satire and the type of
people that Fieldimg hes his players mentien as ihe fit sub-
Jects for satire, are the very subjegts‘taat he uses im sll
of his novels. Each of his works eohtainé the insincere
courtier, the dishonest lawyer, the blockheaded physicians,
and the religbus hypocrite. , -

In addition to these members of professional groups,
Fielding also speaks vehemently of the evils of the city and
the clty duﬁilar. He draws a sherp line of distinction

20Henry Fielding, "The Lock Doctor,” (IX, 5), Horks.



bewean ‘the xmspoi}.ed rural dweller and the affaem,
Olinﬁiﬁed nrban dweller. He makes it plain in Me pmfama
; pm Jones, that he "inclination is mthar t& tho mam
lm lower classes” than to 'the highost life vmich ‘he seys,
. “pz‘aaénts very ﬂttle E‘&W or xnmtas.mvﬂ He pon-
| tm&s with a biting remark regarding the “"high Frenoh and
I‘B&u&n senming" whiah he bo.nww waﬂ.s tha city dweller.
:V’l'hia ia positive avmemca af where he. t - ome wiu easily :
ﬂaﬂ "atfoetatinn and vim, . ) |
| It is prinarily, them, with thase shaxp -a1stinotions
"“"’MB by Fiﬂldtng beﬁmen the claa“a ot mintx, ‘homn the
aity and rn:m.’t people, and with tbe mim pxsmatm that
,th:is pw is primarily mtomtud -~ But um»» ;:raouﬁing
with thia aiviaitm of rialdinz'a saskire, kt us BtoD . and
».;Innk at the four ‘novels to be eomi,darad, ia'& Mu- ﬁu get
a semral viaw and all-over pictm of ench mcl‘

Joseph Andrews®2 is the first of rleum*s attempts
n‘t e satirical novel. The chief reason bahiaa the pubnﬂhing

of it was the publishing of Fagela. 23

ﬁiﬁgx iha mle diaemion on tople aee the preface to Flelding's

ve

22. pio1aing's Tirst novel was published in ez,

23, It eould be =aid that Flelding's reason for nbnshlng
Androws was economic. The Licensing Aet of % ended
career as a lamiohe ahd foreced him to find another vahiala
_for his writ Howsver, between the end of his plays and
the pudblishing of his novel there apneaz-eé a great deal of
work in periodicals and pmhlets. ulsc turned to the
study of law at this time, -



~ Richardson cane eui in 1749 vith his “hi'gstur;' of Pamela
and stated‘thai the éﬁjeet of the novel waé’ho tééc% "religion
and mnrality in =o easy and agreeable nannar as shall render
thm equ&lly dalightmi and profi‘bable.s" But to Henry Fielding,
;Mgnggg,waa an “essay 1n vulgaritvaor santiment and morality
, .a.like~~which hes never been surpasse&. “To Pielding, whom
W Es anlay calls "a geholar ard a gentxgnan of the worlg, 4
ggggzgnwas & new-fangled bleerd of sentimen$al.priggiahncss and
obvious unreality. In,*ggggg, he peroelveé affbﬁatien, He
‘also saw artootatian in the axnassive praise of it on the
partsar the puhlic; Accordingly, his sonsa “of the "ridiculouaf
was nrunsed and fbund Vent 1n his firs% aatiridal novel,
" h Ag The beginning of the novei is elearly a

paro&y of Richardson, since Jeseph is- maroly a eariaatnre

of' his aister Pauela. Thet ranala. through all her triels,
caulﬁ reuliy hare cherishsa any arfoction for her unscrupulous
adninar seezied to Iielding to be a sentimental abgurdity, and
tha nnmr#eeﬂanted sucoess of the book aharpened his sense ar
'tha ridievlons. To ahow how nttarxy foolish the whole thing
was, Fielding decided to depilct a young man 1n sircumstances
of similar importunity at the hands of a aiasolute woman of
fashion. He takes ‘for his hera Pamele‘s brother Joseph, who
for the first ten chapters of the book goes fram bedroom seene

¥4y 1. cross, The History of Fenry Fielding, Vol. 2, p. 386.




to bedroon uceus probtecting his “Jcaeghéﬂdéﬂ."

Jut tho proeess of invention carried Fielding beyond
& meére perody and he now attempts, as he tells us, a novel
which "should be better end more true to 1ife" than Richardson's.
But dropping the setire of Richardsou does not mean that he
‘dropped the idea of satire entlrely. From the ridiculous in
Blchardson, he turned to the ridisulous urm.s om day, o
" reality, to the life around him. The novel then becomes The

It is mot without reason thet Fleoldinme added the name
of ir. Adams to tho title page, If he is 1ot the real hero
of the Bwk, he 15 undoubtedly the charecter whose fortunes
the reader follows with close interest. ‘vhether he ia smoking
his pipe, or losing his way while pcmdaria& a passage of
Greek, or greaning over the fatuities of the nan of fashion
in Leonora's story, or brandishing his famous crabstick in
. defense of Fanny, he 1s always the pame delightful mixture
of benevolence and simplicity, of credulity ,..ﬁﬂ of ienorance
of the world. Ilie lives upon aristotle’s wgg but he knows
nothing of the politics of his ovun deryy he is perfectly rfamiliar
with the citiss of ancient Greeee, but he knows nothing of the
city of london. He sets out to sell a m&aum of sernons

mﬂw fall ﬂlﬂ {3;1?6!& to nove]. vy Flem
hLd.. 168 AW & BGL T ana 3




which he forgels to carry with himj ond in a monent of
excitenent hc tosses into tlhe fire a translation of
Aegehylus vhich has cost him years to make. He glves
advice to Joseph on resirmation to the Divine ¥Will, but
he is overwhelmed with grief when his child is reported
to be drowned. He sSpeaks with profound wisdom upon marriage,
school dis-e-ipmé, feith and good works, but he is an easy
vietin to evaﬁ.:y I_’bgue he meats, and is willing to aecept
the good faith of Mr, Founce, or to give the benefit of
the doubt to Parson Trulliber, Regardless of his faults,
he has a native dignity that camnot be teken from hin,
As he appears in the pages of the novel, in his shart great-
coat and his ragged cassock, with his 0ld wig and battered
hat, a clel;ma.n wvhose social position is hardly ebove that
of a footman, he is a far finer figure than Lady Booby or
any of the other so-celled "great people™ in the book,

The novel is, as Digeon says, & choracter novel rather

than a nojzel of ‘action.as The story abounds with character

gketches from that of Parson Adems to that of lips, Slipslop.?'v
liext to Iarson isdams=«though of a very different sort-sshe
is perhaps the most intercsting character in the novel. With

her easy changés from servility to insolence, her sensuallity,

263ee A, Digeon, The Novels of Fieldinz, p. 78.

27The names Fielding uses for his characters are ustally very
expressive; Slipslop, Miss Grave-airs, Peter Founoe, Blue~
skin, Tow.wow, and Lady Booby are just a few,
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."e&nd hey 4istorted vocabulary, she adés"ﬁmprr and lifelike
ireality., - Peter Pounce, too, with hi’ﬂ dialogue on charity;
Parson 'fru) liber with his hogs and his grea&y aispoaitiun,
Nrs. Tow=wouse the shrew, are pilctures rm lire as Flelding
“'-v-fanud it. ‘_

: Asida from thess more or less impo ort

& chamctsrs,
thcra m many minor ﬂgvmes which give nam&ng anple
apmtunity to give vent to hia sure mm m satire.
| 'Hoth‘;ng, fm' axmnplei can be more admirable than the am«
ferent mirestatiom of neanress mwn take plaoe u&eng.
‘the travellers of the atagﬂcaaah, When thn eoash comes
upon Joseph, who has been Tobbed of svery thing inoluding
h:ta elothes, lying neked and bleeding .‘m the diteh each
V—-paasengar has hils say. about the tmamn.t that should be
" afforded & "fellow-man in need.® There is Miss Grave-airs,
who protests : ﬁga:lnst fghe indgmoy of his entering the

‘yehlcle; there is the lawyer, who aﬂﬁééc”them the wounded
man ghould be taken in, not from any mmm motive but because
he is arram of being involved in legal ‘procesdings if thny
leave him to his fate; there is the wit, who seizes the
situation for a fagt round of double-entendres; and lastly
there is the coeachman, whose only concm 18 the shilling

for his fare, and who refuses to lemim of hls many
great~coats lest they "be made Bloody." Qengmsity and



fhﬁmna" motive are left for the postillion i&&“ who strips
.. orf his only outer garment, "at the same t‘im suaaring a
great Oath,” for which he is duly rebuked by the passengers,
- "that he would rather ride in his Shirt ali his life than
j&uffar e !‘nl&m—muﬁm to 11e in s0 nlatu’bie a Copditlion.”
” I‘iolﬁing azpmsea the epitome of hia utm in his report
that this lad "since haa been trmsporm far ra‘bbmg a
.m»most,'% " | | |
| Sthe Mak obviously wntaim a m.‘iﬂa ﬂf oha:ra;et:ers

who g!.ve Heming emple opportunity to rml hiz deey and
t.hcroueh knowledge of mnkinds No other mrk of Pielding’s
givaa a mller insight inte t.he actions and- mnnams of the
tme; .’m every chapter the author emsasm m distast.e for
the superﬁoial astions of the people of his day. The abundance.
of emmrs in this novel makes up life m melding saw it,
and as he says in the prcraco, he dsamm "not Men, but
“ Ilannm; not en Individual, dbut a Spaes.es.

" The next novel of Fielding appeared in. t!w ‘Mﬂ vol-

ume of The Miscellenies in 1742.29 Tnis mm wlm is

mﬁ Flelding, W p. 45.
3 _vigr] he Next end Jopeinan Wild

&5 95 of his boo)

were old cmiﬁm Frecments, rough

ke O Sne of shieh were printed m%rmt his mmng hed
the mc,ﬁnation or the time to revise or finish then. He

rigpidly emptied his drawers of anything vﬁah he could find
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-Jona gg; “iild the Cre at*w Under the name of a zzotarious
jthiefutakﬁr hanged at Ty%urn in 1725, Fielging has traced the
“Pmmsa af a Rogve to_the Cﬁllows.,“ 3&0@;1.31@ by innnm,rfmm

: sum:m cammants that the so-called greatness cf ‘a’'villain does
) mst mmrially differ frm any other kina Gf matnass, whieh
ia inaapement of goedaess.' The autho;' is cararul to explain
- thgt hia ﬂatim‘ in this bat.{kg is in no wiﬁe aimetaé a,gaimn
,‘;ganuim worthy He is far fm considering "Net te &8 1o other
ftnaa»ﬂnman Nature with 1ts Mask off,” but hé talnks "ve may

.be exeua«sa for suspecting, that the spleﬁdin palmss of the
Grgmt ate aﬂan 1o other than . Hewga‘!;e with ’&he }aa.sls: on. »31.
Thus J¢ i1 | ‘evt:isapmlange& saure t!pontmt
aoagallﬁ greatneas, in vhich hemmlanae, hﬁﬂ%ty, eimrit:y
and like virtues have no part. T o
“ ' The prototype of Flelding's Jcnathan Wilﬂ becasis notor-
'iﬁﬂn in Londoun betweer 1718 and 1725, &cquim an.evil reput-—
.a’cim and finally died on the gallews mﬁ greaﬁ publie




anplause. The many storics thot sprang vp alter his death
added to his monstrous reputation, and he had such great
influence on the popular nind that his name became synonymous
with the word evil, The connotation was continued in the
writing of the propagandlst of the Cpposition to ‘alpole.
Because of the conﬁotation of hls nane, the Opposition
writers tbunﬁ the aatirical coupling of Jonathen /ild and
the Prime Mimister an effoctive political device.® The
thief and the statesman'were parallsled fraqnen&ly. oinoe
Fielding was sympathetlc with the ideals, if mot the policiles
of the eppositiéag and since he had his owm grudge against
the statesman, a;gca;the:passing of the deensing.Ant. he
nade the usual att&ﬁk.on Walpole. The political satire in
Jonathan Wild, Ecwevef, hes en ethical, more than a partisan

basis,. Fcr‘Fieiding, Jonathen Wild stends for corething nore
fundsmental then a corrupt statesman; he is the personifieation
not merely of political but of ~eneral evil, To him, ild
symbolized the ﬁontliet between greatneaa and ~oodnesa,
Jonathen "Mld pcrsonifies grentness, “hnmas Heartfree boodneas.
Wild conduets a thoroughzolng campalgcn to rob, disgrace and
nurder Deartfree, whose resistance ls almost wholly passive,

In the ond 7114 gocs to the gallows and Heartfree rcturms to

gvar further diseuagéan of this see W, Irwin, The laking of
Jonathgn Wild, p. 22.
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a life of peace end prosperity.
| The action centers in the unsuoccessful attack of
greatness on uﬁaasertive but unconquerable goodness. Jonathen
Wild, as portrayed by Flelding, achieved a gmtnes.s} unparals
leled in history or romance. His ruling passion was m
insatiable asbition which robbed him of complacence and of'
heappiness, Nothing ever satisfied him but the whole. "ﬁa
truest Mark of Greatness," Flelding remarks, "is Imsatiabillty."
In one part of the book Wild, finding hMimself restless,
begins to reditate on ways and means of attaining greatness,
He considers mankind as properly diviged into two classes,
"thoée that use their Hands, and those who éemploy Hends,"
Of the second division, "the gamteel Part of Creatiom,” there
are those who employ hands for the general good and those who
employ hands for their own use and advantage. In the latter
group belong "Conquerors, abscluie Princes, Prime Ministers,
and Prigs." The degree of greatness depends solely upon the
nunber of handa. employed. Alexander was greater than one of
his captains only becauwse he headed a larger number of hands,
A prig wuld dbe as great as a prime minister if He had as many
tools, Accordingly, Wild determines to assemble a gang which
will rob for him and whioh he will conmtrol by judicious hanging
and transporting. %With this resolution begins his ascent to
real greatnesa, |
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For the pwauit of greatness nature had endowed wiia
with nany gif%a, all of which he fasmmd and m;)mved» %
was bold, cmming and resolute., He was further alded in |
deeling with mn by hils extraordinary ability to make capital
of another’s weakness. lie knew the good Heartfree to be
gullible &nd mily imposed upom. V1ld wag not solely cou—
tent to plunder Heartfree of all his jeﬁmls and pl‘mgc hm
into ruing he did.his utmost to debauch tlm man’!s“ wito anﬁ
to send him to the galim During mat of his campaign
to ruiln the 3eweﬂar, 1741da kept his victim's esteem sinply
by pretended aen*iees and professions of friendship.

A genius for hypoerisy was the talemt which Wil&
most valued in himself and in others. Although he held
good nature and good actions in contempt, he carefully
cultivated an affeetatim of virtue and modesty, and relied
on his appearanee to serve him as well as, or better than,
the real thing. The word honssty he believed t0 be B cOr~
ruption of the Greek word for assg. | |

Although his lust was tremanﬁoué, he was incapable
of entertaining the tender passion vhieh simple people calle@
love, cither for a weman or for mankind in general. His feel-
ing toward all human creatures except himself was a composite
of contempt, suspicion and hatred.’

Viith such = character it is little wonder thet Wildt's
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life was a tritmph_ of groatnsss, , cai-tain heroes and con-
querors, *‘who have $npoverished, s 4pillased,, saoxed; burnt,:
and destroyed the Countries and eitiea of their fellow = .
.. creatures,, rmm m other provocation t,han that of Glcmy, e
- my have dmd ms widasyread deatruction, but none oould *
’ have otxtm:mg m m m own pmmce. melding eencluﬂea
his histery’ by ‘ o o
‘ eed, miis Greatness emikta in Power, ma«,
Insolmce,_ ahd Going mischief to Kankindeeto
- speak QUL -~k a Creat Man and a Creat mgm
SRR EITE
we omit here, as the finishing of his Char “_'tarw.
SRR e A
'_ g m the Neok *t111 he was deef.
'm:m coulﬁ be m amm aenmgiatian af um m tm tkiu
novel whieh a@a aﬂes out against aftec&atian ﬁt virtm*
. ln 1?49; ?:lu:ung publim what is omly t&m
‘of as his matnrpieee, Ihe £_Tom Jopes, s Foundllng
His “"Fare™ he m, Mag the h.ng-age or a m:h mw, u
"Humen Nature," which he will first preasnt "in that m
plain and simla sanner in whioh it is found in ﬁbs munt:ry,
and gﬂemar&a 'huh and ragoo” it wi’ah all the "high and -
ilian seesoning of Arraetation and Vice m;b

courts and Gities armm‘ w33 g ta!ms his charecter from -

.«-o[

BSHQ ﬁlelding, ; Pn 18‘




‘his experience or, as he ter%a is, ”convef%aticn."i He does
not intend to present "Mbdala of Perteetian*"» He hnlda that
‘mankinﬁ 13 constitutionally defective, and that a single
bad act dces not, of nacessity, imply a~ba§.nathe‘\ e
paints nature as he ceos 1t,\"benind the 6énas of this
Great Theater of Hature," he Baints huaanity as he Tinds
fitg extarﬁqtinw nothing, and setting dcwn nothing in malice,
~bux reaerving th@ rull fores of his. eatire fox afraetation
and hyﬁbcriayg ’

Whether it is just a coincidencag or ﬂhsther it is
deliherate, there is a olosenscss pf basio theme in 8ha
works~of Riohardson and Flelding.3% That ?ialainr‘s
tirst novel, “ggghmngghﬂgggﬁ was written as a paroéy on
Richerdson's Pamela, there is no doubt, Butfagain in the
publieation of ¥lelding's Tom Jones (1749} and Richardson's
-g;gggggmﬂﬁ' Jowe (1747) there is a %triking simil!rity.
Richardson began his novel ih 1744 and Fielding,began to
write his in 1746, The dates do nntngreelﬁﬁé“thé»snggestion
that Fielding kuew of the existence of gggg;ggg;ggggggg and
of his rival's planz, et the time he began to vork Gﬁ‘ZQQ Jones.
Even if Fieldinc had not composed Tom Joégs with”cggrigsq
ﬂar;owp;in his mind, it would be impossible t§ piss the great

E&Thiu idea is discussed by uxgeon in The Howels of . .
Cn page 154 he states, "I look forward to the day‘whsn an
authentic doeuvment will be discoverca, prnvinb thut ion Janes
was really written to oppose Claris 88, " . ‘
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sinilarity thet lies in the hasic plot of cach work,

The nlot of Nichordson'ts novel revolves aroﬁnﬁ
Claricsa, who wéﬁts to avaid an odious marriage which her
pitiless father, dbrother, sister and uneles are trying to
farce upon her., To avoid the marriage she elopes with -
lovelace. Dut Lovelace is a debauchee who trcats her ine
famously. In the end she dles of grief and despalr, une
willing to seek & reconciliation with nim, and unable o
viin one with her family.

In Fielding's novel, Sophls Vestern, also vishing to
avoid an odious marriage, which her brutal fether and halfs
crazy aunt went to force upon her, runs sway Trom home, The
dissolute young man, Tom Jones, whom she loves, rejoins her
after numorous escapades, He proves to be better then his
reputation, just the opposite of lovelace; Sophia is recon-
ciled %0 him and wheﬁ her father learns that the young man's
bastardy is honourazble, he allows his dauzhter to marry him.

The similarity of these two works is obvious; it seems
nore than possible that Fieldimng's Tom Jongs is o reply to
Richardson’s Clarissa larlowe, Just as his carlier novel was
to Panela., Richardson declares that it was not his purpose
to vrite a mere novel of romance; his purpose was to teach
a nicral lesson. Tﬁis was a pretention vhich Fielding could.
no nore admit than he had admitted it in tho case of Pamela.
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But what of the moral af Clarlssa, that mt‘{ Mt&h
‘maahgrdaon declared to be the *wsanea" ol hh ‘book?
It ig ot very clear what this moral is, m;m con~-
tenporaries did mot conceal their perplexity fram the
euthor. Actually, Lovelsco won ell hearts, and Glarissa
( m Med now mu&iah end mmta& nOw mh and a cogunite,
anﬂitmthegeoawmmpmiahodutmwﬂm
?Riahaﬁm, with inﬂignation and aaﬁani,m m ‘reducod
‘ba axpiaining that the virtmw Clarissa mﬂd ﬁ.nﬂ her re-
ward: in Heaven., 3 | |

riolding 4id not fail to see all thi.a incsnsistency,
‘%o point it out te his riyal-—or to cause QWG t0o d0 80w~
and to write & novel showing hﬁu. silly Rishlﬁmm actually
was, In the preface to Tom Jopes, he spssks in terms which
it is impossible to misunderstand, of charasters which are
‘a1l of a piece," completely vicious or entirely virtuous,
ahgelioally perfect or disbolieally &emretig. - He says, "Nor
4o Y indeed conceive the good purposes served by inserting
charaicters of such angelie perfection or such disbolical de-
pravity, in any work of invention, "%

m then, is a movel written along the seme

rlot lines as Clarigsa Harlowe, dbut differing from it in

VI, p, 83, Letter to Lady

%' !‘ielding Tom Jomes, p. 446.
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tha% zha characters are wholesons, everyday people. In con-
mwt to vaelaes, a oreature diamumlly d:epmed, a symbol
of v:im,; Flelding draws his Tem Jopes, & real person, a human
mixttma of vices and virtues., Tom Imsg bmught up by HMr.
,mmnx,wm rommomdaymmm, mahudy
:muni:ry-hrg& youth, a lover of open sir iiib anld wids _spaces,
;mm, mumnarnmmnmnm, Bis
w:lml s}:‘.:rits are strong and simple; he W no better
m m celebrate his guardian's rmm than to get drunk}
he would ‘be runming after women were 1t mot that he is in
lave, enémmwm love is mt amcmsm@w
tﬁm&oﬁrm temperament end to make map:maahym
fusing a @w‘ﬁmﬂm&y’ His heart is m with good in-
tentiens, and yet, for all his good will, he is seen by turns
lying, poashing, dripking, quarrelling, fighting, sleeping in
prison, under the atars, or anywhere else on the slightest
1:;11@##1@; end even going sc far as to aceept money from
lady Bellestom. But in all of tMs, nis faults are mever
mére thim errors, becsuse he learns life by living it. His
actions throughcut the novel are a peculiar mixture of good
and evil with a predomimance of good., Flelding's Tom 1s a
man, not a saricature of one.

Being a dramatist, Fielding could not copocelve of a
novel without a complicated plot. Of iftself the plot of
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Mm to him a sourcs of amnsmnt ma Jwt pridm )
The - h‘i.story ariginally came out in six Jang wm in which
he atpmm! npcn his plot to hold the intw ar m raadw;
Fron the first the reader beama mtmam in the mﬁery
of m*s parentage and es the mvcl mwmu m Teader
ia sz interested in other myam&w \ﬂ;iﬁk riaa one by
gm ‘out of the mﬁﬁvo. And yet all 61‘ W inﬁivl&uﬁ "
..-;wsma;, f.hasa inaivi&ml phm are m int» ’hmn unit.,,
 esoh belonging with the otler and making & Barmont
| At tha ene they are ell cleared up by s mn lon
Ma agcmlm uyerfm m and u&ﬂ; ﬂm swm
fer hm and social satire. o
- In Mx novel Fielding laahm m aﬁ W ar the
~vieas than inrested his tims. He erﬁm oyt sgeinst the
"bas"bu'dy lews, against the game laws which lm wﬁa faoj.ish
aad, mml; against the priam which he. am aa:u ‘Ao natvhing
~ but mfmpt their wretched mants. He wm that it
is wreng te send first offsnders there. ‘Ha deelsres the
rintyal lawtu be too severe and the ri@u mrtln acm&d
- seldtm rasptot«a by the gourt. This nst oT practical re-
farms tm he sdvoeates mgm be pmlm The ohjee‘h of
---x:.mng is always the same; whother he be mmm with
raon ;} or with soclel morality, his et‘rem are always
ageinst hypoorisy and aemsm, and towsrd truth




and equity. . .

'J.'he lut at Eem-y Fielding *s novels, published in
1751, was m in ‘whieh he paints a pleture of mativ
life aseen ag&inst a backg-mma of london vice, crime aml
£olly. The mmema is low, for to follow Captain Bwth
one has to pendtrate into the mgistrate*s court, the
sponging hme am the debtor's prim, On the atm hand,
'?riemm shews the rioh and the great snd a1l the glaring
evils axpom-mamw;. He shows men and women whose
main oemyatim ia the ymuit of innwcent mn, ths ﬂm%
ing of duels, . ma tha ruin of great estates at the mhlins
tables, o

Qntht myﬁmtpagss ha cuts outwithallhh
satirical poma ngainst the . *trming Justice,™ mn with o
knowledge mtmm or tha lew and no decency in mm:tng
the poer Mhdplaas and permitting the milty rieh to @
free, ‘

Inm mnam is shown in -its vilest form,
but here too 1! m rm!ianca of }mﬁs, honour and fbrgimasa»-_
in the pemn of m:un herself., She is love m:.foat, the
love that mthiag can kill. The scene where Booth confesses
to Amelia his affalr with Higs Hathews in the désbltors' prison
proves this beym a dmbtz :

Indead, ﬁ,mly believe every word you have gaid--
but I emeﬁ rargiva you the Teult you have cmreuedw
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g reaaon ia baeanse I have forgiven it long
a@o .

To hearhax aay mnms her seem a sort of mmyrwltha
halo, It almost sounds 1ike the type of charecter et '
caused Fieldins w m}.l Ri@hardam*s chr&ctws santimentﬂl
‘griga. But mm”r&.a no wnearthly miutﬁ 06 El Greso rs.mc
with an emaiamd’ ofy. She 13 a begutiful woman, gy and
humourous, Bhe A1 i'wds' to fase circumstances ia a way thet
a clariasamﬁm% ao, mnwth has rmup&mbmg
dedbt of rifty. Wa, 1t is she who gpes off to the pawn
shop with her ¥ trinkets, and gven at last with clothes.

s portrait ot Colomel Bath glves Flalding a ghance
to lash out w ke atupm fdea of honour prmlent at 'thia
time.’ Bath !a a m of a uan, nearly seven feet hl’gm
with a lmga w.lg wﬂm aeross his shoulders. Ome word
lssuing from his lips—-the word "Honour.® For
Bath the vnah wa of man consists in chellenging w0 & auel
every male ﬂw opmu him, or even eontradicts his ephﬂ.m..
He is a dbttrﬁ, dﬁ: -3 W heart, wvhose sole 1des of armt
is & m&-ﬁmﬁ or a ﬁammt.

Th.o ﬂwle book gives Flelding sn opportunity to bite
deeply at ths mﬂu ot his day. The plot treils thmngh,a;l
sorts or vi«, erim and folly. It abounds in evil personages

37x, _Fie
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such as My Lord, Colonel James and Captain Trent. This
above 511 of his other works is fruly a soclal gatire.

The novel, however, has many obvious mechaniocal
raults., Filelding wrote this last novel when he was unjer
great physical end finenclel strain. It came at the end of
his career, whsn;ha was exhausted and worn out from the work
of a london Juagiaa. There is a oarelessness inﬂhnny'aetaila
that wasAnot 1ike Fielding. One of the chief faults in the
first edition,'that caused the great "paper war,”™ was the
loss of Amelie‘'s nose. The author told what a great beauty
she was, but he placed her in an accident that caused her to
lose her nose anﬁ then forgot sbout it in any following chap-
ters. The second edltion corrected this oversight and sent
her to a famous surgeon, who repaired her beauty. But this
oversight wes all the critics and hils enemy, Richardmon,
needed to lash out at him.

Dr. Semuel Johnson was thoroughly captivated with
the book, notwithstanding that he paradoxically asserted
that the authn& was a "blockhead"--"a barren rascal." He read
the bdbook through, as he says, "without stopping™ and pro-~
nounced lirs, Booth to be "the most pleasing heroine of all
the ronances," o Richardson, on the other hand, found “éhn

safaul De Castro, Notes and Queries, Nov., 1917.
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characters and aitu&tlans 30 wretchedly low and dirty” th&t
he could harddy. rmm tht wlume.® wWith the pmroaaiom
reviewars the mal mred vecry 111 and the vhole thing re-"
sulted in Fielﬁing‘s apulugy mr his "dearest MMQ .
He hns appmn:&ly mmrizad most of the. oriti«ciaw
in a mock-trial of A meila
‘Enquiry,” the pr :Lm of whioh are recerded in Mm
Seven and Bight 6r. ﬂm ; The mel it
charged with the mﬁm ar Dnlmsa, am! the heroina 1s in- -
dicted with bemg 2 "m oharacter, a mlkmm and a m:.w
with lack of sph!&.t m with fainting too m@num; with
dressing hsr emm wms, and. other 'mrvu 0:::1«;1"
with being t-oo mrsivins ‘tp her hnsbmd; and 1a8b1y, an uight
be expected, w:lth belng "a Bmuty vitho\tt a nosm" e Bmimn
and Colonel Bath. m srraigned in much the aam taahhm Atm
some eovidence aga!nst Amélia has been presented by "a (reat
Rumber of. Beans. :}am, ﬂne Ladies, and several formsl Fer- )
gons with Bushy ws.gs, and Canes at thelr Noses," a grave
man steps forward m ‘hegs to be heard., FielMng then de=
livers a final apolagy for. his 1ast novel and for his
"favourite child.,™

I do not think my Child is antiroly fres fxom
faults. I kmow nothing human that is so¢ but
surely she doth nbt éeama the Rancour with




vhich she hath boen treated by the mm* Bows
':fever it is not my Intention, at. present,. to make
ei*ansa; but shall subtmit se, which
hath been always allowed in thim Comes im all.
Prosechtions for Dulness, I do, therefore, wlemly
declare to you, Mr. Cemser, that I will troubls the
~ World more with emy Ghiinrml of u;‘lm 'by the aam
o ,Muam
- mm sinoere or not, this lest mmnz gave the
EE wm of mtiarwtian to R&Mamm m m mmm
antiy,; 'ltr. Mclﬁiing hea overswritten kmm, m mm
lnﬂmitten, and in hig own Jam-nai am am of nis
la»t plece; and has mntsql tzmt the. sm m MJ. vrita
" no more fm: bim, ® 40a ' s ‘
| Iiamy Fielding's uism, Saruh s elding V
Mtnsa ‘and explanation of the work that mm &ttanpta in
“ m In Rer novel, m_% she sayst .
Comie authors have daiffieunlty in auapm from their
- prison, The pudblic desires nothing but langhter and
. Jests from thenm, mmm&mmwm
imeges of human nature, let them ever so accurately
;carch the mt ronama attegg hnga m theye
3 a general cry aaaina w are
epiritlass and dull. a o .
Th.ts is of value in th,at 1t :l.a a wntmﬂm of o new
inmtion in Fielding's last work, something more tm 8 mare
rmts.tma of the intentlon of Tom Joneg. There {s no longer
t_he:mea‘- of a "comlc eplo poem in prose.” m is, as

Digeon oalls it, "a psyohologloel novel in the most modern

Wrber Bight of the

usu-a.n Fielding, M PP» 1&9-—17&.
40‘880 Hornbeak, K.,




sense of the term.” It is & stuﬁj into the hearts and minds.
of the characters, a study into the workings and motives hehim!
the actions of the de:tmfs,. It is at times heavy with mm.
religious, and soeial ‘ritioism, s6 much B0 that the muthor
often delays the astion while he digresses in his critieiam.
But even this tﬁ:a in‘be the euthor's avowsd. purpose, "to )
expose some of the mt glaring evils, as weall pubm as pri-
vate, which &t presmt mtaat this country.® Thet M has
its faults is obvicus, but that its depth and its good points -
have been overleoked hy resders of its own day end qt ours 1is
alsa obvious. " |
Tnis, then, is tﬁe samal piotm of the novels uaﬁ

the all-over picture ot memm's satire. It 1s gvident

from this diseussion ,_ﬂ‘“ Flelding vas well awere of the evils
of his day, but that while hs wes aware of them and censored
his society for tm.y nonﬁemtion of those evils was made
with compassion and wit:h understanding, It oan de readny
seen tmtmmmtmmdmumﬁmrmughw
manity. He did not follow the tradition of Juvenal or Swift,
Fielding tells us in his novels that there is good around us.
All the world is not evil and even that which often appeers

to be evil 1s mot so 1f we take the trouble to look beneath
the outer actions mdmtha motives that prompt the actlons.
But above all else hs asks us-~almost commends us, to leave
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o< our "holier than thou® atiituﬂe, o »ut eside owr
hypocritiecal coyeringsnand becone natural and free of
affectation. }

Since we have ﬁow looked into the novels themselvses
~let us turn to the specific satire of the professional sroups

and to the city and rural life.



LCHAPZ R TXT

The Frofessions and Sooclety

The few lines from Fielding's play, The lock Doctor,
quoted earlier, list the specific pecple whom Flelding
deemed worthy of satirical treatmemt. In the last section
of this paper 1%t is my intention to present remarks that
Fielding makes in his novels about these professional
groups and sbout clty and rural soclety in order to detar-
riine vhat hls attitude was regarding them, First, let us
see what he had to say of the legal professiom, the penal
institutions and the laws of eighteenth century Englsnd,



46

It ro douht -eppoars strange to look at the nany
satirical rmarks that Fielding makes rageraing lawyers
and the practiea of the lagal pmfeaﬁion when one reanm
that Fie}.ding himself was a member of the legai pmf&ss&#m
On January ﬁi, 149, ?ummg was appoinhed as Justtae &‘
vtha Peewe ;tbr Mmr!lasex and l’s’eataninater oountiesa

London in 1749 wes amything but a safe place, The
alleys, courts and laties were, as Plelding. says, "iike &
vast wood or romt in which a thief nay harbo:n' with aa _,
.great seenritx m wim beashs do in the deserts or An*iea B
or &ra,bia.‘” mgs of mbbm, mllmrmizad and darina,
attaekea qdiot ciﬂzens with' mmms and bm&gsona, m
in full daylighty I:n Jamuary, 1749, they broke open’the
Gatahwsé MM and carried off one of their fellows, iaaving: :
the turnkoy ﬂmately wounded. London at n:!.glm was unﬁar .
mob rule, €0 thut "even with warrants in their pocksts, th«g |
officers of Tustice often dared mot make an arrest.”™® The
only foree m the suppressjon of such cr“iminals was t.ha
ﬁateh, "ehaaen," as Plelding says in m “out of those
poor old aaereyi.t people who are from their want of bo&ily
strength maegag incapable of getting a 1livelihood by work."
e further tells us that these were helped by constables
who were often only to be found in the aliahansas and lm‘!&n _.

1zg]

LTI o pg 127.




any case to apply to the military when called upon to aet.?d

- Even the myera@e Justice of the day, as M. Ps ??inmks

in his histcry bf }Z‘ieiding called 4 Trus 7 1ish s
tells us, was i'ar fron being what his name implied. In nis
" nistory he tam m‘: the o

Pamous Bem Streat rumer who gave evldence against
one Justioe whose ‘plan” used to be to lssue out
warranis, and teke up all the poor devils in the

- streets, aaﬂ then there was the balling t Two'
and ’mpmm, whiah tha Haglatrate had..,

But the amnr of smella, who lashed out in the very first
pages of that mwl against the "Trading Justloe," cmﬂﬁ
saareely belang to that very type of justice that he amma _.

-

As I*iaidim m@n Beys:?

By emosing, instead of inf the qmrela
of porters and boggars (whioh I blush when I say |
hath not been universally practised), and by re~ .
fusing t0 take s shilling from a man who most une
doubtedly weuld not have had another left, I had
reduced an ineome of about five hundred pounds &
yvear of the dirtiest noney on egrth to little more.
than three hupdred pounds; mi%&mbls portm
of whieh mainaﬁ with my ele ?

Wildbur crosa in his book The History of Henry Filsldin
gives many mteraating insights into the lire of Fieldins s
a Justice., He ,,31&08 many exsmples of cases that came before

433 Fielﬁing, m@ The Preface_,
%4, ». willocks, A True-F ~

5? C. Bircn,, ’E&n‘y Fielding as an Eightmth Century Msu
trate,”, ._g_m_ﬁ@, Ko, 3944 (1920}, p: 348,




Fialding -and proves beyond a doubt, that Fialﬂing believed
in the "uality of tercy".*® But Flelding himself makes
it abvimm in Jonathan Wild rest and in Amelis that
lm was well ame of the aep}.arab}a evils that axisted in
%ﬁﬁ% Aa a Justice, he came close w mny types of vice
m wickedmsa and 1t is cnly naturul %h:at the nmemt in
I‘Sﬁelflmg aboald attempt to tell and Wt these glaring
ﬂileﬁ m is a product of tkoua llyu ag & Jnatim,, |
emd it 4s ip Amelim that ia :mund the mst satirical and
demzmc.tng remarks of those - ezmrgad with the administering
‘or» Wg Jaw and’ jmzime In the aam mapter of Amelia,
e&ned ”Gbﬁarvations on the Excellency af tha ‘English Con~-
stitutim, and Curious Enminaﬁiow bem a Justice of
Posice,® he compares the "lower afﬁo&t m otr oivil govern~
: mn’c. to ba dispoged™ in as riﬂieulm mr as a naster of
a tamily m mld i , )

*put his butla:t on the coaoh-wboi his steward behind
-the .coash, his coachman in the butlery, and his foot-
‘man in the stewardship, and in m gsme Tidiculous

B ammahoulﬁ mismplny the talents of every other
He says he has always assumed the practice of the office of
justice of peace required a certain amount of knowledge of

23:566 W. L. Cross, r Fielding, Chapter XiT.
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lav, '"beéausé, in every case which comes before him, hé is to
Judge ana act according to law."
S ; "'Sm:e tlu.s knowledge is only came by tm\:gh ‘reading,
‘and the "'atatutes which relate to the office of a justice of
pwe, mi:ing of themaelvca at least two 1333@: yolumes in
foli&a hs .eannot. wnoaive how Hr. Thraaher& ‘the trading
‘justics of Amella, could ‘possibly be an adminiatram of
3@&1&3 uhen he had “navar read one ‘3yllable af tha natter,*
It is not conwivable that a persan of Fialding "s wide }mow-
ledga anﬂ c}.cse observation of mankind could. pmsihly drew a
’Hr. ,'rhraahe*' without having some knewledge or a. M, Thrasher.
He is not one mdividualmm a oharaotlar in tw novel, but
he ;t-s as I!‘ielding saya, "a gpecies®™ of many justices whom
rlelﬁh&g knew.

The 1&1: of knowledge might be omla&ked in these
lowsr ofﬁeers if poodness and honesty were on thelr sides .
but even in this, they are great offenders against justice.
Fielding tells us that in the case of "'hrasfher wmg often
had ®"five hundred to one of his side" while "rig;ht had a
nuch “worse situation.," In sreaking of Thresher, Fielding
says, "To speak the truth plainly, the Justixie wes never
indii}ferent, to a cause, dbut when he could get nothing onm:
either side."7? To prove this point Fieldi#s, has several

ﬁ'fha point here is ocbvious. Fielding of courss means that

Thrasher was indifferent only when both parties before him
odbviously lacked money.
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cases brought before the justice which zatablish beyond a

tdnuct that goocdness and inmanca hfxva no ehance.. When an

Irishman is bdrought bu!om the mt:itw h!s proof of innocence
| is ignored and the judge says, *Simh, yam tongue betrays
" ;mur gyzﬂt," The next case was mt qr n mn charged with
- stm alking, who arrem-ea to sat axtmaaa w prove her

imocenca, only she had no mnmy mm& to pay the mes~
- mengers. The lack of money ‘b:wnght £y mtma 0 Bridewell

mr a month, To contrast m of this rialding has a "Gentesl

‘young man end womsn® bmught before the Justice, They were
eaneht 1n "n situstion whieh we w As. pertisularly daeeriba
hemasmdiébeﬁrommmath'hm;mamrmm
olerk, the justice olalmed that “the fast was incredible and
impossible.” The witness against the m ecouple was ther

' sent to prison for want of mﬁw m the h&y in question
declared she would swear the peacd Mu‘h hin *for that hs

~ had called her a whore several tiam‘! 'm most aatir:iml
remark of the whole Mmismahmsm atamm

~ about the justice: S

In short, the znaglsmto had wo M, an horror -

for Truth to suspect that she eyer appeared in sore

41d apparelj nor did he ever sully . sublime

notions of that virtm, by uniting ﬁm vwith the
mean ideas of poverty and distresss

483” Chapter II of Amolla,
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In the came dilstasteful catercry as the Trading

Justice of Amelis is the drunken justice of Jogeph Aadrew3.4g

As Tielding tells us, "the jJustice now being in the height of
his mirth and his cups, bethought himsgelf of the prisoners;
and telling his companr he believed they should have good
gport in thelr exanination, he ordered them brought into his
presence."” later Parson Adanms asks for the privilege of
speaking in his own defense and says that it is not pogsible
that he .can be condemned to jail vdithout the opportunity of
speaking for himself. The jJustice answers: ’

Yo, ﬁé you will be asked wh t you have to say for

ybﬁraeif when yuu come on your trial; we are not

trying you now; I shall only commit you to gaol:

if you cen prove your innocence at ’size, you will

be fommd ignoranus, and so no harm done.
o harnm done-~an innocent man to lie in jail for many rionths,
but no harm done. Soon a friend of Parson Adaﬁs comes to his
aid and tells the justice that the gentleman before him is
actually a clergyman end the justice replies, "Hay if he is
a gentlemnen, snd vou ave sure he is innocent,'l don't desire
to coamit hin, not I;..." and seeing Fanny, he says, "I will
comrit the woman by herself, and take your ball for the

sentlenan; Look into the book clerk and see how it is to

take bail."” In a spirit of areat pride and as ir it were

49H Fielding, Jogseph Andrews, Chapter XI.
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much to his eredif the justice boasts, "o body can say I
rave committed a gentleman, since I have been in the com=
nission.” )

If Fielding makes the Trading Justice and the drunken
Justice appear ridiculous, his nicture of the prisomn to which
delinquents were gispatched is no less so. He shows the
various people ané the descriptions that he sives of them
add to the portrayasl of the ridiculous, The custom of
garniah,ﬁo apd the treatment given to those who cannot afford
to conmply wiﬁh the eustom is vividly portrayed.

It would be rather illogical to assume that Fielding
does not know the prisons of his day and that he is not |
apeaking the truth,5! The prison scene in Amelia was obviously
written in indignation from what Fielding actually knew, ©n
Booth's entry, the keeper at once demands garnish, the very

gﬁcarnizh was an unauthorized fee demanded of a newcomer by
old prisoners and by the jall keepers,

51sn interesting note is to bé found in ¥. L. Cross, Mgtory
In 270 It rcads, "+ sand Lo
féftegfgg re%erraa to elding as the remorseful inmate
of the sponging house who sought aid from him," The
veraclty of such accounts {ross denles, believing that
Fielding's financial difficulties were greatly exaggerated
by those who knew the writer less well that they supposed,

A recently discovered eighteenth century pamphlet asssrte
that Flelding was once imprisoned, The pamphlet discussed

by Howard ?, Vincent "llenry Fielding in FPrisom,™*
anguage Re xxx#x (Oct, 1941), ?p. 494~5oc 1 tled
m; o v B

W_of the Ir]

nciples, Chsracters, onsg

. of )
%o Zonsic a8
i X n&cn,

740). ho anonymous author nfers that Sir o er yelpole
once saved Fielding from gaol where he would have “ret&d...
had it not been for the generosity of the Minlster." Since
the panphlet is a satirical attack on Fielding at the tima he

aged 1n acrimonious politiecal warfere, the statement is

anstma annal dxrad sarinnate.
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e=tortion that set lloverd investigating prison conditions in
later years. Ilerc in prison ve'find & man wbunde& at the
- siege ofTGibraltar who has been acquitted of the crima of
stealing three herrings, but who canmot pay the gaoiarfs
fee anl iz therefore left in prison to rot, %it% his head
on a: girl*a lap, an old man ites dying. ‘She hod stolen a
1loaf beeause they were both starvinge. Thg pelgnant picture
_of Blesrweyed Moll sould hardly be more disgusting and at the
seme time nore useful in deseribing the Iﬁw life and viee
;rbund in the prison, Eiss Hathews 18 in thﬁ comfortable,
: hctelwlike part of the jell, since she has money, on a charge
Qar killing her lover. Fielding is tru;x ¢rying‘agﬁinst the
inhumane system thet keeps an innocent man in jall for lack
- of noney, allows an o0ld man to die for leek of food, and
allows an asccused nurderaess to live in eamparat;ya sunptougew
'_neaaa,. ’

~ That he abhors the idea of treaxméﬁt béged on class
is shbwn.wnen he protests because Hﬁlly’is”tgxan "to that
house where the inferior sort of people may ieérn one good
lesson,™ and that is, "respect and deference to their super-
fors; since it must show them the wide distinetion Fortune
intends between those persons who are to be. corrected for
their faults, and those who are nnt."sz Prisons can do

‘52§, Flelding, Jom Jones, p. 115.



nothinrs bat.corrupt their wretched occupants. It is wrong to
send firstvpffenaa:sithere, as he says when épeaking of
sending olly eway, ®...nany vomen have bsoame@abandoned.;,
by being unahie to retrieve the first slip.“53 The law is
too harshy thaﬂiighté‘oz the accused are but seldom re~
spected by the court. The justices of the pcace are to0o
often irmorant and the clerks they hire are even more ao,
All of these things;,tha,unjugtnass4er the law, the prison
systen, the custon of garnish, and vice itself are wvrtky»of
his contempt and fitffbr»his:satirical denunciation. All of
them are an indictment of his times, neither savage nor
cynical, but quiet and desdly. ,

To cite the mny references to the unjustness of the
law and the incorpetence of its administrators found in
Jonethan Wild the Oreat would be an impossible task, but of
all oddities that one would expeet, the one that appears
most unlikely 1sjthe—presenoe of a "gocd justloe.” After
Heartfree has beén sentenced to death, the convietion being
based upen the perjury of Wild and his friend Fireﬁlood, the
Justice had the occasion to have Wild'’s acconplice brought
before him charged with robbery. The magistrate, "who did
. indeed no small Homour to the commission he bore," examiﬁed
clos&ly the evidence before him and duly consifered the

S51vid.
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charges committed to him since he was 'int:msted with
Deoiaim affwting the Lives, Liberties end Froperties
of his ‘Countrymen, * It was this justica who had guch a
J“regard for the. raammibintua of the catttm thfwsts upon
‘him who used "his uimost Endeavors to gat BM oase of the
tmh&ppy eonviet {Heartfres) rapresentet! ta the %maign

" and who granted an immediate reprieve. - 1‘;@" seen odd
’that among the viclent deaunciations Riolding fﬁkﬁs of
’ww, the jail-»kmpara, the dishamt hmrs, the
buhgling Justices, that one should tin& "ﬁkiﬁ good Jusbice“
mriad about auﬁiafyina *his oonaaiamg" bnt thia ia
Fielding's matnod of showing what man mum ha if he would
try to be honest apd unaffeoted. ‘

Jack Swagger is Fielding's pwototypa of the lawyer
called today esn "smbulance-chaser.” He followed all persons
into Newgate and promised, upon reaeipi of money, all sorts
of wild and fantastic help. Perhaps the best charsoterization
is given of him in the scene between Molly and Jonathan Wild
the Great. Wild paid a visit to Molly and Molly took ad-
vantage of Wild’s fumbling with her to pick his peokets.

" Fortunately liclly appeared at Heartfres's shop the next day
where Wild aearbhad her and found the money, onlj two hundred

pounds were missing. An explanation was demanded and “Molly
told wild that she spent one hundred pounds on clothes and
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the other she gdva- to Jack Swagger, who was, as Fielding
so sbly says, "& Vgregt Favourite of the Ladies, being an
Irish Centlemam, whd h&d been bred clax?k to an attorney, o
afterwards whipt m:t of a Regiment of Dragoons, and was then
a ngate-selucim and a Bawayv-hanse Buily. w34 |
Fothing in; Igna khan Wi
in the Fielding m ot tha ridiculous than t&u pietm at
Newgate when t.hp mt man is oconfimed to that “cuth‘”
The asoenaiun nt ma to. the poaition of bead of tha prigs
is as wmmlyhm in the ridiculous style.’m” The o
whole im sm ap in the speech of "a very grava Han, nni
one of nuch anm:r!.w Wns them" (tne priy), who told tm:
otag e s fusey pistoene man g g
the Volf's way, end then lament Exs being devoured.
gg:;:y ?e ho m 1n a Shefap«efeld a (reat Man iz in
There wm ‘certain. clothes thet wont with the orrm
of Chief Pm, vund Wild, in true greatneas, struts thraugh
the walks of 'ﬁugam in his newly acquired finery. m there
was mm'e bravado tha:r real use or atxvantage in theu tmpiw:
As for the Kightuﬂmm. its ocutside indesd made a

glitteri el pppearance, but it kept him mt :
warm; no:s ¢ the Finery of it do h&n ‘much Ennw:r, :

at is mra sati.rm L

S4g, Fielding, p,’uez,.
554 prig was a pick-pecxete

56y, Fielding, ‘Jonathen Wilad the Great, p. 187.
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since everyone knew it did not properly delong to

him, nor indeed suited his Degreej as to the Valst-

coat, it fitted him very ill, being infinitely too

big for him, and the Cap was so heavy, that It made

his Head ske.™ :
Nothing could be sillier than the eppearance Wild made in
this finery and nothing could be more hypocritisal than
Wild's pretension of enjoyment in it., But what is the most
important thing in the story of the clothes 1s ‘the ridioulous
position of the fellow immates of Wild at Newgate in that
they Ailawe& a person such as Wild, or any person for that
natter, to impose upon them. ‘

What, then, is the opinion of Fiaiﬁfng;vregarding
these pictures he draws in his novel, of th§ spxrupiness of
the legal and penal system of eighteenth century England?
His belief that many of the justices of his day are not only
ignorant of the law they are charged ﬁithaadninisﬁering but
that they are dishonest and incapsble of falrness cannot he
questioned. The clerks they employ are often as stupid as
the justices and the bailiffs and men of the wateh employed
tb safeguard the peace are morally and physically incapable
of doing it. The lawyers are dishonest and guilty of taking
clients’ money under false pretenses, and they are often
bullies and leaders of vice rings and more 1ike1¥ to oreate

trouble than they are to stop it. Butall of Fielding's
renarks are not dercgatory. He does show s gﬁb& Justice
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and 11; is in the charaoterization of this qm that. we are
2ble to find the qm‘lities that Fielding banom wm
:adnirnhle attribntes of a justice.

m next aivision of the protesaiam group to be
aissctmm is that of mﬁieim Cn the mza !’inimg was
ﬁbntemrtw of physicians and snrmm m m m:m be
mm nte 1:1 saying that ﬁw only am‘m or w vum
»:m ‘!iaiﬂng*s povels is the om who onred: tho nose 6f the
"fair Amua;* the roat of them are, as h« ehm m,
'bmm ‘m ., | ST
| ‘: Parhapa the most emusing mmm regardin
pmctiﬁa or mdioine is fm in Jogeph
nm in the inn of Tommm beMen the aurgm trut:lng
J‘mwh and Parson Mm  After some mmtm back and

rcrth Mwam the docwr aad thn Pamn r&gardzng the learn-

mg at physioim, Admh ﬁmny asks the Doeﬁr*a opinmn
, f Joam?a case, to which the suz-gean upnoaz

‘Slr his case is that at a w m we-the aont.usion
_ on his head has perforated the internal membtane of
the occiput, and divellicated that radice) small

minnte invisidle nerve whlch coheres te the peri-
oraniun; and thls was attended with 2 fever at rirst

symptomatic, then pneumatio, and he is at length

fmvn dalirm, or delirioua, as the vulgar express
t.

A sbprt time later Parson Adens vilita Jauph to ﬁnd him not

claae to death bm; htmgry and in want: ot "a pinec of boilsd
beer and ¢abbage.” It was plain to A&m t!ut J‘oseph's
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wounds mre by no mwa dangemus mﬁ mt ‘there was no s.tgn
of fever. . :
The smry of tha training of a dootor aypmnm
was to travel,’ f:n hnvg read mgn and mppomua, and to
have a kmlm o! ‘Greek and Llatin, for: ua the Domr bwtca,
"1 could hm repeﬁw ﬁmx‘ by uem em&w'bm I have ai*
nost rargotten t‘hﬂae ﬂ:inga ‘ :
ﬁnbt-her mmung 5cana is. pmenm in m
One of the. Bmth ohi}.ﬂ:mn was 111 with a high rmr,, em& L
doctor and Ma asaiutaut the mthew m called in. m -
rirst t:hiug f;hcy au m to arrange "in battlo array all umr
the mn" ' a mw appmm uf pmm m gailrpm
After taking the chﬁd‘s pulsa the aumx- mua for a m
end ink and. '-rs.nea a ﬂhole sme or a smt of papar ad.ﬁ
hysie. then M a guines, and took his 1oave. } The t’&@-
lcwmg mn.mg tha chi.ld was no beetu, and anothér aath
vas recmm taa L%rs. Beoth, who aoeord;!.ng to m. nﬂnn
was & Very mrtny pminim.‘ Before the second ioetor arr:lm
the first one em back and pzocadod to snnounce that m
child was in &' snla conﬁitian and repeated his pertox‘nnos
or the day batﬁrm chever, the new ﬂocw, Dr. Thougpsn,,
arrived -and took over the cere of the child amd mueh to. tha
relief of Aaolia he had the pt*&ien% mll in tlmne days’ tm..
In the apia@de of the m dootors in m Fial&ing
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takes a positive stend, in that he makes a ohoice between

~ the two. Even the reputations of the two doctors is mueh
discussed and the main thing againat Dr, Thompson, in the
opinion of the other doctors, is that he refuses to foliow

the old-fashioned idsas and is somewhat of en imnovator

in the method of his treatment. As Fielding tells us, "The
dootorts objection to him is, that he is a mﬁn,!ﬁu.would
overturn the whole method of practioe, which isuéc well estab-
lished, and from which no one person hath pretended to deviate."
Furthermore, he 13 one "who pretends to know more than the
whole college." Here Fielding takes sides with the followers
of the new Humanists School against the old Historlcel School.
To Fielding the following of natural treatmégttuas better than
the 0ld methods of the Historical School rpilﬁﬂing the fashion
of entiquity. He also hits at the ideas of the followers of
the school of Humoralism, which placed such importence upon
the chemical and humours side of madicina‘sv’ To Fielding the

gﬁburing the elghteenth century medical dootrines and systems
became S0 very numerous that it is rather a difficult matter
to list them. At the beginning of the century there was the
school of Organicism, led by Hoffman, then the ilistorical
School led by lianget, the Humoral 8chﬂol led by Stoll anﬁ
Pringle, the “yasmatie School led by Cullen of Edinburgh
the School of Vitalism led by Barthez, and lastly the na ur~
alist school, favored by Fielding, led by Charles Bonnet.
For an eYcellent discussion of these various schools amd of
medical practioe in the eighteenth century, see Charles G.

Cumston I uction to the Hiast
319, 367,
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best thing to do was to do as Dr, Thompson did, "to blow up
the physical magazine.” As Fielding tells us, the first
thing that Dr, Thompson did was to command 211 the powders

and potions to disappear, Then he stopped the treétment of
the "blisters.” His treatment was to ﬁavﬁ the child blooded,
to give it some coﬁling physic‘and»a clyster, lin spesaking

of the first doctor's treatmanﬁ, Doctor Thampson says, "There
was a much readier and neareé way to convey such stuff to the
vault, then by first sending it thrcugh the hﬁnan'bo&y.”

Here agelin Fielding's true self is ravaémad§ approving
the "good pid common sense” approach of things., He 1s against
thoss who run off in wild tangents and impossible theorles
and in favor of those who follow a ﬁatural, sensible solution
to problems., “ -

Field;ng is not the follower of traditipn; because
something has always been does not say that it 1s good; 1t
es often proves that for the present day 1t is bad. This is
not only true in his feellngs toward medioine but is evident
in his constant appeal for reform in law and the penal systen.

Again in his treatment of the clergy 1t 1s this same
vein that he rfollows. It is again afrectatién and vanity that
cause him to cry out at the hypoeritical members of the clergy.

There are three outstanding pictures or types of clergy-
man that Fieldin: abhorred. First we have the pleture of tha
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clesrgyman wm is a minister on Smn‘.ayunlgy and the rest 'at__ﬂ_“ o
the time 1s "more rightly ctlled a tamr. The aocond
type is the éne \rho is more muroataﬁ 1n everything sbout
him but his cmrgo es a minlstor Thia one is vastly ihtar;
ested in all sorts of worldly topies and performs. pa
priestly cmtin in a parrunewry mnar. ‘The thira tm
is repmsantadmthamsonmchangsshis@mm .
doetrines w sult. h&,& pmoan. .

In the. pom of the Rm'. Tmniber, Holﬂiag givaa
us a ps.ctm ctt a h;mooritiwl, sgoist, & mru c!ﬂ!. iuéi«
vidual mrm of m Dame af Persem. 58 He was, as ﬂaiane
comments, A parwn on Sundaya, but of a11 ‘the othar 8ix be-
might be righﬂ.y valled a famr.“ His chief’ 1&#&‘& i.n
1ife was tc raiﬂe bvigger anﬁ betm pd.ss, to vhich mm
Fielding uxm m. "His own size ‘belng w.th mush ale rendered
little inferior to that of the bessts he #0ld.* The whole
- escriptian of Tmllibor and his home, e pig sty "a rmv tm
from the pnrznnr uxnamr,' and his treatment af his wt:o.m
he calls a rool m m constandly 'm!&cd to ‘blunders? ia
evident eona;mﬁan of the omeymn who pretonﬂu to be a
Pastor. But nore’ d«piv drawn than the home life’ er Trullfber
is the pietm or the inner man. The om saying;. ’-'Dan't o
a3 I do but dn as T aa;v" ia a very apt daaﬂription of h‘lﬂ

38366 He Fielding. Chapter IIV.
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philoscphy. While he claims knowledge 'ét the seriptural
lesson against worldly store, he is pmud baymxd reason of
the vast ampunt of wealth he posseues, for as he says,
"Though I am but & curate, I believe I am as warm as the
~vicer himself, or perbaps the recter -01‘ mmxt parish
too; I belisve 1 wuld buy them both.;" M Adam asks
‘Prulliber for a mll loan and tens ‘hm or the grent "oppor-
‘)tmi,ty of lmng up & treasure 3,n a bntm ph« than any of
this world aﬁcm," Trullibdber 15 cmrm with anger. Ha
claims that he knowa as well as anyone uhm %o lay up Ma
treasure and eana Adsms a robber, a thief, and an {mposter.
The discussion on charity 1s i.ndm interesting, for

it te:L‘w so mueh of Fielding himself, Fia‘ming, who was the
most charitable snd kindest of men, as his blographers give
svidence in numerous placu,‘” uses hi\s: whip in a mést humble
way and has Adems calmly say: |

I am sorry that you do not know. -hat charity 1s,
sime you practice it no better; I ;m tell you,

':'ﬁmeuing's later m@'aphars are in mal accord oon-
- oerning his philanthropy. G. M« Go F

__W (New York, 1908) says 'bm man ever

more heartily macha‘ an& praa%icad m virtue of o,pan«

handed charity.® Wilbur Cross, Higtor : Henry Fielding

II, 308-303, cites several insian&s her c‘ Tng red

the finaneiu}. diffioulties of others, and adds that hia

charities ofm exeeaded his means, Geyard E, Jensen 1n

"Notes,” . Th nt Garden Journal (New Saven, 1€15),

£30, asserts tha ng deeply interssted in ™

gg.oriat:si benefac’bions," a rounélmg hospital and a lying-in
8p »
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- 4f you trust to your knowledge for mr J'aat:lr«
ication, you uil.t. find yourself decelived, tho
‘you should add faith to it without good works.

Aﬁms further tells him that there can be no belief in the

Scriptures in a man wio aots as Trulllber does, for "there

“is no command more express, no Quty more. mwntly enjoined,
than chariﬁu m:oaver therafore is miﬁ ar charity is no
czmistian.. Flelding daas not add, "13 m ohrg:yman," for
the mﬁter ating to one vho profeseds tn preach tha serip-
tnxea 19 the - atigma ar not being a m&utim.

" Here too0, Fielding shows the o.'m-man who preaches
the - iove a.nd peace of Christ, but on the al&zhtost PTOVO~
cwtioa 13 road:y to enter into a brm or a ﬁaﬁitmft *His
”wlre, soeing him eclench his tiat interpoaed and bagged him
not te fight, but shew himself a true Ghriaﬁnn, ‘and take the
law ar hinm,” The enntmt is splentudly amm as Flelding
ma:

As nothing could provoke Adams to stfike; bnt an

Sniled at the smory loak and gesturss of Fralitver,

and telling him he gis sorry to see $uech m in
orders, departed...

This last sentence of Aﬁams is a summary of what ﬁelding
himself thought of the man who used his du‘ay aa a elermm
secondarily to all his other worldly mnts.. Hp was sorry to

806...8uch men in orders.

8y, Fierding, Joseph Andrews, p. 176,
61rpi4. T
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The Rev, !ir. Barnabas serves as the second example
of the poor type of clergyman.a‘?' He is the type that‘takes
such great pride in being an "educated gentleman™ but lacks
the simple plety and soodness which Fisldinz belleved to be
s0 essential to a clergyman. Barmabas was conversent with
the ancient Greeks, he had travelled wida;:, wes able to
discuss medicine and was able to glve axlvieo on all legal
matters, but he was unable to do the simple duties of his
profession in a mannmer that would become a man worthy of
the name of olergyman, When he is ealled upen to give the
comfort of the church to a dying man, he 1s more interested
in first having his dish of tea with the landlady and after-
wards a bowl of punch with the landlord with a long and
lengthy discussion of crops, veather and law. When he at
last went to see the dying Joseph, he was sure that Joseph
‘was “out of his head"™ and therefore he could 4o mfhiug for
him, Vhen he was at last preveiled upon to visit‘the sick
man again he "proceeded to pray with all the éxpedition he
was master of; some company thenm walting for him below in the
parlour where the ingredients for punch were all in readiness,.."
He is also the type of parson who looks for worldly reward for
the performance of his duties and says he camnnot afford to
give his tige to charity patients. This remark of Barnabas

62y, Fielding, Joseph 4ndrews, Chapter XIII.
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offers Flelding the chemce to expound his feelings on the
wealth of the clergy, Tielding tells us in the words of
Adams: "

I am nyself a grnat ammy to the luxury and snlanﬁor

of the 01“%1-:: by the flourishing astate

of the Churc the palaees, equipages, |

dress, rurnitm “pich «édnﬂ.u, vast fortuncd

of her miniatm.. Surely those things, which asavour

so strongly of this world, beoome not the aem%gta of

one who professed his Kingdom was not of it..,
Barnabes also offers rs;@la.‘!.ng, the oppertunity to sound his
Teelings again on the problen of faith end @ood works, Adams
in di.scaasing the m of a eertain Yr. "hitefleld aa;ym

«sobut when he bm to call wnaonu and enthug-

imam to his ald, and set up the detestable dootrine

of falth agulna:, works, I was his friend no

longer; for mﬁ# ‘that doetrine was ocoined in Hell,

and one would think that noms but the dgyll himself

could have the wnn&moo $o preach it.
But Barnabas was not mmma in such mnga.o\m things,
and called them unorthodox, he said he would "never reed &
-8y11lable in any suck wicked dook," but for that matter neither
would he read any r’eligiou‘af ‘book, However, he was quite oone
versant with such books as I, Jaocolb's W Ihe Attormev's
Pocket Companlon, ond trusted entirely to tood's Ipstitutes.
And, as :ielding reports, the ninister's sole reason for

interest in such books was to be able to display Lefore the

63Ibid. s Po 185,
841v14., p. 197.
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justiee amd the parish bhis knowledge under the pretemse of
im'.orest in public Justiee. ‘ '

Fielding also discusses at some langhh his ideas
regarding orthodox teachings when he says that 1t is beyond
reason end aerogatary to the honour of coéto expoct that
the. alluWise Gaé vxill condémn the good- bamnsa they did not
believe all the "true ortho&ox teachings™ or that He will
reward the evil because thqy 444 beneya_ t;;em‘but failed to
keep them, Religlon has far more noble PWBGS, Flelding
says, than frequent cheerful meetings mg the members of
a ao"oi:ety_, in which they should, in the presence of one another,
‘and in the service of lGo&, make promises of being good,

'-rﬁenaly and benevolent to eaeh mlter,, and have no intentions
of keeping the promises,

' The third type of clergyman that Fielding protests
against 1s the one who changés his preaching whenever the
occasion demands 1t. In the story of Jor
Wild is about to die, Flelding introduces . tha prlson chap~
lain, who is the emmample personiﬁod of the third type.
The clergynman cames to Wild's cell to help him prepare for

the "great. and terrible journey he is to go on.” %ild will
have »othing to do with the talk for as h® says: "I an not
without Bopes of a Reprieve from the Cheates yet: bdut irf I

agi.._e., the gallows.
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cannot obtain 1t, you shall not frighten me out of my Courage,

T will not die like a Pitip,.."ss ‘E'o d.‘ist:mt- the Ordinary he -
suggests a bottle of wine and the minister replies that he

. could not drink with an atheist and da.mned ‘man for surely the

‘ devil himself would make & third party $o such com;mny,,partn ,
iculnrlv since the devil knows that ¥wild is hiv an? 1ight be
Y'aager ta clam his dues. The clar@mn wlll heve nothing fm:'-‘

. ther tb do with Wild for as he says, e Gates are barred

- agailnst all revilers of the Clergy," wm then uses all tha
,pmr or flattery cf vzhieh he is a mster, and changes the
‘m.nism*s attitude tmrd his. “m.a el.atm thet he does noﬁ

©revile the elergy in general but only tm bad ones, and cer-

5ta1n1y not the Ordinary of Rewgate, “br if the ole