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FOREWORD

When looking a t  one animal such as the coyote, there  is  a ten 

dency to  draw exclus ive ly  upon s c i e n t i f i c  methodology for  a ra t iona l  

understanding of  t h a t  animal and i t s  r e l a t io n  to  i t s  environment. The 

s c i e n t i f i c  view is  indispensable .  However, i t  i s  of ten unimaginative.

For one, i t  can assume th a t  the  animal i s  a f i n i t e ,  s t a t i c  specimen 

whose remaining mystery will  u l t im a te ly  be revealed by the steady a p p l i 

cat ion  of increas ing ly  soph is t ica ted  and re f ined  s tudy techniques . I t  

a lso  can assume th a t  once there  are ra t iona l  e luc ida t ions  of  coyote 

ecology, t r a d i t i o n a l  climates of  s u p e r s t i t i o n  and misunderstanding wil l  

be d ispe l led .

Both assumptions are v i t a l - - a n d  most welcome a f t e r  a century of  

nonacceptance of  the coyote. Largely because o f  the work of  w i ld l i f e  

b io lo g is t s  and an increasing apprec ia t ion  of  the d iverse  values of  non

human l i f e  forms, people are beginning to  see the coyote as a s t r i k in g ly  

i n t e l l i g e n t  and beautifu l  mammal with a s ig n i f i c a n t  ro le  in a h o l i s t i c  

environment.

There i s ,  however, a g re a te r  awareness t h a t  cannot come so le ly  

from the  view of  the coyote t h a t  w i l d l i f e  b io lo g is t s  give us. Barry 

Hoi stun Lopez has touched on t h i s  idea when he wrote of wolves: "An

apprec ia t ion  of wolves, i t  seems to me, l i e s  in the wider awareness t h a t  

comes when answers to some questions are  fo r  the moment simply suspended."

I t  might be said  th a t  leaving a margin fo r  mystery in v i t e s  specu

la t io n s  which can in themselves be d e s t ru c t iv e ;  witness ,  f o r  example.



the century of  coyote s laughter  insp ired  by a view o f  the coyote as a 

malignant c rea tu re—a view which was narrow, incomplete and exaggerated 

to serve c e r ta in  needs. Those needs arose  pr imar i ly  from the specula t ion 

th a t  wild predators  and domestic l ives tock  were uncondi t ional ly  incom

p a t ib l e  and t h a t  i f  land was to  support l iv es to ck ,  those predators  must 

be destroyed. The coyote can be, under c e r t a in  cond i t ions ,  a l ives tock  

k i l l e r  and a pest.  But i t  i s  much, much more. The open spaces of  what 

we do not know about the coyote needn ' t  be f i l l e d  with specula t ion a t  

a l l .  An imaginative r e c e p t iv i ty  to  coyote p o s s i b i l i t i e s  cannot help but 

give the  unanswered questions a cons truc t ive  ro le  in enlightened appre

c ia t io n .

Largely because modern, c iv i l i z e d  man has cut  himself o f f  from 

the animal kingdom, he has been preoccupied with the  d i f fe rences  r a th e r  

than the s i m i l a r i t i e s  between himself and the coyote. This preoccupation 

works aga ins t  a deeper awareness t h a t  l i e s  in the r e f l e c t i o n  the  coyote 

gives us of  ourselves . H i s to r i c a l l y ,  t h i s  r e f l e c t i o n  is  not very 

p leasan t .  Looking back over the  l a s t  100 years  of  coyote-man r e l a t i o n s ,  

i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  to erase an image of  death epitomized, perhaps, by old 

photographs of bounty hunters or  government t rappers  standing in f ron t  

of  a fence strung with three  or  four  dozen coyotes hanging by t h e i r  f e e t  

or  necks. This image i s  indeed impressive, but by i t s e l f  too e a s i ly  

po la r izes  emotions in to  black and white,  good and e v i l ,  innocence and 

g u i l t .  Such an image should be seen in perspec t ive- -a  perspect ive  th a t  

gives us a broader v is ion of the dynamic and changing q u a l i t i e s  of  both 

man and coyote.

I learned t h i s  lesson of perspect ive  while wri ting  t h i s  paper.
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The more I saw photographs of  grinning t rappers  and s tone-cold  

dead coyotes ,  or  coyote pups burned a l iv e  in t h e i r  dens, and the  more I 

read voices of hate for  coyotes,  the angr ie r  I became. As my anger grew 

s tronger ,  someone brought to  my a t t e n t io n  a very curious th ing:  I hated

coyote-haters  near ly  as much as they hated coyotes—not a very e f f e c t iv e  

sentiment fo r  one seeking to demonstrate the i r r a t i o n a l i t y  of  coyote 

hatred or  reach a plane of  benevolent awareness. But I th ink  my anger 

was necessary. F i r s t ,  i t  emanated from a look a t  years  of  harassment 

and k i l l i n g  operat ing on the premise t h a t  man has the  p r iv i l e g e —i f  not 

the r i g h t - - t o  destroy a species  th a t  serves no useful purpose to him. 

This is  not only presumptuous, i t  i s  foo l i sh .  I t  i s  wrong. Secondly, 

although the object  of  hatred is  d i f f e r e n t ,  my emotion and t h a t  of  the 

coyote enemy are s im i la r .  This s im i l a r i t y  suggests  n e i th e r  agreement 

nor sympathy with coyote enemies, but helped me to  understand t h a t  in 

dealing with an animal as controvers ia l  as the coyote , another  person is  

equally  as capable o f  reac t ionary  fee l in g s  as I am. Recognizing t h i s ,  I 

th in k ,  is  a cruc ia l  f i r s t  s tep  leading to a wider perspect ive  of  the 

coyote.

Emerging from t h i s  wri t ing  i s  a theme of  r e l e n t l e s s  persecut ion 

agains t  the coyote which is both s ig n i f i c a n t  and f a c tu a l .  However, a 

persecution piece in i t s e l f  i s  of  l i t t l e  value without a g r e a te r  aware

ness brought by f a c t ,  mystery and r e f l e c t i o n  as described above. These 

elements are  the cen te rs  of t h i s  paper.

The paper is  intended to be a small book of  ideas which can be 

read by the general reader.  I t  is  a c o l le c t io n  of  diverse  percept ions  

of  the coyote presented in the form of  voices.  There is  a n a r ra t iv e
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voice which speaks of  the coyote as a w i l d l i f e  b io log is t  might in p re 

senting information from research on coyote ecology and behavior.  This 

mater ia l i s  taken from a review of cu r ren t  l i t e r a t u r e  and from personal 

observat ions as a neighbor of  a coyote den in Cal i fo rn ia .  There i s  a 

voice of  anger aga ins t  coyote persecution. There are  voices of  na t ive  

Americans who have seen the coyote in p a r t i c u l a r  ways. And because the 

coyote has a prominent place in the  fo lk lo re  of  both nat ive  American and 

Western c u l tu r e s ,  I have included poems, songs and t a l e s  from those 

c u l tu re s .  In the  s p i r i t  of  coyote s t o r y t e l l i n g ,  I created a few t a l e s  

of  my own.

There i s  a l so  a voice of the coyote enemy—a c tu a l ly  many d i f f e r 

ent  voices expressing a common fee l ing .  The coyote enemies in t h i s  

paper a re  quoted d i r e c t l y  from newspapers, books and magazines covering 

a period of  100 years.  Stanley Young, in The Clever Coyote^ has brought 

together  a wealth of  sca t te red  l i t e r a t u r e  on the coyote and many sources 

are taken from his  book, as t h e i r  o r ig ina l  p r in t ing  has in many cases 

been impossible to f ind.

I have t r i e d  to weave the voices in to  a co l lec t io n  th a t  g ives ,  

in the end, a v is ion of the coyote in both pas t  and present .  I have l e t  

the voices speak fo r  themselves with l i t t l e  qua l i fy ing  judgment to  tone 

the impact of  what they have to  say. In t h i s  way, the  reader  of  t h i s  

paper is  a l i s t e n e r .

The paper is  more of a l i t e r a r y  e f f o r t  than a s c i e n t i f i c  d i s s e r 

t a t i o n .  This,  however, does not imply t h a t  the  two are  mutually exclu

sive. Separating the communication of f a c t  from c rea t iv e  communication 

i s  perhaps the worst possib le  p i t f a l l  fo r  the student  of environmental

iv



s tud ies .  I t  i s  my firm b e l i e f  th a t  outward advocacy and ac t ion  backed 

by research and f a c t  are in e f fec t iv e  without inner v is ions ,  convictions  

and c rea t iv e  thinking.

I might note here t h a t  I envision the paper in a form which 

cannot be rea l ized  within the present requirements.  I f  the reader  can 

imagine a small book with a commercial typeface ,  accura te ly  reproduced 

i l l u s t r a t i o n s  and a f i n e ,  a r t i s t i c  appearance, then my Intended design 

and format wil l  make more sense.

For the support and pat ience they gave me in wri ting t h i s  paper,  

I would l ik e  to thank Roger Dunsmore, Dexter Roberts and Bob Ream—three  

men with remarkable v is ions .
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This book i s  about the  coyote. The coyote i s  one of  a very 

few animals known to  have v e n t r i l o q u i s t  powers; when two or  th ree  

coyotes s ing,  they harmonize, making t h e i r  voices sound l i k e  those of 

many coyotes ,  from d i f f e r e n t  d i re c t io n s  and from places where they 

a r e n ' t  a c tu a l ly  standing. No one knows how they do th1s- -m ul t ip ly  

t h e i r  voice and put i t  in d i f f e r e n t  places . I t  i s  a mystery.

More has been sa id ,  w r i t ten  and thought about the coyote than 

any o ther  animal in North America. Some see the  coyote as a w i ld l i f e  

specimen. Others see i t  as a divine being, a c r e a to r  or a t r i c k s t e r ,  

or  as an enemy, a k i l l e r ,  a pest  or  a fu r  coat .  From one animal--and 

d iverse  human perceptions of  i t--comes many voices.  This book i s  a 

c o l lec t io n  of voices.

VI



PROLOGUE

She awoke from a deep s leep and sa t  up with a suddenness th a t  

was one motion in the blue-white l i g h t  of  the moon flooding the  room. 

There had been no sound but a sense of  i n f i l t r a t i o n ,  an a r r i v a l .

She crosses  the room s i l e n t l y  and puts her face and 

f in g e r t i p s  aga ins t  the cold window g lass .  Beneath her ,  

made s i l v e r  with moon and snow l i g h t ,  i s  a coyote. Eyes 

r a i se d ,  shin ing ,  watching her. Their gaze locks. She 

would stand the re  forever .

(The dividing l i n e  between the il luminated and unilluminated 

par t  of the moon is  ca l led  the terminator .  I t  i s  always moving. I t  i s  

the best  place to look a t  the moon to see how sharp everything is  with

out w a t e r . )

We, the coyote and I ,  p rac t i ce  muteness.
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BEING

When a coyote stands in  a f i e l d  o f  w ild  o a ts  against the la te  

aftermoon sun, the edge o f  h is body makes a go ld  l ig h t o f  i t s  own. As 

he stands there, he takes the sun and w ild  oat l ig h t in side  and ra d ia tes  

i t  out again.

Both the coyote and w ild  oats are considered p es ts .

1
The coyote belongs to the  Canidae family which includes dogs, 

wolves, j acka ls  and foxes. Members o f  the  Canidae family a re  carnivorous 

and s o c ia l ;  they may hunt a lone,  in p a i r s  or in packs, running down 

t h e i r  prey by sheer speed and endurance, se iz ing  i t  with t h e i r  mouths. 

Their body temperature i s  regulated by pant ing,  as moisture passes o f f  

the  tongue. Along with bears and racoons, the coyote and o ther  Canidae 

evolved from the Miacidae, a family of  small ,  t ree -c l im bing ,  carnivorous 

animals t h a t  l ived 50 mil l ion years  ago.

The coyote i s  a c tu a l ly  a small wolf - - the  smalles t in North 

America--about one- th ird  the  s iz e  of  the now-rare timber wolf.  On the 

average, a coyote stands about two f e e t  high a t  the shoulders; i t s  body, 

including t a i l ,  i s  about four f e e t  long. A coyote weighs between 20 

and 50 pounds a t  maturi ty .  Males are  s l i g h t l y  heavier  than females,  and 

there  i s  some ind ica t ion  th a t  mountain coyotes a re  heavier in weight 

than those of  the lowlands.
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If  l e f t  unharassed by t r a p s ,  poisons , guns, c lubs ,  hounds, snow

mobiles,  h e l i co p te r s ,  a i rp lanes  and motorcycles,  the coyote l iv e s  to  be 

about 10 to 12 years  old.

The coyote has a long, narrow muzzle and pointed,  e r e c t  ears  

which can be d i rec ted  to catch minute sound v ib ra t io n s .  The coyo te ' s  

sense of  hearing is  thought to  be u l t r a s o n ic ,  enabling i t  to  hear the 

movements of  prey even under a heavy snowpack. Coyote eyes are  ou t l ined  

by dark, s l i g h t l y  s lanted rims which accentuate  black pupils  and a 

yellow-gold i r i s .  A normally unseen green grows v i s ib l e  in i t s  eyes 

when the coyote i s  cornered or  threatened.

Look a t  those eyes. They look p o s i t iv e ly  d ia b o lio a l. No wonder 

people hate coyotes.

The glaring  green in  them i s  the gleam o f  demon's laughter.

The mature coyote i s  a l i g h t  buff-gray to a brownish, tawny 

co lo r ,  with some yellow co lora t ion  on i t s  f lanks  and neck. Most of  the 

upper portion of  the coyote 's  pelage i s  sprinkled with b lack- t ipped 

h a i r s ,  with a fu l l  black on i t s  f o re f e e t  and a t  the base of  the t a i l  and 

t a i l ' s  t i p .  I t s  muzzle and ears  are  ru s t  and fulvous; the underside of  

i t s  neck and chest is  l i g h t  gray to white in color .  The shading of  a 

coyote ' s  coat i s  pa t terned fo r  communication purposes; fo r  example, the 

head i s  marked in such a way as to emphasize f ac ia l  fea tu res  and expres

s ions. The white coloring of  the cheek serves to o r ie n t  r i t u a l i z e d  

motions between two animals as they e s ta b l i s h  a r e l a t io n sh ip  of  dominance 

between them. The whiteness of  the h a i r  around the mouth co n t ra s t s  

sharply with the coyote 's  black l i p ,  enhancing the expression of  l ip s  

and te e th  as they are exposed in a d isp lay  of  aggression.
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I t  i s  i n t e re s t in g  to note t h a t  among the 1,792,915 coyotes taken 

by hunters of  the Fish and W ild l i fe  Service in a 30-year per iod ,  only 

six  were albinos.

1, 792,915 dead coyo tes. 3,585,820 yelloD -gotd  eyes. Tüelve 

m ilk-w hite eyes.

2

How Coyote Got His Home (Okanogan)

The S p i r i t  Chief announced th a t  on the next day he would give

names to  a l l  the Animal People. Whoever came to  the  S p i r i t  Chief f i r s t  

would have his choice of  a name, and so on down to the  l a s t  a r r iv a l  who 

would be given the l e a s t  des i rab le  name. Coyote was e c s t a t i c ,  fo r  he 

did not l ike  his  name. He decided on a plan: He would s tay  up a l l

n ight  and be the f i r s t  to  appear to  the S p i r i t  Chief in the  morning.

He would ask to be named Grizzly Bear, the name of the  r u l e r  of  a l l  the 

four-footeds .  Eagle, the r u le r  of  the b i rd s ,  would be his second name 

choice , and Salmon, the good swimmer, his  th i rd .

Half the night  passed and Coyote began to get  sleepy. So he 

braced his eyes open with two small s t i c k s .  Although his eyes were wide 

open, he soon f e l l  as leep .  When he awoke the sun was making shadows, 

and th inking i t  was dawn. Coyote ran to the lodge of  the S p i r i t  Chief. 

None of  the o ther  Animal People were there .  Aha! thought Coyote, smiling 

a t  his  cunning. I am the f i r s t !

He asked the S p i r i t  Chief fo r  the name of  Grizzly Bear.

That name has been taken. I t  was taken ea r ly  today, said the 

S p i r i t  Chief.
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Coyote could not bel ieve  t h a t  anyone could have come e a r l i e r  

than he. He then asked fo r  the name Eagle.

That name too i s  taken. Eagle will  be ch ie f  o f  the Birds,  said 

the S p i r i t  Chief.

Then I wil l  be Salmon, said Coyote.

That name too is  taken,  said the S p i r i t  Chief.  There i s  only 

one name l e f t :  Coyote.

Coyote's gay s p i r i t s  f e l l  when he found th a t  a l l  the names but 

Coyote had been taken. No one had wanted th a t  name.

That i s  the only name l e f t  and you must take i t ,  said  the S p i r i t  

Chief. But I shall  give you a special  power which will  make you the 

most cunning of  a l l  Animal People.

So Coyote i s  ca l led  Coyote and he i s  indeed very cunning. And 

forever  a f t e r  the  naming of  the  Animal People, Coyote's eyes were 

d i f f e r e n t .  They grew s lan ted  from being propped open a l l  n ight  by the 

f i r e  waiting fo r  the dawn and his  name.

The word "coyote" i s  Aztec in o r ig in ,  coming from the  Nahuatl 

word co yo tl  which may be a corruption of  coooyoctlay  from cocoyootio  

which means hole or  hollow th ing ,  and tZa, meaning abundance; thus 

Qoooyoctlay "where there  are many holes ,"  the animal being so named 

because of i t s  habi t  of  burrowing i t s  den. In another  version the name 

i s  said to be derived from the word coyohuaocaj composed of  aoyo tl  and 

huaquiy which means " lean ."  This in te rp r e ta t io n  is  v e r i f i e d  by an Aztec 

hieroglyphic of  a coyote with b r i s t l i n g  ha i r  and tongue hanging out,  

indicat ing  a lean and hungry animal. Some va r ia n t s  of  the hieroglyphic



5

show a hole a t  the center  of  the coyo te ' s  body, possibly a re ference  to 

the word's der iva t ion  from coooyoctic , or hole.  In Aztec mythology 

Coyolxauhqui was the moon goddess, named approp r ia te ly  for  the animal 

who of ten sings his  songs to the moon.

North American Indian names fo r  coyote: Skintoots ,  Mes-cha-cha-

g a s - i s ,  Huk-sa-ra,  Mista-chagoris ,  Micaksica, Eja-ah ,  Mee-yah-stay-cha- 

lah ,  Hatelwe, Cin-au-va, Song-toke-cha, Too-whay-deh.

S in -k e -tip :  The Im ita tor (Okanogan)

"The Animal People were here f i r s t - - b e f o r e  there  were any real

people. Coyote was the most important because, a f t e r  he was put to work

by the S p i r i t  Chief,  he did more than any of  the o thers  to make the 

world a good place in which to l iv e .  There were t imes,  however, when 

Coyote was not busy fo r  the S p i r i t  Chief.  Then he amused himself by 

g e t t ing  in to  mischief  and s t i r r i n g  up t rouble .

"My people ca l l  Coyote S in -k e - l ip ,  which means Imita to r .  He 

delighted in mocking and imita t ing  o th e r s ,  or t ry ing  to ,  and as he was 

a g rea t  one to play t r i c k s ,  sometimes he i s  spoken of  as Trick Person."

White man's names for  coyote: Kiyi, Kote, Gray Dusk, Barer ibs ,

T i to ,  Skeezix, Kip, Senor Yip-Yap, Ishmaeli te  (social o u tc a s t ) ,  Mr. S l ick ,  

Desert Serenader,  Scavenger of  the Sagebrush Land, Hobo of the H i l l s ,

God's Dog, The Medicine Dog, Vagabond of  the Desert,  Mugwump of  the 

P la in s ,  Voice of  the Night,  Pariah of  the Skyline, Shaggy Fellow, the 

Charlie Chaplin of  the Desert,  Furry Gangster o f  the Desert,  A Wanderer 

O'Nights and a Lier-by-Day, Desert Troubador, Esau Among the Tribes of  

the Desert,  Don Coyote, P a t t i  of  the P lains  . . .
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. . . the American j a c k a l ,  p r a i r i e  wolf,  brush wolf,  heul wolf,  

steppen wolf,  cased wolf.

When applied to a person, the  appe l la t ion  coyote, l i k e  t h a t  of  

r a t  or  skunk, has about i t  an i l  1-fame or  loathing disgrace th a t  follows 

from behavior considered gross ly  wrong or  even vic ious .  The resented 

e p i th e t  may come from the coyote 's  legendary repu ta t ion  as a cowardly 

beggar or may r e f e r  to fac tua l  t r a i t s  such as his l ik ing  f o r  ca r r ion .

Man doesn ' t  l ik e  being ca l led  a dog e i th e r .

To "out-coyote:" to  outsmart.

"Coyoting around:" a derogatory reference to  mooching or  begging.

"Coyote mean" or  "coyote smart :" extremely c lever  or  cunning; 

a f t e r  you have been t r i c k e d ,  these  terms may be appl ied to the  one who 

has success fu l ly  t r icked  you.

The coyote i s  said  to be: c r a f t y ,  sneaky, d i r t y ,  cunning, s ly ,

a marauder, a v i l l a i n ,  a k i l l e r .  He i s  charac ter ized  by: pernac i ty ,

z e a l ,  t r i c k e r y ,  impudence, p i racy ,  th ieve ry ,  and an unmannerly deportment 

(the l a t t e r  being a possible  re ference  to  e i t h e r  i t s  love fo r  poul t ry  

and l ives tock  or i t s  habit  of  u r ina t ing  on pos ts ) .

(These are  human a t t r i b u t e s ,  she sa id ,  which, i f  you want to  get 

s c i e n t i f i c  and ob jec t ive  about i t ,  do not co r re c t ly  apply to animals.

The o th er  most successful predator  on ea r th  i s  man. Who c a l l s  him a 

v i l e ,  r u th le s s  murdurer, ferocious k i l l e r ,  f le sh - lov ing ,  beady-eyed, 

b lood th i rs ty  chicken, pig or cow e a t e r  when he knocks th a t  poor l i t t l e  

cow over the head with a sledge hammer, s t r i p s  i t s  skin r ig h t  o f f  i t s  

body, cuts  i t  up in to neat bloody b i t s ,  puts them over a g r i l l  glowing 

with l i t t l e  charcoal b r ique t te s  and ea ts  them? What man f e e l s  about the
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coyote reveals  much about his whole perception of  h is  ro le  on ea r th .

The coyote i s  an oppor tunis t .  He i s  a lso  hungry. People say: Those

worthless  welfare coyotes we've got today are  too lazy to hunt t h e i r  

natural  prey and they sink t h e i r  fangs in to  any fuzzy l i t t l e  lamb t h a t  

saunters  casual ly  by and what they are  r e a l l y  saying i s  those goddam 

welfare food stamping no good lazy bums standing in l in e  a t  the  super

market,  t h e i r  c a r t s  crammed with Wonder Bread, they d o n ' t  even know what 

work i s . )

" . . .  a mean, sneaking, cowardly, low-down chicken s t e a l e r . "  

Horace Greeley--remembered more fo r  his  profound t r e a t i s e s  than 

fo r  his bout with saddle sores  a f t e r  touring Yosemite National Park-- 

describes  the coyote as "a sneaky, cowardly l i t t l e  wretch of  dull  o r  

d i r t y  white co lor ."

" . . .  muy astutOy muy d iabto  . . . "

3

Of a l l  the indictments aga ins t  the coyote, cowardice seems the 

most common and the l e a s t  j u s t i f i e d  by a l l  the f a c t s .  I t  i s  not coward

i c e ,  but judgment t h a t  causes the coyote to avoid making a t a r g e t  of  

himself.  Why is  i t  cowardice to run from a l a rg e r  c rea tu re  carry ing a 

gun when you 're  not car rying one?

4

I ro n ica l ly  those who malign the  cha rac te r  of the coyote a t  the 

same time i n s i s t  t h a t  without the coyote, the West would not be the West- 

th a t  i t  is  t h i s  animal which epitomizes the s p i r i t  and essence of  l i f e
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and land beyond the 100th meridian. For the coyote i s  a t ru e  Westerner,  

typ ify ing  the independence, unrestra ined  g a ie ty ,  rough indiv idualism, 

physical freedom, br isk  zeal and adventurous romance which i s  reputedly  

found in the hear ts  of  a l l  Westerners.  Despite the sharing of  such 

a t t r i b u t e s  between human and canid, the Western s p i r i t  may be ca l led  

upon fo r  coyote extermination. Notes Stanley  Young: "Farmers and young

men from ranches of ten  develop a special ap t i tude  fo r  coyote co n t ro l ,  

due to t h e i r  love o f  l i f e  on the broad open ranges. Numerous graduates  

o f  co l leges ,  some from the e a s t ,  have been a t t r a c t e d  by the adventurous 

romance of  coyote control work."

Sens i t ive  to the sca le ,  force and pe rs i s tance  of the armada of 

persecution d i rec ted  towards wiping the coyote o f f  the  face of  the  e a r th ,  

some claim th a t  the coyote ' s  demise would be a eulogy to the  American 

West. Ernest Thompson Seton laments,  " I f  ever the day should come when 

one may camp in the West and hear not a note of  the coyote ' s  joyous, 

s t i r r i n g  evening song, I hope th a t  I shall  long before have passed away, 

gone over the Great Divide, where there  are  n e i th e r  barbwire fences,  nor 

t i n  cans, nor hooch houses, nor improvement companies, nor sheep-herds, 

nor f l i e s ,  but where there  i s  peace and the coyote sings and i s  unafra id ."

5

The Coyotes That Beat the Rancher

There was once a rancher in Montana who ra ised  sheep. His flock 

was considerably large  and grazed over some 2,000 acres of  open g ra ss 

land. The flock was often pastured in a par t  of  the  ranch which was 

several miles from the ranch bui ldings . No one watched the f locks  when
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they were t h i s  f a r  away. Occasionally the  rancher would dr ive  h is  pick

up out to the f a r  pasture  to inspect  the f lock. Time a f t e r  time he found 

tha t  some of  his  sheep had been k i l l e d  by coyotes.  He k i l l e d  a few 

coyotes. S p e c ia l i s t s  from the local u n iv e r s i ty  came out to  the  ranch to

study the s i tu a t io n .  They concluded: "Coyotes a re  k i l l in g  some of  your

sheep." The coyotes k i l l ed  more sheep. The rancher k i l l ed  more coyotes.  

"I give up," the rancher f i n a l l y  said  and sold his  sheep and his  ranch 

and moved to  F lorida.

The Improvement Company That Beat the Coyotes

There was once a ranch which belonged to  a man who ra ised  sheep. 

He sold his  ranch because, he claimed, the coyotes k i l l e d  so much of  h is  

s tock,  he co u ld n ' t  s tay  in business.  One day several land specula tors

drove out and looked over the ranch. On t h e i r  map they divided the land

into  a grid  of  l i t t l e  one-acre squares.  People bought the squares and 

b u i l t  houses on them. There were over 2,000 houses. No one knew what 

happened to the coyotes t h a t  once l ived there .
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In Hopi migration legends i t  was a funct ion o f  the  Coyote Clan 

to  search fo r  appropria te  places to  s e t t l e .  Records of  the  Hopi people 's  

wanderings, found in pictographs and petroglyphs throughout the  Southwest, 

show a symbol of  a coyote with i t s  tongue hanging o u t ,  ind ica t ing  th a t  

i t  had been running ahead o f  the  Clan to f ind  a place to  s e t t l e  and had 

turned back. In another  petroglyph a man i s  shown holding the  t a i l  of  a 

running coyote; here the  coyote i s  c a l l ed  a poko or  "animal t h a t  does 

th ings  fo r  you."

During the Hopi migrations the  Coyote Clan was assigned to  come 

l a s t  and "close  the  door." When the  c lans  s e t t l e d  a t  one p lace ,  a 

Qaletaqa, or guardian,  from the  Coyote Clan always acted as sen try  or 

brought up the r ea r  o f  every ceremonial procession as a guard aga ins t  

e v i l .  With special  powers enabling them to  cross  g rea t  r i v e r s  and lakes ,  

the  members of  the  Water Coyote Clan went ahead of  the  people to inspect  

the  route  of  migration and know the  nature  of the  country the  c lans  were 

to t raverse .
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The coyote i s  an exc lus ive ly  North American animal. I t s  o r ig ina l  

h ab i ta t  extended from centra l  Mexico to Manitoba, Canada, and from the 

Pac i f ic  to  the M iss iss ippi .  One of  the few animals which has been able 

to extend i t s  range within h i s to r i c  t imes,  the coyote and var ious sub

species  are now found from Costa Rica in Central America north  to  the 

Bering Sea in Alaska, a d is tance  of  7,500 miles ,  and from the  P ac i f ic  

eastward to the nor th -cen t ra l  United Sta tes  and eas te rn  Canada. For 

reasons which are  uncer ta in ,  the coyote began to  extend i t s  range in the 

l a s t  300 years .  The migration may have been p a r t ly  caused by constant  

pressures  from man; the coyote merely sought new t e r r i t o r y  in order  to 

survive.  I t  i s  a lso  believed th a t  the coyote extended i t s  o r ig ina l  

range because of  man's in t roduct ion  of  new sources of  food. The c lea r ing  

of  land fo r  t imber and l ives tock  opened more h a b i ta t  to  game and rodents 

on which coyotes feed. Use o f  these areas  by l ives tock  a lso  offered  a 

new food source fo r  the coyote: l ives tock .  The coyote 's  movement south,

north and eastward may be a t t r i b u t e d  to i t s  t r a i l i n g  of  l ives tock  in to 

those areas .  The coyo te ' s  successful  migration i s  a t r i b u t e  to i t s  

remarkable a b i l i t y  to  survive desp i te  e rad ica t ion  e f f o r t s  by man, d isease  

or  competition fo r  food in places where food i s  not abundant, p a r t i c u l a r l y  

in high, t imbered country during the winter  season.

The movement of  the coyote in to  the northeastern  United S ta tes  

occurred both n a tu ra l ly  and by a r t i f i c i a l  means. Information from ea r ly  

game department reports  ind ica tes  t h a t  coyotes migrated in to  the nor th

eas t  by a natural extension of  t h e i r  o r ig ina l  range as they took advan

tage of  new food sources. I t  i s  thought th a t  eas te rne rs  touring  the
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West purchased coyote pups for  pets and brought them eas t  where they 

were eventual ly  freed  or escaped. There i s  evidence th a t  several eas te rn  

sportsmen imported coyotes from the western s t a t e s  fo r  hunting purposes, 

thinking a l l  the while t h a t  they were buying large foxes.

Survival of  the coyote in areas  beyond i t s  o r ig ina l  d i s t r i b u t io n  

nurtured f e a r  and perpetuated ignorance of  coyote ecology. From Kentucky 

comes t h i s  "coyote scare :"  "There was a coyote scare  in Anderson and 

Woodford Counties along the Kentucky River . . . This department spent 

qu i te  a b i t  of  money in conjunction with the  U.S. Fish and Wild l i fe  

Service in an e f f o r t  to exterminate these  animals.  Several were trapped 

and taken to the Universi ty  of  Kentucky and Dr. Funkhouser . . . declared 

a l l  of  them wild dogs. That was along about 1949 or  1950 and we haven ' t  

heard anything about coyotes s ince ."

The spread of  the coyote in the  l a s t  th ree  cen tu r ie s  i s  a f e a t  

which few o ther  mammals have been able  to accomplish in the face of  

advancing c i v i l i z a t i o n .  While the h a b i ta t  requirements of o ther  species  

place l im i ts  on where they can surv ive ,  the coyote has responded to  food 

supply and opportunity  r a th e r  than to  r e s t r i c t i o n s  of  climate and s u i t 

able range.

There are approximately 2,800 coyotes l iv ing  within the c i t y  

l im i t s  of  Los Angeles. They howl in the  Hollywood H i l l s ,  s ip  water from 

chlor ina ted  swimming pools and mate with domestic dogs.

The people of  Mil linocket ,  Maine, had t h e i r  f i r s t  look a t  a 

coyote in 1974 when a 55-pound male was shot and hung in public view.
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A nat ional  magazine reported t h a t  the  "townspeople gathered around l ik e  

p r im i t ive  v i l l a g e r s .  They cursed, r ev i le d  and spat on the dead coyote."

All coyotes are  Communists.

"The animal 's  ways are  devious, his  wiles many. With a p e r s i s 

tency t h a t  has defied a l l  e f f o r t s  to  permanently control him, he perpe t 

uates  h is  a t r o c i t i e s  and perpetuates  his  kind. A p a ra s i t e  on c i v i l i 

za t io n ,  he l iv e s  a l i f e  of  baseness,  snooping about in search of  plunder,  

or  skulking away from his  victims with h is  oftime mangy t a i l  between 

his  th in  legs. When a t  l a s t  Nemesis overtakes him, he sn a r l s  a t  his 

captor  with an evil  l e e r  which arouses  a loathing d isgus t  in place  of  

p i ty . "

Unidentif ied rangeman quoted in Stanley Young,
The Clever Coyote

"One must be r e a l l y  qu i te  blind or  t o t a l l y  chloroformed . . . 

not to recognize t h a t  the e s sen t ia l  or  p r inc ipa l  thing in the  animal and 

man i s  the same . . . ."

Arthur Schopenhauer, On the Basis o f  M orality

Man's unreasonable hatred fo r  coyotes may have had i t s  genesis  

in an unreasonable hatred for  wolves. The cu l tu ra l  d i s l i k e  fo r  the wolf 

has i t s  o r ig ins  in eas tern  Europe where wolves were said to grab babies 

from t h e i r  c r ib s  and take them o f f  to  ea t  them, or run around sucking 

human blood with t h e i r  vampire f r iends .  This fea r  then ca r r ied  over 

into New World se tt lement.  The coyote ' s  s im i l a r i t y  in appearance to  the
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wolf has made the t r a n s f e r  of  wolf a t t r i b u t e s - - a n d  man's t e r r o r  of them-- 

to the coyote a l l  the more advantageous in re in fo rc ing  i t s  repu ta t ion  as 

a ferocious  k i l l e r .

Man does not f ea r  coyotes fo r  reasons o f  t h r e a t  to his own 

physical person, but does so fo r  economic reasons:  coyotes may prey on

domestic l iv es to ck ,  a source of  man's food and l ivel ihood.  Select ion of  

domestic l ives tock  to  serve human needs has e l iminated those t r a i t s  

which once permitted them to survive in the  wild,  t r a i t s  which a re  now 

considered an tag o n is t i c  to  the e f f i c i e n t  production o f  meat and f ib e r .

In 1973 in South Dakota, 300 sheep died from eat ing moldy corn. 

The ranchers did not bank toge ther  to  go out and shoot mold. "That 's  

j u s t  one of  those th ings ,"  commented one rancher.  "But l e t  the  ranchers

lose  one sheep to a coyote and they damn near have a cardiac a r r e s t . "

She explained:  People d o n ' t  l i k e  coyotes.  Many base t h e i r

hatred on personal experiences of  economic loss  to  coyote predation on 

t h e i r  l ives tock  or  poultry .  Others base t h e i r  hatred on the  th ings they 

hear about o ther  people 's  personal experiences  of economic loss  to  coyote 

predat ion. You d o n ' t  even have to have cows, sheep, goats or  chickens 

to hate coyotes.

Hatred of  coyotes is  in ex t r i cab ly  bound to a cu l tu ra l  hatred of

cowards. Cal ling the  coyote a coward i s  a convenient f i c t i o n :  I t  j u s t i 

f i e s  k i l l i n g  i t ,  i t  a l l e v i a t e s  g u i l t  for  k i l l i n g  so many, i t  acknowledges 

human su p e r io r i ty .
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When I hold up "cowardice" before me, I see a mirror ,  not a 

coyote. There are no cowards in the animal world. Cowardice is  a human, 

moral judgment and the coyote is  n e i th e r  human nor does i t  have morals,  

only the i n s t i n c t  to take recourse in i t s  re f ined  physical a b i l i t i e s  of  

speed and endurance. The coyote runs from gun-carrying man or  packs of  

dogs because running is  i t s  best  defense. When a person c a l l s  a coyote 

a coward because i t  runs from danger,  I am tempted to  ask what the coyote 

is  expected to  do to  absolve his  cowardice: stand up and f i g h t  l i k e  a

man? ca r ry  bazookas and hand grenades? l i n e  i t s  meadows with land mines?

The word coward comes from the  Latin oauda, o r  t a i l .  Among 

canine species  the t a i l  held between the  legs  i s  body language fo r  recog

nizing a dominant animal o r ,  in some cases ,  is  a means of  p ro tec t ing  the 

vulnerable  stomach or  g en i ta l s  during d isplays  of  agress ion.  Once sub

missive behavior i s  shown, aggression takes  no f u r th e r  course; usually  a 

dominant animal will  not purposeful ly  a t tack  a pack member which has 

acknowledged i t s  physical i n f e r i o r i t y  by the appropria te  ges tu res .  Man, 

however, has o ther  means of sus ta in ing  the i l l u s io n  of  his  su p e r io r i ty  

over the coward. I f  the coward i s  human, he mocks him. I f  the coward 

i s  a dog, he kicks i t .  By keeping the  coward a l i v e ,  he can a t  any time 

r e - e s t a b l i s h  his pos i t ion  of  dominance.

Cowards are  found in b a t t l e f i e l d s  and bars.  Cowardice is  an 

e n t i r e l y  human notion; cowardice is  man's own lack of  courage in his  need 

to confront  the coyote with hardware and insurmountable odds.
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" . . .  Belmonte could s t i l l  handle f i e r c e  bu l ls .  His im i ta to r s ,  

however, were not as s k i l l e d .  To look good, they needed b u l l s  t h a t  were 

less  dangerous. Ranchers began breeding bu l ls  to f i l l  the new need . . .

" . . .  Sometimes the sharp horns of  a bull were blunted by 

cu t t ing  and f i l i n g  . . . ranchers bred smaller and more doc i le  bu l ls  fo r  

the f ig h t s  . . . .

"'The bu l ls  have very l i t t l e  q u a l i ty ,  courage and f ie rceness  

now because they are  bred fo r  the b u l l f i g h t e r s , '  sa id  Victorino Martin,  

one o f  the few ranchers who s t i l l  t r i e s  to  breed f i e r c e  b u l l s . "

Washington P o s t , June 13, 1978
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A Few Words About Domeatioation

Only two animals have entered the household of  man o ther  than as 

p r isoners :  the dog and the ca t .  Both serve man in t h e i r  capac i ty  as

hunters.  Both are  carnivorous. Their common ground, however, ends 

th e re ;  there  i s  no domestic animal which has so modified i t s  e n t i r e  way 

of  l i f e  and has become domestic in the t ru e  sense as the dog. And there  

i s  no animal which, d esp i te  i t s  cen tu r ie s  of  a s soc ia t ion  with human 

beings, has a l t e r e d  so l i t t l e  as the  ca t .  The c a t ,  with uncompromising 

independence, has taken up res idence in the  household of man simply 

because there  are  usually  more mice the re  than elsewhere. The c a t ,  with 

eye- tee th  spaced the  exact width of  the neck ver tebrae  of  a mouse, i s  a 

p e r fec t  l i t t l e  murderer.

No one i s  c e r t a in  how the dog was f i r s t  domesticated. Animal 

behavior is t  Konrad Lorenz bel ieves  t h a t  the  assoc ia t ion  between man and 

dog began near ly  50,000 years  ago when packs of  j ack a l s  followed bands 

of  p r im i t ive  hunters.  The jacka ls  cleaned the bones of  the animals the 

hunters had s laughtered and announced the appearance of beasts  of  prey 

by s e t t in g  up a noisy clamor of  howls and barks as i t s  approach. The 

n e o l i th ic  hunter discovered th a t  i f  he fed the j ack a l s  which scavenged 

near him, they would follow him; the jacka ls  would have food and the 

hunters would be warned of  imminent danger. A mutualism of  survival  

grew from th i s  yet  tenuous and wild a s so c ia t io n .  The hunter l a t e r  found 

th a t  the jacka ls  were not only valuable as a warning system, but could 

a s s i s t  the hunter in procuring food. The j a ck a l s '  keen sense of  smell 

was an advantage fo r  the hunter;  the j acka ls  followed the scent of prey.
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man followed the j ack a l s .  Certain scraps of  animals given to the j ack a l s  

acquired special meanings. In the sedentary dwellings of p r im i t ive  man, 

the  warning-hunting-feeding r e la t io n sh ip  between human and half-tamed 

jackal  continued. In-breeding favored the hered i ta ry  transmission of  

domestic c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s .

"The coyote cannot be tamed to  any useful purpose; he has not 

the  f a i n t e s t  idea o f  g ra t i tu d e  and a f f e c t io n ;  cunning and cowardice are 

the main fea tu re s  o f  h is  ch a rac te r ."

Coyotes may have been semi-domesticated by Indians fo r  use as 

pack animals.  Coyote-like hybrids a re  bel ieved to  be descendents o f  a 

tamed coyote of  the Indians of  Mexico. I f  not p a r t i a l l y  domesticated,  

put to work or  ea ten ,  the Indians "used" coyotes in the wild,  in te rp r e t in g  

t h e i r  c a l l s  and howls to  determine i f  f r iend  or  foe was approaching.

Pet coyotes are  not uncommon in the  United S ta tes .  When captured 

young--usual ly  a f t e r  t h e i r  dam and l i t t e r  mates are  k i l l e d - - th e y  r e a d i ly  

adapt to  domestic surroundings. As they grow o lder  they show the 

wariness and caution of  t h e i r  wild o r ig in s .  The l i f e  of a domesticated 

coyote almost always ends in tragedy. For the coyote.

One coyote pup was ra ised  by a family in Oregon. I t  romped, 

bounced, played and did cute  l i t t l e  puppy th ings  to the d e l ig h t  of i t s  

keepers.  La te r ,  because i t  was too much t ro u b le ,  i t  was turned loose to  

fend fo r  i t s e l f .  In the meantime, i t  had lo s t  i t s  f e a r  of people.

S i t t in g  a few yards away from a passing rancher who noted the  coyote 's  

" ra th e r  f r i e n d l y - 1 ike" manner, i t  was shot.
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She was t e l l i n g  me: This i s  how my dog and a coyote exchanged a

gaze of  mil lennia .  For several summers I l ived  in a cabin on a small 

creek th a t  fed into the Kaweah River In the  southern Sierra  Nevada. I 

was the only human for  a 15-mile radius  of  mountains,  r idges ,  canyons, 

creeks and a t in y  lake t h a t  was slowly becoming a meadow as I watched i t .  

About a ha l f  mile downstream from the cabin was a c lear ing  of  g rasses ,  

low-growing manzanita and deerbrush. In t h i s  c lea r ing  several coyotes 

made t h e i r  dens. I would hear the coyotes more of ten  than I would see 

them; they yipped and howled and ca l led  from the r idges a t  dusk and 

greeted the dawn with t h e i r  songs as I arose  and began my day. Several 

t imes,  although I could not see i t ,  a coyote ' s  presence and route  along 

the creek would be traced by the raucous sounds of s t e l l a r  jays  gathered 

in numbers to  vocal ize around t h e i r  unusual sub jec t ,  scolding and 

squawking from t r e e  to t r e e  as the coyote went i t s  way. On one occasion 

a coyote, possib ly  a young one, joined i t s  yips with the squawks of  the 

j a y s ,  c rea t ing  an uproarious cacophony below me. La ter,  when I went 

down to the creek fo r  water ,  I found f resh  bear t ra cks ;  the coyotes and 

the jays  together  had announced the passage of the l a rg e r  c rea tu re .  From 

then on I used both jay  and coyote voices in e s tab l i sh ing  a respectfu l  

d is tance  from bears.

One evening I s a t  ou ts ide  the cabin to watch the mountains around 

me lose the day 's  sun and take on the deep, r ich  colors  of the S ierra  

dusk. My dog lay a t  my fee t .  I t  was very qu ie t .  I suddently looked 

over to my r ig h t  and th e re ,  not two yards from me, was a la rge  coyote 

which had frozen mid-s t r ide  in the t r a i l .  In slow motion, my dog rose
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to s i t  on her haunches, her muscles tense  but s t i l l .  The coyote and the 

dog s ta red  a t  one another  across  the  short  space t h a t  separated them, 

the space of thousands and thousands of  years  o f  evolu tion.  The dog: 

what I have been; the coyote: what became of  me. I was in v i s ib l e  in

the presence of  the gaze of  m i l len ia .  Both animals remained unmoving in 

s t i l l n e s s ,  s i lence .  There was no fea r .

The coyote lowered i t s  head, sn if fed  the  d i r t  and t r o t t e d  up the 

t r a i l .  The dog lay down again,  her head re s t in g  on my f e e t .
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They come sneaking up through the black g lades, n o ise le ss ,  

s i le n t ,  and they squat on th e ir  haunches and th e ir  eyes shine lik e  s ta rs , 

They w ait and watch and w i l l  not he driven o f f .  They s i t  l ik e  ghosts, 

lik e  pale d e v i ls ,  round your f i r e ,  never s t i r r in g ,  never taking th e ir  

shining eyes from your face.



II

HUNTING

"Now j u s t  what i s  th a t  coyote worth to  me, I mean his  carcass?

On a coat bas is  t h a t  coyote has done $500 worth of  k i l l in g  and th a t  i s

not an es t im a te ,  i t  i s  cold f ac t  from the count of  lambs. Figure t h a t

fellow on a cos t  basis  and the bounty men have you whipped, but I hope I

have th ree  ce leb ra t ions  coming--when we whip H i t l e r  and Hirohito and 

when we k i l l  t h a t  damn coyote."

Wyoming sheepman

1

The main objec t  of the coyote 's  l i f e  seems to be the s a t i s fy in g  

of hunger; to  t h i s  a l l  i t s  i n s t i n c t s  and s k i l l  are d i rec ted .  S t i l l ,  the  

coyote i n c i t e s  emotional fe rvor ,  p o l i t i c a l  fu ro r  and perpetual contro

versy simply by being i t s e l f ,  an animal with four  legs and 42 tee th  

try ing  to ge t  something to e a t ,  r a i s e  i t s  young and l ive .  As innocent 

as t h i s  may appear,  the problem is  t h a t  when a coyote is  hungry, a t  t imes 

i t  will  include in i t s  d ie t  animals which man a lso  f inds  usefu l .

In search of  food, the coyote follows i t s  own individual runway 

or hunting rou te ,  a combination of  game t r a i l s ,  arroyos or  d i tch  banks 

from which i t  wi l l  devia te  only i f  areas beyond i t  a re  more productive 

or  i f  severe weather or  human pressure force the coyote to  abandon famil

ia r  t e r r i t o r y .  The runway usually  covers about ten miles and is  of ten

23
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within a short  d is tance of the spot where the coyote was born and wil l  

r a i s e  i t s  own young. I f  there  i s  s u f f i c i e n t  food, the coyote will  use 

the same runway throughout i t s  l i f e t im e .  The runways are marked by 

"scent  pos ts"--bushes ,  stubbles  of  g rass ,  t r e e s  or  o ther  locat ions--where  

the coyote will  u r in a te ,  re leas ing  I t s  scent as a message fo r  the  next 

coyote. Scent posts  provide an o l f a c to ry  map of  coyote range. By 

reading scent pos ts ,  a coyote rece ives  information on hunting and can 

determine where i t  i s  in r e l a t io n  to  c e r t a in  places  or  goa ls ,  how to  get  

t h e re ,  who has t rave led  by and when. While scent posts a re  pr imar i ly  

for  the benef i t  of  o ther  coyotes ,  they have the  secondary funct ion of  

e s ta b l i sh in g  individual t e r r i t o r y .

(The area around a scent post  i s  a p o t e n t i a l l y  successful s i t e  

fo r  a t r a p  or  o ther  coyote-exterminat ing  device. A t rapper  may make an 

a r t i f i c i a l  scent post by using a c e r t a in  formula which presumably 

a t t r a c t s  a passing coyote; on exploring i t ,  the  coyote gets  a shot of  

cyanide in i t s  mouth or  i t s  leg caught by the s tee l  gr ip  of  a t ra p .

Here i s  how the U.S. Government does i t :  "Put in to  a b o t t l e  the ur ine  

and ga l l  o f  a coyote and a lso  the anal glands. To every th re e  ounces of  

the mixture add one ounce of  g ly c e r in ,  to  give i t  body and to  prevent 

too rapid evaporation, and one gra in  of  corros ive  sublimate to keep i t  

from sp o i l in g ."  Many coyotes have become wise to these  methods; several 

have been s ighted ro l l in g  with unabashed laughter  around the  s i t e  o f  an 

a r t i f i c i a l  scent pos t . )

As the coyote searches fo r  mice and other  small rodents ,  i t  moves 

slowly about i t s  hunting grounds u n t i l  i t  has s igh ted ,  heard or  scented 

i t s  quarry. When the coyote has sighted a po ten t ia l  v ict im,  i t  f reeze s .
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remaining t o t a l l y  immobile fo r  as long as eleven minutes.  The freezing  

pos i t ion  is  ra the r  mysterious and incredib ly  stunning. Perhaps i t  i s  a 

means of  looking l ike  the  grass  o r  a rock, or  i s  an an t i c ip a t io n  and 

gathering of  forces  and f a c u l t i e s  f o r  an ul t imate  and c e r t a in  capture.  

Then i t  leaps. In m id-a ir  the forepaws come together  and, aimed with 

remarkable accuracy, land d i r e c t l y  on the prey,  pinning i t  to  the  ground 

where i t  i s  r e s t ra ined  un t i l  the  coyote can se ize  the  animal in i t s  

mouth. I t  i s  then ea ten ,  c a r r i ed  o f f  to  a more secluded spot or  

"played with."

The l a t t e r  behavior,  considered by man to be an unref ined and 

impolite form of  d iabo l ica l  sadism, as i f  the smaller  c rea tu re  i s  maimed 

and mangled in a slow, excrucia t ing  death ,  cannot be in te rp re ted  as play 

behavior in a s t r i c t  sense. Insofar  as play i s  a r i t u a l i z e d  form of  

p rey -s ta lk in g ,  p rey -k i l l in g  and a d isp lay  of ownership, the  handling of 

the vict im in a "playful"  manner i s  a kind of ecs tasy ,  a re-enactment of  

the actual  k i l l  as well as an e x q u is i te  choreography of motions. Head- 

shaking, fo r  example, prevents the prey from b i t in g  the p r e d a to r ' s  face ,  

and through the sheer momentum of  tw is t ing  and swinging, coupled with 

the strong gr ip  of  the coyote 's  jaws, the  prey i s  impaled by the canines 

and crushed. Animal behav io r i s t s  bel ieve the "play" sequence following 

the hunt is  a means of  delaying ingest ion u n t i l  blood s e n s i t i z e s  the 

predator  and t r i g g e r s  ea t ing .  The hunting act ions  of  the coyote are 

d i rec ted  towards an in imitable  perfec t ion  of  motions which, because of 

t h e i r  precis ion  and accuracy, allow no s u p e r f lu i t i e s  to jeopard ize  the 

narrow margin for  success.
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Coyotes hunt alone or in pa i r s .  When hunting in p a i r s ,  a cooper

a t iv e  e f f o r t  assures  success in s i t u a t io n s  where one coyote might f a i l  or  

when p a r t i c u la r  hunting s t r a t e g i e s  are needed. One coyote may dig into 

a rodent burrow while another  q u ie t ly  awaits fo r  the  prey to  e x i t  from 

another  hole. On occasion a s ing le  coyote will  ac t  "crazy"--jumping, 

whir ling and leaping about with apparent sense les sness - - in  order  to d i s 

t r a c t  and t r a n s f ix  the prey while i t  i s  being s ta lked  by a second coyote.

When looking a t  a sp ec i f i c  animal,  our a t t e n t io n  is  inev i tab ly  

drawn to  th a t  animal 's  r e l a t io n sh ip s  to o thers  of  i t s  kind and to  i t s  

prey. But animals r e l a t e  to c rea tu res  they do not hunt in ways which 

are  not c l e a r ly  understood by human observers.  Most o f  these  r e l a t i o n 

ships are  necessary physical dependencies; a few, however, seem purely 

socia l and pleasurable .

The coyote and the badger have developed a social attachment 

recognized by na t ive  Americans as being a sign o f  the sacred kinship 

among animals who, in the end, a re  a l l  brothers  even in an e a t /g e t - e a te n  

world. An example of  t h i s  perception i s  seen in a pre-Columbian pot 

from Casas Grandes, Mexico: one handle of  the  pot i s  a head of  a coyote,

the o ther  handle is  a head of  a badger-- the e te rna l  balance of  pot- 

roundness between them

I t  is  in t e re s t in g  to note t h a t  the  Mexican name fo r  badger is  

tlacoyo tey  which comes from the  Aztec t la l-c o y o tl^  t l d l l i  meaning 

"ea r th" - - thus  "ear th  coyote" or  badger.

Coyotes and badgers have often been seen t ra ve l ing  together  in 

what can only be in te rp re ted  as f r i en d ly  company. Coyotes usually  do not 

a t tack  an adul t  badger,  f u l l y  aware of  the badger 's  c a p a b i l i t i e s  and



Pre-Columbian pot with coyote and badger head handles.  Found in 

Casas Grandes. Mexico, dated 1250-1300 A.D.

f e ro c i ty  as a hunter and f i g h t e r ;  perhaps the  badger senses the coyote 's  

peaceful in ten t ions  and thus t o l e r a t e s  i t s  company. The par tnersh ip  

serves an obvious purpose In the cooperation of  obtain ing food. While a 

badger digs f o r  ground s q u i r r e l s  or  mice, the coyote wai ts  p a t i e n t ly  

behind i t s  f r i e n d ,  pouncing on and eat ing  the  escapees. What the  coyote 

c o n t r ibu tes  to  t h i s  a c t i v i t y  o ther  than i t s  a p p e t i t e  i s  not c e r t a in .

Even without f u l l y  understanding t h i s  pa r tne rsh ip ,  i t  can be assumed 

th a t  the  animals a re  in some way rewarded by each o t h e r ' s  company and 

form social  bonds which are  benef ic ia l  to  both. One b io lo g is t  watched a 

coyote and badger, noting the following behavior; "The coyote would go 

in f ro n t  of  the  badger,  lay i t s  head on the l e t t e r ' s  neck, l i c k  i t ,  jump 

into the  a i r  and give o ther  expressions  of  unmistakable joy .  The badger 

seemed equally  pleased."
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Special f r iendships  with non-prey animals a re  not unique to the 

coyote. Another canid, the wolf ,  appears to  take grea t  pleasure  from 

the company of ravens. Not only do ravens scavenge on the remains of  

wolf k i l l s ,  t h e i r  constant  company with a pack gives oppor tun i t ie s  fo r  

p la y - s t a lk in g ,  p es te r ing ,  chasing and teas ing  on the par t  of  both wolf 

and raven. As wolf b io lo g is t  L. David Mech has observed, because both 

species  are  extremely s o c ia l ,  they must possess the psychological mechan

isms necessary to form social attachments with c e r t a in  o the r  species .

The special  bonds between wolf and raven or  coyote and badger are  one of  

many fasc ina t ing  aspects  of canid charac te r - -one  sub t le  r e f l e c t i o n  of  

the thousands of threads th a t  t i e  an animal to  the l i f e  processes and 

p a t te rn s  of  i t s  environment.

Coyotes will  occas ional ly  a t t ack  deer ,  antelope and e lk ,  p a r t i 

c u la r ly  in the win ter  when they are more vulnerable  to  predation.  When 

pursuing a l a rg e r ,  heavier animal,  the  coyote will  wait  u n t i l  one sepa

ra te s  from the herd, run alongside i t  and rush in from the f ro n t ,  grab

bing the  animal 's  neck with i t s  jaws. The g r ip  blocks a i r  passages to 

the lungs so t h a t  the prey d ies  from suffoca t ion  r a th e r  than blood loss .  

The gripping e f f e c t  of  the coyo te ' s  t e e th  and jaws i s  a s s i s te d  by the 

weight and d i re c t io n  of movement of  the  prey; the dead weight of  the 

coyote pu l l s  aga ins t  the running animal,  producing a downward tea r ing  

ac t ion  which f a t a l l y  wounds i t  and brings i t  to the ground.

Live big game a n im a ls - - i f  a v a i l a b le - -w i l l  comprise a very small 

por tion of  coyote prey. Most game i s  eaten in the form of  car r ion  whose 

death re su l ted  from some other  cause than a coyo te 's  a t tack .  In quant i ty  

and preference,  the coyote i s  e s s e n t i a l l y  a scavenger and rodent e a te r .
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I t  will  a lso ea t  b i rd s ,  eggs, r e p t i l e s ,  amphibians, f i s h ,  i n s e c t s ,  

f r u i t  and vegetables i f  found within i t s  range.

Coyotes a lso  prey on watermelons. Although watermelon-stalking 

behavior has not been studied in depth,  i t  i s  known th a t  coyotes will  

s e le c t  the r ip e s t  specimens, take a few b i te s  and move on, sometimes 

causing cons iderable damage to crops.

2

Coyote and the Watermelona

Coyote crawled on his  b e l ly  to  the  top of the  ridge. There below 

him gleaming in the moon l i g h t  were watermelons, s leek  and f a t ,  t h e i r  

s c a r l e t  pulp pudging aga ins t  t i g h t  green skins.  Coyote s a l iv a te d .  He 

sn i f fed  the wind and t r o t t e d  down to  the watermelon patch. When he 

s t a r t e d  to sink his  tee th  in to  the  f i r s t  r ip e  watermelon he found, he 

heard a low giggle  followed by a s q u i r t .  Two shiny black seeds h i t  him 

in the eyes. Coyote sa t  back. The watermelon shook with laugh te r ,  

spurt ing seeds in to the a i r .  Coyote resumed his  gnawing, going s lurp  

s lurp  gulp. The watermelon giggled louder ,  more seeds flew. You're 

t i c k l in g  me! You're t i c k l in g  me! sa id  the  watermelon and showered 

Coyote's head with seeds. Coyote was very puzzled by th i s  chuckling 

f r u i t .  He l e t  out a l i t t l e  g iggle  himself.  All the  other  f a t  water

melons in the patch s ta r ted  to laugh. Soon Coyote was r o l l i n g  on the 

ground, c lutching his b e l ly ,  t e a r s  streaming down his  face. Shiny seeds 

f i l l e d  the a i r  and h i t  the ground with pings. F ina l ly  Coyote recovered 

his senses and the seeds slowly stopped pinging,  l i k e  the f in a l  raindrops 

from a passing cloud. The watermelons l e t  out an occasional t i t t e r .
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Coyote looked a t  the place in the watermelon where he had taken a few 

b i t e s .  S t i l l  chuckling,  he went his  way.

3

She t e l l s  me: Growing up on s to r i e s  o f  peste red p i g l e t s  and

wolves harassing l i t t l e  g i r l s  in red hoods, the  dripping fangs and f i e r y  

eyeba l ls  of  wanton canine k i l l e r s  f loa ted  across my dreams l i k e  phantoms, 

while timorous f l u f f y  r a b b i t s ,  demure chirping songbirds and doeful 

wide-eyed bambis innocently shuddered with the  constant  dread o f  being 

eaten a l iv e .  P reda t ion - - t rue  p redat ion—is  something th a t  i f  the  average 

person--a  c i t y  person—witnessed, he o r  she would probably throw up. 

Meanwhile there  i s  the myth o f  New Yorkers walking over bodies of  hear t  

a t t a c k  victims lying p r o s t r a t e  on the  sidewalk during rush hour. The 

way most people view predat ion in "the wild" i s  a combination of  ignor

ance and inurement,  c u l t iv a te d  by Hollywood f a n ta s i e s  and the  r e a l i t y  

th a t  we ourselves do not s t a lk  our food in the wild but ins tead  s ta lk  i t  

in metal c a r t s  in the a i s l e s  of  Safeways. Human reac t ions  to  predat ion 

vary considerably depending on who the  predator  i s  and who the prey, the 

r e l a t i v e  s izes  of  prey and predator ,  and the equipment and means used by 

a predator  to secure food. The lower man r a t e s  an animal on the evolu

t ionary  scale--one rated by the human measure of In te l l i g e n c e - - th e  l e ss  

a f fec ted  we seem by i t s  death. Big f i s h  ea ts  l i t t l e  bug, we hardly 

not ice .  As one person put i t ,  we are  "taxonomic snobs" enthroned in 

majesty atop the pyramid of  l i f e ,  the slime of the lowest orders  f a r  in 

the mists  below us.
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As an evolutionary  fo rce ,  she cont inues ,  predation has been a 

prime mover in natural  s e le c t io n ,  while in the meantime the bulldozer  

doesn ' t  give natural se lec t ion  the opt ion o f  m irac les ;  old Charles 

Darwin, he never had to deal with the  Am\y Corps of  Engineers,  the Bureau 

of  Reclamation or  the p r o l i f e r a t i o n  o f  subdiv is ions.

We l ik e  our k i l l i n g s  c lean ,  m erc i fu l ,  s a n i ta ry ,  p a in le s s ,  humane, 

devoid of  violence.  We l ike  o ther  people to k i l l  f o r  us. P l a s t i c  wrap

pings and u n id en t i f i ab le  fea tu res  d isg u ise  the death modes of  animals 

th a t  a re  now food, the blood i s  washed away, the  l i f e  j u i c e s  a re  "sauce." 

The hunting methods of  the coyote or  wolf seem cruel and v io le n t  because 

of  our i n f i n i t e  d is tance  from t h e i r  methods. But predat ion has bene

f i c i a l ,  p o s i t iv e ,  even a e s th e t ic  aspects .  Much of what we f ind  in t r ig u in g ,  

su rp r i s in g ,  s t i r r i n g  and even beau t i fu l  in the animal world i s  d i r e c t l y  

r e la ted  to  the ubiquitous influence of  predation.

A South Dakota sheepman d ispu tes  the White Hat-Black Hat Theory 

of  prey and predators :  "There is  no such thing as good predators  and

bad p redators .  All o f  them are predators .  E i ther  you have a blanket 

program or you have no program. The best  tool we ever had was poison 

and the best poison was 108D. These misguided people had the  gal l  to 

deprive us of  one of  our best too ls  o f  management. We're not t e l l i n g  

people in the eas t  how to control t h e i r  r i o t s  and run welfare ,  and we 

don ' t  th ink they should t e l l  us how to  run our business . . . .  These 

people th a t  want to save the coyotes want to preserve a bunch of bastards  

th a t  d o n ' t  do us any good a t  a l l .  Balance of  nature? To hel l  with t h a t . "
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4

A F ield  Guide to Man as a Predator

Coyotes are chased in open country by a i rp lanes  or  h e l icop te r s  

u n t i l  they begin to stagger  with exhaustion and f i n a l l y  r o l l  over to  

expose t h e i r  underparts in the  canine expression o f  submission. They 

a re  then b las ted  with gunshot.

Following a recent  motocross race across  a seven-mile s t r e t c h  of  

the Mojave Desert in southern C a l i fo rn ia ,  many small rodents were found 

in a severe s t a t e  of  shock, bleeding from the n o s t r i l s ,  eyes ,  e a r s ,  anus 

and o the r  o r i f i c e s —a s t a t e  not r e su l t in g  from physical encounters with 

motorcycles but from the magnitude of  decibels  created by the  motor

cyc les ,  a sound level which the  rodents could not withstand.

While the government urges i t s  t rappers  to  exerc ise  humane 

methods of  coyote co n t ro l ,  stockmen and o ther  p r iv a te  ind iv idua ls  are 

f re e  to use t h e i r  own ingenuity . This i s  a conmon method: Several

coyotes a re  captured a l iv e  and t i e d  up. Their mouths are  wired shut.  

While t ry ing  to f ree  themselves, adrenal in  pours through t h e i r  systems, 

c rea t ing  strong-scented bladders and anal glands which, when cut  out of  

the of ten  s t i l l - l i v i n g  animals,  provide "scent" b a i t  for  o the r  coyote 

t raps .

5

Coyotes ea t  sheep. So do eag les ,  bobcats,  wolves, dogs, people 

and bugs. The accurate  assessment of  sheep loss  to  coyote predat ion i s
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made d i f f i c u l t  by the abundance and complexity of myths, misconceptions, 

un re l iab le  data and emotions of  a century of controversy.  Recent, 

increasingly  accurate  s tud ies  o f  sheep loss  to coyote predat ion ind ica te  

th a t  under some condi t ions ,  coyotes can do ser ious  damage to sheep herds 

desp i te  t r a d i t io n a l  predator  control measures.

For over 50 years  the wool-growing industry  has been f a l t e r i n g .  

Despite massive subsid ies  in the form of  predator  co n t ro l ,  low grazing 

fees  on public lands and p r ice  supports on wool, the  dec l ine  continues . 

Where shepherds once tended f lo c k s ,  the sheep now roam alone because of  

a changing work e th ic  and high labor  cos ts .  Changing p a t te rns  of food 

preferences s h i f t  emphasis to  beef as a major source of  p ro te in .  More 

than they wear wool, people wear c lo thes  of  syn the t ic  f ib e r s  made from 

petrochemicals.  Sheepmen have come to expect losses from an economically 

betroubled industry—losses  from market decl ines  and co s t ly  labor ,  as 

well as stock losses  to  d isea se ,  accidents  and predators .  Often, no 

matter  how c a re fu l ly  and ob jec t iv e ly  sheep losses  are  s tud ied ,  i t  i s  

v i r t u a l l y  impossible to account fo r  a l l  the animals t h a t  d i e ;  thus some 

b io lo g i s t s  have c l a s s i f i e d  sheep losses  in to  th ree  ca tego r ie s :  n a tu ra l ,

predator  and " th in  a i r . "  While sheepmen often feel powerless to  contend 

with the  f r u s t r a t i o n s  of labor ,  markets and th in  a i r ,  predators  seem a 

problem about which something can be done. As one of  many id en t i f i ed  

sources of economic lo s s ,  the coyote earns some of the  blame.

(In a 1976 study of  predat ion on sheeo in a western Montana 

ranch, i t  was found th a t  coyotes were responsib le  fo r  a s ig n i f i c a n t  per

centage of  sheep m or ta l i ty .  Various methods of  predator  control  were 

implemented; some methods were more e f fe c t iv e  than o th e r s ,  while often
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the coyotes would change hab i ts  in response to  the mode of  contro l.

Other methods were s e le c t iv e  fo r  coyotes t h a t  did not k i l l  sheep, leaving 

the sh eep -k i l l e r s  untouched. Of a l l  methods t e s t e d ,  i t  was determined 

th a t  the use of  guard dogs was the most e f f e c t iv e  in e l iminat ing sheep 

loss  to coyotes.  Damage by coyotes,  however, was replaced by harassment 

o f  the sheep by guard dogs.)

Over m i l l ions  of  yea rs ,  predator-prey r e l a t io n s h ip s  have evolved 

in ways which balance and benef i t  both—a r e l a t io n s h ip  seen, fo r  example, 

between coyotes and j a c k ra b b i t s ;  in the  process o f  natura l  s e le c t io n ,  i t  

i s  the coyote 's  in te l l ig e n c e  and need t h a t  have given the j a ck rab b i t  i t s  

speed and endurance. However, the match between a coyote and a domestic 

animal is  qu i te  d i f f e r e n t .  A coyote does not need a f r a c t io n  of  i t s  

predatory a b i l i t y  to  k i l l  a sheep. Despite popular b e l i e f ,  the re  i s  no 

evidence th a t  coyotes s e le c t  weak, s ick ly  sheep in a cu l l ing  e f f e c t ;  

usually  s ick and weak animals s tay  in the cen te r  of  the  f lo c k ,  while 

h e a l th ie r  animals on the f r inge  become more vulnerable  to a t tack .

Although f lee ing  sheep are near ly  always pursued by coyotes ,  animals t h a t  

do not run are  r a r e ly  preyed upon. Defensive behavior by sheep--bu t t ing ,  

stamping of the f e e t - - o f t e n  stops  coyote a t tacks  as does the  presence of  

a ram among ewes. Fences surrounding a f lock wil l  of ten induce defensive  

behavior in sheep, preventing them from f lee ing  as they would on an open 

range.

In many e f f o r t s  s t r iv in g  labor ious ly  to  unveil  the " real"  p ic tu re  

of  coyote-sheep r e l a t io n s h ip s ,  a profusion of i ro n ie s  surface.  As pred

a to r  control devices become more complex, the coyote gets smarter.  A 

peg-leg coyote (one which has lo s t  a limb in a t r a p )  becomes trap-wise
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and consumes up to 50 percent more l ives tock  than a normal coyote, i t s  

physical a b i l i t y  to  catch and k i l l  wild species  having been impaired. 

Sheep a re  bred fo r  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  which counteract  any natural  r e s i s 

tance to predators  and must be a r t i f i c i a l l y  p ro tec ted ,  c rea t ing  an eco

nomic t r a d e -o f f  between the cost  of  predation losses  and the  cos t  of  

p ro te c t iv e  pens or  f eed lo t s .  From poisoning,  t rapp ing ,  shooting and 

o ther  control programs, the coyote ' s  r e s i s ta n c e  and r e s i l i e n c e  have been 

phenomenal; man has created a race of  "super coyotes" whose dens are  

harder to f in d ,  who avoid man, who increase  t h e i r  numbers when control 

pressures  a re  in tense  and learn to  shun the  control  devices which have 

taken the l iv e s  of o ther  coyotes.

The "super coyote" is  the u l t im ate  irony. Those who malign the 

coyote as a l ives tock  predator  should observe t h a t  t h e i r  ac t ions  aga ins t  

i t  have been d i r e c t l y  responsib le  f o r  much of  what the  coyote i s  today. 

Man has inadver ten t ly  manipulated the coyote gene pool in a way which 

has benefi ted the se lec t ion  of  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  more r e s i s t a n t  to pred

a to r  control  measures and more compatible with c i v i l i z a t i o n .  B io log is t  

H. T. Gier w r i te s :  "The slow and c r ipp led  [coyotes]  f a l l  r e ad i ly  to

hunting dogs. The dull  of  wit are caught in t r a p s ,  h i t  by c a r s ,  or  run 

down by ante lope,  deer or jeeps .  The unwary are  shot by the rancher or 

sportsman. We, with our persecution of  the coyote,  have added another  

parameter to  natural  s e le c t io n ,  with the r e s u l t  t h a t  coyotes are  now 

l a rg e r ,  smar ter ,  more adaptable ,  f a s t e r ,  and more cunning than when white 

men f i r s t  entered the coyote 's  t e r r i t o r y . "

A review of  the h is to ry  of predator  control in r e l a t io n  to 

coyote populations reveals  th a t  only the most in tens ive  hunting and
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poisoning campaigns have made ser ious  inroads on local coyote popula

t ions .  In many cases ,  the removal of  one or a few coyotes has re su l te d  

in a cessa t ion  of  degradat ions . Sheepmen, long-time advocates of  the  

idiom " the only good coyote is  a dead coyote," are  beginning to  acknow

ledge the  f indings  of w i ld l i f e  research.  A survey of a r t i c l e s  and 

l e t t e r s  from sheepman in the n a tio n a l WoolgToiDer over the past  40 years  

shows d i sce rn ib le  changes in tone and a w i l l ingness  to deal with s p e c i f i c  

circumstances and individual  offenders .  At the  same time, they are 

r e lu c ta n t  to  accept the recent r e s t r i c t i o n s  on the more in tens ive  pred

atory control  agents such as the poison 1080.

Recent t rends  in predator  management pol icy  increasingly  favor  

the option of  making sheep le ss  appet iz ing to coyotes and destroying 

only the "problem" animals which c o n s is t e n t ly  incur subs tan t ia l  losses  

to  sheepmen. The use of  o l fa c to ry ,  gus ta to ry  and acous t ica l  r e p e l l e n t s ,  

commercial dog r e p e l l e n t ,  oi l  of  c i t r o n e l l a  and cayenne pepper has proven 

to be s u rp r i s in g ly  e f fe c t iv e  in "teaching" coyotes to d i s l i k e  sheep. 

A l te rna t ives  in sheep management and rear ing  are  also  being developed as 

a means of  excluding any opportunity  fo r  predators  to come in to  contact  

with l ives tock .  These s t i l l  experimental methods r e f l e c t  a new a t t i t u d e  

toward the coyote, one which accepts i t s  ex is tence ra the r  than advocates 

i t s  a n n ih i la t io n .

6

Mr. Coyote ami the Tuo Sheep

Two sheep, one th in  and one very f a t ,  were t rave l ing  through the 

country. When they rounded a turn  in the t r a i l ,  who should step out
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from behind a Joshua t r e e  and stand facing them but Mr. Coyote—grinn ing ,  

with h is  hands on his h ips,  the re  in the middle o f  the road.

"Good day. Friend Sheep," said the Coyote, glancing up a t  the 

sun. "I have not ye t  had breakfas t  t h i s  morning."

"Do not ea t  me," said  the Fat Sheep. "I am too f a t .  You might

choke."

"Oh, do not ea t  me," said the Thin Sheep. "I am too th in .  See

how the  bones are  t ry ing  to come out of  my hide."

"I am going to ea t  both of you, of  course,"  said the  Coyote.

"Only I cannot decide which of  you to  ea t  f i r s t . "

"Don't ea t  me f i r s t , "  spoke up the  Fat Sheep. "Save me fo r  

a f te rw ard s ."

"Do not ea t  me f i r s t , "  c r ied  the Thin Sheep. "There i s  not

enough of me to get s ta r t e d  on."

"In order  to decide t h i s  ques t ion ,"  said the Coyote, "we will  

play a game."

He was going to  d iv e r t  himself  with these two fo o l i sh  c rea tu re s .  

Looking to  the l e f t  and the r ig h t  o f  the road, he saw th a t  the land was 

leve l .  Then with his  toe he began drawing a l in e  lengthwise of the road 

down the middle in the sand.

"Now, Fat Sheep," he sa id ,  "you take f i f t y  s teps s t r a i g h t  out 

from t h i s  l i n e  to the l e f t  and you. Thin Sheep, you take f i f t y  s teps  

s t r a ig h t  out from t h i s  l i n e  to the r ig h t .  I will  stand here with one 

foot on e i t h e r  s ide of the l i n e ,  and when I give you the signal with my 

sombrero, both of  you s t a r t  running as f a s t  as you can to see which one 

of you can cross the l in e  f i r s t  r ig h t  here in f ro n t  of me. The winner

will be eaten second and the lo se r  ^ i r s t . "
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When the Coyote had f in ished  giving his  o rders ,  the two Sheep 

began taking t h e i r  s teps  very c a r e fu l ly  out from the l i n e ,  counting 

aloud: one- two-three,  while the Coyote was drawing the l i n e  deeper in

the sand with his toe  there  in the middle of the road.

When the two Sheep had f in ished  taking t h e i r  f i f t y  s teps  and 

stood a t  equal dis tances  in opposite  d i re c t io n s  from the road, the Coyote 

shouted f ina l  in s t ru c t io n s  fo r  the race.

"When the sombrero comes down over the l i n e ,  t h a t  i s  the signal 

to s t a r t  running. Cross the l in e  r ig h t  c lose  in f ro n t  of  me so t h a t  I 

can judge the winner and shout his  name as soon as he crosses  the l in e .

I f  Fat Sheep comes f i r s t ,  I wi l l  shout Gordo! I f  Thin Sheep crosses  

f i r s t ,  I will  shout Flaao! So get  ready to  run your bes t ,  boys, fo r  the

f i r s t  over the l in e  will  be the  second dish  fo r  dinner ."

Mr. Coyote ra ised  his  big sombrero a t  arm's length over h is  head. 

"Ready, Sheep! Watch the  sombrero . . .

Swoosh! And the sombrero came swinging down and the  two sheep

jumped, running fu r ious ly  toward the  l in e  in f ro n t  o f  Coyote, who stood 

there  s t radd l ing  i t ,  holding h is  sombrero behind him with both hands, 

grinning so t h a t  the ends of his  Coyote moustache were up to  his  ears .  

V i l la in  t h a t  he was, he was expecting to laugh loudly when the two Sheep 

in t h e i r  blind haste would run in to  each o the r  in t h e i r  headlong rush to 

the l in e  and crack t h e i r  sku l ls  open. This was to be his d ivers ion .

So he had not to ld  the t r u th  when he said  t h a t  he would shout the winner 's  

name. He was going to mention n e i th e r  of  t h e i r  names, fo r  he cared not 

who won the race.
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Cl o se r ,  d o s e r  came the hoof-beats of  the two Sheep, running from 

opposite d i rec t ions  very evenly, and bigger became the  Coyote's devil  

gr in  as he looked down a t  the l in e  he was s t radd l ing .  The Sheep were 

close now, and the Coyote was opening his  mouth not with in ten t ion  of  

judging the race but with the idea of  laughing. The Sheep were almost 

about to  cross the l i n e  now. Then, j u s t  one jump from the l i n e ,  they 

swerved out of  t h e i r  course one s tep and both toge the r  came f ly ing  r ig h t  

a t  Mr. Coyote.

Before he could move out o f  h is  t r a c k s ,  they rammed t h e i r  heads 

agains t  his  r ib s  from both s ides  a t  exac t ly  the  same moment, making him 

judge the  race aga ins t  his w i l l ,  fo r  t h e i r  simultaneous charge a t  his  

r ib s  knocked him o f f  the ground and forced a loud and t ru th fu l  word 

squawking out of  h is  mouth with a l l  h is  a i r ,  " I t ' s  a t i e . "

By the time Don Coyote was able to  regain his  breath and get up 

o f f  the l in e  he had drawn in the  middle o f  the road, the two Sheep were 

such small specks on the landscape t h a t  i t  was impossible to  t e l l  which 

was Lean and which was Fat.

Dan Storm, The L i t t l e  Animals o f  Mexico

1

Sheep are among the o ldes t  of  domesticated animal species .  The 

ancestors  of  the domestic sheep were probably re la ted  to the u r i a l ,  

a rga l i  and mouflon types o f  wild sheep found today in par ts  o f  Europe 

and Asia. These wild sheep are gregarious ,  ac t ive  mountain animals 

l iv ing  in herds varying from a few indiv iduals  to many. They are  ag i le  

climbers.  The a r g a l i ,  for  example, is  la rge r  and heavier than i t s
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domestic counterpart .  I t  has a l i g h t  brown coa t ,  a keen sense of  s igh t  

and smell and very sharp hooves. Rams bear  massive horns which are  used 

fo r  d e fen se - 'b u t t in g  or s t r ik in g  sideways while running.

Over cen tur ies  o f  domest icat ion, man has manipulated sheep 

genet ics  to favor market requirements fo r  meat and f ib e r  over na tural  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  such as re s i s ta n ce  to  p redators .  Domestic sheep have 

n e i th e r  the p ro te c t iv e  co lo ra t io n ,  senses ,  a g i l i t y ,  nor the  defensive 

responses of  t h e i r  wild ances tors .  Thus e f f e c t iv e  p ro tec t ion  from pred

a to rs  must be a r t i f i c i a l l y  implemented. In a metaphorical sense,  the 

coyote t rap  i s  the sheep 's  horns, the gun i t s  escape to inaccess ib le  

ground. Man has chosen to  deal with the predator  r a th e r  than with the 

de f ic ien c ie s  of  h is  sheep.

Wild predator-prey r e la t io n s h ip s  operate  on a p r in c ip le  of  

balance. The coyote preying on a wild sheep would have to  use a l l  i t s  

s k i l l  fo r  success ; i t s  speed, endurance and hunting s t r a t e g i e s  would be 

met by defensive and aggressive r e s i s ta n c e  from the sheep. However, 

under the influence of  domestication, various  animal species  undergo 

physical and behavioral changes which a l t e r  t h a t  balance. Having l o s t  

most of  the c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  needed f o r  i t s  own defense, the domestic 

sheep is  easy prey fo r  the coyote. The same imbalance incurred by 

domestication and se le c t iv e  breeding can be seen in the o the r  d i re c t io n :  

imagine a wild sheep confronted with a poodle or  cocker span ie l .  Without 

spec i f ic  t r a in in g  by man, the match between a domestic dog and a wild 

sheep hardly exemplifies  a balanced opposit ion.  Domestication implies 

a dependency of  animal on man: j u s t  as the domestic sheep i s  dependent
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on man fo r  p ro tec t ion  from p reda to rs ,  the dog r e l i e s  on man to remind i t  

of  what was a t  one time in s t in c tu a l .

8

One day, she is  saying, I decided to  conduct a personal i n v e s t i 

gat ion of  the prevalent  myth t h a t  sheep are  the dumbest c rea tu re s  on 

foo t- -an  in v es t ig a t io n ,  I f e l t ,  worthy o f  i l luminating  the possib le  

biases  of  impossibly good shepherds. We hear th ings  l ik e :  Sheep wil l

s ta rve  to  death when they ro l l  over on t h e i r  backs because they are  

unable to  f igu re  out how to r ig h t  themselves; sheep follow you and i f  

you walk s t r a ig h t  in to  a pond o r  lake ,  they wil l  walk r ig h t  in a f t e r  you 

and drown; sheep make easy t a r g e t s  fo r  predators  because they j u s t  love 

to d ie ;  unless ewes are to ld  they have j u s t  borne lambs, they will 

fo rge t  and abandon them following p a r t r i t i o n ;  sheep will  e a t  so much of  

a c e r t a in  weed, t h e i r  stomachs wil l  b loat  in to  hard l i t t l e  bal lons  and 

they can no longer walk. E tce tera .  All t h i s  dumb-sheep mystery undoubt

edly merited a s e m i - sc ie n t i f i c  explora t ion  of  the very ob jec ts  o f  an 

ancient  and venerable vocation of  nomads, of  c rea tu res  whose innocence 

i s  apparently  worth the cost  of  feed and care.

So I went out to take a look a t  the neares t  flock o f  sheep.

From a d is tance  they looked innocent enough, spread over the  pasture  

l ik e  hugh woolly bugs, ea t in g ,  de feca t ing ,  re s t ing  or  wandering aim

le s s ly  in search of  an unknown sheep ha l luc ina t ion .  They spooked 

e a s i ly  a t  my r a th e r  unthreatening approach; as they ran, they made a 

r a t t l i n g  sound which I discovered to be the c l a t t e r  of  sheep s h i t  caked 

in small b a l l s  on t h e i r  hairy r ea r  ends. This sound became qu i te
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fam i l i a r  as I closed in for  a more thorough examination of  the faces  of 

these f leecy  ovine creatures .

On hands and knees I crawled sheep-l ike  towards a specimen, a 

large ewe of an age I considered l i k e l y  to discount any ass igna t ion  of 

du l l -bra inedness  to the f o l l y  of  youth. I s ta red  in to  her eyes , s tee led  

fo r  the reve la t ion  of  an i n f i n i t e  sheep wisdom and the  instantaneous 

d is so lu t io n  of  myths and anthropomorphic ab su rd i t i e s .

Looking in te n t ly  into those eyes , I beheld a v e r i t a b le  pool of  

op t ic  nothingness,  an unspeakable n o n - in te l l ig e n c e ,  an immaculate void, 

a blank. I t  was a mere p r im it ive  rada r ,  a co ld ,  bloodless fa c u l ty  fo r  

determining the loca t ions  of  meaningless ob jec ts .

I sa t  back in shock.

Sheep, I had discovered, were b lea t ing  machines. Sh i t -encrus ted  

zombies. Organic blanks. A woolly no-nan 's  land o f  cerebral zeros 

with two anatomical a t t r i b u t e s :  hunger and s tu p id i ty .  No wonder coyotes

ea t  them.
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RUNNING

There was no room -in th is  man's wortd fo r  coyote or bobcat or 

eagle or hawk or owl. He found no beauty in  th e ir  beings^ no usefu lness  

in  th e ir  lives^ no res'pect fo r  th e ir  freedom from man. They were k i l le r s ,

1

Bounty: A bonus decreed by law fo r  the k i l l in g  of  noxious pes ts .

Although individual bounty systems vary, the e s sen t ia l  idea i s  t h a t  when 

a person k i l l s  an animal designated as vermin or a p es t ,  on presenting a 

portion of  th a t  animal ' s  body (ea rs ,  sca lp ,  sk in ,  head), a public agency 

wil l  compensate t h a t  person 's  e f f o r t s  with an es tab l ished  sum.

When man f i r s t  began the p rac t ice  of  providing g r a t u i t i e s  for  

the k i l l in g  of so-ca l led  noxious mammals and birds i s  not known. Some 

estimate  th a t  the bounty system, in various forms, i s  over 2,700 years  

old. The p rac t ice  came to America with European s e t t l e r s  and appears in 

colonial records of the 17th century. A Massachusetts law of  1648, fo r  

example, offered any Englishman a reward of  30 s h i l l i n g s  fo r  the head of  

a wolf. Indians were offered  20 s h i l l i n g s .

In the 18th century,  bounties were not exclus ive ly  confined to 

wild predators  but fo r  a time included human "savages" considered to be 

in a s im i la r  c la s s .  In 1703 Massachusetts offered a bounty of 12 pounds 

fo r  every Indian scalp turned in to the colonial government. Nineteen

43
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years  l a t e r  t h i s  bounty was augmented to 100 pounds--a sum s u f f i c i e n t  to  

purchase a considerable  ex tent  of  American land. In 1745 o the r  colonies  

jo ined  Massachusetts as the colonial  l e g i s l a t u r e  passed "An Act fo r  

giving a reward fo r  Indian sca lps ."  Under the economic and r a c ia l  imper

a t iv e  o f  New World se t t lem en t ,  there  was l i t t l e  d iscr im inat ion  between 

wolf and Indian o ther  than the higher bounty on the  l a t t e r .  Both were 

dispensable--and both could be t r e a te d  by s im i la r  methods. Following 

the French and Indian war, the  coffmander of  B r i t i s h  forces  in America 

suggested th a t  a l l  Indians ,  l i k e  wolves, be hunted down with dogs.

The bounty system on coyotes is  over a century o ld ,  i t s  o r ig in s  

coinciding with the se t t lement  o f  lands from the  Great P la ins  to the 

P ac i f ic .  I t  was a popular b e l i e f  among Western s e t t l e r s  t h a t  i f  the 

coyote was destroyed,  game would be produced in l im i t l e s s  numbers and 

domestic l ives tock  would be f ree  from depredation.  The bounty system 

seemed to  be the answer to  e f f e c t iv e  and complete predator  con tro l .

With the expenditure of  thousands of  d o l l a r s  in bounty payments 

and the deaths of  thousands of  coyotes during some r e l a t i v e l y  bount iful 

yea rs ,  the bounty system n e i th e r  exterminated the coyote (the coyote 

responded to in tens ive  bounty hunting by increasing i t s  numbers) nor was 

the re  evidence th a t  l ives tock  or  game condit ions  had improved. The 

bounty system was not only in e f fe c t iv e  and expensive, by design i t  

o ffered  a prime opportunity  fo r  fraud. When the  o b je c t iv e - - th e  k i l l in g  

of  coyotes--was made a source of  income by the payment of a bounty, the 

prevalent  idea (and an economically ra t iona l  one) was one o f  propagating 

the coyote r a th e r  than e rad ica t ing  i t .  Taking advantage of  t h i s  r a th e r  

simple log ic ,  bounty hunters and stockmen ra ised  t h e i r  own coyotes and
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k i l l ed  them fo r  bount ies ,  or presented the sca lps  of  domestic dogs as 

coyote sca lps ,  turned in the same skins  over and over to  d i f f e r e n t  (or  

the same) bounty o f f i c e s ,  shipped skins  o r  sca lps  to  places where 

bounties were h igher ,  or  d e l ib e ra te ly  freed  captured female coyotes so 

th a t  they could reproduce and provide more revenue when the whelps were 

l a t e r  taken fo r  bounty payment. A Montana "coyote fanner" w r i te s  t h i s  

l e t t e r  to his  local game department: "When will  i t  [ the  bounty] be on,

or i f  you have any idea when i t  wil l  be payed, I have 20 to  30 [coyotes] 

in a pen and would l i k e  to  get  some idea how long I have to keep them 

a l ive .  Answer soon as you can so I wil l  now what to  due."

Bounty systems not only encourage f raud ,  they were unsupervised, 

e r r a t i c  and indiscr iminant .  Areas where coyotes were a v iable  menace to 

game or  l ives tock  were neglected fo r  areas where they were more abundant 

but not necessa r i ly  a problem. Coyote bounties sapped the co f fe r s  of  

game and w i ld l i f e  departments as exorb i tan t  sums were spent on t h i s  

l a rge ly  unsuccessful method o f  predator  c o n t ro l ,  leaving more productive 

phases of  game management with l i t t l e  funding. In summary, the  bounty 

system was a haphazard, u n s c ie n t i f i c  and in e f fe c t iv e  means of  coyote 

con tro l .  However, many bounty advocates d isagreed:  " I f  a reasonable

bounty were offered . . . fo r  the scalps  of those d e s t ru c t iv e  wild 

animals,  they [ the  coyotes] would be disposed o f  in l e ss  time than was 

required to get r id  o f  the  buffa lo ."

By 1916 much of  the  Western range country was divided in to  pred

a to r  control d i s t r i c t s ,  each assigned with federal  t rappers  and super

v isors .  Trapping by t ra ined  profess ionals  eventual ly  replaced the bounty 

system in most s t a t e s ,  and the bounty hunter became an anachronism. By
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standardiz ing programs and techniques,  i t  was hoped th a t  predator  control 

would be more s c i e n t i f i c  and regula ted .  Along with professional agents ,  

any stockman was permitted to  t r a p ,  poison, shoot or  otherwise dispose 

of  coyotes considered a th r e a t  to  h is  l iv es to ck .  The implementation of 

s c i e n t i f i c  methods of  coyote trapping of ten  revealed in te re s t in g  conclu

s ions ,  such as t h i s  one from a 1938 predator  control  program repor t  out 

of  Wyoming: “Of a l l  the stomach contents  analyzed, i t  was found th a t

none of  the 75 coyotes trapped had eaten l iv e s to ck ."

2

"The trapping of  coyotes i s  a popular and of ten  p ro f i t a b l e  form 

of  rec rea t ion  fo r  many farm boys, p r iva te  professional t rappers ,  or 

those seeking a short  r e s p i t e  in the ou t-o f -doors ."

Coyote t rappers  often do not k i l l  t h e i r  ca tch but wil l  cut o f f  

the animal ' s  lower jaw, then f ree  i t .  Sometimes they will wire the jaws 

shut.  Sometimes they wil l  break a l l  four  legs  of  a trapped coyote and 

leave i t .  One Colorado sheepman scalped a coyote from skull  to  nose, 

then turned i t  loose.

"We trapped a r a th e r  large and healthy female coyote near the 

r iv e r  l a s t  week. We discovered four  pups in her den, a l l  in prime 

physical condi t ion ,  about th ree  weeks old. Sometime, long before we 

k i l l ed  her ,  she had been shot in both eyes. She was bl ind."
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"The t ra p  may be l e f t  unanchored or  anchored. Either  draghooks 

may be at tached to  a chain (p referab ly  s ix  fee t  long),  fas tened by a 

swivel to  the t rap  base or  to  a spr ing ,  and a l l  buried underneath; or  a 

s tee l  s take pin may be used, a t tached  by a swivel to  a s ix - fo o t  chain 

fastened to the base of  a spring of  the  t r a p . "

Following a seven-mile chase, the  young farmer rode down a 

coyote with a saddle horse. He then attempted to  make his horse s tep  on 

the coyote in hopes of  trampling i t  to  death . However, t h i s  only r e 

su l ted  in the  ho rse ' s  legs becoming badly muti la ted  from coyote b i t e s .

So the r id e r  dismounted and k i l l e d  the  coyote with a pa i r  o f  fence p l i e r s

3

'*Marrfnat Contvol Agents"

Thallium Su lfa te :  TlgSO#

Form: Colorless  c r y s t a l s
Hazard: Toxic
Derivat ion:  From thal l ium der ived from f lu e  dusts of  lead and

zinc smelting; thal l ium forms toxic  compounds on
contact  with moisture.

Use: Predator  control

Thallium as a predator  control agent k i l l s  only s ix  out of  
ten of  i t s  vict ims. Survivors  go blind and a l l  t h e i r  ha i r  and 
to e n a i l s  f a l l  out.

Cyanide (or Cyanogen): C2 N2

Form: A compound of  a c o lo r l e s s ,  flammable, poisonous gas
soluble in water 

Hazard: Highly tox ic  ( to le rance :  10 ppm a i r )
Derivation: From potassium cyanide solut ion
Uses: Welding, cu t t in g  of  metals,  fumigant, rocket pro

p e l l e n t ;  "Cyanogas"--trademark for  p e s t i c id e  with 
calcium cyanide.
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Strychnine: C2 1 H2 2 N2 O2

Form: Alkaloid
Hazard: Highly tox ic  by ingestion and inha la t ion  ( to le rance

0.15 mg/m* a i r )
Derivation: Extracted from the  seeds of  îiux vomica and re la ted

p lan ts  (genus Stryohna). Nux vomica i s  a t r e e  
na t ive  to India and Ceylon and c u l t iv a ted  in the 
t ro p ic s .  I t  has g lobular  white f r u i t s  about the 
s ize  of an orange. The green seeds embedded in 
the f r u i t  a re  the  p r inc ipa l  source o f  s trychnine.  

Use: An economic poison; used medicinal ly  as  a tonic  and
s timulant  fo r  the  cen tra l  nervous system.

Strychnine came to  the  West in the m1d-1800‘s under r a th e r  
b iza r re  circumstances: Bound fo r  South America, a boat car rying
strychnine changed course when i t s  crew learned o f  the  gold
s t r i k e  in Ca l i fo rn ia .

Compound 1080 or Sodium Fluoroaceta te :  FCH2C00Na

Form: Fine, white ,  odorless  powder soluble  in water ;
highly s tab le

Hazard: Highly tox ic  by inges t ion ,  inha la t ion  and skin
absorption ( to le rance :  0.05 mg/m* a i r )

Derivation: Ethyl ch loroace ta te
Use: Rodenticide

1080 or  Compound 1080 i s  very poisonous to  man, beast or  
b ird .  I t s  e f f e c t s  may carry  through several hosts with le tha l
r e su l t s .  There i s  no known an t ido te .

1080 is  a master poison, an a s s a s i n ' s  e l i x i r .  Of a l l  the le tha l  

agents known to man, i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  to  imagine anything more ins id ious ly  

homicidal than t h i s  compound. 1080 i s  le tha l  in in f in i te s im a l  amounts; 

a s ing le  ounce could k i l l  200 adu l t  humans, 20,000 coyotes or  dogs, or 

70,000 domestic ca ts .  When ingested by a s ing le  vic t im,  1080 remains 

unchanged, s tab le ;  anything feeding on i t s  carcass  will  d i e ,  and so on 

down the food chain. 1080 does not degrade b io log ica l ly  or  phys ica l ly ,  

although i t  is believed th a t  by burning i t  or  d i lu t in g  i t  in so lu t io n - -  

trenendous q u a n t i t i e s  of w a te r - -1080 will  eventual ly  break down over a
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long period of  time. Accurate data  on the p roper t ie s  of 1080 i s ,  to  say 

the  l e a s t ,  sketchy.

There have been human f a t a l i t i e s  re su l t in g  from 1080 poisoning, 

but the re  is  no way to determine the number o f  deaths caused by t h i s

highly toxic  compound. In known cases ,  the  le tha l  agent has been i d e n t i 

f ied  only by c l e a r  and present  evidence. However, the  symptoms of  1080 

poisoning are  near ly  iden t ica l  with the  symptoms of  a heart  a t t a c k ;  

cardiac f a i l u r e  may even be the terminal event of  1080's e f f e c t s  on the 

cen tra l  nervous system. The p ro p e r t ie s  o f  1080 a re  so unknown and d i f f i 

c u l t  to  de tec t  even by autopsy, death by 1080 could e a s i ly  be diagnosed 

as death by cardiac a r r e s t  and no one would ever  know the d i f fe ren ce .

In the hands of  a madman, 1080 could be the  p e r fec t  weapon.

Even before i t s  ban in 1972, the sa le  of  1080 was r e s t r i c t e d  to

l icensed pes t  control  opera to rs—r e s t r i c t e d  not by law but by the r e q u i re 

ments of  p r iva te  manufacturers of  the  poison. Apparently even these  

con tro ls  were i n s u f f i c i e n t  to  preclude misuse of  1080. In 1967 agents 

of the Wyoming Game and Fish Department discovered seven game carcasses  

baited l i b e r a l l y  with 1080 and d i s t r ib u te d  near  a popular f i sh ing  stream 

and public campground. Laboratory ana lys is  revealed tha t  the re  was 

s u f f i c i e n t  poison in any one of  the seven carcasses  to k i l l  people fo r  a 

mile down the stream; i t  was the highest concentra t ion of  1080 the 

Department had ever seen. The suspected poisoner was u l t im a te ly  found 

and brought to  t r i a l .  He pleaded g u i l t y  and was f ined  $164 fo r  k i l l i n g  

game--the game used as b a i t - - o u t  of  season. I t  was never discovered 

where he had obtained the 1080.
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A government t rapper  t e l l s  about the numerous dogs he had seen 

poisoned by 1080: "They get nervous, s t a r t  chasing around. Then they

s t a r t  yelping and screaming and running back and fo r th ;  t h e y ' l l  run in to  

a t r e e  or a fence or  a wal l ,  bounce back, and run in to  'em again. A lo t  

of  times you never f ind  'em. Once when I was in a sheep camp, a 1080 

dog came into the t e n t ,  mussed a l l  over i t ,  vomited, peed a l l  over ,  to re  

the t e n t  ropes down when she got tangled in 'em, then took o f f  and went 

down over a c l i f f  and through some oak brush. We could hear her howling 

f a r  away. Later  I asked the herder i f  he ever found her ,  and he said no."

Because of  public concern fo r  nontarget  b irds  and mammals becoming 

vict ims of  1080 and o ther  poisons passing along the food chain ,  in 1972 

s trychnine ,  cyanide, thal l ium s u l f a t e  and 1080 were banned from use on 

publ ic lands;  1080 i s  t i g h t l y  r e s t r i c t e d  anywhere. Af ter  the  ban, s tock

men claimed t h a t  coyote populations  skyrocketed and losses  to l ives tock  

were ca tas t roph ic .  B io logis ts  noted th a t  coyote populations  had been on 

the  r i s e  long before the ban on poisons; t h e i r  s tud ies  also revealed th a t  

a secondary population increase  occurred la rge ly  in response to in tens ive  

poisoning programs. The coyote had responded to  a higher m o r ta l i ty  r a t e  

by producing la rg e r  l i t t e r s .

How to  Get the G etter

"Called ' g e t t e r s '  l o c a l ly ,  the  cyanide guns a re  the predator  

h u n te r ' s  f av o r i t e  too l .  These are  cy l in d r ica l  devices about six  inches 

long, loaded with potassium cyanide powder and a spring or  f i r i n g  charge; 

they are  ha l f -b u r ied ,  upr igh t ,  in the ground. Baited cotton on the 

exposed end a t t r a c t s  the  coyote, fox, bobcat,  o r  maybe somebody's pet
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dog; when the aninal pu l ls  on the  b a i t  he gets  a j e t  of  cyanide in the 

mouth. Death is  c e r t a in ,  but not n ecessa r i ly  qu ick-- the  vict im may 

endure ten ,  twenty, even t h i r t y  minutes of  what appears to be extreme 

pain before the end. According to  w i l d l i f e  agency regu la t ions  (not 

always followed), the cyanide gun wherever planted must be marked with 

'conspicuously placed'  warning s takes  and e igh t- inch  by twelve-inch 

warning signs 'posted and p la in ly  v i s i b l e  on a l l  roads leading to s ta t i o n  

a r e a . '

"Look fo r  these  s igns .  When you f ind the  s t a t i o n —usually  a 

group of  four  or  f iv e  cyanide guns s e t  c lose  together--you can disarm the 

devices in any of  several ways. Urinate on them—t h a t  will  warn the 

w i ld l i f e  away. Or pour kerosene on them—th a t  will  des troy the b a i t .

Or shoot them up with a gun. Or drop a large  f l a t  rock on each one.

But d o n ' t  touch them with your hands; they are  dangerous."

Edward Abbey, The Journey Home

4

In 1971 the Department of  I n t e r i o r ' s  Division of Wild l i fe  

Services--devoted to  w i ld l i f e  enhancement, p e s t i c id e  su rve i l lance  and 

monitoring, and predator  co n t ro l - - sp en t  $8.1 mil l ion  on predator  c o n t ro l ,  

$8.1 mil l ion  fo r  75,661 coyotes ,  6,608 bobcats ,  234 bears ,  80 mountain 

l ions  and 15 addi t ional  species  including gray wolves and weasels.

5

Advertisement in New Yorker y October,  1978, showing a hard-jawed 

stud of  a man in a fu r  j a c k e t ,  a nubile  nymph hanging on his  arm:
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"Yipee-ay-o coyote. $450. Hip length jack e t  of  natural  coyote s ides .  

Wool knit  tr im. Also ava i lab le  in natural  raccoon s ides .  Same p r ice .  

S-M-L-XL s ize s .  (Most l i k e ly  she wears a small.  Why not a p a i r . )

Neiman Marcus Furs,  New York."

In 1860, when beaver population dec l ined .  North American fu r  

t rad e rs  turned t h e i r  a t t e n t io n  to o ther  mammals whose populations had 

not ye t  suffered from years  o f  In tensive  t rapping.  From 1860 u n t i l  1885, 

one of  the  most extensive  coyote and wolf trapping campaigns in h is to ry  

took animals from Canada to Texas; thousands of  animals were trapped and 

skinned, t h e i r  p e l t s  shipped to  the e a s t  and Europe.

Coyote and wolf furs  were pr imar i ly  used fo r  trimming coat 

c o l l a r s  and sleeves. Full coyote coats  were popular when marketed as 

"coon-skin" coats in the 1920's. However, most coyote fur  was dyed black 

and sold as imita t ion  black fox; wearing a fu r  t h a t  was recognizably 

canide was not p a r t i c u la r l y  fashionable  a t  the time. By World War II 

the annual raw fu r  value of  coyote p e l t s  was $1 mil l ion .

Today coyote p e l t s  s e l l  fo r  an average of $60 to $70, with high- 

q u a l i ty  p e l t s  s e l l in g  fo r  $120 to  $200. In vogue i s  the "natura l 

Montana" or  "Montana type" coyote p e l t  o r  " s i lk "  which is  usually  shipped 

to European markets where the demand fo r  fu r  remains high and s tab le .

An increase  in the issue of  ae r ia l  hunting permits in many Western s t a t e s  

has been re la te d  to an increase  i r  fu r  p r ices  in the l a s t  decade. While 

most s t a t e s  p roh ib i t  the ae r ia l  sport  shooting of coyotes,  permits may 

be given to  p r iva te  individuals  who, under s t a t e  l i c en se ,  nay k i l l
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predators  in order to  p ro tec t  t h e i r  l ives tock .  I t  i s  believed th a t  many 

ranchers  a re  becoming fu r  seekers ,  using l ives tock  p ro tec t ion  as a legal 

cover for  t h e i r  t r u e  a c t i v i t y :  the k i l l i n g  of  non-menace coyotes fo r

fu r .  In 1977 approximately 50,000 coyotes were taken fo r  fu r  in Montana 

alone. The actual f igu re  may be considerably h igher ,  as many a e r ia l  

gunners do not repor t  t h e i r  t ru e  takes  in order to  avoid paying taxes  

on them.

"F ina l ly .  Equal Rights fo r  men. A coat  to  howl in! This 

bleached American coyote i s  j u s t  one of  the fu r s  a v a i lab le  in a broad 

range of  p r ices  . . .

Full page ad in York Times I4agazine^
November 26, 1978

One Western fu r  dea le r  will pay $65 to $70 fo r  well-groomed and 

properly tanned coyote p e l t s .  However, he warns t h a t  poorly-handled 

p e l t s - - su ch  as ones with b u l le t  holes in them--are worthless .

Very cur ious ,  t h i s  image in my mind of  a tough, lea the r - faced  

fur  cowboy s ta lk ing  the open range fo r  the  wild coyote, b la s t ing  i t  with

b u l le t s  and s e l l in g  i t s  skin to  the c i t y  men of  fashion.

In p re -po lyes te r  dark ages, she cont inues ,  animals were necessary 

sources of c lo th ing .  Often the person who wore a p a r t i c u l a r  animal 's  

skin took on the special powers of  th a t  animal,  powers such as courage, 

cunning or swiftness  in hunting. The modern fu r  wearer a lso  takes on

special powers--but not those of  animal nature.  Instead the animal-- in
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coat form--is  a symbol of  fashion and socio-economic s t a t u s ;  seeing the 

animal in t h i s  way, the wearer places values on the animal which are  

e n t i r e ly  human.

Civi l ized  people wearing fu r  coats  do not r e l a t e  the  sequence of 

hunt, chase, death, blood and guts to  the  warmth and elegance th a t  

wearing fu r  gives them. To them fu r  i s  weal th- -not  the  hide which once 

enclosed a being with a hea r tbea t ,  a being whose death is  necessary fo r  

an i l l u s io n  of  p leasure .  As fo r  myself,  I p re fe r  the  beauty and elegance 

of  an animal whose f le sh  is  i n t a c t ,  animated and in motion beneath t h a t  

fu r .  The separat ion of  fu r  and f le sh  i s  a cessa t ion  o f  motion.

6

In Which Machismo i s  Found to  Be an A rrested  Form o f  Maturation

For a time, "coursing" o r  hunting coyotes with hounds was a popu

l a r  sport .  In the 1950's, a typ ica l  case of  the success of  t h i s  spor t  i s  

seen in the accomplishments o f  a Great F a l l s ,  Montana, hunter who, with 

11 hounds and a spec ia l ly-equipped automobile,  k i l l e d  162 coyotes in 60 

days. The sport  is  not as popular as i t  once was because of  barbed wire 

fences and se t t lement  of the country.

"Wolf hunts" in Oklahoma were popular in the ear ly  20th century ,  

as the day of  the hunt provided an occasion fo r  a p icnic  and a gathering 

of fam il ie s .  As the women and chi ldren  watched, the men roped, shot or  

dragged coyotes to death on the end of  the rope. "Such hunts ,"  reported 

one witness ,  "afford  an agreeable  break in the monotony of f r o n t i e r  l i f e . "

Elk City ,  Oklahoma, 1945: "Watched by a crowd of 1,000 curious

onlookers,  B r i t i sh  Ambassador Lord Halifax today rode the hounds in a
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coyote hunt staged for  his  ben e f i t .  The English diplomat,  a devotee of  

the chase In his own country, termed the American show ' a l l  very j o l l y . '  

Because the aim was to k i l l  predatory  animals,  he said  he considered the 

sport  'an appropria te  pastime In war time. '  Ten a i rp lanes  equipped with 

two-way radios raced above the hunting f i e ld  throughout the chase to  

give the  hunters and d i l e t t a n t e s  ' s p o t t e r '  Information about the quarry ."

In the ea r ly  1970's In the Dodge City area of  Kansas, coyote 

hunts on motorcycles became extremely popular. A l i n e  of  motorcycles 

forms on a r idge ,  and as a coyote Is flushed out by other  hun te rs ,  the 

motorcycles rush forward In formation, chasing the animal u n t i l  I t  Is 

exhausted. I t  Is then shot with a handgun. After  a round of  beer and 

congra tu la t ions ,  the motorcycle l in e  re-forms and the sport  continues.

There i s  nothing sportsm anlike or manly or v i r i l e  about a f u l l -  

grown man stumbling around the bushes, blowing the guts out o f  l i t t l e  

bunny ra b b its  and coyo tes, she sa id . I f  he wants to  prove h is sp o r ts 

manship, v i r i l i t y  or manliness, l e t  him go a f te r  the l i t t l e  bunny ra b b its  

and coyotes with h is own bare hands.

On January 1, 1974, a coyote hunt was held In Wheaton, Kansas. 

Proceeds from the hunt went to the Heart Fund.

"Hard on the heels  of  the  dashing animal rode the exc i ted  

ranchers ,  reve l l ing  In the fu l l  p leasure  and t h r i l l  of  the chase."

"With his  brush whipped s t r a i g h t  back In the breeze, his ears  

f l a t  aga ins t  his hard sk u l l ,  his  tough toes pushing the ground behind 

him as he raced from the gaping jaws of the lean hounds hot on his  t r a i l ,  

the coyote offered his pursuers a sport ing race seldom equal led In the 

annals of  hunting."
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The v i te  blocked a road leading tc  a gas w ell in  S u b le tte  County y 

Wyoming. There, in  a mass thuit f i l l e d  the vlaiyis a ir  with a sm ell o f  

ro ttin g  f l e s h y  the skinned carcasses were a l l  that remained o f  78 coyotes  

and 4 bobcats. A eria l gunners had l e f t  them there a f te r  removing th e ir  

fu rs and p ilin g  them b o d ile ss  in to  th e ir  veh ic les . Completely skinned  

o f  th e ir  coats except fo r  a so ck -lik e  covering o f  h a ir on the lower legs y 

legs which protruded here and there from the heap y th in  y s t i f f  y pads y 

claws and paws p o in tin g  upward to  the sky y th e ir  exposed f le sh  d ried  and 

cracked in  the hot sun, th e  eyeeockets round and eye le ss  deep y the l ip -  

le ss  jaws and tee th  in a grimace o f  death. The gas company employees 

who found them had to  c le a r  the carcasses from the road so th a t they 

could c e t  to  work.
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IV

CREATING

The F ir s t  E clipse (Navajo)

In the  second of  fu r  worlds upward. F i r s t  Man placed a white 

shell  in the  East ,  a piece of turquoise  in the South, abalone in the 

West, and j e t  in the  North. Rays from the  white she l l  and abalone would 

r i s e  and cause d ay l igh t ;  when the rays met, i t  was midday. Then they

57
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would slowly recede and rays fron the turquoise  and j e t  would r i s e  and 

cause the  darkness of  night.  Coyote sneaked over to  the East and West 

and t i e d  down the l i g h t  rays,  leaving the world in darkness.  Coyote 

kept the rays t i e d  u n t i l  F i r s t  Man and F i r s t  Woman made a proper s a c r i 

f i c e  to  him.

1

A Weaving o f  Voicee w ith  Death Cities While Den Hunters Bum Coyote Pups 
A live

While not s t r i c t l y  monogamous during the  breeding season, male 

and female coyotes usually  hunt, mate, r a i s e  l i t t e r s  and remain toge ther  

un t i l  one of  them d ies .  In co n t ra s t  to wolves whose cooperat ive behavior 

is  of  g rea t  importance in hunting large game animals,  pack a f f i l i a t i o n  

has l i t t l e  survival value among coyotes who feed pr imari ly  on rodents  

and ca r r ion .  Thus, while coyotes do ex h ib i t  a l leg ian ce  to a few pack 

members, p a i r  bonding i s  the primary social  u n i t .

The coyote shows marked mate preferences  which can be influenced 

by bonds of  social behavior between male and female long before they are  

ready to mate; these bonds in ten s i fy  a t  the  onset  of  the f i r s t  breeding 

season which does not occur un t i l  both sexes a re  two years old. At t h a t  

t ime, and during subsequent annual breeding seasons, t e r r i t o r i a l  defense 

and aggression increase  as the pa i r  e x h ib i t s  a g r e a te r  in to le rance  fo r  

the in t rus ion  of  o ther  coyotes.

Coyotes breed in midwinter when the  female en ters  the oes trus  

cycle- -a  period of  p repara t ion ,  or p ro -o es t ru s ,  during which the gener

a t iv e  organs are increasingly  a c t iv e ,  and o e s t ru s ,  the four to f iv e  day
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period of  sexual heat during which the  female is  w i l l ing  and able to 

mate. Coition i s  f r u i t f u l  only during oes trus .

The ges ta t ion  period fo r  coyotes i s  60 to 63 days. During the 

l a s t  few weeks of  pregnancy, the  female prepares  a den by digging and 

c lea r ing  a secluded hole in the ground, among rocks,  in an excavated 

cave o r  wherever e l s e  there  i s  s u i t a b le  cover. Often instead of  digging 

e n t i r e l y  new dens, the  coyote wil l  enlarge a hole abandoned by small 

rodents and burrowing animals.  She may prepare several dens within c lose  

proximity of  one another;  when i t  i s  t ime f o r  the  young to  be bom, she 

s e le c te s  one den and bears her pups in i t .  There seems to be no p a r t i 

cu la r  r a t io n a le  fo r  the se lec t ion  of  den s i t e s ,  although dens are  usu

a l l y  within easy reach of  water,  as the  female 's  range is  more r e s t r i c t e d  

while she rears  her young. I f  undisturbed,  the  same den wil l  be used 

year  a f t e r  year ;  i f  one of  the  p a i r  d i e s ,  the surviving coyote wil l  bring 

his or  her new mate to  the  same denning area .

(Den hunting or  "denning ou t :"  A method of  predator  control  in

which coyote young are destroyed before leaving the den. According to

the  Wild l i fe  Management I n s t i t u t e ,  " the most e s se n t ia l  q u a l i f i c a t i o n  of 

a den hunter  i s  keen observation and f a m i l i a r i t y  with the hab i ts  of

coyotes.  He can probably become more s k i l l e d  in den hunting than in any

o ther  phase of coyote control . . . . " )

During p a r t r i t i o n ,  or d e l iv e ry ,  the  female coyote remains in her 

den. At the onset of labor ,  she wil l  pant ,  turn and dig a t  the ground 

u n t i l  u te r in e  contrac t ions  move the f i r s t  pup from the womb to  the vagi

nal canal and f i n a l l y  out through the vulva. Each pup i s  enclosed in a 

c l e a r  f e t a l  membrance ca l led  the amniotic sac; as the l a s t  con trac t ions
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push the pup out of  the b i r th  canal ,  the coyote tu rns  and nips  the  sac, 

pul l ing i t  away from the oup's face immediately. The pup begins to move, 

i t s  small f ee t  pawing a t  the sac to  a s s i s t  i t s  e x i t  in to the  a i r .  She 

cleans i t s  face and n o s t r i l s  f i r s t ,  then l i c k s  i t s  be l ly  and ches t  some

what roughly to  s timula te  i t s  f i r s t  breaths  in a non-liquid environment. 

She then severs the umbilical cord and e a t s  the  a f t e r b i r t h  which follows 

each pup. After  a l l  the  pups a re  bom and suckling a t  her t e a t s ,  she 

r e s t s .  Her mate wil l  usually  bring food to her a t  t h i s  t ime.

(" . . .  To be success fu l ,  den hunters must have the  fundamental 

v i r tu e s  of r e l i a b i l i t y  and energy. With t h i s  i s  needed a p leasing 

p e rsona l i ty  . . . . " )

On the  average, coyotes will  bear four  to f i v e  young. The s ize  

of l i t t e r s  f lu c tu a te s  with environmental and external  f a c to r s ;  when food 

is  sca rce ,  l i t t e r s  wil l  be smal ler ,  while during per iods o f  in tens ive  

pressure  from predator  co n t ro l ,  l i t t e r s  wi ll  be la rg e r .  At t imes two 

females will  share a den and r a i s e  t h e i r  l i t t e r s  together .  This not only 

serves as a convenient arrangement, the  grouping of  l i t t e r s  appears to 

occur p a r t i c u l a r l y  when predator  control pressures  a re  g re a t ;  thus i f  

one female d ies  before her young are  weaned, another  female can care  fo r  

them. I f  a female d ies  a f t e r  her pups a re  weaned, her mate cares  fo r  

the young.

(" . . . Successful den hunters in the Federal s e rv ice  a re  v i r i l e ,  

hardworking men, some possessing the  best c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of  the ea r ly  

pioneer  hunters and t rappers .  They a re  ca l led  upon con t inua l ly  to  exer

c i se  a l l  t h e i r  resourcefulness  and hardihood in the g rea t  expanses of  

wild Western country in which they operate  . . . . " )
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Until the pups are  two to th ree  days o ld ,  the  female coyote 

s tays in the den, eating food her mate brings to her.  After  the pups 

pass t h i s  c r i t i c a l  age, she wil l  continue to hunt with her mate during 

l a t e  evening and morning hours but will  remain c lose  to  the den most of 

the day and night .  While she feeds her young, her mate s t a t i o n s  himself 

nearby, changing pos i t ions  according to  the d i r e c t io n  of the wind. In 

some cases the p a i r  wi ll  move the  e n t i r e  l i t t e r  to  another  den i f  danger 

i s  sensed.

(" . . . One of  the  best  methods of  keeping down the  increase  of  

coyotes i s  to  destroy the  newly-bom whelps before they leave the  den.

Den hunting should be both systematic and thorough . . . . “ )

Coyote pups are  bom blind and he lp less .  Their  woolly coats  a re  

dark gray on t h e i r  backs and upper p a r t s ,  with pale fu r  on the b e l ly ,  

chest  and head. This co lo ra t ion  changes rap id ly ;  by the time the pups 

have t h e i r  eyes open a t  9 to 14 days, t h e i r  coats  a re  cinnamon brown in 

color.  For the f i r s t  few weeks of  l i f e ,  the  pups do l i t t l e  but ea t  and 

sleep u n t i l  they discover t h a t  by put t ing  t h e i r  awkward legs beneath 

them, they can walk about between f a l l s  on t h e i r  b e l l i e s  and backs.

During t h i s  t ime--as  i f  sensing the  n ecess i ty —the pups are very qu ie t .

(" . . . Much work can be avoided by running a shovel handle or 

long s t i c k  as f a r  as possib le  in to  the  hole to a sce r ta in  i t s  d i re c t io n  

and then digging a p i t  down in to  the den instead of  following the burrow. 

Where digging is  extremely d i f f i c u l t ,  the  animals can be destroyed by 

the use of  calcium cyanide gas. I f  the  pups can be seen back in the  den 

but cannot be reached by digging,  a forked s t i c k  or  a wire so twisted 

with a r o s e t t e  of sharpened wire threads 1/2 inch long a t  one end as to
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be forced and twisted in to  t h e i r  fu r  has been employed to save labor ;  

but i f  the den or burrow branches and tu rn s ,  such an instrument i s  never 

wholly s a t i s f a c to r y ,  as some of  the whelps a re  l i k e ly  to be missed. This 

method, however, saves the  t rapper  the  t roub le  o f  having to  dig . . . . " )

The pups suckle milk fo r  th ree  to  e igh t  weeks, with meat added to  

t h e i r  d i e t  a t  about f iv e  weeks. Their f i r s t  meat i s  usual ly  predigested 

and regurg i ta ted  by e i t h e r  parent .  As t h e i r  t e e th  develop, t h e i r  meat 

is  brought to them uneaten; the  parent  animals ea t  a l l  they can hold 

from t h e i r  k i l l s  and then car ry  la rge  pieces back to  the den in t h e i r  

mouths. Once the pups are  weaned, they requ ire  a la rge  quan t i ty  of  food.

(" . . . Smoking the young out o f  the den i s  not s a t i s f a c t o r y  as 

a r u l e ,  but is  sometimes successful .  Throwing a handful of  calcium 

cyanide into a den and stopping the hole with d i r t  i s  an e f f e c t iv e  

method of fumigation . . . . " )

The pups may emerge from the den fo r  b r i e f  ventures as ea r ly  as 

th ree  weeks a f t e r  they a re  bom. I f  weather permits ,  the female may 

take them to an area a short  d is tance  from the den. After  the pups have 

sunned awhile,  they are  returned to the den.

(" . . . Pups are  wobbly on t h e i r  legs when only two to  three  

weeks old so i f  a p i t  18 inches deep is  dug ou ts ide  the mouth of  the 

dean, they will  f a l l  into i t  when they attempt to crawl out of  the den 

and can e a s i ly  be captured . . . . " )

As the pups grow stronger  and more a c t iv e ,  they widen t h e i r  

t r a v e l s  from the den. Stalking insec ts  and leaping on them seems to be 

a means of  p rac t ic ing  the  hunting techniques and in s t i n c t s  which must 

become more ref ined and accurate  when the pups begin to hunt mice.
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The ro le  o f  the male parent--who up u n ti l  t h i s  time p a r t ic ip a te s  in pup- 

rearing  as a fo o d -g e tte r  and sen try —becomes more important as he begins

to  teach the pups to  capture  small prey; the  pups a re  taught by example--

they watch as t h e i r  parents  s ta lk ,  f reeze  and pounce on rodents. As 

t h e i r  education con tinues , they spend more time o u ts id e  the  den, hunting, 

playing or hiding in response to  real o r  Imagined danger s ig n a ls .  In 

the  ea r ly  summer, th e  coyote family leaves t h e i r  den and w ill  hunt 

toge ther  u n ti l  f a l l  comes and the family g radua lly  breaks up.

(" . . . A  12-guage pump shotgun loaded with BB shot is  good fo r

hunting pups th a t  have l e f t  the dens but a re  s t i l l  to g e th e r .  They may

be found lying under the  sagebrush o r  among the  rocks and a re  more e a s i ly  

h i t  with a shotgun than a r i f l e  when they s t a r t  to  s c a t te r  . . . . " )

From the Congressional testimony of George Bent, c i te d  in 

Dee Brown, Bury %  Heart a t  bounded Knee'.

November 28, 1864--Sand Creek, Colorado

"I saw the American f lag  waving and heard Black K ettle  t e l l  the 

Indians to  stand around the  f lag  and there  they were huddled--men, women 

and ch ild ren . I a lso  saw a white f lag  ra ise d .  These f la g s  were in so 

conspicuous a pos it io n  th a t  they must have been seen . . . .  A fter  the 

f i r i n g ,  the w arriors  put the  squaws and ch ild ren  to g e th e r ,  and surrounded 

them to p ro tec t them. I saw f iv e  squaws under a bank for s h e l te r .  When 

the troop came up to  them they ran out and showed t h e i r  persons to  l e t  

the so ld ie rs  know they were squaws and begged fo r  mercy, but the  s o ld ie r s  

shot them a l l .  I saw one squaw lying on the  bank whose leg had been
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broken by a s h e l l ;  a s o ld ie r  came up to  her with a drawn saber; she 

ra ised  her arm to p ro te c t  h e r se l f ,  when he s tru ck ,  breaking her arm; she 

ro lle d  over and ra ised  her o ther arm, when he s tru c k ,  breaking i t ,  and 

then l e f t  her without k i l l in g  her . . . they sent out a l i t t l e  g i r l  

about 6 years old with a white f lag  on a s t i c k ;  she had not proceeded 

but a few s teps when she was shot and k i l le d  . . . th e  squaws o ffe red  no 

re s is ta n c e .  Everyone I saw dead was scalped. I saw one squaw cu t open 

with an unborn c h i ld ,  as I thought, lying by her s ide .  Captain Soule 

afterw ards to ld  me i t  was a f a c t  . . . .  I saw a l i t t l e  g i r l  about 5 

years of  age who had been hid in the  sand; two so ld ie rs  discovered her , 

drew t h e i r  p i s to l s  and shot her, and then pulled  her out of the sand by 

the a m . I saw q u ite  a number of in fa n ts  in a m s  k i l le d  with t h e i r  

m others."

Nothing liv e s  long

Only the earth and mountains.



SINGING

"Hear a t e l l i n g  of the  song th e  Coyote gave to  Cinoave and took 

away again , in the day when every man had his  own song, and no one might 

sing a man's own song without h is  permission. Thus i t  was among our 

f a th e r s '  f a th e rs .  When his  son was bom , when he had k i l le d  h is  enemy 

or f i r s t  made a woman to  know him as a man, out of h is  g rea t  moment he 

made a song and sang i t  on his  own occasions. Sometimes i t  was a song 

fo r  the people, which he l e f t  as a legacy when he died. There were a lso  

songs to  be sung while he was dying, by himself i f  he were a b le ,  or  the 

f r ien d s  who stood around him; or i t  might be the song was so s e c re t  th a t  

i t  passed only between the s inger and his  God.

"But Cinoave had no song. When the  t r i b e  came toge ther  fo r  the  

dance o f  the Marriageable Maidens, or fo r  the  f e a s t  of the  PiMon Harvest, 

Cinoave would busy himself gathering brushwood fo r  the  f i r e .  Or he would 

s i t  ap a r t  from the o thers  pretending to  mend a pipe or sharpen an arrow, 

hoping not to  hear the tribesmen whisper to  one another, 'There i s  

Cinoave, the  man without a song.'

"This to  Cinoave was sadness. For without a proper song, how 

can a man win favor of  the  gods or women? Thus say the f a th e r s .  Then, 

one day when he was digging tu le  roo ts  by the  r iv e r ,  the Coyote came by 

and sa id ,  'What w ill you take fo r  your sweet ro o ts ,  Cinoave?'

"Said Cinoave, ' I will take a song.' For is  not the  Coyote the 

f a th e r  o f  song-making?

65
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"'What kind of song?' asked Coyote, fo r  though he meant to  s t r ik e  

a bargain , he wished to  hold out as long as possib le .

"Cinoave considered w ithin . 'A song th a t  w il l  warm the  h ea r ts  

of the t r i b e  and s t i r  t h e i r  thoughts w ithin  them ,' said Cinoave.

"This was a good asking. When the  heart  i s  warm and the  thoughts 

deeply s t i r r e d ,  one ascends vrfthout d i f f i c u l t y  to  the  F r ien d s -o f- th e -  

Soul-of-Man and a l l  th in g s  accord with our in t e r e s t s .  ' I wish a song so 

p le a s in g , '  sa id  Cinoave, ' t h a t  a l l  men hearing i t  w ill  say, "Surely t h i s  

i s  a Coyote Song." This was sa id  in f l a t t e r y ,  fo r  he knew, having 

thrown him a tu le  roo t to  t a s t e ,  t h a t  Coyote would not go away without 

h is  b e l ly  f u l l .  Also he wished to  make sure th a t  i t  would not prove a 

Coyote giving. That i s  a saying to  our f a th e rs  fo r  a g i f t  th a t  i s  taken 

back again when the  g iver is  so minded.

"Cinoave threw him a f a t ,  sweet root and when i t  was ea ten , he 

s a id ,  ' Swear to  me i t  w ill  not be a Coyote g iv in g . '

"Coyote swore by the  p e l t  of h is  mother, 'So long as the  song is  

used fo r  what i t  i s  g iven, to  warm the  hear ts  o f  the  t r i b e  and s t i r  up 

t h e i r  thoughts within them, i t  w ill not be taken away.'

"The Cinoave threw him the  bag o f  roo ts  and they were well 

pleased with the bargain.

"That year a t  the  f e a s t  of the  Pihon Harvest when the  t r i b e s  

came to g e th e r ,  Cinoave sang his song and the people were as ton ished , 

saying, 'Su re ly  t h i s  is  a Coyote song?' In every camp th e re  was t a lk  of 

i t ,  and the  pride  of Cinoave swelled l ik e  a young gourd in the  ra in .  

Everywhere he went singing i t ,  t h e i r  hear ts  were warmed and t h e i r  

thoughts s t i r r e d  up within them. So i t  went u n ti l  the  f e a s t  of the
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Grass-on-the-Mountain. Then the t r ib e s  and the su b -tr ib e s  came toge ther  

a t  the place ca lled  Corn Water and th e re  was no one who could sing equal 

to  Cinoave. They had him sing h is  Coyote Song over and over, and as he 

l is te n e d  to  the  t a lk  and the  hand-claoping he changed the words of the 

song so th a t  those who heard i t  should say, 'This  is  the  Song of Cinoave.'

" I t  was now some months s ince  he had bought the  song of Coyote, 

and the  song and p ra ise  o f  i t  had entered  in to  h is  bones. He thought of 

nothing but being p ra ised  and remembered fo r  the  power of h is  singing.

So he sang i t  u n t i l  he and the  people were a l l  wearied, and f e l l  in to  the 

deep s leep  of exhaustion. But because he had fo rg o tten  th a t  th e  song 

could only be sung f o r  the  purpose fo r  which i t  was given. Coyote came 

in the  night and s to le  th e  song away. When the  people awoke, i t  was 

discovered th a t  not one o f  them could remember a word of i t .

"Thus i t  has become a custom among the  P a iu te s ,  when i t  is  

remarked th a t  a man warms the  hear ts  of the  t r i b e  by h is  singing and 

s t i r s  up t h e i r  thoughts w ith in  them, we do not p ra is e  him much. For who 

knows but i t  may tu rn  out to  be a Coyote Song? And when a song is  used 

fo r  o ther  than the purpose of the  g iv ing , may not the  g iver o f  i t  take 

i t  away?"

Mary A ustin , One Smoke StoT*ies
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The r e s i l i e n c e  and re s is ta n c e  of th e  coyote in the face  of a 

century of s t r e s s  from humans is  astounding. Predator control campaigns 

have been d ire c ted  with a fo rce  and in te n s i ty  aimed a t  wiping the  coyote 

out of ex is ten ce , a t  exterm inating the  coyote species  e n t i r e ly .  These 

e f f o r t s  have f a i le d .

Campaigns a g a in s t  o th e r  p redator species  have been more success

f u l ,  p a r t ic u la r ly  when contro l programs a re  coupled with h a b i ta t  lo ss  

incurred by the  advance of c iv i l i z a t io n  and the human a l t e r a t io n  of 

natural ecosystems. The wolf, le s s  ab le  to  expand i t s  range o r  adapt to 

new and d i f f e r e n t  h a b i ta t s ,  has not demonstrated the r e s i l i e n c e  of the 

coyote, a s i tu a t io n  which has re su lte d  in a d r a s t i c  reduction  o f  wolf 

populations in North America. The organ iza tion  of wolves in to  d i s t i n c t  

socia l groups or packs is  a survival f a c to r  b en e f ic ia l  in hunting but 

one which has l i t t l e  value when food supplies  a re  reduced o r  pressures  

a re  extreme. As la rg e r  anim als, wolves must band toge ther  to  k i l l  

animals s u f f ic ie n t ly  la rge  to  provide them with adequate nourishment.

A wolf may weigh f iv e  times as much as a coyote and i s  thus unable to  

su b s is t  e n t i r e ly  on a d ie t  of small roden ts . The coyote long ago aban

doned a c lo se -k n i t  pack o rgan ization  in o rder  to  adapt to  changing 

environmental conditions. While pack a f f i l i a t i o n  e x is t s  among coyotes, 

the  p a i r  bond and family t i e s  during pup-rearing a re  the  primary u n i ts  

of socia l o rgan iza tion ; scavenging and the hunting of small prey e l im i

nated the  n ecess ity  of group hunting, and the  coyote survives more 

re ad ily  as a lone hunter.
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Amputating i t s  own limbs to  f re e  i t s e l f  from t r a p s ,  avoiding 

carrion  a l to g e th e r  when fellow coyotes have succumbed to  poisoned b a i t ,  

hiding i t s  dens in undiscoverable p laces when den hunters p e n e tra te  i t s  

t e r r i t o r y ,  th e  coyote responds to  man's more vigorous coyote-exterm inating 

programs and ingenious technological devices by using i t s  w its  and w ill 

to  survive. That th e  coyote is  c l a s s i f i e d  as one o f  the most i n t e l l i g e n t  

species on the  North American con tinen t i s  testimony to  i t s  in c re d ib le  

a b i l i t y  to  cope with the e f f o r t s  leveled  a g a in s t  i t s  ex is tence .

3

Coyote and the Bureaucrat

Coyote was bored. So he put on a fancy s h i r t  and a rak ish  hat 

and walked down to  the  local bar fo r  some soc ia l  in te ra c t io n  and o th e r  

forms of en terta inm ent. He sa t  down a t  a t a b le ,  ordered a drink  and 

watched the crowd.

Next to  Coyote sa t  a man in a red-and-white checked l e i s u r e  s u i t .  

Turning to  Coyote, t h i s  man began to  converse in a f r ie n d ly  but obviously 

f ru s t r a te d  manner.

"My f r ie n d ,"  he began, " in  our underlying and in teg ra ted  corpo

r a te  in f r a s t ru c tu r e ,  the  e s se n t ia l  maximization o f  p o s i t iv e  local input 

is  in d i r e c t ly  tantamount to  the  nondefensive feedback loop on the  

ro ta t in g  in te r fa c e  o f  governance issues  accompanying the c o n f l ic t  u t i l i 

zation of ro ta t in g  f a c i l i t a t o r s h i p . "

Coyote was puzzled but gave an a t t e n t iv e  ear as the  man continued: 

"What we a l l  need is  an implementation of a te r r a te c to n ic  imper

a t iv e  which takes a f a i th  stance on the  demands of wildemessisms aggre-
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gated with baseline  data on a so c ie ta l  resource u t i l i z a t i o n  f re e  from 

in terpersonal r e s t r a in t s  of the paradigms of i n t e r f a c i l i t a t e d  and non

in teg ra l  modes of demanding the cogent designs o f  fu n c t io n a l i ty ."

The man's voice was g e t t in g  louder. He was beating the  ta b le  

with clenched f i s t s .  Coyote drew back with brows ra ised  as the  man's 

reddened face edged c lo se r  to  h is .  With a sudden, almost pleading 

s in c e r i ty ,  the man whimpered,

" I t ' s  the ro le  model of behavioral dissem ination and a u x i l ia ry  

augmention of eventuated minimized ap t i tu d e s  th a t  ge ts  us."

He was almost crying. Coyote waited s i l e n t l y  fo r  the  man to 

recover himself.

"I c a n ' t  help i t , "  he f in a l l y  continued. "I'm faced with an 

ongoing and su b tac tica l  supra-manipulation of i n t r i n s i c  manual and 

m u lt id iffu s io n a l  co llusion  of ambiguity. I t ' s  awful."

The man wiped away h is  t e a r s  and brought a shiny brown naugahyde 

b r ie fcase  up to  the  ta b le  with a loud bang. He opened i t ,  saying,

"Here, take a minimal base line  perusal o f  t h i s . "  He handed 

Coyote a sheaf of papers about e ig h t  inches th ick . "This, my f r ie n d ,"  

he said em phatically , " is  the  prelim inary  ORS-EIS on the second d r a f t  of 

the subpreliminary DOCNAT known as P ro jec t  CRAPS—the C ogita tive  Reversal 

Advancement of Po lyester  Sheep."

Coyote was g e t t in g  nervous.

"Now, you are  a coyote," the  man observed. "You should be funda

mentally conscious of the in teg ra l  computational base assessment of one 

e s se n t ia l  ovine a s so c ia te ,  commonly known as the sheep. In our m u lt i 

f a c i l i t a t e d ,  v e r t ic a l ly  in t ra d iv is io n a l  resource p o te n t ia l ,  we have
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developed the in te rn a l ly  eventuated model of modernity known as U ltra  

Synthetic  Control 4 6 0 0 -X ® --o r ,  the  p o ly es te r  sheep. I t ' s  ab so lu te ly  

amazing. These supranatural and cy n e rg e t ic a l ly  pro-organic heterodoxical 

proto-specimens not only feed ex c lu s iv e ly  on a s t r o t u r f ,  but produce—not 

wool, i t ' s  f a r  to  exhausting on in te rc o rp o ra t io n a l  n o n reso lu t io n -o r ien ta ted  

a s s e ts - -b u t  produce h y p e r - r e s i l i e n t ,  condensation minimizing, con tigu

ously  f ilam ented , sy n th e tic  su p e r- f ib e rs  which, by u n i t  product, not 

only o f fe r  the  average base line  proto-consumer the  superio r  instrumen

t a l  i t y  of in te rco rpo rea l f a c u l t i e s ,  but . . . "  Coyote was g e t t in g  up 

from th e  ta b le  and walking towards the  door, " . . .  a lso  r e s i s t  a supra- 

functiona l predator f a c to r  hidden in th e  pseudo-s tereo typ ica l epidermi- 

co logical d isgu ise  of a coyote . . .  !"

4

Amidst the more bo is te rous  a l le g a t io n s  th a t  th e  coyote is  a 

ru th le s s  and maruading l iv es to ck  k i l l e r ,  come f a in t  voices of resp ec t 

and p ra ise .  Compared with i t s  value in rodent c o n tro l ,  the co s t  of the 

c o y o te 's  l iv es to ck  predation may be s ig n i f i c a n t ly  minimal. Although a 

coyote will occas ionally  take a c a l f ,  cattlemen do not bear as deep a 

hatred fo r  the  coyote as do sheepmen; c a t t l e  ranchers often  favor the  

coyote because of i t s  predation  on rodents and ra b b i ts  which feed on 

g rass  t h a t  c a t t l e  need. One rancher estim ated th a t  a s in g le  coyote 

saved him $88 worth o f  g ra ss - -a  f ig u re  more than double the p r ic e  of 

lamb a t  the time (1973). With c h a r a c te r i s t i c  d isda in  fo r  the  human 

occupation with sheep, one cattleman commented: "We know coyotes k i l l

sheep, but not f a s t  enough."
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As a scavenger» the coyote is  a b en e f ic ia l  p ro te c to r  o f  water

sheds. I t  w ill r e t r i e v e  carcasses  fo r  food th a t  would otherwise decay 

and contaminate domestic water supplies  or  lu re  in sec ts  which carry  

decay organisms to  man's food. The coyote is  a lso  a seed c a r r i e r ;  seeds 

c ling  to  the  co y o te 's  fu r  and w ill be ca r r ie d  u n t i l  they a re  shaken or 

scratched o f f  in to  the  ground to  germinate. In t h i s  way, p lan ts  use 

mamnals to  revege ta te  new areas .

In rodent contro l and watershed p ro te c t io n ,  the  coyote v is ib ly  

b en e f i ts  man. Less v i s ib l e  to  many people—coyote h a te rs  in p a r t i c u la r - -  

i s  the coyo te 's  ro le  in a wider v is ion  of ecological r e la t io n s h ip s .  The 

coyote i s  a p reda to r;  along with hawks, e a g le s ,  owls, weasels, foxes and 

o ther  animals, i t  has a cumulative e f f e c t  on the  suppression of animals 

whose populations might otherwise p r o l i f e r a t e  with d isa s tro u s  conse

quences. Because coyotes in some areas and under c e r ta in  cond itions  

prey on l iv e s to c k ,  the  natu ra l function  and n ecess i ty  of p redators  in 

keeping animal populations w ithin the  l im i ts  of t h e i r  food supplies  is  

e a s i ly  clouded by an a t t i t u d e  o f  d is fav o r .  This a t t i t u d e  may be under

s tandab le , fo r  one k i l l  or an apparent k i l l  makes a s t r ik in g  impression; 

a t te n t io n  is  held by an individual ins tance  r a th e r  than the e f f e c t  of 

predation on an e n t i r e  population. When an observed k i l l  involves a 

domestic animal, a wider perspec tive  o f  natura l balance narrows in to  a 

s in g le  v ision  of a t r o c i ty :  The coyote i s  respons ib le  and must be 

destroyed.

Coyote hatred seems to  be a long-standing Western t r a d i t io n  with 

some earned m erit and a la rg e r  q u an ti ty  of exaggeration and fa l la c y .  

Coyote enemies see the  predator in terms of socia l and economic values;
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these values b lind them to  fa c ts  about coyote behavior: “ I have been

reared to  hate  coyotes a l l  my l i f e  . . . coyotes, as you know are  cowards. 

As soon as they have made a few k i l l s ,  they become fa m il ia r  with sheep

and they s t a r t  k i l l in g  j u s t  fo r  fun."

"Have you ever seen a coyote take one of your sheep?"

"No, but I ' l l  shoot any one of those sneakin ' d i r t y ,  w orthless

fo u r - f lu s h in '  bastards I see near my land ."

While trap p ers  and den hunters c a re fu l ly  study those coyote 

hab its  important to  predator c o n tro l ,  o th e r  t r a i t s  a re  l e f t  to  myth and 

myopia. For example, when a sheepman f in d s  lambs k i l le d  but not eaten 

by coyotes, he w ill rage ag a in s t  the  wanton wastefulness o f  a k i l l e r  who 

k i l l s  " fo r  p leasure o f  i t . "  Because h is  loss  is  v iv id  and f r u s t r a t i n g ,  

he does not accept the f a c t  th a t  coyotes w ill leave t h e i r  prey and seek 

cover i f  the le a s t  sign of danger i s  sensed; where domestic l iv es to ck  

a re  found, so too a re  found many danger s ig n a ls  which impel the  coyote 

to avoid i t s  worst enemy--man--before i t  w ill  consume i t s  prey.

(The Enemy voices p i ty  and shed t e a r s :  "When you f in d  a lamb

p a r t ly  ea ten , another with the  s ide  to m  open and only the stomach gone 

[ th a t  i s  a special t i d b i t  fo r  the  rea l  k i l l e r s —the warm milk vdiich the 

lamb suckled from his  mother] and then maybe f iv e  or six  more, b i t te n  

through the  head and not k i l l e d ,  maybe j u s t  ab le  to  give a mournful 

l i t t l e  b le a t ,  you r a th e r  lose  contro l and express yaurself much more 

fo rc e fu l ly  than p o l i te ly .

"As we have a l l  learned , the  coyote i s  not always s a t i s f i e d  in 

k i l l in g  one lamb and eating  i t s  f i l l ,  but will o ften  k i l l  a dozen o r  

more fo r  mere pastime. I dread to  r e c a l l  the p ic tu re  th a t  many of us
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have gazed upon--a strayed bunch with t h e i r  th ro a ts  slashed or t h e i r  

e n t r a i l s  dragging on the ground. Many o f  us range men have come to the 

conclusion th a t  the  coyote is  ra ted  with the  almost exterminated gray 

wolf as a ferocious k i l l e r . " )

At the  same time a person w ill fee l twinges of emotion a t  the 

s ig h t  o f  s la in  lambs, he w ill be ab le  to  des troy  coyote pups--often  not 

very humanely--without f e e l in g ,  as th e re  is  a to ta l  separation  o f  compas

sion fo r  the  young of one animal (lambs) from another (coyote pups).

"Nits make l ice"  seem apt words to  describe  an in s e n s i t i v i t y  to  beings 

whose ex is tence  is  considered o ffen s iv e ,  although the  words were o r ig i 

n a l ly  intended to  j u s t i f y  the  s laugh te r  of  Indian women and ch i ld re n ,  

not coyotes.

The coyote has an ex trao rd inary  influence on the human imagi

n a tion , and th e re  i s  no g re a te r  c a ta ly s t  of fe e l in g s  than th e  s ta re  o f  a 

coyote. I f  eye con tac t is  the f i r s t  moment o f  encounter, i t  i s  an over

powering one; humans engaged in the  s ta r e  of a coyote may f in d  the  expe

r ience  unnerving, one th a t  in c i te s  a mixture o f  f e a r ,  r e sp e c t ,  hatred or 

c u r io s i ty .  While the  s ta re  may s e n s i t i z e  dark , s i l e n t  chords o f  under

standing and a f f i n i t y  between man and b eas t ,  we usua lly  read the  message 

in c o r re c t ly  and bear our own gaze w ithin  a medium of human reason encour

aged by cen tu r ie s  of misconception and a l ie n a t io n  from animal nature .

Animals have much to  t e l l  each o ther  through visual communication, 

and eye con tact is  highly s ig n i f ic a n t .  An in tense  s ta re  i s  f requen tly  

used by coyotes and o ther  canids to  communicate c e r ta in  messages; what 

t ra n sp ire s  in the gaze is  an exchange of information. For example.
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subordinate animals w ill avoid eye con tac t with a dominant; the  looking 

away is  an acknowledgement of t h a t  dominance and may be accompanied by 

o th e r  ges tu res  o f  submissive behavior. I t  i s  a lso  believed th a t  a canid 

w ill  engage i t s  prey in an in tense  s ta r e  a t  the  moment of encounter.

What t r a n sp i re s  between prey and p redator a t  t h i s  moment i s  known only 

to  them—i t s  meaning is  beyond human specu la tion . One w r i te r  has ca l le d  

i t  a "conversation o f  death ."

Some say t h a t  the  coyote or wolf takes  your own s ta r e  and tu rns  

i t  back on you. What the eyes o f  the  beast r e f l e c t  i s  insupportab le  to  

" c iv i l iz e d "  man. Years o f  attem pts to  annihilate the coyote r e f l e c t  the  

reading of th a t  gaze: the  coyote is  made a scapegoat fo r  man's own

b e s t i a l i t y .

5

Navajo ceremonialism accen tuates  man's r e la t io n sh ip  to  the  

animal world. The g re a t  ceremony Coyote Way symbolically  emphasizes the 

coyote. In the  Mountain Way, held w ith in  a dark c i r c l e  o f  boughs, the 

mythical hero embodies th e  bear. All r i t u a l s  in te r lo c k  in Life Way, the 

s in g le  suoreme way of l i f e  i t s e l f  which r i s e s  from unconscious to  con

scious. I f  these  halves of man's being a re  not reconc iled , i l l n e s s  

r e s u l t s  from the  imbalance. Each Navajo ceremony and r i t u a l  i s  conducted 

as a healing or the r e s to ra t io n  of the  psychical harmony between con

scious and unconscious.

The coyote survives more by wits than by brawn, and t a l e s  o f  i t s  

ingenuity and a n t ic s  in na tive  American legends are  understandable .
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considering the nature  o f  the animal i t s e l f .  An In te g ra t io n  o f  humor 

and sacredness permeates the  coyote-Indian r e la t io n s h ip ;  as a c re a to r  or 

as a c lev e r  and fo o lish  t r i c k s t e r  f ig u re ,  the coyote Is  perceived not 

with r id ic u le  o r  a sense o f  human s u p e r io r i ty ,  but with an understanding 

o f  coyote na tu re , human-animal kinship and a common source of being. 

Coyote s to r ie s  a re  not only en te r ta in in g  but a lso  a veh ic le  fo r  an 

endless r e i te r a t io n  of the o r ig in s  of 11 fe--o f  man, animals, p la n ts ,  

ea r th  and a thousand physical f a c to rs  of the  observable universe which 

to g e th e r  form a whole system of re l ig io n  and philosophy. The ro le  of 

the coyote as a fo lk  ch arac te r  and d iv ine  being i s  as d iv e rse  as the 

peoples who have included him In an Inexhaustib le  r e p e r to i r e  of  s to r ie s  

and legends. In nearly  every na tive  American language and d i a l e c t ,  a 

d i f f e r e n t  cycle  of coyote s to r i e s  Is found. In one r e sp e c t ,  they bear 

a remarkable s im i la r i ty :  a perception of the  c o y o te 's  ex trao rd inary

In te ll1 g en ce--a  t r a i t  both resourcefu l and fo o lish .

In some of the  yarns of t ra p p e rs ,  cowboys and stockmen, th e re  

i s  an admiration of the  co y o te 's  c leverness—a c leverness  u su a lly  mani

fes ted  by i t s  a b i l i t y  to  escape the  plans and devices designed to  take 

i t s  l i f e .  Despite the  in ev itab le  ending in these  accoun ts-- the  death or 

near-dea th  of the coyo te -- th e re  is  an underlying awe o f  the f a c t  th a t  

although captured, the coyote has put up a tremendous opposition ; 

although i t  d ie s ,  the  coyote comes back again and again. Man's own 

triumph is  made hollow by the  pervasive ch a rac te r  and r e s i l i e n c e  of the 

coyote.
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Well, one n igh t a coyote got through a hole in the chicken yard. 

In the  morning we went out to  f ind  the  yard covered with f e a th e r s ,  

chickens without heads and heads without chickens. I t  was a b a rb a r i ty .  

And th e re  over in th e  corner of the yard was the  a s sa s s in ,  bloated and 

swelled l ik e  the  heated bladder of a hog. His legs were s t ic k in g  o u t ,  

h is  mouth open and a l l  e l s e  was in the  manner o f  an animal well dead.

I thought, "This coyote has f i l l e d  h is  stomach so f u l l ,  he could not 

pass through the  l i t t l e  hole in the wall and died from a l l  the  chickens 

in h is  system."

I s ta r te d  to  drag the c re a tu re  away. I gave i t  some kicks and 

t ie d  a rope to  h is  hind legs and went dragging i t  over rocks and g u l l i e s  

and through thorny bushes. I stopped, then decided to  take i t  f a r th e r  

s t i l l .  F in a l ly ,  I took the  rope o f f  his  le g s ,  gave him some more kicks 

and headed back to  th e  house.

When I was halfway back, I turned around and I saw the  coyote 

r a i s e  h is  ears  and then h is  head. When he thought a l l  was sa fe ,  he 

leaped up and ran o f f  in to  the brush.

Adapted from J . Frank Dobie, Tongues o f  the Monte

7

The la d ie s  of Guatemala do not h e s i t a te  to carry  the  t e s t i c l e s  

o f the  coyote ag a in s t  the  skin of t h e i r  stomach as a p reven ta tive  ag a in s t  

mother d iseases .



78

8

Old Three Toes Super Coyote o f  Caddo County, Oktahoma

"Old Three Toes and h is  c o - k i l l e r s  were a hard-boiled  l o t ,  

whelped in a region where the  length of a coyo te 's  l i f e  depended on the  

length  of h is  legs and the  same dimension in h is  head. They belonged to  

a superio r  breed, developed by the  very methods th a t  had been designed 

fo r  t h e i r  undoing. Old Three Toes and h is  bunch outw itted  the  packs of 

expensive dogs th a t  k i l le d  o f f  h is  slower and weaker r e l a t iv e s .  Only 

the  f i t t e s t  survived.

We did not weigh him when we brought him in from the  t ra p  but 

waited u n t i l  we took him in to  town to  give the people a chance to  see 

him. There has been a crowd ever s in ce ,  some coming in from as f a r  as 

25 m iles.

"His fe e t  measured 3-3/4 inches long and 2-1/4  inches wide. He 

weighed exac tly  39 pounds, which means he weighed a t  le a s t  45 pounds 

when a l iv e .  One toe  was missing from h is  r ig h t  hind fo o t ."
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One For Coyote (Skagit)

One day when Coyote 

was walking through Snoqualmie Pass, 

he met a young woman.

What do you have in your pack? 

she sa id .

Fish eggs.

Can I have some?

I f  you c lose  your eyes 

and hold up your d ress .

The woman did as she was to ld .

Higher.

Hold your dress over your head.

Then Coyote stepped out of h is  t ro u se rs  

and walked up to  the woman.

Stand s t i l l

So I can reach the place.

I c a n ' t .

T here 's  something crawling between my legs.

Keep your dress up.

I t ' s  a bumble bee. I ' l l  get i t .

The woman dropped her d ress .

You w eren 't  f a s t  enough.

I t  stung me.
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The man-coyote re la t io n sh ip  is  an i n t r i c a t e  fusion of t r a d i t i o n s ,  

va lues , f a c ts  and myths which toge ther  r e f l e c t  a c u l tu ra l  perception  of 

nature . In the  two North American c u l tu re s  which have l ived  with the  

coyote, th e re  a re  c le a r  d iffe ren ces  in the  way man "sees" the  coyote and 

sees him self in the coyote. But these  views are  not nearly  as in tr ig u in g  

as the  nature  of the  coyote i t s e l f .  Or perhaps i t  i s  a l l  one, insepa

rab le  v is ion .

"Life was a g lo rious  th in g ,  fo r  g re a t  con ten t

ment comes with the  fe e l in g  of f r ie n d sh ip  and 

kinship with the  l iv in g  th ings about you. The 

white man seems to  look upon a l l  animal l i f e  

as enemies, while we look upon them as f r ien d s  

and benefactors . They were one with the  g rea t  

mystery. And so were we."

Standing Bear, Sioux
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. . .  he threw back h is head in  ecsta sy  and gave h is  vo ice to  

the wind . . .

I have made the  moon!

I have made the  moon!

Hurling i t  high 

In the  four d ire c t io n s .

To the  ea s t  I threw i t

To run i t s  appointed course.

I have made the  s ta r s !

I have made the  s ta r s !

Above the  earth  I threw them 

All th ings  above I 'v e  made 

And placed them to illum ine.

Pima Song of Coyote, moon and s ta r  c re a to r

. . . Unseen coyotes have been on the ridges high above the

canyon as I  walked or rode my horse along the r iv e r  below y they have

been near my camps a t n ight and once I  f e l t  the s o f t  fu r  o f  a coyote  

brush my cheek when i t  stepped over me as I  lay s t i l l  lik e  a stone.

But when I  hear coyote songs—mountain laughter—I  f e e l  as i f  I  had no 

ex isten ce  other than the minutes o f  l i f e  1 breathe while they are 

singing  . . .
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(liez Per*oê)

" . . .  Coyote said to  Coon When you go crabbing watch o u t ,  

black beings a t  the  r iv e r  shoot people. You can know them they say 

Spitspam Spitspam. Coyote charcoaled him self a l l  up and went to  the  

r iv e r  and shot an arrow in to  Coon. Saying Spitspam Spitspam. Coon came 

home in pain. I to ld  you said  Coyote, l e t  me take  ca re  of you. And 

Coyote b i t  h is  f a t ty  p laces , he b i t  them out. 0 Coon screamed You hurt 

me. No Coyote said I cure you, and Coyote a te  him. Coyote had a l o t  of 

food . . . ."

The coyo te 's  song begins with a long, h igh-pitched howl and ends 

in a s e r ie s  of y ips . To some the sound is  mournful, lonesome. To o thers  

the  sound epitomizes a l l  th a t  remains wild in a world of submission to  

the  reign of man.

I t  is  believed th a t  while the coyote may often  sing fo r  the 

sheer p leasure  of s ing ing , th e re  is  a g rea t  deal of purposeful communi

cation  in i t s  song, as one coyote vocalizes  information to o ther  coyotes. 

Some songs nay bring a group o f  coyotes to g e th e r  or ask fo r  a s s is ta n c e ;  

some a re  warnings or information on feeding o p p o r tu n it ie s ;  o ther  songs 

re in fo rc e  group cohesion and in t e g r i ty  while coyotes are  a t  a g rea t  

d is tan ce  from one another. A coyote singing on a r idge  broadcasts a 

message th a t  will be picked up and relayed so th a t  w ithin a few minutes, 

the  l a t e s t  signal will reach a l l  coyotes within a rad ius  of many m iles. 

Because coyotes often  s c a t te r  f a r  a f ie ld  fo r  hunting fo ra y s , aud ito ry  

conmunication over a wide range of t e r r i t o r y  is  extremely important.

The coyote is  the only animal known to  have the a b i l i t y  to make i t s
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voice m u ltip ly ,  sounding l ik e  several animals in  very d i f f e r e n t  p laces ; 

a s in g le  coyo te 's  song is  sent to  the  a i r ,  o thers  jo in  in a chorus of 

overlapping howls and y ip s ,  and the  echoes of t h e i r  songs through the  

rocks and canyons make a h a lf  a dozen coyotes seem l ik e  a hundred. No 

one knows how they do th is - -m u l t ip ly  t h e i r  voices and put them in d i f f e r 

ent p laces . I t  i s  a mystery.

(Nez Pevcê)

" . . . well Coyote was b lind now. He heard Bird-Boy and c a l le d  

to  him and he put flowers in h is  own eye-sockets . Coyote sa id  Why d o n 't  

you shoot th a t  pheasant over there?  your eyes a re  bad, l e t ' s  t rad e .  And 

each took the  o th e r 's  eyes. The boy ran here and th e re  and he could see 

f a r  but h is  eyes th a t  were flowers w ilted  and dried  and he was b lind



EPILOGUE

Her Blegy (PapagoJ

I ’d run about 

on th e  d ese r t

me a young g i r l  f i e r c e  to  see 

whatever I could. My heart  

was not cool.

When th e re  was no Coyote 

I saw Coyote
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