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CHAPTER I
From Versallles To Valhalle

On September 1, 1932, the dark cloud which hed
hoversed over Europe for the previocus twenty years
finally unleashed 1ts tragic contenis. Before the
storm subsided six years later, over hslf of the globe
had been washed in the blood of mankind. Imperceptible
o most, the storm begen to form lmmediately after the
19195 Pesce Conference end as the years passed it gradu=~
ally increased in size and threst, finelly assuming
the shape of & wild-eyed, dark-haired, mustachiosd
little man whose volce pealed like thunder from the
beer halls of Wunich. By 18335, a few realized its
ominocus portent, many more saw and chose to Ignore it,
thinking 1t would passz and bscome absorbed in the
stmoaphere of g8 false psace., Conasequently, not until
1839 did the world fully reallize that s major catastros
phas was upeon it.

If Napoleon wag child of s rsvolution, Hitler
was born of a pesce tresty. When the victorious powers
met at Versailles in 1919, they fashioned five funde~
mental ingredients into whet they called a formuls for

“le
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peace; Iin reallty, it may bs argued, they wrote out
2 recipe for war. Essentlally, the terms provided for:
territorial changes commensurate with the ldea of gelfw-
determination; reparations in restitution for beginning
an sgressive wari disarmament and demilitarizations
security; snd the Covenant of the Lsague of Rations.
In some measure, sall fivs directly sffected defeasted
Germanys The tsrms of Verselllss were hard and exe
acting but hardly Carthaginien in nature. They were the
result of a suceession of compromises. While the other
victorious powers, notably Great Britain, levored less
demanding terms, France, with her traditional fear of
German might, insiszted upon & prostrate Germenye. Instead
of an stmwosphers of tranquility, the peace confersnce
crested a psychosis of war, and with 1t the assertion
of Cerman "war gullt,® sn sccuszation no Germsn was willing
%o sccepts Thus, the psace sconfersnce convoked to end
future wars produced s “Eiﬁ&at,” and the "Diktat™ helped
give rise to a dictetor whe in turn completed the viclous
cirecle by begimning another wers

From 1519 to 1925, bscauae of repaeration payments
and milltary occupation, Germany suffered constant and
personal reminders of defeat. ¥ot until the conclusion

of the locsrno Pact in 1925 by Germany, Great Britain,

Frence, Italy, and Belglum did Germany attain eny
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measurable desree of equality with other notionss In
addition to other messures, Locarno provided for a
Jolnt guarantee of (ermany's western frontisrs and
the demiliterized Rhineland gone, and as a result
created a more peaceful atmosphers for the next four
years and prepared Germany's entry Into the Leagus of
Nations In 1928. The Locarno spirit was sbort-lived,
howaver, for es the financlel crisis became the focal
point of world attention, the year 1529 found Europe
once agein torn by anxisties,

Taroughout the postewar period, reparations
constituted one of Furope's wmoet serious problems., It
was 2 bitter pill for CGermsny to swallow, not only
becauss she wag financlally bankrupt but also becsusze
the payment of reparations implied sole gullt for the
weres To facilitete the cumbersome repsration paymentsa,
the Dawes Flan went into effect in 1924 but ended in
failure five yeers later, Conseguently, because of
Germeny's reluctance and inabllity to kesp up her
obligationa and owing to the declins in Huropean
prosperity, the Youn; Plen wes inatituted to provide
& saner, more liberal reparations policy. The Young
Plan really never went into effect, however, for as
the depression deepened, hope was largely abandoned

of continuing the present system of reparations. In
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1631, President Hoover propossd a one year moratorium,
end in 1832 Chancellor Bruening announced Germany's
inebility to continue payments.

By 1932, dissarmement was once agaln one of the
wain problsms confronting European stabtssmens It hed
been ons of the principal ilssuss evelving from the
Treaty of Versallles, the i1dea bsing theat all nations
would disarm on e basig of egquality. Wnile attractive
in theory, it wes disappointing in prectice. France
had remained the strongeat millitary powsr in Burope and
her friends haed meintelined thelr ermies st an lmpressive
strengthe This was rankling to & CGermany now slmost
totally disarmed, and so 1t was with some Justification
that Chancellor Brusning, at the opsning of the World
Disarmament Conference in 1932, put forward Germany's
claim to rearm on 8 basgls of equality with other
nationss. Prance, on the other hand, propesed an
international militery force. Batween the two, Great
Britain followsd an uncertain, vacillating policy. By
the end of 1932, a compromlse proposal had been
advanced but one which each state interpreted diiferw
ently, so0 that Ly the end of the year the cause for
digsarmament was steadily lesing gzround, finslly resching
its demise when Hitler came to power in 1933.

In evaluating Anglo~German relations between 1919
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and 1933, certain baaic facts seem to bs paramounts
Mrst, it must be remombsred that Jermany enjoyed,
during this period, very little of what might be
called an independent forelignm policy. What small
amount of Independsnce she did have was closely tied
to the Tresty of Versallles and through it to the
Isague of Natlons so that she was generally elmost
entirely dependent upon the peliclesg of ths other Great
Fowers. Conseguently, Germany lacked any real power
to makes bilateral agreemonts and its foreign policy is,
thereby, difficult to svaluste., This was clearly
perceptible in 1931 when Gsrmany, in an attempt to
solve her financlal dllemme, was prevented from
Joining Austrias in & customs unien largsly because of
French objectiona. In general, however, Jermany was
mich less hostils to Great Britain. France was still
her real enemy and the principel barrier to her ever
sgain bseoming a firsterate powers. As a result,
Germany 19@&&@ to Britain as her only bope in hreaking
the ahackles of Versallles and freeing hersslf of
diplonmatic lsolation.

The British seemed tc reciprocate thias friendly
spirits Britain's policy during this perioed, however,
essentially sesmed to be one of allaving French fesrs

of Germany on ths one hand and helping Germany overcome
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her feeling of inferiority and resentment on the other
without taking sides with elther one, Great Britein
failled to appreciste France's traditional fesr of
Gesrmany snd often appeared to look upon France &s morse
of s potentlal enemy than Germeny. Seversl times
during this period, Britain found herself at odds with
her old ally of World War I end did not want to ses a
powarful France the dominant forece in Buropean politicae.
Other factors also caused Great Britain to
adopt a friendly attlitude bowards Germeny. 3SBritain
wanted to see a atronger, more prosperous Germany emerys
from the ashes of World Way I becsuse she felt thet a
stable Germeny would commercially benaeflt both countries.
She did not, as some maintelin, fear an economice rivalry
to any great sxtent. In addition, she looked Tavorably
on a8 strony CGermany as a bulwark asgeinst the communist
threat from the esst. It iz sasy to sxaggerals the
importance of this factor in terms of s prosgpective
Fussian invaslion of Europs; on the otheéer hand Britein
had justifiable fesrs that Germany might underge an
internal conversion to communism., Bui probably her
moat Ilmportant resson for favoring a strong Germany
lay in Britein's desire %o ses established in central
Europe a force strong enough partially to off-set the
powerful position of Frasnces. In this, she rsturned to
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her old policy of the bslance of power, a policy which
had to bes revised somewhat to conform to the espirit

of Versallles and her commitments in the League of
Natlons.

In summary, therefrrs, 1t can be ssid thet
Anglo~German relations from 1919 to 1933, end even up
to 1938, rested on & felrly Ifriendly basise. Perhaps
wore than anyone else, Britain wae responsible for the
regstorstion of & strong Germsn state. In this light,
it is not difficult to understand Britain's later
policies of appsasement. They were not new, for they
had their origins in the psried from the Treaty of
Versailles to the risze of Adolph Hitler.

When Hitler came to power in 1933, he was not
unsware of Grest Britsin's past friendliness towards
Germeny. Nor had hig eavrliler sdsmirstion for the Hritish
changed., In Mein Kampf, Hitler had rsvesled an early
admirstion for the British. "With England alone,™ he
anild, "could one begin the new Germenic invesion. To
gain her favor no szacrifice should be too graat;”l

His actions upon acceszsion to power indicated that he

1 o :
Adolph Hitler, Mein Kempf, (New York: Reynal
% Hitchcock, 1936), 182=B8, —
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had not altered these earlier feelingss, In fact, in
1933 the i1des of securing an slliance with Grest
Britaln constituted the number onse polint of his
forelgn pelicy programe Hitler was not motivated by
feslings of brotherly love for the British, however,
for hls policy was one of trying to convince Britein
thet Russia, belng Germany's obvious snemy, was also
Britein's enemy, and that a strong Germeny would be
Britain's best guardlen against & Russien threst from
the east. In other words, Hitler was willing %o
recognize British supremscy on the seas for & free
hand 1n esstern Rurops.

When Hltler failed in his sarly stbempts te reach
&n alilance with Great Britain, he began to look around
for someone who could complete thls important task. In
this regard, he became interested in & rising young
diplomat named Joschim von Ribbentrops From the time
of his first mesting with Hitler in 1932, Ribbentrop
began to play an ever increasing role in the Fushrer's
foreign policy, snd between 1934~1239 hls influsnce
with Hitler increased sc repldly that eventually he
was to become Hitlert's "aecond Bismarck." Although st
the outset both Hitler and Ribbentrop were pro-British,
both believing that an alliance with Great Britaln
could be obtained, it was Ribbentrop, much before Hitler,
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#ho reslized that this could never be.

But degpite the favorable relatiocns exlsting
bsiwesn fireat Britaln emd Ssrwany between 1919 and
1835 and desplits Hitler's pro«Rfrltish sentiments, the
two countries in 1939 found themselves once agein st
wars Whyt Did Hitler bLelieve that becguse Britain
hed favored a stronzer Germeny after Versallles that
she would not oppose him 1f he sttacked Poland? Or was
it becsuse he belisved that on the basls of Sritsinl's
record of appeasement an? paclification she waa too
wosk and cowardly to fizght s rearmed Germeny? If so,
what led him to thess convictiona? These are the
important qusstions of this papsr, and a conzlderable
portion of the answer seems to lie in Joschim ven
Ribbentrop end his role in Hitler's forelgn policy
during the eventful yesars, 1934-1930,



CHAPTER IX
BERLIR

The l1life of Joachim won Ribbentrop began amid
rathar modest circumstances. Anyone observing young
Joachim during his youth would have seen nothing to
fortell his future notoriety and fame and it is doubt-
ful if Ribdbentrop even glimpsed the path thet was to
éarry him, at Hitler's slde, to world prominence,

But in describing Ribbentrop's early life, one
is unfortunately confronted with ehscure snd con-
flicting reporta. Nost of the detallas have been
furnished by Ribbentrop himself or by his friends and
scquaintances and to what extent they have been colored
i difficult to say. It is, consequently, safe %o
assums that the Yoffieial" account of Ribbentrop's
early life is not entirely rellsble.

The youngest of three brothers and one sister,
Joachim Ribbentrop was born on April 30, 1853 in

1
Wesel~am=Rhein. Joachim's fether, Richard Ribbentrop,

1l
Paul Seabury, The Wilhelmstirassse (Ios Angeles:
University of California Press, 108064), 46.

10w
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a captain in the Kalser's army, was the fifth
gensration of his famlly to serve as officers in
Germen and Hanoverisn armies. In tracing Ribbentrop's
direct ancestry, it eppears that the only one to attalin
even a slight degres of fame was General Friedrich
Wilhelm Johann Ribbentrop who served besids Bxucharg
at Waterloo and was reported to have been a close
friend of General ?brzksa

Thres years after Joschim's birth, the famlly
moved to Metz (s Germen city since 1871), and there
the mother died of tuberculosis in 1802. Young Ribbenw

trop received his sarly education in the Ksiserliches

Lyzeum in Metz. while in Metz, his father encouraged
his son to continue his studles st e repubtable mili-
tary school to prepare him for an army caresr. Joachim,

however, owing in part to a frail condltion inherited

%Blucher, Gebhard Lebrecht von3 1742-1819
Prussian Fleld Marshal, sided Wellington in Napoleon's
defeat at Weterlooy nicknamed "Marshall Forward.”

5
~ Yorck, von Wartenburg, Hans David Ludwlg,
1755 ~1830, German count, Germen Field Marshal, Governor-
General of Hast and West Prussla, commanded segment
of the Army of Liberation against Nepoleon,
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from his mother, showed little enthusissm for the
rigors of Germen mlilitarism and chose to dissppeoint
his father by expressing an interest in less exacting
fislds.

The detells of Ribbentrop's early childhood sre
extremely sketchy. 3Even so, it la evident that he was
much spolled, firat by his mother end later by his
aunt, Gertrude von Ribbentrop, who, following his
mother's death, lived for long perieds in the Ribbentrop
household, His early school years comprise s record
of misohief, frequent brushes with trouble, and leas
than mediocre ascholmstlic achlevements, except for a
marked eptitude for languages. Purswing this linguiastic
telent, and supported by his aunt, Ribbentrop spent
the next several yesre s tudying in French, Swiss, snd
English schools. In later yearz, conflicting reporis
were clrculated regarding the results of these varlous
aczdemic pursults, his friends msinteining that he was
"an excellent student® while his enemies countered
that he had bean:é

a mediocrs student; expelled from three schools
for Iinfrections of dlscipline; snd that he dis~
sipated a fortune inherited from s uncle in
drinking end other debaucheries while in Iondon
and Parls.

Regardless of the truth of theas reports, the

4, "
Who Is Ribbentrop,™ Living Age, CCCL (Mar-Aug,
1936), 328,
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fact remsins thet he neither finished his course at
London Imiversity nor subjscted himselfl to exami-
nation st the complation of sny of his lingulatic studies.
Why Ribbsntrop chose not to sbide by normel scademlc
procedures remains somewhat of 2 mystery, and he was
always reluctant to dlscuss thia phese of nies 1ife in
later ysars. DBut despite the fact that he never
formelly completed his Iondon studles, he managed to
acquire conalderable fluency in both French and Engllsh,.
In addition to the soquisition of these language skills,
whieh he put to good use in later years, Ribbentrop
alsc mede many Engllish friends. It 1s this latber
factor thaet appears to be the foundation for Ribbentrop's
Anglophilism and which prompted him in laster years to
refer to England ss hils "second home,."

At the mge of elghteen, Ribbentrop left London
for Canadas During his four years there, he wes
employed variously as a lsborer, bank clerk, time-
keepsr, and small scals importer of wines and liquors.
Altbough bhls wine business was of 1ittle success, he
did enjoy zome degree of social recognition. The
Governer~Genersl of Canada at this time was the Duke
of Comnaught, {son of Queen Victoris, youngest brother
of King Edward VII, and uncle of Kaiser Wilhelm II)

in whose household German was the predominant langusgzde.
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2ince Ribbentrop could speak fluvent f(erman, French,
and English and possessed a certaln sociasl chsrm, it
was apparently not too difficult for him to secure
invitationa to some of the festivitiess held st Rideau
Halle Here, his linguistic skills, his talent for play-
ing the violin, his adeptness at tennis snd brildgs, a
flair for drematlics, sand the soon~to~be famous
Ribbentrop charm, enabled him to become something of
8 favorite in Ottawa's better sociel szets It was
elways & mystery to his Otltews friends vho later mat
bim while he was ambassador to Iondon how the Ribben=-
trop charm bed evolved into an exmgpersisd and overe
besaring a%r@g&mﬁefﬁ Hevertheless, the many friends
and scquaintances Ribbentrop mcquired in Censde served
furthber to sphance his fondness for Britain and the
British people.

Ribbentrop left Canada st the outbreak of ¥orld
War I snd thus avolded detention as an enemy allen.
ihe vear 1914 consequently found him back in Cermsny.
e enlisted in the Hussar Regiment Kumbeyr 12, was aoon
promoted to lieutenant, &nd saw action in Poland and
Russia wheye he dlstinguished himsel! by winning two
Iron Crosses, Flrst and Second Cless., In 1518, he

ﬁPaul Schwarz, This Men Ribbentrop (¥ew York:
Julian Mesaner, Inc., 1943), 27e




«]5w
wag transferred to Constantinople, but since the
particular mlission to which he was attached ended
in feilure bhe returned to Berlin later that same
years Ribbentrop later claimed in his asutoblographical
sketeh in the Gerwan Who's Who that after his return
to Berlin he wes assigned to the one-hundred-and-elzhty
momber CGerman delegstlon to the Versallles Psace
G@mf&r@ﬁcscﬁ But the officisl and un~officisl
publications relating to this delegstlion have yet
to reveal his neme.

Ribbentrop was no sxceptlon to the thousands of
@tha§~dsmab}1izad German officers who after the war
looked hopelesaly about for sn occupation partlally
commensurate with their former statuse. Two of the
most common solutlions to this dllemma were Lo become
merchants or o merry weelth., Ribbsntrop was more
fortunate than wost iy that hie succeeded in dolng both.
Tmmediately after the war, Rlbbentrop once mors
entered the wine business and began & suscessful
career by bribing the sergesnt in charge of ths liguor
supplies for Berlin's officer messes to channel a few
cases his way. In this manner, he was gble to sell
hiz merchandise &t & rofit and replenish his stock.

As Ribbentrop's commsrciasl fortunes increased,

639abury, op. clt., 47.
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his soclal ambitions grew proportionately, In 1820,
he married Amnelies Henckell, the daughter of Otto
Henckell the millionsalre champagne manufacturer.
Although the elder Henckell was Insufficlently lmpressed
with hils new son-in-law to tske him into his fim ss a
partner, hs nevertheless contributed substantially to
Joachim's splralling success by manipulating severel
business deals in the latter's favor. Some of these
manipulations created a virtusl monopoly in some brands
for Ribbentrop's company.

Berlin'g inflstionery postewar days were marked

by looss morals, the breakling down of old barriers, and

the rise of the nouvesux riche. As one of this latter
group, Ribbentrop attained conziderable prominence. He
made an effort %o be seen st all the bolsterous functions,
including the much publiclized "tea dances™ which cone
tinued to all bours of the nighte OQcecasionally he was
seen with his wife, but more frequently alonss Ribben-
trop was an sxcellent and enthusisstic dancer, two
gqualities thet, when combined with his charming manner,
made him populer et these varlious functions,

In 1928, Ribbentrop's socisl status received a
boost when he was legally asdopted by his Aunt Gertrude

and thus entitled to affix the coveted "von® befors
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kis nams.? ¥ost of the old German nobility sneered
at this change, especlelly since there was some
gquestion as to its legallty., But undaunted, Ribben~
trop widely publicized his new fortune and lost no
timeé in renamin: his businsss "The Von Ribbentyrop
Company"”

8%111, desplite the fact that he was now &
wonlthy merchant, the soneinelaw of a millionalre,
snd & member of a titled famlly, Ribbentrop's appstlte
for soclal prominsncs remoinsd unzstisfled. He longed
to bresk into diplomatic aoclety, and to thls end ha
exploited every means at his dispoasls. He made an
effort to ba seen st as many diplomatie functions as
poasible and entertained minor diplometic officlala at
his lavigh Dehlem Ville, presenting them with generous
gifte of wines and liguors. Thesge efforts resulted in
hie becoming better known, but it wes not until he
attached himsel! to Hitler's band wagon that they bsgan
to bear frult,.

When the Negi Party flrst began o take roots
during the 1920's, Ribbentrop was nelther a Hazl nor a

Nazl sympathizer, But he was a fanstical antiebolzheviat

"Department of State. United States Office of
Chief of Counsel For Prosscution of Axie Criminallty,
Hazi Conspirecy & Aggression, I-VIII, 2 supplements
{Washingtont U. S. Government Printing Office, 1946),
VII, 1l4. Hereafter known as Nazl Conspiracy %

Agpression.
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and & clever opportuniszt who never faliled to taks
advantege of any favorable opportunity to express
publicly his hatred of bolzhevism. There 1is some
Question as to when Ribbentrop formally joined the
Fazl partye One version cleims that it wag In 1530
under sn assumed name, but g more official source dates
his party membership from 1932, However this may be,
it 12 certain that Ribbentrop was sciive in MNaszi party
cilrcles on the eve of Hitler's accession to power.

The first meeting between Hitler and Ribbentrop
waa brought about through the efforts of Vicco Ksrl wvon
Buelow-Pchwante, a bleck sheep of a famous family. One
ey in 1932, Hitler was lsmenting the fact that he had
noe one around him who could intelligently read the
Iordon Times and Le Temps, Viceo immedliately interested
Eitler in von Ribbentrop whom he described ss & prospsrous
young wins merchant fluent in both French and English
and who had many influentisl BEnglish contscts, Hitler
was intsrested and the two men finally met a2t Hitler's
Berghof in Rerchtesgesden on August 12, 1832, Hitler
was not only impressed wilth the young wine wmerchant's
potential political velue to the party but with his
so0cisbility as wells In the ensuing wonths, Hitler
was 8 frequent dinner guest at ths Ribbenirop homes

snd he csme to be equally fond of Ribbsntropta wife es
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they shared the same testes in culasine and art.

Ribbentrop assiated in Hitler's accession to
power Dy acting as s gow-bstween in srranging the
meetin bDetween Hitler snd von Papeng at Ribbentropts
home in Januvary 1033, It was at this meeting that
the infamous bargain was struck meking Hitler chancel-
lors Ribbentrop later exszgersted the lmportance of
his role in Hitler's sccesslon to power by stating
that it wae through hils medistion the Hitler government
was formed.

When Hitler cameé to poweyr in 1933, he named
Alfred Raaﬁnﬁargg as chief of the Wazl Parbty's foreign

a?@pﬁm, Franz von ~ Germsn diplomat who wase
¥ilitary Atteche in Washingbon and Wexico City, 1913-
1918, and was expelled from U.8. for fomenting sasbotage;
Reich Chancellor (succeeding Brusning), June 1932
August 19343 Relich Comrisasar for Prussias, 1933;
%g@aial Flenipotentiary for the Sasar, 19353-1934;
negotiator of Concordat with the Vatican, July 1933;
German ambsgsador to Auvetris, 1934-1938; appointed
Plenipotentiary Minlster Extraordinary on specilal
miassion to Austris Ly Hitler, 19363 swarded Golden Party
Badge of Honor by Hitler after Anschluss; Ambggsador to
Turkey, 1939-1944.

YRosenberg, Alfred - First editor of Nazi newse
paper, Voelkischer Boebachter, 19213 participated in
1823 wunich putachi eppolinted Hitler's private envoy
in Iondon, 19333 Relchlelter and head of Nazl Party
Office for Foreign Polley and Ideclegy, 19333 Reich
¥inister for the (cecupled Eastern Territories, 154l;
member of the Relchstagy publisher of party perilodical,
Sanatshafte; officlal Nazi phllosophsr; suthor of Myth

th Century end other involved treatises on

azz"ab Trine,
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program and empowered Ribbentrop to assist hime In
time, this lieson led to the formmtion of a special

buresu later to be known as the Bueroc Ribbentrope

It had no officisl government sanction other than as

the party's watchdoy on the Wilbelm strasse. Soon,

Ribbentrop and Rosenbsry wers competing with each
other for Hitler's favor - both with an eye on the
foreign minlster's position in the foreign oifice.
Ribbentrop was not above severely criticising Rossnbeorg
in sn attempt to discredit him with the Fushrer.

The competition bestween thse two men took &
favorable turmn for Ribbentrop when Rosenbery was sent
o London in Mey 1933 on an important dlplomstic miséian.
Both before coming to powsr snd sfter, Hitler had
placed great emphasiy on the importences of an Anglo-
Gerwen Allisnce. It was, thersfore, Homenbergis task
in 1933 %o sound out the British as to how this sl
liance could best bs reached. The form 1%t was to take
1s uancerialn, bul In 1833 Hitler spparently saw in =2
Britisn gllisnce his only chance of breaking the
shakles of the Versailles "Diktat.”

The Rosenberg Mlsslon, however, proved to ne s
significant dissppointment, On Fosenberg'!s arrival
in Iondon on M¥May 8, 1933, he was cooly received by
offlcilals of the British foreign o fice, snd on May 9
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Forelgn Secretsry Simon  reluctantly consented to
an interview with thils pssudo diplomat., On May 10,
Fosenberz mads the preposterous error of placing a
swastike wreath at the Cenotaph, Britain's monument
to her World ¥War I dead, end on the next day members
of the British Leglon snatched away ths wreath «
calling Rosenbery's lack of judgemeut "« anct of
desscration.,” Rosenbery left London the following day,
forty=elght hours earlier than scheduled and wlithout
seeling the prime minister, the principal objsect of his
visit. The Iondon Times commented the day after
Rosenberg's departure that "his visit will hardly be
reparded a8 8 success even by those responsible for
1%;”11

Rosenberg returned to Berlin disgraced in the

eyes of hls Fuehrer and leadinz Nazl Party officlals,

lgsimon, Sir John Allsebrook (First Viscount of
Stackpole Bllidor, 1940) - British Conservative Party
member who was Sollclitor Censral, 1910-~19133 Attorney
Genarsl, with seat in Cabinet, 1913-1915; Secretary
of State for Home Affairs, 1315-19163 Secretary of
State for Foreign Affalrs, 18931-1938; Secretary of
State for Home Affelrs snd Deputy Lsader of the House
of Commons, 1935-1937; Chancellor of the Fxcheqguer,
18937-1940; Lord Chancellor, 1940-1045.

11 :
Seeabury, ops cite., 36-37.
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is unfortunate misaion undoubtedly cost him much, especial=~
y his embition someday to become the Reich's foreign
inister, And thus With Rosenberg's diplomatic star in

he dacline, Ribbentrop's began 1ts ascent. Hitler, more

nd more impressed with Hidbbentrop, assigned him s new

ask, He was to use his Buere to collect amd compile
nformation and scandsl om every Iindividusl in Germsny and
broad who was of any public oonsequence. Since thle
ntalled woricing sven more clogely with officiels of the
oraign office, it was thus ag collector of scandal and
umor that Ribbentrop first succeeded in getting his footb
ffectively in the front door of the Wilhelmstrasse.

The two organizatlons, the Wilhelmstrasse snd the

uero Ribbentrop, se Hitler ordered, were to complement

ach other in all metters of foreign affeirs, & supposition
hat sxisted only in theory and rarvely in feacts 48 a
ssult, & bitter amimosity developsd between Ribbemirop

nd the career diplomsts, who looked upem Ribbentrop as

n interloper in diplomsoy and az an Iirresponsible social
limber without diplomatic gualificsticns. They fully
xpected him to zo the same route sas Rosenberg, but im this
hey were mistaken. They grosaly understimated thelr man

or "the poscher was soon to become the gamekeepsr.®
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Soon after the Nagls ssgumed power in 1833,
they deasdlocked the World Disarmement Conference by
insisting that Germeny be allowed Lo rearm on a basis
of equality with other nations,., Compromises were
proposed by both the British and German delegations
but no results were schisved, Finally, in October
1633, Hitler withdrew simultsneously from the World
Disarmament Confersnce and the League of Kaﬁianx;la
His declsion shocked sveryone, including high renking
officisls of the foreign office. Even mors surprising
was the feact that Hitler, although he withdrew from
the Ieague and Dissrmament Conference, left the door
open to further nsgotistions by allowing 1t to be
rumored throughout the Buropean caplitals that be still
desired a solubtion to the disarmement questions In
other words, Hitler made 1t plain that he would not
return to Geneva and that he favored bilsteral sgree-
ments with France and Britsin rather than § multie
lateral Issgue disarmament pacte In this way, he
hoped to drive a wedge between the western European
countries,

To sssist him in the execution of this new
policy, Hitler in April 1634 appointed Joschim von

1gﬂoeumsnta,gg égtavnatiannl Affairs, 1933, ed,
John W, Whesler~bennatt |londons ford University
Press, 19354), 285 & 288-87,
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Ribvbentrop aas Special Commisslioner for Disarmsment
Problems. The appointment was approved by the
ezing President von Eiﬁdembergls only after Hitler
hsed persuaded him thet Ribbantrmp was the man for
the job, apparently on the grounds that one of
Ribbentrop's ancestors had fought with Blucher at
Waterloos. Hindenberg's reservations were more than

ssconded by the top officlels of the Wilhelmstrasse

who protested that s post of such responsibility
should only have been glven to an experienced member

of the forelign service. Added to the Buerc Ribbentrop,

the Insult of the new appointment begeu the feud between
Rivbentrop and the career dliplomats which was to last
until the end of the war.

Soon after his appolintment, Eibbentrop set off
on & round of tripe to the western BEuropean capitals
where he sccompllished 1ittle except invariably to
inour the wreth of the resldent Cerman diplomats.
Since in his special diplomsiic status he was responsie

ble to no one save Hitler, Ribbentrop arrived in these

'13; "

Hindenberg, Fleld Marshal Paul ~ World Wer I
German military lesder who dethroned the Kslssr, hero
of Tannenbergj Fresident of Germany, 1925-19343 died
on August 2, 1934 leaving a political testament
indicating in passages suppressed by thas KNaszis when
the document was published, a wisgh not to have Hitler
suceoed him as President,
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capitals without informing the resident German
smbassador and then only to wander off without
proper credentisls to consult atate officisls on
forsign policys, The Germean forelgn offlce, frustrated
in its attempt to find out the nature of Ribbentropt's
activities, finally assizned a junior diplomat as his
essistant to report directly to the foreign affice.14

Ribbentrop's first trips were disappointing.
Shortly after his aypaintmant, he flew to London teo
confer with &mth@ny'ﬁﬁenisamé 8ir Jobhn Bimon in the
hope of discovering Hritein's attitude toward the
re~opsning of disarmament dlscussions, Prime Minister

R
Stanley Baldwin svalusted the resultz of Ribbentrop's

—vx ‘ ,
Schwarz, ops clte., 104.
15 '

Rden, Rte Hone {Robert} Anthony-British
Conservative Party lLesder who was Perliamentary Under
Secretary ln the Foreign Offiece, 193115333 Winlster
without Porfolio for Lesgue of Netions Affalrs, 19383
Sscretary of State for Forelign Affalrs in Baldwin
and Chamberlsin cabinets, 1938~1938 {succeeded by
Halifax)}j Secretary of State for Dominion Affairs,
1939=19403 Secretary of State for Forelign Affalrs Iin
Churehill cabinet, 1940«1945; salso from 1980-19568%
Prime Minister, 1958=7

16
Baldwin Stanley-British Conservative Party
Lesder who was Privy Councellor, 19203 Chancellor of
Exchequer, 19228~19233 Prime Minister snd First Tord
of the Treasury, 1923-1924; also from 192429
(succeeded by Machonald), and 18381937 {suceesding
MacDoneld and succeeded by Chamberlsin),.
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visit for the House of Commons by remsrking that "the
conversations had added nothing concerning the dla«
armement issue to the materiel already issued,™ and
at the same tlime the British foreign offlce released
s statement that "the Cerman representetive was not
encourazed to expsct support from Britain for Germeny's
armament pﬂlicias.”lv In Paris, Ribbentrop met with
g8 little success snd was told to take his proposals
to Gensva, After experiencing setbacks in other
attempbs to gell Hitler's policy teo western Hurope,
Ribbentrop faded temporarily from the European diplo=-
matlc scene.

Thus, Riblbentrop in the space of a few short
years had risen from meager commerclal beginnings to
s place of diplomstle prominence. Even wmors surprising
is the fact that within two years after hig first
neeting with Hitler, Ribbentrop bad begun Lo occupy
2 significant poslition in the Fazl hierarchy. His
aschlevepsnts up to this point were nothing to be
heraslded, but the important fsctor is that he had
gufficiently impressed the Fuehrer, an impression
which laid the zroundwork for more important tesks to
coms, In the course of the next few yesrs, Hitler's

confidence in Ribbentrop's ebilitiez was to increase

IVSchvarz,‘gE. cit., 105.
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to & point wheare the former wins merchant stood as
the man closest to Hitler's ear,

Ribbentrop re-entered the diplommtic spotlight
in March, 1938, Since Jenuaery, 1938, negotistlons hed
bsen cerried on between Germany and Britain to bring
the lesders of both countriss together around the
sonference table, It had been declued earlier that
Sir John Simon would visit Rerlin, but due to Hitler's
irritation at the publicstion of a8 Bpritish ¥nlte Paper
the visit hed been cancelled., The situation was
further sggraveted when Hitler, on ¥March 16, 1238,
armounced the introduction of unlverssl military
training, OGreat Rritain, thereupon, and over the
protests of France whe wanted the meatter referrsd to
the Leagus, decidsd to reopen negotistions on the
proposed Simon visit, Agrsement wes finally reasched
snd the day of the visit set for Wareh 25, 1938, 4s
orizinally scheduled, the participants were to have

i8
been Hitler, Fden, Simon, and Neurath, but the

laﬁaurath, Conatantin He Ko, Baron von = Germgn
diplomat who was Ambsssador to Denmerk, 1919, Itely,
1921-1930, and Englend, 1530-1932. On 2 June 1932, he
was sppointed Minister for Forsign Affairs and continued
in office by Hitlers suceseded by Ribbentrop in
februery 1938 end appointed President of Becret Cabinet
Councily firat Reich Protesctor of Bohemia and Moravis,
19393 temporary retiremsnt, 7 Reptember 1241 (sueceeded
by Heydrich)j final retirement, 19443 member of the
Reichstagi member of the Relch Defense Council; Reich
Minister without Portfolio,
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appearance of von Ribbentrop surprised the British
and zave an awkward bealance to the meeting. The
Britlish objectesd but Ribbenirop resolved the situation
by suggesting o everyons's amsgzement, that 3ir Eric
Phipps, British ambgssador in Bsrlin and a bitter
snemy of Ribbentrop, be invited to the conference.
This seemed to satisfy everyone, and the c-nference
proceeded without further incident,

In general, the discussions produced no definite
gsettlements FHitler refused %o participate in an
eastern mutual asslistance pact. He favored, on the
other hand, bilateral non-aggression pacts with powers
interssted in eastern Buropean eountries, and with
respect Lo dissrmament, Hitlsr was particularly un=-
compromising, ¥He declared that Germany nesded not only
thirty-six divisions {amounting to & halfemillion men)
bubt also all types of grmsments possessed by other
countrisss, He would not stop construction of these
arms, he declared, so long as other powers used them.

Hitler also told Simon that Germany would need
& naval force totalling 35% of British %onnage and

would eipaet air perlity with Great Britain and France.

18
Phippa, Sir Eric = British Ambassador to
Germany, 1933«1937 {aucceeded by Henderason)j
Ambassador to Prance, 1937-30.
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At tha conclusion of thes discussions, he made it
pesrfectly clear to the Brlitish forsign secrestary
that Cermany would not return to the Ieazus except
on & basls of complete esquslity. By this, Hitler
implied that he meant equality in colonies as well
as armaments.gg

Rivbentrop played a silent role 1n the course
of the discussions. Az on most occasions, Hitler wes
the dominant figure. It wmust be remembered, however,
thet st this polnt Ribbentrop was Just bezlonine to
make hls bld for Hitler's favor, snd it is possidle
that Hitler insisted upon Ribbentrop's presencs as
part of his training for the peat of forelgn minister.

By ¥ay, 1938, relstions beilween Oreat Britein
and Cermeny had steedlly lmproved., on %aglg, the

British prime wminlster, Ramzay Weclonald, expressed

in a speech the hope thet Britein and Sermany would

2
Qmixﬁrﬁd %y Wertheimer, "Alms of Hitler's

Foreign Policy," Forei:n Policy Reports, XI
{June 1938}, Tl. ’
zlmam:ml&, (Jamesz ) Ramsay =~ Leader of the
British ILebor Parity who wss Prime ¥inlster of (reat
Britein, Jenuary-November 1924 and from 192 to 1838
{ succeeding and succeeded by Baldwin both times);
euthor of the (sneva Protocol, 19243 Iord President
of the Council, 1935-18937,.
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soon arrive st some kind of an sireement in relation

$o the limitstion of naval armamants.zg Hitler wes
encouraged. The ldea of an Anglo-0erman naval sgresment
had been kept alive in Germeny since the Simon visit.
Hitler declared im a speech befers the Relchsteg in

May that he hoped to build a flest equal te 35% of total
British tommege, Although Hitler waz optimistic sbout
an agreement along these limes, his diplomsats 1n the
forelgn offlce were not. . Nourath was extremely
pessimistics Von Haasah,ggthe German smbassador to
London, wes also doubtfule Both advised Hitler that
Britain would mever comnsent unless the broader issue

of securiiy was also discussed. AL this, Hitler {lew
into a rege and shouted, "if the [ Neurath and von
K@awa@} de mot bellisve in the feaalbllity of such an

24
sgreemsnt, I know one who does - Ribbemtrop.®

22
Documents On Intermationsl Affairs, 1935,

I, sde JoEm We Khesler-Hennett (Tondori Oxrord
University Press, 1936), 14l.

ﬁ@ﬁe&sdﬁ, feopold von -~ Attache in Pekin, 1909;
Parlis, 19103 Secretary in Madrid, 1911j Secretary in
iandcn, 1911-1914; ¥ilitary service, 1914-19183
Secretary ln Sofie, 19183 in Comstantimople, 1016;
Secretary to Forelign Office in Berliin, 19173 Counsellor
of legstion in Norway, 1918; Charge d'saffgires in
¥adrid, 19193 Coumsellor in Paris, 1921-1022; Charge
dtaffaires in Paris, 19833 Ambassador in Paris, 1024~
1932; Ambassador to Court of S8St. James, 1832-1936.
Disd 1936,

QGSchwtrz,<gg. cit., 119,
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Fitler's snnouncement naming wvon Ribbentrop
a8 the head of the delegation to Tondon for the
naval talks greatly surprised the diplomsts of the
foreign office, In fact, they were shocked. HRibbene
trop, however, seized the opportunity to better his
diplomatic status, He told Hitler thet hs would be
hampered in his negotiaticones unless he enjoyed the
same diplomatic renk as those with whom he would be
desling., Hitler sgreed and commissioned him as
Ambassedoregt=large,” & rank herseto-fors unhsard
of in the hiersrchy of Germany's diplomatlic officlaldome.
Toe German delegation arrived in london on
June 3, 1235 amidst e festive throng celebrating the
Twenty-Fifth Jubllee of King George V and Qusen Mary.
Rivbentrop joined in the galety by ordering the
mens; ement of the Carlton Hotel to hang & huge
swastika Tlag over the hotel's Hasymarket entrance. He
also ordered his officiasl cars decoratsd wlith similar
pennants. That evening the entire Gearman delecation,
impresaive In dress uniforms especlally designed for
the occasion, sttended & ball at Londonderry Houae.
Deszpite this merriment, the discusslon opened
on Juns 4 amid en stmosphsere of pessimism. Nelther
ths British press nor public opinion belleved that a
substantial asreement cold be reached. The German

ambasssdor, von Hossch, was especlally pessimistic,
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owing partly to his bellef in the firmness of the
Aritish policy end partly to hils lack of faith In
Ribrentrop's diplomatic experience, HRibbentrop, howse
aver, prudently left the mors technlesl sspects of

the negotiations to bis Filhelmstrasse sxperts.

On Juns 18, 1235, after almost two weeks of
constant negotiations, the results of the Anglo-German
naval discussions were published. Cermany secursd
the desired 35% of British tomnage which amounted to
neay parity in the Horth Ses sarsa, The Britlish were
successful in gzetting the 55% reatricted to a per-
ceantage of each warship category Iinstead of a straight
35% of all British topnaze. Germany also recesived
equal parity with Oreast Britaim in the building of
ambmaria&&.gﬁ The agresment was clearly & victory for
Germany and e personal triumph for Ribhenbtrop.

Rivbenirop was elaeted with bhils success. In an

interview with the Mamchestsr Guardian on June 23,

ek

1955, Rlbbentrop stateds

I belleve this navel sgreement is ths be~
glnning of & practical peace policy. It
settles the vlital nsval problem between
Germany snd RBritain once and for all, fFrom

25
Documents on International Affairs, 1935,

I, 143,

z286
Ibiﬁ )y 146*4’?‘
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now on there will be no more nsval rivalrye.
It is wonderful to thiink wiat it will msean
for these two countries,

Now I wlll say sometihing more. I read
in one of yesterdsys papers that Germany
has tried to drive a wed; e betwesn Frsnce
and Britsain, Here I mnat tell you that we
in Germany completely fall to understand
such gqueer inginuvations, which seem to me
rather amall talk of people whko cannot
free themselves {rom a pree-war, 1f not
antediluvian, mentality. I think we alil
ouzht to try and be wise and forget our
domestic troublez in the 0ld Worlds. If
we &ll want the rensscence of the West,
as Chancellor Hitler asld in his spesoh,
we must learn to think in & broader way
and must Vellsve in 1k,

And now, Tinelly, you want to know what
the next step mi ht be., On this I will maue
& pesrsoasml remark. Peopls say I have made
1t ny life tesk to help bDring about & close
colisboration between Britain, France and
Germeny in whieh ths other Buropean states
would gladly Jein, T baslieve these people
are rizht, and I sm convinced we are oOn
the best road now.

The Anzglo=Germen Heval Agreement waszs s personsl
triumph for Ribbentrop as well as {or Hitlsr., It
mavked a turning point in Rivbentropts career, for
Hitler now looked upon kim se a "second Bismarck."
Had not Ribbentrop pulled off s brilliant diplomatic
coup when all othere, even the nmost experienced
diplomats in the forseign office, had volced the
opinion that 1%t could notuha done? Hitler was Jubllant.
He hed legally broken the "Diktat” of Versaillss, for
technleally the s/ reement constituted s vieclation of
that pact. The British appeared satisfied but not

entouaiastice They consldered the s;reement as a cuoice
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between two evilse. They sizned the pact with the
hope that it would end the naval rivalry between
the two coumtrlies and with the conviction that this
wes the only way to limlt Hitler's navel resarmament
policy. The French, on the other hand were unsble
to hide thelr bltterness st what they considered a
broken promisze and an obvious concession to the
German dlictetors As a result, 8 rift appesred in
Franco=Britliah relations,

Although much of the credli for this diplomeatio
feat undoubtedly belongs te Rlbbentrop, the clrcum-
stances of the time ocontributed greatly to making his
task esslier. The Washington ¥avel Coaferencs which
had established the H«be-3d~lel ratie for naval dlisg-
armament was to expire the following year wlth neo
indication that 1t would be renewed. Britaim, there=
fore, realizing that the Versesllles Tresty could ne
longer restrict Germsny's naval rearmament program,
was forced to grant concessions to Hitler in order
to commit him to s written sgresment. 8he alao
realized that Hitler's naval srmament gmbitions
constituted a serious threat to her naval supremacy,
a threst which she regsrded as more sericus than
the snnoyance of Frances

Se it seems that the conditions and circumstances



-B5m
of the times probably had &z much to do with
Ribbentropts auccess in london as his own diplomatic
skill. Be that ag it may, the imporitant result of
the Anglo~German Naval Agreement in respect to
Ribbsntrop was the high prestigs ss s diplomat that
he gained in the eyes of Hitler and the Nazi leaders,.
It was clearly s turning peoint in his carser and
peved ths way for wore important and more responsibvle
poslitions to follow,

In reviewing Ribbentropls 1ife from his early
years to the beginning of his political carser,
certaln sspects of his personsliity, attitudes, and
pelitical development clearly stand out. Ribbentrop
was & veln, arrogant person, socially and pollitilecally
embitiouvs, In the struggle to realize thess embitions,
he explolted svery favorable opportunity, as the
manneyr in which he ascquired his title of nobllity
eptly demonstiratea., On the other hand, these traits
wore offset by & winning cherm, a charm graced by
en alr of distinction, Above all, and in contrast
with the other Nazis surrounding Hitler, Ribbentrop
was & man of the world, a cosmopelitan, widely
travelled and fluent in three languages. It wss une
doubtedly these factors which accounted, at lsast in

part, for Eibbsnitrop's repld rise to Hltler's favor,.
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To these gqualitles was added Ribbentrop’s policy
of never disa;resling with his Fuehrer.

These are imporiant factors in Ribbentrop's
rise to diplomatlic consequence, but even more
important in rsletion to the events which followed
was the growth of his pronounced Anglophilism. This
fondness for Britaln and the British people dates
from his school yeare Iin England, where he made
many ¥nglish friends, and was strengthened during
nisg stay in Cenada and during his commercis] sctivitiea
after the wars, His succsss in concluding the Haval
Pact further convinced him of the soundness of his

Angzlophile views,



CHAPTER III
LONDON

The Anglo-iermen Naval Agreement of 1835 had
heen sccedsd to by the Britlsh not only in the hope
of satisfyling Cermany's resrmament embliions but at
the same time of gaining a specific and written
limitation on Germany's rearmement programe. But by
March 1936, the clouds over Eurcope began to assume
a darker aspect, Italy hsd begun to push her colonial
ambitions in Ethiopis, when on ¥arch 7 in one of his
many Saturdey coups Hitler snnounced Germsny's re-
occupation and re-militarization of ths Rhinelsnd.
To the Germen people, Hitler zave the following

i
reasons for his sction?

Frence haas infringed on the Rhine Pact
throuzgh & milltary allliance with the Soviet
Union and in this msnner the lLocarno Rhulne
Pact has lest its inner meaning and ceased
in practice to sxist. OCermany regards her=
self for har part as no longer bound by
this dlssolved trsaty.

In taking this action, Hitler inaisted upon

the fundsmental rlipght of every nstion to secure 1ts

frontiers and to insure its defensze., Hitler ascted

contrary to the advice of the diplomats in the

lxazt Conspirscy % Aggression, IV, 994-95.
“3%-
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foreign office and the wernings of his top millitary
leadera. Ribbentrop, on the other hend, was practl-
celly alone Iin gdvising Hitler that a more propitious
moment would never araln present ltselfl,

In the same speech, Hitler proposed both a
twenty~ive yesr non-aggresgion pact among the
western powers and the esztsblishment of a bileteral
demilitarized zone with complete perity for both
France and Germany, Hitler glso hinted at the possgie
bllity of Germany's returning to the Lesgue and of
his willingness to conclude en alr pects. He made sn
important reservation, however, in that he insisted
upeon the resioration of the German colonles, an lssue
which was te be an excellient bargaining point for the
next fow years.

The western powers wers asufficiently concerned
to convene the Leazue Council in Iondon to examine
Germeny's violation of the Iocarnc Pacts The Germen
government also demonstreted anxlety over the situation
and through the German ambaszsdor in London sugsested
that Germany be Iinvited to send a2 delegate to the

counclil's meetings. The British sgreed, and once

2
Paul Schwarg, This Man Ribbentrop (New York:
Jullan Messneer, Incg, 37, 1484
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agein Joschim wvon Ribbentrop appeared on ths diplomatie
sosns, this time as hesd of the Relichts delegstion
to the League Council, the same councll from which
Germany had bliterly withdrawn three ysarz before.

Ribbentrop sand his dslegation arrived in Tondon
on Mareh 18, 1938+ The following day, Ribbsnirop
delivered & twenty-five minute s=peech befors the
Council in which he relterated Hitler's previous cone
tentlons that France had broken the psct by hsr alliance
with Russla and that Germany was more than anxious to
coms to an amlcable seittlsment with Prance. Ribbentrop
argued that because of the French sctlon, Locerno had
ceesed to sxlist. He alzo repsatsd Hitler's new offar,
guarenteeing peace for twenty~Tive years, us the
solubion to Burops's ﬁrﬁblﬂmﬁog

Dempite his glowlng epsech, which came ez a
disappointment to many becsuse 1t d4id not slsborste
on Hitler's proposels, Ribventrop fzlled to impress
his eudiences That same afterncon and with little
deliberation, the Council voted to censure Germany's
re-occupation of the Rhineland on ths grounds that
it constituted a serious violation of the Locarno

4
pacts HRibbentrop later attributed hile fallure to win

3
The New York Times, March 20, 1936, ps l.

41b1d., March 20, 1936, p. ls
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Sermeny's case to the fact that he spoke in German
and was therefore, psrhaps misunderstoods Alter the
cenaure, the (ouncll drafted & memorandum cslling for
s demilitarized strip in ihe Ehinsland and requesting
Germany to present her cese to the Hague Court,
Kivbentrop then {lew to Bsrlin to confer with
Kitler, but returned s few days later to inform the
Locarno powers that Germany rejscted sverything in
the Council's proposals sand thet Germany would soon
come forward with & plan of her own. On April 2,
Ribbentrop Informed the Council in vague terms that
Germeny proposed not to inar@a&ﬁ har forces in the
Rhineland within the next four months, that Belgium
and PFrance shwould meke similar pledges, and thet an
internationsl cowmmission should be aprointed to see
that thepe prowmises were carried @ut.ﬁ Eden prompily
informed Ribbentrop that the proposals were not enough
and that further proof of Germany's sincerity would
have to be fortheoming. On April 10, 18536, Ribben~
trop 1aft London with no apparent plane to relturn.
Ribbentrop's stey in London was not withoub some

result, however, for as the New York Times r@m&rk@&tﬁ

53:?315,;, April 2, 1536, pe 1.
61?31@:, April 4, 1936' Ps ls
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Hitler hws Joschim von Ribbentrop &nd his
other eggenta in London to thank for hastening
¥r., Bden'a conversion to his present view.
Sines thelr arrival in Iondon they bave ln-
dulged in a campaign of lneressing violsnce,
denouncing to politiciana and influentisl
members of socisty the young forelgn secratary
&8 & puppet, humbly submissive to orders
from Parise.

The end result, therefore, of the procesdings
of the Leagus Council was s formal censurs of
Germany's actlon in occupying the Rhinelands. Butb
uafortunstely the Council's proposed sclutions socon
becams mired In commlttees and thelr effect wasted
with the result that Hitler came off with a bloodless
victory while the staggering Isapue recslved snother
devastating blows

On April 10, 1936, the very able German
smbaszador to Grsat Britain, Leopold von Hossch, dled
suddenly. HRibbentrop was gpoointed his successor but
not until August the peme yesr, and he did not officigle
ly oceupy his post untll thres months leter, a most
irregular procedure, Thers appear to be seversl
regsons for Ribbentrop's reluchtance to assume hle
Iondon ssslgnment, Flrst of all, the position of
State “Secretary hed recently been vaceted sand Ribbene
trop had alreedy expressed nls deaire for that appolnt-
ments, AL the same time he hed s lso wented the

oprortunity of going to London to secure Hitler's
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long=sought alllence with Great “ritain. Woreover,
Neurath flrmly opposed Ribbentrop as State Secretary
and threatened to realign if Hitler confirmed it.
S8econdly, there was the question of Ribbentrop's
status while "Ambsssador-at-large™ in london. To go
to London a2 a mere ambassador implled, to Ribbentrop
at any rate, a demotion in rank. Neurath had also
objected to Ribbentrop's golngz to London as "Ambagssdor=-
at-Large,” becausze it was known at the time that the
British government had objected to recelving Ribbene
trop in any other stetus but ambassador. Finally,
Heursth, in his anxlety to be rid of Ribbentrop and
his meddlesoms Buero snd convinced that the missien to
Iondeon would fall witihin three months, consented to
a compromlise whereby Ribbentrop would officlslly go
te loundon as ambassador but would unofficlally retain
his rank as "Ambazsadoreat~Ilarge® and thus could be
called upon by Hitler to perform varied and private
diplomatic anar%aav

The reaction to Ribbentrop's appointment as

7
Schware, op. cit., 191~82.

Ses alsot Franz von Papen, Memoirs {New York:
s P. Dutton & Compsny, Inc., 1983), S72=76e

See alsot ¥alcom Muggeridge, ¥d., Clanc's

Diglamatic Papers (Londont Odhams Press Limited,
s 09=60.
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ambazgador was varled. It lrritated most of the

career diplomats in the Wllhelmstrsase, News reports

from London stated that the announcement of his
sppointment wes received "without regret but without
snthusiasm."a The French Temps commented that "he

is credited witn an almost Wachlavellian genius for
hoodwinking the British by bhilsg good humor and persone
2lity™ and went on to smay that the news of his
arpointment could be looked upon as a dangerous threat
to future Anglo«¥French ?elatienaog At sny rate,
Fibbentropt's impsnding mission to London was viewsed
by many with both intersst and enxiety as to what new
tumm Anglosfermen relations mi:ht now Lake.

After alwmest three montha of wrengling over
his diplomstlc status, Joacnlm von Ribventrop finally
arrived in London on October 26, 1936, Tpon his
srrival and cled in the brown uniform of a Nazi storm
trooper, Ribbentrop zave hls welcomers s brisk Heszl
salute and s short spesech cslculated to lay the
ground work for s future Anglow-German alllancs,

10
He statads

8
New York Iimes, August 12, 1936, p. l.
®Ibid., August 13, 1938, p. B.

lelb;d., October 27, 1936, pe Be
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Germany wants the friendship of Grest
Britaln, send I think the English people
want German frisndships, The Pushrer is
cenvinced that the only real danger fer
Europe is the further spread of communism,
thet meat terrible of all AlseagdB.vescs
terrible becsuse the people only reslise
the danger when it iz too late, Closer
collaboration betwesn our two countries
in this semse iz not only importent, but in
my opinion, is & vital necassity in our
struggle for upholdlag our clvilizstion and
culfures. I am only teo willing te do every~-
thing I can t¢ help.

Thie initisl speech wes intended sz & trial
balloon, but contrary te Ribbenmtrop's expsctations

it met with mach adverse resectlon. Similar to athﬁgl
responaes, waz the reply of Sir Austen Chemberlalin,

@uﬁii@h@%ﬁﬁ@vmghar 4 in the Daily Teleursph, in which
he selds

If eur frlendship be smought, iet 1t be for
its own sake, Commowm sympethies, common
interssts, and a common PUrpHss 4re B nOre
stable and healtbler foumdsilon for friendskip
than prejudice and passlioBeserseThe verbal
contests of Nesl eand Bolshevik are not worth
the bones of a British Greamsdier.

11&hambﬁr1a&n, Sir Austen, 188%-1937 - Civil

Iord of the Adwmirelty, 18985, 19003 Chanceller of Ex-
¢haquer, 1903-18065 M.P., 1892-1914§ Secretary eof
State for Indis, 1915~18173 Member of War Cabinet,
19183 Chanceller ef Excheguer, 191918813 lesder of
House of Commons, 1l921-1988; Secretary of State for
Forelgm Affalirs, 1934-19293 First Lord of the
Admiralty, 19313 Chanecellor of Reading University,
1935~-1937.

zgschmtrz, opes cit., 200.
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Thus 1t zeems thst Ribbentrop's rather ostantetious
beginning in London faliled to strike the harmonious
chord he had anticipated,

¥hat, thersfore, was ths real aim of the Ribben-
trop Mission to Iondon? In answering this questian;
one rust rely heavlly upon Ribbentrop's post-war
testimony and the testimonies of his contemporariese
At Nurembery, Hlbbentrop testified thet hs persuaded
Hitler to =end him to Iondon with the hope of bringing
home sn allisnce with Grsat Britain. He further
testified that a British alllance had been an §§§§
fixe with Hitler for some time snd thet the Fushrer
felt conlident that it could be aschieved at this
timﬁ.lﬁ

Greanted that both Hitler sand Ribbentrop desired
an allisnce with Britain, what form was this allisnce
to teke and what was Ribbentropfts attitude toward
Englend at the time that he tock up his post as

smbassador? For purposes of understanding the Ribben-

13
International M¥ilitary Tribunsal. Trial of
Malor War Criminals Eef&rﬁ the Internationsl ﬁfiitarz
@ éﬁuu&l Nurembergz, 14 Rovember 1045 - 1 October
~XIVI, (Nurembergs International Milltary
Iﬁunal, 19&7~194@), X, 25639,

See alsoc: G. M. Gilbert, Nuremberg Diary (New
Yorkt Farrar, Straus, 1947), 230,
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trop mission and its eventusl failure and Ribben=
trop's changed attitude and the effect of thls change
on Ritler's decisions, these are Important questions.
Judging from Ribhentropfs spsech et Victoria Ststion,
one couid sasume that the real alm of his mission was
the alignment of Britalin with Germeny against Ruesias,
In this manner Britain could be neutralized, snd
Hitlsr could pursue his policles in centrsl and
gastern Eurcpe unmolesteds Ribbentrop told Winston
Ghﬁrchillléin 1937 that the terms of this alllance
would simply bet a permsnsnt Anglo-Jerman naval parity
agreement along the lines of the 1935 sgreement; a
joint guarsntee of the low couniriesz; and & provislonm
that Germeny would sgree to guarantse the solidarity
of the British BEsmpire. PMor her part, Britain would

recognize Germany s & sirong power In Kurope and not

1*Ghuwah111, Rt. Hon., Winston Leonard Spencer -
British writer and Conservative Party leader who was
pregldent of the Board of Trade, 1508-1910; Home
Secretary, 1910-1911; Flrst ILord of the Admiralty,
1911-19155 Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster, 191853
Hinister of Munitions, 1817; Secrelary of State for
War, 1918-19213 for Alr,1918«10213 for the colonies,
1921-223 Chancellor of the Exchequsr, 192419293 First
lord of the Adwirelty, 1930~1940; Prime Minister,
Filrat lord of the Treasury, and ¥Minister of Defense,
194019453 was defsated and became opposition leader,
19453 re~alected Prime Minizter, 19503 retired, 1965,

See also: Seabury, op. cit., 56.
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interfere in Hitler's policies in eastsrn and centrsl
Eurapu.iﬁ The essasnce 0f this hopedefor glliance

seems to have been mersly sn attempt to neutralize
Britain and thus geln for (ermany fresdom of action

in eastern Burope.

A4s to Ribrentrop's current sttlituds toward
Britalin, there ssems to be 1ittls doubt thet he was
8t1l]l extremely fond of Bangland snd the English people.
Partial proofl of this wasz supplied in some detall in
the preceding chapters Further svidence has Dbeen
brought to light in the pest-war meémolirs of Herbert
von Eirkaﬁalé and Count ﬁia&e,lv Dirksen, who later
replaced Ribbantrop as embeassador to Britain, in ex~
pressing hie surprise at the faillure of Ribbentrop's
milssion, atated that when Ribbentrop left for England

18
he was "pro-British to s degrse bordering on snobbary.®

lﬁw&nstea %s Churchill, Gathering Storm (Boston:
Houghton Mifflin Co., 1948), 227-23., T

lsﬁirkaan, Herbert von « (erman Ambssgsador to
Soviet Union, 1529~1833; Ambassador to Japen, 1933»
1938; Ambassador (o Oreat Britain (succeeding Ribbenw
ir@p), 1958-1939. Resizned from German foreign office,
33D o

K?Giano é¢1 Cortellazzo, Count Galesszo, Itslian
Forei;n Minister, 1956«1943, Yussolini's son~in-law,
exascuted by the Nezis, 1943,

18
Herbert von Dirksen, Moscow, ngﬁ%, London
» Iﬁzc

{ Normans: Yniversity of Oklahoms Press,
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Ciano stated iIn his notes that in a comversation be-
twean himself snd von Keurath the latter explalnad
Hitler's reluctence to bellieve iIn Britalant's poliey
of encirclement towsrde Germany as "dus to the work of
Ribbentrop, who every so often attempta to Inject
Anglophile optimism into the Fuahrar'*IQ The date of
this conversetion corresponds closely to FRibbentrop's
arrival in Iondon ard leads ome to conluds that at
the outset Ribbentrop was unmlistalably a thoroughgoing
Anglophils, The reversal of thls sttitude during the
twilight menths of Ribbsairop's sabescadorship was
later to heve significent effects on Hitler's decisions
while Ribhentrop was forelgn minlatere.

At the beginning of his mission, Ridbentrop
attempted to smse the diffliculty of hils task by pers
suading the Csrman press and propazends ministry to
reduce the vigor of thelr campalgns for the reatoration
of the German colonles, ihbentrop knew thet the
British government conslidered these rapetitious and
unwelcome attecks on the British Empire a serlious
Impediment to closer relatlons between the two countries.

Although succesaful in reducing this source of
friction, Ribbeamtrop mevertheless ocsused himselfl many

lgmuggeridgo, 2ps clt., 59«60,
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petty difficulties during the first psriod of his
stay in London. The first of hils troubles started
when he made his arrival speech on the danger of
bolshevisme This led to ®ir Austen Chamberlain's
retort which has already been mentioned, but & further
repercussion was found enscribed on the walls and
sidewalks of London to the effect that "Ribbentrop
wust goa”gg At the same time, people were being arrested
throuzhiout London for throwing bricks through the
German embasay’s windows and sbouting defamatory rée
marks sbout Ribh@ntragazl

Ribbentrop's speech on bolshevism almo producsd
a reaction in the House of Commons. The Communlst
¥ePep William Gallscher, caused & stir when he arcse
and said "Ribbentrop comes to England with bands red
with murder,” demsnding that the newly arrived sm~
bassador be driven from the aaumtry;gg Bibbentrop
complained bitterly te Bden sbout this criticism in
the House of Commons,; thus setting some sort of a
precedent for complaining sbout the utterances of a

nember of Parliament, something, ss Hden explained to

Fibrentrop, over wkich the Government head no control.

ggﬁaw York Times, Novasmber 7, 1936, p. 7.
21

Ibide, Novembsr 7, 1936, p. 7«
281p14., October 30, 1936, p. 2.
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Neverthelessn, desplite these anti«Ribbentrop demone
strationa, he continued to mske uatactful remarks
that bolshevism was the common snemy ¢f beth countries,
The situstion finally resched such s point as te force
Fden officielly to inform Ribbentrop thet "the British
government refuses to share the Jermen view of the
necessity of an antiecommunist crusade'”gs

Thess incidents ars unimportant alongside the
more significent happenings im Buropean diplomscy at
the time but are related here tc demonstrate the une
favorable sircumstances under which the Ribbentrop
misgsion to london wes conducted. These, and simllary
incidents which took pluce later, all bhad their effect
on the 3ritlsh government and public and econtributed
in some degres Lo the widening of the zulf shich
separated Britein snd Cermsny, But sincs & consider-
ation of ths effects of R&ﬁbaaﬁr&p and his mission
upon the BEritish public is beyord the scope of this
project thesse small incidents are brought to light ass
illustrations of the orlizins of Pilbbentrop's later
Anglophobla,

Not all of Ribbentrop's sarly sceomplishments
wore recorded in red im the diplometic ledger, for he

gaxbid., November 21, 1836, p. 1.
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managed to score at lsast three sarly successes, The
first, which could hardly be described aa a msjor
diplomatic feat, was to arrangs for the exchange of
the Tondon Philsrmonic Orchesirs and the Dresden Opera
Company between London and Berlino24 The second and
mere aicnal success was reglstered when Ribbentrop
nsgotliated a naval egrsement In which Germany agreed
to accept certaln limitstions on gubmsrine warfare
which hed been adopted by the Western Poweras at the
London Navel Conferencs of 1830,

The third and most crownling success of this
early period wes Ribbentrop's negotiating snd signing
of the Anti-Comintern Pact in Fovember 1836 between
Germany and Japan. The pact itsell wes not a military
sllience as many auspgcﬁég at the time but mersly a
Joint declaration on the éar@ of the two countries
concerned to work together in combating the devilish
work of the Comintern. But its effect amounted to

28
detente betwaen Germany and Japan. The whole sffalr

24
Ibid., November 13, 1836, pe ls

B
Frederick L. Schumen, Eure%a‘gg The Eve (New
Yorks Alfred A. Knopf, 1942), 240-46,
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was an unusual plece of diplomsey, since it was
sccomplished without the particlipstion of the Cermen
foreign office and because the Germen signatory was
not the Gsrman forseign minister but ths Cerman am=
bassador in London. Neursth told his postewsar interw
rogators that he refused to gign the psct because he
regayrded 1t as 8 dangerous policy for Germany and be=
cause 1t would only succeed in driving China further
into the arms of communisme. Describing Ribbentrop's
signing of the pact a8 "a wmo st unusyal procedure,”
Heurath went on to say that Ribbentrop should have
minded hils own buainese In this matter but instead
went out of his way to give the British s deliberate
slap in the face by signing the pact while he wes
ambgszador there. HNaturally the Britlsh hed no use
for him efter %ﬁ&t.”gﬁ

Ribbentrop was also successful in his activities
as & member of the Non-Intervention Commititee which had
bsen esbabllished shortly after the outbreak of the
Spanieb Civil Wer in 1936, It waa supported by twentye

seven Huropean countries for the purpose of applylng

26
Gilbert, ops clt., 225-26.
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g policy of non=intervention in the Spanish conflict,
This meant essentislly an attempt to prohibit the
flow of arms and foreign volunteers into Spain. When
Ribbentrep took his place on the Committee, it was
hoped in london that he would boost its effectivensss -
since Ribbentrop saftexr all was close to Hitler. But
from the very beginning, Ribbentrop thwarted the
commmniats at every turn and time after time threw the
commlttee Into deadlock and lnactlon.

Ribbentrop used the Committee sp e sounding board
for vehoment attacks on the Soviet Union es well ss to
inhibit the Committeel!s afforta to stop the flow of
Tighting men from CGermsny into Spein. On October 30,
1887, Ribbentrop delivered a speech before the Commlties
which virtually wiped sway all pr@vi@ui'prapOQal@ advanced
to solve the non~intervention pvahl@m-ﬁ?

Throughout the entire course of the procesdings of
the Non-Intervention Committee, Britsin and France showed
a vacillating and sometimes compromisiny attitude. There-
fare,fit is guite posszible that Ribbentropl!s experiences
as s member of the Committee constitute one of the vital

1inks in the formation of his belief that Britain was

7
Hew York Times, October 31, 1937, pe 9.
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decadent sand reluctant to po to war, an opinion later
to play so Important a& part In the Austrian, Czech,
and Polish crises, ZHven at this time, articles
appeared in the British press contending that Ribbene
trop was advising Hitler thet the British public would
not tolerate military action against Germeny under
any circumstancas.ga

To return to the chronclogy of the mission,
Ribbentrop returned to london in Pebruary 1937 after
spending an sxtended hollday vacation in Berlin. The
Iondon stmoephere upon his return wes less favorsble
to an Anglo=-German wadsrstanding than upon his depsrture.
The new British coolnessz wes due in pert to Hitler's
racent spéechh in the Relchastag in which he again
attacked the "Diktat” of Versailles and the loss of
the Qermsn colonles. Ancother somewhadt winor factor
was the work currently being conducted on the German
swbassy in London. The embeisy wes swarming with
workmen engesged Iin & vast remodeling prﬂ}ast alimed st
making 1% the most lavish goclal center in London and
et the seme time an cutward slgn that Germany wanted
close relations with Britein. Although his intentions

were no doubt good, thls was hut another instance iIn

28
Ibiét, November 23’ 1@56’ Fo 1.
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which Ribhentrop!s scheming worked out in reverse,
Over half the workmen had been imported from Germenys
they were being housed in sxtra-comfortable quarteis,
pald a ;o0d salary which wes sent home to thelr
families, and in addition given an expense account in
oexcess of the amount peid British workmen. From
Iondon laboring aroups, currently asuffering from
depression and unemployment, and from Labourites in
Commons ceme loud protesta because British workmen wers
not usaé;gg This public reaction, however, did not
prevent Ribbentrop from speeding up the work to ready
the embassy for his lavish corenstion reception in
the aprimg,ﬁe

Toroughout this same month, Ribbentrop's 1lle-
luck continuved t¢ plague him. It was on February 4,
18357, thet he committed one of his worst blunders. The
ocoasion was the court recepbtion in which Xing Jeorge
VI received the hesds of the diplomatlic legatlons for
purposes of accspting their credentisls. During thias

solemn procedure, it was customary for the diplomats,

escorted by the Msrshal of the Diplomatic Corps, to

26
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gdvance slowly In a zeries of bows toward the king,
present their credentials, bow a;aln and sedately
retire, Ribbentrop, howséver, in full evening dress,
saw fit to depart from the established procedurs. He
advanced brigkly, completely outdistancing hls escort,
halted sharply before the British monareh, clicked hils
heels, and gave the king the Hitlerisn selute. He
then foresfully shook the king's hand, pressnted his
eredentiala, retired e short distence end rendered
gnother salute. According to eve witness reports, the
king althouph taking the matter calmly, smiled some-
what un@agilyggl It 1g diffieult %o explaelin why Ribhens
trop put on this untectful exhibition, but it iz un-
lixely thet he deliberately meant to affront the
country to which he was sccrediteds Rather, it seems
cartalin that the fubure Germsn forelzn minister meant
to demonstrate forecefully the triumph of the National
Soelslist Revolution = without realizing the reaction
it would crestes. It 1s, of course, s striking messurse
of his insptitude ag a diplomat, snd the wlde publicie
ty 1t received 1In the press constituted snothar link
in the series of imcidanta(contributinﬁ to Ribbentrop's

growing bitterness toward Brltaln, Afber sll, no one

ﬁiIbié., February 5, 1937, pe 1.
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cen be more bitter than a "misunderstood" men.

From the very beginning of nls mission, Ribben~
trop had unsuceceaalully bomberded the British forelan
office with requests to tske up the lssus of Cermany's
lost colonles., On Februery 11, 1937, he took sadvantiage
of the fact that Eden wss on 8 holiday to confer with
Iord Bal&faxagen the colonial problem. Much to his
surprize he received a stiff rebuff and was told that
Great Britaln could not recognize Germeny?'s colonisl
claime or her repudiation of the Versasillez Tresty.

Ten days later, Eden gave him the ssme answer, sceompse
nied by 2 protest over Cermany's falilure to answer the
Britlish questionnaire of the preceding Hovember. But
Ribbentrop, in & spesch st Lelpzig on March 1, refused
to refrain from hies loud claims for Germeny's colonles
and severely denounced the country to which he was
aceredited for refusing to settle the question of
Germany's "stolsn colonies.® The spesch wss 1lleres

ceived in lLondon and sections of the HBritiah press

32
Hellfax, Earl of (Edward Frederick Lindley
Woed) - British Secretary of State for Foreign Affsirs,
1938+19403 Ambsssador in Washington, 1941-1946, At
the time of hls Interview with Ribbentrop, Hallfax was
Under Secretary of State for Forelipgn Affgirs.
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dsscribed it se "very illetimed."

A few dsys later, Fibbentrop's vanlty and Angloe
philisw suffered snother blows. In & gzesture of friende
ship, Ribbentrop perscnelly presented a mﬁﬁumanial
historical collection of 2800 volumes to London Universle
t¥» But when he errived on the campug 1o wave the
presentation, he wes greeted with boos, catcalls, and
Jeers from demonatrating stuﬁen%&;sé Since thls imcldent
was the first time within recent wmemory that a forelgn
envoy bad been Jeered at in ths strssts of london, it
gerved to inform Ribbentrop of Britalin's growing antil-
Farl attitude and to increasse his bitterness and
hetred toward England,

Yot, by ths summer of 1937 and despite Rlbbene
trop's obvious fallures, hope hed not been sbsndoned
by the two govermments of reaching snd understanding.
Ernat von %@izaaekar,ﬁgﬁh@ ftate Secretary, stated in
his Memoirs that the forelgn office felt that the
relations between ths two countries could be improved
by a step~byestep process, the first step of which

was tO have been s visid of Feursath to London in June

4
3 Iblde, March 17, 1837, pe 16.

55weizgacker, Emst, Baron von, Head of the
Political Department of the Germsn Foreign Ministry,
August 1936«March 18383 State Recretary, April 1,
1938-April 1943.
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1837 The sgenda of the discussions wasz to have
been concerned with the posasibilitlies of creatinmg
s multilateral western pact and with the setting up
ef & bipartite commitiee to resolve the coloniasl
issus. But on the eve of Nuersth's departure, Hitler
cancelled the visit. The ressona Hitler :ave wers
exceedingly weak, aad 1t seems apparent from the
Llsmo Papers that the raél reason was Italy's feay
lest %hﬁ vislt weaken the RoweeBerliin Axis. Clane
Rimsell steted that he could see me uselul purpose
to e zerved by Feurath's golimg te Eﬂﬁ@@%gﬁv what the
Feurath visit would have produced had 1t ocoursd lne
vites Intereasting speculaition, but sccording to latey
obasrvera, 3ir Neville ﬁ%ﬁ&@?@@ﬁgafﬁf one, the cancele
latlen wes nmost unfortunate in that it ceme 8t a2 time
when conditions seewed lavorable for reschdng an
unders tandlng,

M the other hand, Angle-Germen rslations fared
better comceraling navael matters, Im July 1837, the

two countrles signed & nmavel sgreement extending the

§eﬁrasz von Yelzsacker, Memoirs, trams, John

Andrews {Chicage? Henry Re.nery Cd., 1951), 112,
z?ﬁnggariﬁga, ops oit., 228-24,

&&Hené@rsan, Sir Kevile - British Minister to
Yugoalavia, 1989-1835) Ambsssador to Germany, 1837-
1989; died, 1942.
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provisions of the 1536 naval s;reement to the rival
Beltlic nsvel powers, It also restricted the size
and gun cellber of warshipa. 7The gureement was hailed
in Germany ss proof thsat the Reich deslred pesce,
while In Ionmdon 1t waes regarded as being dbetter thsn
nothing,

Taring the summer months, efforts wers continued
to bring the lsaders of both countries to a confersnce
table, and finally in Novemwber 1937 ILord Hesllifax
visited Berlis to confer dlrectly with Bitler., In
the course of the conversations, Hitler relterated his
objectlons to the Versalllss Tresty and informed
Hallfax that no a:reement was possible sxcept on &
basis of equality and reality. He srgusd that the
colonisl question was now the maln source of friction
bstween Cermeny and Britelm, inmslisting, however, that
this matter should be settled bilsterally. Hslilax,
whose mood was apusasing, teld Hitler that the sts tus
quo in Burope 4id not necessarily have to be maintained
and that & colonlal smolutiern could be reached were 1t
done in a multilateral conferemce. The conversations
concluded with Halifax's expressed hope that other
conversations would follow in the near future and with
Hitler's reasssrtion of his distrust of democratic

processes and statement thet he would pursue the
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colonlal matisr through diplomatic chennels, pre-
symably via Ribbentrop in Londo&.%g

Althoush the conversations produced nothing
sensational or concrete, they were rerarded as
satlafactory. It wam clear that Gresst Britain was
willing to meke concessions on the colonlal ilssue.
The rub came when Hitler objscted to these lasmues
beinz solved by a gensral asreement. It 1s evident
from the Secret Conference on Oerman fprﬁign nolicy
winich Hitler held Just prior to the Halifex visit that
Hitler was convinced that Britasin would not pariicipate
in a2 war on the eentinant.&g This is what Ribbentrop
had been telling Hitlear for some time, and Halifex's
compromising and concilistory attitude furthsar cone
vinced both Hitler and Ribbhantron of the ecoerreciness
of thelr views.

Halifax in London later told Ribbentrop that
Rritain was willing to m§§$ eoncessions on the colonial
isane but that the British peonls expected something in

41
return, namely, a limitation on CGermany's resrmament,

%9nited States. Departmsnt of State. Documsnts
on Germen Forsign Policy 1218-1945, Sorles D, ’
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Ribbentrop wes told the same thing by Neville
Chamberlaingéa From both conversations, Ribbentrop
concluded that the twe men viewed subseguent negotle
stions with considerable skepticlam and that Orsat
Britain would be extremely roluctant to go to war
over any continental 1sauuaa%3

By the snd of 1937, Ribbentrop was convinced

that bis mission had felled and that his earlier
adniration of ths British people had been 2 mistake.
This chenged attitude was clearly evidenced in s
lengthy ¥emorsndum he wrote to Hitler in Jsnuary 19384
In thils document, which contributed to his comviction
&t Ruremberg, he sdvised Hitler that Britain was
behind in her srmaments end was stalling for time,
He argued that the British government had not really
intended to use the Halifax vislt to seek an unders
standing with Cermeny,; and he concluded that Britain
would not go te wars Germeny conseguently should
follow a policy of outwardly trying to furthsr an
understanding with her but should secretly bulld wup
an entli«British coslition, mainly with Itely and

2 |
8 1pia., 15134,

314, 86-87.
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Japan. Ribbentrop was convinced, owing to the
bitterness with which he had come to view Britein,
that further attempts at resching sn understanding
with the "intolerable British® would be futile.

Ribbentrop's changed sttitudse became doudbly
important when 1t was snnounced on February 4, 1938
that, in the midst of a vaest cabinet and militery
shakeup, he had been appointed to succeed von Neurath
&8 forelgn minlster, important becausse he regarded a
peaceful solubtion of Europe's problems with pessimisme.
Ribvbentrop's hatred and enti-British attitude were
not to show their full effects until & year end one=
half later when Hitler wsas Influenced by his calsmitous
advice during the Polish crisls,

There is no doubt that Ribbentrop's mission was
s fallure, but why it failed 1s not g0 clsar. Did it
result from Ribbentrop's incompetence as & diplomat?
8ir Hevlils Henderscn, who had placed much faith in the
proposed Neurath visit to London end who consistently
blamed Ribbentrop as s contributing force in the
deterioration of Anglo-(erman relations during this

48
period, stated:

4 11a,, 162-68,

4Sxevile Henderson, FMilure Of A Mlssion {(New
Yorks G. Pe Putnam's Sons, 1540), 62-63.
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This vielt of Neurath's had never appealed
to Ribbentrop because Ribbentrop, in addition
to hies Iondon post, was Ambaassador-at-largs,
and felt thet Neurath's visit would be detri-
mental to his own prestige and wounding te
his personal vanity. I feel thsat he did his
utmost to dlasuvade his Mester from agreeing
to the couree proposed by his Hajesty's Govern-
ments The notorlious falilure of his mission
wae already renkling, and 1t was intolerabls
that snother should come to show up the
paprsonal cause of that fallure. History will
sasuredly sattribute & large share of the
blsme for Zeptember 1938 to Ribbentirop.

48
At another point Henderson remarkedt

Prom the very beginning, I fslt that bhis vanity,
his resentments, end his misconceptions of England
and Bngzlish mentallty were a szerious bar to any
prospect of & better understanding between the
two countries.

Ribvbentrop himself, however, sttributed the
ceuse of his fallure to circumstances and sttitudes
on the part of the British government over which he

had no controls He atsted to his post-war Interro=-
47
gatoral

Very often in my work on the None-Intervention
Committee, I was oblliged to take a stand agalnast
the British, which was very unfortunste and
wiloch, during my whole stay In London, intere
rupted very mueh of my resl work, which was,
trying to establlsh good relations with Great
Britain.

46
Ibid., 109,

gvﬁazi Conspiracy & Azgression, SupDs Be,
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Commenting upon the peolitical situatlon in Pritain
as a deterrent to an Angloe«Germen allisnce, Ribbenw
48
trop went on to says
In the year 1937, when I was in London,

I saw that two clearly different trends

were gradually forming in Englandg the

one trend was very much in favor of promoting

go0d relations with Germany; the second trend

did not wish such close relations,. There

were -~ I bellieve I do not nesd to mention

neames, for they are well known « those gentle~

wmen who 414 not wish such cleoss relations

with Cermany, Mr, Winston Chburchill, who was

later priwe minister, snd others,
As another fgctor for the felilure of his mission,
Ribbentrop maintained that becguse of hey conceptlon
of the balance of power Britain was reluctant te
enter into an slliance with Germanys, In this, Hibben-
trop claimed, bhe Adisagreed viporously with Hitler
who regardsd the idea of the balancs of power ag old

49

fashioned,

There are alsc thome who argue that the sco~-
nomic izsue was the dominent foree which kept Beitaln
and Germany apart during this period. But a detalled
seccount of this and other fsctors, although important
snd no doubt significant, sre nevertheless beyond

the limitatlions of this paper. Suffice 1t to say,

48
Trial of Malor War Criminels, X, 238-38.
49

Documents On Germen Foreizn Pollicy, I, 127.
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therefore, that all these factors constituted

blend in contributlng to Ribbentrop!'s Iondon

Ipllure,

There are, moreover, other more lrportant
factors to consider in evaluating the HiblLentrop
Misalion to Ionden, Pirst of all, Ribbentrop came to
London sn Anglophile and left an Anglophobes ¥Why?
This abrupt change of heart can first of all be
traced to the fact thet his mission was & dlsappointe
ments He had falled 1n what he bad set out to do?
te secure an allisnce with Britaln along the lines
desired by Hitler. This, added to the fact that his
pride and vanity were Injured by British reactions
to his diplomatic misjudgements, produced a bitter=
nees and hatred towerd the country he hed once regerded
28 & “second home."

Secondly, what was Ribbentrop's attitude toward
Britain et the end of his mission? ERibbentrop had
come to view Britaim a2z a wesk, cowardly country,
whoze empire was fast becoming decadent and whose
people were unwilling to go to war. He had bsen
led to these conclusions by Britaln's vacillating
actions in the None~Interventlion Committee, the

concilistory and appeasing policles of Chamberlain
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and Halifax, and his own conception of Britain's
state of preparedness. It wes on ths basis of
these conclusions that Ribbentrop began to advise
Hitler that he could wreak his will in Europe
wilthout fear of HBritish in%srvanti@n,ﬁﬁaﬁviea which
finally bore its traglc frult when Bitlar declded

to invade Poland.

50
Papen, op« Clt., 376,



CHAPTER IV
FROM VIENRA TO PRAGUE

Ribbantrag szsumed the dutles of German
forelgn minlater st a critical point in European
politics, During the courss of the next tweslve
months, from WMarch 1238 te Merch 1939, the world
witnessed such historic events ss the Amscblues, the
Munloh Conference, and the liquidation of Czechosloe
vakla, To the foreign offlee Ribbemirop brought
his recently aequired Angloyhobigyﬁnﬁ convictions
that Great Britain wes a weak, decadent country,
led by & govermment that would avold war at any cost.
Threughout this perled Ribbentrop stood az the men
next to Hitler, his c¢losest confident. Comsequently
durimg the ensulng ¢risls, Hitler took Ribbentrop's
advice more and more into socount in shaping his
territorial policles., In each instance, as Ridbben~
trop's advice proved corrsct, Hitler became in-
creasingly convinced that his forelign ministerts
Judgement of Britain amd the western powers was
infallible and that in Ribbentrop he had a "second
Bismerck."

wfille
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Ribbentrop entered the forsisn office when
the Rome-Berlin Axis was growing stronger and the
policles of Greet Briteln were becomin: mors
appoasinzg,. Chambeprlsin was stil) convinced that
appeasement held the Wey to world peace, and the
world was not yet sware that the Neri appetite for
territory was insstiable.

Although Hitler publicly praised Ribbentrop,
others did not 'hold the new forelgn minister in
such lofty regard. Von ¥eurath, Ribbentrop's pre-
decessor, expressing surprise at Ribbentropls
appointment, expleinsd Hitlerts cholce gag & result
of the Fuehrer's desirs to be surrounded by "yes m&n«“i
ﬁraneﬂia~?am@at,ﬁ French smbasvador o ferlin, wrote

. 3
saven more dlsparaginglys

1&33@ Consplracy & Agsression, Supps Bs, 1481,

eFranccis»Pancet, Andre, French Ambassador in
Germany, 1931-1538; Ambssasdor In Italy, 1938-1940.

Sandre Francois~Poncet, The "mieful Years,
trans. Jacques LeClsrcqg, {New York: Harcourt, brace,
1949 ), 233«34,
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The new Minister for forelsn Affgirs wes
neither propared nor 'itted for his office.
Culturelly end intellsotuslly he wes
mediccre, His lgnorence of historlical amd
diplomatic questions was prodisgicus, His
Mission es Ambsssedor to London proved s
resounding fallures his personsl spite st
this wee %0 falsity his every judgement of
Oreat Sritaints mmtsrial and moral resources,
This, then waa the man of whom Hitler seid,
28 he wa;sed his head sdmiringly? 'hes 1s
smarter then Sismarcki' Such en appalling
eyrar proves how blind the Fuehrer was to
men and eventy at the very moment be was
about to emberk upen the rashest of unders
teakingk. Truly this Hibbemtrop, whom he
lauded o the akise, was to exercise upon
him the most constantly nefarious influsnce.

Despits resctions of this kind te hie aproinde
ment, Ribbsntirop meveribsless took up his task with
suthority and detearminations He wms resolved te
gein back for the Wilhelmstiresse some of the
progtigs and prominence thet he had bsen, haretofore,
s0 Iinstrumental in veducing. He was also snxious to
convert the cereer diplomats wholsheartedly to the
¥ational Scelallist Revolutiom. As i1llustretions of
his method, Ribbentrop on scoasion assexbled his
diplomats in militery fashlon Im the courtysrd and
paazed in review, ssalutin; each in turn, Also by
Fibbentrop's commend, the black “repudlican® frock
coat, customary dpress for post World Har I Germsm
diplomats, was discarded in favor of 8 dark blus
uniform, complete with gold buttoms, sarm insiyniae,
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oak~-leafl clusters and deygere. The new forelgn
minlster, however, was never entirely succsssful

in meiking ardent Nezls out of the Wilhelmstrssse

diplomats, who huporously referred to themselves as
"sen behind fuiiaga«”é
Ribuventrop was in the forseiyn office less than

g montn when he flew to Lendén to wind up his affgirs
28 ambazsadors He arrived thers on Merch 10, 1838,
at & time when circumsisnces in Britlsh politics

were considsred favorable for an Anglo-~German undere
gtanding. OGreat Britein wanted to avold war as long
as possible and slince ths gensral alsctlons were due
in the fall, the Conservatlive lenders felt that an
agreement with Germany would win wore votes then the
lasa sppessing pollicles of Tden. And finslly, Grest
Britaln wished, in the event war should coms, to bs
In & position to say to her dominions and potentiasl
allles that evgry poagible means had been sxhsusted

to prevent 1t.

4
Paul Seabury, The Wilhelmstrasse (Berkley:
University of California Fress, 109B4), 52

5 ,
New York Times, March 9, 1938, p. 1.
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Rivbentrop, however, did not sppear willing
to exploit this favorable situation, Hie attitude
was cool as he presented five rather harsh demands
to the British government. In summary they werel
{1) Restraint of the British press in its attacks
on Nazi OGermany, {2) recognition of Germany's
colonial claims without the colonial question forming
the besls of a ceneral agreement, (3) British
assurance of non~intervention in the affairs between
Berlin and Rome, (4) British aympathy for Oermans
living outside the Third Reich, and (&) recogznltion
of Germeny's right to defend herself sgsinst
&elgh&vigm;é

After presenting these demsnds, Ribbenivrop'e
manner mellowed somewhat, and he spent the rest of
hig vislt attending luncheons and conversing with
British stateamens. The ironic part, however, was
thet while he wes spesking in glowing terms of an
Anglo~Gsrman undsrstanding, German troops wers
marching into Austriss. British reaction was bliter,
gnd the British prees In particular resented Ribbene

tropts sapparent hyroorisy.

6
Ibidﬁ’ E&I’ﬁh IQ’ 1&58, ph 15‘¢
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Following news of the Amschluss, Ribbentrop
left Iondon, saying es he departed that he expected
to return oftem. As 8 result, the Anglo-Cerman
discussiens which were to have tsken place at this
time wers postpored indefinitely. This was probably
fortunate, for as the Hew York Times racorﬁed:v
There appears %o be a mood throughout
Great Britain that might even result in
an explosion 1f the conversations were
resumed in the nesr future.
Whatever Hibbentrop'a intentlions in going te londom
his visit sccomplished little snmd did muech to hamm
Anglo=-German relations. It wes generally felt
throughout Britaim that Ribdentrop came te London
to distract Britlsh atientlon away from svents in
Austriee. His friendly menner was interpreted as
an “ungraciouz®™ and “treacherous® performence.
Before Ribbemtrop left London, he conferred
with hls smbesszador, Herbert von Dirksen. Dirksen
observed that during these conversatlions Ribbentrop
spoke of the need to foster friendly relstioms with
Great Britain end to convince her that Germen claims

on Austria were justifled. Dirksen noted that

7 Ibid.

A
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Ribbenirop spoke with 1ll-will towards Britain but
felled to express any bitterness at the fegllure of his
miasiﬂﬁ;a Dirksen was under the Impresslon that Ribben-
trop was using him as & =crsen to conceal his true
sttitude and intentions toward the Brltish government.
But while it appears that Ribbentrop intentlionally mige
led the Britlsh, the facts do not seem to support this
assertlon.

While Ribbentrop was in Leondon, von Neurath weas
called back to the foreign office to take charge of the
diplomstic details of the Anzchluss. Yel Ribbentrop's
name appeared on the CGermsn~Austrisn Treaty of Re-Unlen,
signed while Ribbentrop was gtill in London, The questien,
therefore, arises, why was Ribbentrop absent from his
post 8% such a cruclal time? ‘“as 1t becsuse Hitler pre=-
fereed the more experienced von Neursith, or was Ribben=
tropl's role to be in Iondon to cushion the British
reaction? Or was 1t posslble that Ribbentrop knew
nothing of the Anaschluss until after it was an sccomplished
fact? To find an enswer to these Questions, 1t is first
necessary to briefly review the circumstances and svents
leeding to Hitler's march on Vienna.

On Februsry 15, 1938, Hitler called Chancellor

Hervert von Dirksen, Moscow, Tokyo, London
(Normen: Oklshomas University of Oklahoma Press, 1952),
194"95;
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Schuschniggg to Bartchesgaden. Amon,: other dsmands,
Hltler insisted that certasin members of the Austrien
Nazi Pariy be included In the Austrlan cabinet. Follow~
ing these discussions, tension over the Auvstrian question
mounted stesdily. Finally in March 1538, Schuschniag
announced that s plebiszcite would be held to decide
Buztriats fate., But two deays before the scheduled
plebliscite, & German ultimatum was delivered to the
bustrian government demanding cancellation of the plebls-
cite and resignation of the Austrisn chancellor.
Sehuschnizg, lecking popular support, bad no choice hud
to comply with the German demands. Thersupon, J6yss-
xnguarﬁ,la Kazi leader of the Auszirisn provisional governe
ment, telegraphed Hitler requesting German troops to re-
stors law and order in &ugtria.li Hitlsr complied on
Harch 12, 1938, and on the following day the lLaw of Re=
union was si:ned, Intesrating Austria with Nazi Germany.
It seems apparent, therefore, that although the

Anschluss had been Hitler's objective for some time, ite

Qsahuaﬂhnigg, Kurt von, Austrian Fedsrsal
Chanceller, July, 1934~Merch 11, 1938.

leSeyms~Inquart, Drs Artur, Austrien Nazij
¥inlaster of Interior in Schuschnigg cabinet, February
18, 19383 Austrisn Fedoeral Chancellor, March 12, 19383
exacuted at Nuremberg October 16, 1948.

1ipocuments on German Foreism Policy, I, 580.
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time teble had not been definitely established; and
that Hitler, reslizing the favorable turn of events,
acted swiftly and without consultation with his
advisers in order to pressnt the western powers with a

falt sceompll before they could intervesne., On this

basia, therefore, Ribbentrop's presence in London at
the time ol the Anachluss appears accidental,

Aithough Ribbentrop probsbly did not know of
Hitlerts exact intentlon to merch on Vienna, hs neverthe
lesgs had emrlier advised Hitler thet if Oermany sought
g2 forceful solution to the Auvstrian problem, the western

powers would not interfere, BRibbentrop, two days

before the Anschluss, wrote f{rom Londont

¥hat will England do if the Austrian problem
cannot be settled pescafuliy? Besically, I em
convineced thet Englend of her sccord will do
nothing in regard to 1t at present, but thet she
would exert e modersting influence upon thas other
powers, I belleve that the French would not go
to war now over a Jerman solution of the Austrian
queation, and nsither would the sllles of France
nor Italys. The prerequislite, however, would be s
very Qulck settlement of the Austrlan guestion.
If a solution by force should be prolonged for
any lengzth of time, thers would be danger of
complications.

Ribbentropts memorandum leaves little doubt as
to his opinions regardin. the sirenzth of the westorn
powers, He was alao convinced that the key to avoiding

western intervention was & swilt and forceful solution

121p14., 265,
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to the Austrian problem, 2 move that should not be poste
poned. Thet Ribbentrop advised Hlitler is well esteblished,
but to sssesa the extent to which hils advice influenced
Hitler's decision to annex Austris 1z more difficult.
Bu% this much 18 certein: within a few days, Hitler re-
sponded to the advice set forth in the forelgn minister's
note, observing the suggestion that 1t be 8 Quiek sclution.
Parthermore, conslidering the confldence that Hibbentrep
then enjoyed with the Fuelirer, it seems loglcal to assume
that his influence was more than negligible. After sll,
prior to this, Hitler had depended heavily uvon his
forelign minister for Ainformetion concerninz Great Dritain
and the west and he had no reason to believe that Ribbenw
trop was wrong on this occasione.

Throughout the spring of 1938, various attempis
wore made by Great Britein %o reach a dotente in her
relations with Germany. To foster an understanding, the
British were willing to make conceeslions, especlally
concernin. the colonial probleme. Hitler, however, seemed
unwlllins to negotlate and repeatedly told Henderson that
no understanding could be resched until the campaligns
agalnst him in the British press ceased, Although other
factors undoubtedly played their part, Ribbentrop clesrly
exercised an obstructing influence upon these sfforts to

bring sbout an Anglo~German rapprochement. The effect of
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Ribbentropts advice upon Hitler in this regard is ins
13
herent in the remarks of Otto Dietrich, Hitler's
14
press chisef, when he wrotes
Since Ribbenirop's returs from Iondon, Hitler
has dlsplayed inbense distrust of Enzland - in
marked contrast te his former attitude. It ia
true thst I recall conversations in which Hitler
commented ssrcastieslly unon Ribbentrop's
exagzzerated hatred for HEngland. But Ribbentrop's
one slded sppraisels soon begsn to have their
sffect, 4s Hltler became awaras of Englaand's
stiffening attitude toward him, he fell mors and
mors under the sway of Ribbentrop's Anglophobla,.
It is not implled that HRibbentrop cast o spell over
Hitler, for ths Fushrsr weasz not g wesk personality who
could be led to and fro by his advissrs. But at the
same time, ag Hitler's confidence in Ribbentrop incrsased
he depended more and more upon the adviecs of his forelun
minister, sspecislly in matiters conceming Greal Britain.
In thes summer of 1838, as the Crech crisis became
more acute, Hitler, Ribbentrop, and the Germen foreiga
office were not wlthout werning concerning the ssriousness
of the situstlion snd what Grest 3ritain'’s resction might
he in svent of & conflict, From London, von Dirksen
consistently adviged Ribbentrop during the summer of 1938

thet unless Germeny and Great Britain reachsd szreement

13§ietrich Dre Otto, State Secretary and Hesd of
Press Division in Reich ﬁinistry of Propagendaj Reich
Press Chief of Nezl Party.

léﬁtta Dletrich, Hitler {Chicagos Henry Raxnery
Company, 1985), 40-41.
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oon, war could not be avoided., Dirksen furthsr

autioned that he was convinced that 1f Germeny resorted

0 military means to solve the Czech question, England

ould "wlithout a doubt™ go to war on the slde of E?anﬁapls
Ribbentrop, however, placed little value on

iirksen's advice and passed it off ss "astonishing™ snd

mere threats.” He continued to assure the Fuehrer that

hose In authority in Grest Britain were half-hearted in

heir attitude toward central BEuropean problems and could

@ relled upon to beck down at the last &inut@.xa From

onversations with Henderson, Ribbentrop even concluded

hat Greet Britaln would undoubtedly stand aslde in the

wvent of & (CeechePFranco-German conflict. From Ribbentrop's

Aplomatic correspondence, 1t ls apparent that he trled

0 ellcit a statement from British statesmen to the effect

hat Great Britelm would not enter a conflict over Czecho-

17
lovskiae It 1s pessivle that Ribbentrop wanted to prove

15
l'Deeuw@nta On German Forelgn Policy, II, 395.

See alsct Documents on (erman Forelgn Policy, I,
158=59 «

163. ¥e Sston-Waison, From Munich To Danzig (Iondont
lathuen & Co. Ltd, 1939), 44,

lvﬁﬂrdon A¢ Cralgz and Felix Gilbert, ed., The
?iﬁlamuﬁs {Princetons Princeton University Press, 1953),
b *ag

See slso? Documents On Germen Forelun Policy, II,
T, & 409«11, ’
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sonclusively that the British would not risk a war over
sentral European problemes snd thersby show Hitler that
the less bellicose Nezis were wrongs In fearing British
intervention.

Ribbentrop, to insure that views conbtrary to hia
yan regarding Britain's probasble resction in event of
sonflict did not prevall, disseminated in late summer of 18
1938, the followins cireular to all his foreign misalons.

As you know, Intenzive foreijpn propasganda has for

some tlme besn spreading the feble that Frence would
intervene in such a case apd that Great Britain
would not stepnd asldes This propsgands leaves us
cold, and I esk you mot to let yourselves be
influvenced by it in any way. I am convinced, sand
have repsatedly glven expression to his, that no
thilrd power would be so foolhardy to atbtack Germeny
In such & case. I sxpsct you to express this In
your conversations, naturslly es being your
conviction also.
ias clreular and the menner in which Ribbentrop treated
Mriksen's advice well reveal how intolerant he was of
ontrary oplinions and bow sirongly he desirsd thet his
:nesis of Britain's weakness be accepted,

Throughout the summer and fell of 18938, the Czech
sroblen contlinued to be the major concerm of Buropean
itatesmens. In September 1838, Hitler and Chamberlain
set for thres conferences designed to arrive at s lssting
settlement of German claims on Czechoslovekia. Ribbentrop,

wwever, due to the objections of Chamberlalin, was denied

18pocuments On German Forelgn Policy, II, 829,
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an official role in the discusslone, Bitter, the foreign
minister attempted to exercise an influence from the back=-
Zrounds. Welszsacker related that Ribbentrop's sttitude
during the Munich Conferences wes extremely bellicose and
that he repestedly advised Hitler to be harsh with the
British, advocating wear if necessary. In fect Ribbentrep
ssomed to prefer war as a finsl hnmiliatién on ths Britisb.

8trancely emough, the Munich Conference reprasenitsd
a Jlow bbb in Ribbentrop!s influence with Hitlers. A4t Munleh,
the Fuehrer was not always sure of himself and of Ribbentrop's
advice that the West would do nothing in regard to Cszecho=
slovekias Also, Hitler still demonstrated a tendency to
follow the leadershlp of Mussolinl, He also felt that
war abt this time would not have the nscessary popular
support in Germany. It could also be that at Munich Hitler
wgs teating the West to see exactly how far he could goe
Be that as 1t mey, this much 12 certsin; Munich smply
substantisted Ribbentrop's convictions and convinced Hitler
that the western leaders were "little worms®™ who would
never go to war over Czechoslovakla. For as the New York

21
Times recorded in October 19381

EOErnat von Welizsacker, Memolirs, trans. John

Andrews {Chicagol Henry Regnery Company, 1851}, 150-58,

21
New York Times, October 14, 1938, p. 1.




B3

The view held in London 1s that Herr von

Ribbentrop, who is the lesder of the anti-Britlish
forces in Berlin, now enjoys the 100% confidence
of the Chancellor because the Foreizn Minister
was rizht in predicting that Britain and France
would not go to war undsr any ¢ ircumstances at
the present time.

Hitler asoon became diseatisfled with Munich. He
regretted that he had not demsnded more. He resumed his
attacks on Britain and the British press. But wlth
Hitler's change in attlitude came a stiffening of British
policy. The British felt that Hitler was to blame for
the rapid deteriorstion in Anglo~(erman relatlions beceuse
he had not taken full edvantage of the feavorable atmose
phers created at Muniche. Consequently, Europe once mors
faced the threat of war,

Ribbentrop also was disapprointed in Munich. He
felt that Hitler had nmot fully expleited the Western
poweras As & result, Ribbentrop put two theses into clircu=
lations first, that Germeny had not fully exploited the
westts fear of warj and secondly, that Englsend had used
the Munich Confersnce to gain time Iin order to strike at
8 later date, when she was better armaﬁ.gg Although there
is no specific evidence to bear 1t out, it would probably
not be far from fact to conclude that Ribbentrop, with
these two contentions, was, tc a large degree, responsible

for Hitler's changed attltude.

22
Yelzsacker, op. cit., 156,
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After Munich, and throughout the winter of 1938~
39, Hitler and his foreign minister contlnued their
efforts to keep the westsrn powers spart. In Decembsr
1638, Ribbentrop went to Paris to sign the Germen~French
Declaration, & document dsclaring that no outstanding
territorial differences sxisted betwsen the two countries.
Ribhentrop concluded from this thst France had renounced
her interest in saatern Furops and would limit her effairs
to her Empira.23 Ribbentrop also interpreted the (German~
Franch Declaration as & me jor division in the relations
hetween Parls and London., With these conclusions, and
mindful of the weskness the West had dlsplesyed at Munioch,
Ribbentrop advised Hltler that he could now solve the
Czech guestion without feay of intervention.

Ribventropts sadvice eventually found its mark, for
in March 1839 the Czech crisis came to & head. The Germsn
presa Incressed the viselencs of its prepaganda dencuncing
alleged etrocities occuring behind the Czech border.
Blovakia and Rutbenis declared thelr Independence of Prague
and sppsaled to Germany for protection. Finally, on March

23
Ibid., 171.

For text of Gsrman~French Declaration seet
Documents On German Forelgn Policy, IV, 470.
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B, 18359, President Hacha flew to Berlin in sn attempt
;0 atay Hitler's hand. His efforts were in vain, however,
)ecause while the Czech president was conferring with
iitler and Ribbentrcop, German trcops merched into Pragus.
The capltulation of Prague once again proved to
i1tler that his foreign minister was right, for spart from
rerbal protests the western powers stood stille Although
chere ars no documents to prove thet Ribbentrecp's advice
ras the major fector in Hitler's declsion to march om
rague, it 1z not difficult to meke this comeclusion. The
wmechluss had Increased Hitler's confidence in Ribbentrop's
idvice and Munich had confirmed 1t., HRibbentrop preached
1 doctrine of Britaln's moral and msterisl decadence, a
toctrine to whieh Ausirie, Munich, and Prague ssemed %to
ear ample testimony. The occupatlion of Preguse and the
*insl liquidation of the (Czech state therefore convinced
iitlor that he had a free hand in Rurope and served to set

he stage for the finel act « the destruction of Poland.

2*Eaaha, Emil, Preslident of Czechosloveklan Supreme
ourt, 1925; mewmber of the Permanent Court of Arbitration
't The Hegue) Preslident of the Czechoslovek Republic,
lovember 30, 1938 to March 15, 1830.



CHAPTER V
FROM PRAGUE T0 DANZIG

Prague, resulting in the finsl dismemberment of the
Czech state, again proved to Hitler the correctnsess of his
foreign ministerts advice concerning the resctions of the
wostern powers. Ribbentrop was consequently elevated in
Hitler's esteems Fow having seen demonstrated this new
evidence of British and French weskness, Hitler confi-
dently turned to s settlement on the Danzig problem. A4nd
as in ths (Czech crisis, Hibbentrop from the beginning
asanrﬁé‘ﬁitlsr thet he would have mothing to fear from the
wozt In forcing s seolution of the Polish gquestion.

But Prague had at lesst brought about & change in
the attitude of the British government. While warning
that he would never ayaln believe in Hitler's assurances,
Neville Chamberlain announced Britein's pesce efforts
would be based on srmaments and protective defsnse. To
Ribbentrop, #till posing aa Hitler's sxpert on Great
Britain, these warning went unheeded, And therein lies
the tragedy of the opening of World War II,

Before turning to the Tanzlg question, Hitler and

his forelyn minister declded first to setile the problem



T
of Memel., On March 21, 1939, seven days after the
oceupation of Prague and undsr haa%y'&$rmaﬁ pressure,
Lithuanis surrendered Memel to Nazi Germany. Western
reaction wes slight, the regult not so much of the sudden=-
negs of Hitler's sction as of the fact that Memel re-
presonted one af the most legal of Hitler's claims. For

& long time, it had generally been asccepted throughout
Europe thet Lithuanis had little Jusztification in retaining
thiz smell territory bordering Esst Prussie. With the
Memelland placed on the rack with the Rhineland, Austrlis,
end Czechoslovakis, Hitler and Ribbentrop began to concoct
8 cage for the snnexation of Danzig.

The German-Poliszh problem, so far as it concerned

Hazi Germany, dates from 1934, when Hitler, in an effort
to relisve sxisting ftensions, concluded g ten year none
sggression pact with Polsnde From 1234 to 1988, relations
between the two countries followed a relatively smooth
course. But the Anschluss, the Munich Conference (%o
which the Poles were not invited), end the capitulation
of Prague revived old snxietlies and csused the two
countries to drift rapidly apart.

Shortly afta§ ths Munich Confersnce and In & convers

sation with Lipski, the Polish smbassador, Ribbentrop set

1Eipski, Josef, Polish Ambassador to Germany,
November 15, 1934 to “eptember 1, 1939,
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forth the Garmen claim to Danzig end proposed thats (1)
Nenzig be incorporated withim the Third Reichj (2) extra«
territorlal rosds snd rallroasds be bullt across the
Janzilg territory and scross the Corridor by Germany and
Poland; (3) Poland have a2 free port in wgnzlgs {4) the
Frontiers be mutuslly guaranteed; and (5) the Non-Age-
rrassion Pact be extendsd to twenty-five yaara.a Lipski
replied no szroement wasg possible s0 long as Germany
iemanded the incorporation of namzig;s

In Jeanuery 1939, Ribbentrop went to Warssw for a
three day visit under the pretext of repaying s recent
3enk§viait to Berlin., Since his attitude was unusually
friendly (he spoke in glowing terms of Germany's fondness
for ber Polish neighbor) Ribbentrop's mein objective seems
ko have bsen to draw Poland Into the Antl-Comintern Pact,
Yo this suggestion, snd In reply to the propossls pre-
viouesly submitted to Lipskl, Reck gave his guest a stronge
ly worded almost wholly negative reply. 4And thus with the

Pailure of yet another mission, Ribbentrop left Warsaw

gL. Be Namler, Diplomsatlc Prelude, 1938~1939

[Londont MscKillan & (0., Ltd., 1048), &9-40.

3Iv1d., 40.

ésaek, Jossf, Pollsh Foreizn Minister from 1832
to 1939,
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ereatly discontented,” diaplaying "coldness and 1li-
numour.”5

In March 1939, Ribbentrop again conversed wlth the
Polish smbassgdor, but on this occasion his msnner was
sharper and more demanding. He Inslsted thet his esrlier
proposalis were still viewsd by the German government as &
sine gus non in sny discussions seeking a solution te the
Danzig questions At the converaastions' end, Ribbentrop
nanded Lipski a note embodyin: his sarlier proposals and
rogussted an immedlate r&@ly»ﬁ

Beek replled to the Gsrmen note on March 25, 1839
by setting forth a countere-proposal providing for a joimt
German Pollsh guarantee of Dengig to secure both the
political and economic rights of Danzig as well aeg ths
rishts of the German and Polisbh populations within the
Denzlg territorye. Beck's note mede it clesr that were
Bermany to peralst in demanding the lncorporation of
Dengig into the Third Reich, Poland saw no easy solution
of the problem,

Beek's rafusal to bow to Ribbentrop's demends deade
locked German-Polish negotiations, and the situation repide-
ly sesumsd crisis proportions. 7To Ribbentrepl's sstonishe

gent and anzer, the next development came from London.

SNamier, op. cit., 58.

sggsi Conepiracy & Agersssion, VIII, 492«94,
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Following & brief visit by Beck to Great Britain, ths
British government ennounced on April 6, 1839 the
conclusion of sn Anglo~Folish Pact. Referred to saa the
Pblank check™ of World war II, this sgreement provided
that Poland and Britein were to give each other mutusl
ssgistance should eilther or both parties bs attacked by a
third powsr.? This unrestrained guarsnies te Poland re-
pressnted an almost unbelievedls change of policy on the
part of the Chamberlain govermment, for it was the first
time Britain had ever unreservedly ziven & military
commitment to an eastern Buropean power whose geographle
position obviocusly rendered direct Britliszh help impossible.
This development in what now became s thres~cornered
Polish problem surprized both Hitler and Ribbenirop.
After the war, Goering recalled that the concluslon of the
Anglo~Polish Pact "made & deep impresasion on Hitler" =
but not to the point of convincing hin that Britsin would
go to war.g Bimilarly taken sback by the Pact, Ribbentrop
likewise refused to belleve that Britain would intervene
In the event of a forceful ammexsation of Danzig. Von

Papen, for instance, spoke with Ribbentrop on April 7,
1939 and concluded that the foreipgn minister was still

7
Hazi Conspliracy & Apgression, VIII, 492-04.

8
Negl Comspirscy & Aggression, I, 713.
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convinced "that Grest Britain wes only bluffing."g ¥or
iid Ribbentrop's attitude changse during the next month,
since ha t0ld the Hunparisn prime minister "that 1t was
nis firm convictlion that, no matter what happened in
Furops, no French or En;lish soldler would asttack aarmany.%G

Hitler answersd the Anzlo-Polish Pact in hils
Relchstaz spsech of April 28, 1v3v,. After dwelling
oriefly on the justification for his acticn in Czecho=
slovakis, Hitler turned to the rollish guestion, He stated
rith regret that since Great Britain sew flt to oppose
3ermany over Poland he thersfore had no alternative butb
to dsnounce the Anglo-German Naval Agresment of 1936, In
concluding, Hitler restated the CGerman clalm to Danzig,
once more inelsting that a settlement couid be reasched
only on the baals of the Germen prap@ﬁ&isgll

On the same day as Hltler's speech, Ribbentrop
notlified the Polish government that his demsnds must be
the basis of any agreement. The Poles snswered in May

with the assertion that they saw no contrediction between

gF?anz von Pspen, Wemoirs (New York: E.P. Dutton
% Campany, Inc., 1955}, $<3 g

Ses alsoi Namler, op. cit., 135.

leﬂazi Conspiracy & Aggression, VII, 192,

118. We Seton-¥atson, From Munich To Danzig (London:
Methuen & Co., Litd., 1939), 238.38,
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the Angzlo«Polish Pact and the German«Polish Agreement of
1934, ‘The Polish note further asrgued that the Polish
government viewed the CGermsn demsnds as an ultimatumg
it would never willingly see DNanzig become pert of the
German Raich.lz

In Hitler's apsech and Ribbentrop's diplomatic corre-
spondsnce, 1t seems apparvent that, despite Poland's refusgl
to submit to German pressure and Britsin's hardening policy
as Indicated in the Anglo~Polish Pact, both Hitler and
Ribbentrop siteadfastly refused to believe that their
actions would precipliete a general war in Burope.

Hitlerta confidence in Germany's position vig-a-vig
Great Britaln was Incrsssed ss a result of ths Psct of
Steel concluded between Cleno end Ribbentrop on Mey 22,
18392, The German~Italien Allience, which transformed
the looss Rome-Berlin Axis into & formal militery allisnce,
increased Hitler's and Ribbentrop's expectetions of re-
solving the Pollsh issue without incurring the intervention
of Brltain snd the western pewars.l§ %ith this in wmind,
Hitler begen to formulatse his plans for the liguidstion

14
of Polande. Hs told his generals on May 23, 1939, thats

12xag1 Conspiracy & Aggresaion, VIII, 445-48.

laxaiealm Muggeridge, ed. Cisno's Diplometic Papers

Kpzi Consplrecy % Agzression, I, 392~400.
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We must attack Poland at the first suitable
opportunlitys Ye cannot expect a repetition of
the Czech affglirs, There will be 2 ware. Our task
is to isolate Polands There muat be no simultaneous
confliet with the Western powsra. Fundamentally,
therefore, conflict with Poland -~ beginning with
the attack on Poland - will only be successful
if the Testern powers keep out of 1t, If this is
impoasible it willl be better to attack in the
Fest and settle Poland at the same time,

iitler went on to state the reasons why he thought Great
3rltein would not intervene.

Fngland's stake in the war 1s unimaginably
grest, QCur enemles have men who are below average.
No personal tles, no mesters, no men of asction.
The English 414 not emerge from the last war
strengthened, From g meritime point of view,
nothing was achieved, Conflict between England
and Irsland, the South African Unlom became more
independsnt, concessions had to be made to Indla,
Eagland 1s in great danger, bher industrles are
unhealthys A British statesman can only look
in the future with concern. Thersfore the proba-
bility is 2611l great that the West wlll not
interfere. It may, however, turn out differently
with Bagland snd France, one cannot predict with
certainty., I fligure on a trade barrler, not on
blocksde, and with it the severance of relations.

Thet Ribbenirop shared this seams view 1s revealed

in a condult de langage he sént to all foreign misaions

In May 1930 in which he statsd that the Polish problem
ould be settled at enytime by Hitler in forty-elght houra
wnd that the western powers would be unable to render
sffective asslistsnce to Polend. It 1= alleged that Ribben-
trop atated at this time that if he heard of snyone
sxpressing sn opposite view, he would personally shoot him

ind assume full responsibility to Hitler for his
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action, General Guderian, writing in the postewar

period and commenting upon events in June 1939, cone

17
cludeds

Thers was no lack of political warnings, But

Hitler and his forelgn minister had persusded
themselves that the Western powers would never
risk a war with Germany and thst they, thersfore,
had a free hsnd In Fastern Europe,

Throughout the summer of 1939, Hltler was uncompro-
mising in hils demands onm Poland. The British, however,
demonstrated &8 willingnesa to reach an understandinge In

18
July, Sir Horsce Wilson, prszumably at the instruction
of Chamberlain, spprosched von Dirksen with & broad oute
line for a solution to outstanding pelitlical, economic,

and military matterse At the heart of Wilson's propossals

15
K&ﬁﬁ,@r, &2’ 313‘, 223,

See alsol? Cralg & Gilbert, The Diplomata, 436

sﬂud@rian, Cols General Helngz, World War II
Commander of Panzer Troops; Chief of 3taff, 1944-45;
helped defeat July 1944 putsch against Hitler; succeeded
by Krebs.

17
Heinz Ouderian, Panzer Leader, trans. Constantine
Fitzgibbon, {New York: E, P, Dutton % Cos, 1952), 85.

18
Wilson, Sir Horace, Chief Industrial Adviser
to British Government, 1930-1939, seconded to the
Treasury for service with the Prime Minister, 1935«
1832,
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was the su:geatlon that Greset Britain and Germany conclude
s none-aggression pesct which would, thereby, Iree CGreat
Britain from her Polish csmmitmentsglg In early August,
Wllson sgein put forward the same suggestions, emphasizing
the need for Great Britsin to undo the Pollish knet as a
bgsis for an understanding with Germeny.

In both instences, Dirksen cabled Wilson's proposals
to Berlin but prscelved not the slishtest response from
his forelgn miniater‘gg Thersupon, and convinced of the
importance of Wilson's proposals as the key to avoelding
what ctherwise appeared an inevitable conflict, Dirksen
travelled to Serlin In mideAugust personally to present
there views to Ribbentrop and Hitler.

Dirksen arrived in Berlin on August 13, 1839, the
day fellowing the discusslions between Ribbentrop, Hitler
and Clsno at Salzburg. Dirksen first, and wilthout success,
requeated an intsrview with Ribbentrop. Hes next conferrsd
with Weizsacker concerning the fate of his reports from
Iondon. Welzsacker gave & vague reply inferring that
Ribbentrop had filed them In the wastebaskel. Dirksen did
learn, however, that his snalysls of Great Britaein end
the reports of hls discussions with Wilson had been in-

19
Gordon A, Crsig and Felix Gilbert, Bd,., The

Diplomats (Princetont Princeton University Press, 1053),

20
Herbert von Dirksen, Moscow, To , London (Normani
University of Oklahoma Press, I9bZ), 227-28.
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sarpreted by Ribbentrop "as further sigms of British
:eaknaa&.”zl After walting for several days without
receiving an interview with Ribbentrop, Dirksen, in dise
rust, resigned from the forsisn office send wrote Ribbenw
srop & len:thy memorandum sbtating that Grest Britain}waalﬁ
nost cearteinly go te war 1f Germany abtacksd Polanﬂ;gﬁ

This discussion of Ribbantrop's relations with von
dirksen significantly reveal Ribbentrop'!s predisposed
sonviction that regardless of what happened Gresat Tritaln
vould not fight. HEibbentrop sither bslieved this 2o
strongly or else had doubtes of the strength of his own con-
rictioms so that he refused to listen to snyone with a
rontrary opinion, regardless of how good the socurce. There
tz, hewever, oune additionsl factor which might heve ln-
"luenced Ribbentrop to dlzrvegerd Dirksen’s advice. At this
oint, German~doviet nszotistions were proceading at a
rapld pace and 1t seemsd possibvle that am allisnce could
>¢ reached with ths Soviet Unions. It iz possible, there-
fore, that Hibbentrep concluded that if thls allliance
sould be realized it would force CGreat Britain intc an even
veaker position and thet Germsny could therefore well afford

b turn its back on the British offer.

21
Ibid., 229.
22

Ibide, 230.
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™e conversations between Hitler, Ribbentrop, and
Cisno, held in mideAugust, 1939, et Salrburg, provide
sdditional proof thet Hitler and Ribvbentrop firmly be=

lleved thet a German~Polish conflict would not draw Great
23
Britain into a war, Clano recorded thats

Hitler repeatedly stated that he is convinced
that the confllet will be locsllized snd gives the
following ressonsi France and England will cere
teinly make extremely thestricel gestures but will
not go to war, bscause their militery and moral
preparatlions are not such as to sllow them to bew
gin the conflict, ALt the most the English can
set up & Plockede in the North Sea between the
coaate of Scotland and Scandanavia and at ths mouth
of the Channel. They might even sttempt some aly
action ageinst Germsn centrss, bubt that 1z not
probable, elther for fear of German entleaircraft
dafences or fear of rsprisals.

Ribbentrop expressed hils conviction in this regard by re-
marking to Clano that "his information and sbove all his
paycholoaical knowledes of Englsnd made him certsin that

24
any armed Britizh intervention is rauled out." Ciano

disagreed with Hitler end Ribbentrop but sincerely hoped
that they were correct, Clano recalled that on one
occaslon during these dlscussions, he and Rlbbentrop were
walking In the garden and he asked the Germsn forelan
minlstert "wWell, Ribbentrop, what do you want® The Corri-
dor or Denzig? 'Not any mors,' Kibbentrop replied, 'We

256
want War."

%mggel’idgﬁ, S ,33.:0, 301.
B&Ibid*, 297
25

Galeagzo Ciano, The Ciano Dieries (New York: Double-
day & Company, Inc., 1946), 5BZ.
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Ciano's recollsctions seem to leave little doubt
hat Hitler and Ribbentrop were bent on the invasion of
oland and thet both were firmly convinced that Great
ritain would remaln passive, To what extent Hitler's
ttitude was Inflnenced by Ribbentrop is difficult to judge,
ut that his influence was more than sliht is implied in
on flgssell's Diary when he wrote: "Goering no longer has
ach to say; Himmler, Goebbels, and Ribbentrop are now
anaging Hitlar.”gs At snother point, Von Hassell recorded
nats "According to all reports, Ribbentrop is the man
hoe has the most influence with ﬁitler."g? It is under=-
tandable that Hitler was dgyendent to & conslidersble degres
pon Ribbentropts advice anﬁ’juagament, because after all
ibbentrop had bemn entirely correct in his predictlons
£ the resctions »f the westorn powsers. And the PFushrsr
ad no reason to belleve that Ribhentropls "psychologicel
nowledge™ of Rritain wes anything but correct.

On August 23, 193¢, Ribbentrop returned from Moscow
saring the German-30oviet Treaty of Non-Aggreasion., This

ulminated e work of severs] months, beginning roughly

®5y1rien von Hassell, The Von Hassell (Doubleday
Company, Inc,, 1947}, 60,

27
Ibide, 45
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fter Britain's guarantes to Poland, and was aimed at
ividing Russia snd the Western powers, It hed been
ibbentrop's contentlion throughout that if a Russalen
lliance could be obtalned, Great BRritain would be left
ithéﬁt & potential ally in sastern Burope and would theree
ore be even more reluctant to involve herself in a genersl
ar over Poland. 7The Cerman-Soviet Alllancs increased
itler's esteem for Ribbentrop snd hia diplomscy and come
inced the Fushrer that Grset Britein had been forced into
poaition from which zhe could do nothin: but sit bsck
nd pessively witness esvents,
The importance Hitler atteched to the Russian

1lisnce in ruling out possible British interventlon ls

learly revealed in s conference wlth hls generals on
' <8
ugust 82, 195%. He stated:

Colonel Genersl von Brauchitsch bas promised
me to bring the war sgainmst Poland to & conclusion
within a few weeks, If he would have told me that
1t would take two years or even one year only, I
would not have issued the order to msrch and would
have temporarily eantered into an alliance with
Bngland instesd of Russia, Por we cannot conduct
o long ware. In sny case g new situation has now
been created., I have witnessed the miserable worms
Dalsdier and Chemberlain in Munieh., They will be
too cowarily to attack. They will go mo further
than blockede. Agalnst it we beve cur suterchy
end the Ruszian raw materials. Poland will bs de-
populated and colonized with Germanse. Ny psct with
Poland was only mesant to stall for time, And he-
sides, gentlemen, in Russis will happen just what
I heve practiced in Polend. After Stalin's desth

8
Kezl Consplrmcy & Aggression, VII, 7535-54.
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{he is seriously 111l) we shall crush the Soviet
Union,

From thias peoint, events moved swiftly. On August
25, 1939, Britain enswered the German~Soviet Alllance by
announcing that the Anglo~Polish Pact had bsen signed
and thereby made official. It 1s plain that nelther
Hitler nor Ribbentrop had counted on this development,
Ribbentrop testified at Nuremberg that following the
Britiah announcement he went to Hitler and psrsusded the
Fuehrer temporarily to halt the invasion of P@lanﬁ.gg
Goering testified that Hitler wss also disturbed., Goering
atated thet on the same day that Britain gave her guarantee
to Poland Hitler eslled him on the tslephome to tell him
that bhe had stopped the lnvesion scheduled for the following
daye Goering asked for how leng, and Hitlsr replied that
it was Just temporary but he would first have to zee 1f he
could eliminate British imterv&ntimn.$0

Although Britain's unreserved anmnouncement to
support Poland disturbed Hitler and his foreign minlster,
it nevertheless 4id not destroy theilr convictions that
Great Britain would not go to war, General Guderien,
commenting upon these events of August 285-26, substantiated

31
this when he wrotet

ggﬂhgi Conspirecy & Aggression, VIII, 535-36.
301p1d., B34.

31
Guderian, Op. cit., 66.
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By meenms of a secret agreement with the
Russisns during these days Hitler had imsured
the protection of his rear in the event of war
but owing %o Ribbemtropts disastirous influsnce,
11lusions were still being cherlsbed conceraning
the probable resctioms of the Westeram powers
it was considered ualilkely that they would
declare war.

Mesnwhlile relations between Grsat Britain amd
srmany continued through Henderson in Berliin. On August
8, 1939 Hitler, Hemderson srd Ribbemtrop met in confere
nces Henderson read a letter from Chamberlain 1m which
he 1a;jer acknowledged the need [or s settlement and for
he friemdehip of Germany amd suggested that direct
egotiations beginm lmmedialely on the primciples of safe-
narding Poland's essentisl interests and resolviag the

52
plish preblem by sn imternatione]l gusrantee,

aints letter spparently left the doer open for aszresment
8d passed the Initiative to Hitler. At thiz point, it
semed diffieult for Eitimr'ta dscide on asreement Or WA
sizsacker recorded thet Hitler amd Ribbemirop spent the
emsinder of the day twyiag to decide on which course %o
ake. One minute, scoording te Welzsacker, they spoke in
he friemdlieat terms ebout Great Britain snd the next
inute they talked of waging war st any price, but as the

ay wore on thely thoughta turned more and more towards

32
The British War Biue Bock (New York: Farrar &
inehart ¥ Company, 1099), I§§=EK¥
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War,.
Filnally on August 29 Fltler snswered Chamberlain's
letter by telling Henderson that he still dessired an Anglo-
Jerman understanding but thet the Polish problem consti-
tuted s barrler to sgreement. Hitler slsc stated that he
saw no possibllity of resolving the queation by negotistion
but was, however, atill willing to enter into direct
iiscusaslons. At tho same time, Ribbentrop told Henderson
that he would Inmedistely draft a set of proposals aimed
at & solutlon. He further assured ths British ambeszador
that 1f & Pollsh representative asppesred wlthin twenty-
four hours, he would be well rmeaivad.gﬁ Although the
Chamberlain letter seemed toc have moderated Hitler's tene
somewhat, 1t by mo means convineed Hitler and Ribbentrop
that Great Britain would honor her Pollish commitments.
Jeneral Ealﬁer,gg in his Diary, stated that "az & result
3f the Chamberlain letter, the impraa@ian in Beriln was
that Great Britain was still soft on ths issue of a major

36
ware”
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In the lste evenlng of August 30, 1939, Ribbentrop
weoompenied by the Interprester $chmidt,5? met with Hendere
ion to receive the British governmentit's reply to Hitler'ts
wete of the preceding day. Ribbentrey*s mood was hostile.
¢ ranted at Henderson because the Polish representative
1ad not yet appeared. Henderson replied that to expsct
rithin twenty~four hours a Polish representative who had
10t even seen the German propossls wes unreasonsble,
Following a hesated debate, Ribbentrop furicualy produced
i document and resd the German government's proposals inm
jJermsn s0 vapidly that Henderson wes unable to grssp thelr
full content. When Ribbentrop finished, Henderson asked
‘or s copy of the propossls for trapsmittsl to the British
wnd Polish governments. But much to Henderson's, and even
jechmidt's surprise Eibbentrep refused, saylng, it was now
too late anyway since the FPolish representative had falled
to appear. With this, the conversatlons ended in the most

38
mpleasant s tmosphere.

3%
Sermidt, Dr. Paul Otto, interpreter in the
Jerman Forsign Minliatry, 1923-1948,

38&!&1 Comspiracy & Aggression, VIII, 472-73.

Ses alac: Nevile Henderson, Failure Of A Mimsion
'New Yorks G. P. Putnam's Sons, 1940), 265-86.

Ses also: Paul Schmldt, Hitler's Interpreter,
ReHeCe Stead, ed. (London: Willlam Heinemann, Ltd.,
1851}, 151-52.
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Both Henderson amd Schmidt later claimed that they
Cirmly believed that Ribbentrop had refused to give Hendsr-
son the propesals becsuse he feared thet CGreat Britain
would be able to persusde Poland to ng%ae t® the Jerman
demands and would thus nullify sny sxcuse to aﬂtack‘?ﬁlgnﬁfg
Thizs judgement sesms valid since it was felt at the time
that the Cerman demands were not, in themselves, entirely
unressonable and might ;ell have served as a basis fepy
negotiations. But imataa&, Ribbesatrop chose to cut all
threads lesding to a pesceful solutiom, thersby felling to
4o his part In preveanting a situstionm which eould only
lesd teo wnr;ﬁ

On August 31, 1939, Hitler defimitely decided upen
war sad gave the order for the attsck on F@iunﬁ %o coumence
the follewing mornimg. On September 3, 1089, after twe
days of the Pelish-German fighting, Great Britaim declared
war om GePmsny. Dr. Schmidt, who tranalated the British
rote to Hitlsr, c¢learly recerded Hitler's and Ribbentrop's
reactions when he wruttzﬁg

When I eptered the room, Hitler was sitting at

his desk and Ribbenirop stood by the windew. Beth

looked up expectantly es I csme in., I stopped at
some distance from Hitler's deak, and slowly

sgﬁﬂMdﬁl DPs« ﬂit»¥ 151-568.

wl'biﬂ., 158,
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translated the Britisb government's ultimstum,
When I finished ithere was complete sllence.
Hitler sat immoblle, gszin: before him, He was
not at & loss, &8s afterwerds stated, nor 4id he
rage as othera allege. He sst completely silent
and uvrmovinge.
After an interval which seemsd an agse, he
turnsd te Ribbentrop who had remained stending by
the window. "What now?® ssked Hitler with a savage
look, as though lmplying that his Forelgn Miniater
hed misled him about Englend!s probsble resction,
Ribbentrop answered gquietly: "I assume the
Prench will hend in s similar note within the hour.

Although Sehmldt was the only other person present
‘hen Hitler and Ribbentrop received the British ultimatum,
wwhers shared the same view, Otto Dietrieh, Hitler's press
hief, writing in the post-war perlod, remarkadsél

Hitler had not expected England and Ffrente to
enter the war on behalf of Polands. It waes plain teo
see how stumed he was by the declaration of war,
He thought the Pasternm powers were not sufflcisntly
re-anrmed and believed the West Well constituted a
political shleld against them, This miscalcoulation
on Hitler's part was ultimately rooted in his
complete lack of understanding of moral fectors
in Internstional politics and his exclusive falih
in force. But Ribbentrop alszo undoubitedly played
a fateful part, It 13 true that Hitler could not
be swayed once he had msde s decision, but without
Ribbesntrop he would not heve come to such perverse
conclusions sbout England. Although unteachabls,
he depended upon hls foreipgn minister for the facts
of life sbout forelgn countries and diplomatic ree
lationa. If Ribbentrop had sdvised sgalnst 1t, he
would scarcely have undertalken the sttack on Poland,
wlth the conseguences that inevitably flowed out of
it, gilven the politicel situetion of the time,

41
Otte Dietrich, Hitler, (Chicagot! Henry Hegnery
‘ompany, 1955), 47-48,.
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42
Wdmiral Reedar, Iin his post-war teztimonies, placed the

wijor nortion of the blame for the outbresk of the war
43

iguarely on Ribbentrop when he zalds

In my opinion, it was not glven to the Fuehrer
to grasp fully the mentality of the Englisha. The
person 6 Ribbentrop was in this connection a
special obstacle insofar as he made Aifflicult the
transmisslion to the Fuehrer of conceptions, baged
on decedes of experlence, and on historicai studies
of experlsnced diplomats like von Neurath snd the
diplomats of the Navy, which conceptiona could have
served the Puelrer as the basls of his judgewents
end declisions,

On the part of the Emplish, the die~hard Germano=
phobes began to polisoa the sitmosphere. On the part
of the Germans, the sppointment of the eyuslly
stupld and concelited end diplomaticslly umuseble
von Ribbentrop es embsssador in Iondon, and lster
as succesacr to FWeursth as foreign minister, mads
1t Imposgible for every tedlously prepared agrede-
ment to davelops,

levile Henderszon, writing at the end of his mission,
ienerally agreed with Dietrich, Schmidt, end Rseder and
wompared Blsmarck and the ¥ms telegram incident to BElbbenw
srop and his refussl %o submlt the Cermsn proposals the
iight of August 30, end concluded that Ribhsntirop felt
16 nesded & war to prove he was s "second Bismarck.”
lenderson further obaserved tna€:*4
It 1is Iimpossible to exaggerste the melign in-
fluence of Ribbentrop, Goebbels, Himmler, and com=

pany, It wes consistently sinister, not so much
beocause of its suggestiveness (since Hitler alone de~

4gﬁaadar, Erich, Grend Admirsl, Commander In Chief
Wf German Navy, 1935-~1943.

*Syass Conspiracy & Aggression, VIII, €88.

4iﬁendersen, Spe £1t., 265~64,.
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cided policy) nor because it merely spplauded

and encouraged, but because Hitler dld appear

to hesitate and the extremists of the party at

once procseded to fabricate situatlons celculated

to make Hitler embark upon courses which sven he

at times seems to have ahrunk from risking.

The list is almost sﬁﬂl&aa of those who generally

shared these opimlons of Ribbentrop and the effect of
1is advice upon Fitlers Imcluded would be such personalitles
18 Welzsacker, Kesselring, von Hassell, von Mackensen,
wind Ciano, to only mentlon a few. Some of these men kept
lay-to-day diasries, othere reserved thelr commentsz for the
>ost-war period, amd all had different ressons for writing.
jome wrote for personal vindicstlon, others to apologize
"or Cermany. But ths fact remains that all of these men,
reny of whom were close te Hitler, Ribbentrop, and events
»f the time, essentlally sgreed in thelr estimations of
ibbentrop and hia influence upon Hitlers Therefore it
seems ressonmsble to conmclude that Ribbenirop, from the
md of hls London ambassadorship to the attack omn Poland,
ronsistently sdvised Hitler that Britain and the western
sowers ware wesk and uvunwilling to fight and this sdvice
yxerted an lmportant, even msjor Influence upon Hitler

and his decisionss



CHAPTER VI

CONCLUSIOR

Essentially thls has been a study of attltudes and
infiuences; or to be more preclse, the attitudes of
Foachim von Ribbentrop snd his influence upon the pollcies
ind declsions of Adolph Hitlsr. By its naturs, a study
>f this kind 1z both complex and inconclusive, one about
raich the final word can probably never be written, But
vacsuse of 1ts complexity end inconclusiveness it does not
thereby defly interpretation or preclude one from drawing
zertain conclusions.

Ribbentrop's meteoric rise from a wine merchant to
the Minister of PForeigm Alfairs of the Third Reich within
the spece of six ysars represenits s phenomenon in the
realm of diplomscy, phenomensl becsuse of his lack of
liplematic preparstion. Why Hitler chose Ribbentrop when
¢ could heve selected from smong the meny capable and
yxperisnced members of the German forelgn offlice can only
6 anawered in terms of Ribbsntrop's character and Hitler's
iistrust of German offlicialdom.

In Ribbsntrop, Hitler found many appealing qualitles.
ie was something of & yes-man who, if he did not share

«l07=
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[1tler's views, at lesst seldom dissgreed with his Fuebrer.
¢ slways masde it 2 policy to tell Hitler what he wanted
;0 hear and in this manner was able to burrow hias way inte
1tler's confidsnce. Ribbenirop moreover possessed qualit~
.68 which set him apart from the usual type of Hitler's
lubordinates. He wes wealthy, polished, widely travelled,
md fluent In three langusges. In addition, and probably
wst important of all Ribbentrop was openly pro-British
rith many Important end influential British contacts.

The claim that Ribbentrop waz g fanatical devotes
\f the tenets of Nazi ldeology is questionsble. What
widence thers is tends to show bhim ez g peliticel oppor-
s'uniste Whether Hitler was of this opinion ls also
luestionsble, but at least he found in Ribbentrop the type
£ man with whom he had more in common then with the

‘areer diplomats of the Wilbelmstrasse. These latter were

‘ar too conservative, so the Fushrer felt, to be enthusi-
istic about the dynemics of the Watiomsl Soclislist Revoe
xutions Instesd, Hitler preferred more eager, more emotlone
11 men who would mot shrink from violence in executing

'he dictates of the Nazi doctrine. These he consldered

wre important prerequisities than political intelligence
md formal preparationes And Ribbentrop had all of these

jualifications in abundance.



109w

Mindful therefore of his British sentiments and
iontacts, Hitler sent Hib entrop to London in 1936 with
the hops that he would be sbls to obtaln the long-sought
inglo=German allisnce, But Ribbentrop went to London an
inglophile and came away an Anglophobes In the course of
113 smbasssdorship, his optimism turned to pessimiam, his
friendliness to bittermess. It was a Dittermpesz born of
isappointment, It was in thisz frame of mind that Ribben=-
:rop formed his distorted and dissstrous opinions of the
iritish people. He came away from London comnvinced that
iritain wag wealk, that her emplre was decaying, and thei
18 people were unwilling to fight another ware Tn holding
these views in 1937 and 1938, Ribbentrop was not alone, for
in those years there was a declded, populer, and widespread
iversion to war in both Britain and France. Ribbsatrop's
sisjudgement lay in his sssuption thet there wes no limit
:0 what the people of Britain end France would endure from
a2l Germeny before they resorted to war.

These were uaforturnate views for onse who headed the
terman forelzn office and ateered German forsign policy
shrough the treschsrcus waters of the next two years.
farly In 1938, Hitler took a dim view of Ribdbentrop's
imalysis of Britain, considering it a product of his ex-
\ggerated Anglophobla. But as time passed, Hitler came

nrore and more to share Ribbentrop's calsmitous sssumptionse
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he policles and actiona of the western powers certainly
seemed to subatantiate Ribbentrop'!s contentions, for
france snd Britaln sven bsfore had stood peesively by
vhils Hitler reccecupled the Fhineland. When Cesrmasn troops
amarched inte Ausiria, egain there were protests but no
soncerted action, and when the west capltulated to Hitler
tt Munich {the high point of his hold over Burope), Hitler
vaa convinced of the corrsctness of Ribbentrop's advices

The gquestion can be asked whether Hitler, by him-
36lf and without the help of Ribbentrop, would have arrived
kt these same conclusionses To say thet he would 1s selling
ibvbentropts influsnce a little short. Had not Ribbentrop
seen Hitler's right hend man, it is very possible that
this position would heve fallen te Gosering, and it is well
mown that Goering was much less warlike in his views and
favored, instead of war, a second Munich. On the other
and, Hitler had mueh evidence to aubstantiate his con-
rictions, yet, at times he appsared te hesitate and doubt
the atrength of these convictions. When this ocoured,
ibbentrop wes at his side to suggest sand éncourage, This
seoms to be the key factor in Ribbentrop's influence with
jitler and partially, at least, answers the question of
vhether Fitler would have come to these perverse conclusions
yithout the Asalstance of his forelgn minister,

But in the period following Munich a szradual bhange

vas evident in British policy. The Munich settlement was
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a0t exactly populsr, but at lesst 1t was generally felt
Iln Britein that everything reasonable had been done to
satiate Hitler's territoriel ambitions in Burope, and
time had besn boupht, But there was a2lso an incresse in
pilitery preparations and people bsgan t¢ fece the thought
3f war with more reality. On the other hand, Ribbentrop's
riews regarding the west were essentlally unchanged., He
xnd Hitler approached the Czech crisis with confldencs
that mothing was to be feared from either France or Britainm,
fThelir confidence seemed jJustified. For In March 1939 when
Iitler marched into Prague, the westera powers ztood
pasnively by. The time for s shqgaawn had not yet arrived,
sut In Britein 1t was realized that the Munich agreement
vas just encother "scrap of paper” and Hitler ambitions
wd pot besn zatisflisd through appeasemsnt.

With such remarismble successes behind them, it was
mrdly astonishing that Hitler and Ribbesatrop turned to
the Pollsh problem with aszsurance that thelir way wss une-
bstructed, Had not the Rhineland, Austrla, Spain, Munich,
mnd Prague demonstrated that Britain and France did not
intend to interfere? Ribbentrop was convinced that there
vas little danger in another throw of the dice, and he
rvdviged and eéncouraged Hitler to settle the question of
Janzig without fear of British intervention, He was

ipparently totally unaware of what Prague meant to the
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Jritish. Not sa fully convinced of British decay as
ibbentrop, Hitler entertained some doubts, especially
1fter Britein geve har ™blank check®™ to Poland in April
1939+ But Ribbentrop kept up his conslstent sdvice, and
then he brought home the Germsn~Soviet Pact in August
939, Hitler's fears were allayed, ¥ven after Britain
1ade her ;uarantee to Foland official snd Hitler agein
ihowed signs of besltating, Ribbentrop was at his side to
\dvise and encourages And when finally confident that his
"oreign minister was correct, Hitler decided to take the
ttep that plunged the world into the abyss of World War Il.

In all the catalogue of crimes and mistakes mwade by
ibbentrop and Hitler, the really dscisive orror lay in
shelr fellure to perceilve Britalm's change of policy after
funich and more pronouncedly after their rape of Prague.
felther Hitler nor Rivbentrop was oblivious of the surface
‘aflections of Britelm's policy, the Anti-Aggression Fromt
ind guearantee te Polend were there for all to see. Rather
e mistake was In the interpretation Hitler and Ribbene
:rop gave to these external signeg of Britsin's change of
eart. For them it was mere bluff, a feeble attempt to
ntimidate Cermany. In the Angloe~Folish Pact they failed
;0 s6e either any evidence of British politiezl morality
yr» the extent to which Britein hed indebted her natlonsal
onore They failed to reslize that this time Britain
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could not back down, Ribbentrop showed himmelf ss some=-
thing considerable leas then the "second Bismarek™
Hitler saw in him. In his Iignorasnce, folly, capriciousness,
and diplomatic ineptneas, he resembed a second Berchtold,

The central guestion in this sordid drama will
always be the sxtent of Ribbentrop's influence on Hitler.
Tc some, Neurath for instence, Ribbentrop was a mere yes~
men, Hitler's messenger boy. To others, such as Goering,
Ribbentrop's influence was more significant, and Goering
frequently referred to "libbentrop!s war." In reslity,
however, the extent of his influence seems to lle somewhere
between these two extremes. Ribbentrop was mot wholly a
yes-man, for he had streng opinions of his own and exsrted
consliderable offort to convince Hitler of the loglc of his
convictionse. On the other hand, he had no real powsr to
meke policy decisions, and he realizged that the permenemce
ef his position rested solely on his ebility to pleass the
Fuehrer. 3ut Ribbentrop took sdvantage of hls position
to advise snd encourage whenever Hitler faltered. In
this manner, Ribbentrop was an important, and sometimes
even a major, Influence upon Hltler and hls decisions

from 1934 to 1839,
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Centrel Buropeam Affairs, I (April 1941), Bwills

ne, Josefs "From Prague Te Warsew,” Jourmal
Buropean Affairs, I, (October 1941), B8’

erd Halifex In Germany," Contemporary Review, CLIII
(January 1938), 101-08.

vins, Allsn. "The Anglo-(erman Navel Agreement,” Curreat
History, XLII {Auyust 1835), 506-12, -

ole, DeWitt C. ™Light On Nazl Foreigym Policy,”™ Foreign
Affairs, XXV (October 1946), 13054,

epresentative Men, Herr von Ribbentrop,” The Fnulish
Review, IXII (April 1838), 413.15,

ibbentrops Hitler's Gloved Hamnd,” The Literary Digest,
CXXI (Mareh 28, 1936}, 38B.

rtheimer, ¥ildred., "The Foreign Policy of The Third
Reich,"™ Foreiin Policy Reports, X {March 28, 1334),
14-28,
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rtheimer, Mildred. "Alms of Hitler's Foreign Policy,"
Forelgn Policy Reports, XI (June &, 1938), 70«83.

ho Is Ribbentrop,™ Livi g:%o, CCCL {June 1936), 328.
Wolfe, Henry C. “§§§§an'rop: Eitler's Oracle,"
Current History, LI (December 1939}, 23«25,

Unfortunately, 1litte has been publisied by way
of periodicel literature on Ribbhsntrop and his diplo-
macys What has been published differs litte in value
from most of the secondary materisl., The srtlcles in
the Fnglish Re, Iiving Age, snd Lit. Digeast, rspresent
the Common type o aurﬁ%iiatie Impressions and were
of little valus, The articles by Wélfle was more
valuable but only in s general way., The startling
fact in most of these articles 1s that the majority
of the writers hailed Ribbentrop as a great and coming
stetesman, from whom great deeds could be expscted im
the future. How wrong they were.

The two articles by Hanc represented some careful
research and provided good bsckground materials

Por articles of s apeclflc meture, the two om
Halifex's vislt and the Anglo«derman Naval Agresment
were gsomewhset helpful. The two articles by Werthelmer
were valliant attempts but written much too close teo
the period, without benefit of documentary material.

Of all the articles, the one by Poole was the most

"valuables Poole wrote from authority &z he was &
member of the U.S. 8tate Department team in charge of
evaluating and selecting the ecaptured Germsn documsnta
for ths Nurembsrg Trisls samd also had the cpportunlity
of interrogating meny of the Nazis on trisl., In hils
article, Poole summerizes the mein events of the pariod
1933-1939 with & revealing discussion of Hitler,
Ribbentrop, snd FNazl forelgn policys For a seemingly
acourate thumbnall sketeh of the background of World
War II, thlis 1z an excellent aources

Ve Rowapapers

) New York Times

For zeveral ressons the New York Times was the
only newspaper source eonsulted, Many other excellent
newspaper sources could have besn used, notable of
which would have been the Iondon Times, Manchester
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Guardian, and the Dall Telagg%gh, but due to the
expenss imvolved these were not consulted, It wes
thought that the New York Times would glve the best,
most accurate, snd most comprehsnsive accounts of
events occuring in Hurope during this periocd sincs
many of its dlspatches were taken from lLondon and
Berlin newspaper relesses, sappearing im this ecountry
& day later. Aaz 1t worked out the New York Times
provided meny bits of information not resdlly cbtaine
ables from memoirs and official documents, It was

of especiel help in trecing the detalls of Ribbentrop's
ambassedorship in Londom.
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