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Newmann, Thomas S., M.A., 1981 Journalism

Muhammad Ali, Nee Cassius Clay (the New York Times' Coverage of
Muhammad Ali from September 6, 1960 to April 30, 1967)

Director: Warren J. Brier WIB

A distinct bias against Muhammad Ali appeared in news stories and
colums in the New York Times from 1964 through April, 1967. This
thesis documents that bias and attempts to explain it.

At first, the Times sports writers regarded Ali as a refreshing
figure in professional boxing. His antics and doggerel brightened
many news accounts. But that editorial stance changed abruptly in
1964 when Ali, immediately after winning the heavyweight title, an-
nounced that he had became a Black Muslim. He subsequently revealed
that he had changed his name from Cassius Clay to Cassius X (and later
to Muhammad Ali). Insisting that as a Black Muslim he could not fight
in the Vietnam war, he petitioned his draft board to declare him a con-
scientious objector.

The Times, refusing to acknowledge Ali's new name, continued to call
him Cassius Clay. It displayed a marked prejudice against the Black
Muslims, and it censured Ali for seeking canscientious-cbjector status.

The researcher examined every news story and colum about Ali from
September 6, 1960, to April 30, 1967, two days after Ali refused in-
duction into the Amy. Supplemental materials examined in this study
suggest that sports writers for other newspapers also exhibited biases
against Ali.

ii
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Preface

"Yes. That's true. I am a Muslim,

"I've learmmed to accept my own kind and be myself. I don't
have to be what you want me to be. I'm free to be who I want.

"I want to be with my own kind. In the jungle, lions are
with lions. Tigers are with tigers. Red birds are with red birds.
That's what nature intends.

"I don't want to be where I'm not wanted.

"I don't have to be who you want me to be.

"I'm free. Free to be who I want."

—Muhammad Ali at a post-fight
conference

iii
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Chapter I
INTRODUCTION

In the beginning, there was Cassius Clay, a brash 178-pound
boxer from Louisville, Kentucky, who, on September 5, 1960, "soundly
whipped Ziggy Pietrzykowski, an experienced Polish Olympian ,"2 to win
a gold medal at the Rome Olympics.

The New York Times gave Clay's feat a two-paragraph mention

September 6, 1960. But the brief coverage marked the beginning of a
long bittersweet relationship between Clay (who changed his name to
Muhammad Ali in 1964) and the Times. The Times' initial reaction to
Clay was sumed up in a 1963 editorial, which said, "Not in years has
so refreshing and so corny a figure emerged from the miasma of a
violent sport."3

Clay was a media dream, a young, brash, outspoken fighter in
search of his own dream. He was, in short, good copy. But even Arthur
Daley, a Times sports columist, could not really take Clay too seri-
ously. Before Clay's first heavyweight title bout with reigning
champion Sonny Liston, on February 24, 1964, Daley wrote, "The only
one who demanded [the title bout] was Cassius, a precocious master of
ballyhoo, who lulls himself to sleep at night not by counting sheep but
by counting money. wd

The next day, Clay knocked out the fearsome Liston in the
seventh round--and opened up a new relationship with the press. "Eat
your words, "5 he shouted to reporters at ringside. Only three of the

1
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46 scribes had predicted he would win.

In short order, Clay announced that he had become a Black Mus-
1im® and that he had changed his name to Cassius X,’ in honor of his
new religion. He also flunked the Army mental test twice.8

In camenting on events after the first Liston fight, Daley

wrote:

By way of adding to the unfragrant aspects of the
wretched affair [the Clay-Liston bout], Clay revealed
that he belonged to the Black Muslims. Later, he was
rejected by the Army as unqualified.9

The "refreshing" ficure had suddenly became "unfragrant" to
the Times.

But one Times writer, Robert Lipsyte, tried to understand the
many sides of the camplicated boxer. In an article titled "Cassius
Clay, Cassius X, Muhammad Ali, Lipsyte wrote, "Ali will probably re-
main, for a long time, the most controversial and camplex figure in
modern American sports history. n10

Lipsyte, through the years, treated the boxer fairly (though
the Times editors could not bring themselves to recognize Clay's new
name of Muhammad Ali and consistently referred to him, through 1967,

as Cassius Clay). Ali, in his book The Greatest, refers to Lipyste
nll

as "one of the most fair-minded writers.
If Clay-Ali became a paradox by changing both his religion and
his name after winning the heavyweight title, he became an object of
derision for his supposed arrogance both in the ring and out. Even
Lipsyte took Clay to task for his November 22, 1965, pummeling of

Floyd Patterson, writing, "Like a little boy pulling the wings off a
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putterfly piecemeal, Cassius Clay mocked and humiliated and punished
Floyd Patterson for almost 12 rounds. . . 2

And, addressing Clay's conduct after that fight, Joseph M.
Sheehan of the Times wrote:

Clay shouted to the asseambled men of letters, "what's

the excuse? What's the excuse this time? What's the excuse?"

The repeated question reflected Clay's annoyance at what

he considered to have been unfairly stinted praise after each
of his two victories over Sonny Liston.l3
Undoubtedly, the members of the press were not at all pleased
by the boxer's castigations.
A headline in the November 28, 1965, Times gave a clear indi-~
cation of the paper's view of Clay. "Clay: A Ring Mystery," read the
headline, followed by a deck reading, "His Mockery of Sport and Black
Muslim Role Make Future of Boxing Uncertain."14
But, apart from his boxing skills, his personality, his re=-
ligion and his name change, Clay's ultimate challenge with the Times
came over his refusal to be inducted into the Army in 1967.
After being reclassified fram 1-Y (under which he would not
have had to serve, due to flunking the Army mental test) to 1-A (fit
for service), Clay rebelled.
On February 18, 1966, Lipsyte wrote:
[Cassius Clay] charged that he was being "picked on"
because he was a member of the so-called Black Muslim sect.

"Why me?," asked Clay. "I can't understand it. How
did they do this to me-~-the heavyweight champion of the
world?

"How can they do this without another test to see if

I'm any wiser or worser than last time? Why are they so
anxious, why are they gunning for me. "15
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4

Clay's subsequent comment--"I'm a member of the Black Muslims,
and we don't go to no wars unless they're declared by Allah himself.

I don't have no personal quarrel with those Vietcongs: #16.—touched
off a furor. He refused to apologize for the remark and his upcoming
title fight against Ernie Terrell was canceled in Chicago, banned in
Pennsylvania, rejected in Louisville--and finally ended up in Toronto
(where Clay fought George Chuvalo instead of Terrell).

The Times did little, if anything, to protest suwh action--or
to reaffirm Clay's right to free speech. Instead, Daley wrote in a
March 29, 1966, colum:

With his personal charm, [Clay] could have been the most
popular of all champions. But he attached himself to a hate
organization, the Black Muslims, and antagonized everyone with
his boasting and disdain for the decency of even a low-grade
patriotism. Clay has soiled a multimillion-dollar property.

He may destroy it.l7

On April 28, 1967, after a series of unsuccessful appeals,
Clay refused induction into the Army. He was immediately stripped
of his title--though he had not received legal due process.

The Times was not bothered by the fact that Clay as yet had
not been found gquilty of any crime-—or that his title had been stripped.
Rather, an April 29, 1967, editorial said:

Citizens cannot pick and choose which wars they wish

to fight any more than they can pick and choose which laws
they wish to obey. However, if Cassius Clay and other
draft-age objectors believe the war in Vietnam is 1:|njusté
they have the option of going to jail for their belief A
The cycle had came full swing. The refreshing and corny figure,

in seven years, had became now a national enigma. And the Times, so

very concerned about the laws of the nation, was not about to show that
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same concern for Ali's rights.

This thesis on the coverage of Muharmad Ali-Cassius Clay by

the New York Times will attempt to show, in detail, the three stages

of coverage. Chapter One is Clay as a breath of fresh air for boxing.
It is a brief stage, portraying Clay as a likable young man with a
big mouth and an impossible mission—--the winning of the heavyweight
title.

Chapter Two is Clay-Ali, the paradox. The young boxer wins
the title, but confounds the Times in doing it. He not only pulls
off the impossible victory, but also changes his religion and his
name. He becomes a threat to the decency of boxing.

Chapter Three is Muhammad Ali, the national disgrace. Secure
in his religious convictions, Ali refused induction into the Army. He
is stripped of his title without due process and incurs the ire of a
nation--and the Times.

The three stages encompass the period from 1960 to 1967 and

culminate with Ali's refusal to be inducted on April 28, 1967.
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Chapter 2
CASSIUS CLAY

Cassius Marcellus Clay was born January 17, 1942, at 6:35 p.m.
in Louisville, Kentucky.l He weighed 6 pounds, 7 ounces? (not an
imposing weight for a future heavyweight champion). His first words,
according to his mother, Odessa, were, "GG" (which, she said, was
young Cassius' way of saying Golden Gloves) 3

Clay's boxing career started at age 12, when the bicycle his
father, Cassius Clay S¥., had bought for him was stolen.4 Cassius
angrily went off to a local recreation center to seek out a police-
man—and encountered patrolman Joe Martin, who also happened to be a
boxing coach. Martin urged Cassius to take up boxing, and the young-
ster did, appearing regularily on a Saturday television show in Louis-
ville called Tomorrow's (Ihan'tpions.“5

"He was always bragging that he was the best fighter in the
gym and that someday he was going to be champion,” Martin said.® But
Cassius also proved himself a prophet of sorts, winning the Louisville
Golden Gloves light heavyweight title in 1958 and advancing to the
quarter-finals of the Tournament of Champions in Chicago before being
defeated.” a year later, Cassius won the National A.A.U. light heavy-
weight title in Toledo, Ohio-~then set his sights toward the 1960
Olympics in Rome.B8

Of the early years before Rome, Clay said:

When I started fighting seriously, I found out that
grown people, the fight fans, acted like the school kids

8
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of my days. Almost fram my first fights, I'd mouth off to
anybody who would listen about what I was going to do to
whoever I was going to fight. People would go out of their
way to come and see, hoping I would get beat. When I was
no more than a kid fighter, they would put me in bills
because I was a drawing card, because I run my mouth so
much. Other kids could battle and get all bloody and lose
or win and didn't nobody care, it seemed like. . . .But the
minute I would cave in sight, people would start hollering,

"Bash in his nose!" or, "Button his fat lip!" or samething
like that. I didn't care what they said long as they kept
to see me fight. . . .You would have thought I was same
well-known pro. . . . 2
Thus, the beginnings of the Louisville Lip.
In 1960, after 180 amateur fights, Clay won the National
Golden Gloves and the National A.A.U. tournaments, the latter quali-
fying him for the Olympic Trials in San Francisco.1?
Already in trouble with the San Francisco press (which criti-
cized him for "boasting and bragging in a clean, pure, decent tourna-
Ir\entz",llClay managed to stay out of trouble in the ring, winning the
light heavyweight division and assuring himself a spot on the Olympic
Boxing Team.
Clay won his first three bouts in Rome and faced Poland's
Ziggy Pietrzykowski in the finals.l?® The final bout also marked the

first coverage of Clay by the New York Times. "The 25-year-old Pole,

the bronze medal winner in 1956, who has had 231 fights, met his
master,” the Times said. "It took the American a little while to
counteract his opponent's southpaw style but by the third round he
had it figured out. There were no knockdowns . "13

On his return to the United States, Clay turned professional,

signing with a 10-member (later ll-member) syndicate called the
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Iouisville Sponsoring Group.l4 Clay received a $10,000 advance for

the pact, which ran from 1960 to 1966, and the syndicate was to get,

initially, 50 percent of his earnings in and out of the ringr.l5 In

addition, Clay would get a guarantee of $200 a month for the first two

years and $6,000 as a draw against any earnings for the next four years.16
In his first bout as a pro (and without a manager, since Cassius

Clay Sr. had argued against Martin continuing as the manager of his

son) ,17 Clay decisioned Tunney Hunsaker in six rounds October 29, 1960,

in ILouisville.l8

. . . 1
After a brief stint under the tutelage of Archie Moore, 2

Clay started training in Miami under Angelo Dundee. 20

Clay ran off a series of wins--16 in all--predicting the cor-
rect round of the fight's end in six of the bouts.2l Of the predictions,
Clay said:

I began predicting the outcome of my fights after
watching Gorgeous George, the great wrestler. I hear
this white fellow say, "I am the World's Greatest
Wrestler. I cannot be defeated. I am the Greatest.

If that sucker messes up my pretty waves in my hair,

I'm gonna kill him. I am the King. If that sucker

whups me, I gonna get the next jet to Russia. I can-

not be defeated. I am the prettiest. I am the greatest!"
When he was in the ring, everybody booooooed, booooooed.
And I was mad. And I looked around and saw everybody
was mad,

I saw 15,000 people caming in to see this man get
beat. And his talking did it. And, I said, this is a
g~0~0-0-0-0-0—0—-d idea.22

With his growing talent as a fighter, Clay also was becoming
accaomplished as his own promoter. In his 16th victory, he knocked
out his old mentor, Archie Moore, in the fourth round in los Angeles

after predicting, "Moore, in four., "23 Then, in an interview with
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the Times' Howard Tuckner, he said:

I'm just the heavyweight champion that the world
needs. We need a man with personality, color, patience,
charm, who'll talk to all reporters--give 'em just what
they want. A man who's willing to cooperate in every
way. A man who's not the greatest, but the double
greatest. Man, it's great to be great.2

The Times clearly thought the young fighter was great. After
Clay registered his 19th straight win, this time in a fifth-round
knockout of European champion Henry Cooper in ILondon (after predicting
that Cooper would fall in five),?” the Times said in an editorial:

Not in years has so refreshing and so corny a
figure emerged fram the miasma of a violent sport--
abolition of which we would gladly see. Mr. Clay once
again has successfully predicted in his own reprehen-
sible verse far removed fram Shakespeare ("how viley
doth this cynic rhyme") the exact round in which he
would win., . . .

Shakespeare and Caesar sametimes played to the pit
and the mob. They are not to be confused with Mr. Clay,
who always plays for a more lucrative gate. . . yon
Cassius' lean and hungry look has been flattered by
some impressive paydays.

In time, Cassius Marcellus Clay may meet a modern
counterpart of Mark Anthony or Octavian, who will take
his measure. But until then, this Nostradamus of the
prize ring will twit the public imagination. ("For I
am fresh of spirit and resolved to meet perils very
constantly, as another Cassius said) .26

Clay provided good copy and the Times, while advocating the
abolition of boxing, clearly enjoyed his fresh spirit, which was in
direct contrast to the reigning heavyweight champion, Sonny Liston.
Liston was a glowering, menacing man, "the most awesome thing in boxing
at the t:ime,"27 according to Wilfrid Sheed.

On July 22, 1963, Liston had knocked out heavyweight champion

Floyd Patterson in 2:17 minutes of the first round to gain the title,
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12
then, in a rematch that same year, repeated the feat in 2:10 of the
opening round. 28

Even boxing commentator Howard Cosell was taken in by what he
called the "Liston mystique. The baleful stare, the huge head wrapped
in the towel, all the rest."2?

The title fight between Clay and Liston was set for February
25, 1964, in Miami Beach, Florida, and the Times' Arthur Daley con~
ceded the bout to Liston--in a rout:

An aura of artificiality surrounds Tuesday's heavy-

weight championship fight between Sonny Liston and
Cassius Clay. It isn't one of those "naturals," such

as once had boxing buffs drooling in anticipation. It
doesn't even rate being a match made by popular demand.
In fact, the only one who demanded it was Cassius, a pre-

cocious master of ballyhoo, who lulls himself to sleep
at night not by counting sheep but by counting money.

He'll be seeing stars when Sonny Liston hits him on
Tuesday but those stars will be coated by pure gold. . . .
"He's got the edge in everything but talent," said

Liston. . . .Perhaps he compressed the story of the
fight into that one contemptuous sentence.

On the day of the fight, the Times headline read, "Liston
7-1 Choice to Beat Clay Tonight and Keep Heavyweight Title."

A Lipsyte story said, in part: "The air here is not exactly
humming with the prospect of what is thought to be as oversung a
struggle as Beowulf's battle with Grendel's mother. "31

And Daley chimed in, "Cassius just doesn't have the equipment
to do the job. . . ..S0he goes into this fray as a raw novice who still
fights like an amateur. "32

Lipsyte, in a revealing camment in his book Sportsworld,

said that during Clay's pre-title bouts "most writers, perhaps
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assuming Clay wouldn't be around long anyway, went for the easy copy,
the outrageous doggerel, the boasting, the predic:tions."33 But, just
before the Liston bout, the same scribes, in Lipsyte's opinion, cast
Clay adrift:

The boxing commissioners and the sporting press ex-
pected him to be beaten badly, but no one raised too
strong an objection to the mismatch, which was flowering
into another in a newly profitable string of closed-
circuit televions spectaculars. Po' ol' Cash, but every-
body gonna have himself a payday.

Me, too.34

Despite the role of underdog--and the role of being an ap-
parently easy meal ticket for promoters and writers—-Clay kept up his
verse. "Liston is great," he said. "But he'll fall in eight."35

Clay was wrong. Liston lasted seven.

The front-page headline in the Times February 26, 1964, said:

"Clay Wins Title in Seventh-Round Upset as Liston is Halted by Shoulder
Injury." 36
Lipsyte's story said:

Immediately after he had been announced as the new
heavyweight champion of the warld, Clay yelled to the
newsmen covering the fight: "Eat your words.” Only
three of the 46 sports writers had picked him to win.37

But Clay's brashness was apparently forgiven by Daley, who
wrote the next day:

When Cassius wore his invisible crown into his
first news conference this morning, he also wore a
discernible cloak of humility. . . . It had to seem
that Cassius had achieved a public relations coup of
enormous magnitude, a total abandonment of his phony
role as a distasteful braggart, now that he has gained
his objective. If he sticks to this role, he can win
a vast amount of popularity. I can still remember him
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as a delightful young man of infinite charm at our
first meeting four years ago in the Olympic Village
in Rome.38
But another headline on the same page showed that Clay was not

sticking to anybody's perconceived role for him: "Clay Discusses
His Future, Liston and Black Musli.ms."39

Cassius Clay was soon to become Cassius X.
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Chapter 3
‘CASSIUS X

Clay has said that he first became interested in the Black
Muslims in 1960, when he was training for his second professional bout

against Herb Siler (which he won on a fourth-round knockout on Decearber

271

Clay said his introduction to the religion came about when a
"Muslim minister came to meet me and he asked me, 'Would you like to
cane to my mosque and hear about the history of our forefathers?' I
never had heard no black man talking about no forefathers except that
they were slaves so I went to the meetings. I was [told that] black
people by nature are Muslims and Muslims only means one who submits
entirely to the will of Allah--to God."2

After listening to the minister's talk, Clay said he decided to
join the Muslims.

But before I joined, I attended a lot of mosque meetings
in different places I went. I never did came out of a meeting:
not understanding samething I had not known before. Every-
where I looked, I started seeing things in a new light. Like,
I remember right in our house back in Louisville all the
pictures on the wall were white people. Nothing about us
black people. A picture of a white Jesus Christ. Now,
what painter ever saw Jesus? So who says Jesus is white?

The more I saw and thought, the more the truth made
sense to me. Whatever I'm for, I always believe in talking
it up, and the first thing you know, I was in Muslim meetings
calling out just like the rest, "RIGHT, BROTHER! TELL IT
BROTHER: KEEP IT COMING!" And today my religion is Islam and
I'm proud of it.

It changed my life inevexyway.3

17
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Clay's trainer, Dundee, did not mention the fighter's new
religion before the Liston fight, but he first became aware of it
in Miami before the bout:

When Clay was training. . .for the Liston fight, he
had a new pal with him; a big, light-skinned Negro whom he
introduced as Sam. . . .There was another new face in the
gym in those days, a face I recognized from the newspaper
photos. It was Malcolm X. At the time he was one of
the top Muslim leaders.

One day in the gym, I was standing near Sam when a
Negro stranger passed by and called out, "Hello, Captain
Sam." Captain Sam [Saxon] I soon discovered, was a leader
in a Muslim mosque in Miami. I'm told that he helped to
convert Clay to the Muslims. Malcolm X was there to
complete the conversion.4

Clay gave a slightly different account of his affiliation with

the Muslims in The Greatest, saying Dundee panicked when he discovered

Malcolm X at a training Session:
"You know what will happen if the newspapers pick
that up?" Dundee said, "They'll denounce you! They'll
condemn you! They'll wreck the fight! Please! Please!
We've got to get him out of there. If the newspapers
know you're associated with Muslims like Malcolm X, your
career is over. Do you hear me?"2
Clay added:
I've been as close to Angelo as I've ever been to
a white up to now. The only thing he doesn't know is
that Malcolm is not the only "X" in the gym. I am
Cassius X. I too am a follower of the Honorable Elijah
Muhammad [prophet of the Nation of Islam].6
When Bill McDonald, pramoter of the Clay-Liston bout, heard
of Clay's conversion to the Muslims, he threatened to cancel the bout
if the fighter did not renounce his religion: "You'll tell the world
you're not a 'Black Muslim.' You haven't joined anything. You'wve

been misquoted. You're a true patriotic loyal American," McDonald
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told Clay.7

But Clay called the pramoter's bluff, and the fight went on.
Lipsyte speculated that the episode was, for Clay, "the first inkling
of what he would consider Muslim power."8

After the fight, armed with both a decisive victory in the
face of disbelievers and with a reserve of spiritual strength from
his religion, Clay entered his first press conference as the heavy-
weight champion-—and confirmed rumors that he, indeed, was a Black
Muslim.

Lipsyte covered that press conference:

"I don't have to be what you want me to be,"
said Cassius Clay, the new heavyweight champion.
"I'm free to be who I want."

There was a trace of antagonism when he refused
to play the mild and socially uninvolved sports-hero
stereotype and began to use the news conference for
socio-political theory.

"I go to Black Muslim meetings and what do I see?

I see there's no smoking and no drinking and their

women wear dresses down to the floor. And then I come
out on the street and you tell me I shouldn't go in there.
Well, there must be samething in there if you don't want
me to go in there.”

Clay said he wanted to be nice to everyone, but he
warned that no one would make him into something he was
not.

"I know where I'm going and I know the truth and
I don't have to be what you want me to be. I'm free to
be what I want.

"In the jungle, lions are with lions and tigers with
tigers, and redbirds stay with redbirds and bluebirds with
bluebirds. That's human nature, too, to be with your own
kind. I don't want to go where I'm not wanted."

Clay put down the civil rights movement ("I'm a citizen
already"); defended Malcolm X ("If he's so bad, why don't
they put him in jail?") and questioned those who attacked
his learnings ("I catch so much hell, why? Why me when I
don't try to bust into schools or march around and throw
bricks?")?
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Lipsyte later said at the beginning of the press conference:

Clay displayed such an even, mild temperament that
hundreds [of reporters] left the hall to catch planes
home or file stories on "a new Clay molded to the champion-
ship throne" before sameone asked him if he was a "card-
carrying member of the Black Muslims." In newspack
journalism there is a tendency for reporters to stay at
the water hole only long enough to fill up for the next
story or broadcast, and so only a small percentage of
the fight's 500-man press corps heard Clay shout: "Card-
carrying, what does that mean? I go to a Black Muslim
meeting and what do I see?"

It quickly escalated, primarily because the reporters
who had remained tended to be the younger, more vigorous,
socially conscious liberals of the newspack who felt com-
fortable talking non-sports and wanted to challenge Clay
on the Muslims' separatist dogma. . . .And then, as argu-
ments were trotted out, civil rights arguments and citizen-
ship arguments and sports idol arguments, Clay suddenly
said: "I don't have to be what you want me to be, I'm free
to be who I want."

It was very simple, but at that time, coming from a
brand-new heavyweight champion of the world, it was pro-
found and revolutionary. A declaration of independence. . . 10

So Clay had declared his independence, his freedom to do as
he chose, without being shackled by the heavyweight title. And the
Times had a divided view of the new champion after the first press
conference, with Daley (who presumably left early) writing about
Clay's "discernible cloak of humility” and his role as a "delightful"
young champion who abandoned "his phony role as a distasteful brag-
gart, now that he had gained his objective,” and Lipsyte (who stayed)
writing about Clay's Muslim beliefs--most of which were not cloaked
in humility and none of which were to gain Clay the "vast amount of
popularity " that Daley had written of.

Daley's colum would be virtually his last totally compli-

mentary one on Clay, while Lipsyte, who would later be complimented
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by Malcolm X on his fair coverage of Clay's fights, would be told by
a Times editor, "That's just great, we'll put it up on the trucks,
'Malcolm X loves Lipsyte."ll

Rudolph Valentino Clay, Cassius' younger brother, disclosed
that he, too, was a member of the Muslims.l? sheed speculated that
Rudolph (who later changed his name to Rachaman) possibily converted
to Islam before his brother.l3

And Clay railed against the press calling Islam the Black
Muslims:

They call it the Black Muslims. This is a press

word. It is not a legitimate name. But Islam is a
religion and there are 750 million people who believe

in it, and I am one of them. . . .What is all the cam~
motion about? Nobody asks other people about their
religion.l4

But the commotion, if not centered on religion, surrounded
the fighter in more secular matters. Liston's campany owned the
rights to Clay's next fight and the Times, in a February 28, 1964,
editorial said:

The post-fight rewvelation that Liston's campany
owns the promotional rights to Clay's next fight
(whether with Liston or anyone else) is only additional
evidence that professional boxing is mere big business and
no longer a sport, if it ever was——and it ought to be
abolished in a civilized society.

This much can be said for wrestling matches on TV:
they make no pretense of being anything but entertain-
ment. Campared to Clay, Gorgeous George was the greatest.
If the public wants circuses, it can have them. Bring
back the Beatles.l5

Clay, who had won the fight, was losing the war. The next

day he was criticized by black leaders for supporting the Muslims,16
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then it was reported that he had flunked his Ammy mental exam (when
asked. to comment, "Clay replied with a chuckle, 'Do they think I'm
crazy?'") .17

Clay later said he tried "his hardest" to pass the test, and
added that, if he passed, he would not seek an exemption fram the
military service as a conscientious abjector ("I don't like that name.
It sounds ugly—like I wouldn't want to be called," Clay said at the
time) .18 A Selective Service official said the agency had no blanket
conscientious objector policy concerning the Black Muslims or any other
religious g:’:om.l9

The first skirmish with the Army behind him, Clay announced
that he had changed his name. Under the headline "Clay Puts Black
Muslim X in His Name,"” the story quoted Clay: "My name is Cassius X
Clay. » .X is what the slave masters used to be called. . . .20
Elijah Muhammad, the national leader of the Black Muslims, added:

This Clay name. . .has no divine meaning. I

hope he will accept being called by a better name.
Muharmad Ali is what I will give him as long as he
believes in Allah and follows me.4l

The story ended: ". . .the Muslims are reputed to be a
racist group, favoring strict segretation of whites and Negroes."

Reaction to the name change was swift. Clay's father said
that his son "was conned."?2 Joe Martin, Clay's first trainer,
said, "Clay can't get out of the Muslims—he's the one who put them
an the front page—they'd kill him."?3 Bill Faversham, the head

of the Louisville syndicate, concluded that Clay was "brainwashed. "24
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And ex-heavyweight champion Floyd Patterson offered "to fight for no
purse against new heavyweight champion Cassius Clay, to wrest the
title from 'Cassius X' and the 'Black Muslims'. . . .I am willing and
desire to take the title from the Black Muslim leadership and will do
so for no purse, whatsoever, whenever and wherever they might desire."25
Same writers were quick to put down the fighter they had earlier
praised. Jimmy Cannon wrote that the Black Muslims were a "more
pernicious hate symbol than Schmeling and Nazism."26
Accusations of being "conned," "brainwashed" and otherwise
duped (not to mention being targeted as a symbol of hate) made Clay
look like a tool in the hands of same mad lunatics. But his second
failure of the Armmy mental test made him look like a top—-secret
project:
At the Pentagon, a cammmique cleared through command
channels with the care normally attached to the status of
missile scientists, said: "The Department of the Army has
campleted a review of Cassius Clay's second pre-induction
examination and has determined he is not qualified for in-
duction into the Army under applicable standards."27
But the decision to keep Clay out of the service raised same
Congressional hackles, as the Times reported:
Congress proved wary of the Army decision to
reject Clay-——almost as wary as it had been in the past
about defense decisions to dispense with missiles that
do not meet the ammed forces' technical standards.28
After comparing Clay with a missile, the Times continued:
Representative Samuel S. Stratton, Democrat of
New York. . .said he believed the boxer's rejection

was "unfortunate, since Mr. Clay seems to have exercised
a good deal of mental agility in other quarters."”
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Representative William H. Ayers, Republication
of Chio. . .observed: "Had I flunked math, I still
could have peeled potatoes for the first two months of
my military service, which I did. Anybody that can
throw a punch like Cassius ought to be able to throw
a knife around a potato."

Representative Cormelius E. Gallagher, Democrat
of New Jersey. . .said: "If I were Cassius Clay, I
would feel insulted and ask for a waiver. Despite his
lack of formal education, Clay is an outstanding physical
example and possesses a quick mind. . . .He is a hero
symbol to American youths and I am sure he would like to
serve his country."29

The Times also printed stories about Clay's high school academic
record ("Young Cassius Had I.Q. of 78 Points Below School's Par")30
and about how the Army found malingerers on tests.3!

Through all the furor, one person remained unruffled. Wwhen
told he did not meet Armmy induction standards, Clay simply said, "I
just said I was the greatest. I never said I was the smartest. "32

But one matter did annoy Clay. "Don't call me Cassius Clay,"
the champion admonished interviewers. "I am Muhammad Ali. . . .That is

a beautiful Arabic name. That's my name now. n33
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Chapter 4
Muhammad Ali

On March 24, 1964, the Times acceded to the heavyweight champion's
request——it called him Muhammad Ali, for the first time, in a Lipsyte
story:

"while political, social and religious controversy
rocked his throne, Muhammad Ali. - .spoke quietly of his
people, his God (Allah), and of Cassius the Fool. . . .
"It's funny," Ali said, "If I changed my name to Jimmy
Jones or Calvin Washington nobody would say nothing. They
wouldn't introduce me in Madison Square Garden the other
night by my new name."l

An adjacent story, concerning the World Boxing Association's
threat to withdraw recognition of Ali's title because of his contract
with Liston, called him Cassius Clay.

Lipsyte later explained the discrepancy of Clay-Ali (which would
continue through 1967 in the Times) in SportsWorld:

Covering Ali for the Times offered the advantage of allowing,
even demanding, the kind of steady, even-handed reporting
that freed a writer fram the knee-jerk recation--right-wing or
left-—over the return-bout clause, Stepin Fechit, Muslims,
and the continued 1Y draft deferment as Vietnam war stoked
up. This balanced, somewhat, the strait-jacketed way the
Times defined news as a series of recent occurrences or
official pronouncements or logical, "responsible" specu-
lations, often to the exclusion of moods, common knowledge,
or "outsider" intelligence that was sometimes years ahead
of the facts. A minor, but telling example: The editors
decreed he be referred to as Cassius Clay, although he de-
manded to be addressed as Muhammad Ali (a name that sticks
in the throat of many of my older colleagues who either
quarreled with him about it or compromised by calling him
llchaml! .

Ali)'s contention was that the Establishment was frightened
by the power of his new name and the implication that Negroes
would cast off their slave names and rise to freedam. The
Times' official line, as far as I could determine through

27
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countless conferences and memos, was that until he changed
his name legally he was still Cassius Clay; I suspected
that the Times institutional adoration of words as ultimate
definers of cilvilization was as much at stake in this case
as in its refusal to allow certain slang and obscenities
into the paper, even when they were essential to properly
understand the character of an elected official or public
event.,

I discussed this once with Ali and was sorry I did. He
patted my head and told me not to worry, "You just the white
power structure's little brother." I brought that testimonial
back to 43rd Street, too, and suggested it be put up on the
trucks. Later, thinking about the smug arrogance with which
the editors had insisted that Ali was Clay, I remembered
that Liston had stared at Ali a few weeks before their scheduled
rematch and sneered, "Ahmed Mali, Mamud Wally, what's that?

I met you as Cassius Clay, I'll leave you as Cassius Clay."?

While the Times' editors and Sonny Liston both seemed to share
the same view of Ali's new name, they were not alone. According to
Cosell, many sportswriters were having difficulties with the new
champion's name--and with his actions:

It was the same refrain: The 0ld World writers wanted
him to live by their code, the same mythological sports
legend that through all the years these non-contemporary
men had been propounding; that every athlete must be a
noble example, in accordance with their concept, of shining
manhood; that he is pure-—doesn't drink, doesn't smoke,
doesn't try drugs. And there they were, in the 1960s,
with the Vietnam tragedy already under way, with drug
abuse raging across the country, with all the realities
of life, and they wanted him to be another Joe Iouis. A
white man's black man. . . .There was nothing in his
makeup that would allow it. He was campletely a part
of his time and he couldn’'t wait to tell them: "Look,
I'm a Black Muslim. My name is Muhammad Ali."

Not only that. If the writers thought about it at all, he

was the one who didn't drink, didn't smoke, didn't try drugs.

Paradoxically he was the one who was gure But he had taken
the wrong religion, a different name.

Among the writers upset by Ali's new lifestyle was Daley, who
also was upset with the first Liston fight. In a March 29, 1964,

colum, he criticized the title bout, Ali (or Clay, as Daley continued
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to call him), and boxing:

The odor of the Clay-Liston thing continue to
assail the nostrils. . . .This was a fight—--if you will
excuse the expression--that started rancid and has been
growing more offensive ever since [Daley was unhappy
with the outcome~-in which Liston failed to answer the
bell in the eighth round, due to an arm injury later
confimed by a doctor--and with Liston's contract with
Ali],

By way of adding to the unfragrant aspects of the
wretched affair, Clay revealed that he belonged to the
Black Muslims. Later he was rejected by the Armmy as
unqualified.

This has to be a tawdry mess from its start to the
finish, which has yet to came. The World Boxing Associ-
ation already made one abortive effort to strip Clay of
his title for conduct "detrimental® to the sport. But
boxing is a sport that cannot be derogated and it now
has sunk to a new low.

Boxing is beyond redemption. It should be abolished.?

As if to underscore the lack of understanding about Ali's
name, religion and privacy, the Times ran a short—and seemingly
non-newsworthy-—wire story April 21, 1964, which said:

Cassius Clay, the world heavyweight boxing champion

who now calls himself Muhammad Ali, attended a Black
Muslim meeting {in Boston] last night. He refused to
talk to newsmen.>

In May, 1964, Ali made a break with Malcolm X, his Muslim
mentor who had himself broken with the Muslims after a difference in
philosophy with leader Elijah Muhammad.®

He then went on a tour of Ghana, Nigeria and Egypt, during
which time he "not only played up his role as a celebrity, but cam-
pletely identified with 'my African brothers.' As Clay said on his
arrival here [Ghana] Saturday, 'I am proud to be back home.' This

theme crops up every time he makes a speech at a public function."’
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A day later, under the headline "Clay Takes a Jab at Civil
Rights Bill," a wire story from Ghana said, "Cassius Clay declared
that the only way for American Negroes 'to get respect' was to set up
a separate state." The article went on to say, "Mr. Clay [is] a member

of the Black Muslims, a group that advocates a separate state for

Negroes. n8

In a June 4, 1964, story from Lagos, Nigeria, Ali is quoted
as asking a large crowd, "Who's the greatest? Wwho's the King?" The
story said, "'Muhammad Ali,' the crowd would roar back. Anyone saying
'Cassius Clay' would be corrected with a stern frmrn."9 But, through-
out the story, Ali is referred to as Cassius Clay.

In Egypt, Ali said he would be "pleased" to fight for that
country should aggression occur against it and accused the United States
press of having tried to make the 1956 war "appear as an Arab aggression
against Israel. n10

0Oddly, magazine articles attacking the Black Muslims and Elijah
Muhammad had appeared in several widely read Cairo magazines a few
weeks before Ali's arrival. And a June 15, 1964, wire story reported:

A pamphlet on the Black Muslims, prepared by the

American Embassy [in Cairo] and distributed to certain
high-placed pecple, is reported to have been responsible
for these attacks.

Ali, who had no compunction about speaking his mind on any
issue, and his Black Muslim alignment appeared not to be just a threat
to the "Old World" sportswriters. The government seemed to be worried,

too.
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The Times made some headway with Ali's name, actually calling
him Muhamvad Ali through an entire Lipsyte story—though the cutline
on the acconpenying photo referred to him as Cassius Clay.l?

And a wive story on Ali's surprise marriage to Sonji Roi said
thatmapplylngﬁ:ttlnlm'"mygavehismasmﬂmnadAh,
ﬂemmmuamofﬂuslaacmmms 13

. mS@bmbarls,:LQ&,a'nneaheadlineread ®*Clay Signs
forbbwlﬁmﬂemutmﬁxmm 'ﬂns‘tnzy in which Lipsyte re-
ferredtowua.uﬂﬂzemldd, Wm,ﬂbwas

(Wb ul SRR 1651 fad AT \1L¢
Cassiims Clayv mtd * mm&e.ﬁmam ma t&t All
R L ARSI T R

"was mn:hately -s&mppad of the title by the mrld Boxmg Aseoc:uatlon,
which had forbidden thebout n14
Ibrresm:ol:eof themAactJ.on

E 'nnr&mmmtumbowaamu&ablismdm

the WBA regulations. Obviouwsly, as with the Liston-~
Patterson rematch, there had been such a pnvate clause
vhen Ali-agnged to-8ign for the first matah. ' (Althbugh
ﬂemth:eabw,thcytodcmacuminﬁiemm
Patterson. case.) But it was also. obwious that people.” . .
thought. that: histon had Apst the firspeibout by avejident,
ahd awecend fight would prove fatal for the Blaock Mimlim.
Nwmnkappmveagfthémwhudidmifmm mssachu
satt:sandEuvpa'

desplteﬂIeVBAsanctJ.ons,Ahrmamedtheclmnpmm
NewYork, Caliform.a, bhssaclmsetts andEurope

on Octd:er 25, 1964, the most detaxled Tlmsportra;t of All to that
datea;peaxedmtheNewYorkTunesmgazmemmderﬂ:eheadlme

"Cassxus Clay, Cass:um x, Mham'uad‘Ah "16 mpsyte correctly pzr:e-
dlcbed at the beg.mnmg of his art:.cle that "Al:. w111 pmbably rqaam,
foralongtme, themstoontrmersnalandcmplexfn.guremmdem
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American sports history."17
Several sections of Lipsyte's article are well worth noting,
since they provided a coamprehensive--and unusually fair--depiction of
the "controversial and camplex figure":

He has long since passed the brash Cassius Clay
who burst upon boxing on the wings of bad poetry and
brilliant publicity; he has even passed the convert
Cassius X. - .he has been rejected by the Armmy for
reasons not fully explained; he has traveled to Africa
and returned to state: "I'm not an American. I'm a
black man." And he has sweepingly denounced American
Negroes in the civil rights movement. . . .

But somewhere around these Cassius Clays——the lovable
clown; Cassius X, the troubled searching man; Muhammad Ali,
the socio-political spokesman--is the 6-foot-3-inch, 220~
pound, cherubically handsame 22-year-old paradox who, within
minutes, can be a clown, thinker, spokesman or any coambin-
ation of tese three public roles.l18

Lipsyte continued:

There was February 26, the day after he beat Liston,
and he turned coldly on a public waiting to watch him
bounce with the new joy of being the best of the biggest
prizefighters in the world. . . .

Speaking almost by rote, he told an uncamfortable,
frequently argumentative, and wholly unprepared press
conference that "I want to be with my own kind."

There are all the days when he petulantly snaps,

"I know what I'm doing," at sameone who questions him,
and later will say, "I'm just living from day to day,
preparing for the hereafter--no, no, I don't know where
I'm going next."19

Lipsyte quoted Ali's trainer, Dundee, who said, "The champ
is an individualist, there's no cycle or pattern in what he does. "20
And Lipsyte concluded, "Had the Louisville Lip emerged at same other
time, he might not have received the publicity, attention and encourage-
ment. . . .But boxing was in bad shape, even worse than usual."2l

But Lipsyte's view of Ali's conversion to the Black Muslims
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is perhaps the most revealing portrait.— The Times finally attempted to
answer the geustion: Why had Ali become a Muslim? Though same of the
factsvaryfmlatermts, they still represant the first in-
depthloakatAli's M\slupw:.ththemslm

:Hmtamlv,;nAtlantamwctm,Cas;;us

and Rudy atterided a meeting at a Muslim mosque, He.

was: impressed by the aleanlineas and gincerity. of the

p@lehew,mthemsmtcmwqu.,... N
Bmutheclmmfmm,themmremcxdmts

wmtbemwammmlwwmm

He marched in a eivil-rights deponstration, .and scmeone

in the arowd threw hot water on him.. . ... ,[fand] his brother

Rudywasbeccmmgmreandnm:emvolvedthhthel-hnlzms22

~

AR S e teelioval to be Amerisa's s oF e

Lipsyteqmtedhllonthewbhcrevelatimof snew

x’éligim

The pressure didn't really start until I flew wp

tobaw:.t:hualcoln,afw be.famthe [I..mton;

artaclemthetlmeefacesoftheheavywelghtchanpmnhadomeafter
athree-tmr mterviewthhAllmHarlenand ‘muldbe the first of
nanytmestastheonlyvdutemnmClayspmserwe, and the first
of many times I listened through his statm—of-ﬂxedogmaddxess "25
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In SportsWorld, Lipsyte said:

I tended to prefer to be the only white with Muslims;
first of all, it seemed to imply a guest status of pro-
tection: second, it meant there would be no wasted time
and anger over pointlessly insulting questions of reporters
who seemed challenged to defend the white race. As for the
dogmatics, I learned to listen to them for subtle shifts
in policy and emphasis; I'm not sure I ever really caught
any of significance, but I was impressed at how Clay
shaped and polished and refined his Muslim commentary
over the years until the early rote had been so thoroughly
filtered through his quick brain that it was his, much as
the predictions and the doggerel and the mock bambast,
which could not have been all his at the start, eventually
became his through absorption and reconstitution.26

Lipsyte mirrored what he believed to be America's view of the
Muslims:

Ali's continued membership in the sect was costing him
a great deal of money (in entertainment and advertising
contracts). The editors and readers were beginning to
realize he was "sincere."” And they felt threatened.

The Muslims were hard, healthy, disciplined, devout,
separatist, and violent. Those whites flabby with "guilt"
could visualize Elijah galvanizing black America into a
Super Mau-Mau. Those whites masquerading their racism
as "backlash’ instinctively understood that the Muslims
were not unlike the fierce secret European sects of their
own not-so-distant history. There were rumors that the
Nation of Islam was financed by, variously, the Ku Klux
Klan, Texas oil, the Arab Legion, the CIA. Between
black civil rights activists, who presented themselves
to "the white power structure" as the lesser of two evils
in regard to the Muslims, and black writers and academics
who were busy creating for themselves areas of expertise,
Elijah's influence and membership were blown up beyond the
little old man's wildest dreams. . . .

The Muslim presence around Ali, once no larger than the
shadow of Malcolm X, was now a tangible, sometimes J.nt.‘l.m.l-
dating force.27

Dr. Ferdie Pacheco, Ali's ring physician during most of the
fighter's career, wrote that the Muslims, who were first envisioned by

Elijah Muhammad when he was serving a prison sentence for draft
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evasion during World War II, evolved from Elijah's idea that "the black
man in America must have strong leadership, and that this leadership
mzstpmachsmeriontyoftlﬂeblackraoe. . . .If racist slogans were
needed, hepmvvn.dedt.han If the white men must became White Devils in
order to enlist the etrong, then so be it. And if the religion needed
same myths to believe in, then he created same. . . .Whatever the means
to enahle the black man to overcome his inferiority camplex and to quit
aiulating the white mén, Elijah Muhammad adopted it. If same of the
méans were hareh, the ends seemed to justify them. It was not a society
of weak—kneed s, sisters. It wiEa moﬁ“‘” }@‘;‘Zﬁi of
voughiamd. . | '.at the begimijij, ‘of cn'mn who thought they were in

" on the growid, qmr of yet another r‘eligion‘to milk the ghetto dollar
reserve. Butltlsperhapsanmterestmgthoughtthatherelsare-
llglonthatstartedasacongameandadedtpstrmght,vﬂmeasthe

,cmversea.softenthecasemmmitesoczety

Al:., in The Greatect qmted Eh)ah’s sm,, Hexbart as saying:

: Mmyfatbarrefmtamtegaopleas dev:.ls,"heneans
thoseymoveog:msaadus,lymmdm,kqatussogregatedm
ghettos.. . What my father meant. is that.white pegple have made
vesdevxlsl;ymslavmga:ﬂmsmgﬂeblad{manand
Aand. all the world.
T T e
wh,xtegkmmnohetterqrwrsetlpnanyotmr

HerbertM:hamnadwmtontosaythatthedewlledpeoplefxun
Allah, and aMed: ' o
'The history of the white man in EuropeandAmerJ.cashows

that their minds have. ruled by the devil. ., .. .in their - -
actionsg and their tmrdotherpeople,eventmardtlmus
selves.,._. .

Muslims in Amenca & ot hate anybody But the hJ.story

of .opprassed pagple theymr@mwammw~
selves, to have confi theriselves, to lowve themselves.

The White Establishment, metherm‘slavexy days or modern
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days,tastaxghtustohateomsam The image
of ewverything paeitive mth:.scomtxyhasbeena
white image, apd blacks have been taught to feel

, epchas that we mist have pride and
respact for ouxmelyes, It's not color that we fight
against, It's the inferior conditions, inferior op-
portunities. whi wlbtreatusthhrespectaremt
1odadmasdemls,mtbynyfaﬂnr 30

I Evmthesynpathatlc 'beres,aboxe;r anbnber ofammorlty
~qmmh1melf had;ncblanswzththeedlctoftheBlackmzslmsm
(1964:

. SR
© R Shoben S,

M ( I, for ona, was not impregged 3 trip to Harlem. .

Iq&sthehght'heavyhmghtclmpyﬂm « « o I remenber
.. . being ized by many of the well~dressed Muslims

who were mmsta:.rstothebbsquemﬂarlen. Never-

theless, I was frigkex afgitosmapaperpuch
muldha'wemeeﬂors'e

- ' The minighex, L tﬁq;:uy; istians. He
spdﬁithargerbm qnthedwil"he R
shquted, Maxytq.mslfomdwaelf j my head
unconsciously in approval of same of the igs that ™
the man in front of me was gaying.. Iwascnlypart
blackandaPtmtonan,butltgo tome. . . .

aaid, Whites havs sobbod s OF GReything Th the

of law, killed
"ﬁw“?mﬁm;'.‘?’uﬁtmmﬁm,mmm

o;:E:o::; ’n])fﬁycohuﬁas?wfﬁte a white' loog:g
ine pretty strong.

Coupled with the hard-line Muslin approach was the fear of |
the sect by whites—and a general lack of wnderstanding of the Musl:ms
by the press, in part because the Muslims' dictates could be bent to-
fit the situation. Though Muslims yere. forbxddentop\msmmreers
in entertaiment (i.e., boxing), Elijah gave Ali spec:.al dlspensatim
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to continue his carear, prompting Sheed to write:
- The -only catch about Ali as a center of black
capitalism was that Ali made his money in sports,
which Elijah had officially denounced, Since sports
is the opium of the underdog, this was not reasonable.
But surely, he could make an exception for Ali, who was
80 much more than a sportsman.33
The Times, until Lipsyte's story, was not inclined to portray
;:lae sect synpathetlcall; 'Its members were regarded as the bad guys.
'megme.ralpubllc, glventhereta.oemeofthepxessbotxytomder
stand tl‘AeMule.ns, saw the sect as a nasty, threaterung group of rac:n.st
blacks 'Ihere was pu:obably little ocmfort for whlte America in Maloolm
X's pranomcaxmt afur Pmmtxmdy s assassmatm that it was
an example of "the chlckeas cam.ng hane to roost"33 in a violent white
society. - -
© Ironically, the sane press that made Ali feel like a criminal
for becaming a Black Muslim ("Many times I've found myself re.flectmg
backonﬂ)eblgboldheadlmesmthepaperswhenlarmmcedthatl
}adtumedtolslam——ALIAmn'I‘jSHESABmm(MJSLIM, as though I Had
oarmtted a criminal offense—in a nation that boasted about its
'religious freedom. "')34 and pprtrayad the racist, aeparatast ideals
of the sect, seldom menticped that Ali's retinue included hlacks and
whites.
 Before the secend.Liston fight, originally scheduled in Boston,
nmmors cucuhbedthatthelhslmsmmgomgtoklllhstmﬁhemn

35 R;aorters corvermg All s training sessions

ordropAlzlfhedadmt
were disturbed to see Lincoln Perry; the black movie comedian Stepin

Fechit (a character Lipsyte said enqompassed "the lazy..&tinb, cowardly
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black stereotype"), spouting absurd rhetoric about Uncle Tom while Ali
shouted to the scribes, "Whatsa matter, write it down, your pencils
paralyzed?"36His words hardly endeared him to many in the press corps.

But it turned out that Ali, and not the reporters, was ulti-
mately "paralyzed." On November 13, 1964, just three days before the
Liston bout, Ali was stricken with a hernia--and the bout was postponed
(Lipsyte's story again referred to Cassius Clay) 37

Daley, writing about the postponement, seemed to think that Ali
somehow conjured up the hernia for his own benefit:

So Monday's fight has been postponed indefinitely as

a result of as bizarre development as this seamy sport has
produced. . . .Clay became ill, was rushed to the hospital
and was operated on for an incarcerated hernia.

Because the loudmouthed braggart from Louisville has
an uninhibited compulsion to attract attention to himself,

skeptics couldn't help but view it with suspicion. . . .But
they %garned to their surprise and dismay that it was for
real.

On February 21, 1965, Malcolm X was shot to death,39 and,
two days later, under the headline "Malcolm X Led Clay to Muslims,"

Lipsyte wrote:

Informed sources insist that Clay [after the Liston
fight] would not have been awarded his X had Liston won.

A few weeks later, Malcolm broke with the movement. . .
with Malcolm gone, Cassius X's importance in the movement
grew.

Clay, soon renamed Muhammad Ali, was able to recruit
many young people for the movement, and was sent as a
Black Muslim ambassador to African and Eastern heads of
state.

When Clay went to Boston for the second fight with
Liston and was asked about Malcolm, he burst into a tirade
against "that chief hypocrite."40

Lipsyte's reference to Ali's trip as a Muslim ambassador was

a first—-but his "informed source" was impeccable. Leon 4X Ameer, once
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a rising light in the Mislims and a confidant of Ali, had broken with
the sect and, after twice being severely beaten, had gone to Lipsyte to
tell his story of the Muslims.?! Leon died soon after Malcolm X's death,
of injuries from his beatings.

The rematch between Ali and Liston was scheduled for May 25,
1965, in Lewiston, Miine.”  (Torres wrote that "mounting pressure on
promdter Sam Silvemman by the Veterans committees and the super patriots
caused the flghttobecanceledeostm ")42 Afewdays before the

co T e ), IR nz~‘:.~ LIS

bout, I.J.psyte wrote:

'mere}mle‘béun indicaticns thit thesecurityarrange— o
nents, s+ o mtm.uf:.ed because of the fear that fol-
lowersofMal theslamBlackNatlonallst leader,

mﬁad ay. The champion, under the name
All, is'a 1 symbol of the Black Muslim
mvemigt mmmm defected after recruiting

The samie. day, Daiey, in'a safewhat friendly display toward
ali, wrote: '

| nem:elmeammiaxmmmfmma"
»:Iﬁatmmtergdeve:ymnsensmaﬂ];hoastand
speaking Wi, tmguem
seqxetl ?ilgh.mg athimuaif- He seeuad
fﬁ-st@ b&@mm £ive yoars ago than
tlaxi:outhcass1ushas;ov:cedhu$fto

ATt

. And, taking ha.smgnanmousstam to the limit, Daley had
this prediction on fight day:

e of Casgiug' dalusion of grandewr, it's
'Igib%e};tobelié\kﬂiathewmldbesovainglormus

tDmJ-XJ-n .—-.Soﬂ'ﬁl’.ﬁllq.f()fﬂusrmsmer
t}attlay:{lytaﬁtahzeﬂxenearoweagama:ﬁkmck

hmoutsanemereamm)dthenmﬂzmﬂ 45 f
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To balance Daley's sureness, the Times again was unsure about Ali's
name. A Steve Cady article on the fight called the boxer Cassius Clay
throughout, then interjected, "As usual, Muhammad Ali provided his
quota of punch lines,' and went on to refer to him as Cassius Clay.4®
Also unsure were the Times reporters after the second Liston
bout, which Ali won in the first minute of the first round®’ with what
became known as the "phantom punch."
It is still uncertain whether Liston actually took a punch of
any type (Lipsyte, Torres and Pacheco say he did; Cosell says he's unsure;
Sheed says "microscopes later turned up an actual punch"48 and hundreds
of fans yelled "fix").
The fight had another odd element, according to Rex Lardner,
"kecause of Ali's embracing of Black Muslimism, Liston the ex-criminal
was the sentimental favorite and hero of the production. "49  put the
hero hit the deck and Daley wrote:
As always seems to happen in the strange wonderland
inhabited by Cassius Marcellus Clay things keep getting
curiouser and curiouser.
This wildly unpredic*~hle young man put another strain
on credibility tonight. . .by placing Sonny Liston on
the ice in the record of time of one minute of the first
round. . . .Alice in Wonderland never had it so good.50
Ali (Lipsyte wrote that he wore a robe bearing his Muslim name
and was introduced by that name in the ring) "kept the press waiting
more than half an hour. - .outside his dressing room. When he
finally emerged. . .he reprimanded the newsmen for having doubted
his prediction of an early surprise in the title bout.

'T told you, please, be here early. Please, from here on
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out, listen to me'"Sl
Controversy. followed the fight. On May 27, 1965, two stories
appeared on page one under the headline, "Clay-Liston Fight Arouses
Wide Damand for Inguiry."52
"The bizarre ending of the fight. . .brought outcries of ‘'fake'
and 'a d:.sgrace' from fans, officials and leadmg boxing figures in
tlusoomltryandabmad saidcnestoz:y while the other said that
the smate; mnjonty leader in New York, Joseph Zaretzki, introduced a
bill tooutlawbaan mNequz:k State, saymg, "fmg,p;ﬂaa,&c has to be
.In the same edition, Daley upbraided the Eight:
kmly one clear result emerged from the welter of
caonfusion. Clay is still the heavyweight champion of

the world, although even the legality of his stunning
am.lhilata.on of the Big Bear is at least slightly open
to question.

Degpite all the wild reports of a. bombing of Clay
by dissident members of the Black Muelim sect, the only
banb wag the fight itself., . . .Tongues will be wagging
about the strange ending of this wretchedly mishandled
bush-kbaguepmdw’um for many years to come.>3

InaL:.psyte storythesanedayrthegm»mtbackto

calling Clay Ali:.

Ali chided the assembled reporte'rs'fof "ies" in re-
porting that Black Muslim defectors wowld attempt to kill
him in revenge for Malcolm X's murder. "All that publicity
destroyed Liston, heda.dnthavegxemmdﬁorallﬂ]edegree
of knowledge neoessaxy," he said.

' Allsattackmthereportersnayhavehadsmenent.
Llpsyte laterwrote
It seams a little gratuitous now to snicker over

a 1965 non-murder. Contemporaxy history has lapg since
canceled all such jokes. But even then the inky stench
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ofd;efresh%easemmg. over the story. At
dup week, ane of the pramoters
hadsazd "If I cpuld,gsmu'ethepeopleanasaassmtmn
in the ring I could sell a million tickets," and later
mokoutahfeinsuramepollcymlth. Jose Torres. . .
had said, jokingly, that he didn"t want a front-row
pu:'essseatintheliaeofﬁre New Yaork City plain-
clothesmen, perfapa Justifying their "special-duty
assignments,” in Maine, told Jimmy Capnon that some
of Malcolm's hotbloads were "missing fram their usual
. haunts," and he wrote it. Harold Conrad, the star
publ:.c:wt,tookallthethreadsarﬁbegantymgdry
flies for the British. They bit. ‘Once again, editors.
inNewYork began calling, and our stories could not
.that mqmtdmnofaklllercarhead.mg
to Lewis with the only black men not accredited

St e, O Dy e

‘ endtg mg,,’nﬁwmw "They 're
Byf:.gm;t.lmwehadv:znttmouxselves :Lntoaha.gh
qu:.ver55 .

m ed.ltor:l.al two days after the fJ.ght titled "A Hollow
Ring," haxdlywroteltselfmtoaqulver '
Onthemeorythatltlsf“ e to
no;%:g-after da;gd for the abol:.t:.m of p:;ofess:.onal
pr igh deRJ-Ormg beastly . ‘brytality, could
uﬁt wlt,h'the brief and gentle Clay-Liston

mcomter atwmch only ‘the customers suffered damage?. . . .
Asportéss;ckasthlsonesurelycamotsurvwenmh

longex. 5!

The next day, Ali. chided his critics("they] just had to give
me credit for being so good"), and, in the same story, Michael Strauss
wote, "£ilms showed that Clay had connected with a short, sharp, -
downward smash that sent his foe crashing in the first round. Almost.
allmvievimsagreedthatﬂaesmttp,tmheadmdconnectedwim

authority. 57 _ v D
Mflghtomtmvarsyhadahmstd;edmmazmmadlm
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proclaimed, "Clay Sues to Annul Marriage, Says Wife Refuses to Con-
vert."58 The story that followed said that "the 23-year-old chanpion,
who has been a Miws:.me e won the Olympic title in 1960, filed
suit as 'munad Ali, also known as Cassius Clay.' Apparently there
msno"a;dtotheconﬁaswnoverulsflghts,‘naresorthedatehe

Ali signed for a November 22, 1965, bout with ex-champion
Floyd Patterson, who had criticized Ali and the Muslims. ‘ ’

Torres wrotis that the bout thek on the' fervor of 4" #eiiiists
vax hetwean Ali;the Black MasIim and’ Pattébdcni the Roman Catholic:

¥ 3 only :medson Patterson’ts’ derided to come out
of his shel]," Ali said in Playboy Magazine, "is to try
“ammnmlfabigrurowﬂxewhitenhnbysaving
the heavyweight title from being held by a Muslim.
soots T wish you would print’ For Patterson ‘to read
that:.fheevercmv:.noesnymmagerstolethmm
the sae ving with me, It's going to bé the first time
I ever trained to develop in myself a brutal killer
- -instinct. I hever Felt that way about nobody élse.
Fighting is just a sport for me, a4 game to me. But
i~ Patterpon I would-want to beat to the floor for the
way he rushed out of hiding [after being beaten by
Liston}, @nnotmetng hé' wanted to fight me because no
mslnndesexvestobetheclmp
"I Aever had no concern abotit his having the Catholic’
religion. But he was go. Jop up to fight me because
wtn“mtstobethemwinrgﬂ' ehan&m‘\'. And I don't
hmofasa@e.re:mleofmbodymaklngablggerfool
of himeel&,"59

‘Paley reported the day before the fight that "Clay already has
overvhelmed Patterson Mtimnlly, ku that remains is for him to
do it pugﬂiﬂtnlly.’-“ ‘Daley, though picking Ali in four, called him

"relatively inexperiended and still afrateurish, "61
Lip-ytn inapre—ﬁghtsbory evmindarevealirgglinpse
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‘of Ali's Supposed hatred, spawned by the Muslims:
Clay's Maalim a€filiation and his trips downtown
(bobuyreoordsforhisportablestereoset) prampted

ons local newspmper to print that Clay met same Muslims
do\mtovmandtheymtbehmdcloseddoorstohate

Claycmxldhardlystoplaughmg "rhn, l'mdoyouhate
behind closed dodes. :
"Man, Iw:.shevexybodyvmldgoandhatebetmﬂclosed
doors instead of taking their hate out on the street."62
Ali would have been fortunate if the Times writers had kept
"Clay Knooks Out Patterson in the-1Ith and Rieis Heavysddght
Chasmpionship” said the pige énie healline Novermbét-23; 1968, TN«
Lipsyse story oompared Ali with:the 'little boy pullihg the wings of
a butterfly piecemsal and added that "Clay mocked and humiliated and -
puwnished™ Pattérson.  Lipsyte later deemad the fight "hideous," saying,
"there was no question in my mind that Ali was in tot&l ocontrol, and
hie in-fight cammentary, 'No contest, get 'mé a oontender. . . «Boop,
boop; boop. ... .watsh it, Floyd.. . .wes the ‘Ftlfillment of his
prémise to ‘chastise’ Pibterson."®
Ali's ‘pOet—fight condust madb rq:orters cringe. "Clay Chides
Reportm.’s forPaﬂtCritﬁim”“ réaﬁthemadlmemabtmeyby
JosephM. Bhsetm mameazedwbe ﬁmmlg%ﬂyrmkled by
Ali's mm‘ks, for he ww&e:

\

mneheau mmmmmof '
patulantarrogmue, us Clay had the good gesde -
afwmt&ﬁ.gtwheapmlysnmm

mﬂmmmmédmotlenm
'ﬁut's‘ﬁne:mer What's the weasd this Eime? -
What’s the excuse?" The repeated question reflected Clay's
annoyance at what he considered to have been unfairly
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stinted praise after each of his two victories over
Sonny Liston.65

On the same page, under the headline "Clay Mocks Foe in Word
and Deed,” and a deck reading "Contemptuously Toys With Outclassed
Challenger,” Daley wrote, "It was a more outrageous burlesque than the
one that's on the stage at Minsky's on the other side of the Strip.

It vas a.travesty all the way."®6

Also on the page was the headlme "Hero of Black Muslims Gets
Own Security Guard at Fight." The story, which had no byline, said
that security precautions for the fight were handled Yy Law Vagam -
police, the FET afid a private patre] dgenty. “i:“sppaiertt; thowsh -
mspoken reason for the precautions. .. .was the presence of scores
of Clay's Black Muslim followers, including a group of about two-dozen
of Mihammad Ali's ‘self-styled security guards.®

v mleinmesentenoetheTmeswasmmgmoofAllsthree
names, another Btory on the same pade was titled "Champion Masks Real
Perscnality,” with the deck réading, *dports'World Puzzles Over Ex-
tremes in Behavior.* The story, with no-byline, said, in part:

" Thare must be, siy pecple who have seen Cassins

Clay at both extremes, the"real"Claysanamerebetween
the angry, mﬂﬁg man-and the laughing, quick-witted,:

amﬂ d.ay--imlxﬁ.mg his considerable circle
of Black msl:.m fr::amds—-often are mable to f:.gure t.he

Chy y':hgteanm
_utrweom%g‘y,m
g the religibh, it wels to
wm&om.:.,.f
) f:@r!,!bhaababmn
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| Betweenthecmﬂicts of being portrayed as at ease with his
religion and also” tiying to bresk away from it, and of wanting to be
called Mubammad A{li_ﬁhi‘l’e being referred to as Cassius Clay, Ali could
take some polace in Daley's assessment of his talents during the Pat-

......

orig-sided. Ifrptlﬂngelse,however, ‘it did serve as
agl:.tteringmﬂa&fo‘rﬁsetalegts oftherapidly
mproving

c,asaius&meuusmay
_ L:Lpsytemtedoﬁthes‘.ane‘p?ge{ glthgg\k}gvsglostapro-
fessional figﬁt, éﬁd th&e &lﬁﬁ%%%w&nﬂw%&m he never
will. ..70

me% inabriefedltorialthesamedaytitled"NoSport
No Manly Act,™ mpeated its remzrring plea. . "mce again we say [boxing]
should be Gutlawed."?1 e e

. On mvatﬁer 28, 1965 Lipsyt:e mte che of hJ.S mSt m—depth
artlclesmAln.. Unhder the headline” *Clay: A Ring Mystery,® “anda
deck, "His Mockery of Sport, and Black Muslim Role Make Future of .
tic defense of ALi (wl'm he referred to as,q:assius.clay in all but one
mstance) .and an md:.ctment of boxing; '

Manpeop te,black fansandnon—-fans—-be]_.i_eve

élay's affiliatice‘with ‘the so-called Black Musliin movement
has given a basxcally isoci t a ,i,ng pu.],p;,t
fmngmdx to dt &ogtra &ﬂ%ﬂr :&S@’ts

. His Myslinm is unfortu jte. Patterson has

N eouitted it with W %ux Klan, many pebple feel ft -

~ is a disservice tq r:.ghts. And yet .
otherst, “some of mlﬂé 1 m& Patte.rsa'l
does, feel it makes perfect sense in the context of f o
tmsm.l ‘W. W N I S e t:ll}s U

. e
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From the beginning, he manipulated the press by
charming them in private and boasting extravagantly in
public. Sinister or saintly, Cassius Clay was good and
easy copy.

The Muslims offered Clay a different kind of religion
(non-white) , a status within a commmnity, a bastion from
which to sortie into a world he felt was hostile toward
him. Although the Muslims did not publicly claim him
until he became champion, Clay was receiving instructions
for years before he beat Liston.

With this emotional backing, and a realization that
he had to use boxing harder than it used him, he opened
the greatest publicity campaign in the history of sports.
He says now that he wanted people to hate him, so they
would come to his fights to see him knocked out. More
likely, he was samewhat confused and hurt when his pitch
for attention was not accepted in the same joyful spirit
it was conceived. This, probably, drove him irrevocably
into the Muslim fold.

The showmanship was taken badly because the public--
through the press——was not ready to receive the antithesis
of Louis and Patterson. Once before it had been presented
with a nonconforming Negro champion, and society rejected,
harassed and eventually persecuted Jack Johnson. . . .

Boxing men would like to have "mixed matches, " but if
they can't have white against black, they will gladly settle
for Eastern versus Western religions. . . .

As long as he can keep his fists flying and his mouth
running, Cassius Clay can defect to Mars and turn Trotzkyite
and ;l21e boxing waorld, palms up, will play any game that pleases
him.

Lipsyte's defense of Ali came at a time when Ali's popularity
had dropped drastically. In defeating and humiliating Patterson (though
Patterson had publicly humiliated Ali by taunting his religion) Ali
had defeated and humiliated the "Great White Hope." The public——and
the press—-had not reacted kindly to Ali's affiliation with the Muslims.
That he had twice beaten Liston (in what were thought of as suspect
bouts) was only further proof to many that boxing needed salvation from
both religious infidels and the criminal element. Patterson had failed

to keep Liston (representing the criminal element) fram taking his crown.
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But popular sentiment backed Patterson in his quest to wrest the title
from Ali (the religious infidel). The irony was campounded by the fact
that Patterson, the white hope, was, like Ali, black.
And the irony was not lost onLipsyte, who later wrote in

'.’Ihth;yd Patterson buildup and fight soured the liberals
on Muhammad Ali just when be needed theixr understanding and
support to counteract all the forces reacting to his unpatriotic.
posture. The liberals—I use the term loosely here for those
wnaremtaomx:hllberalastolerant,bestcwersofaknxdof
msed%llgenadepossmbehyﬂmdﬂwwm&m ko

y educational, housing and ‘employment pmblars——mu.’!.d o
mwtbe;:%v% mmm
g eV

x#éa\?hl

amceofhu; mcebefaperespond.mgto will of the

pleandmibadmghmlforaucrecooperatlvechag:m

The boxing industry wanted Patte to win the title back,.
for the third time, in 1965. The Wall Street gang were financiai
rapists, but they weye white and predictable in their goeed. . The
peasantsofboounghadlongsincelearnedthatbandltsalwaysmve
on. But the Musling were black and unpredictable; who knew. what
horrible, eternal surprises these mad -dog Allah freaks would wreak
upon the land?. Black ownership in boxing was rare, black RO
rarer, black control of a heavy\galght title unheard of. cially
WWhatEldndquleaverwmldcﬁuthe "autonamous” black, in his
mmfancn.ﬂ:lassesmtofm

But&nvmzters—hpsytemcltﬁed-—werest:lltakenmbythepm—
fJ.ghthype the battle between the Greatmterbpea.rﬁthemfidel,and

Llpsyteea@lamedwhy

InLasVegasfortiieflghi:, scheduled for the second anni-
veraazyqfkenmdy's agsassination, November 22, 1965, thare
was no way to avoid the Holy War hype—the crusading Christian
vs.Sancmmgtaptw;mbyAh, sultivated by Patterson,
and left forthesportswnterstoharmt or trample, butmt
IgOKG ey b u&”u, ‘

we tigers of the typewriter were ‘stuck with just spread.mg
the story, like A, seJ.hngtl.ckayltotknclqsed—cmm;
telecast, dissemina yet more racist pmpaganda scattermg
seed foxr hetter stexias to come.’d .
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And a better story was on the way.

The Vietnam war was escalating and, with it, presure came to
bear on Ali. The year'he won the title, 1964, 147 Americans died in
Vietnam. In 1965, the death toll was 1,400. In 1966 Times headlines
announced "Amy Is Likely to Recheck Clay."’® During the first week of

that year, the tnited States had nearly 400,000 men in Vietnam, and
5,080 had been killed.’6

‘The Times story carried this deck: "Draft Board Is Expected.to -
Review Chanpion’s Case;" and the story said that*".'clayzlﬂuely.m;ldxhe
called again [for his Amy mental t@st]sﬁne the armed sexrvices have
lowered their mental recuirements.” The story quoted Ali as saying
that he "was thinking of only ane kind of fighting—-inside the ropes.”

Two days later, in a brief article, the Times reported that
"Cassius Clay won a divorce today {January 7, 1966} on grounds that
hlsmfehadttmrudhisnlackuxslmreligwnmthnakeupandm
fitting clothes. "77

| 'Ihe ’next day, a headline an the sports page oove:r said,Q "Clay
toPutTitlemﬂeramAgainst [Emie] Terrell,” aocatpam.edlarthe
deck G’mmmuaommwesmmtmopranytomelemsems
Matches."’® The Lipsyte story said Ali would fight Terrell in New
York and added that Ali {oxr Clay, as the story referred to him) would
form Main Bout, Inc., o televise his fights. Ali, the Muslims and
a third group would cambine forces to fomm Main Bout, the article said,
and profits from the compaiyy would be invested in black businesses.
Because of Ali's coming struggle with the draft, his deepening

EY
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religious convictions and the troubles loaming with the Terrell fight,
the Times' first thrce stories about the heavyweight champion in 1966 were
approér:iate,and set the tone for events to came.

On Jarmuary 25, 1966, the New York State Boxing Camission blocked
the title bout in that state, claiming that an associate of Terrell,
Bernie Gliclunan, was himself an associate of Frankie Carbo, the "so-called
boou.ng czar" in prison for extortlon and oonspi.racy » The story on the
vcolmu.ss:tm s action added that Glz_cknan had booked Terrell's rock 'n' roll
barﬁardhadbemmhscomermenmerrelldefaﬁedmswmheavywelght
title (won in elnm.nat.wn bouts after A11 was stnpped of 1t) agamst George

Several days latter, Terrell recelved a license to box in Illinois,%0
andthefightmssefforbhxd:%indﬁ.gago. |

But the draft issue was heating up. Under the headline, "Namath
and Clay Cited as Draft B.'Lll Is Backed, the Tmes stozy sa:l.d

The Defense Deparment has endorsed legislation that could

lead to the drafting of military rejects, such as the heavy- -

weight champion, Cassius Clay, and the New York Jet quarter-
back, Joe Namath, mpxesaxtaﬁve C’narlee E. Bennett, Democrat

of Florida said. .
‘Bennett said'.'. .that hehad moeiVeda letter from the

Pentagon backing his bill, which would provide special physical
mﬂedtmtimpnoggfnstohelpdraitrejecesmeetSelective
Se.wu.cestzuﬁnds

’Ihenextdayl\lisaidt!nthxsimnsulle, Kentucky draft board

82 and, on February

told him he might be acceptable for military service"
12, 1966, t:hechalmofhis draft board, J. Allen Bherman, said
“Clay. . .oould be inducted into the Ammy before his March 29 title
fight with Ernie Terrell."

However, Sherman said that even if Clay were drafted he could
appeal the reporting date to allow him time to make the match.

[
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"I don't see any reason why Clay won't be acceptable for the
draft,” [Shemman said]. "when we meet next Thursday it's my
guess that he will be placad in 1-A and there is certainly no

reason why he shaxlantt be.”

The pending chssye in status for the 24-year-cld Clay was
oconfirmed earliaerx, ™ by a Selective Sexrvice official in
washingtan. \ e official, who asked not to be identified,
gaid tﬁdecisimmdmftmg Clay uould-be left to his draft

SOAli, likeﬂmnxhofoﬂmyomgnmatthattme, waited to
seemathis statulmldbe. nzthow:mny others had their status con-
fmnsd by Selective S&V.ﬁce ofﬁc:Lals in Washington?

' On February 17, 1966, the machinations that weuld ultimately strip
Ali of his uﬂahgmmw mmmm&eal-p..

A m:me in the !bnnry 18 ‘nms sald; "C.lay Reclassified 1-A

bymftaoard mavmmma@mmawaal with decks reading,
"Flghta' (:laxgee Boaxd With Bias, and "Clay Says He Is Singled Out Because
of His Affiliation With Black Muslim Sect.? In the accompanying Lipsyte
story, Ali's displeasure with his new classification was evident: -

: [Cassius Clay] charged 'ttt he was beding "picked on"™ because -
he was a member of the so-called Black Muslim Sect.
- "why me?” asked Clay. "I can't understand it. - How did

they do this to me—the heavyweight champion of the world?

“How: can they.do this without anothér test to sed if I'm
any wiser or worser than last time? Why are they so anxious,
-viwy are they gumidng for me?: -All thoee thousands Of young
men in Louisville, and I don't think they need but 30 andthey
‘have $0'go: ints: two-reax~tld files 40 seek mMe ouk,

"I can't understand out of all those baseball players,
football ‘players, basketball players, and they seek me
out, and there's only one heavyweight champion."
‘He said timt he hadpsror three lawews, in different
parts of the country, working on the next legal steps,
althoug: he wag not -swe what they would be.
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Many Muslime, aceoxding to Clay, have avoided military
seryice by declaxing as conscientious objectors, but
others were wader arms.
. "I've got a-question, " he said. "For two years
the govermment cauged me international embarrasemant,
letting people think I was a nut. Suve it bethered
me,axﬂxwmthe:mdfathersuffered,andmw&ey
jump up and make me 1-A without even an official
notification or test. Why did they let me be con-
sideyxed a nut, an illiterate, for two years?"

Claymxldwwmmtmﬂnmrxmelf, or
Arerica's comitwent in Vietnam. But he said that
. pressure had mounted as his own involvement in the
Muslmsbacmnmter,amﬂatheﬂnzghthewas
being reclassified because of his affiliation with
the group.-, He akso thought that drafting him weulé =
be a financial mistake for the country. . ..

°'w: fightipy Sax the goverpment every day. Wiy
are they so amdious to pay me $80 a month when the
govermmant is in trowble, financially? -I think it
mstsﬂxan$12uullia1adaytostaymV1eﬁ:anmxd
I buy a lot of byllets, at least thyee jet bombers a
year, andpaythesalaryofSOOOOfJ.ghtmgnmmth
the money they take from me after my figh

Ausmarksmﬂdmt,atthebestoftnms,haveendeared
hnntopatrmts. mthedayofhlsrm\arks GeneralMamllTaylor
hadantaqzzedSenatorWaynebbrseforhmattackonttnmrmeumn
bbrsehadsa:.dthatthelsnmz.canpeoplemuld rep\xb,atemxrwarm
Southeast Asia,” tovdnch'hylar ‘replied, "That, of course, is good
news to Hanoi, Sawatorum 'I'aylorsmfm'emeoouldmthawcmeat
aworsetmeforAlJ. mmteﬂatm:.tlmmm,gotmrd
of his reclamflcatzm by;inne frrxaawwaservme reporter, and
addedthatmofwmdeseaﬂodmﬂaagnahedml.

Lipayte wiote in Sperporld:

A Mwmmmmmmatpermdsbetwm
mmdsmththepmq. felevision, xadie, neighbors,

friends, promotexs, andtlulamhecmamldlnde

dup for questicns, apiwexs, advice, gossip, . nwors, .
stories of death and dlmarbennent, accusations,
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anxieties, injustices, and always the interviews—hat

d:youﬂﬁ:\kabbat. . « 2 How d you think... . ? ¥why
?--and 'the Mistimg, almost antic at this proof

the.
theyweremtpararbmshrtcbsmpwple,axﬁme
almgthewayammnaskedfortheflfuethtmemat

‘mell, ‘vbatd:yuzthuﬂcaboutﬂueﬁetcmg?
AndAll, tired, exasperated, angry, betrayed, certauﬂy
-without thought, carvedhisqmteonﬂ'sefacadeofhlst:oxy
"Iamtgotmthmgagamsttluanetcong
'meTlmesdldmtmetheqwtelepsytesamClemAhs
LIRS YR o Lol d
LLpsyte mmarticleheadlined Ctu.ldrenBrngoyto

World—Weary C‘himp descnbed aAli, who was m Miami tra:mmg for the

s 2 f
Lpt T T

'I\arxell bout '

nmanl&'mmbyaftarscrmllltlsﬂemly
time of the day whén his eyes seem to sparkie of the
laughterofGass;usClay.
| Inthemmﬂng mmu,mﬁungma:m‘thaveto

years ago, wasCassmsClay,andal slaugh_ng
’mmmti%m&tmmmw...

The phone mstormgﬁn.lelslsrestmg fram
people® & .Offeing him 3400,000 to play Jack Johnson in
amvxeandmcnedulousﬂxathestnﬂdt\nnltdambecause
‘he wouldn't appear on the screen as a white waman's lover
and brainwash, teaays,ﬂ:eﬂegroaggmstthebea\rtyof
hisown. . . &

Ali and his friends will sit and talk through the
evening ‘ths Piebdim of 22'nfillion “so-callad Negroes
Yost in thi wnamm , ea'wr&xm:.ca"a:ﬂofﬂair

tﬁamghfmﬁe biﬂbdasScrmClay,thedarkheauty
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is sitting on a piapo crooning blues and later, at the bar,
talling customexs that she still loved him, tHat "the Muslims
took his mind and gpixit away,” and that he really was much
tmnﬁttofaummrmtalmmaumin first
plane

.-:Ali'sdrenmldtas interrupted by the realities of his forth-
canmghaut with Terrill. And there would be no bout with Terrell (at
1eastmaxicago)mt;lheapologuedforhnmmtrmtwrenarksabout
thedraft,thevar.mdthemtomg mmon.sGovennrOttoKemer
Chlcagnmorawxaxdnal.eyandnmmxsoﬂxerpolxucalﬁgureshad
reged oo 'mmr.emmoﬁﬂu j WWW‘&%} oo call
Blacknalm,arﬁwe'dm'tgommmrsmﬂessthey'rede:laredby
Allahhmsdf’ag—mswmhemhmvaytoapologlzeaxﬂ"mv
Kexnes indicated he would be satisfied with a formal apology from Clay."90

- Mmusimmmdthnymtﬂ.dmﬂnnldwdecis;mmﬂn
flghtmt;lmyarnmd,hxatbud»IDuRadzieMa, a,a:dhevmxldmt
mmmmofﬂnhmﬁoxuambecaise"ﬂnscomuyis
flghmngfwmallmrthewrld,andparcofﬂﬁsfreedanlsfor
almant:oeaywhm:.hewani:s."91

E

Ia.psyte in a colum headhmd "Instant mle, sa1d:

Five-anddmemtmuah,lﬂceanyc}mpgimm.ck has
to ba manufactured fast and thrown out on the market before
an;mxehasactametommmltspermmbmtyaxﬂits
~shaliownasss OsuallyT-8s in thssmchx's latestcolh-sim
with the real world——it promises to leave nothing but
- taste of ingtant bil®. , . .
meapologywillmpe.fully,acco:dingtoaxecmissimer
end a ooy wesls i) which everyone sank"hoaktndexvartenlevel
['mereclassiﬁmtion]dauiaimmrelayad Clay, third-
~hmdpmilchemawdmmusmmfrmtofusrmted 4
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The 24-year-old heavyweight champion is "panic stricken"
at the thought of military service, according to those close
to him. First of all, he has been cosseted by managers,
backers, public relations men, lawyers and advisers for the
last six years. In that time, he never has done anything by
himself as an equal in the campany of men. Second, nested
among Black Muslims, all of whom have rejected the main-
stream of American life, he hears only sinister tales of the

And third, after two years of being derided as a "nut"”
for failure to qualify for the draft, Clay felt that a re-
versal without a new test was another example of the white
world "picking on" him for being a Muslim, a discrimination
that would continue painfully in garrison and in the field.

As newsmen zeroed in on Clay for his reaction, closed-

. circuit television exhibitors throughout the country got leery
of booking a fight that might be canceled. So cne of Clay's
lawyers quickly announced that Clay would appeal the decision,
thus setting back his induction date. Then the world flipped.

Clay's defenders described the "great emotional strain”
under which "the kid" has been living-—a championship without
honor, a messy divorce, an inner conflict between his Muslim
allegiance and his desire to be loved unilaterally. His
detractors pointed to the Muslims as a band of "thugs" un-
worthy of owning a championship, and Clay's remarks as a
kick in the teeth to American youngsters dying in Vietnam.

The woices of the detractors were stronger and better
placed than those of the defenders, many of whom were
financially involved with Clay. "The Chicago Tribune" began
a crusade to run the fight out of the city, and the Governor
asked the cammission to review its sanction of the fight.

Tickets for the fight are said to be going well, which
proves that five-and-dime emotionalism can even produce a
quick buck.92

While both Lipsyte and Radzienda tried to appeal to the more
rational sensibilities in a very emotional issue, two more rational--
but unlikely—forces had been marshalled to keep the fight
alive. Both Torres?3 and Lipsy'l:e94 referred to organized crime's fear
of a black takeover in boxing—a fear sufficiently justified by the
formation of Main Bout, Inc., which was pramoting the bout. Lipsyte
said the bout originally was barred in New York not becuase of Terrell's

connections with mobster Glickman but because of a fear of Main Bout,
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Inc., and the power it would gain ("Hardly anyone believed the 'ex-
huastive investigation' into Terrell's background was anything more

9 ana

than a delaying action against Main Bout, Inc.," Lipsyte wrote.
Torres wrote, "What was left of the Mob in boxing felt threatened by
saneone moving in on their territory: the Black Muslims,"96
Lipsyte said the fight ended up in Chicago because "it was *
thought that the cawbination of organized crime and the Muslims would
be strong enough to defeat even the Chicago Tribune's crusade to run it
out of town."97
But the fight was on its way out, anyway. "Clay Withholds
Apology for 'Unpatriotic Remarks;' Title Fight in Jeopardy" read a
Times headline February 26, 1966.
The story said:
Clay, who asked the camnission to call him Muhammad
Ali, the name he uses as a member of the Black Muslim
racist sect, made his position clear from the outset,
saying, "I'm not here to make a showdown plea or apologize,
the way the press said I would.
"I came here because certain people advised me and
certain people would be hurt financially over what I said
and you people, the commissioners, were put on the spot
before your Governor and other authorities. If I've got
any apologizing to do, I'll do it to Govermment officials,
draft boards and others”. . . .When Clay and Cammissioner
Robichaux began yelling at each other, a recess was called
until "a later date."d
The Times said in the same story that the confrontation was a
wild meeting at which Clay appeared far fraom contrite," and that the
Illinois attorney general had issued an opinion that the fight could not
be legally held under Section 12 of the Illinois Exhibition Act, which

stated that no boxing match could be conducted by a corporation with
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lgss than 50 members. (The attomey general said the Ali-Terrell pro-
notlmhadthenm\esofoﬂy two members.) The rule had never been
invoked before.?? The commission later voted 2-1 to withhold sanction
for the'fight, prampting Radzienda to say, "I've been fighting over’
a week for the U.S. Constitution, and I've lost."100

In the interim, the fight was banned in Pennsylvania, shifted to
Louisville and bannéd in Louisville. Lipsyte wrote:

Iommlle, apparently bowing to’the pressure of

”etem* GTMPS., ﬂ'!atcl’ﬁdback tlgwlmmt lthad L
laid out two aays ago. e Yt

tCJ,a & mpatrmuc xeua;ksalmos;befomﬂzelr
gﬁ ccgljniss make tinid offers of welcome.
{Mpst gbservers] think that a snowballing fear of
boycotts, ill-will and disorder is driving many states,
.which othexwise \apuld welcame the financial and publicity
“windfall ofarfaior sportmgevent, toavo:.dtﬁécontro—
versial mtch. .
Promoters trledtoschedulethebouthanada butbbntreal
and, Verdun rejected J.t. , ) )
!mronto was the next "port of call ﬁor the travelmg—
circus title bwt”loz—-and finally offered a site, ~And Harold E.
Ballaxd, e:mxuvempres:dmtamipartmrofMapleIeafGardms,
where the fight was to be held, sajd:

I don't condone what he [Ali] said. I don't even know
what he said and I certainly wouldn't want anyone making

detr:.mmtalmggmgkput country. But this man is the
vyweight champion, andzwanthmaslcngashecmes'
mhereaxﬂactspmperly1°3 )
For a brief instant, politics gave way to boxing.
'Heclosed—c:.mu;.ttelecastofthebmttoﬂ)ellmtedsmtes,y

was in jeopardy because a "significant n " of theaters had bowed
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to pressure frcxnvete.rans' groups and canceled their television con-
tracts.104 as Ali promoted the fight ("If fans want to see me beat,
they cught to start making reservations for Toronto"l0%), the California
Athletic Commission urged its pramwters not to telecast the bout, "citing
Terrell's 'apparent' underworld comnections' and Clay's'extremely un-
patriotic and selfish statements' and the fight's control by a 'self-
contained Muslim organization, 1n106 -

« In fact, 40 percent of Main Bout, Inc., stock was held by.
Michael Malitz and Rokert A, poth vhite; .10 percent was beld B
actor Jim Brown, a black: and 50.pexcept was beld.by John Ali,.the
national secretary of the Black Muslims, andHerbe.rtMmamad 19'1

"The feeling among Malitz, Brown and Arum is that protests
against the fight are based less ypom.Clay's anti-Administration
statements than on racial prejudice,” Lipsyte wrote. 108

: Not to be outdone by California, theMassaclmsettsBom.rgCan-
mission also urged a ban on the showipg of the m,.lo/

- Not to be outdone by California or Massachusetts, Terrell .
decided that he, too, would boycott the bout. Citing a contract
dispute, he withdrew. from the Maxch 29 bout on March 10.110

Torxes Bpeculatﬁd that\‘IErrell pulled oyt for one of three .
to jail, giv:.ng Ibrrg}l *be consplidated haavywe;ght. title; Terrell.
would fight and win, h:;wadwthaveablgpaydaylll

. Whateyer the reason, with Terrell gome, anewomonmthadto
be found—-and George Chuvalo, a white Toronto native and the 10th-ranked
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heavyweight contender, was selected.112
The W.B.A. immediately withheld sanction of the bout—by a
wanimous vote--saying Chuvalo was an unsuitable opponent for a1i 113
It dropped Ali as the top title contender, replacing him with Zora
Folley.ll4
Moreover, a radio advertiser's boycott of Ali ultimately led
to cancellation of the radio broadcast of the fight.115 Boston,
Miami Beach and San Antonio joined the closed-circuit boycott. (The
fight was banned in Boston because of "Clay's unpatriotic attitude"
and in Miami Beach because, according to Mayor Elliott Roosevelt,
the Black Muslims had "stated in their houses of worship, before God
and the world, that they are dedicated to the destruction of white
people and domination of the worlc’t.“ll6 If such was the case, one
had to wonder what George Chuvalo was thinking. The San Antonio tele-
cast was being rejected for its apparent political overtones.)
The closed-circuit telecast, seen by only 7,500 paying customers,
took in an estimated $125,000, far below the projected $3 million.117
Mearwhile, Ali's draft board rejected "the religious grounds
of his Muslim beliefs as a basis for a change in [his] draft status",:L18
but Ali, after the furor caused by his remarks when he was reclassified
to 1-A, wisely said, "I ain't talking about nothin' but fightin. w119

Ali's appeal was based soklyon his religion, and not on conscientious-

objector status or on dependency (he had stated that he was the sole

support of his mother and faced alimony payments to Sonji Roi of

$177,000) . 140
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With the title bout loaming, Billy Conn, the heavyweight who
almost defeated Joe Louis, "urged the American public to boycott Cassius
Clay's fights because of Clay's remarks about the war in Vietnam. 'I
think that any American who pays to see him fight after what he has
said recently should be ashamed. He is a disgrace to the boxing pro-
fession, ' Conn said, "1l

In Conn's view, anyone who watched Ali fight was as tainted
as Conn thought Ali was. And boxing, never a pristine profession,
seemed to have reached an all-time low--at least in Conn's view~-in
the clutches of the "unpatriotic" Ali.

But if Conn had no campassion for Ali, the heavyweight champion's
opponent, Chuvalo, did. In a Lipsyte story headlined "Title Fight
Buildup Is Just a Charade,"” the Canadian challenger said, with un-
canny foresight:

I can feel compassion for Clay. Sametimes I think

he says things he doesn't quite mean, like some of those
things about Vietnam and about the Black lims. But
then again, who is to say he isn't right?

In the same article, Lipsyte wrote:

People feel a little sorry for Clay here. . . .they feel
he is a "dead man" with no future. If he loses, he will be
ridiculed; if he wins, what good is his title with a pos-~
sible Army hitch or worse coming up? Many Canadians are
frightened that American policy in Vietnam will drag them
into a war, they think that those who speak against the
war, as Clay did, are being persecuted.

"The Americans are envious," said a young Dutchman,
visiting Clay, "because you speak the truth.”

"Let other people defend mg" said Clay, waving to the
Dutchman, “because to defend myself would be cheapening."

The Canadians~-who seemed to be quite correct in assuming

that Americans, at least famous American boxers, who spoke out against
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thewar, muldbepersecm:ed—-wexe synpathet:.c to Ali's predicament.
A‘rmu stouybycexaldzskanazithadayofthefightgave
thlsasmtwm\

Fortheﬂrsttimasctmpim,c:layismafrimdly
ciq'.. L]

But'lbxmtolsstlllmttnteandClaysaldmthbltter—
nesss.

'Imsnmwtoflomsvﬂle,nyknretom,thetmn
I browht an Olympic godd medal ¢o. T was run out of ny
country. Why can't the American people judge me on the
‘same scale they judge everyone else?" . .

There is a certain smugness and sophistication among
the people who hawe any opindon at all. They say there
was a certain naivet€—and even poor sportsmanship—in .
the United States: fiar hot holding thaifightehdmel A2« o .

ment of the fight, the Black Muslims-—and Ali:

The fight isn't worth 30 cents. If pranoters
were smart—-which they cbviously aren't--they would
- Reep. the iop-saking umchiings  in operation a¢:the erst-
vmlle}nc)oeyamxa(vmereﬂueflghtmbemgheld)

Jt would reduce theadox .’

MmalpzvssumcarewkmClay,aBlachxslm,
'lmccmbedtohlsccngenltalteuhr:ymzdfoot—m-
mouth disease.

"I dop't have no quarpel: with them Vietcongs," he :
xespmdedwl'mtoldhlslmnmlledraftboazdmsre-
affmntinganatim
: Mot even tha Illinois Boxing Comuission, which can o
stmacha.lnoetanytlung could then swallow and indigestible
er bout that had alveady beer chased from New. . -
York.

-~ Thix malishly dnsistent . closed~cirocuit TV entrepreneurs
cantavo;.dgomgt:othecleane.rsandneithercan(:lay
- Itis .his fault eaktireky. -

Wiﬂmhisvastparmlchann,hecouldhavebemﬂ)e
post popalar of all:chéimplons. ' But he wttachsd himself -
to a hate organization, the Black Muslims, and antagonized
- evaryohe with hiitbbesting and disdain ifor the dacency of
even a low-grade patriotism, Clayhasspoxledaxmltl—-
 million-dollar propeevy. “He may. yet Susteoy $ti: .~

bbtanlckleslnuldbecontnhmedtotheooffers
of Clay, the Blavk NMBIDws<or-primotars who jaomsd this

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



63

v g e

down so many throats. A boycott is urged as the one ef-
fect:.vewayofstwi_ngnesenmmtataprodwtzmthat

thurbé its nose at fhe

Yanked fxém’ = mmshine (covering baseball spring
tra.initg) and asserbled here is the flower of Américan
utetat;re& Tea¥] each asking the other, "Isthis

Daley's',yga:rur)g‘ for the return ofthe "old" A}i, the merry
prankster who could have been "the most popular of allA chénpims,"
mamﬁgminm@m. So was his tendency to talk
about the "odor” of most of Ali's £ights. But the'/Boyeott was new,
perhiips pitkad up during' the ronth’s: sarlier dehsHli By abwost bbery
self-stylad patriot and patrictic growp. 1Hs ohly question appeared
to be: myd.mbaleyrﬂnselfvmtuxewsuchanolfacterydlspleaswe?

Lipsyte w::t)te, ﬂie same chy,’ "In a natch nade possLble by
greed, hypocrisyanddaspmrat:m CasﬁmClayvdll&ﬁmdhls
champicnship against George Chvalo. Hardly anydxe is holding his
preath.s125 ,

o Bothpmditsnd.ssedthemzk 'ma’l‘ieudlnaemtheflght
read, *Clay Outpo:i:nts Chuvalo in Bruising, No-lhbchimm 15-mmde.r
m‘Ibramtb mleasecmdheadlmeonthesanepageread "Fans
Who Attentied ‘theater TV of Fight Get Money’s Worth."12¢ chuvalo, who
had never besn stoppéd ‘o floored in 48 bouts, made a fight of it.
Butfenwatéavareof:i{tattletm, sixiée”ﬂ:ezevasntevman
American raaio bmadaait ot the fight: m of EMprincipal net-
works' iy e tnited’ ‘Seaths woula risk antagmiziﬂg the majou:'lty of
leerl.canﬂghtfans beliwaﬂtobecobl towkrd the bout. 347

‘ E\mmmywasﬂ@esxdw:ﬂzmi'sabﬂiwmmm
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low blow:

With the referee assuming the role of the innocent
bystander, George Chuvalo pounded Cassius Clay fram knee-
cap to skullcap. . . .But he didn't hit him often enough
or effectively enough to take away the world heavyweight
championship, even though he lasted the Derby distance
of 15 rounds. ,

Clay got what he deserved, a clear—cut victory over
a most stubborn foe who neither knows nor cares where
foul territory is located.l28 '

Also impressed with Ali, but for a different reason, was

Jerry Izenberg, who covered the fight for the Newark Star Ledger.

Izenberg encountered Ali in a Toronto gym, just before the fight,
and recorded what Ali said about the controversy:

"T ain't afraid," he said. "I ain't afraid. I
trust in Allah. They could pour boilin' oil on my
feet. They could march me out to a firin' squad. If
your want to be great, if you want to be wise, then you
got to get readdy to suffer. Look what they done to
sweet baby Jesus."

I do not care to examine. . .the specific eschatology
of the Muslims. . . .I do not even care about the inner
workings of his mind on the day this is being written. . . .
I do know this. I do know that when he said it, he meant
it. I do know that meaning it was supposed to be his
right if the Constitution we liwve under has any truth to
it. I do know that there are a lot of people who believe
in law by popularity. I didn't know this last, that day
in Toronto.l29

Izenberg, impressed by what he considered to be Ali's sincerity,
chided his fellow sportswriters:

[Many] had picked up on Ali's impending case. .
and were disseminating a mass of misinformation about
him and the Muslims. Their biggest gripe seemed to be. . .
the fact that they would continue to call him Cassius Clay,
apparently in defense of same principle which only they
knew. . . .

Much--but not all--of the flower and fauma of American
sports journalism had decided to turn their erudition loose
on a name many of them misspelled. I heard more than a few
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remark: "I don't give a shit what he says, I still call

him Cassius," as though they had just delivered the Gettys-

burg Address.
. . .Nowhere could I find middle ground. His enemies

at the typewriter took to describing his as a coward, a

devil incarnate, a racial thug, and a very bad boxer. His
allies, in the main, began to insist that he was a philoso-
pher of great import. They condoned--no, better say“palpitated
over"--his every word and every act. Neither side--with a
very few exceptions—appeared to be relevant.l30

If the writers covering Ali could not collectively make up
their minds on what he really represented, they were no better at pre-
judging the quality of his opponents, for "after weeks of calling the
fight a mismatch, the local press ecstatically proclaimed Chuvalo's
courage and abil:i.ty."l3l

The Chuvalo bout would be shown on television at the end of
that week.132 Ali's next fights would be against Henry Cooper--and
the draft.

The Cooper fight, set for May 21, 1966, in London, was the
first of three European bouts arranged by Main Bout, Inc., for Ali
was, in Torres' words, "too hot to handle in America- w133

Meanwhile, Ali's appeal of his 1-A draft classification on
the grounds of financial hardship--stemming from his claim that most
of his money was tied up in litigation and back alimony--and con-
scientious cbjection to military service was turned down by his
Louisville draft board.134 In the story on the board's decision,
Sherman, the chairman of the Louisville board, "said the local board
rejected Clay's conscientious objector appeal after he [Sherman])

'looked up a little Muslim law.'"132
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The article continued:

"The Muslim code says the Muslims should obey the law
of the land in which they reside," [Sherman said]. "Now,
this [the draft law] is the law of the land.

"Another thing, the Muslims have their own military
force. I don't see how they could say they are not militaristic
when they have a military force of their own.

Sherman said Clay "may have been more elaborate" in his
appeal (which was pending with the Western Judicial Circuit
Appeal Board.) "I'm sure he pulled out all of the stops there."

A Selective Service spokesman said same Muslims have
been deferred as conscientious objectors, but others are
serving in the Armed Forces.l36

In a May 13, 1966 story headlined "Rule Covers All," the Times
took a further look at conscientious objectors--and the Muslims:

If Cassius Clay is classified as a conscientious cbjector
by the Kentucky Selective Service appeals board, it won't
be because he is a Black Muslim, according to draft officials
[in Washington, D.C.].

"He will have to prove that he is opposed to military
service because of his personal religious belief and not
those of the sect," a spokesman for the Selective Service
national headquarters said.

But this applies to anybody who wants a conscientious
objector deferment, Black Muslim or not.

It is not clear on what grounds the Black Muslim sect
itself opposes military service, or even if it does. One
govermment source said that the Black Muslims objected
to obeying any regulations set by the "white man's govern-
ment" and thus refuse to serve in the armed services.

But Elijah Muhammad, the 69-year-old leader of the
sect, was reported a few years ago to have said, "We
carry no arms."

It was pointed out that Cassius would have to make
a good case for himself if he wanted a deferment.

To get a 1-A-O, he would have to prove that "by
reason of religious training and belief," he is "con~-
scientiously opposed to combatant training and service
in the Armed Forces."

To get a l—O, he must be "conscientiously opposed to
participation in war in any form,"137

The article went on to say that religious groups that objected

to military service usually sent a statement of their beliefs to the
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National Service Board, and added that "a spokesman for Selective Sexrvice
said that the Black Muslims had not submitted any such statement."138

But Ali, when he filed initially as a conscientious objector,
said that as a minister in the Nation of Islam, "to bear arms or kill
is against my religion. And I conscientiously object to any combat
military service that involves participation in any war in which the
lives of human beings are being taken."139

His troubles with the draft also posed same minor problems for
Ali in London. Scheduled to meet with Prime Minister Wilson, the
meeting was suddenly canceled when it was announced:

Clay was appealing to his draft board for reclassifi-
cation as a conscientious objector, a move that a spokes-
man for the American Embassy termed "samewhat disparaging
when we are trying to present the image of a nation unified."

The Embassy is taking no notice of Ali in London because
his presence touches upon two of the image-makers' most
sensitive areas~~racial relations and Vietnam.

Mobbed wherever he goes, Ali made the public relations
coup of the year by praising Cooper's fitness and left hook
as soon as he arrived at London Airport.140

Ali again beat his own drum for the fight but more philosophi-

cally:

Everyone on the street has an opinion. They gonna
pay to see themselves right, gonna pay to see this
fellow, Ali, beaten because I'm free, I say what I want,
go where I want, don't have to kiss no one's feet to stay
where I am, and people don't like that.

Onliest thing I don't like is when the press make the
people around me say I'm dumb, that I have to be conned
into flying in airplanes, that I can't have but $2 at a
time 'cause I'd give it all away. I know a pound is worth
$2.80.141

Lipsyte, in Sportstlorld, wrote that Ali was "a superb guest. . .
he was constantly thanking 'you Lords and you common market everyday

people’ for inviting him, and he praised British heavyweights so
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earnestly that people forgot that the term 'British heavyweight' is

generally derisive in box;i_r'xc_;."l‘l2

And the British, for their part, were receptive to Ali, as
Lipsyte wrote on May 20, 1966, "Clay Thanks Britain and Praises U.S!':

The feeling began to grow that yet another character

in the complex development of Cassius Clay was emerging. . . .
The British have helped, receiving him with a fairness

in the press and a genuine warmth in the_street that he

has rarely enjoyed in the United States.l43

If the British press had been kind to Ali (and the African and
Eastern press had been "almost visceral"44 in their adulation of the
champion), the American press had been, in his own estimation, brutal:

"The American press keeps me in shape," [Ali] said, "because
if they do this to me now, when I'm world champlon, I know
how devilish they're goma be if I lose. . . .

"The world wants to know how can this man continue
against the propaganda machines of the most powerfullest
Government in the world; how can this man continue when

even govermments fall under the press.
"Why doesn't the American press write that Russian fighters

are copying m]\f style? That my fight will be seen in Mecca?
Add that up."

Daley, in a May 20, 1966, colum, "A Pigeon for C].ay,"l‘l6 added

up Ali's skills and concluded:

"Cassius has became bigger, stronger and better. . .he
still thinks he's the greatest, however, he doesn't adver-
tise it so blatantly. He also has traded in his name of
Cassius to the Black Muslims for the moniker of Muhammad

Ali."147
Ali went into the Cooper fight as a 6-1 choice to retain his
title,l47 and won in the sixth round after opening up scar tissue over

Cooper's eye.148

Lipsyte's story said, "Cassius Clay allowed Henry Cooper five
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mmdsfcu:goodbehavier then, feigning anger, broke open the vulnerable
scar tiuue over thaﬂribm's left eye. n149

But the story added that Ali, who bad been vilified for his
involvement with the so-called viblent and hate-filled Black Muslims,

} wasdistm‘bedlyﬂnsigm:ofblood
? "Idldntmittoaﬂlﬂeﬂat, Cassius Clay said. . . ."I
f don't like doing this to anybody. It's against my religion.
~ It's against my feelings. ‘
. "I don't mind admitting I was a bit distuxbed by all that
blood. I didn't really want the violence to continue, I
don't really likelmrtmgaxm It's against my religion, - -
as I said." -
Lt v B 12,. IS B0 )*
Ahpsyteshozyﬂaemxtday, "AHamClaySaysHeHahedto
See Title Fight End in Such aantalWay *151 gaig Ali “adm.tted that
the 'mghtofbloodmallyscamsme,'”butaddedthattheboxer,who
obviously felt camfortable in London, "was bright-eyed and relaxed,
with laughter tugging at the corners of his full muth"ashéhelda
genial hotel news conference about 16 hoursafter Britain's first
heavyweight chatrpxmsh:.p fight since 1908ha.dmdedmuglums. .« oo
[Cooper's] facelookedastl'nughlthads\ashedtlmmamrdshleld
Llpsytea':dedtheartlclemv_duchhecalledAhClay,by
saying, "The chan, who pmfm:'s to be called Muhammad Ali, lauded
British pramoters."
Daley, macolumthesameday, ”AnEasyPayday gave Ali
sanegrudgmg praise, whlle questioning his ability:
‘he chances axe that more people watched Cassius
Clay in action lsst Sstardey than witnessed all the
other fights he waged: in his carcer (the: fight was tele-

vised). It was not his most impressive performance.
He toped with Henry Cooper, much in the fashion of a

natadormkmgpassesataﬂouﬂeringbull
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When Cassius considered that the time had come for
the kill, the sixth round, he made it in a stabbing
thrust--like a sword plunging home. Blood spurted. The
bout ended. He received no ear, the normal reward for
spectualar achievement in any self-respecting bull ring.
This was too commonplace and ordinary a job for such
acclaim.

Yet, there was no clean knockout. The more often a
guy watches Clay in action, the more suspicious he becomes
of the one-punch dispatch of Sonny Liston, no model of
rectitude, in their strange what-was-it fight in Lewiston,
Maine.152

Lipsyte later wrote in SportsWorld that by leaving the United
States, "Ali also enhanced his celebrity among Americans," and added
that his bouts, shown on ABC television, allowed both Ali and Howard
Cosell to do both" 'controversial' and chatty interview(s) that showed
off both men at their bantering best. . . .A lawyer, Cosell became
Ali's public adwocate for civil rights. . . 153
Cosell tried to present Ali to the American public as a decent
human being. Just before the Cooper bout, ABC carried a half-hour
segment on Ali, wandering through London in a top hat, tails and a
striped diplomat's trousers and being surrounded on the streets by
admiring fans. The show was thoroughly camplimentary to Ali--but, just
as it was getting under way, Jimmie Ellis, who was fighting the final
preliminary bout, knocked out his opponent in the first round. With
Ali's fight against Cooper ready to start immediately. Cossel ran back
to Ali's dressing room:
I Kosell] said, "Muhammad, remember the great footage
we shot of you walking around London--the way the pecple
here feel about you-—-how much you want the people in the
United States to see this now, with all your troubles?"

He nodded. I said, "It's on the air right now. Just
started. We won't be able to show it if you go out there
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now. 'meyreqomgtobecam.ngmforyouanysecond
Ifyougom&thantlm:e's;mtmmywe'llgetthe
whole ghow on. It's critical.”

He was thinking 1t over when they knocked on the
door. ABritishruqofficialstxchsheadmtm
doorway: "Aw right. It's time to go."

Instantly Ali was on his feet, shadowboxing. "How
much time you 1iééd?" he asked me in a whisper. I told
hnnlSm:muteswulddoit.

He started '.’mgammdtheman,bobbingard
weaving. “I won't be out for eighteen minutes,” he

annourced. “Nobodytellstheclmrpwkmtogo."lﬁ

AlitraveledtoEgyp%aftertheOooperbout. In a story from
Cairo, "Clay Tells Cairo Fans Hé Hopes to Beat Draft,” with the deck
"Champicn Insists He'll Chey Lide} tegpiilt’ Fenfici® silfh quoted
Ali: "My main concern is to go back to the States and try to beat

the draft."®5 'In the same article, Ali said he would "respect the
laws of my country® and added, "We'll see what happens when I get
there."” The article, which referred to him as Cassius Clay throughout,
said that when an Egyptian reporter addressed him as Mr. Clay, Ali
"looked down at him and replied, 'Please don't call me Clay, say
Muharad A14)"

Ali, hailed by the Higher Council for Islamic Affairs as a
"Moslem hero"1%® (and completing the cycle from Muslim to Moslem hero),
returned to the United States and immediately denied saying he would
try to beat the draft, adding, "I didn't say anything like that. That's
just some made angry reporter trying to get samething started'."157

The story said that, when asked "about his patrioctiam [Clay]
said it whin't 'a tough qhéstion' and would not reply to it for féar
of being mismnderstood. . . .He said he wa# received by thousands of
persons abroad, but he had no camplaints about his treatment in the
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United States. 'I'm treated good here--like a king,' he said."158
But, no matter how judicious his remarks, Ali still had to
go out of the country for bouts. With a fight already set for August
6, 1966, against England's Brian London in London, Ali also signed for
a September 10, 1966, bout with Karl Mildenberger, in Frankfurt, West
Gt:n:many.159
A Lipsyte story, commenting on Ali's European travels, noted:
When Clay finishes his walk-over tour of Europe and
wants to return to an American ring, he will need a
challenger the public thinks has a chance to beat him.
'I@ mani/68bservers that means a [Cleveland] Williams-Clay
fight.
Such was the state of heavyweight boxing in the United States
that Williams was making a cameback of sorts after being shot by a
Texas highway patrolman in 1964 (he still carried fragments of the .357
magnum slug in his body) .16l
Mearwhile, J. Allen Sherman, the head of Ali's draft board,
said that he was very upset "over the length of time it was taking for
a final ruling" on Ali's draft status.162 sherman said the appeals
board had rejected Ali's request to be deferred as a conscientious
objector and added that the case had been sent to the U.S. Justice
Department in May (the article appeared in July). "I don't understand
this delay and I don't like it," Sherman was quoted as sayJ'.ng.]'63
If the Justice Department was not willing to speak out, Elijah
Muharmad was. After a rare interview with Elijah Muhammad, Lipsyte,
in a July 24, 1966,article "Elijah Speaks of Clay, Boxing and Black

Muslims," 164 ypote:
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The spiritual relationship between Cassius Clay and
Elijah Muhammad is a strange and subtle force that has
been shaping two mutually contemptuous minority interests:
Black Muslims and boxing.

To boxing businessmen, the Muslims represent a financial
threat in their growing control over the heavyweight champion-
ship. . . .To the Muslims, boxing is a "wicked and crooked"
business whose only true value is the public exposure that
Clay, known as Muhammad Ali, gives to the words of its
69-year-old leader, Elijah Muhammad.

"We are not trying to be permanent people in the
fistical world," said Elijah Muhammad. "We know its a
crooked business and Muhammad will not get justice out
of it, even with my son and secretary in it. And we
cannot prevent agreement with the white man when he holds
the upper hand."

Elijah has becave a kind of surrogate father to the
often-troubled 24-year-old champion. Ali, who speaks of
Elijah with great reverence, once called him a "little meek
man with more wisdom in his pinky finger than we all got
in our heads.”

According to Elijah, Ali became at least a Muslim
sympathizer some three years before he won the title from
Sonny Liston early in 1963. But it was not until the day
after the first Liston fight that Clay announced his mem~
bership in the Nation of Islam. Elijah would not say why
Clay waited. Later that year, Elijah conferred the name
Muhammad Ali upon Cassius X.

Now, both teacher (Elijah) and student (Ali) contend
that Ali's recent inability to book a fight in this country
was because the white man "hates the good and hates the truth,
especially when it cames from a black man who has found Islam."

The trouble for Clay started with the announced formation
of Main Bout, Inc., and rolled into high gear when the
fighter said he had "no quarrel with the Vietcong" and didn't
want to serve in the Army. Although Elijah said he did not
directly counsel Ali to say this, he was in full agreement.
The leader was jailed for draft evasion during World War II.

Elijah further contended that the opposition to Main
Bout, Inc., was based on the white man's refusal to allow
"the black man to do anything to better himself. . . ."

"It is not so much Muhammad whipping people that
attracts people," [Elijah said], "but the clean life he
leads and the clean language he uses. He is a spiritual
speaker. He is full of it himself, and the Muslems love
him throughout the world.'

{But Elijah added] "America hates the boy and don't
give him any chance for his championship to be respected
and admired. They single him out and speak evil of him
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without cause, and drive him out of the country. But in

eyes.of the world, when he wins it makes him the real
‘.-ﬁxinghsis,Wnatmthecha@m,wlﬂltheabilityby
nature to win such titles in sports.”

Elijah does not deny that the Muslim treaswry is a
major beneficiary of Ali's ring earnings, which will in-
crease when the Louisville grouwp loses its percentage
(in October, 1966). But he denies that the Muslims are in

any way dependent upon Ali financially.165 -

Lipsyte had com® away fram the interview impressed with the
shrewdness and conviction of the Muslims.166 "Muslims,® he later wrote,
"did not go into the Ammy; Elljahhmselfhadbeenjalleddmmgmrld
War II,"167 o

But cne question remaing. Ali had first armounced that he was
a Muslim on February 25, 1964, when he won the title from Somny Liston.
Since that time, there had been a great hue and cxry (muxch of it either
_ermm;sormisdixected) aga:mttheunlmaandp.h. Since the best
place to derive information is usually at the source, the obvious
question is: Why did the Times take a year and aM&lfto finally talk
with Elijah Mohammad?

Shead echoed Lipsyte's sentiments about the Muslims' shrewdness:

Whatever their arigins, the Muslims that Ali joined

saw themselves as an elite and rathe conservative corps,
cﬂaﬂat.dhoattractoma‘mtidmﬂminhism
tamperavent.” '." .this was no swinging black power
organizatimtlatmwasjoinmg but samething closer to
a masonic lodge~~at least at the summit: ﬂ\hxgsgot
lower down. Its motto, like Cal v:uu.a\'s,
be "Allah helps thoee who help themselves."d

Discussing the draft and a possible deal for Ali to "waltz.

through his serviocs, fighténg exhibitions like Joe Louis and being

a hawk byvi:mlicatim,"lsg Sheed wrote, "If a deal was offered, it was
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not accepted. Elijah had sweated out World War II in jail for en-
couraging conscientious cbjection, and his disciple would do no lessy?}70

The sincerity of the Muslim's beliefs on conscientious objection
to war had been held uwp to much scrutiny. But an in-depth look at the
founding father of the sect would show that he conceived of the sect
while himself in jail for draft evasion.

> Not averse to fighting in the ring (if no copious quantities
of blood were involved), Ali,a 10-1 favori® over Brian London,’! knocked
out the challenger in-the third vound.l72' paley said, "It wwahy?
as hreaking a staie crumpet. . . letCassmsdxdhispartOﬂa-
wise this would have been the all-Britdin and intercontinental stinker."173

Ali said to London after the bout, "I've been saying a prayer
that you weren't hurt. ‘You're a family man and you've got children and
everym,-ln

The next day, despitehisdistaste for London, Daley's colum,
“The Unanswered Question,” had uncharacteristic praise for Ali:

London was a bad bum, ludicrously outclassed by a

man who had everything while he himself had nothing more

. to offer than the scowl on his battered, unhandscme face.
- How good is {Clay], though? He may even be as great

as he thinks he is. The bout with Iondon proved little,
unless it supplied a slight glimpee into the future.l?S

In a more immediate action, Ali hired Hayden Covington, a New
York draft lawyer, who, d‘rmgmndm IT, "handled hndreds of
casesfq;qg&ersofﬁiemmm."us Covingttn's firstr
move was hohavne Alin& a deferment as a Black Muslim minister, a

Y
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obligation.lT] Covington said the move for a 4-D (ministerial) deferment
should have been made in the first place by Ali, instead of his becoming

embroiled in "a controversy over an appeal based on a claim that he was

a conscientious objector. w178

So Ali, in his role as a minister, appeared at a special hearing
in Louisville on his request for a 4-D deferment. The story said that
Ali, who appeared at the session presided over by a special judge appointed
by the Justice Department, carrying "a copy of the Koran under one arm,”
said he had "been a Muslim minister for two years and has been traveling
around the country 'preaching and converting people.’ nl79  Ali [referred
to as Clay] "contended that 90 percent of his time was taken up now with
religious work. 'It's becoming my whole life. I only devote a little
time each day to my fighting. 1n180

Meanwhile, the chairman of the House Armed Services Committee
was trying to thwart Ali's bid for a deferment. Under the headline "Rivers
May Seek Change in Draft," with the deck "To Act if Clay Is Deferred,
Carolinian Tells V.F.W.," the August 26, 1966 story said:

The chairman of the House Armed Services Cammittee

threatened to seek a tighter draft law if Cassius Clay. . .
got a deferment as a Moslem [sic] minister.

Representative L. Mendel Rivers, Democrat of South
Carolina, told cheering delegates at the Veterans of
Foreign Wars convention [in New York City] that his com-
mittee would undertake a "thorough overhaul" of the reli-
gious deferment section of the draft law if the Louisville
draft board approved Mr. Clay's appeal. Mr. Clay is a Negro.

"Listen to this," Mr. Rivers cried, "if that great
theologian of Black Muslim power, Cassius Clay, is deferred,
you watch what happens in Washington.

"'We are going to do something if that board takes your
boy and leaves him [Mr. Clay]. home to double talk."

" [Rivers] also received cheers when he "assailed"Stokely
Carmichael, chairman of the Student Nonviolent Coordinating
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Camittee, who was deferred as a conscientious objector
and W said, "Negroes who fought in Vietnam were black
mercenaries. *181
Presumably, if Ali had been a white theologian applying for a
religious defemment in a "respectable" religion, Rivers might have been
more obliging.
Even the Times law section commented, in a more subdued fasion.
An article headlined “Minister Cassius," August 28, 1966, said:
Cassius Marcellus Clay, or Muhammad Ali as the world
heavyweight champion prefers to be called, has always =~
been a man of many parts.
As a pugiliist-amd powt and-pebllicm, Mr. Clay' alWayi
added a new rol
™ qualify for a 4-Dde!enmt under Selective Service
law as a "minister of religion,” Mr. Clay must prove that
he "preaches and teaches the principles of religion," not
merely "irregularly or incidentally," but “as his r.egu.Lar
and customary vocation.”
" The Governmment has had difficulty in the past applying
‘ tlushomligiousaro\pswmeemrbmazenﬂistmgui&nble
© from the clexyy. 18
'me'rimescltedalSSOcase :anluchtheJethah'sztnesses
wanted all their members to qualify for a ministerial position—and a
4~-D deferment. 'megovermmtfo@xtﬁlemtnessee' contention and
won. Thereafter, the Witnesses agreed that "only certain religious
leaders would claim ministerial deferments.” The article concluded:
“Thus the odds are heavy against Mr. Clay becoming a U.S. certified
pxeache.r."m3
ButAliaomhadtotumfranthedr&&totheri_ng, although
Daley believed his bout with Karl Mildenberger would require little
effort:

It's inconceivable that the champion should fail to
retain his title even though he has pointedly tried to
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stimulate the gate by announcing to any gullible German
who would listen that he twice was beaten by left-handers.
The southpaw swinger, Mildenberger, wouldn't have the
skill to do it if he were a switch hitter.l

Ali's reason for the hype: money. "I've made five-million
dollars in the ring, but 75 percent of it has gone to taxes," he said
before the Mildenberger bout, for which he would earn $150,000. "I'm
the hardest working champion since Joe Louis."185

He was correct. The Mildenberger bout would be his fourth

title defense in 1966, and his sixth since winning the title in 1964.186

Ali, a 10~1 1‘:'avorit:e,l87 knocked out Mildenberger in the 12th

round. But the fight was not one of his better ones, as the Times' Fred

Tupper reported:

It was Clay's fight all the way, but he dogged it for
long periods, apparently to sharpen his weapons. . . .

Periodically, with the beetle-browed German writhing
under punches, Clay would dart off and survey his handi-
work, ap;farently not interested in inflicting any more
carnage.188

Ali said that only Liston and Chuvalo gave him harder fights
than did Mildenberger, but when asked if he had trouble with the Ger-
man's left-handed style, he replied, "Did it look as though I did."189

Daley, in a colum headlined "A Bull Exhibition," was, as
usual, unimpressed:

It seemed that Cassius fooled around and wasted time.
Of course, he eventually got the job done, but this
definitely was not one of his better exhibitions.

[Daley then discussed some new heavyweights, including
Joe Frazier, who would serve as more worthy opponents for -
Ali, ]

But the future of Cassius is clouded by his draft status
anyway. The troubled Clay won few friends or new admirers,
thou h() by a second-rate performance against a second-rate
foe.
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The Mildenberger fight marked the end of Ali's European tour.
He had eliminated the top European contenders. Lipsyte speculated
that "the forces that had kept Ali fram fighting in America allowed
him back” because “perhaps they felt he was gaining too positive an
image abroad; perhaps they didn't want to risk his running away fram
an imminent showdown with Selective Service."!!

Ali signed for his fifth title defense of the year against
Cleveland Williams in Houston's Astrodame. The fight would be his
first defense in the United States since he had becime ambrofied in
the controversy over his draft status earlier in the year.192

But news of the fight, which would leave Ali just two short of
Joe Iouis' seven title defenses (in 1941 during his "Bum of the Month
Club” tour) ,193 was not entlms:tastically received by members of the
Miami Beach City Council. It voted to refuse a pemmit for the closed-
circuitteIGVisimtzoa&:astofﬂlgboutafterﬂehroachastmast
had been approved by the Miami Beach Convention Hall Advisory Board,
the auditorium manager and the city manager. Oo\mcilnanual Richard
said he ‘hadarighttoreswtchy'srerSaltoserveintheAmy
with the claim he's a Black m:sllm minister" and addad "the Black Mus-
1:imsarenocredittothlscomt:y n194 Richard ‘argued that the council
had a right to deny use of a public facility for an event that would
“financially aid Clay and the' Blac;k Musl:urs »195

Part-of Ric!ﬁrd"slre may have stermed from the fact that Ali
had left the Louisville syndicate and that the Mus] ims--specifically
Hexbért Muhammad, Elijah's son, and John AlJ., the national secretary--
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had taken over his business affairs.196

A Steve Cady story about the Wiliams bout mentioned Ali's new
affiliation with the Muslims--"Clay, fighting for the first time under
the exclusive control of the Black Muslims, will get 50 percent of the
live gate"197—-but the reference made the fighter seem like a zombie
in the "control" of a malevolent force.

Daley, in Houston to cover the bout, began his colum, "Deep
in the Heart of Texas," with his usual rejoinder about what Ali could
have been. But, instead of carrying on about the Muslims' terrible

influence on the fighter, Daley actually listened to what Ali had to
say:

When Cassius turns on his personality full blast,
the overwhelming attractiveness of the man engulfs every-
one within his scope. It makes a guy deeply regret that
Clay has elected to toss away such a gift by the other
side of his mixed up nature, his affiliation with the
Black Muslims and his rebellion against the Army draft.

He could have been the rost popular ever. Instead he
has incited considerable loathing.

He has even became a controversial switch-hitter, bright
and gay one moment and then a deeply brooding prisoner of
the Muslims the next. . . .

If he sounded vague, it's because there's no clarity
in his thinking. Yet the more he talked the more a
listener became convinced that there's a sincerity in
his belief. . . .

A Negro broadcaster interrupted to ask the champion
to drop by the studio for an interview. Cassius called
into the next room for pemmission fram the manager who
has succeeded the original but discarded group of spon-
soring Louisville millionaires. He is Herbert Muhammad,
son of Elijah Muhammad, the head of the Black Muslims.
Approval was granted.

"I do what Herbert tells me to do," said Cassius. "If
Herbert says the fight's off, I go hame. When he's talkin',
his father is talkin' and everyone obeys their boss."

It was a little frightening. It sounded almost sacri-
legious.
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"The older I get, the tireder I get," said Cassius. "The

only thing that saves me between trainin' for fights is my
religion. I don't go to no bars, I don't smoke, I don't
chase women. I only go to movies if they're decent and
moral. With ministerin' how can a man get into trouble?
My sacrifices and my life and my death are for thee,
Allah, tlle I.Ord."
It would be impossible to argue against such a philosophy
and yet an outsider, who is aware of the fact that the Muslim
novement also has less lofty principles, squirms in discomfort.198

While Daley could not be convinced about the sincerity of the
Muslims' principles, he was convinced about Ali's intelligence. The
day of the Williams fight, he wrote that "Cassius is smart-—-and never
mind what those Army tests show"1?9 and intimated that Williams was not
so smart.

Ali knocked out Williams in the third round,200 prampting Daley
to actually heap praise on himland to forget his association with the
Muslims) :

For the first time in his controversial career,

Cassius Clay looked like a tremendous fighter as he made
a punching bag of Cleveland Williams.

The Clay who fought tonight was a revelation. He hit
sharper and more accurately than ever before. He was a
rounded fighting man and there was no way this performance
could be faulted. For once he had everything.201

Cady's story on the bout lavished equal praise on Ali's ability,
saying, "Cleveland (Big Cat) Williams, the House Cat in tonight's
heavyweight fight, couldn't move and couldn't fight. He never had a
chance against the first-teasing, then pounding Ali Cat named Cassius
(Muhammad Ali) Clay.."202

But the best story may have been Lipsyte's. Headlined "Ali's

New Gimmick" (the first time the Times referred to the boxer by his
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new name in a headline), and with the deck "Champion's shuffle Con-
fuses Foe, Amuses Fans, Sets Up Another Bout," Lipsyte wrote:

The primary purpose [of the shuffle] was to spice Clay's
txau.m.goooc .

The second purpdse was the humiliation of Williams, the
kind of affable, accamodating Negro that Clay and the
Muslims hold in conteampt. Clay's Muslim “commercial® on
closed-cirucit telewvision after the fight—an ob\n.omly
prepared speech giving his religion credit for his victory—
was piped, without charge, into half-a-dozen Negro colleges,
" where the message 6f Clay superiority would reach the pre-
sumably most open minds in the black commmity.

Purpose No. 3 was pure showmanship. . . .

Purpose No. 4, really a corollary of 3, was to set

up the next fight. ot for
So Clay won . A the public la a
change xw:shmfﬂez"iﬂr;of:l‘lel:«ank 3

Ali's return to the United States had been triumphant. He had
entered the fight surrounded by a generally hostile public and press
and, quite litexallg, had left them laughing with the Ali (not Clay)

shuffle. Even his old critic Daley was obliged to accept him (though
not his new name). In a colum, "I}pceptance at Last," Daley wrote,
"No longer dogs Cagsius ask to be accla:medas the 'greatest.' He's
now ready to settle just for being good. He's good, all right. He's
awfully gaod.“204

- Ali, back in the good graces of press and public, announced
that Emnie Terrell would be his next opponent.205 And then the public
relations bukble burst. =

Headlined "Retention of 1-A Status for Clay Favored by Justice

Departmemt,” an article January 1, 1967, said the Justice Department,
after a aix-month revies, reconmmended that Ali not be reclassified as
a conscientious objector.2%6 The Louisville board would meet later in
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the week and, if one of the five-members cast a dissenting vote, the
case would go to the Presidential Appeals Board in Washington. In a
samewhat incongruous final paragrapb , the story said: "[Clay's] vigorous
protests of this action [reclassification] forced his bout with George
Chuvalo fram Chicago to Toronto and reduced Clay's prestige with many
fans. 207
The Louisville board unanimously rejected Ali's appeal as a
conscientious objecto::208 and the story, under a sub-headline, "A
Different Tune Sung," said, in part:
The 24-year-old fighter was twice classified 1-Y after
failing the Army aptitude tests.
He commented at that time, "I may not be very smart
but I got lots of common sense.”
Clay was singing a different tune after he learned of
his 1-A reclassification.
"I ain't got no quarrel with them Viet Cong," he said
when informed of his new status.209
The Louisville board also denied Ali's appeal for a deferment as
a Muslim minister, prompting his lawyer, Hayden Covington, to ask Gen.
Lewis B. Hershey, the National Selective Service Director (and Covington's
brother-in-law) , %1% and Everett Stephenson, the Kentucky Selective
Service director, to order the case reo1;>ene<ii.2]'l Covington, who said
he would carry Ali's case to the Supreme Court, if necessary, also said
he had "presented the Draft Board with 43 statements and 92 petitions,
signed by 3,810 Black Muslims, testifying that Clay was a full-time
minister. Clay maintains he preaches the Black Muslim gospel wherever
he goes."212
Hershey ordered the Louisville board to review its rejection

of Ali's ministerial deferment and, after a 45-minute session, the
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board again announced its rejection.213 The article on the rejection
said:

The board let it be known that it was a little upset
by Hershey's action.
"But what can you do when the general tells you to do
it?" said Mr. Dilley, a board member. "I was 40 years
old when World War II started and went down and enlisted.
I served 26 months in the Navy."214
Perhaps, given Mr. Dilley's sentiments, the board's decision
came as no surprise. Covington, who said Ali spent "90 percent of his
time as a minister and 10 percent training and fighting and that sort
of thing," added that he would appeal the case to the Kentucky Selective
Service Appeals Board and would seek a Federal Court injunction if the
appeal failed.2l5
A small article January 26, 1967, said Ali had donated $10,000
to the United Negro College Fund.?16 pBut his generosity was not matched

by Ring Magazine. After Ali's five title defenses the previous year,

Ring did not name him fighter of the year. Instead, it castigated him.
In his article "Clay Fails to Get Ring's Annual Award," Lipsyte
wrote:

"Ring Magazine," for the first time since 1933, has
refused to designate a fighter of the year. It pointed
out that "most emphatically is Cassius Clay of Louisville,
Ky., not to be held up as an example to the youngsters of
the United States."

The sport's leading periodical said, in its March issue,
that "strictly on the basis of achievement with his fists,
Cassius Clay-Muhammad Ali, heavyweight champion, merits
the outstanding citation for the past year."

But the magazine goes on to cite Clay's affiliation
with the Black Muslims, his appeal for draft exemption and
"utterances which have not redounded to the credit of boxing"
as disqualifications for the award.

Clay expressed some surprise that the magazine made
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such a point of refusing him the award instead of merely
giving it to someone else. Then, counting his achieve-
ments as a boxer, drawing card, religious leader and con-
troversial figure, he added:

"The whole world knows I'm not only the fighter of the
year, but the fighter of the century."

Clay also expressed a feeling that Nat Fleischer, the
79-year-old publisher and founder offRing" was "over-
powered by other pressues" into refusing to give him an
award that would have been "forgotten in two days" after
delivery.

But Fleischer had always tended to discount the
champion's boxing abilities compared with those of Jack
Johnson, Jack Dempsey, Joe Louis and others.217

Lipsyte pointed out that Ali was Ring's 1963 fighter of the year
and quoted Ernie Terrell, Ali's next opponent, on Ali's failure to win
the 1966 award and on Ring's attitude toward the boxer:

This is out of the realm of "Ring" to do this, and

it's acting just like Clay. He brought all this political
and religious business into boxing, and instead of ignoring
it, 'Ring" is keeping it in.

They shouldn't judge Clay as a Muslim. Just because you

disagree with sameone, you shouldn't persecute him.218

Ali expressed mild surprise -—an irony-—- at Ring's stance:

You can't be loved by everybody. But I'm surprised

this could happen in this country, a country with freedom
of religion and belief where we go and fight in other
countries for other people's freedom.219

Perhaps more telling on the outcome of their fight was Terrell's
view of the Muslims. While he said that Ring's decision was "illegitimate
reasoning," he went on to say:

This will be used as a stepping stone for the Muslims

to say they achieved samething. If Clay did samething
illegal, put him in jail. But he didn't. I dislike what
Clay stands for, using boxing to further an extremist cause.
But it's not against the law to be a clown.220

Ali would not forget those words.
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In the artitle “"Clay Considering a Patterson Bout," January

3 29, 1967, & week befiore the Terrell bout, Lipsyte wrote about Ali's

' planié and called the bomer Muhammad Ali throughout the story.2?l The
article read, in part:

-~ Plans for the 1967 campaign are oontingent, of course,
upon the success of Ali's latest appeal for draft ex~
emption as an active preacher for the Nation of Islam,
popularly known outside the sect as the Black Muslims. . .
N For Ali, the poasibility of fighting in Japan is
anancit:i.ngone.

. "I am," he said, "the Tarzan of Africa; Asia, a hevo .
topeopleardamngmyomkirﬂ 'methl'mpll’.gging N
a-reul role. - I'm nod jusk: anotier Nedfiv T sinros
teetha:ﬂhannghuknadtowtpatted'z

Maamah:.le, Ah pet:.t:.cnedhls Louz.sv:.lle drafthoaxd to transfer
hlscasetoarwtherstate, atterbe:mgdsuedammistwialexenpum
forasauendbmem

| Ala's belmfs (mligious a:ﬂml:.ta:r.y) also dJ.d notendearh:m
tomauybmung'tradiumalists Lipcyte-, inar‘ehﬂnrys, 1967,
art.x.cle, "BamngSageemgaszermlleest of Clay's Title Foes,"
wrotet |

mteftMmqesdeapatahelymtwmm
Terrdall, a 27-year-old bachelor of considerable cham,
k.mdneuandslwb\minesstalmt [he had his own rock
'n' Pell band), has often Weicdd his displeasvde (mildly -
and though ) with extremist groups, prejudice and

woirls. he wins the title he will entextain in

Vietnam, mitm-plbp.lsaxﬂtahetheclmpaampoutof
the sl idical and thislogical arenas whire Clay has paraded
it.

Tt Wikt be ‘sadd, t0o, that Terrdll’s past associations;

ttnxghruwappamtlypmged w:.thamnvtbmfrimdly
boxing a little easiex. Saneofthanmiduthemslims
amﬁ\ﬁgmmdwm Wsu. .« s %

They want as champion, but they realize that
bodivgFiwithout 4hd linberest: generated iy an didtiyg rr o’
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fighter and personality like Clay, is in great trouble.224

Lipsyte's assessment of the old order and the new, the Mob and
the Muslims, was novel enough. But it was not as novel as his suggestion
that Ali virtually was boxing's drawing card in early 1967, despite
the boxer's beliefs and the beliefs of others toward him. Lipsyte was
right: Ali was boxing.

If the sages desperately wanted Terrell to win, Ali desperately
wanted to meet Terrell in the ring. Several days before the fight, in
the colum "Big Words from Texas" (the fight would be at the Astro-

dome) , Daley quoted Ali:

"I had a question for him [Terrell] when we met to
sign," said Clay, dark eyes smoldering in real or pre-
tended anger, "it was only three words. 'What's my name?'

I said. 'Cassius Clay,' he said, using my slave name.
That made it a personal thing, taking it beyond the barrier
of sports and into a profane world."

If that sounded a little frenzy, maybe it was that
Cassius is getting increasingly sensitive about his original
and adopted names.

"So I'm gonna whip him," he continued, "not until he cries
'uncle' but until he addresses me by my proper name of Moham—
mad Ali. . .

"He disrespected me and deserves punishment, same as
Floyd Patterson disrespected me and asked for the punish-

ment he got."225
Daley concluded: "No one who ever gets close to Cassius can
stay mad at him. n226
But Ali, whose "adopted” name was never taken seriously by the
Times, was mad at Terrell. For nearly three years, Ali had been cor-
recting people who called him Cassius Clay. His sensitivity about his
name was not a recent issue. Lipsyte wrote in SportsWorld that, soon

after Ali had won the title, officials at Madison Square Garden had
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refused to let him be introduced from the ring with other guests if
he insisted on being introduced as Muhammad Ali. Ali insisted--and
did not enter the ring.227

A February 5, 1967, headline announced "Clay Will Make His
Home in Houston, Seek 'Fabulous' $100,000 'Spread.'" The accompanying
story said that Muhammad Ali, "or Cassius Clay, as he is sometimes
called," would "work with the large Negro population (in Houston),
preaching and 'trying to uplift them mentally, morally and every other

way.' n228 put Ali, in The Greatest, said he moved to Houston because

Covington was convinced that the boxer could "get a better deal" from
the Houston draft board.22?

Ali also invited white newsmen and photographers to hear him
preach for 15 minutes at a Muslim mosque in Houston the day before the
Terrell bout. In "Muhammad Ali Shows Other Side," Lipsyte(referring
to Muhammad Ali initially and Cassius Clay thereafter) said:

While the whites were present, Clay ridiculed Negroes
"so wrapped up in sport and play you'll fly across the country
to see me box a few rounds but you won't leave your bougaloo
hangout to walk over and hear Elijah."

Once the whites were ushered out, according to sources,
Clay bitterly castigated white men, Christian religions
and integrationists. He had waited, he said, because he
"didn't want to hurt the feelings" of the newsmen. . . .

The unusual presence of white men at a Muslim service
was attributable, same observers thought, to Clay's desire
to further publicize his more active involvement in the sect.
The champion has announced his intention of moving to Houston
to develop and encourage Muslim mosques. . . It is also
thought that the move may be connected to his campaign, thus
far unsuccessful, to win a draft exemption as a Muslim
minister. He has stated that the heavyweight championship
is secondary to his principal vocation as a minister.230

In SportsWorld, Lipsyte said the reporters were thoroughly
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searched when they entered the mosque, and added that "our ball-point
pens were clicked in our faces as if they might be derringers. . . .The
precautions must be taken, it is told, because Muslim teachings are so

powerful that first-time listeners often go berserk and attack the teach-
ers,"231

Lipsyte wrote:

The reqular mosque minister introduced Ali as "another
of Elijah's ministers and the heavyweight champion of the
world in that world." Ali told the audience that while
heredity and talent had made him strong and a good fighter,
"the teaching of Elijah made me a heavyweight champion."

He then launched into his famous pork-—-eating lecture,
which included snuffing pig sounds and blackboard cartoons
of "the nastiest animal in the world, the swine, a mouthful
of maggots and pus. They bred the cat and the rat and the

dog and came up with the hog,"232

After the reporters had left, Lipsyte said he was told that Ali
stepped up his attack "on the white man, that devil created by a mad
scientist and doomed to destruction by floating space platforms manned
by 'men who never smile. 1233

Ali, himself, was unsmiling as the fight approached. Daley's
column "Cassius and the Octopus,” (a name given to the rangy Terrell by
Ali) said that "in his bombastic fashion, Cassius talks about 'whupping’
and 'spankin' and 'humiliating' Terrell for some fancied insults,"234
Daley added that, though Ali had humiliated Patterson, "tall Ernie is
unlikely to be such a pigeon for him," but predicted Ali would knock
out the W.B.A. champion in nine.23>

A front-page story proved Daley wrong on both points. Headlined
"Clay Beats Terrell and Retains Title," the story said, "Cassius Clay

cruelly battered and cut the eyes of Ermie Terrell, the awkward
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and thoughtful challenger, for 15 rounds to gain a unanimous decision
and retain his world heavyweight boxing championship."236
Lipsyte's story, "Clay Batters Terrell Severely and Retains Crown
on Unanimous Decision," with the deck "Chicagoan's Eyes Cut and Swollen,"
said:

In his own cruel time, Cassius Clay battered and dimmed
the eyes of Ernie Terrell tonight and added the awkward
giant's heavyweight title to his own.

"Clay. . .kept warming Terrell to call him Muhammad Ali,
his name in the black racist sect.

Clay's gradual domination of the pace and pattern of the
fight became absolute in the eighth round, when he began
yelling, "What's my name?" After each unanswered question,
he rattled a combination off Terrell's head.

Afterward, Clay said he had administered a worse "humili-
ation" to Terrell than to Patterson.237

Daley was uncharacteristically enthusiastic about Ali's performance.
His story, "Clay Keeps Promise," with the deck "Champion Makes
Good on His Boast to 'Whup, Spank and Humiliate' Foe," said:
No matador ever stabbed a helpless bull more cold-
bloodedly or efficiently.
This was unquestionably the finest exhibition of
Clay's tempestuous career from the stand-point of boxing
craftsmanship. He was superb.238
The next day, in the colum "At the Bottom of the Barrel,"
Daley first praised Ali's boxing ability, saying no heavyweight chal-
lenger had a chance of beating him, and added that Ali should have been
able to knock out Terrell in the eighth round. Then he added:

But he turned propagandist in the eighth and blew
his chance. That's when he taunted his gallant opponent,
expounding racist hate instead of attending to the business
at hand.

All that Clay achieved was to keep destroying the image
he once had of being the likable charm boy.

He showed himself to be a mean and malicious man. His
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facade continues to crumble as he gets deeper into the
Black Muslim movement. Even before the fight he delivered
the supreme insult from one Negro to another. Cassius
called Ernie an "Uncle Tam," merely because Terrell ad-
dressed him as Cassius Clay instead of his Muslim name of
Muhammad Ali.

In a post~-fight interview, he even snarled at Howie
Cosell, a former friend, and arrogantly referred to Terrell
as a dog. This had to lower esteem for Clay with millions
who were listening. Sportsmanship? Clay doesn't know the
word.

Even sharper divisions appear in Clay's split person-
ality. The more he improves as a fighter the more apparent
becomes his retrogression as a man. It's a pity.

The worst of it is that there is no foe left worthy
of his talents--unless you want to include the Vietcong.
And Cassius wants no part of them.239

Daley's attack could best be described as emotional nonsense.
He excused Terrell for calling Ali Cassius Clay (though he had written
that Ali was increasingly sensitive about his name), but chided Ali for
calling Terrell an "Uncle Tom." Ali had said, and Daley had written,
that Ali had no love for Terrell. But what Daley had apparently taken
for good copy was, in fact, a sincere belief of Ali's.

He also continued to think Ali was destroying his image as a
"likable chamm boy," an image that Ali never tried to develop. Perhaps
Daley created the facade for Ali that he, himself, wanted to see (the
young charm boy fram the 1960 Olympics) and then became frustrated with
Ali's refusal to be that charm boy--and with Ali's involvement with the
Muslims (whom)Daley never seemed to fully understand, either).

Daley also took a post-fight quote of Ali's (Terrell was a "dog")
and made much of what Daley called Ali's lack of sportsmanship. But, in
a Lipsyte story the same day, Ali said he was "hot and angry" after

the bout and didn't mean to call Terrell a dog, adding, "They usually
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kill people in wars for attacking a man's faith. I just gave Terrell a
little spanking. Some day I'll convert him." 240 Ali also referred to
Terrell as "a gentleman."<241
Referring to the post-fight interview with Ali, Cosell wrote:

The moment the fight ended I was in the ring to inter-
view him. He turned on me with a meanness I hadn't seen

before.
"I'm sick and tired," he bellowed, "of talking to you
and taking your stuff. . . ."He kept up a tirade until we

went off the air. I walked away without camment.
The next morning I again saw the contradictory nature
of Muhammad Ali. I was with him at the Hotel America in
Houston, and he said, almost sheepishly, "I was really
bad last night, wasn't I? With you--with everything."
I said, "You sure as hell were. You made an ass out
of yourself."
He said, "well, when I go into the press conference
I'1l make up for it."
A few minutes later he faced a roomful of reporters
and could not have been more charming. This is the most
vacillating man, in terms of mood, I've ever known. He
complimented Terrell and appeared rather contrite.242
Ali's many moods could hardly be interpreted, even by Cosell,
as evidence of his retrogression as a man (as Daley had stated).
Daley, a seasoned boxing writer, seemed to have missed the fact that
boxing, for all its hype, was still a violent and brutal sport--and
that the nature of most boxers in the ring was mean and malicious. That
Ali was "mean and malicious" after the fight, especially given his dis-
like of Terrell, should not have been a surprise. The surprise is that
Daley, for rather irrelevant reasons, ended his column by sayimg that the
only foe left for Ali were the Vietcong. That was a low blow.
The W.B.A. also landed a low blow when it finally recognized

Ali as world champion, "but declined to name him~-or anyone else--for
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the annual boxer of the year award. 'There was no boxer who could be
considered outstanding, both in and out of the ring, during the last
year,'" the W.B.A.'s ratings chairman said,243
Ali's problems with the draft continued when the Houston draft
board voted 4-0 not to defer him as a Muslim minister.?*? Ali had tried
to claim he was under the jurisdiction of the Houston board because
Houston was his principal place of employment. But, under Selective Ser-
vice rules, the Louisville board still had jurisdiction, though he re-
ported to the Houston boax:vd.245
Lipsyte wrote in SportsWorld that by mid-1967 black leaders were
honing in on Ali's struggle with the draft:
Dr. Martin Luther King, Rep. Adam Clayton Powell,
who would soon be denied his seat in Congress, and Julian
Bond, barred from his seat in the Georgia legislature for
his antiwar stand until the Supreme Court ruled the action
unconstitutional, were citing Ali as symbolic of black man-
hood courageously refusing to knuckle under to an illegal
and immoral system.246
In a March 5, 1967, colum, "Observer: Powell and Ali Break the
Faith," the Times' Russell Baker considered the plight of Ali and Rep.
Powell, who represented Harlem and had earned the wrath of his fellow
representatives for what they considered misuse of funds:
Perhaps Adam Clayton Powell's most damaging weakness
is his inability to assume the humble manner. The dis~
tinguished heavyweight, Mohammad Ali [sic], suffers from
the same defect. Ability to wear the trappings of humility
is an occupational requirement in certain lines of work--
particularily in politics and championship boxing—and he
who scorns them invites the vengeance of an outraged
public.

There may be some truth in the argument that both Powell

and Ali are in trouble because of their Negritude, but the
more persuasive argument is that both are being punished
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for their refusal to serve a peculiar American senti-
mentalism.

Messrs. Powell and Ali refuse to play the game.

. . .Ali might have avoided public demands for his
drafting by ceasing to €@ilitate upon his physical superi-
ority. We like our champions humble. After they have
flattened same poor gaffer for our amusement, we want them
to come to the microphone, like Joe Louis and Rocky Marciano,
and say, "He put up a great fight." Ali outrages us by
coming to the microphone and calling a bum a bum.

The refusal of Powell and Ali to satisfy our craving
for gods with hearts of putty may result from their Negri-
tude. Perhaps it reflects the Negro's determination to
resist the Uncle Tom role. If so, they have misunderstood
the obligations of power, for the necessity to give the
public a little Uncle Tom rests just as heavily on our
white heroes. (Presidential modesty, athletic modesty,
etc.)

Powell and Ali have betrayed the faith, possibily
out of the misapprehension that it would be demeaning
for a Negro to keep it. One may admire their flamboy-
ance in refusing to participate in a tradition that is
obviously tinged with hyprocrisy, but it is hard to
sustain the argument that the resulting punishments ex-
press white racism. They are, more likely, the vengeance
to be expected by any man, whatever his race, who violates
cherished national mythology.247

Baker's assumption of vengeance for violating national mythology--
for refusing to play the game—followed Daley's vengeful column that casti-
gated Ali for refusing to be "the likable charm boy."

Ali received yet another setback in his attempt to obtain a
military deferement when on March 15, 1967, his appeal for reclassifi-
cation was turned down by the Presidential Appeals Board.?48 with his
induction date set for April 11, Ali filed suit in United States District
Court to obtain an injunction barring his induction on the grounds that
his draft boards were acting illegally because "they discriminate against
the Negro race."249

Always the showman, Ali said, "If I have to go into the Ammy

this [a March 22 bout against Zora Folley] will be my last fight. And
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you can tell all those people who want to see the greatest champion
that they better see him now. n250

But a story by the Times' Dave Anderson, "Clay Prefers Jail to

Army," with the decks "Champion Risking Prison and Fine,” and "Clay

Implies He Will Defy Order to Report to Army for Induction April ll"——251

Suggested that, after the Folley fight, Ali might have plans other than
an Army hitch.
Anderson wrote:

Cassius Clay, the world heavyweight boxing champion,
who prefers to be known by his Black Muslim name of
Muhammad Ali, implied he would go to jail "for what I
believe" rather than comply with his United States Amy
induction date of April 11.

Clay said it was "against my teachings" to serve in
the Army. When he was reminded that other Muslims had
been ordered to report for induction, he said, "The jails
are full of 'em."

"My decision is made," the 25-year-old champion told
newsimen, "but I have to answer to the government, not no
reporters. . .

"If necessary, I'll have to die for what I believe.

I'm fighting for the freedom of my people.”

Clay was asked whether Elijah Muhammad would decide
what the champion should do.

He replied: "Elijah don't decide nothing, he ain't
gonna tell me what to do. He just teaches us the religion
and the laws. And I've been following 'em. It's cost me
$8 million in endorsements and recordings, stuff like that."

Several fimms canceled offers to Clay when the champion
publicly embraced the sect two years ago.

Although Clay has appealed his draft status on the
gounds that he is a Muslim minister, he never mentioned
his ministerial status during several interviews yester-
day.

Regarding the Vietnam situation now, he said that "we're
over there so that the people of Vietnam can be free. But
I'm here in America and I'm being punished for upholding my
beliefs."

Although the champion often mentioned that "the only
thing on my mind is the Folley fight," he appeared to be
thinking beyond next week's bout to 6:30 A.M,, April 11, the
time of his ordered induction in Louisville.252
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Anderson's story was the first time that Ali implied that he would
risk jail rather than be inducted. It was also the first time that he
stated that Elijah Muhammad did not tell him what to do. After publicly
stating three years before that he was a Muslim (Anderson was wrong by a
year), Ali's conment that "Elijah ain't gonna tell me what to do" was
revealing--maybe he actually was not, as many thought, a pawn of the
Muslins.
Ali appeared unfazed by the draft controversy as he prepared for
the Folley bout. "I strive on challenge,”" he told Anderson. "What I
have to go through outside the ring is child's play compared to inside
it."253
Ali went into the ring a 5-1 choice over Folley, but the head-
line decks and the fight pre-story centered more on his draft status than
the bout. The decks read, "Champion Files New Court Action," and "Seeks
Restraining Order on Draft Induction April 11~--16,000 Expected at Bout,"
while Lipsyte's story read, in part:
Clay's lawyers asked a United States Circuit Court of
Appeals to issue a restraining order to prevent the fighter
from being inducted into the Army on April 11.
In another motion filed on Clay's behalf before the
court, leave to appeal was asked from a United States
District Court decision denying Clay an injunction.
Clay, who has been classified 1-A, is seeking draft
deferment as a minister of the Nation of Islam, the so-
called Black Muslim sect.2%4
And, in a related situation, the ILouisville draft board added a
black, prompting Ali's lawyer, Covington, to remark:
They did this when they knew I was coming at them
[Covington had charged that the board was racially im-

balanced]. But it is too little too late. They knew it
was a serious situation and admitted it by appointing him.255
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Daley, in “A Pigeon for Clay," returned to his usual theme of
what could have been:

Clay has alienated the public by his rebellion
against the draft and for other reasons, not the least
of which is his espousal of the cause of the Black Muslims,

a hate organization. With his natural charm and glowing
persanality, he could have been an even more popular champion
than Joe Louis, but he has destroyed this glorious opportunity.

Now he is waging a delaying action against induction into
the Ammy on April 11.

This, therefore, could be his last fight, although he has
indicated that legal moves may enable him to have three or
four more bouts before he is confronted with the distasteful
alternatives of Ammy or prison.

Clay in 5.256

Ali stopped Folley in the seventh round in Madison Square Garden
and added some stature to his Muslim name, as Lipsyte reported:

Clay, who was 20 minutes late, merely slashed across the
street from Loew's Midtown Motor Inn. . . .He walked under
a Garden marguee advertising Muhammad Ali, a bit of irony
that helps one understand the stewpot of boxing.

After Clay won the title, the boxing officials of the
Garden refused to allow the heavyweight champion to be
introduced in the ring under his Muslim name before a major
fight. So Clay merely remained in the audience that night.

Since this fight, the Garden's first heavyweight title
match in 16 years, the words Muhammad Ali have flowed like
honey from the mouths of Garden officials.257

A second irony: while Muhammad Ali's name flowed from the mouths
of fight officials, it did not flow from the Times typewriters.

Daley caustically pondered the champion's future in a column,
"The Unclear Focus."228 He derided Ali's punching power, saying the
knockout punch to Folley was "casually delivered," and added:

[Clay is ] tough enough to accept when he is one of a

kind. More than one would be unbearable.
What's next for the champion?

That's the ugly, unpleasant query that's just in the
offing. The draft board is closing down on him and no one
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knows if he can stall long enough to meet Oscar Bonavena
in Tokyo or Thad Spencer in Heaven-knows-where.259

Bonavena agreed to fight Ali in Tokyo and, in the last vestiges
of the Folley bout, Ali told Lipsyte that he was kind to the challenger
because he always called the champion Muhammad Ali.Z260

The government, meanwhile, contended that Ali's appeals to avoid
the draft should came after his induction.26l The goverrment's motion
said:

The Supreme Court has uniformly and repeatedly held

that Selective Service registrants may not challenge draft
boards action in courts except by submitting to induction
and seeking relief by way of habeas corpus, or by refusing

to submit to induction and raising their contentions in
 defense of a criminal prosecution.

In what ILouisville Draft Board Director, J. Allen Sherman called
a "delaying tactic," Ali had his draft records transferred fram Louisville
to Houston, his legal residence, and delayed his scheduled April 11 in-
duction.263 But the delay was short-lived, for a Federal judge denied
Ali's request for a "three-judge Federal panel. . .to hear Clay's suit
attacking the constitutionality of his draft board an the ground that
it had no Negro members; that an injunction be granted to block enforce-
ment of the Selective Service law until the question of constitutionality
had been settled through appeals, and that a temporary restraining order
be used while [the judge's] decision was carried to the Supreme Court.264

With his induction set for April 28, Ali,when asked if he would
report, said:

I'll answer to the Government when the time comes, not

the press.

If I thought my joining the war and possibly dying
would bring peace, freedom, justice and equality to
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21l-million so—-called Negroes, theg would not have to
draft me. I would join tomorrow.<65

Ali's attomneys said they would take his case to the Supreme
Court.266

In a bizarre development, Las Vegas and Detroit got into a
squabble over who would host an Ali-Patterson bout. The Nevada Athletic
Commission woited 4-1 to license the bout, over the objections of the
Detroit group, which claimed that Ali's group had offered to fight in
that city and the offer had been accepted.267

Then, just as quickly as it came into being, the proposed fight
with Patterson dissolved when Nevada Governor Paul Laxalt asked the
commission not to sanction the fight because "it would give Nevada a
black eye."268

Laxalt added: "If Clay carries Patterson and knocks him out,
it will only be a repeat of their previous fight. If Patterson should
win, eyebrows would be raised all over the warld."269

Despite such dubious logic (since every fight usually has a loser
and a winner), Laxalt may have come closer to the reason for canceling the
bout when he said he had received "violent reactions" to the proposed fight
from around the nation.2’9 oOnce again, public pressure had kept Ali from
fighting.

The proposed bout then took on the theme of "musical fights," with
Pittsburgh accepting the bout, only to drop it when Pennsylvania Governor
Raymond P. Shafer, after a conversation with Laxalt, asked his state athletic
camission (which had apparently approved the bout) not to approve it.271

Edwin P. Dooley, the chairman of the New York Athletic Cammission, did not

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



99
bother to talk to either governor about the fight. He merely cited a re-

ciprocity agreement with both Nevada and Pennsylvania and said New York

would not stage the bout.272

So the fight was canceled, but that did not dull Ali's humor.
while boarding a plan to leave Las Vegas, he was asked if he would go
into the Army if inducted: "Yes. It would break my mother's heart if
I didn't."273

Meanwhile, Covington filed an injunction with the U.S. Sixth
Circuit Court of Appeals to halt induction pending the outcame of a
ruling on Ali's exemption as a Muslim minister.2’4 Then he filed briefs
in the Supreme Court to stop the induction.275

The article on Ali's motion to the Supreme Court said, in part:

Clay filed his papers under his Black Muslim name,
Muhammad Ali, and described himself as a "25-year-old black
man or a so—called Negro male who serves as a duly appointed
regular minister. . . ."

The champion's lawyers reiterated the claim they had
made in lower courts——that the Selective Service Act gives
the President and govemors unconstitutional, unlimited
discretion "to make appointments of members of draft boards
throughout the country in a manner that discriminates against
Negroes contrary to the Fifth Amendment of the United States
Constitution.”

One of their moves was to ask Justice Potter Stewart
to issue an injunction barring Clay's induction until the
court acts on Clay's appeal.

And among their claims is that Clay's chance to raise
constitutional attacks on his induction was destroyed. . .when
[a District Court judge] refused to set up a three-judge
Federal panel to hear these attacks. . . .

In claiming that injury would stem from induction April
28, Clay's lawyers said the champion had contracts for
three fights that have had to be abandoned.276

At the time the appeals were being filed with the High Court,

Ali, in Chicago, denied that he had ever said he would enter the Army
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because it would break his mother's heart if he didn't.277

Meanwhile, Daley, in the colum "Keystone Caredy,"278 discussed the

fight cancellations:

After the Nevada cancellation. . .the quick-buck guys
who now control Clay immediately announced that they were
switching the site, but holding fast to the original date
of April 25, three days before Clay is due to report for
induction into the Amy--or for imprisonment if he re-
fuses military service. .

Cassius towers over the field so overwhelmingly that
he not only has trouwble in excavating foes worthy of his
talent, but also has difficulty in finding places to stage
his exhibitions of superior skills.

Except for the fact that this rematch would have been a
lovely going away present for Cassius, the bout had no excuse
for being scheduled. Its total cancellation is eminently

proper.279

Daley evidently believed Laxalt's public appraisal that the
bout was a no-win situation for the state that staged it. Ironically,
almost five years later , on September 20, 1972, Ali would knock out
Patterson in Madison Square Garden in the seventh round.?80  (ne thread
that ran through Daley's assessment of Ali during his fights in 1966
and 1967 is that, while the writer castigatea the boxer's conduct and
religion, he constantly praised Ali, almost in spite of himself, as a
fighter.

In keeping with the Keystone Kops aura that hung over any potential
fight, both Albuquerque and Atlanta on April 15 offered to fill the woid
left when Las Vagas and Pittsburgh dropped the bout. Herbert Muhammad
accepted an invitation from New Mexico Governor David Cargo to stage
the bout in Albuquerque, but it was canceled about two hours later because
of inadequate time for promotion (the bout would have been held on April

27, one day before Ali's induction) .25t
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Atlanta's bid was turned down before it was acceptjed.282 Her-
bert Muhammad, in a parting shot, blamed both the Nevada and Pennsylvania

bans on "racial prejudice," and said he turned down the Atlanta offer

because he feared a similar rejection of the bout in Georgia.283

The rejection of Ali's fights was incidental to the rejection
of Ali's appeal by the Supreme Court. The Fred Graham story, "Supreme
Court Rejects Clay's Appeal; He Says He'll Appear for Induction,” with
the decks "Champion Insists He Is an Objector" and "Says He Can't Kill
or Take Part in War-—New Legal Maneuver Is Planned,"284 said:

The Supreme Court refused to grant Clay's request for
an injunction to block his induction. In Cincinnati, the
United States Court of Appeals for the Sixth Circuit refused
to stay a lower court decision ordering the champion to report
for induction.

. . .Clay announced that he would appear for induction
[and] said he would continue to insist he is a conscientious
objector. . . .

In its decision, the Circuit Court said it did not believe
Congress "ever intended draftees should have the right to
litigate the validity of their induction before acceptance
for national service.

"If the injunction suits were permitted. . .interminable
delays would undoubtedly result while the case was being
pursued in the courts. Such a procedure would interfere with
the orderly proceedings of % draft boards and prevent them
fram filling their quotas."

Covington said the Supreme Court did not give any reason for
its decision, adding: "I feel they may have decided not to hear the
case because we had the Cincinnati case pending."286 He said he would
seek a writ of habeas corpus to keep Ali out on the grounds that the
boxer was a Muslim minister and that no blacks were on the Houston draft
board.

Ali refused to comment directly on whether he would refuse
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induction: "I've made my decision and I will give it at that time [of
induction]. You can make your own conclusion when I say I will stand on
my religious beliefs and will be ready to face any punishment in fol-
lowing them,"288

But two days later, on April 20, 1967, Ali, in an interview
with Charlie Mastin on a Iouisville television station, said he would
refuse inductioni

Clay was asked by. . .Mastin if he would take the
oath. Clay replied, "No." When Mastin asked if Clay
knew what the consequences would be, Clay said, "Yeh,
just five years and $10,000--that's all."289

An April 21, 1967 Times story on Ali's decision, "Clay Says He
Will Not Step Forward to Be Inducted on April 28," said:

Clay, in an almost samber mood as he said his Muslim
religion and beliefs on human rights would not pemmit him
to serve, added that he would not go into the Army "simply
to help continue the domination of white slave masters over
darker people the world over.”

The generally ebullient Clay. . .slumped morosely on a
chair in his hotel room as he read parts of his statement.
He declined to clown or make up verse, saying sadly, "This
is not the time for poems."

Clay replied to a axggestion that a long prison temm
[he faced a five-year term] would ruin his career by saying,
"I'm 25 now and I'd only be 28 when I got out. I guess I'd
be all right, depending on what kind of food I got. . . ."

The boxer said he realized that his prestige was at stake
and that he was prepared to go to jail to uphold his con-
victions.

"Why, should they ask me, another so-called Negro, to
put on a uniform and go 10,000 miles from home and drop
bombs and bullets on brown people in Vietnam while so—-called
Negro people in Louisville are treated like dogs and denied
simple human rights?

"I will not disgrace my religion, my people or myself
by becaning a tool to enslave those who are fighting for
justice, equality and freedam."290

The samber Ali created, in turn, a somber tone for the writers.
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With no doggerel, no boasts, no bambast, Ali became less a caricature

and more an individual beset by problems.

The Supreme Court barred two of Ali's appeals (to review the Cin-

cinnati ruling and on a re-hearing fram the High Court) on April 24.29l

The next day, Covington petitioned a Federal judge in Houston to restrain
the draft board from declaring Ali delinquent if he failed to submit to
induction because "Clay has publicly declared and here alleges that he
will not do as commanded on the 28th day of April, 1967, or anytime there-
after, "292 Covington also asked for a change in Ali's draft status (to
a minister of religion with a total exemption) and for an injunction
against the governor of Texas (John Connally) and others to assure that
blacks would be named to draft boards in Texas.293

Two days before his scheduled induction in Houston, Ali, in Chicago,
talked with Lipsyte for 3-1/2 hours. The interview, "Clay Puts His Af-
fairs in Order as Day of Decision Approaches," was a straight-forward, yet
poignant view of the boxer and his uncertain future:

Arrangenments were made today to store the gray Cadillac
in Dibbles Garage and close out the long-term room at the
50th On The Lake Motel here (in Chicago). Muhammad Ali, who
is also known as Cassius Clay, was going down to meet the
Man, and he didn't know when he'd be back.

. « It is expected that Ali will appear for induction,
but refuse to be sworn into the Army. This will probably
not result in his immediate arrest. Govermment lawyers
have indicated that further legal moves, inwolving the
Justice Department, would occur before action could be
taken against Ali.

It has been said, by the Rev. Martin Luther King and
others, that Ali's refusal to be inducted would encourage
thousands of young men to choose prison sentences rather
than Army service.

"There will be great repercussions," said Ali. "My
case is just revealing so much, shaking the black man's
confidence in the white liberals. But I'm taking no credit
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as a leader, they're not going to make no Malcolm X
out of me. If they make you a leader, they can catch
wu llp- 1]

Both the champion and his manager, Herbert Muhammad,
said that there would be real danger for the fighter in
the Amy, particularly fram a "prejudiced soldier who thinks
he's doing the comntry a favor." Today, the champion said,
"If the Vietcong didn't get me, some Georgia cracker would."

While forswearing any formal leadership, the champion
has been making appearances at colleges and prisons, and
recently spoke to an open-housing rally in Louisville.

He denied that these appearances were contradictory to the
Muslims' usual disengagement from civil rights demonstrations
of any kind.

. . JFearing only that jail food would debilitate his
body, he said that a prison term would enable him to con-
tinue his proselytizing [Muslini] work.

For a man being "tried and tested by Allah as a true
believer," the champion seemed remarkably relaxed, and
in good humor, humning snatches of popular tumes, several
times shadow-boxing at his image in the mirror.

Although his own very clearly defined professional
pride is never far from the surface, he sees himself now
as samething far more than a controversial boxer.

"This is all beautiful, it's better than boxing for
me," he said. "All a man has to show for his time here
is what kind of name he had. Jesus, Columbus, Daniel
Boone. Now Wyatt Earp, who would have told him when he
was fighting crooks and standing up for his principles
that there'd be a television show about him, that
little kids on the street would say, 'I'm Wyatt Earp, reach,'"294

Ali, who, ironically, would later have a cartoon television show
named after him, made some headway with the Times in Lipsyte's story--for
he was referred to as Muhammad Ali throughout the article.

Writing about the interview in SportsWorld, Lipsyte said Ali
refused to leave the country because of his cammitment to the Muslims
and added that the champion would not make a deal with the Amy (to give
exhibitions and teach physical fitness) because "what can you give me,
America, for turning down my religion. You want me to do what the white
man says and go fight a war against saome people I don't know nothing about,

get some freedam for same other people when my own kind can't get theirs
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here?"295
But Ali did make a prediction:

Ahhlee will return. My ghost will haunt all arenas.
The people will watch fights and they will whisper, Hey,
Ali could whip that quy. . .You think so?. . . .Sure. . . .
No, he couldn't. . . .Wish he'd came out of retirement. . . .296

On April 27, a Federal judge dismissed Ali's plea to restrain
the Houston board from reporting the fighter delinquent if he refused
to be sworn into the Ammy the next day.297

The Lipsyte story said:

In effect [the judge] ruled out the possibility of
further civil action until after Clay, who prefers to be
called Muhammad Ali, has committed a felony that can be
punished by a five-year prison sentence and a $10,000
fine.

. . Morton Susman, a local [Houston] United States
attorney, said Clay was trying to turn the court into a
"super draft board" to review the findings of previous
decisions,

The potentially explosive nature of the case was
underscored by Fred Drogula, an attormey with the Depart-
ment of Justice, who said later: "If he wins, all the
Muslims will refuse to take the oath, and where will
we get soldiers?"298

Daley, in an April 28 colum, "Day of Decision," returned to
his two basic themes: what a nice young man Ali once was, and what a
shame that he had become a mixed-up Muslim. But his theme had a new

twist as he wrote:

The heavyweight champion of the world has indicated
that he will take jail rather than be drafted into the
Army. Military service, he claims, is contrary to his
religious beliefs.

It would appear that he doesn't think the United
States is worth fighting for. Yet, a couple of flash-
backs to the Olympic Games at Rome in 1960. . .of all
the champions to be crowned, none stood at attention
with more obvious pride than Cassius Marcellus Clay,
the light-heavyweight winner.
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He had won for himself but he had also won for his
country.

People change in seven years and few have changed
more than Clay. The delightful boy of 1960 has become
a mixed-up man. If there was skepticism about the sincerity
of his motives when he first fell under the sway of the Black
Muslims, it exists no longer. He has been so thoroughly brain-
washed that he now believes what he says even if the words are
put into his mouth by the Muslims.

This reporter was captivated by Cassius the first time he
met him at the Villaggio Olympico in Rome. Not even the in-
termediate developments have campletely broken that hold,
even though such an admission might be a rebuke to intelli-
gence. But it just can't be helped.

That's why there's a tragic feeling here at what is
about to happen to Cassius. Actually, it's merely a
minuscule offshoot of the greater tragedy of Vietnam.

But becamse he's the heavyweight champion and therefore
the world's best fighter, his refusal to fight for his
country gets disproportionate emphasis and may produce
ensuing ground swells of unpredictable potency.

The Muslims, who direct his every move, have lost
their meal ticket and gained a martyr. The shrewd men
at the head of the movement must think that sacrificing
him is worth the price.

So perhaps Cassius has fought his last ring fight.

He is now 25 years old. The normal sentence for those
refusing induction is fiwve years. If he were to try to
resune his career after he has passed his 30th birthday,
time will have eroded his skills, even if he could stay
in sharp physical condition in the jug, an unlikely
possibility.

As a fist~fighter Cassius might very well have became
the greatest. But we'll never know. Instead he seems
fated to bring about his own destruction.299

Dailey, who obviously wanted to like Ali, showed an uncharacteristic
concern for the boxer's plight, especially when discussing the Vietnam war
and its consequences for Ali. But at the same time, he complained that Ali
"doesn't think the United States is worth fighting for." He could not
believe that Ali was capable of making a decision without what Daley con-
sidered the malevolent guidance of the Muslims (though Ali had said, "Eli-jah

don't decide nothing, he ain't gonna tell me what to do."). Daley had his
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own vision of what he wanted Ali to be--and that was Cassius Clay.
On April 29, 1967, in Houston, Ali refused induction. The Times'
front-page story was headlined "Clay Refuses Army Oath; Stripped of
Boxing Crown', Lipsyte wrote:

Cassius Clay refused today, as expected, to take the
one step forward that would have constituted induction into
the amed forces. There was no immediate govermment action.
Although government authorities. . .foresaw several months
of preliminary moves before Clay would be arrested and charged
with a felony, boxing organizations instantly stripped the 25-
year-old fighter of his warld heavyweight championship.300

Lipsyte wrote that the United States attormey had said Ali would
probably not be indicted for 30 days and could remain free for a year and
a half because of appea.ls.30l

Then he added:

As a plaintiff in civil action, the Negro fighter has
touched on such politically and socially explosive issues
as alleged racial imbalance on local Texas draft boards,
alleged discriminatory action by the Government in re-
sponse to public pressure, and the rights of a minority
religion to appoint clergymen.

As a prospective defendant in criminal proceedings,
Clay is expected to attempt to establish that "preaching
and teaching'* the tenets of the Muslims is a full-time
occupation and that boxing is the "avocation" that finan-
cially supports his unpaid ministerial duties.

Two information officers supplied a stream of printed
and oral releases throughout the procedure. . . .Such in-
formation, however, did not forestall the instigation, by
television crews, of a small demonstration outside the
Custom House. . .continuous and sametimes insulting inter-
viewers eventually provoked both groups [students and
blacks], separately with [anti-war] signs.3°2

In SportsWorld, Lipsyte wrote that the television crews pro-
mised "a dozen rubbernecking black secretaries and students time on the
tube if they would whip up same black power posters and march in front

of the Custom House steps. By shooting close, the cameramen were able
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to create the illusion of a sizable demonstration while TV reporters pro-
voked loud and angry answers and shouts of 'Burn, Baby, Burn' by asking

deliberately insulting questions. It looked very exciting that night on

the news. n303

Ali's statement, like the demonstration, was prepared. It also
scolded the press for its shortsighted view of his predicament saying:

I strongly object to the fact that so many news-
papers have given the American public and the world the
impression that I have only two alternatives in taking
this stand: either I go to jail or go to the Army. There
is another alternative and that alternative is justice.
If justice prevails, if my constitutional rights are up—
held, I will be forced neither to go to the Army nor
jail. In the end I am confident that justice will come
my way for the truth must eventually prevail. . . .

As to the threat woiced by certain elements to "strip"
me of my title, this is merely a continuation of the same
artificially induced prejudice and discrimination.304

The "elements" Ali referred to moved quickly to strip him of his
title. A Thomas Rogers story that same day, "New York Lifts Crown in
Swift Move," said:

Only a few hours after he had refused to be inducted
into the armed forces of the United States, Cassius Clay
was stripped of his world heavyweight boxing championship
by the major governing authorities of the sport in this
country and Europe.

The New York State Athletic Commission, in a statement
issued by Edwin Dooley, the chairman, announced it had
"unanimously decided to suspend his boxing license in-
definitely and to withdraw recognition of him as world
heavyweight champion."

Mr. Dooley said, "His refusal to enter the service is
regarded by the commission to be detrimental to the best
interests of boxing."305

Ali also was stripped of his W.B.A. title (the W.B.A. comprised
"a loose confederation of 30 or so state athletic commissions") and his

Texas and California titles (those two states were "independent" of a
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formal governing body at the time).
Rogers wrote:

The actions taken by the governing authorities of
boxing make it virtually impossible for Clay to box in
the United States until he has cleared himself of his
legal entanglements with the Goverrment.

In England, J. Onslowe Fane, the president of the
British Board of Boxing Control and vice president of
the European Boxing Union, said that Clay's title would
be declared vacant.

Both the New York Cammission and the W.B.A. cited
Clay's refusal to enter the armed forces as the reason for
their actions stripping him of the title.

In Louisville, Ky., M. Robert Evans, president of the
W.B.A., said, "I feel that Muhammad Ali has defied the
laws of the United States regarding Selective Service.

His action today leaves me no altermative."

"A spokesman for the New York Commission pointed out
that Clay's license is now under "indefinite suspension"
and, "if or when he enters jail, it would be rewvoked under
statutes of the cammission."306

A series of elimination bouts to determine a new champion were
proposed, but Ali, when asked who would fill his vacant title, replied,
"Oh, they'll pick same dodo or junior champion.“:?'07

Without due process, Ali was stripped of his title and his
livelihood. Cosell wrote:

There had been no arraignment, no grand-jury hearing,
no indictment, no trial, no conviction, no appeal to a
higher court. And, in a matter such as this, with the
Supreme Court likely to hear the case, there had been no
appeal to the court of last resort. 1In other words, due
process of law had not even been initiated, let alone ex~
hausted. Under the Fifth Amendment, no person may be de-
prived of life, liberty or property without due process of
law. Yet every state in the Union adopted the action of
the New York Cammission. Now here was Ali: unable to
fight anywhere in America; stripped of his right to leave
the country, hence unable to fight overseas either,308

The Times editorial April 29, 1967, the day after Ali's refusal

to be inducted, did not deal with the abrogation of his rights.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



110
Instead, the Times editorial}Clay vs. the Army,"considered the effect
of Ali's refusal on the public as a whole:

In samewhat blurred but discernible form the case of
Cassius Clay. . .poses to the nation the issue of selective
conscientious objection to military service—-an issue that
is being raised increasingly by young men opposed to the war
in Vietnam. . . .

The draft board denied Mr. Clay's original application
for conscientious objector status, apparently because he
is not opposed to all wars but only those that his Muslim
religion has not declared to be the will of Allah. His sub-
sequent application for exemption as a minister of religion
was likewise denied presumably because the board was not
convinced by his argument that religious work is his principal
occupation and prizefighting only a sideline.

The Federal Courts have sustained the Selective Service
System on both of these issues. They have likewise ruled
against a suit by Mr. Clay challenging the entire system on
the ground that Negroes are inadequately represented on
draft boards. He has complicated his case by also raising
a political objection to the war in Vietnam. He argues
that, as a Negro, he does not intend to fight against
the darkskinned people of Asia.

No case arising among student critics of the Vietnam war
or others who object to the United States' involvement there
offers a precise parallel to that of the heavyweight champion.
But there is a common thread which, if accepted by the nation,
would chip away the foundation of universally shared obli-
gation on which the Selective Service System rests.

Citizens camnot pick and choose which wars they wish
to fight any more than they can pick and choose which laws
they wish to cbey, However, if Cassius Clay and other
draft—age objectors believe the war in Vietnam is unjust,
they have the option of going to jail for their beliefs.

This is the same hard choice that civil rights demon-
strators faced in protesting unjust laws upholding racial
segregation. Civil disobedience entails a penalty, but
the risk is less than for those young men who willingly
serve their comg.gg in Vietnam and other places of hard-
ship and danger.

The Times editorial seemed to be misleading. In stating that
"citizens cannot pick and choose which wars they wish to fight," the
Times failed to mention that the Vietnam war was uniquely different

from most—it was never declared. Without official Congressional
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sanction, the war could hardly have been considered totally "legal."
So if Ali and others raised political objections to the war, those ob-
jections might have been worthy of more than "the option of going to
jail for their beliefs." The "common thread" that would erode the
foundation of the Selective Service System, the refusal to fight in a
war that Congress did not officially recognize, may have finally acted
as the catalyst to end the United States' involvement in Vietnam.

But more telling was the Times' sanctimonious view that the
proponents of civil disobedience risked less than did the "young men
who willingly serve their country in Vietnam and other places of hard-
ship and danger." Ali had risked his career and his future. He had
also been publicly castigated and stripped of his livelihood. In a
conversation with Lipsyte, he had intimated the ultimate risk his stand
might entail.

Lipsyte had said to the boxer, "Well, you've talked about somecne
so poisoned with hate he'd kill you and think he was doing the country
a favor. It wouldn't serve any point, your getting killed." To which
Ali replied, "Every day they die in Vietnam for nothing. I might as well
die right here for samething."310

The next day, April 30, in the "Week in Review" section, “Cassius
vs. Armmy," the Times repeated its assertion that Ali might became a
rallying point for opposition to the draft and the war:

. . .But beyond [the] legalistic steps may lie greater

consequences, not only for Clay himself, but for the nation's
Negroes and indeed for the nation itself. It is the pos-

sibility that Clay may became a new symbol and rallying
point for opposition to the draft and the Vietnam war.
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i;, in ¥ littleev:dmtlnttbeclmps
:mthq Muslim] movement has influenced
¢ toiéin But Clay, as a symbol of defiance
draft “}amrinmchnpa'oentofthe_

] ' ) while the Negro population
umlleperaent. way bave far greater influemce.3ll

If "uuza;scarmtp:.ckaxﬁdbosewtuchwarstleywishto
fight any more than theyc.?npz.ck and choose which laws they wish to
cbey, " the'blacks were moxé than good citizens. Ali, to the Times,
scsma ™5 o thceat h black seprsbentation i the war. The previous
rights demonstrators fmrd»#mmm wjust laws yoholding racial
segregation” mmlvadammdabexmm jail. Ea.rllerc:Lv:Ll dls— -
obedz.ence over c:.v:.l r.uglrts had ostensibly led to gzeate:r str:des toward
rac;alequal:.ty Butlfequnlltymeanttmtblacksmﬂdhweﬂnctame
to die in higher numbers than whites (220 percent) in Vietnam's jungles,
then the Times conjecture that Ali might become a symbol for black op-

position to the draft and war was quite valid. Ali's stand of civil
discbhedience might very well have ended in imprisonment. But his in-
carceration, like that of the civil rights activists before him, might
have swayed public opinion——at least black public opinion.

With Ali on the sidelines, an eight-man toumey to detemmine

a new heavyweight champion was announced. Lipsyte wrote:

With €lay out, these men represent a mediocre, but
fairly evenly matched, heavyweight class.

Scawe boxing e hold that. . .Clay's removal will
stismulate intexest in boxing, [This] is shortsighted.
Hehtmnm-bmd.ngfmsmtoﬂnsportbecuueofhis
personal appeal, and the new customers may leave with him.

Yhaxe does this leave Clay? ,

Bven if he should be licensed ("doubtful") no boxing
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pranoter would take the chance of going against the
new canbine or incurring the wrath of his local
patriotic organizations or losing money in the
match. And who would fight Clay and give up a title
opportunity in this new set-up?312

Lipsyte's final statement perhaps summed up Ali's entire pre-
dicament:
The political, social and legal ramifications of Clay's
fight for draft exemption are camplex and touch on many
areas rubbed raw by current events. Clay feels that he
has been discriminated against because of "color and creed."
But in boxing, the discrimination was purely economic, and
in boxing Clay will have little opportunity for redress or
recourse or appea.l.313
After winning all 29 of his bouts as a pro, Muhammad Ali,
heavyweight champion of the world, was retired at age 25. He would not

box competitively for 42 months. Such were the "economics" of the times.
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Chapter 5
EPTLOGUE

On June 20, 1967, two months after he refused induction into the
Armmy, Ali was convicted of draft evasion. He received the maximmm pun-
ishment: five years in prison and a $10,000 fine.l

Ali appealed the sentence and, while his case proceeded through
the courts, he made his living primarily by giving lectures at colleges
and rallies.? As sentiment toward the Vietnam war became more unpopular,
Ali found more and more speaking engagements. At one point, he was the
most sought~after speaker in the nation, behind Senators Edmund Muskie
and Edward Kennedy.> He also appeared in a Broadway musical, "Buck
White," which had seven performances before closing.4 His performance
was praised by critics.?

The fighter was not allowed to pursue his liwvelihood—boxing.
A bout was arranged in Tokyo, with Ali's promise that he would report
to officials at the American Embassy and fly back to the United States

6 The Supreme

the day after the fight, but his passport was canceled.
Court turned down a petition to let him cross the Canadian border for
18 hours to fight Joe Frazier in Toroni:o.7 Pramoters tried, and failed,
to arrange bouts in cities such as Tampa, Florida; Macon, Georgia; Hot
Springs, Arkansas; Columbus, Ohio; and Jackson, Mississippi.8 Even a
proposed bout at the Gila River Indian Reservation, in Sacaton, Arizona,
was turned down because of the tribe's "military and historical he:n:it:age’.'9
The only way Ali was able to fight was in a computerized tourney,
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based on the records of current and former champions, in which he lost
to James L. Jef:(feries.]'0 Ali sued the pramoters of the computerized
matchup, saing, "They won't let me earn a living anymore, and my name
is all I've got. Now samebody is trying to ruin that, too."1l

Elijah Muhammad suspended Ali from the Muslims for one year--and
took away his name of Muhammad Ali-—after Ali told Howard Cosell during
an interview that he would like to fight again because he needed the
Money.12 said Elijah Muhammad:

I want the warld to know that Muhammad Ali has

stepped down off the spiritual platform of Islam...
we, the Muslims, are not with Muhammad Ali in his
desire to work in sports for the sake of a "lettle"
money. . . .We shall call him Cassius Clay. We take
away the name of Allah from him until he proves worthy
of that name.l3 '

On August 11, 1970, Ali was issued a license to fight in Atlanta
on October 26, against the top-rated contender, Jerry Quarxy.l4 His
long exile from the ring over, Ali's boxing license in New York also was
restored when a Federal Judge ruled that Ali had been denied his rights
under the Fourteenth Amendment.l® The judge ruled that under the Admend-
ment, which provides equal protection under the law, Ali's license must
be restored because the New York State Athletic Cammission has been
granting boxing licenses to deserters from the military and, therefore,
could not discriminate against a1i.16

Ali stopped Quarry in the third round, then knocked out Oscar
Bonavena in the fifteenth round in New York December 7 to set up a
title bout with Joe Frazier, the heavyweight chanpion.17

On March 8, 1971, in New York, Frazier knocked Ali down for the
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first time in Ali's professional career and won a fifteen-round de—
cision.l® The defeat was Ali's first in 32 professional fights.

But the defeat was balanced by his legal victory. On June 28,
1971, the United States Supreme Court cleared Ali of his conviction
for refusing induction into the Amy.lg But the High Court's decision
had a bizarre twist, as Bob Woodward and Scott Ammstrong wrote in The
Brethren:20
The case had already came up to the Court two
tems before, and the conference had voted not to
hear it, thus letting Ali's conviction stand. A last-
minute revelation by the government that Ali had been
overheard by a national-security wiretap had prevented
the decision from being announced [the wiretaps had oc-
curred when the FBI bugged Ali's conversations with
Martin Luther King].2l
The case went back to the lower courts and again reached the
High Court in April, 1970. Solicitor General Griswold argued that
Muslims would participate in a war against the Vietcong if the Viet~
cong were attacking Muslims and added that, since Ali said he would
participate in a holy war, he was not really a conscientious objectm'.22
The Court agreed with Griswold, 5 to 3, that Ali was not a
conscientious objector. But Justice Harlan, assigned to write the
majority opinion, was persuaded to read some Muslim literature by one
of his clerks and became convinced that Ali opposed all wars. He also
"was persuaded that the govermment had mistakenly painted Ali as a
racist, misinterpreting the doctrine of the Black Muslims despite the
Justice Department's own hearing examiner's finding that Ali was sin-

cerely opposed to all wars."23
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Harlan's draft, which said "Black Muslim doctrine teaches 'that
Islam is the religion of peace. . .and that war-making is the habit of
the race of devils [whites]. . .and [that Islam] forbids its members to
carry amms or weapons of any kind/" created a 4 to 4 split in the Court. 24
The deadlock meant that Ali still would go to jail—and that, since de-
cisions equally divided had no written opinion, he would not know why
he lost his legal battle,2?

But Justice Stewart proposed that the Court cite a technical
error by the Justice Department, thus setting Ali free without setting
a precedent for rulings on conscientious objectors.26 The Court agreed.
Ali did not go to jail.

Ali had 12 more fights before meeting Frazier again. But he was
almost sidetracked fram his goal of regaining the heavyweight title
when he was defeated by Ken Norton March 31, 1973, in San Diego.2’

Norton won a 12-round decision (Ali's second loss in 43 bouts) and broke
Ali's jaw, putting the fighter out of the ring for six months.

On January 28, 1974, Ali defeated Frazier (who had lost the title
to George Foreman) in a 12-round decision in New York, then joined Floyd
Patterson as the only boxer to regain the heavyweight title when he
knocked out Foreman in the eighth round in Kinshasa, Zaire.28

Ali met Frazier again in the Philippines, winning "the Thrilla
in Manila" in a fourteenth-round knockout October 1, 1975.%°

On February 15, 1978, Ali in his 58th professional bout, lost
his title to Leon Spinks on a split decision at Las Vegas. But in his

59th bout, September 15, 1978, he made boxing history, scoring a
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unanimous victory over Spinks in New Orleans to become the first boxer
to win the heavyweight title three times.30

Ali retired after the second Spinks fight, but could not stay
retired. On October 2, 1980, in a quest for his fourth heavyweight
title, the 38-year-old Ali, in his 60th professional bout, failed to

answer the bell for the 1lth round against champion Larry Ho].mes.31

Ali earned his largest purse, $8 million, for the title bout.32
Patterson, Frazier and Foreman all retired from the ring.
Ali's first professional opponent, Tunney Hunsaker, became a police
chief in Fayetteville, West Virginia, while Henry Cooper became a
campany director in London. 33 Tony Esperti, his third opponent, ended
up in prison, and his ninth, Alex Miteff, started a limousine service.34
Sonny Liston is dead, the victim of a heroin overdose.35 So
is Zora Folley, who struck his head on the side of a swimming pool.36
So are Sonny Banks, Ali's 1llth professional opponent, and Oscar Bona-
vena, his 3lst. Banks died of head injuries suffered in a later bout;
Bonevena was shot to death after an altercation.37
Ali survived., After 20 years as a professional boxer, after
prolonged legal battles, after three and one-half years in "exile"
and after incurring the wrath of many of his country's citizens, Ali

had proved at least one point: He was a surviwvor.
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Chapter 6
CONCLUSION

"How good is Clay?" snorts Joe Louis, 'I don't think anybody
will ever know how good he is. There's nobody around to test him."

--Joe Louis!

Louis was partially right. In the ring, between 1960 and 1967,
few men actually tested Ali's ability. But out of the ring, Ali was re-
peatedly tested, especially by the press.

Cosell was correct when he said earlier that the "0Old World
writers wanted [Ali] to live by their ocode, the same mythological sports
legend that through all these years these non—contemporary men had been
propounding. . .and they wanted another Joe Louis. . .a white man's

| black man."

But Ali, saying, "I'm free to be who I want," did not give the
writers, Old or New World, what they wanted. His allegiance to the
Muslims—-"a racist hate organization"-—and his name change-~"editors
insisted that Ali was Clay"--threatened the existing order. Llpsyte had
written that "Ali's contention was that the Establishment was frightened
by the power of his new name and the implications that Negroes would cast
off their slave names and rise to freedom."

Ironically, the Muslims were miscast in their role as a racist
hate organization. Malcolm X, on the subject of hate, said, "Wwhen we
Muslims had talked about 'the devil white man'he had been relatively
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abstract, saneone we Muslims rarely came into contact with. . . .The
white man so guilty of white supremacy can't hide his quilt by trying to
accuse The Honorable Elijah Muhammad of teaching black supremacy and hate.
All Mr. Muhammad is doing is trying to uplift the black man's mentality
and the black man's social and econamic condition in this country. n2

On the doctrine of racism, Malcolm X claimed that the Muslims
were similarily misunderstood:

The Honorable Elijah Muhammad teaches that for the
black man in America the only solution is complete separ-
ation from the white man. . . .

{Elijah Muhammad] teaches us that since Western
society is deteriorating, it has become overrun with
immorality, and God is going to judge it, and destroy
it. And the only way the black people caught up in this
society can be saved is not to integrate into this cor-
rupt society, but to separate fram it, to a land of our
own, where we can reform ourselves, lift up our moral
standards, and try to be godly. The Westermn world's most
learned diplamats have failed to solve this grave race
problem. Her leamed legal experts have failed. Her
sociologists have failed. Her civil leaders have failed.
Her fraternal leaders have failed. Since all of these
have failed to solve this race problem, it is time for us
to sit down and reason! I am certain that it takes God
Himself to solve this grave racial dilemma.

Every time I mentioned "separation," some of them would
cry that we Muslims were standing for the same thing that
white racists and demagogues stood for. I would explain the
difference. "No! We reject segregation even more militantly
than you say you do! We want separation, which is not the
same." The Honorable Elijah Muhammad teaches us that segre-
gation is when your life and liberty are controlled, rele-
gated by someone else. To segregate means to control.
Segration is that which is forced upon inferiors by superiors.
But separation is that which is done woluntarily, by two
equals—for the good of both! The Honorable Elijah Muhammad
teaches us that as long as our people here in America are
dependent ypon the white man, we will always be begging him
for jobs, food, clothing and housing. And he will always
control our lives, regulate our lives, and have the power
to segregate us. The Negro here in America has been treated
like a child. A child stays within the mother until the time
of birth! when the time of birth arrives, the child must be

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



138
separated, or it will destroy the mother and itself. The
mother can't carry the child after its time. The child
cries for and needs its own world.3

Lipsyte tried to understand the Muslim doctrine, spending time
with Ali and, before Ali's falling out with Elijah Muhammad, with Mal-
colm X. But Lipsyte, though admittedly "even-handed" in his reporting
on Ali, also was shackled by the "balanced. . .strait-jacketed way the
Times defined news as a series of recent occurrences or official pro-
nouncements or logical, 'responsible' speculations, often to the ex-
clusion of moods, common knowledge, or 'outsider' intelligence that was
sametimes years ahead of the facts." Lipsyte's stories on Ali were
straight-forward and dispassionate. Lipsyte wrote as an observer, grad-
ually shedding light on Ali and his Muslim beliefs, but never passing
judgment. In that respect, especially because of stories that referred
to the Muslims as racist hate sect, Lipsyte's reporting might be con-
sidered sympathetic.

Daley, in contrast, wrote a subjective colum. Lipsyte said
that Daley's approach was "traditional, conservative, sentimentally
nostalgic," and added, "We were perfect foils for each other, we appealed
to different readers, we often took opposite views on an issue. . . .

Daley's view of Ali followed a traditional, conservative, senti-
mentally nostalgic line. Ali had been, literally, Cassius Clay, a good
American. He then became Muhammad Ali, bad Muslim. Daley was almost
always impressed with Ali's ability as a boxer, but he became totally
disenchanted with what he considered Ali's stance as a Muslim. The
irony of Daley's contentions was that he seemed uninformed about Muél:'m
doctrine. Malcolm X's book, which described Muslim philosophy, had been
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published in 1964. But Daley, from his simplistic statements on the
Muslims, did not seem to have read it or any other literature on the
Muslims. He maintained that Ali was "brainwashed" by the Muslims, though
he never seemed to understand the doctrine Ali supposedly was braimwashed
by.

A 1959 television show, "The Hate That Hate Produced," portrayed
the Muslims as "preaching hate of white people.” Malcolm X said that
the newspapers, after the show was aired, called the program "Alaming,"
and said the Muslims were "hate-messengers. . .[a] threat to the good
relations between the races. . .black segregationists. . .black supre-
macists and the like."®

Daley, given the nature of his attacks on the Muslims, fell right
into step with the alamists. An Old World writer, he could not under-
stand the Muslime and why the heavyweight champion was affiliated with
them.

Between 1960 and 1967, Daley and Lipsyte seemed not so much
foils for aone another as subjective columist and objective reportern
Lipsyte did not inject opinions in his stories; Daley did in his colums.
Daley's colums had no rebuttals. |

The Times also regarded Ali as a threat. Its editorial logic,
that those quilty of civil discbedience should go to jail for their
beliefs, could easily have haunted the paper when it later published the
classified "Pentagon Papers." The idea that, if Ali resisted the draft,
others might also try to resist,: carried little or no clout. The Muslims,

as the Court later came to understand, were opposed to war. The Times
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might just as well have noted that Jehovah's Witnesses presented the same
threat to national security (by being opposed to war and to military ser-
vice) as did the Muslims. And the Times might have done same research on
Muslim doctrines before commenting on Ali's case.

The Times also seemed to be confused by Ali's name, referring to
him as Cassius Clay in headlines and Cassius Clay and Muhammad Ali in copy.
Sametimes he was referred to as Clay and Ali in the same story. The Times
never appeared to have a policy, though Lipsyte wrote about the "smug arro-
gance with which the Times editors had insisted that Ali was Clay "until he
changed his name legally.

The confusion over what to call Ali seemed symptomatic of the
Times coverage of him between 1960 and 1967. Confusion over his religion,
his ability, his moods, his sincerity, his military status, and even his
patriotism made Ali good copy. So did the boxer's quips, statements and
doggerel. Between his first mention in the Times, when he was 18 years
old, and his refusal to be inducted, at 25, Ali had provided seven years
of copy.

The Times, as a paragon of journalism in America, had fed on that
copy. But, despite the seven-year "relationship" with the boxer, it never
really understood his contention that he did not have to be what others

wanted him to be.
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"Leisurely rereading one's old, hastily written newspaper stories
is always a squirmy business; the best turned phrases, if they were really
that good, are now cliches, and the precious fact that was exclusive the
day it was reported is now an archeologist's shard beneath a ruined tower
of misinformation. The eye tries toskipover all the clumsy phrases, in-
correct details, pampous predictions, and off-the-wall insights. Reading
old clips, you can only hope that the concept, the attitude really, of the
piece holds up, that it is all still basically true.

"when it is, when later events seem to confirm the 'truth' of
what you have written, you then begin to wonder if your piece contributed
to those later events, if, in effect, the story helped give life to later
events.

"And if it did——God or Allah help us——could it be that there was
more manipulation involved in your writing the story than there was the
'right of a free press'? Could it be that journalism is so structured
that the reporter and his reader are inevidable victims of that cynical

setup called 'news'?"

— Lipeyte, SportsWorld’
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