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Foreword

One of the most remarkable politieal transitions in
the past century was the change that took place in the
carser of William Ewart Gladstone who beginning as a Con-
servative became the leader of the Liberal party with s
personal interest whieh centered in the Irish question.

It is the purpose of this monograph to trace as far
as possible from Gladstone's specches and writings the
beginnings and the early developments of his Irish poliey.
The writer will attempt to cshow that Gladstone beginning
his parliamentary career as a Tory, and slsc as a sincere
and somewhat narrow churchman, toock up the study of the
Anglican establishment in Ireland with the hope of render-
ing a service to the Church of England. This study of the
position of the Anglican Church in Ireland led Gladstone,
despite a continued struggle with his traditions, to broad-
er and broader religious views ending eventually in his bill
for disestablishment,

It is the further purpose of the writer to show brief-
ly that Gladstone's study of ths religious question in Ire-
land involved him in the matter of Irish lend tenure., Final-
ly, although the limit of this paper does not permit proof,
it seems quite evident that the land question brought him
inevitably to Homs Rule,



As has been indlcated the greater part of the materisl
for this monograph is drswn from his speeches as recorded
either in the British Parliamentary Debates or in the Annual
Register, and from his correspondence as collscted by his

great biographer, John Morley.



When Willisn Zwart Gladstone entored the Houss of

Cormons in the year 1833 the queation of Ireland, par-
sicularly that of the Irish Church, ocoupled the atten—
tion of both Houses of E}arliaza&xs} By the scts of Suprome
acy and of Uniformity passed in 1558 the authority of Rome
had been thrown off.® Thersafter, the control of the Ang-
iiean Chureh was vested in the crown and a wniform worshilp
wags preseribed for all churches in the Kingdom. It is not
easy for mombars of o religious persuasion to regulate their
laws and discipline =0 as to m}m then paladabls to those
who do not belons to it, end naturally an attenpt to estsbe
1ish uniformity by an Aet of Parliament was obnoxious to the
Roman Catholies on the one hand, and to the extreme Proles-
tanta on the other,

In Ireland wvhere membors of the Angliecan Church foraed

1. Gladstono had recoently been zraduated from Oxford and was
on the continent when he was called home by the Duke of
Howonstles to represent the constituency (Hewark) in Par-
lisment, During the campalgn he apoke on the Union of
chureh and State, particularly in defense of Irish Zg-
tablishnent, Correction of the Poor lLaws, illotment of
cottage Grownds, ﬁﬁaquata rwﬂmamtmn af labor etc.
John Morley, I 1 3f il ie Gladstons, Vol. I,
{(London, 1303 p. 0 s 1832 and
took hs.s goat in tha mly mfamsd z‘ar‘ the mllmmg ¥Trs.

2, The separstion was completed by 1571.




“

& very smmnall portion of the population the feeling toward
establishment was most bittor. It is estimated that in 1835
there waye only 800,000 menbers of the Zstablished Church
out of a total population of more than 8,000,000. The Enge
lish Chureh mainteined an expensive eatadblishment, liany
more bishons and clergysen in Irsland were consecrated than
ever %éra noeded.s Thelr benefices were amply endowed be-
side snjoyinz large revonues Tfrom the estates of the Church.

The Disssnter, vhether he was Catholie or Protestant,
in addition to paying taxes for the general expenses of the
national government and 2 heavy lemd tax, was reguired to
support an alien church. The Anglican clergy wers wﬁmmr-
a8d to collect the chief source of their incoms in the fom
of tithes, These tithes weroc assessed upon all tillape
land and by an Aot of Parlisment in 1823, the tax wes extend-

3. Irsland was divided into 1400 benelices, amply endowed

with about 600,000 pounds a year. There were 22 bish-
ops who onjoyed incomes smounting to 150,000 pounds e
yoar, %’z%h other income, the income of tha Churoh o=
noumted to 800,000 gmm&s a your for 800,000 souls, Ao~
gording to %nian the Lirst accurate eaaies&astieai Con=-
sus was taken in 1834. It showed:

Yombere of tho Established Church {including

Methodiste DY requesl) » o s se » » o « ’

Roman Catholies . . + .« - 5,&2‘?,‘?12

“«- 5 s 2 8 »
Prashytorinns o« + » » » 2 s o » ¢ = «» « 042,358
Other ?x‘&tﬁs‘%&ﬁt ﬁBQtﬁ s % o o s 2 » » 21,808
(5! : Qf ingtics z Oy £ aland fm

?@. D. Ktnea,
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ed to include all pasturs lend.* The Anslicen clergy through
officials onlled “tithe proctors” nalde the collections, The
burden fell upon the oecupler rather than upon the ommer of

the land, and the smount of the tax increased with the inoreass
of tillage. In a sposch delivered before the Irish fiouse of
Comnons lade in the sighteonth eentury, flenry Grattan stated
that the amount exactod s almost equal $to the entire value of
the lend.” In times of plenty it was paid, slthough reluctant-
1y, but in times of distress and arop fullures wien prices
were low the occupier asked for a reduction of tho tithe, and
if this was rerm it mennt that he wonld resist payaent of
any amount. A aisersbls cotter could not be psrsunded that
one-tonth of his l1itile erop should zo to the support of the
Church of an absentee landlord whose religion was mot his own.®
Another assesament roquired by the Church was the payment

4. Composition for 7ithes in Ireland, ( 4 Geﬁ. v, c. 98).

o gt‘%a f*v*vm* ef gland from the
¢ G :.; Famina,ti tg;ﬁ ?
Ge h part t;f all fmita,, msﬁtal, e

mnal smﬁ mxad, ﬁ’xiﬂi} ara éua to God and sanseqmﬂy

awyera. {Lm&on) ?al. XI. ;x. ?%

%’%&l};ﬁlﬁ says the chureh tithe amounted to 1/10 of his
BI'O :zmear fal};om A History of ingland from the
Conelusion of the Creat wai f’ljj}s ?"“"' l9il) Vol.i,
P. 290, FTOB OViAGNnce gathered Lor 1&2& L}'Brian lists
the cotters® ’m:rﬁ:ons as 3 ra.at tithes, mtmty mtes,
parochial rates, and support oi‘ Catholic clergy, p. 122,




e
of the parish cess or rate. This was imposed for the main-

tenance of the Church fabriec and for meeting the expens

of religious ssrvi@ea.? The amount of the cess was voted

by the parish and was not as large nor as objectionable as
the tithe., Both taxes, however, were forced upon the Dis-
senters and Catholiesm in addition to the demands made up-

on them for the support of their own churchas.a The Anglican
clergy called in the officers of the law to make their cole
lections of tithes and in default of payment seized the crops
and eattls of the tenants. The injustice of this procedure
caused the peasants to resort to acts of violence and open
rebellion agsinst the offiecials. They could not tolerate
the seizure and sale of their ecrops for the maintenance of

a clergy whose ministrations they never called upon and whose

services they never attended.g

7. These church rates were levied mainly on the Roman Cath-
olics. To that fund other operating expenses such as
washing of surplices, salary of the sexton and clerk, cost
of bread and wine for communion were also charged, Wal-

pole, Op. eitg, Vel. II, p. 302.

8. The Cess was abolished in 1832, 0'Brien, op. cit., p. 502,

9. An illustration of both the force used to colLliect and the
resistance on the part of the occupiers 1s shown in County
Cork., The rector could not collect his tithes so with the
aid of his proctor and four mounted, seven dismounted and
five special constables under the command of a lieutenant,
the army of eighteen men went forth to seize what movable
property they could. The peasants reaisted and the offi-
¢ials had to abandon the cattle they had carried away. Dur-
ing the clash, two of the officlals were killed and another
wounded. The rector did not obtain his tithes. Walpole,
Vol. II, p. 302,



B

The antipathy of the Irish toward English domination
in her religious affairs was accentuated by the attempt of
the Anglican clergy to convert the people to Protestantism.
As in England, the only opportunity for elementary education
was in the schools maintained by the Church and there only
Anglican tenets were taught., By this means it was hoped the
Irish ehildren would be brought up in the English belief. A
ma jority of the peasants, even had they bsen able to afford
sducation for their children, preferred to have them unedu-
cated rather than to have them become estranged from their
national beligf,

Writing of conditions while a visitor in Ireland lats
in the eighteenth century, Arthur Young speaks of the loyal-
ty of the Irish people to the Roman Church. He describes the
great body of people as being more enraged against, than con-
verted to, Protestantism., The Catholic masses adhered to the
church of their forefathers with the steadlest and most deter-
mined zeal, while the priests made proselytes asmong the Pro~-
testants in defiance of every danger. It was Arthur Young's
conviotion that the Irish Church had lost rather than gained
through establishment.l0

10. Arthur Young, Tour in Ireland, (Dublin, 1780) He also
stated that the inglish laws and taxes had crushed all
industry and wrested most of their property from the
Catholies, Walpole, op, cit., P. 240, (Quoting from
Arthur Young) '
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P
. that the government would be unable to fulfill its
m’mm&s}g Lad by an ardent supporter of Catholic Emancipa-
tion, Henry Grattan, additional measures of relief for Irish
Catholtos continued te be introdueed, Parllament rofused to
grant these demands and the answer of the Irish people wan
more discontent and ronewoed cutrages egainst mombers of the
Anglican Church.
Upon the second elsetion of Danisl O'Connell, & Catho~
lie, Parliament, fearing that eivil strife vould result if he

were agnin denled a soat in the lvuse of Commonse, adnitted him
as a duly elected and qualilfied mmflé This hastoned the
Catholic mnneipation aet of 1829 whieh granted politicsal and
oivil rights to the Homan Catholloes of Iroland with certain

Qﬁ;‘t‘éi‘#‘iﬁﬁ#glﬁ

15. i}etgrge III would not sign the Bill and Pi%t was soon foroced

14. Daniel C'Connell, a strong supporter of Irish rights, work-
ed succesafully on the forlings and the antipathy of the
Irish toward ingland. iz 4id not agitate in favor of go-
eial rsforn, but rather for politieal indepondonce. He
eraftily bargained for a politioal earcer by organising
in 1823 a Catholic Associsiion for tho peaceful apgitation
of public grievances. o was elected to Parlispent from
Comnty Clare, refused admission because of his unwilling-
ness to take the oath of supremacy, and then was lmmedi
atoly reelecoted from the same constituency. The minige-
try was foroed %o recognize him as a proporly cleeted
member of the House of Commons,

15, In 1828 Parlismont repealed the Test and Corporation iots
which mmde practically everyons eligible to office, bus
barrod Cathclies by requiring as a qualificatiion for of-
fice, taking the sacrament accarding to the Anglican farn.



B

Opposition in Ireland to English laws and regulations
continued to manifest itself esapeelally during frogquent eocow
nomic disasters, Protestant clergymen in Ireland as dis-
npensers of alms had access to every cottage. This was 3
real opportunity for the Anglican clergy to become acquainte
ad with the distress and poverty of their parishoners. Un=-
fortunetely for their cause, they attemmb ed to use this op~
portunity to make converts to their faith and thereby caused
increasing bitterness among the Catholic population. In this
and other ways it was repeatedly demonstrated that the Estab-
lished Chureh in Ireland could never fulfill the objescts for
which it, as a religious institution, was constituted,

Meanwhile O'Connell, joining with the Znglish Libersls
in the hope that Parliament would do something to restore peace
to Ireland, wvery ably presented the Irish causes in the House
of Commons. At the same time in Ireland he deliberately fed
the national hatreds between Celt and Saxon, although he op=~
posed the use of revolutionary methods,

The new Parliament which assembled after the First Re-
fom Bill went into effect could not overlook the state of
affairs in Ireland. The King's speech described the misfor-
tunes of the Established Church in Ireland and asserted that
the "spirit of insubordination and violence had risen to the



-G
most fearful haight."la Lord Althorp,a leader in the House
of Commons, introduced a bill proposing a tax on eertain.
Anglican benefices, a reduetion in the inecome of Angliean
clergymen in Ireland, and the suppression of some bishop-
rics.n'rka fund aceruing from these éom*ces was to be exe
pended for the repairs and the upkeep of the Church prope

18 4rcon-

erty, thus sbolishing the need for the parish cess.
nell was delighted at the proposal to sbolish the cess but
his spirits were soon dampened for two days later a Coercion
Bill was introduced in the House of Lords.t®

The Coercion Bill passed the House of Lords with little
debate but the House of Commons considered it more seriously.ge
In order to continue in power the ninistry was obliged toé&ac-
tion the measure and a majority supported it. Friends of con-

¢lliation then hastensd consideration of the bill introduced

16, Annual Register, (1833), The King's Sggeah, LXXV, p. 10.
17. Lord Stanley was the Chief Secretary for Ireland at that
. time. Along with reforms which he hoped Parliament

would consider, he thought any relief should be accompanied
by coercion. Haturally this made him most unpopular with
the Irish radicals and Repealers and he wanted to be transe
farred to some other position. On the other hand, Althorp,
who had travelled on the continent quite extensively be-
fore becoming a member of the House, was very sympathetie
toward Roman Catholles who were beling oppressed in Italy
as well as in Ireland.

'emporalities in Ireland, (3 and 4 William IV, c. 37)

Visturbances and dengerous Associations in Ireland,

T ZH- 'am‘,aﬁ

20, I; gasgéntroduced on Feb, 15, and passed the third time on
8D« .
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by Lord Althorp, known as the "Heform of the Irish Church
Bill"e In order to gain the support of the House of Lords,
the clause appropriating funds derived from the suppression
of bishopries had to be stricken outs Although the Ilords
would not allow the properity of the Irish Church to be dis-
turbed, the Bill, with a narrow margin in its favor, became

a law and the parish cess was abolished.

Parliament then took up the consideration of e ques-
tion of Irish Church tithes., In 1823 a tithe bill had been
passed providing that a commission might be appointed to ar-
range for the composition of tithes. Also, with the hope of
lessening the burden on arsble land, the tithe~paying area was
inereased by extending it to include pasture lan&.zl Almost
every c¢lass in Ireland indicated a willingness to subscribe
to the msasure and it was fairly successful. The Anglican
clergy still hed great diffioulty in colleeting their rev-
enues since because of deficient harvests the people could
not pay‘zg The differences between Roman Catholics and
Protestants remained as great as ever.

Hot the distress of the common people in Ireland so

21. Composition for Tithes in Ireland, (4 Geo. IV c. 99)

22, Crop fallures were so comuon in Ireland that it was
possible to speak of Ireland as being in a condition
of chronic famine,
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much as the distress suffered by the Anglican clergy because
of arrears in the payment of tithes, caused Parliament to
appoint Select Committees to consider and report on the sube
jeet. ZEarly in 1832, the commititees of both Houses reported
and recomuended that tithe composition should be made com=
pulsory, and also that Parliament should advance money to
the Anglican clergy until some better arrangement eould be
devised for the collection of arrears., Both recommendations
were incoarporated in laws passed during the next five years,
By the terms of the Tithe Aot of 1838, the question of tithes
was finally settled by transferring the burden from the ocou-
pler to the landlord who was to collect it in the form of rento>

During his first few ysars as a member of the House of
Commons, Gladstone listened attentively to the debates on the
subjeet of the Irish Church. He made the acquaintance of Lord
Althorp, an English champion of Catholic Emaneipation, and of
Daniel 0'Connell, the most skillful sgltator for Irish freedum.
He was influenced by Joseph Hume'*s effective defense of the
Irish cause, despite the fact that back of all attacks made
upon Irish tithes and church rates was a concerted effort to
rid Ireland of foreign control. As an Oxford alumnus Glad-
stone had been educated in the theory that establishment was

23, Act Abo%;shigg Composition for Tithes, (1 and 2 Victoria,
Ces &L
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easential to the strength of the Empire, During the cam~
paign preceding his eleetion in 18§2, he had adressed the
electors of Newark on the subject of the Union of Chureh
and State, defending in particular Irish establishment.

His maiden speech on that subject in the House of Commons
was against Lord Althorp's Irish Church Reform Bill,2* 1a
this speech he said that the admission of Catholics to Par-
liament and their continued agltatlon against tithes and rates
might weaken the position of the Church, and he admonished
Parliament that it must maintain the Church or 1% "couldn't
resist repeal of the Union." He added that he hoped never to
see the day when disestablishment would be adopted. Hembers
of both political faotions eame in for eriticism for "exclude
ing the elements of true religion from their considerations," D
As a devoted follower and ciose associate of Robert Peel,
Gladstons observed the political significance which attached

26
to religion and education. It soon became evident to him

24. July 8, 1833.
25. Britis; Pg liamenta:gssrbates, ed, T. C. Hansard {London)
Ll 2t ;

26, Rcb&rt Pesl's ministry began in 1834 and undertook s num-
ber of reforms esmong them being: commutation of tithes;
an inquiry into some of the abuses and inequalities of
the Established Church; an attempt to remove disabilities
of Dissenters. Gladstone described Pesl as a "religious
man, wholly anti-church and uncleriecal, and largely un-
dogmatie", MNorley, Life of William Gladstone, Vol. I,
(Londcn’ 1903) P. 177,
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that measures, even of a religious natuve, in the House
wore designed wholly in the interest of maintaining party
control rather than in upholding standards, and that with
the passage of the Catholic Emancipation Act and the First
Reform Bill, laws affecting the Anglican Chureh would be
made by men of other e¢reeds, Gladstone as a devout Churche
man Telt moved to bend every effort to entrench more fimmly
the idea of establishment. He studied and wrote on the sub«
jeet of Church and State and published his book called "The
Church in it's Relations with the State" in December, 1838,

This and other publications in which he attémptad to
make more clear the position of the Church were well receiv-
ed by the theologians but his colleagues failed to understand
or appreciate them. Years later he wrote that.at that. time
he found himself "the last man on & sinking ship"; that when
he "bade execlusive support be given established religion, it

27 He was endeavoring to help the

was just about to die.™
Church and "dreamed that she was capable of recovering lost

ground, and of bringing back the nation to unity in her com=-
munion, <8 Although for the next few years the time of Par~

liament was conaumed with consideration of meassures of eco~

27, W. E. Glaéstone, Gleaniggs frqm Past Years, { 7 YVols.,
London, 1897) Vol. De

28, lorley, op. e¢it.,"Some of My Errars", (1894) p. 179,
(From a set of fragmentary notes) Quoting from Morley.
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ango, (Gladstone econtinued his study of relig-
ious guestions, sspeeially in relation to Ireland.

By the time theo next orisis in religlious affeirs oo
cupled the attention of rarlismwent, Gladstone was waell pree
pared to take o leading parit. Peel, hoping %o bLring about
more friendly relations between the State and the Roman
Catholic Church in Ireland, introduced s measure in 1844
renowing and trebling the grant to Haynooth College. This
inatitution had been chartered in the yoar 1795 for the
purposs of educating young Irishnmen for Catholie prieste
hood and had reseived sn annual appropriation for its main-
tonance from rarlisnent. Parlianent zlso supported Trinlty
College to which Cathollce studonts had been admitted, but

the fecs were sxhorbitant and its courses in theology were
devoted almost entirely to rotestant teschings. In sddi~
tion to the Parlinmentsry allotment Trinity was richly en=
dowed while the income laynooth received from the cuvern=
mant was entirely inadequate for its support, tut still
large enough to discoursge voluntary ocontribution.

Peel's poliecy was vigorously attacked in Parliament.
Some members objested to appropriations being made to nmain-
$ain Catholic edueation; other objectoad to funds beling ap-
propriated to any particular religion; vhile still others
obhjeoted to the prineiple of all appropriastions of money
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from the publie funds for religious purposss, Sach of thess
groups attenpied to question the expedieney of any grant
to Maynooth or itz complete withdrawal, but Gladstons re-
ninded them that the subjoct before Parlisment was marely
one of 29

Gladstone's position on the subjeot of the aynooth
grant was diffieult. Six years esriier he had expressed
his views strongly on the relations dbetween Churech and
Stats and thelr obligations to each other, To support
this measure so soon afterward night give rise to doubts
of his sincerily and honesty. HNevertheless, he favored
the proposal to distribute public funds "drawn from the
labor of tho whols commanity for the benafit of sll the
pmple."m fle rosigned from the ninistry and worked for
the measure independently.

On the ssoond reading of the bill, Cladsatons rose to
its defense. e sald that while he recognized that "that
land 1s happy in which religious unity prevails among the
people”, he was "not willing to plage religious unity at
the hesd of the list of all sooclal end oivil blessings”,
nor would he "sesk to win the approdation of rarliasment by
pretending to bollieve that religious profession had no kind

29, Although Maynoath had been founded to provide for the
education of about two hundred young men to carry om
the work of the Catholic Church in Ireland, it alao
supplied many priestis for Camada snd other pmrts of

30, Annual Reglster, 13&5, LXWII, Pe 112,
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or degree of bhearing upon political and civil duties.” He
said "he could not remain indifferent to these divisions
in religion whieh unhappily prevailed in Ireland and which
he found lay at the root of all social differences and
discords. Inevery case where Parlisment was dealing with
the interests and feelings of persons or of classes outw
side their own enviromment, the members ought to endeavor
to assume the position of those persons, in this case the
Roman Catholies of Ireland, in order to judge the situation
from their point of viaw."zl In closing he called attention
to a petition fraa the Synod of Ulster stating that since
they received pecuniary assistance from the State, both for
the support of thelr ministers and likewlse for the instruet-
ors in their theological academy, they were asking that like
advantages be accorded to the Roman Catholies of Ireland,

The Maynooth Bill passed and was immediately followed
by a measure providing for the establishment of new colleges
which offered good and cheap education to Roman Catholics,
Anglieans, and Dissenters, without distinetion.®2 Undoubt-

3l. Hansard, Second Reading of the Bill, LXXIX, (Dee., 16,
1847) p. Y300,

32, The measure provided education for the middle classes
of Irelend and provided for the founding of three cole
leges in the north, west, and south of Ireland; they
were to be supported by tho government, and the Crown
was to "abstain from all interference, positive or
negative, with the conscientiousseruples of the stu=~
%eg;bsvif mvatters of education". Walpole, op. eit.,pp.l12],
2 Ole .
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edly those neasuves tendsd to raove the edusational ine
aquality which was one of the greatsst causes Tor Irish
disoontent, The Yamynooth grant contined miil Clade
stone's Bill m Diseateblishnont »f ihe Irish Church was
E}W;%

In sddition %o prossing politicsl duties, ox while
enjoying s short resplto from then, (Qadstons econtinued
his study of religious probleus.”® He bogan to doudt
whother the Chureh could bo most affectively served by
parliamentary }.e@maﬁf:ﬂ;. If tho Church could no lonpgsr
hely hersclf nor help others, was not parlismentnry sup-
port useless, o resomted the sttemnt o strengthon hor
nosition by the use of eosroion oo had hoon done in Iro-
land., Iis vesontnent was greoater sinse tho composition of -
Parlisment was rapiily ehanging, It had first ceased %o be
Anglicsn, then it had ceased to be vholly Protesiant and
with the removal of Jewish disabilitios 1in 1858, 1t would
even ocease to be vholly Christian,

Cladstons's addrese in faver of admitting Jews to sis
in Farliasont gave hin an opporiunity to make publie his
changing views on the guestion of Church and State. He

33. 1869,
34, my +he Chureh heold him in Jerliamont. 33@15?, ODs t; E’t;
Vol. I, Pe 375.
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replied to members of the Opposition by saying that there was
no necessity for excluding the Jews from Parliament for he
wag confldent that everyone of the members felt perfectly
sure that the majority would always continue to be Chris-
tians, "So long as Parliament continued to bear the ehar-
acter of political guardians of the Church, it might not be
uncommon to hear Gentlemen who did not belong to her commun-
ion say that they did not look upon it as a matter for their
concern.” However, he felt "that since the Aot was to be
done in the interest of civil and socilal jJustice, it could
involve no disparasgement to the Anglicem faith and could
never lower bthe Chureh in publie estim tion, ™59

An attempt of the Romean Catholic Church %o set up a
hiererchy of blshops in the British Isles in 1850 caused
many members of Parliament to view the movement with con=
goern as an invasion of temporal as well as of spiritual
power, The ministiry introduced an Ecclesiastical Titles
Bill forbidding Roman Catholies, undsr penalty of law, to
take titles from any territory within the United Kingdam.ss
Although the House was almost solidly against him, Glad~-
stone protested against meeting spiritual dangers with

35, H&n&s&rd’ XCV, (Deee 15, 184'?) P 1300.
36. Irish Branch of United Churches of England and Ire=-
an an Victoria, c. 71)
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legislation of a pensl character. He asked il they were
not "interfering with the rights of religlous bodies”,
The fact that the Roman Catholics recognized a foreign
authority for their spiritual head, he said, aid not Jus-
tify Pariiament in withholding from them a freedom and &
privilege which was really religious. IHe ¢ould not s~
tify the interference of Parliament unless it could be
proved that the bizhoprics were founded for temporsl pur=
posas.37

The provisions of the IZecelesiastical Titles Bill and
the support given it when it was introduced in the House of
Commons, created fresh discords between the Irish people and
the English., Gladstone cautioned the members of the Houss
that "1t was the absolute duty of the government to adopt
a system of equal dealing in regard to Englend and Ireland.”
He admonished the members that they could not "turn back the
tendencies of the age toward religious liberty; it was their
duty to forward those tanaeneies."aa The foclesiastical Titles
Bill pessed but remained a dead letter and was struck out of
the gtatute book twenty years later,

Gladstone's public defense of both Jews and Roman Cathe

37, Henserd, op. ¢it., CXV (Mar. 25, 1851) p. 578.
38, Ibid., ’p—EWE}M 08,
39, During Oledstouc's first administration, 1871.
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olics in these moasures caused his Ifriendls to look with
alarm at his departure from his traditional viewpointa,
High and Low Churchmen had joinnd in defending the Zow-
clesiastioal Titles Bill and he, upon whom they had re-
lisd as ono of the recognized leaders in Anglisun affairs,
hnd used his strength and influence, not only in the osuse
of religious liberty, but also in the interest of religious
equality. Despite the faet that Gladstone know his politi~

early attitude and toward greater liberslism in church mat-
ters was now well begun.

Assoclation with nonconfornist slergy on various re-
ligious problems interested Glafistone in their attitude
toward estabdlishment. llany of them hoped that with his
political influenee and his comprehension of the differ-
onces whigh lay betwesn thelr ways of interpreting the
sorvices of the Church, he might be able to effect a con-
proaise. It must be romembered that members of his owm
Anglioan Chureh in Seotland were Disgenters from the es=
$ablished Presbyterian Chursh of that ecountry. This fact
probably hastened his progress toward liberalism. His
Irish asqguaintances rocognized hiz devotion to their
gause., One of the leaders, Joseph Hume, after listen~
ing to his speoch on the Looclesiastical Titles Bill, asked



for a copy so that it might be read by Dissenters whom
he said knew nothing of religlous liberty.

The religious ideas of saze of his friends were al-
a0 being disturbed. Even at Oxford, where for so long
the connection hetwsen Church and State hed been firmly
entrenched, opinions had syrung up that seomed to be rende
ing the Church in twain., Some of his closest friends had

gone over %o the lloman Chureh, others reomained as intoleyw
ant as aver,

Gladstons was not by nature tolerant, but his regard
for fomnal differences in matters of shurch sove
conventions led him to hope, as tho Dissenters did, to ro-
form 1t from within.®® Pinally he dlsgnosed the conflict
he wae having within hinmself by writing af'terward that his
"opinions wont one way, and his lingering sympathies ths
other.”8l His opinions looked toward liberalis: and his
traditions xept him with the conservatives,

His sojourn in Italy in 1850 contridbuted materdislly
to his progress toward liberalisnm, He thought first of

40. Gladatone wrote that he was b:mught up to baliove that
salvation depended absolutely upon the roception of &
particular and a very narrow cresd. o wrole in 1865
that "long, long have I cast those weeds behind me”,
M@r}.ﬁ‘y, ity U@ g‘t’ pu 3.3?.

4. Morley, ODs Git
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for their children. All these quesiions involved funda-
nmentally the separation of Chureh end States In the do-
bates on esch of these eduscational subjects, CGladstone
apoke repeatedly in favor of more libersl legislation.

In Ireland the people thomsolves were divided on
the subject of nationsl education. aAlthough the Roman
Catholie clergy supported the measwre $c take control of
education out of the hands of the Anglican elergy, after
it went into offoct they agitated for secular schools where
more religiocus inatruction would be given in the Catholie
bolief. This acitation kept alive the religlous griov-
anses of the Catholiocs ageinsl esiablishrent., In 1864 the
Irish Hantional Association wms publicly insugurated., AS
its first moeting it stated that the Eplscopal Church was
maintained "in ﬁaf&am of the will of the great majority
of the Irish psople”, and was "a badge of nationol servi-
tude offensive and degrading alike to all Irishmen,"%3

Fith the pasasage of the Bill for national education

which now vested control in the State, many Anglicans were

forced to concede that establishment was weakening. 4 pro-
poscal was nade SO endow all denominations in Ireland with

43, Xillen, Vol. II, ODe Cite, Pe S8
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a view to a more jJudicious distribution of revenues, ¥ A1~
though both Roman Catholies and Presbyterians had accepted
endowments for edusationsl purposes afe Haynooth and at
ousen's Colleges, some members of the Roman Catholic clergy
oblectaed to a s&haiﬁy from the Gowny
first, because they might inour the diapleasure of their
adherents by obligating themselves to the state, and second,

g;‘i’i;.»-i f@r ‘&w r&aﬁm;

because they oould expect no great financial benofit since
the amounts wonld be voted by the Frotestants of Great Bri-
tain.

‘These spsculations were set aside when Cledstone do~
elared the intention of taking up the question of the Irish
Chureh in Parliament., That he had besn preparing for iis
dissolution is evidencsed from his priwate correspondence
of this period. In a letter to thse “ishop of Oxford (1863)
he said that “the whole of his public life, for tweniy years
or nmore, with respeet to matters ocelssiastical had been a
continuing effort, thouch a vory weak ono, to extricate the
Chuireh in some ee from entangling relations without
shock or violenoe."*® snother letter indfcates clearly

PLLFeR
iy

44. This was tho 1&3& held by most of the vonservatives,
45, Walpole, OD. 2 DPe 12~122,Vol, V,
48, dorley, o ‘e g Vol. II, p. 159,
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that he had decided the time was ripe for disestablishment.
He wrote that "he would treat the Irish Church as a relig-
ious body with the same respect and eonsideration as the
Church of England,” and he "would apply to it the same lib-
eral policy as regards its freedom of action.," But, he em~
phasized, he "was not loyal to it as an establishment.” He
‘said he"eould not renew the votes and speeches of thirty
years back."™ He brought the letter to a elose by express-
ing his convietion that he "eould not look upon its present
fom of existence as more favorable $o religion, in any sense
of the word,,than it was to oivil Justice and to the contente
ment and loyalty of Ireland.”é?

All through February and March, 1865, Glasdstonse worked
on the guestion of the Irish Church, A letter to his son
written soon after said that he was "convinced that the only
hope of making it possible for the Chureh to discharge her
high office as stewardess of divine truth, was to deal tender-
ly and gently with all points at which her external privileges
grated upon the feelings and interests of that unhappily large
portion of her community who had almost ceased to care for

her" 048

47. Morley, 0%§ Gét:, Vol. II, p. 141. To Robert Fillimore,
an old ord asscciate, Feb. 13, 1865,
48, 0Op. cit., To W. H. Gladstone,
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On March 28, 1865, Gladstone introduced a motion in
the House of Commons stating first, that in the opinion
of the House the present position of the Irish Church es-~
tablishment was unsatisfactory; and second, that it called
for the early attantioﬁ of Her Majesty's government., Some~
ond inmmediately replied that it was an indirect attack up~
on the English Church. He answered that opposition by say-
ing that "it would be e miserable excuse if they were to
say that they fhought the English Church in Ireland ought
to be maintained becauss it was eatablished by Pariiament.”
They must bear in mind that when it was established Par-
liament was unable to foretell the problems which it
might encounter.

Then he quoted figures t o show that the Anglican com-
munion counted in its membership only & very small number
of the Irish people. He argued that it wasae™mistake to
suppose that the exclusive sestablishment of one religion
was in all ciroumstances favorable to the progress of that
religion”. In other ftimes it had been said "that the ex-
clusive establishment of the Protestant Church in Ireland
was necessary for the maintenance of loyalty and order in
that country.” Declaring this statem ent to be untrue, he
warned them that they were actually incurring danger when



T
they used the civil government to propogate a particular
form of religion regardless of other circumstances, He
contended that there ecould be "no more fatal error on the
part of those charged with the government of a country
than to do acts or make provisions which implied that
loyslty to the laws, to the throne and to thé institutions
of the country was the particular and exelusive property
of a small minority of the people“.és

An argument which was commonly advanced was that
tithes were not paid by the cultivator of the soil but
by the landlords, and therefore these might be used ex-
clusively to the maintenance of the system which, in the
great majority of cases, was the religion of the land-
lord, Gladstone contended that in reality these tithes
were property subject to legislation and, contrary to
the genersl opinion, the appropriation was not deter-
mined by the Church but by Parliament, The fact that
the appropriations were so determined was one of the
elements in the present situation of the Church in Ire-
land whieh put her in a false position,

¥hen a radical member of the House proposed immediate
action in the case of the Irish Church, Gladstone voted

49, Hansard, CXXVIII, (Mar. 28, 1865) p. 428,
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against the proposal. The time and attention of Parliament
was occupied Just then with political matiers and he believed
that when the time was ripe for the consideration of the Irish
Church all other business should be set aside for it,

With the outbrsak of Fenianism in Ireland in 1867, and
its attendant outrages in Manchester and in London, the vast
importance of the Irish controversy came home to the popular
mind. The state of Ireland became the question of the day.
The Conservatives, led by Disraell, favored a plan for cone
current endowment, meaning that Parliament would appropriate
funds for the unendowed ¢lergy in Ireland similar to the
amounts received by the Anglicans, This ﬂéa the policy of
compromise. Gladstone resolved to meet 1t with one of re-
ligious equality. He was resolved upon an Irish policy
based on Irish lines,

Soon after he rose to defend the English Church and
likewise to attack establishment In Ireland. He recognized
three grounds on which establishment might be justified.

In the first place, on religious grounds, if establishment
sould be maintained on the basis of truth; second, if the
Established Church were the church of the bulk of the pop-
ulation; or third, if it were the church of the mass of

the poorer portion of the population. Gladstone said that

in former days the established Chureh was maintained on the
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grounds of truth., If this view still prevailed he asked how
the Anglican members of Parlisment justified their appropri-
ations for Maynooth where they were educating a priesthood
who taught that truth was not to be found in the Church of
England, He oontended that figures could be used to show
that in more than a hundred parishes the membership of the
Established Church was in the minority.’C In Ireland the
religion of the Angliecan Chureh was the religion of the few
and this few were of the wealthy lendowning class, Parli-
ament therefore coilld not maintain the Established Church
in Ireland on the ground of truth, on the ground that it
was the Church of the mass of the people, or on the ground
that 1t was the Church of even & majority at the poorer por-
tion of the population.

Gladastone commended the Irish on their patiencs in tol-
erating establishment for so many years snd asked the members
of Parliement whether they would tolerate so long an alien
chureh in their om community. He repeated that neither an
Englishman nor a Scotehman would endure such a state of af-
fairs as exlsted in Ireland. He eoncluded with the antieipa-
tion that the time was not far distent vhen the Parliament

50. "Two cases of benefices - Newton-Lennan in Linsmore
diocese in 1867 has a population of 4 Anglicans and 1143
Roman Catholies. Kilmoylan with Cummer in 1869 had 4
Anglicans and 2769 Roman Catholies.” Hansard, CXCI,
(Mareh 30, 1868) p. 486,



of Englan@ would feel it its duty to look that question
"fairly and fully in the face"dl

In March,1868, an Irish member of Parliament, John
Franeis Maguire, introduced a ssries of resolutions econ-
cerning the state of Ireland. His denuncistion of the
evils of the Irish Church was so severe that the parlismen-
tary leaders felt compelled to express their opinions. The
Seoretary for Ireland, Lord Hayo, hinted at solving the
problem by squalizing all religlous denominations., John
Bright, an ardent Libersl and ¢lose friend of Gladstone,
strongly denounced Irish establishment. On the fourth
night of the debate, March 16, Gladstone endorsed the
opinion expressed by Bright and declared that the time
had come when the "Church as a State Church must cease to
exist.” He asserted that religious equality must be es-
tablished, but decidedly condemned the plan for bringing
other denominations up to the level of the Angliean Church
as entirely unpractieal.sz

On March 23, in the House of Commons Gladstone gave
notice of three resolutions which he intended to introduce.

The terms of the resclutions were as follows:

51. Hansard, CLXXXVII, (May 7, 1867) p. 131,
52, JIvid,, CXC, (Marech 16, 1868) p. 1770,
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1. That in the opinion of this House it is neces-
sary that the Established Church of Ireland should
cease to exist as an establislment, due regard be-
ing had to all personal interests and to all indi-
vidual rights of property.

2. That subjeet to the foregoing considerations,
it is expedient to prevent the ereation of new
personal interests by the exercise of any publie
patronage, and to confine the operations of the
Koeleslastical Commissioners of Ireland to ob-~
Jects of immediate necessity or involving indi-
vidual rights, pending the final decision of Par-
liament,

3, That an humble address be presented to Her Mae~
Jesty, humbly to pray that with a view to the pur-
poses aforesaid, Her Majesty will be graciously
pleaded to place at the disposal of Parliament her
interest in the temporalities in archbishopries,
bishopries, and other eceolesiastical dignities a%g
benafices in Ireland and in the custody thereof.
In the meantime Lord Stanley moved an smendment to
the effect that disendowment and disestablishment ought %o
be reserved for the decision of a new Parliament. The
time for the discussion of Gladstone's resolutions and
the Stanley amendment was set for the following week and
began on March 30th, Gladstone asked the members of the
House first of all "to consent to the disendowment of the
Established Church in Ireland”. He maintained that to "re-
lieve the Church from a position which was odious and dang-

erous and which was socially unjust would strengthen her

53. Annual Register, 1868, CX, p. 60.
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foundations®. He sald that he was certain that the cesse~
ation of control should be effected in 2 mammor worthy of the
nation, snd ho sssured them that a plan could be svolved
giving matisfaction to eovery propristary and vested right.
After overy claim was satisfied Parliamont would have to
*sontemplate a resldus”™ which he ssid should be trested as
an "Irish fund applicable to the execlusive benefit of Ire-
laad"'ﬁ&

Looking at the financial result of the neasure, Glad-
stonc estimated that if the entire propeartsy of the Irish
Church were sold in open market, not less than three-fifths,
possibly two~thirds, would romain in the hands of the nom~
bors of the Anglican communion. By freelng the cdcher twoe
rifths or one-third of the land from tlerical conirol, con-
ditions in Ireland would be considerably improved, and the
inglican Church would no longer hold i{ts remaining proporty
amid an estranged and alienated population, but "with the
cordial roodwill of sll seets, nll partiss and all persuasions.
both in England and in Ireland”,>®

Gladatone asked the !ouse of Commons o look at the ocone
dition of the clergy in Ireland, There wers throe classes:

54, Annual Register, loo, oit, .
5. Hensard, CXCI, {=ar. 30, 1868) The istablishod Church,
P .
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"first, ministers of the Established Church who for their
misfortune had much pay and little work; second, ministers
of the Presbyterian persuasion who had little pay and much
work; and last, the Roman Catholic priests and ministers of
the minor Protestant secis who had no pay at all and much
unrk“.sﬂ He asserted that all throuch the distress and
famine in Ireland, which had fallen hardest on the Roman
Catholic population, the Anglican clergy had been abls to
pursue their vocations in "perfect trangnility.”5?

Gladstone reminded Parliament that there was a wide
amount of sympathy in Ireland with Fenlanism and a dis-
position to embrace it if there was hope that it might
succeed, The aim of this movement was to throw off British
rule by intimidation and force. He declared that when there
was so much disaffection in Ireland that to preserve order
the government had to maintain an army, and a pcliee force
orgénizad as an army, it was a situation akin to war. He
felt that the system under which Ireland had been governed
during the past century was so parvsrtéd that the Establish=
ed Church could hardly be called a religious institution,

56, Hansard, op. c¢it., p. 933,
57. Ibid., - pa
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and he was convinesd that violence in Ireland wes the logi~
eal outcame of repressions of religious as well as of eivil
rights, The Zstablished Church regerded in its theory and
in its aim was beautiful and attraetive. What it actually
had eome to be in Irelend was but an appropriation of pub-
lic property, an appropriation of the fruits of labor to
certain purposes, He was unwilling to be responsible for
the continuance of sush a state of affairs and he meant to
use every effort in his power to clear the conscience of
England, When England faced a condition such as that exist-
ing in Ireland, an establishment could not be maintained
without a violation of what the bulk of the people believed
to be the principle of eivil justice., This being true the
extinction of establishment and not its extension was the
way to give a true religious character to the country.

He asserted that it was time that the British govern-
ment abandoned the doctrine of exclusive loyalty secured
by exclusive privilege. ile was unwilling to recognize eny '
&istincticn between one elass of the population and another,
except the distinection of obedience and disobedlence to law,
He denied that Parliament had a morsl right to draw a dis-
tinetion between one and another religious persuasion. More-

over, from the purely practieal standpoint, they had had
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enough bitter experioncs with that poliey. Finslly, he
frocly adnitted that the settlement of tho Church gunesw
tion in Irelsnd was not a panacen for all the evils of

that country, where for centuriss "perverse ingenulty

had been at work to deprave and disturdb” the politleal state
and soelal conditions and he pledged himself with the help
iy the ills of zmlm&%

John Bright supported Gladstone's resolutions cone
tending that establishment was only Justified on two pre-
tensss - relizious and politicel. The conversion of the
Irish people to Protestantiszm he sald had been a diamel
failwrs and under the present conditions anarchy, sub-
duasd by foree, made political control egually a failure.

e pointed cut that il suwoh a condition as this had exisi-
od in any of the colonies Parlisnent would have sbolished

of Farliament %o

it long sgo. Ie stressed the fact that a chanse was do-
gired by an influontial snd wise ninority of Irish Pro-
testants and concluded by admonishing Farlianment not to
inoreass the discontont.

In enswer to eriticisms of his resclutions, Glad-
stone reiterated the fact that the "Irish Church could

53; &mﬁ’ GEs g&tz; {ﬁm‘il %‘ l@%} Pe 3‘66?‘



never fulfill any of tho objects for which 1t, as a re~
1iglous establishment, was constituted™s ’ It was not

the ohurch of the nation, but the church of a frastion,
one-aighth or one-tenth, of the people. It was not ths chureh
of the poor, for nine-tenths of the land was in the hends

It was "not supported on the high ground

se of ‘aynooth®.%C It had entirely failed in
its objeet. ingland had obtained in Ireland external peace
and order by the uss of her gigantic power, but peace and
order were only on the surfaoce.

Answering s memder of the Upposition who -had said that
it was "the glory end rivilege of ma State to maintain
the light of the Neformation in Ireland", Gladstone admitted
that this sounded very well but pointed out that there must
be other gloriesz and privileges of the State as proved by
the faet that they were paying sane thirty thousand pounds
a ysar for the meintenance of Maynooth College, whonoe somd-
thing like a hundred priests were sent forth anmally "to
tasch that the Beformation was no glory and no lisht, but
that all glory and all light were in tho R@@an Told."ol

bgi Eg %iggpg 1661,
o1s ﬁu ?'

Har, 39; 1868) p. 936.
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Shifting his ground, Gladstone asked Parliament to
consent to the disendowment of the Hstablished Chureh in
Ireland for the welfare of ZEZngland end Hnglish institutions.
He maintained that to reliesve the Church of England from a
position which was politically odious and dangerous, and
wtich was socially unjust, would sirengthen her foundations
and give her fair play in the exercise of her great mission.
He asserted that there were three definite reasons for mov-
ing the question of disestablishment Jjust then. TFirst, pub~
lic opinion which had made s remarkable advance in relig-
ious liberalism; second, the attitude of the government
which itself had opened the question of religious condition
in Ireland; and third, the state of Ireland where peace was
maintained only by the overwhelming power of ZIngland. He
urged the House to accept the resolutions as part of &
policy to "add strength and glory to the empire”.ﬁz

A few days later, Gladstone moved a resolution whieh
provided for the arrest of episcopsl appointments with a
view to reserving to the new Parliament the final disposi-
tion of the question, This was the Suspensory 3ill, the
more important clauses of which were; first, that in event

that any vacancy occurred "in any dignity or benefice no

62, Annual Register, 1868, CX, p. 82.




BB
successor should be appointed, and that the incowe should
be held by the Established Church to be disposed of as Par-
liament might direct", and second, that Parliament should
"make no grants for the building or repairing of any church
or glebe heuses‘"ss This act was to be a temporary measure
to remzin in foree until August first, 1868, A third reso-
lution providing for the abolition of the Regium Donunm and
the Maynooth grant was brought in on the same day.54

A short time later, speaking on the Suspensory Bill,

Gladstone rencunced emphatically all ideas of endowing any
other religious communion in place of the Irish Church since
he was opposed to any form of salarled or stipendiary elergy.
Establishment in Ireland had been a fallurej; three centuries
had proved the hopelessness of fulfilling there the work for
which establishment existed. On the other hand he assaerted
his confidence that the Anglican Church in Ireland would sue-
cessfully maintaln itself, and expresssed his astonishment
that some Anglicans were so devoild of faith in the religious
principles they professed as to entertsin apprehensions that
those who held their faith and religion in Ireland were "not
competent to direct themselves in their religious affairs."8d

63. Annual Register, 1868, CX., p. 99.

84, & Hegium Donum was & small endowment given the Pres-
byterian clergy in Ireland,

65. Hansard,"Second Reading of the Suspensory Bill", CXCII,
(May 22, 1868) p. 723. .
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Gladstone concluded his defense by stating that it
wag his conscientious convietion that the existence of the
Established Chureh in Ireland was "hostile and injurious to
the interests of Parliament”. He urged that in a civilized
age, people éheuld be brought to conceive that 1t was pose
sible for others to honestly and conseientiously differ
from them; for until that lesson was lsarned, "there ecould
be but little progress in true civilizatian“.55 Although
the Suspensory Bill passed the House of Commons it was de-
feated in thé House of Lords. Therefore Parliament was
dissolved and a general election follewed in November., Dur-
ing the campaipn the question of the Irish Church was dis-
cussed in all of the constituencies of the United Kingdom
and a majJority of the new Parliasment chosen in the slection
were favorable to disestablishment. The constlituency of
South-West Lancashire, which was strongly Chureh of England,
failed to reelect Gladstone, but anticipating the defeat,
his friends had alded in his election for Greenwich.

Gladstone was the acknowledged leader of the Libersals
and when the election placed that party in control of the
House of Commons, as had been anticipated, he was summoned
by the Queen and intrusted with the formation of a ministry.

After several conferences with the Queen and also with mem=-

66, Hansard,op. cit.,p., 803.
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bers of the clergy he set %o work ito draft the Irish Church
Bill., In the course of his spesch at the reassembling of
Parliament Pobruary sixtsenth, he expressed his regret that
in view of the Iinterest nanifested in the guestion of the
relation of landlord and temant in Ireland, the *“‘ouse of
Commons would have to leave the sonsidsration of that phase
of the Irish question for another time.

On Mareh Tirst, he brought his plan before the louse
of Commong. By ascepting his previous resolutions, Pare
liament had consented to the disestablishment of the Irish
Churech and that aetion had been endoraed by the constituencies.
The problem before him was to dispose satisfactorily of the
funds aceruing from the sale of church property. Technioale
1y and legslly thore ﬁauléi be immediate disendownent,. Dis-
egtablishment would be postponed until January, 1871. at
that date the union between the Chureh of Impland end of
Ireland would be dissolved and occlesiastieal laws would
no longer be binding exeept as they would be understood to
oxist as terms of voluntary contract betwoen the elergy and
laity until altered by the new gowverning body of the Church.

The Zeclesiastical Commission to be appointed immediato-
ly would, as its chief duty, ascertain the azount of vested
interonts hald by eaeh incumbent of a benefice, 50 long
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as a clergynman discharged his duties, the Commission would
pay him for his interests, or if he preferred ho nmight have
1t commted into an apnuity for life, in both cases the
amount paid to curales was %o be s&e&m%é.% The only "markete
able property® retained by the Church would be the private enw
dowments, buildings whioh might be resained if they werc to
be used for publie worship, and cerdain historioe religious
adificas for publis mﬁa Buildings no longer used for pub=
1ic worship were to be disposed of by the ﬁmisai%..%

The educational grants %o Haynooth and the Prosbyterian
e¢olleges in Irelsnd were to be discontinusd dbut there would
be an svaluation of sll intercsts in these granis ond for
this compensation would be made. Thus sdusational egquality

67, The %ixemnt was soocured in his title with threo ex~
coptiong:
a8, Titles to the tithe-rent charges would be vested
immediately in the Commissioners,
b. Frosholds of churaleswhelly in ruins would he taken
from the inewsbents,
Paara;@ rights of Irish bishops would cease st once,
s14L3, ,‘“s_. v?:: {13&9} GXZ, p‘ %‘

rivata endownents wore mnay sontributed fron private
sourocas sm the year 1860, and Gladstone pointed ocut
it would g; mgiwia chmhaa end glebe houses, Annual
Ly ’;8 - 3 gc .
‘ shurches not in use, snd not gcapable of restoration
tarmzmmshipmmmbekmﬂs&ammtham
of Publie Yorks with an alloeation of funds sufficient
for maintenance, The glebes ware twrned over to the
Coverning Body of the now Chureh composed of both lalsy
and clorgy. On its payment of bullding charges they
would be allowed to purchase a certain amount of glebe
land sround the glebe houses at o fair valuation.
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would be completed, The Regium Donum was abolished and
compensation was allowed to Presbyterian clergymen on the
same basis as to Anglican,

The ZEcelesiastical Commission was empowered to handle
the tithe~rent charges formerly held by members of the
clergy or by any eecclesiastical corporation. These nmight
be so0ld to the occupier of the land under an arrangemsnt
such that he would eventually become the owner or if he
did not, the property would be thrown on the market for open
sale,

The financial result of these opearations, Gladstone,
estimated would yields

Tithe rent-charge. . . . « . 9,000,000 pounds

Lands & perpetulity rents . . 6,250,000 pounds

Money « « o ¢ ¢ ¢ o s s o o o 750,000 pounds

Making a total of 16,000,000 pounds -~ the
present value of the property, The Bill would dispose of
8,650,000 pounds as follows:

Vested interests of incumbents 4,900,000 pounds

Curates « « ¢ o ¢ o + = « « =« « 800,000 pounds

Lay compensation. . « » + « « «» 900,000 pounds

Private endowments., . . . . « . 500,000 pounds

Building charges. . « ¢« « ¢« « « 250,000 pounds
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Commutation of Regium Donum and
Haynooth « « « ¢ +« = s » s » 1,300,000 pounds

Gxpenne of Commission « « « « » » 200,000 pounds 20

After these obligations had been mei, the vital quotw
tion would be the disposal of the surplus. Gladsitond asked
what should be done with it. IHs insisted that it should de
uged for Ireland end specified that 1t should not bde approp-
riated for religious purposes. Also he assertod that the
diasposition of the amount should be final and not open the
door to a new controversy later on. ile proposed that the
moat generous thing they could do would be to a2ppropriate
the money to relieve "unavoidable calamities and suffer-
ing "not provided fur by the Foor Lew.'® He contended that

so ruch money was noeded to relisss want and suffering that
he would use this new revenus for worthy sharitable pur-
poses. This plan would relieve the poor Irish ocecupler
of the more obnoxious taxes which fell heaviest upon hin
and at the same time meke more funds available for the
maintenance of charitable institutions and in addition oxe
tend aid to some who were not hﬁing provided for under the
presant systonm.

He showed the iouse that it was costiing the govermment

a,ﬁ, ' ‘
= Al ’SBI‘. {1.%9} GXCII, y‘ 3?‘
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from 120,000 to 140,000 pounds a year for the care of
lunatics alane.?g Out of the surplus, he proposed to
increase the allowance for that group, including also
asylums for idiots, to 205,000 pounds, As the Poor Law
in Ireland functioned then, there was no provision for
two groups of unforiunates, the deaf and the blind., He
would appropriate the sum of 30,000 pounds to provide train-
ing schools for those groups.?ﬁ He also propsed that Re=
form and Industrial Schools should receive 10,000 pounds
for their maintenance.

There was also an urgent need in Ireland for a supw
ply of properly trained nurses for the care of the poor.
The Poor Law Guardians naturaslly could not meet this need
out of their meager funds, and Gladstone proposed to allot
the sum of 15,000 pounds a year\for vroviding training
schools., The infirmiary system whieh was charged upon the

County Cess was a burden upon the poorsst occupler of the

72, Hansard, op. cit., CXCIV, (March 1, 1869), p. 459,

73. "The number of deaf and dumb under twenty years of age
and capable of education (1861) was 1300; the number of
blind, 649. Thus approximately there were 2,000 whose
condi%ion marked them for assistance and whose cases
could be met by mere inerease of public taxes. In Ire-
land unless they were orphans or children of a father
who was in the workhouse, they could not be sent to be
educated out of the rates". He admitted that even in
England there was no law providing for these classes
of persons, but in England voluntary alms were quite
generous and conditions were much better. Hansard,
CXCVIII, (July 16, 1869), p. 56.



1&@1}4 He would appropriate the remainder amounting, to
51,000 pounds, for the county infirmaries. Vith the satis-
faction of all theso requirements CGladstonoe felt that they
would be able to combine very great refomms, They should
be able %o arply striet prineiples of econony and good ad-
ministration %o a1l departments and redivide Irelmnd into
districts around the eounty infimwries which would make
them mors accessible.

Gladstone wmaleconed the opporiunity to rellieve the poor
Irish cocupier of his unjfust burden and at the sams tine to

provide g nore anplo, & zore wniforn and o more regulated
soures of income for the relief of huaan wents and afflio-
ticna., On the other hand he realized that rarliament muat
ask a zealous body of slergymen to undergo s great transi-
tlon and a powerful and intelligent minority of the laity
*to abate a great part of the exceptionsl privileges" they
had enjoyed.”’ THe assured those privileged classes that
he was secking noither to injure thesm nor to blame the
elergy entirely Tor errors in Znglish policy towards Ire-
land. However, the time had come when sn end mast be nmade
of the union betweern the ingliean Chursh and the State,

74. The smount e&argeﬁ entirely upon the land steadily in-
oreased prineipally bLeoasuse its appropriations also
included sush items as saleries of county offioers,
police, eoto., and thore was not muek left for charity.

75. Hansard, ops o1%., CXCIV, {(Harch 1, 1869) p. 463.



and both groups were being given a fair consideration in
the readjustment process.

As before, John Bright supported Gladstone's program
in its entirety. He answered Disrasli's objlections to
disestablishment and disendowment by charging that ths
Irish Church was a “church of conquest™, in faoct the
"most flagrant vioclation of the Protestant Reformation
in Europe™ and that it was only maintained by British
power, against which the Irish people had never ceased to
protests He said establishment had failed completely. It
had "made Ireland not only the most Catholic but the most
Roman of countries, and 1t had made Catholielsm not only
a religion, but a patriotism, for which multitudes of Irish
were ready to dia.“?a

¥Mr, Gathorne Hardy, a leader of the Conservatives in
the House, denied that the Church was a "badge of conquest”
and asked what 1t had done to deserve destruction? He as-
serted that 1t had "kept alight in dark places the lamp of
the Reformation", He analyzed the Irish question as not
having been caused by the Church but by the State and he
predicted that disestablishment would fall and that this

would mesn a renewal of dizcontent in I‘reland.W

76. Annual Register, op. cit., (1869) CXI, p. 35.
77. Ibid., D. 44.
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The debates engendered by the Bill d4id not foster
so much opposition as had been witnessed during discussions
on some leas significant questiona, Disraeli and his fol«
lowers, although they opposed the Bill in prineciple and in
certalin partieculars, lacked earnestness in their speeches,
Disraeli wrote to a friend that he "sald very little and
that merely as a politician, on the possibllities of the
House of Lordsa", His speech argulng for a continuance of
the union of Church and State snd deelaring that Gladstone's
plaen disturbed "property which had been sanctioned by three
centuries”, caused Mr., Lowe to characterize it as "showing
that establishment ought to be put an end to".?a With Glad-
stone's party in its full strengih supporting the progran,
the Bill passed the House of Commgns.?g

When the House of Lords took up the diseussion of the
Bill in June considerable feeling had been aroused over a

letter which had been written and published Jjust previously

78. Annual Register, op. cit.,{1869), CXI, p. 41l.

79. While the Irish Church Bill was being debated in the
House of Commons, the Lords were discussing recent
outrages whieh had occurred in Sheffield and in Ire~
land., The Fenian conspiraey directed the public
mind to conditions, in Ireland and helped prepare it
for the Church Bill. One of the Lords even suggested
that the question of Land should have been dealt with
rather than that of the Church.
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by Mr, Bright. Lord Granville who had moved the zecond
reading of the Bill was a member of Gladstone's ministry
and he assured the House that no member of the government
had seen the letter before publication and therefore would
not assume responsibility for it. Ewven Bright when ques=-
tioned repudiated any intention of a threat against the
House but a phrase such as "it would be well if the Yeers
could bring themselves on a line with the opinions and
necessities™ of their day otherwise they might "meet with
ascldents not pleasant to them" made them glve the messure
more careful consi&eration.aﬂ Lord Granville expressed the
conviction that the dominent control of the State over re-
ligious affairs in Ireland must cease, although many still
held out for coneurrent endowment.

%What concerned the Lords most was the amount of prop-
erty with which the disestablished Anglican Chureh in Ire-
land would be left to face the futurs. Several Bishops
carried on the debate and many amendments were sdded, one
to the effect that as muoh es fourteen million pounds should
be settled on the Church. In conversation with the Qusen,
Gladstone said that the House of Commons would never accepi

so large a settlement and the "first effeot of persistence

80, Bright's letter dated Londen, Juns 9, was read by the
ghairman of a meeting of his constituents at Birming-
ham, Annual Register, (1869) CXI, p. 4l.
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in such a course would be a stronger move against the
episcopal seats in the House of Lords than had been
seen for more than two hundred years."al

The House of Commons considered the amendments dbut
Gladstone was willing to make only a few minor changes
in the Bill. He advised the Queen and the Lords what conw
cessions the ministry would be willing to meke stating
very definitely that it would oppose concurrent endow-
ments in any form and emphasizing again that the residus
should not be used for religlous purposes. Under the
leadership of Lord Cairnms and with the help of Lord Gran=
ville, some slicht compromises were eoffected and accepted
and the bill returned to the liouse of Commons where it was
passed on July twenty-second and received the royai as-~

sent four days latar.az

8l. Morley, op. e%tg, Vol. II, p. 271,

82, "Thus, the .8 Church Act 1869 (32 & 33 Victoria c.42)
dissolved the union oreated by Aet of Parliament between
the Churches of England and Ireland, but left the Churech
of England untouched, and while it abolished in Ireland
the existing scclesiastical corporations and all juris-

dietion of ecclesiastliesl courts, and vested all property
of any ecclesiastical person in the ecommissioners appoint-
ed by the Act, it preserved the continuity of the Chursh,
by enacting that the existing ecclesiastiocal law, articles,
doetrines, rites, rules, discipline, and ordinances of the
Church, with such modifications as should after the dis~
establishment of the Church be made according to the cone-
stitution thereof, should be deemed to be binding on the
members for the time being thereof, as if such members had
mutually contracted and agreed to abide by and observe the
seme, and should be capable of being enforced by the tem~
poral courts in relation to any property reserved or given
to or taken and enjoyed by the Church undexr the Act, a&s

if such properiy had been expressly given upon itrust to

be held, occuplied, and enjoyed by persons who should ob=-
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Thus the Irish Church as an establishment ceased to
exist and Gladstone had met one of England's most diffi~

cult problems,

{Footnote 82 - continued) serve and keep and be in all re-

spects bound by the sald ecclesiastical law, articles,
doctrines, rites, rules, discipline, and ordinances."

The Laws Gr E@aﬂdl VOlo XI. P 3681,



Conclusion ~51=

There is ample evidence, gathered from the private
correspondence of Gladstone's day, to assure us that be-
neath all the complexities of his political career his
love for the Church was a tremenduous force in his life
and that his loyalty to 1t never wavered. IHe went into
Parliament as a young man to "defend the ﬁhurch“.83 His
early religious training having been extremely narrow em=-
braced the idea that the "extension of religlious prine
ciples beyond Anglicanism was assoclated with irreligion”.
In England, as in continental countries where there was a
State Church, the congervative element rallied to its sup-
port for within it was to be found the elements of author-
ity whieh harmonized with conservative ideas, As a con-
servative Gladstone believed in the principle of author-
ity in all matters of Church and State and as a deeply
religious man he believed that government existed for the
propogation of trnth.aé Consequently he felt that the
Conservative party had a religious mission to perform and
he hoped that someday he might be its leader and help it

to perform that mission.

83. He wrote in an autobiographie note in 1887, "The primary
idea of my early polities was the Church". lorley, op.
eit., p. 170, Vol. I.

84, One of the obligations put upon the State as asserted in
his book, Morley, Vol. I, p. 172.



52

While Gladstone was still in college the govermment
had been foreced to concede parliamentary seats to the
Roman Catholics of Ireland.®P From that moment Irish
members of the House of Commons used every opportunity
to press their demands for religlous liberty and relig-
ious freedom. No matter what the issue, whether it was
a question of tithes, of shurch rates, or of higher sdu-
cation the Roman Catholices never failed to introduce the
subject of the disestablishment of the Anglican Chureh in-
to their discussions.

Questions such as the Irish Church Reform Bill, the
removal of Jewish disabilities, the admission of Dissenters
to the Universities involved the Church in the political
field, During his early years as member of the House of
Commons, Gladstone strongly denounced all these movenments
which threatensd Anglican damination.aﬁ Perhaps in order
to0 convince himself as muoch as anyone else of the erroneous
ideas held by those who favored such measures,he wrote and
published his book on the subject of relations between
Church and State. It was received indifferently by those
with whom he was politieally associated and he set about
to find out their point of view., He records in his diary

85, The Roman Catholic Emancipation Aet was passed in 1828,

86, He saild that "the profession of the Jews was of itself
in the nature of a disqualification for legislative of-
fice in = country where Christianity was interwoven with
the institutions of the State™. Hansard, op. cit.,LVII
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eyon at this early date evidences of doubt as to whethe
er it waz hest for the Church %o be involved in mattors
which caused such strong feeling un the part of its own
membors, He began to question in his ovn =aind whether
the Church could afford to become involved in politieal
situstions which were outside her Tield of service. To
Gladstone such quesiions appearesd in the nature of a chal-
lenge and he determined to attenmpt to adjust the relae-
tion of the Chureh to the State. As soon ap he had set
himself to this task he was confronted by conditions that
existed in Ireland and his faith in establishment began

{0 waver.

made publie until the HNaynooth College guestion wms being
debated in the fouse.®” Realizing at that time that in
view of the principles set down in his book published
only a few years before he could not jJustify his posiiion
in the eyes of either his oollesgues or his constituents, he

87. The Haynooth question in 1845, 1In a chapter of his
autobiography he deascribes the offense of vwhich he
was guilty by writing that he, the person who had
*acceptod a foremost share of the responsibility of
endeavoring to put an end to the existonce of the
Irish Chureh as an Establishment”, was alao "the
parson who, of all men officials, perheps in pudblic
lire, 41d, until the year 1841, recommend, u the
highest and nmost imperious grounds, its resciute
maintonance."
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supported the measure and then imediately resigned. The
Magynooth af'fair led him nearsr to disestablishnent., s
believed that the Stste existed for the propogetion of
truth and that since laynooth did not teach thait truth
wan to be found in the particular church supported by the
State, the connsction between thenm should in sll fairness
to the Church be seversd. Ile psrceived that he must
choose betwesn either supporting sbsolutely the State Chureh
or aiding HDoman Catholie religlous education st Maynooth
for 1t was not logical to stitempt to follow both coursss.

' within a few years after the laynooth quostion was
disposed of, Gladstons was drawn into debate on two prob-
lems vhieh involved the Chureh as a State institution: the
admission of Jews to Iarlisment, and the so called "papal
aggresaiaa“@ss In the former matter he reversod his earli-
ey opinion saying that since Farliasment had made concessions
to othor religious denoninations, meaning Unitarlans and
Roman Catholies, and sinee the Jews had been graa?s& sume
civil rights, the privilege of nmembership in the ilouse of
Commons should be extended to them. By this attitude he
gave evidence of his growing religlous liberslism also of

88, The movement for the redivision and for the remaning of
the Catholie bishoprios In the United Kingdom was de-
soribed as "Papal agoroession™ and caused lParliasment to
pass the Loclesiastical Titles Bill,
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a changed attitude toward the Church for he knew that
Jewish members of the House would have equal votes with
Anglicans in direeting affairs of the Angliean esteblish-
ment. In attacking the Lcclesiastical Titles Bill, he
maintained that the Catholie Church by the reorgenization
of bishoprics in the British Isles was pursuing a course
*long desired by the lay Catholics for diocesan bishops”
and that it was a subject wholly within the jurisdiction
of the Roman Cathelie Church and not within the provinee

of the StatB.SQ

By this stand, he again showed his liberal
religious tendeneles and also his inecreasing dislike for
the intrusion of polities intoc the field of religion, es~
pecially since Parliament had ceased 10 be Anglican,

At the same time he testified to his steadfast Angli-
sanism by expressing his resentment against the continued
eriticism which was directed against the Chureh of England
in consequence of its political affiliations and he assert-
ed that it was his duty as a devout churchman to do his best
to free her from such entanglement. He did not openly avow
at this time that he had in mind dlsestablishment as the
method by whieh this liberation from entanglement was to

be brought about for as a statesman Gladstone knew that he

89, Hensard, op. c¢it., CXV, (March 25, 1851, p. 565.
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must be able to depend on the support of his colleagues
when he proposed a change as fundamental as this., It
was not until the growing seriousness of the Irish situ-
ation, the sympathy aroused by the national liberal move-
ment in Italy and the politieal and soclal problems of
England herself had prepared Parliament for radical re-
forms, that Gladstone proposed what he felt to be the
solution for the Church problem in Ireland. Hot until
1865 did he announce his belief that disestablishment
was the only salvation for the religious situation in
Ireland, and for the Angliecan Church 1tself,

He offered no definite plan of action until three
years later when he addressed the House at length on the
"State of Ireland" and proved to the satisfaction of his
followers that the time had come for a definite separation
of church and State.ge He convinced the House that by re-
moving the Irish opposition to which the Church had been
subjected for so long, her position in Ingland would be
strengthened and her dignity would be restored. The elec-
tion of 1868 put the question before the country and when
his position received popular support Gladstone as prime
minister, carried through the plan for disendowment and

90, March 16, 1868,
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disestablishment successfully.

That Gladstone later became thoroughly opposed to
establishment 1s proved by his speech on the Secoteh Chureh
in 1873 when he said that from his own experience he had
svolved the following observations, "first, establishment
by law violated religious equality; seeond, it deprived that
Church of self-governmment; third, it imposed upon Perliament
duties whieh it was not qualified to discharge; fourth, 1t
was harmful to the religious and politieal institutions of
the community; and fifth, that therefore an establishment
ouzght not to be maint&ined”.gl

The disposal of the former holdings of the Church in-
volved Gladstone in the Irish land problem sbout whieh he
confessed that to begin with he knew very little.>>

The question of Church tithes had formerly been settled
by transferring the responsibility for their collection dy
the Anglican clergy to the landlord to be paid in the same

manner as other taxes. By this method the Anglican clergy-

o1, Hanﬁarﬁ., CPs ei‘k.,CCKVI, (Iéﬂy 15, 18?3} Pe 37,

92, He wrote ¥§"§§T§ht that he had the advantage in learn-
ing the Irish land question, that he did not set out
with the belief that he knew it already and added that
he would make every effort to acgulre a mastery of the
Subjaﬂt. Eﬁﬁrz.ay' QD @1to, Pe 282' Vol. II..
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man became virtually a landlord end Gledstons believed
that as & rule a oclergyman 4id not make the best of a
landlord, With arrears in payment of Church and other

rad agoinat hin, the tenant dssmaired of ever

becoming fres from debt and eventunlly becoming owner of
93

the land to which he was so firmmly ettached., In order
%o improve the condition of the tenanis in Ireland, Glade

Do} L to the
effect that the former Church holdings be token over amd
mont with a preference in the opportunity

to purchase given to the ocoupler, Thus Gladstone beocans
that any offective program would involve the vested ine
torests of many Englishmen and night result in & complete
sosial revolution, not only in Ireland but in Sngleand as
woll. Since asll legisletion had formerly been in the in-
terest of the lemdlord, he esserted that it was becoming
increasingly necsssary to preseribe by law in certalin ro-
spacts the Serms and conditions on which land should be
held in Ireland, He proposed, following Brightts sugges~

M&mmemmmazmmrm&mm
dedts and they are bad debts kept alive, not be-
mtmmmmzima:}mwmwm
at all, of their being over recoverad, but becauso
tw@mtimaamtrw&mmmm
of mﬂ:mzma to be used whenever he may feel dis-

Honsard, op, oit., COLXXII, (July 13, 1882) p. 303.
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tion, that the tenants should be able to become owners of
the land and that 1t was to the interest of the government
to make possible the purchase of it.

Of the warious types of landholding, he believed that
of yearly tenancy was the most disastrous, With no contraet,
the occupier might be legally ejected either for his inabile
ity to pay the rent demanded, or in many instances where he
had made certain improvements the value of the holding was
increased and consequently the rent, disregarding entirely
the sourse of éueh impravamen%s.94 Due to economie condi-
tions mueh of the arable land was converted into pasture
and also many farms were consolidated, two policies whieh
stripped the peasant of his means of livelihocod and at the
same time offered him no other choice of prafession.95

The Irish people looked upon the landlords as one of
the last traces of English conquest and alluded to them as

g4, The Ejectment ILaw (1818) enabled & landlord to eviet
an obnoxious tenant in two monthe and at a cost of
two pounds, whereas a similer process by an English
landégrd would teke twelve months and cost eighteen
pounds.

95."The landlord obtained a higher rental and large profits

from turning the land into pasture;, and producing butcherk
meat, butter, cheese and milk and at the same time, though
that =aight be highly profitable to the landlord, the re-
sult might be to make such a diminution in rursl labor

as would be felt to be most unjust to the laboring classe
Bs"b mmd' m, (Jm 25, 18484)’ p. 14150
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a ”garrisan”ggé The method of wholesale eviction caused
innumerable threats and outrages against the person and
property of the landlord who naturally appealed to Parli-
ament for protection. This accounted for the almost can-
tinuous policy of coercion maintained in Iraiané.g?

Gladstone acknowledged the difficulties involved in
making adjustments satisfactory to both landlord and ten-
ant, but he reasoned that there should be some legal pro=-
vision for the rights of the tenant both as to eviétian
and as to compensation for improvements which he had made
and whieh he could not take with him. His investigetions
revealed that these rights were agknowledged in the prove
ince of Ulster and he was able to prove that in addition
to having a satiafied tenant elass, the landlords of nore
thern Ireland had profited by increased rentals in spite
of the faet that the land itself was not as productive

96. "The landlords are our garrison in Ireland. We plante
ed them there and we replanted them., In 1641, 1888,
and again in 1798 we reconquered the country for them.
We had used the whole civil government of Ireland as
an engine of wholesale corruption and we extended that
corruption to what ought to have been a sacred thing -
namely the Church which we maintained and supported in
the land. We d4id everything in our power to irritate
and exasperate the Irish peopls by the whole of that
policy." Hansard, CCCIV, (April 16, 1886) p. 1788,

87. The Writ of Habeas Corpus was repeatedly suspended and
the Lord Lisutenant given power to suppress meetings,
forbid the carrying of firearms, eta.



-
agriculturally as that in other aauaﬁiaaegﬂ' He proposed
therefore to legalize the so-ealled "Ulster custom™ and
then extend it wherever 1t would bde applicable., Fhere it
oould not be applied at all, he thousht it would be possidble
to astablish a sonle of compensation both for eviection and
for inprovenonts whieh would satisfy the ocecupler and from
which the landlord might fres himself if he chose to make
a long ternm lease. instesd,

These princlplos were included in the Land Bill shieh
he introduced into Parlianent in February, 1870, and whiech

with a fow ninor adjustnents was passed during that saasica’gg
As finally accepted by Parlisment, the lLand Aot provided
first, that if a tonant left s farm, he would recelve com-
pensation for all improvements, if sueh improvensnts had
inorsaned the values of the land; second, if he had paid the
rent reogularly and fully and then was dismissed Tor any
othar reason, he eould colleot dameges; third, if the land~-
lord was forced to sell, the tonant should have the first

98. He was sble to csompare the land rentals of 1770 and
1869 and proved that in the so callod "tenant-rTight”
comnties rents had increased three fold while in all

‘ others it had searcely doubled in ninety years.
$0, The Landlord and Tenant iot, 1870 (Irelend,)
{33 and 34 Vietoria, o. 46.)



opportunity to buy the farm. Finally, the govern
to establish s sort of farm loan department from which he
sight borrow the necessary funds for the purchass.

In the years following, Glsdstone was slow to realize
that despite the good intentions of the framers of the Land
Aok, ;t had dome little to improve Irish conditions, On the
other hand his never flageing interest in Ireland and hils
gontinued study of her problems at last convinced hin that
further reforms were naeaaaarg,19° It was this conclusion
that led hin to the Land Aet of 1881 but even as late as
this he had not satisfied himself that nattonslity was the
gore of the Irish difficulty. From the time of the passage
of the second Land Aet uniil his resignation in 1885 he re~-
sisted the offorts of Charles Ctewart Parnell and the He-
tionnl League to forse the ilome Rule issue, but his retum
to power in the same year nade hinm at last come out definite-
1y for Homs Rule,l%! It was mot wntil this late date that
Gladstone seema to have realized the itrue signifiecance of
a statement made by Lord Russell on the floor of the liouse

100, He said later that he would not adnit failurs of the
Land Act of 1870 to solve the Irish problem; he "would
adnit the sucecess to bs incompbte”. Hanasrd, CCLX,
{ipril 7, 1881) p. 926.

101. The Thind Reform Bill had considerably changed the po-
1litiesl situation in the House of Comnons. The newly
enfranchised Irish olectors had increased the !lational-
ist Party from 61 to 86.



L o

of Commons in 1840: "The true key to our Irish debates was
this: that it was not properly borne in mind that as Eng-
land is inhabited by Englishmen, and Scotland by Scotohnmen,

102
so Ireland is inhabited by Irishmen”,

102, Norley, op. eit., Vol. I, p. 130
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