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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION

Many publishers and others connected with newapsper
work in the weekly field have often felt the need for a
method by which they could compare the news content and
quality of their papers with thet of other papers. A scien~
tifically sound, workable, agd yot simple method of compari-
son should satisfy that need,

I, THE PROBLEM

Statement of the problem. It was the purpose of
this study to prepsre a standsrd for the measurement of
weekly newspapers which would:

{1) Show the nature and extent of the news content
in leading weekly newspapsrs in the United States,

(2) Establish the proportion of total space devoted
to news content as compared with advertising, news plctures,
editorial material, snd columns.

(3) Show to what extent the news writing in the se-
lected papers conforms to the standards set forth in text-
books by Journalists and educators.

(4) Determine to what extent the selected newspapers
g0 outslide of thelr own trade territory for state or nation-

al news,



Answers to these questliona were sought through a
qualitative snd quantitative measurement of the winnera of
the National Editorial Assoclation Retter Newapaper Contests
in the class for general excellence, for 1946 and 1947, and
from journalism textbooks, Six issues ueeh‘cf’thé‘33 winning
papers were studled. |

The NEA winﬁtrsjsalectoé’1n¢1uﬁud:

Brighton Argus, RBrighton, Mich.,3 Cobb Gaunéz Times,

Marietta, Ga.} Govin& Argus-Gitizen, Covina, Calif., Heron
Lake News, Heron Lske,’ﬁinn»; Hillsboro Argus, Hillaﬁara,

Ore.; Lapeer County Press, Lapeer, Mich.; Larchmont Times,

Larchmont, N, Y.; Hesa Journal-Tribune, less, Ariz.s nNekland

Acorn, Oaiklend, Ia.; Sumner Uezette, Sumner, I=.; Weekly Re~-

flex, Kayaville, Utsh, and Western Springs Times, Western

Springs, I1l,

The results obtsined from the measurement were com-
pared with the results of & similar snalysis of aix Montana
weskly newapapers~-winners of the Montena State ﬁnivaraity
Sehool of Journalism awerds in general excellence for 1946.

The Mantann'papara analyzed were: Bozeman Courier,

Bogeman; Cutbank Ploneer Fress, Cutbank; Glasgow Courler,

Glasgow; Kalispell News, Kallspell, and Mlssoula Gounty

Times, Missoulas,
Each weekly newspaper was measured for the second

issue of each of the following months over e period of a



S
yesrs May, July, September, and November, 1946, and Jamuary
and March, 1947. The same 1asue in slx definite months was
gelected ao that the results of the study would show no pare

tielity in seasonable news content or advertising.

II, I¥MPORTANQE OF THE STUIXY

Comparison with other weekly newspapers. The pube
lisher of the wgakly paper has no method, other éhan by his
own judgment, by whioch to determine whether his paper com=.
parss favorably in news content snd writing with newspapers
which have becn selected as outstandlng.

The results of the presont study mey give the pub-
lisher of the community paper a tasis for gmmparisan with
papers which competent judges belleve to be fulfilling the
news-funcetion of the weekly paper.

Charles L., Allen liata these news-funotions as:

(1) To get all the local news,

(2) To get all the news of locsl interest out of a
story which 18 of génaral interest,

(3) To give news in the form of "local features” and
helpful materiel for the co.ntry and town reaident.l

Conscientiocus weekly pu%iisbnrl are continuelly on

the alertg for methods to lmprbve.thuir paperss Unless the

T OFaFTes Laurel Allen, Country Journalism (New York:
Thomas Nelson and Sons, 1928), T. 21«




publisher is certain about. judging news content he lacks a
yardstick which miéht ald him in lmproving his paper. A
dependable yardstiock may ai@ the publisher in understanding
why some papers garner important contest points in neia.eanﬂ
tent and quality categories year after yesr, while hies own
t paper does nmt’awe& make a showinge

The publisher is also interested in the suocess of
his ~aper with his own resders. By tsking the time a&nd ef~-
fort to find out what his paper lackas,.and then by making the
. hecessary corrections; he may be avle to improve the stabtus
| of the peper in the commnibiy.

A method of compsrison 1s discussed in thie study
which may be used by publishers in comparing thelr pkpérﬂ
with those which win the battar newspaper contests,

Judging regionel newspaper contests, The Natlional

Edltorisl Assoclation usea s system devised in 194Q'by
Charles Leurel Allen in judging its Better Newspaper Contest.
By Allen's system, aaéh‘pnpar 1s graded on s basis of 100

pointe., A maximum of 350 points is given for news writing
‘ 2
under this syatem.

Many state press sssocistions conduet annual regional

2 Information received in a letter from Walter {urtis,
asslstant manager of the National Zditorial Assoclation,
Chiocagoa.



contests anéd Judge member newspapers, using the same or
similar methods. In thls #tudy, & method i3 presented by
which the s tate papar#vcan baaaomparad with the winners of
the NEA contest. Suchuecmpariaons would provide useful ine
formstion for the Jjudges of these reglonal contests.

Iﬁ adﬂition; the publiah@r ef the paper entaredvin
the re@imnél sonteat could see for himself what his prRper
lacka from a news standpoint, as compared with national
pfizawinnera. If he 1s interested in improving hta‘papura,
aa most publishers are, he can use this informat 1m ag a

gulde in fllling gaps in the news content of his paper.

Use by historians sand soclologlsts. It 1s conceiv-

able that the results contained herein might be used by
Journaliem historians and smélaloﬁiuta in aompariné th@fnaua
content of weekly papers of one ers with that of dnath&ra
The categorlea in the quantitative study sare ﬁeaiﬁnqd’tu
permit the measursement of news wh;ah might appear in any.

weekly newspeper,
III, ORCANTIZATIN OF THE THESIS

Methods of procedure. The following chepter will ex-

plain in detrll the method used in messuring the news con-
tent of the weekly papers, and of arriving at s standard for

the various categories chosen to represent each type of news



subject likelv to be found in any weekly paper.
The chapter will slso explain the methods used in
arriving at & stendard for measuring the quality of the news

found in the papers.

Results of the survey: Two chapters are devoted to

recording the results of both the gualitative and quantita=-
tive surveys. The results are arranged ao that a comparison
oan be made with other weekly hawapay«ra analyzed in & simi~

lar manner.

Conclusions end interpretations. The final chapter

includes a sumrary of the work completed in the study end
the results obtslined. Also included in this chepter will
be the suthor's interpretations of the findings end the im=
plicatims 1:volved in them.

IV, REVIEW 7 PREVIOUS STUDIES

The Country Newspaper. One of the best known attempts

to snalyze weskly newzpapers quantitatively was by Malcclm
Mo willuy.s Willey made en analysis of the weekly newspspers
in Connecticut and devised a syatem which has bsen used by
others in meking similar studies of the weekly pespers of

3 Walcoim M. ¥1lley, The Country Newspaper (Chapel
Hill, N. Ce.: The University or NEFE&'%kra , Pross, 1926),
pes. T4-88.
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their own states, Among the states whoae weekly newapapers
were snalyzed by Willey's method were lMinnesota and Nebraska.

The system devised by Willey included seven categories.
They were ocivic, economic, cultursl, sensational, aports,
personal, and edltorial. Willey selected the category for

each s tory from the "what" angle of the lesd,

Quantitative study of deily papers. 3everal attempts

have been made to snalysze the content of daily pspers, the
first being made by Speed as sarly ss 1893.s One of the most
exhasustive of these attompts was made by the graduate de~
partment of social economy and social éanaarehfat Byrn Mawr
Gullege.s A study which covers only = part of the material,
that of foreign nawu; was made by Woodward in 1950§? Willard
G« Bleyer is one of the few newspsper men and Journalists

who have attempted s quantitative analysis of newspapers.

4 Irene Dernes Taueber, "Materlal in Minnesota Weekly
Newspapers," Journalism gﬁarterl§, IX: 281289, September,
1832, and G« G, Galker, "A Yardstick for the Measurement of
Country Weekly Servioce,” Journalism Quarterly, VII: 203-302,
December, 1930,

L 8 Jo G. Spesd, "Do Newspapers Now Oive the News?"
Forum, XV: T05B-711, August, 1863, R

6 S« M. Kingsbury, H. Hart, et. sl., Newspapsrs and
the News. (Lew York: G. P. Putnamt's Sons, 19%7),

7 J+ Le Woodward, Forelgn News in American Morning
Newspapera (New York: 193U),

: 8 Willard G. Eleyer, "Research Problems and ﬁ@éearch
Analysis," Journalism Querterly, I: 17-23, March, 1924.




CHAPTER II
METHODS OF PROCEDURE
I. QUANTITATIVE MBEASTREMENT

The object of the quentitative measurement of selecte
ed newapapers waz to eutabli#h, in percentages of total
space, the news content of leading weskly newapapers in the
United States.

A aimgla group of news categories was selected and
tested under which could be listed by subjeots the news cone
tent found in any weekly paper. Sub-categories wers then
selected which would include in more detall the types of
news measured.

Although sdvertislng was not included ss & basie
part of the study, & measurement was made of the seversal
types of sdvertising: dlaplay, classified, legal, promotion,
and reader,

News categories. The main news categories include

"egonomic” under which are placed &ll sgriculture, business,
and labor news stories. The "government" oategory has as
sub-categories: administrstion, judliclary, legislatim, and
politics. "Scclology"” includes the»éub-aategorieas educa~
tion, religim, weather, and perscnal. The personal cate~

gory was fnrthmf broken down into such sub-categories ss:



COPY OF FORM USED IN TABULATING RESULTS

OF QUANTITATIVE SURVEY

TR e e S e

e

Porr WEEKLY REFLEX Puihed st KAYSVILLE, UTAH D% NOVEMBER 14, 1946  7otmss by 2/ tackes 8 Pegs W3St ncks
LOCAL STATE NATIONAL :
Inohes} Pet Cel. Pt Pet. Peto Teta) Teb | Inches] Pet. Ceb | Pt Pt | Pioter Tmches | Peb. Cob. b, ot ot Total el JTOTAY PCT. R
Agriculture 4| 0.4 18| 1.4 22 20 108| 0.9 104 o.9f 3a}| a9
Labor 7] 0.6 7] 0.6 v| o
Business 16| 1.4 16] 1.4 - N 16 leé '
Totals | 27| 24 18| 1.6| 45| 4.0 108 0.9 104 0.9 s «b- ; ( ’
1 Government B
Administration 1| 1.0 n| 1.0 1| oa 4 | o.4] o o0.6] 16k 1.8 g
| Judiciary 13 0.1 1} o 1| oa
7 Legialation
i Politics {
Totals | 124 1.1 123 1.1 1 | oa @ | o %] o8| 18] 2.6 |
i
Sociology .
Education 44} 3.9 2 | 0.2] 46} 4.1 10 | 0.9 12 | 1| 22| 20| e} 62
Religion ? '
Weather !
Personal l i ‘
Accident ; E
Country Corres. 120 | lo.€ 120! 10.6 120 10.6
Crime 6| 0.8 : 8: 0.5 € 0.8
Health 4] 0.4 | 4l o 4| Ont
Human Interest 1) 0.1 183 1.4 5 | ou 2} 1.9 1} oa 12 |11 | 13| 1.2] 38 3
: Local Ttems 284 2,1 “ 23t 2.1 2 2.1
Obits l
Society sd 3.0 36 | 3.2 €2 0F 2
Sports 12| 1.1 12§ 1.1 ) 12 14
Veterans Affairs 1] 1.3 o3| o8 s | 03] 213 2.4 7 2.4 {
Totals | 260k 23.0' 26 | 2.2 46 | 41| 4 29.3 nui 1.0 24 | 2,2 s.2| 387) s2.8 :
—_—
Advertising g
Display €64 | 49.6 664 | 49.6
Classified
Legal 6| 0.5 [] 0.5
Promotional 261 2.3 26 | 2.3
1 Readers 4| 3.0 3 | 3.0
Totals | 630 | 86.4 630 | 66.4
‘Art
Cartoons _ 2
Comics ', i - S b “—‘=%:




aceldent, correspondence, crime, heanlth, human interest,
locel items, obltusries, soclety, s ports, and veteran's af-

fairse

Economiec newss The sube~ocategories Included under

eoconomic include sgrioculture, business, and labors

Many weekly papers are printed in agricultursl com-
munities, and eirculation 1s derived in a large part from
people interested in ngricaltuiaa Included under this aatu#
gory was all news connected with farming, livestock raising,
dairying, etos

Under business was placed all news storlies pertaining
to trade and commerces

Labor news consisted of labor problems end news of
labor organizationss The avallability of workers, strikes,

settlements, end sinrilar stories were classified under labor.

Covernment news. This category contained four sub~

categories, three of which are direct governmental functions.
These are administration, judlolary, and legislation. The
fourth, polities, 1s included here because 1t is directly
conserned with government,

Administration news 1neiudad all sﬁnriaa of local,
state, and natlonal administrative governnent, Councll

meetings, commission meetings, spproval of housing projects,



10
and the lssuing of hunting licenses are some examples of
administrative news, taken st random.

Under legislation was placed news stories which were
mncerned with the proceedings of law-mslking bodies,

The juﬁiaiqry(entegmry included a1l news concerming
locsl, state, or national courts. The story of a person
:‘aréaatsa for an infractimn of a law was placed under orine
in the soociology news. ¥hen this person was tried in court

the resulting news stéry*waa ligted as jJjudiciary.

Soclology news. General news with & sociologlcel aa-

pect was placed under four sub-categories. These were: ed-
ueation, religion, weather, and perscnal. Personal was
further broken down into the following subwcategoriess ace
cident, correspondence, c¢rime, health, human interest, loocal
1tems, obltuaries, soclety, sports, and veteran's affairs,

Education included & large variety of stories such as
those originating from the school system. Activities of
ﬁéy and CGirl Scouts, 4«H oclubs, and similsar organizations
wore elso listed under education,

An example of the information placed under the edu-
cation category 1ls found in @ speech given by the wife of u
church pastor in Western Springs, Ill., and reported in the
ggﬂgg." The title of the talk waa "India, Tadﬁy and Tomorrow,"
and was a study of conditions in Indla. Although the talk



11
was given before a church women's group, in a church, by the
wife of tha pastor, there ssemed to be very little elss in
“the story to suggest religious cannaﬁ&tiana,l More of the
‘story suggested education thd therefore it was placed in the
. edusatlon category.

The usual woekly diractéry of churches waa placed
un&ar'religimqu‘ There was no indicati m in any of the pepers
that these were pa1d~fmr,vam they na?a not included as sdver-
tisements. B | )

Weather reports anﬁ stories were placed unﬁarj@aathar.

The final sub-category in this group was called per=
sonal and was further;brakan down into several s ubecetegories,
These, unlika,‘waxthap}leﬁmaation, and religlion, aéa1€ w1th
personal reather than genersl soclology subjeots. ?hﬁy in-
cluded the small locel and correspondence ynragraphavfcuad
in most weekly papers.

Under local items was included the short ONe-pRIE~
graph 1tems telling of the activitiea of local residents.
Hany of these wers scattered throughout the papers and were
not limited to a column under a common headlng.

Only the printed material which was clearly headed
“eorresgmn&énca“ or "iHews from- ", or waé in some other
way identified as such, was measured under correspondence.

Some storlies sent in by correspondents wre taken

T News story from Western 3prings Times, November 15,

1946.
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from the one~paragraph ltems and glven & head of their own.
Unleas these stories were maintained under the common head-
ing af'aorrasgendmca, they were treated in the same manner
&8 & news story.

The Lapeer, -Mich. County Press printed stories of

this typs under the heading of the community where they or-

liginated, even though they were given separate heads. As

long as theae aturieiﬁwera identified as correspondence

1tems they were olassified under correspondence. The method

used by the Lapesr paper accounts to gsome extent for the

large smount of oarréap@néance that 1s evident in that paparaa
In many cases it was herd to nlaerﬁain where local

$toms ended and soclety bagan. A few papers, like the Cove

ina Argus-Cltizen and the Cobb County Times, published at

Marietta, Ca., maintain e sacieky page under a haading.

Other papers group the society news in a few special cole-
umns. Some of the papers scattered the soclety news throughe
out the paper.

Weddings, parties, and wozmen's club meetinga were.
among the types of news listed sa soclety when society news
was not otherwise identified. One-paragraph items telling
of visitors from out of town were listed under local items.

Humsn interest stortes playing upon the emotions,

¥ S5ee Appendix A
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some featurs stories, columns of miscellaneous material
which contained jokes end other unclassified material, and
. stories for entertsinment purposes were zll placed uﬁder
human interest.

Because of the large smount of news cerried in the
papers pertaining entirely to veterans, it was found neces~
sary 5o have an aaﬁitiaﬂal sub«category undar sooclology for
vetarans! affaira. The majorlty of the news listed in this
sub=category could normally be placed under local items,
with some going into adminisiretion, under the gnvorn&«nt
category,

Accldent, crine, health, obituaries, and sports, all

sub~ocategories under soclology, are self-explanatory.

Method of classification. In selecting the proper

gategory for each news story it was necessary to arrive at

8 uniform system for classifying the story. A problem which
had to be settled arbitrarily was created by the newa'
storiea which contained cross-lines of interest, i.e., the
stories which contalned both leglslation and administrstion
‘news. It was found thet when these cross-lines of intereat
did occur in a news story, there was usually one subject
which was given more space and was of more importence than
the others. In such cases, the major aubject was used for

the classiflcation.
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As an example of how the problem of the cross-lines
of interest was handled, a story which appeared in one of
the papers used in the study 1s typilceals, The lead contalned
information concerning s cltizen who was appointed chalrman
of & chamber of commuerce commlttee to spearhead s bond-lssue
drive. The remeainder of the story contained information
about the proposzed bond issue itself and what it entalled.
The me jority of speace wss devoted to the bond lssue and the
story was classified under government, legislation, rather
than economic, business, which would have been the case had
the story continued in the same veln in wvhich it startedw-

. 3
relsting chamber of commerce agtivities.

Ihe problem of headlines. Is the headline a iogieal

part of the news story? At least one previous study has
tried sampling hesadlines spart from the rest of the story.
Others have included the headline as part of the atory;é

As one of the two mein funetions of the headline ia
to summarize the ngwa, it 12 measured in this study as part

of ths news story.

3 From s news story appearing in the Western Springs
Times, Western Springs, Ill., Nov., 15, 1346.

4 Kingsbury and Hart, ops cit., p. 9.

. 5 Normen J. Redder and John E. Stempel, Newspaper
Editing, Make-up and Headlines (New York: wcaraﬁ~ﬁ1§1 Took
mpﬁﬂy, xn@&, Qm’ pu Izga
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In the papers measured 1t was asssumed by thes writer
that varMous sizes of heads used in the paper correasponded
to the importance of the story, which is the general journ-
slistic prectice. To ignore the hesadline, would be to omit
an integral pert of the story ltself,

Qther classifiocation methods. 1In adﬁiﬁia@ to separ-

ating and measuring the newa by categories, it was also
found necessary to cln;aify news socording to geographlical
origin. Locel news wnaueanaidsred to be news whichs

(1) O9riginated in the trade territory of the paper
publishing the news.

{2) Originated elsewhere but glven a local angle.

State news was comsidered to be news vhich originated
within the state but outside of the paper's trade territory.

Hews orlginating outside of the state was classified
as national, Occaslionally the weekly newspspers printed
news which had s source outside of the United 3tatesa, BEew
cause of the small smount of such news it also was listed
under the national classification.

Pictures, editorials, and ocolumns were olsssified in
the same manner as other types of news, but each was placed
in a column by itself. A local sports picture, for inatance,
was listed under aports snd under pletures., It was included

in the total percentage for sports for ths entire paper, and
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elso in the totsl percentage for pletures of all classifle
eationa. Or if a local column was written about agriculture,
it was measured and the results placed under sgriculture,
‘but also listed as a column.

The informetlon thus collected and listed presented
sn over-all ploture of thﬁ.aﬁﬂﬂ printed in selected issues

of 12 of the leading weekly newspapsrs in the United States.
II. QALITATIVE MEASUREMENT

An sttempt is made in this study to snslyze the qual-
ity of the writing of et lsast one news s tory appearing in
sach of thes pspers studieds The purpose for doling this was
to find out whether the news 1s written to confarm to the
prinoiples of writing tﬂuﬁhﬁ by Journalism educators &nd
working jJournalists--suthors of stendard taxtb&ak& on the
subjeoct of news writingas

Standard news story structure was used as & basils
for the analysis of each story. ¢“hat Neal refers to as
"hind-end~to" writing, and what others call the "inverted
pyreamid” tyﬁe of writing wes considered for this purpose as
g TeXEbGoks used were: Oeorge C. Bastian and lLeland
Ds Case, Editing the Day's Hews (New Yorks The Maocmillan

Company, 32Y; stanley nson and Jullan Harriss, The Com-
lete Reporter (New York: The Maomillan Company, 194%); Ture-
%Ia‘ﬁ. WecDougall, Interpretive Repar ting (New York: The Mso~
millan Company, 19 3 RODEert Me RL%IT”E%Hu‘Gathnrin snd
News writinﬁ (Hew York: Prentioce-Hall, Tnc., 1948); ﬁdﬁﬁiﬁ Jeo

Redder snd Jobn E. Stempel, Newspsper Editing, Make-up and
Headlines (New York: xaﬂrawdﬁxIIgﬁgaﬁ Company, INGe, g%EET}
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typical dnd traditional in Ameriocan newapaper witing.v

One story from each paper was selected for the qual-
itative snalysis. In emch selection, the story was one of
the "spot” news (as dlstinguished from festures or editorial
news) variety. In order to obtsln & uniformity in the im-
portance of the stories, the main story from each lssue of
the paper waa selected.

According to Dastian snd Case, and cther textbook
suthors, the last, or rlght-hand, column of page an@ is the
position usually reserved for the most important story of
the day.

It was from this posltim that the story was selected
for study. In some instanced the type of makeup in use
would not permlit the plaocling of the main story in the upper
~ pright-hend corner of the page. This hes to be taken into
sonsideration when selecting the most important story in the
paper.

. It 13 & -idely-known principle of Amerlosn news story
writing, that, to be Smplaec, the lead must contain the
five ¥W's--who, whean, wnat, where, why, and ha‘w.ﬁ Thease were
the lesd essentials considered in the qualitative analysis

of the selected stories.

) nﬁ‘lj ops clt., pe 72.

8 James Clifford Saffley, The Country ' I\iawsgmﬁer and
Its Operation {New York: D. Appioim’ an ompany, 1 Pe 6l.

A




Ocemaslionally however, a lead which contalns all this

information Dbecomes cumbersome, and the infurmation is then

usually pleced in two peragraphs. <ihe main feamture of the
story 1s plsyed up in the lead, and the remsining snswers
to the five W's are plasced in the second paragraph.

The following example of this use is teken from the

Cobb County Times:

Cobb county overwhelmingly elected Jimmie
Carmichael ss governor of Ceorgis 355&&26&{, but the
rest §§!the state sesoms to have gone "agin® use
DAMN

Of the almost 13,000 votes cast in Cobb
coanty, Jimmie Carmichaesl polled 8,724; Cene Tale
madge, 3,05080; Ed Rivers, 384, and Hoke O'Kelley,
161. #“Subtract the total of 1,200 Negroes registered
in the county from the totsl end Cermicheael would 9
atill be the winner in Cobb sounty by a 3,124 mergin.

The subsequent paragraphs of the story were used in

filling out the detalls explained in the tw lead paragraphs.

Two of the most importent essentials of & well-written

news story, both of ten ignored, are shart sentences and

short paragraphs. A long peragraph, especially in the lead,

will often & scoursge & potential reader from tackling the

story. If he does attempt to read 1t, he is usually forced

to read it more than once in order to find out what it cone

talna. This csauses him to forget some of the story's most

important polints before he 1s through with it.

— § News story appearing in the Cobb County Tiues,
July 18, 1946,
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. The sentence nné arngraph length of the story se~ .
lseﬁad from each papar w&a measured in this study. &Qearﬁa
1n$ ha authori tative sources, toth sentence and paragrsph
"  1ength should be limited to e reasmable number of woréa.

~ Most of the wrlters of Journalism textbooks - emphaaima
the desirability of short sentences snd short parugrapha in
,ntwa story writing. &oat of the suthors, however, Ieava the
actual length of the pnragruyh md sentence to the diaern-,
;fkian of the student, ﬁnme suggestions are given, aunh as
that of Johnaan end Earriaa, who say the length of th& pavau
graph should be confined to 75 waréa‘l9 As long ago as 1317,
Phil O« Bing cautioned his r@adaia to limit their paragraphs
to BO or 75 wsrda.ll

A standard for parsgraph length was arbitrarily set
at & maximum of 50 words for the present study. This was
the number most often suggested by the authors.

Flesch has found that, in writing for the sverage
adult reader, sentences should average 17 words in length.
In the pressnt study entire sentences were countad, while
Flesch counted two or more sentences 1f phrases were separe-
ated by colons and semi-colons instead of periods. Flesch

also made allowance for the numbsr of times personal

10 Johnson and Harriss, ope cit.

11 Phil Carleton Bin% The Counhrz‘%oek@l {(New York:
D+ Appleton end Compeny, 19 917); p. BB,
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12
references are msde in a story.

In the present study a stendard of 20 words was set
as the average length of a aentence. Although more than
Flesch's average of 17 words, the extra words were added as
an ellowance for the varisnce in method of counting senten-
ces and taking into sccount the use of personal references
as Flesch does in his study.

MacDougell has placed in one chapter of his book, the
oanons of good news writing whloh moat experts agree to be
tmd&mmbal‘laifm;c canons were considered in this study in
snal yzing the quality of the news stories sppearing 1in the
pap ors .

Beslides the length of sentences and paragraphs, the
fundemental rules mentioned by MscDougell include the proper
use of sotive and pessive volce, figures of spesch, and the
elimination of bromides and shopworn personifications.

According to proper newspaper ussge, asctive volce 1ls
preferable to passive volce except when the latiter ls war-
ranto&lzy the importence of the grammatical object of & sen~

tence.

I8 Hudolph Fleach, The Art of Plaln Taelk (New York:
Harper and Brothers, 1946),, p.107.

13 maDﬂu&ﬂl, op-. cﬁ._tn,pp. 189-207.
14 Ibld., Pe 199.
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The proper ume of passive voice in a newspsper sen~-

tence 13 1llustrated in this sentence from the Sumner Gaze

ette:
" o « « ruled that Chris Hansen was elected mayor
of Sumner, March 25, by & vote of 162v151.“15
Also & part of the qualitative analysis waa & study
of the use of editoriallizing in the seslected stario!.laThe
expression of opinion by puffs snd boosts, superlatives, ad-

Jeotives, nouns, etc. was conaidered in the study.

Summe r,v_, In this chapter, the methoda used in the
the quantitative and qualitative analysis has been glven,
The onéiro news content of the selected papera was measured
and recorded in the category which most closely applied to
the subject of the story. The news categories selected
were those under whlch nearly eéary atbry appaariué in a
weekly psper can be classified. ﬁ

The most important news story in esach of the papers
was snalyzed for 1ts quality. The essentlals of good news~
papar writing emphasized by Journalism textbaah authors were
used as a basis in studylng the quality of tha writing which

appeared in the selected weekly newspapers.

IZ ¥rom & news story in the Sumner Gazstte, May 18,

1946.

18 For an oxam le of editorial izing see the astory
from the Cobb County 1moa on p. 18.




CHAPTER II1I
RESUITS8 OF QUARTITATIVE 3TRVEY

In Chapter I of this study 1t was pointed out that
the object of the quantitative survey of the selected weekly
papers wus $03

{1) &Show the nature and extent of the news cormtent
of thoase papers.

(2) Establish the proportion of total space devoted
to news cortent as auﬁparud iith the proportion of space in
‘advertising ocontent.

(3) Determine to what extent the selected papers go
putaide of thelr own trade territory for state or national
news, | \

The methods used in srriving at the results of the
quantitative astudy were mentloned in Chapter II. Heasurew
ment of the news eamteﬁt of each paper was flrst made in
inches and reduced to percentages of total space. Following
that, an sversge was obtained of the news space in each cate-
gory in the slx 1ssues of each newspaper studied, and finally
an over-all average was obtained for each category and sub=-
category for the 72 papsrs.l

The results obtained from the guantitati ve analysis

1 Infra, Appendix I.
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are discussed in this chapter of the study« These results
show!a | |

{1) The »redominance of local‘naws in the wbakly
‘papers selected for astudys It was found that 33:3 per cent
of the totel spsce in the papers was in local news; &nd that
9841 per aan% of the news spauce was in local news.

(2) That the weekly papers studled devoted only l.4
| pen:cent of their total space and 348 per cent of thelr newa
space to state and natianal news.

(3) }Loaal‘soe;nlsgy news occupied more of the totel
space (26.8 par cent) then news in any of the other four
ma Jor news categoriles. af the news apace in t he paper,

77 per cent was in the Iaaal sociology category.

, (4) Local news 1n the economic ocategory was second
ta laoal soclology news in the quantity of space usod in
the papers: Newa in this category occupled 3.8 per cent of
the total apace snd 1l.l per a&nt of the newa'apace in the
papers, |

(5) Loocal government news oocupied 2.7 per cent of
the total space, and B.0 per cent of the news space in the
papers.

(6) Advertising was measured in this study in order

to obtain a ratioc of news content to advertising content in

BTEFP&, Table I’ P 24,
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TABLE I
DISTRIBUTION OF PRINTED MATTER IN TWELVE
WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS
Local News State News HNat'l News Total News

Pots, Pot. Pet. Pots Pet. Pet, Pot. Pot.
News . Total News Total News Total News Total
Space Space Space Space Space Space Space Space

Economio 11,1 38 0.8 0.3 0.8 0.2 12.5 4.3
Government 8.0 2.7 0.6 0.2 0.6 0.2 9.2 3.1
Soclology TTO 2608 0.5 0.2 0.7 003 7842 27.3
Art “ | "' 0, ';
Advertising 61.3

¥iscellaneous B3

Total 96.1 33.3 1.9 0.7 1.8 0.7 100.0 99.9
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the papera. Of the total space in the papers, 6l1l.3 per cent
was devoted to some form of advertising.

(7) Art, which included cartoons and comios, occu=
vyiod 0.6 per oent of the totel spsce, snd 1.8 per cent of
.-the news space in t:he‘ pipcru H
(8) Pictures, editorisla, columns, and atraiéht
reading matter were all olassified separately by aﬁbjeet
end the results included as part of the total in the various
sategories end aub—eatégurinea Classified in this @#nsér,
stralght news matter occupied 26.6 per cent of the totel
apace in the papers; éolumna, 2.7 parrasnt; plctures, é.ﬁ
per sent, and editoriasls, lels, per cent.
(9) Fillan, white séaao, and the few news stories
which ﬂnfieé efforts to 1list them by categories, were placed
in the miscellaneous group. This group cccupled 3.2 per
gcent of the total spauce in the papers.

I. BPACKGROUND OF THE SELECTED PAPERS

Location. EBefore presenting the results of the
quantitative survey in detall it seems desirable to point
out several facts ambout the background and location of the
papers 1ncluded in this stuﬂy.s

With but one exceptim, all of the 12 papers are

3 iInfra, Table II, p. 26.



TABLE IIX

DISTANCE OF WEEKLY NEWSPAPER TOWNS
FROM NEAREST LARGE CITIES

26

Weatern Springs, Ill. 15

Town Distance Nearsst City

Brighton, Mleh. 39 Detrolt

18 Ann Arber

37 Flint
Covina, Calif, 40 Los Angeles
Heron Lake, Minn. 856 ¥enkato

. 1eb ﬁinnea?elitnsc, ‘Paul
Hillsboro, Ore. “ ; 18 Portland
Lapeer, Mich. o 20 Flint
. 30 Pontiac

56 Detroit

Kaysville, Utah 20 S8alt Lake Gi%y
' 18 Ogden

Larchmont, N. Y. 12 New York City
larietta, Ca.. 19 Atlanta
Mesa, Ariz. 16 Phoenix
Oakland, Ia. 27 Couneil Bluffs

29 Omahe
Sumner, Ia. 38 Viaterloo

Chioago
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published within 40 miles of citlies with one or more daily
papers, The one exceptim 1s the Heron Lake Hews, which

seems 1solsted in comparison by reezon of the 85 miles sepe-
arating Heron Lake from MHankato, and the 165 miles between
mﬂaron lake snd Minneapolis,
”‘ Ten of the 12 papers are within 55 miles of the larg-
est olty in its state, or in a neighboring state. ‘Baaiﬁua

the Heron Leke News, the other sxception is the Sumner Gaz~

ettes, published at Sumner, Iowa, spproximetely 100 miles
from Des Holnes,

Whether the looation of the paper has any relation
to the smpunt and type of news appearing in each paper 1s
questionable, Offhand it wauiﬁ sesm that the farther away
the weekly paper is located from & possible competing daily,
the more astate and national news would be evident in the pa-
per, With anly two pepers used in the study located more
than 55 miles from the largest city in its state, a fair in-
terpretation of the results of such s situation is not pos-
sible. One of ths two papers had & smaller than a verage
percentage of state end natimal news, while the other paper
had a larger percentage.

A summary of statistiocs concerning each of the towns

4
where the weekly papers are published is given below:

4 Statistical information 1s taken from N. W. Ayers
1046 Newspaper Directory (Philadelphia: N.W. Ayer and Son,
Inc., 1946).
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Brighton, %ioh&san, Populstion 1,353, located in

‘Livingutan county on the Pere Marquette railroad. Nsnufacte
ured articles include metal steamplngs for the suto industry,
and boxea, The Ayers directory lists potatoes and beans as
major agricultural products. The Argus is an independent
paper Wi th a ciroulation of 1,496. It has no competition, -
Covina, Cslifornia. Population 3,049, located in Los

Angeles county on the Southern Pacific snd Faciflc Electric
railroads. Industries include the fabrication of steel
parts, and the mwnufaétgre of spray products and ladders,
Agrioulture products are orsnges, lemons, and walnuts, Gév-
ins has citrus frult packing anéd c¢old starage plants. The
Argus-Citizen ia a non-partl san pasper with = cireculatim of
2,700. It has no local competitim .

Heron Lsake, mihnqsaha. Population B52, located in

Jackson county on the Chisago and Northwestern railroad,
Heron Lake 1s primerily an agrieulturdl ccmmﬁnity with a
butter factory sand stock, poultry, mdé grain farms. The
News has & circulation of 950 and has no local comp&tition¢

Hillsboro, Oregon. Population 3,747, located in

Washington county on the Southern Paclifie railroad. Induse
tries include lumber, canning, milk products, brick and

tile, and diversified farming. The Argus 1s en independent
pasver with a circulation of 5,666, It has no loecal aompéti~

tion.
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Keysville, Utahe Population 1,211, located in Davis

sounty on the Unlon Pacific end the Denver snd Rio Grande
railroads., lLay, peas, and tomatoes are thc most important

agricultural productss The town has a cannery and a flour

. mills The circulation of the Weekly Reflex 1s 1,012.
It 1s an independent paper with no local competition.

Lerchmont, New Yorks FPopulation 5,970, located in

Westchester county an} Long Island sound, on the Hew York,
New Kévon, and Hartford rsllrosd. Larchmont is & residential
suburb of Hew York City« The Times haa a oirculation of
1;806, and has no loaal eampatitim‘ |

Marietta, Gsorgia. Population 8,867, located in Cobb

county on the Nashville, Chattanooga, end 'St. Louls, and the
Louisville and Nashville raillroads. Nanufactured praducts
include chairs, hoslery, steel au#inga, sashes and doors,
ol gars, monuments, finished marble, and stesl cestings. Ag~
ricultural products include cotton snd grain. The Cobb
County Ti :es is an independent paper with a circulation of
5,194: It has daily competition.

Mesa, Arizona: Fopulation 7,224, 8 winter resort
located in Hariocopa county m the Socuthern Pacific reilroad.
Agrioultural products include cotton, citrus fruit, end letw
tuces It is also & cattle markets The Journal-Tribune is
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an independent paper with & ciroulation of 2,620+ It has

no local competitio.

Qaklamigian‘. Population 1;51'7, logcsted in Potta~
wattamié county on the Ghiaage; Rock Ialand; and Pacific
railmad;. It is an agricultural and livestook community of
grﬁn; poultry, and stock farma; Principel sgricultural
products are corn, wmw; and oats. Industries include a
| rendering works and a hét:ahary; The Acorn is a Republican
psper with a aﬂ.mulitim of .1,840., It has no local compew
tition.

Sumner, Iowa. Population 1,752, located in Bremer

county in an sgrioulturel community of dai ry, poultry, aﬁoak.
and grain farms. Sumner is on the Chicago, CGreat Western
railroad., Menufactured products include butter, butter tubs,
end chemiosls. It has & machine shop @nd a nursery. The.
Gazette haa a oirculation of 1,220, and is an zndepanaenﬁw
Fepublican paper without lucal competition.

Western Springs, Illinois. Population 4,856, located

115 Cm;'ok; county on the Chloago, Eﬁmlmg;ms; and Quincy rell-
road, It is s residential dlstrict primarily, tut has s
seed house and nursery. The Tipes is an Independent-Repub~.
lican paper with a circulation of 1,285. It hss no local
competition.
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II, LOCAL NEWS IN THE WEEKLY PAPERS

An a ttempt was made by Willey, when analyzing Conn-
oeticuﬁ weekly newspapersa, to set s minimum figure for the
amount of locel news which he felt should appear in the
" weekly newspapera of that state. His figure, 50 per cent
of &1l news apace, was an arbitrary conclusion.

According to Willey:

It does not seem unreasonable to assume that
a paper devoting more than one-half of its apasce to
other types of readlng matter 1s, by the sheer
welght of preporgians, relegating lozal news to a
secondary place.

Table III on page 32 shows the distribution of loocal
news by per centage of nawh\gpaeo in the three major news
categories, The table shows what part of the news is pre~
sented in stral ght news writing, columns, editorials, end
plctures. Table IV, page 33, shows the dlstribution of loe
cal news in percentages of total apueo.s

Jouwrnallsm educators snd authors, with experience in
the weekly newspaper field, place on the weecly newspepsr a
ruch greater responsibllity in presenting local news to its
readers than that placed on the weekly papers by Willey.

It is Allen's contention that only by giving the

‘ T Waleolm W. %il.ey, The Country Newspsper (Chapel
Hill: The University of Hartﬂarelin?‘?reas, E’Q 26), p. 564

6 Infra, Table IIY, p. 32, and Teble IV, p., 33.



TABLE III

DISTRIBUTION OF LOCAL NEWS BY PERCENTAGE OF NEWS SPACE
IN THREE MAJOR NEWS CATEGORIES I¥ TWELVE WEIKLY NEWSFAPERS

32

Method of

Presentation Economlo Gnvernmnnb Soclology Total
Straight News 848 542 63.9 7746
Column 0.8 0.8 6. 4 Teb

Editorial 0.5 ' 1.8 3.4
Plotures 1.4 0.9 5.2 7.5
Total 11,0 8,0 77,0 96.0
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TAPLE IV

DISTRIBUTION OF LOCAL KEWS BY PERCENTAGE OF TOTAL SPACE
IN THRGE MAJOR NEWS CATEGORIES IN TWELVE WEEKLY NEWSPAFERS

Hethod of

Presentstim Eaenami}e\ Government Soclology Tom},

Stral ght News 3.0 1.7 2243 27.0
~ Column 0.2 0e2 2.3 2T
 Bditoriel 0l 045 0.5 1.1

Total 3.8 247 26.8 B33

i o I
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reader news of those persms and ‘hings withXWhidn he comes
in contact, and which have a Learing on his 1life can the
papsr accomplish ita-purgmao;v

The reason for & high local news cortent in the
;waakly newspeper glven by Allen is probably not a truiy
 ucsnrato definition. Many events which transpire in Wash-
ington sand elsewhere &ava a8 "bearing® on a readerts life.
It does not n#ecaanriiy follow thst 4in printiag ths news
from Washington snd elsewhere the weskly newapapey is per-
forming 1tas duty. .

A great meny of the readers buy the weekly paper for
| the local news which 1t contalns. For stste and nationsl
news they'aﬂyamd mp?n»tha ﬁa&ly-gapara whioh ?ircala%n f
thraughuﬂt most of phc area oovoyod by the weekly papaers.
The dally cean botta?_affmrd to glve more adequate and timély
coverage of state and natlonal news than the weekly papera.

Radio, also, has played an important part in furnish-
ing the small town énd country resident with news of state
and national 1mgurtann§‘.

The weekly paper 1s then left to cover the loosl
field which the radio almost completely ignores and which
seems to be only partly covered by the competing delly,

That the local field is important is stressed by

7 Allen, op. Giht; pe 21,
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Safley, who sssures his reasdera that the metropolitan news
paper cannot au@plant the weeltly paper no matter how exten-
sive may be the circulation of the metropolitan paper in the
country town.

This 1s due to the fact that the large paper
miat concentrate upon the big news of the world and
upon the more important news of the clty in which it
i published. Its news coverage of its own eclty is
to it the most important matter. It must concentrate
on those things which will appesl to city subscribe
ers, Country circulation is secmdary, and 1s ocule .
tivated only to swell the totel &s s bid for further
advertising pntranggu or an excuae for inoreasing
advertising retes.

What ie local news? . In this atudy, local news was
considered to be that whioch directly affeoted the people in

the town in which the paper is publlished, or in the trade
territory surrounding that town. 1In effect, local news 1s
town-plus~oounty news. Many weskly papers have a larger
circulation among farm femllies and in nelghboring communi-
ties than they have in the town of publication.

Safley defines the trade territory of the weekly pa~
per as follows:

1; The town in which the peper is published.
2) The surrounding rursl communities, or
that territory which is tributary to the town in
which the paper 1s published.

{3) The neighboring towns and outlying ter~
ritory outaide the area of the town of publication.
These towna and contiguous territory usually are in
the county in which the paper is situated, and

S m#j, Ope. Mn’ Pe 34.
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therefore the more important happenings constitute
genuine news sppropriaste to its columns; for the
interests of the town in which it 1s published and
those of neighboring towns to s large extent are
identical. ,

(4) The wide world, so far as former resi-
~dents of the town sre congerned; for readers will
be desirous of knowing of the sctivities of old
time friends and mcquaintances,

{5) The state and nation, so far as news
pertains directly to ghe local community, or pos-
sesses a local angle.

III, THE SOCIOLOGY CATEGORY

?h& category unéer which a major share (26;3 per cent
of the katal space) of the local news in the wnakly papers
was classified, was the scgiolegy category. Under soclology
wes élassif&o& 8ll education, weather, religlous, &nd per-
aanai news such as local items, country correspmdence, orime,

10
soclety, aocidents, etc.

Gaunt_ry correspondences In defining the limits of

8 weekly newspaper, Safley sald: "(the trsde territory ine
ocludes) the surrounding rural communities or that territory
which is tributary to the town in whioch the paper is pub-
1ished."

The type of news which comes fromthe territory re~

ferred to by Safley in t%s above statement is commonly known

10 Infra, Tavle V, ps 3%
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TABLE V

DISTRIBUTION OF LOCAL SOCIOLOGY NEWS BY PERCENTAGE
OF TOTAL SPACE IN TWELVE WEEKLY KEW3SPAPIERS

sub-oategory  SPIalEnt Colum Sattortal Plotures Total
Country Corres. 8.5 0.1 6.8
‘Soolety aa 0.5 s 3.6

" Baucatin 2.8 0.2 0.1 0.5 B4
~ Loeal Items 27 0.3 o 3.0
~ Sports a2 G2 0.3 27
Human Interest 0.8 1.0 042 0e2 202
Religin 1.3 003 0el 0.1 1.8
ira'turms' Affairs 0.9 Q.2 0‘1 | ; 1.2
Health | 0.7 0.1 0.1 0.1 1.0
oblta 0.8 0.8
Accident 0.4 0.4
Crlime " 0.2 0.2

Weather 0.1 0.1

Totals 22.3 B¢ 3 . 0«8 1.7 26.8
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as country correspondence., It 1s ususlly reported by a resi-
dent of that community or section of the trade territory
about which the news is written. The amount of correspons
dence news in the 12 weekly pspers used in this atuﬁy 6x~-
Acaeéod all other news in any of the sub-categories.

The best argument for printing country correspondence
in 8 weekly newspaper 1s that 1§ 1s profitable. Increased
advertising from both the local community and nalgh&é?&ng
communities is evident in the paper with a large smount of
country correspondence. .

One editor has aaid:

"Every time a new name gypanrea.in the country items
he hed found a prospect for a new subscoriber and generslly
had the subscription alresdy salé‘"ll

In the weekly papers studled by the writer, it was
found that 6.6 per cent of the entire space in the papers was
in country correspondence. Of all the news space in the pa~
pere, l18.9 per cent was in correspondence from outslde of
the town in which the paper 1s published. 1In three papers,
more than 10 per cent of the total space was in country cor-

respondence, In the Oakland Acorn the percentage was 18.6}

in the Lapesr County Press, 15.3, and in the Kaysville Weekly

Reflex, 1l2.1.

il Allen, op. cit., po 113,
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Three papers, the Larchmont Times, Mesa Journal-Tribe

une, and Weatern §yrin§§,@imaa had no country correspondence

in any of the six issues of each studied. The location and
population of these towns may be the reesson for this. Esch
ﬁis'lacatad within 16 miles of the laergest ocity in its atate.
Larchmont 1s 15 miles from New York City, lMesa is 16 miles
from Phoenlx, and Western Springs 1s 15 miles from Chicago.
Another factor which might have some bearing on the lsck of
country correspondense in these pspers is the size of the

- towns, They are three of the four largest citles whose pa-
pers were included in the study. The population of Hess is
7:224, that of Lnrchmonﬁ,vé.eva, end of Western Springs,
4,858,

It 1s probatle that none of these papers attempt to
get business ocutside of their om town because of competi~
tion of nearby daflies, or because tiie towns in which they
are published are 1;rge enough to provide all t he business
the papera can handle, Perheps tho 13saon is e combination

of these two.,

Joclety news, With the exception of courtry corres-

pondence the largest amount of news measured in any one aub~
category was that of soolety newa. Of the totel spasce in
the papers, 3.6 per cent was in soclety news,

The five papers with the highest aversge percentage
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of soclety news were the papers which had the amsllest
amount of country correspondence. These were the papers
published in the metropolitsn sreas mentioned in conneation
with country correspondence. This might lead one to believe
_that pspers with competing dailies nearby concentrate on
news of the town in which the paper 1s published in order to
compete successfully wlth the daily papers.

| Soclety news snd country correspondence seemed to have
& direct relation with esch other. Papers which printed a
large amount of either one of these types of news seemed to

be deficlent in the other.

Educstion news. HNews of sooclety (3.6 per cent of the

total spece in the pwwéu} snd eduostion (3.4 per cent) oc-
cupied approximately the same percentage of space in the
weekly pap@u Beinuu news stories whichdealt with many
forms of education were included in the educstion sub-cate~
mgm'y, the resulting apace ocoupled in the papers was much
grester than if only stories concerning the school systems

were used,

Local items. Small one~paragraph personal items are

st11ll popular in the weekly newspaper., Of the total spage
in the papers, 3 per cent was in local items. Practicelly
the same in cantent as the country correspondence except

thet they originste in the town of publication (inatead of
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outside the town of publication) the local items are pdyular
because they contain information either sbout the reader
nimself or about one of his neighbors or acquaiﬁtanaaa?

The papers with the smallest circulations had the

largest smount of local items., The Heron Lake Hews, ofircus=
lation 9580, devoted a 1irgar percentage (6.7) of 1ts total
space to local items ﬁhan did sny other paper. Ehn‘eircuw
lation of the Cobb County Times is 3,194 but only 1.5 per

~gent of the iimcavunn ln‘loanl itema,

Sports. Locel sports news ooccupled 2,7 per cent of
the total space in the selected weekly papera and 7.6 per
cent of the news space in those papers. The Western Springs

Times, with a large local'tarritary'ta choose from, used
5.0 per cent of its total space for sports news. The Cobb
County Tines, printed in s town with a population larger

than any of the other towns from which papers were chosen,
used only 0.8 per cent of its space for sports news. The
other papers dald agt'dcviuta from the aversaze more than =
few percentage points.

Compared with the results of Willay’g study, sports
news seemed to be on an increase in the weskly papers. Only
3.48 per csent of the news in the Connectiout papers concerned
sports, according to Willey.

The percentage of total space devoted to sports in
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the 12 papers equaled the percentage of space devoted to

ell government news.

Religion. Only 1.8 per cent of the total spsce in
the papers waes in religious news. A large part of this was
"in & weekly dirsctory of ehnréban which was printed in aov;
eral of thé papers, The copy in thls directory was prac£i~
oally the same week after week, wi th only the tople of thé
gsermon and the calendar of ectivities changed.

Humen Iinterest. The human lnterest sub-category was

responsible for 2.2 per cent of the space used in the weekly
papers. One point of Allen's definitims of the funections
of the weekly paper, prev ously atatod; salds
"To give news in the form of local featurea end help-
ful material for the country sné town voaiﬂant.*lg
Features were classl fied under the human interest
sub~category in this ﬁtnﬁy;

A statement in a recent issue of Fubliaher'nv&uxil~

lary readss

All publications contain, to a varying degree,
three slsments--news, features, advertising, 4nd the
Gegres of emphasls placed on newas or features seens
to determine the volume of advertising. If news is
heavy, advertising usually runs lighter. If features
are heavy, advertising is apt to mn heavier.

IZ SupFra, p. 3.

13 From an editorial in Publisher's Auxillary, April
26, 1947.
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In this study it was found that news and features
meintainted approximately the same proportim throughout the
papers. If news was light, festures were light, if news was
heavy, features were heavy. If both news and features were
_heavy, advertising usually ran lighter; if news and features
were light, sdvertising was heavy.
Much of the hna&n interest type of news was included
in Willey's report as "magsaszine material” and measured as
:a separate unit in his study. Boiler plate was included as
magazline material in W&lley'n study. Boiler plate was then,
and still is, used 1n large quantities in the weekly news~
'ﬂipapsr although 1t was praatically non-existent in the yaper;
‘uxaa in the present stu&y; Just how much boiler plate was

14
used will be dlscussed more fully later in this chapter,

Veterana' affairs. News concerning veterans appeared

quite often in the papers used 1ln this study. The veterans!
affairs category was included because of the difficulty in

| delegating a lerge amount of this type of news to any other
sub~categorys Veteranst's affsirs accounted for 1.2 psr cent

of the total apace in the papers studled.

Obi tuariss. Only 0.8 per cent of the news in the pa-

pers selected for study were obituaries. The Cobb County

fimes and the Kaysville Weekly Reflex were the only papers

14 Inlfra, p.58



44
which devoted more than 1.0 per cent of their space in
obituaries.

ﬂ@aﬁ,aﬁiﬁu&ries are smong the most widely read: types
of news appearing in weekly newspapers is demonstrated by
& readership survey of 10 Hissourl weekly newspapers. From
43 to 77 per cint of the readers of theses 10 newspapers
read the écath.natiaosuls

Death notices, however, ars one of the few ﬁy@as,ar
news which publishers can, and probably do, raparﬁ’iao per
cent. The space allowed obitusries in the news columns is
dependent upon the number of deaths in the community snd on
the emount of spsce each publisher allots to uaeh‘wbiﬁnaryu
Some publishers make even the most unlmportant person sound
' 11ke & hero in the profuss writing of their obituaries,
while other publishers stick to the essentiel statistlos
sonocerning the persmn's iira enl of his daathy This varia-
tion in writing cen meke conslderable differance in the

final figures in a qunntitative type of vusearoh.

Crime news. The quantity of crime news in the weekly

newapapers accounted for only 0.2 per cent of the total
.sapsce in the pspers. There are three probable reasons for
1B Leater E. Finley, Measurement of Eaading in Pive

Wee lx Newap garu (Univeraity of Missourl pulletin, Journa-
am Series, Vol. 41, No. 13, and Vol. 42, Ho. 15)«
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this low figure in relation to orime news,

(1) Weekly newspapers are usually published in small
towns where major crimes are infrequent, if nbt_raré‘

(2) Publishers are reluctant to mention crime news
in their—paperu because in the small town 1t is almost sure
to injure his business in one way or another.

. {3) Those who do print such news usually boil 1t
down to a minimum of gpace, or just enough to get by without

too mach criticlam,

Weather news. ieather news smounted to only Q.1 per

cent of the space in all the papers. Only two papers, how-
ever, the Cobb County Times and tlhe ggyavilla Weekly Reflex,

failed to have a weathsr report or a story concerning the
woather in thelr paparaQ

Weather reports such as those obtained from govern-
ment meteorology stations were noticeably absent from the
weekly papers. The reason for this 1s plainly evident. The
papers studied did not have access to these government ré*
ports.

The weather reports which 4id appear in a few of the
yaﬁaraswuru gensral reports covering a wide area., Only the

Lapeef County Press printed anything which closely resembled

a local weather reporte In the Press the weather report was
camouflaged in a short humorous feature, usually tying in the

name of some local resident.
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The following ie an example of th$ §£ggg;wg§th§r re~
. port: a &
raraaash

Len Gﬂn&r&y‘ﬁdm&ts the County Fress is dﬁing
, mighty fine Jjob handling the weather this years
~Says he had rain avery time he needed 1t and dandy
 baying weather. He dld however, suggest that things
~ are looking a mite dry agsln,
R To satisfy him, Mac MoMath, with e striag of
12 hits out of 14 vriaa, comes up with the following:
. Xmeruasing alaudinesz an d warmer today wi&h
. showers Friday,l 5!

TV, THE BOONOMIC CATEGORY

The economic naiagory cansisted of the subnﬂﬁiﬁgor~~
'fiaa, agr&eultura, buamnaas, end lebors The ocoﬁbmia'nana
'round in the. papers aalactad for study umsunbaﬁ,tm 5.& per
~cent of the total aga&u in the papers, or sbout on: »aixth'

‘ 16
- of the quamtity of news in the soolology category.

Agri culture news. Agrigculture news printed in the

papers smounted to l.% per gent of the total space in the
papers. Ten Qf the 12 papers listed agriculture as part of
the economics of théir community, Lut few seemed to do much
about printing agriculture news for thelr readers.

Papers printed in the middle west, with the sxception
of the Western Springs Tines, printed more agriculture news

10 News item in the Lapeer County FPress
16 Infra, Table VI, p.47.
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TAELE VI

DISTRIEUTION F LOCAL ECONOMIC NEWS BY PERCENTAGE
OF TOTAL SPACE IN TWELVE WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS

Sub-category Stralght  goy1umn  Rattorial Piotures Total

Hews
Agriculture 1.1 0.2 0.2 1.3
Labor 4P § Ds1

Business 1.8 0.1 0.3 2.2

Total 3.0 0.2 041 0.5 3.8
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- than did the papers in the other sections of the aauntry.

The Times was one of tm ‘papers which did not 1137; agrieul«-
: 18 ‘
‘ fsure as part of the eammunity statistics.

The Keran Lake Keus, with 3.6 per oent, end th@ Lapser

Gmmizl Freas, with 3;3 par cent, printed s lwger prapmrtion

ef aﬁrieultmral news th&m any of the other paparm

Business news. all of the papera naaa fram 1.& per

amt to 4.3 per cent af‘ ﬁhﬁl!’" total space to prims mwa af

7\ thﬁ business net&vitina 1n their aummunitioa» rhrae~paperu

um&a printed very imf;lc agrimltursl news were amcm”g the
ﬂrst four in the ama_%“t of business news pmnmah ’A’hoy

wmt Luruhmemt 'fﬂ. ms,;:zﬁnatarn __Erinﬁ_. Tilmcs, and tha (}uvﬁ.m

___ggua—ﬂiti zens The iﬂewn Iaaka Hews led all. the payﬁra in the

qmanﬁity of agrlaultura newa and was awand to %:hs L&rmhmant

‘pepsr in th& quant:iﬁy mf ‘busineas news.

Lebor news: Labor was one of the thres aub jects about

which there was very little news, elther local or otharwise.
: Qx‘;lybal per cent of the total space in the papers was in

local labor news: No individual paper excecded 0.2 per cent
of total space devoted to this type of news. Several p@pera
had such an inslgnificant amout that measuring In @& tenth of

o per cent did not seem feasible,

T I Ryérs, op. cit., ps 266,
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Ve THE COVERUMENT CATEGORY

&dministration; Of the four sub-categories under

‘govemment, administration recelved the most attentlon as a
~source of news in %ha &bakly papers studied., Of all the

“ space in the papers, 1.3 per cent consisted of administra-
tian news of local importsnce. BHoast of this Gna information
of councll and commission meetings, and their buaiﬂ#sn.lg

Politics. 1In seleating papers for this study, those
printed over a years time were taken 1in order to incude
seasonable events such as elections, The September and Hove
ember issues of 1946 precede snd follow the 1946 gongreaaian~
al elections, and the larch and May and July lssues contain
news of the pri-ary elesctions for that year,

It was found that few of the papers devote much at=-
tention to politics, evidently leaving that to thelr com=
peting dailies., Only 0.8 per cent of all the space in the
pepers concerned local politics. The only peper which ex- -

cesded this amount to any zreat extent was the Cobb 6eung1

Ti{mes which tried hard to convince its readers that Jimmie
Carmichasl should have precedence over Eugene Telmadge in
the cempaign for governor. (Carmichael beat Talmadge in Cobb

county by several thoussnd votes).

19 Infra, Tatle VY, p. 50.



TABLE VII

, : QISTRIHﬂTXQE OF LACAL COVERNMENT NEWS LY ?ERGEQTQGE‘
O OF TOTAL SOF TOTAL SPACE IN TWELVE WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS

Sub-category stg:ég;ht_  Column Editorisl Plctures  Totals

| Administration 1.0 0.2 02 1.4
 Judiolary 0.1 o oa
Leglslation 0,3 0.1 s
politics 0uk 0.1 043 vl 0.9

Totals 1.7 0.2 045 0s3 2.7

TN TR U™
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Most of the politicel news in ths Cobb county paper
wes published in May, following the primary election. At
that time 9.4 per cent of the total space in the paper was in
political news.

Judiclary unéqlag;alatioa, Only O.1 par cent éf_tha

vtatal space in the six iasuaa'ar sach paper waa davat6d to
Judiclary news, and only 0.2 per cent to leglslatl on news.

As in printing orime news publishers are reluctant, 1t seems,
to print judiclary news even when it is available. Local
county leglslation news is Infrequent in the small town end

as a consaquencs tharé 18 not much informatlion concerning it.
V3 STATE AND NATIONAL NEWS

One of tie most noticeable results of the present
quantitative study of the lesding weskly newspepers 1n the
United States 1s the small emount of state and nati onal newss

A preponderance of local news might be tsken as an'
indication that the publishers of these papers are becoming
aware of the resson for the exlistance of the weekly newse
peper as stated by Allen and discussed in Chapter I of this
study.go

Tables were prepared in this study which show the

2 IniTa, Tabia VIII, De 524
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TABLE VIII

PERCENTAGE OF AVERAGE SPACE IN BACH PAFER DKV‘)“?‘E}'}
TO STATE AHD NATION AL KEWS

» ; Total Space - % News Space

Feper State Nat'l Total State Hatfl Total
Sumper Gazette 3.4 2.3 BT 8.0 B.3 13.3
Keysville Reflex 1,7 1.8 3.5 3.6 3.9 7.5
Lapesr County Press 1.7 0.9 1.9 2.6 2.4 5.0
Covina Argus-Citizen 0.8 1.2 1.8 0«7 “1;3_ 2.0
Cobb Cnunty Times 0.3 1;2 1.5 0.9 '3;5 ;,4
Heron Lake News Osd 1.0 1.4 0.8 10 2.7
Hillsboro Argus 0.6 0.4 1.0 2.0 1.1 3.1
Larchmont Times 0.0 0.4 Oud 0.0 0,7 047
Oskland Acorn 0.0 0.2 0.2 0.0 0.5 0.3
Hesa Journal-Tribune 0.1 0.0 0.1 0.8 O.G‘ 08
Brd ghton Argus 0.1 0.0 0.1 0.2 0.0 0.2
Western Springs Times 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Average 0.7 048 1.5 1.7 1.8 3.5
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distrivution of state a‘ndzi:atmnal news by categories in the

twelve weeokly newsp‘apla‘ér;s.
vir . METHODS USED IN PRESENTING THE NEWS

Straiégm mua mttor. News in the wwkly'papbrs was

classified under one af foux haadingﬁawstrai&ht nom, ml»
umns, editorials, and pmturaa..%xt was f@um hi’at; 3&11 news
in the weekly papers 'iin'ax presented in one of t':ha;'n,"mégt?}'imds'u
V‘It was possible, also to classify the news by en:t:egc:}&im,
" no metter Ly which method 1t was presented in the pﬁﬁﬂm‘

Previous stud;ié:’?s', ‘ineluding ’E%?ill&y’a; sesmed to g~
nore the possibility that news cwld be praaantmi to ’cha
reader in any other me‘!:ho& than straight rews wrihing and
oceasional editorials. o

News atories writ'&en in tre conventional news '“s‘»tyl&!;
without any other speclal method of {dentification other than
8 headline, were classifled as stralght news mahser;  As oan
ve expected, this mt&mdw'as the most wildely used 1n. the
weekly pepera. Of all the news in the pspers atudled, 80.3
P@x‘ cent was presented to -t.he reader in this manner.""}

The stralght news method led in percentage e;f svmee

in all the cate ories but ocne. HNetlwmsal news in the sociol-

ogy category hsd a grester percentage in plctures (0.15 per

21 Enfra, Table IX, p.54.
22 Infra, Table X, p. 55.



TAEBLE IX

'DISTHI BUTI °N OF STATE AND NATIONAL NEWS BY CATEGORIES
IN TAELVE WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS

(R

won e
m— -

1}

& Total Speae % Newa Space
Category | o

State Net'l Total State Nat'l Total
Economlie 0.3 0.2 0.5 0.8 0.6 1.4
Government 0.2 Q.3 4% Otﬁ 0.6 1-2
Soclology 0.2 0.3 0.5 0s5 08 1.3
Totels 0.7 0.8 1.5 1.9 2.0 3.9

nuwzmmm&mmm



METHODS OF PRESECTING THE NEWS Y FE RCENTACE OF

TARLE X

TOTAL SPACE IN TWEIVE WESKLY NEWSPAPERS

58

B

Category st;;::g;ht Column Editoris® Plotures Totals
‘Economle 5.4 0.2 0.1 0.5 4.2
Government 2.0 0.2 0.8 Qed 3.0
Soclology 22.5 2.3 05 2.0  27.3
Totel 8 27.9 2.7 1.1 2.8 34.5
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cent of the totsl space) than in stralght news matter (0.08
per cent of the total space).

Columns. The seocond most popular method of presents-
ing news in the weekly papers was by columns. It has been
sald thst nesrly every cub reporter on & weekly paper wants
to start by writing e aélumn. Whether he gets hls wish is
doubtful, btut, in the papers studied at least, it is cer~
tainly true thet someone writes the columns, one or more of
whioh were found in each of the papers atudiea;

Although far from approaching the strn&ghx'nawa math;
od of presenting the news iﬁ volume, columns nevertheleas
occupled 2,7 per cent of the total spsoce and 8.1 per cent of
the news space in the papers. The papers devoted from 0.4

per cent of their total spsce (in the Kaysville Weekly Re~- .

flex) to 5.9 per cent (Cobb County Ti es) to columnar mater-

ial,

The type of column found most often in the pspers was
that with short humesn interest paragrsphs concerning persons
and events in the community in which the paper was gubliahad.
Other types frequently found in the weekly papers were the
columns of lqual items and the columns concerning informaw

tion on sgriculture, politics, humor, etc.

Plotures. While Willey falled to cleasify plctures
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as & news source in his study, poasibly because of the ine
frequency of their asppearance, they cannot be slighted in
papers measured today because of that reason. Willey sald:
"The relatively few photogruphs reproduced in the weekly pa-
pers nmade 1t scem unwise to classify them furth&r.“aa

In the present study pictures oomipied 2.7 per cent of
the total sprce and 8.l'per cent of the news space in the pa-
pers,

Because of the low emstAof reproducing plctures from
mats one might think that & majority of the pletures grimtad
in the weskly newspapers would be thuse concerning state and
nationel events obtsined from mats sent out by plcture ser-
%1eeé; Another source of pletures which ocoupy spaae in
many weekly newspapers are from mata sent out by thé many
"oress agents™ and,adﬁortiaing sgencles conteining what
amounts to free advertising.

In the papers studied, pictures do not come from thess
sources. Of all the spacs occupied by pictures 91.8 per sent
were local plctures which infers that they were taken and
prepared for publicati on at the expense of the paper print-
ing them.

There were two papers in the present study, the Kays-
ville veekly Keflex (5.1 per cent of total space) and the

liesa Journal-Tribune (5.1 per cent) which devoted more than

T PXWITISY, op. clit., p. 47.



& per cent of their total spece in the six lasues of the
papers studled to local pictures. In both of these papers,
there wers more society pictures than any other type. An-
other paper in which pictures played a prominent part was

the Cobb County Times, mainly due to the number of plctures

used in publicizing a proposed rezoning ordinance to be

voted on by the e lectorate at = aﬁaaial election.

Editorials., HNone of the papers measured allotted

more than 4.4 per cent of 1its space to editorisls, with the
avera;e for the 12 papers at 1.1 per cent of the total space.
The Heron Lake News devoted 4.4 per cent of 1ts total apace

to this type of news. The Western Springs Tizes had no edi~

1tnriéla in any of the six 1ssues of that psper studied,

Boller plate., An indication that the better weekly

newspapers do not use boller plate 1s obtsined from thls

study. Only one paper, the lieron lLake News, used boiler

plate in sny form other then cartoons. #Hven in the Heron
Lake paper the use of boiler plate was negligible.  Although
this type of waterial was not measured as such, a few human
interest stories of national scope was noticed in the News,
and classi fied in the human interest category, under nation-
al.
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VIII. ADVERTISING

Advertising of all typea occupled 61.3 per cent of
the space in the papers studied. Walker, in an srticle in
the Juurnalism Quurtarly; g8l d that a 60-40 rahso‘ar.advérn
"t1sing to news was u_fuir prﬂpartiaﬂ¢2‘1f these figures can
_be relied upon then the ratio of advertising tb'ndws:in.ths
 present study 1is raiﬁij well proporti oned. [t
If, as Walker #t&s. papers which exceed th@vﬁﬂwia
ratio are open to thn §hnrgo of not glving full value to
- their subsoribers far'th@ir subseription dollsr, thén.aix
of the pspers used in this study can be so charged. _Theso
slx exceed the 60 per cent in advertlsing content by 0.7
per cent in the Covina Argus-Citizen to 13.9 per cent in the

liesa Journal-Tribune.

Types of advertising and the percentage of apace used
for each include: dispiay, 51.6; classified, 5.5 legal.'2¢9;

readers, 0.7, and promotional, 0.5.
o IX  MISCELLANEOUS

To make up the d fference between the to tal space in
the paper and the printed matter therein, a miscellaneocus
category was created which mcoounted for 3,2 per cent of all

the apece in the papufs. This included such items as white

24 Walker, G. C., "A Yardstick for the Measurement of
Country Weekly Service” Journalism Guarterly, VII:293-302,
December, 1930. , i
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apace, flags, mastheads, end like material which could not
be messured &s news or advertlsing, other than cartoons and

comics.
Xe SUMZARY

In summarising this chapter 1t can be said that a
large part of the news mabtter of the leading weekly papers
consists of local news, and that the majufiby of local news
was classified under %ha}soeialagy categorys. Types of news
which make up & large part of the reading matter in the
woekly papers are cmuatry‘cerroapaadenee, aonieﬁy, odncatién;
local 1tems, and sports in the sociology category, and busi=
ness in the economic category. Stralght news matter leads
all other methods of presenting the news, and display adver-

tising 1a the most common form of advertising used.



CHAPTER IV
RESULTS 2F QUALITATIVE SURVEY

A quantitative study of news stories 1s intended to

" show the amount of thé different kinds of news printed in
the selsoted newspspera. It is neceasary to o deeper into
fundamental Jjournalism practices in order to find out how
well the news 13 buiu&'w&i%ten from a Journalistic aiand»
point. This is the purpose of the qualltative study of
news stories in the selected papers whid was undertékan in
this chapter.

In the preceding chapter 1t was shown that the wesk-
ly papers included in this study printed more local news
than state or national newa. It was also shown that a
larger part of the news was classified in the soclology cat-
‘egory (26.8 per cent of the total space in the papers) than
in the economlc category (3.8 per cent) or the zovernment
category (2.7 per cent),

This chapter of the i#uﬁy takes up an entirely dif-
ferent method of newspaper analysis-«that of finding to
what extent the news writing was based on journalistic prin-
ciples as taught by practiocing Journalists and journalism
educators who have written textbooks on the subjects of news

reporting and news editing. The textbooks used for this
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purpose were selected from those used in course work and as
reference books by the faaulty-or'bha 8chool of Journaliam,
Montens State ’Gniyarsity.l

Among the princl ples taken into consideration were:

{1) The length of sentences and paragraphs.

(2) The type of news writing employed in the stories.

(3) The completeness of the lead--whetler it an-
swered the questions, who, what, when, where, how, and why.

{4) The proper use of words, figures of apeech, con=
clseness of the sentences, and the absence of bromides.

A study of the anlity of the news writing in the 6
1ssueas of each of the 12 papers included in the study showed
the followling results:

(1) #oat of the news storles excesded the established
maximum length of 20 words ?ar sentence, but remained well
wl thin the maximum paragraph length of 50 words established
as a standard for this study.

(2) The news stories followed the inverted pyramid
style of writing exaluaivaly, in the acocepted method of

1 Textbooks uanﬁ were: (eorge C., Fesstismn and Leland.

De (nae, Bditing th@ ay's News (New York: The iacmillan
Company, I0B2); stanley Jonnson and Julian Harriss, The
Complete Reporter (Nav York: The ﬁacm&llan Company, 1042);
Cur EI Do EE Dougsll, Interpretive artin (New York:
The Macmillan Company, I@Sﬁ? RoESrt News Cathere
§5£ and News wWriting (New York: ?renticewﬁall, NC+, 19406);
orman Js Radder and John E. Stempel, Newspaper Baiting,
Make~u¥ and hoa@linea {New Yorks MoCraw=i »onﬁ“@ﬁaﬁéhy,
NCey

‘.0




modern news storywriting in the ﬁnita& States.

{(3) The leads were usually complete in that they
answered all, or as many of the flve W's as the facts of
the story required.

(4) The leads and the atar&&a &3 & whole were not as
conocise aa they eoulé huvaSbwan, and space was~§nat§é:by'khe-

use of superfluous words and phrases.

| (6) host of the storioes were written with an under=
standing of the proper use of active and passive voles, and

flgures of speagh, as th‘éy & pply to news story wribingﬁ

Method of anslyszing. One story from each issue of
the 12 pspers was sel@étad for careful study. Because the
mos t important story of ench lasue usual ly appears at the
top of the right hand aelm of page one of the newspaper,
thias was the story selected for study.

Eéeh of the 72 stories thus selectsd for atudy was of
local origin. “hether 1%t was economic, government, mf* sociw
ology news, publishers of the papers studl ed here seemed to
be aware of the value of local news to their DR pers, as
stated in Chapter IIIﬁ‘i’his was further emphasized when it
was fourd that a locel news item was consldered important

enough to occupy the moe t important news position in each

of the 72 papers studled.

z Bugm, Table I, p. 24.
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Of the 72 stories, half of them were of .the buasineas
~and administrative categories, equally divided with 18 each.

Sports and sgriculture storlies each sppeared in the
most important news position elizght times., Politics and edu-
~oation stories appeared four times eachj starles dealing
with heal th, religion, and scclident appeared thres times
each, and humen interest, veterans' affairs, corime, and
Judiciary, once each. ‘

One subject seemed t o be predominent in seversl 1s-
sues of & particular paper., Various steps in t he establishe
ment and operstion of & junior college in Covina, (Calif, oc-
cupled the No. 1 position ?;m three of the slx lssues of the
Covina m&itiam.. Improvement of roads a;coupied a simi-

lar position in three issues of the Sumner Cagzette.

Only the Covina and Uakland papers failed to have ét
least one story concerning busineas mw the lead position in

any of the six i1ssues. The Weekly Reflex of Kaysville, Utah

was the only ‘papor in uhwha different news wumi wae used

for each lesd story in the six papers.

Sentence length. Rudolph Flesch, in his study, "The

Art of Plain Talk,” has found that 75 per cent of the adults

in the Unlted States have received the equivalent of an
3
el ghth grade education. The percentage drops to 40 when

3 Rudolph Flesch, The Art of Plain Talk {New Yorks
Harper and Brothers, 16487, p. 20
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applied to those adults who have received some high school
education. Flesch therefore azsumss that ths average pere
son reading nowspapara\in this country has eight years of
sehool trainmga‘ |

Flesch has also determined that the standard length
of sentences which those with an eighth-grade education can
read snd understand without diffioulty, 1s 17 wordngﬁ A
news story with an av#rﬁgu sentence length of 17 words would
be one best suited for a newapaper audience, according to
Fle sch's study.

In the present study the standard for sentence length
was set et 20 words., This allowed three extra words for per-
sonel references and e different method of ecounting senten-
ces used by Flesch in his atudy. In his yardstick, Flesch
gave credit for the number of times personal references were
made in the sentence. In counting sentences, Flesch counted
each phra#e set off by & semi-colon as one sentence.

The standard of 20 words per sentence used in this
study 1s still lower than Fleach's next higber category of

"falirly difficult" reading, or 21 warde per sentence.

4 Flesch'as f{gnrcs ere higher than .those of & report
made in 1944 by the Committee on Hducation of the United
Stetes Chamber of Commerce. This report, "Education, An Ine-
vestment in People” was compiled from U. S. Census figures.
It shows thet only 60 per cent of ths mdults in the United
States have the equivalent of an elghth grade education, and
that only 29 per cent have liad some high school educsation.

5 Fleach, op. eit.
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In the 72 papers studied here, ths average length of
: '8 pA ,
sentences 1n the news storle: was 23.3 words. This average

- was obtained from payera'whasc stories averszed from 15 words

per sentence as 1in thﬁ ﬁggoer County Freas to 27‘? wmrds per

3' ;fnantense as in the %mi»htmn Argus,

Beslides the Lapear paper, only two other papers, the
 Hillsbore Argus (19.6)»und the Mesa Journaluﬁw1bug§:(lv;4)

averaged below the agandar& of 20 words per aentaﬁou;7
All sentences of e news story should not be Qf“phw~
“same short length. 5ﬁort; jerky sentences should be avold~-
'cd as much as long, flowing sentences. One 1z as méhﬁéonnaa
" to the reader as the other.

A combination of short agntancau with langar'bnéa
which are simple and easily understood is preferable in a
news atory,? By yuﬁting‘thoaa two types of aanteneaef&au
gether end obtaining en overage of under 20 words a pleasing
effect is obtalined.

Of the three papers which were below the Z20-word

average, the Mesa Journal-Tribuns came closest to a style

of writing which meets the regirements of most of the writ
ers upon whose works thias study was based. The result was a
free and flowlng style which was voth :2asy to read and esasy
to understand. Each of the alx stories studled in the Yesa

€ Inlra, Table XI, p. 67.
7 Johnson and Harriss, op. clt., p. 44.
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TAELE XI

AVERAGE NUMPER OP WORDS PER SENTENCE, FARAGBAPH,
AND LEAD IN THE TWIZLVE PAPERS

: o Av. HNos ' Av. HNo. o AVQ'WHQQ'
Paper Words Fer  Peper #nrds Per Prper Words Yer
Sentence - Paragreph - Lead

 Mesa 17.4  Lapeer 313  Mesa 30.0

 Hllsboro  19.8  Cobb County 33.4 ‘Ka'ysvilla 33.8

© Cobb County 22.8  Sumner 3.4 Covina 36.0
- Oaklend 25,7  Govina 41.3  Cobb aaunty - 37.0

 Sumner 23,8 ' Hillsboro 41.8 &»ummr 38,0

. BHeron Lake  24.0  larchmont 42,6  Lavchmont 9.1
~ Covina 25.2 'Wutam Spgss 43,6  Hillsboro 4245
. Western Spga. 26,0  Oakland 49.6  Brightmn  43.8

 Kaysville 26,4  Kaysville 61.8  Oskland = 47.1

Larchmont 26.9  Brighton §3.0  Heron Laka 62.6
 PBrighton 27.7  Heron Lake  Edu6 Westorn 3p@8o 53,6

A1l Papers  23.3 42.8 39,7

prpae v

H

fuy
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paper contaln long snd short sentences slternating so that
usually not more than two of elther type appeared in se~

QUence.

The Lapeer County FPress used shorter sentences than

the Journale-Tribune but the ahort sentenced appeared too

frequently and resulted in a jerky style of writing.
Compars the following paragraphs from the Lapeer
paper with those from the Hesa paper,
From the Lapeer Smxntz Press:

Unprecedented demand had taken sll tidcets
for the Dairy Banquet early thias week,

No ticdkets were sold in Lapeer. The Cham-
ber of Commerce declded that farmers should have
all of them. Hany requests from farmers for tick~
ets have come in and have been impossible to fill.

Seats will be avallable for the program after
the banquet. Those wishing to attend are asked to
be on hand at 8315 p.ms The banquet snd program .
will be held in the Lapeer State iiome bsnquet hall,

The sale of 102 registered dairy animals
will begin st 10 o'slock Saturdsy morning. Ayr-
shires will sell first, followed by Cuernseys, Jer- \
seys, Brown Swiss and Holasteins.

The following number will be offered: . . .

Five heifer calves will be offered for sale
to 4-H members only. This number includes one Ayre
shire, two Jersey and two Prown Swiss ocalves.

The auctloneer is C. R. Smith of Pincsnging.
Bales manager 1s County Agent Stanley Mahaffy.

From the Mesa Journal-Tribune:

A carnival spirit will prevail at the July
24 program honoring LDS ploneers, with festivities
centering around the annual chuck wagon dinner, al-
ways & mejor attrasction, eand a nuwber of concessima
and booths.

A parade, scheduled at 5330, will start

8 Newa story from the Lapeer County Press, May 18, 1946.
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things off Wedrnesday evening., The parade will aa-
semble in back of El Fortal hotel and will follow
a route along ¥aln street to Robson where it will
return on Maln to Rendezvous Park. More than a
dozen floats have already been entered.

Two things denote a far better program this
year then lsst. For one, there will be a band in
the parade, Lane Few and company performing the
chore., For nnathar, the chuck wagon dinner w 11
"start on time," the quotes bLeinz those of Bill
Wright, chalrman, who wants to emphasize that the
dinner will commence promptly at 6:30 instead of
8 o'clock, aa was the case last yeanr.

There wi 1l also Le three serving lines ine
stead of two.

As usual, the youngsters will share the
limelight during the svening's sntertsinment, with
a number of events being arranged aapegiully for
them in the way of games and contests,

Th» di ffersnece in reading made by tha short, ahopﬁy
sentences on the one hand, and the steady flow of words in

a short sentence and & longer one, can be asen in the above

- examples.

The advantage which either of the above examples have .
over several paragrspha of long sentences is 1llustrated

helow:

From the Eﬁighton Argus:

A new plant of the [Detroit Reamer and Tool
Company, manufscturera of reamers and speed ocutting
tools, w11l be built in Brighton in the near future,
Fred Hyne revealed in an interview yesterday.

Meeting Monday evening the Irighton Business
Men's Assoolation epproved the granting of the re~
mainder of the asscslation's property in the rear
of the Frightone~Advance Corporation building, on the
condiition that the Detrolt compsny build a plent on

;”4“ ? News story from the Nesa Joarnal ~Tribune, July 18,
P46,
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the industrial site sometims in the near fubture.

Willis ¥Yoang, who has been largely instru-
mental 1n bringlng the new plant to Brighton, state
ed that the company plans to bulld an attractive
modernistic bullding, 60 X 120 feet, on the site as
soon &8s possible, Reoreational facilities for em-
ployses are included in the company's plans, he
added. :

Approximately 40 of the 50 men the plant will
employ will be drawn from the citizens of Brighton
and its environs, Xoung sald, while about ten men
will probably be brought here from the mother plant
50 act ax department heads. The company plens to
train local men in the highly apmeiali&oﬁ work of
making the reamers and cutting tools.-

Paragraph length. Journalism eiucators and practic~
ing Joarnallets all mention the necessity of short para-
grephs in news stories. The reason glven most often for
this is the need for a news story which will not discourage
the reader after a paragraph or two is resd because of the
ai1fficulty of reading long paragraphs.

When a figure la given for the maximum length of
paragraphs, it usually runs from 40 to 75 words, with 50
words per paragraph being mentioned the most often. For
this study, 50 wards is used as a standard for the maximum
averaze length of all well-written parsgraphs.

Like sentences, the longer paragraphs should also be
alternated with shorter ones. ~Faragraphs wl th approxi ately
the same number of words throughout a story meske that astory

sppear monctonoua to the eye.

T0 News story from the Brighton Argus, May 15, 1946.
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The length of the paragraph in the rews atory is a
mechanical and arbltrary conclusion, rather than a model of
rhetorle art. Unlty ef.thnught is not usually the rule in
‘determining tte length of s parsgraph in news writing. In-
stead, the length 1s datarminaﬁ byt
' (1) Hase of reading and comprehending.

(2) Attractiveness to the eye.

Short psragraphs serve a practical purpose 1n-mgking
:ﬁha,atmry essy to read. The width of e newspaper column
ususlly mekes a munogwmdue blur of type out of a long para-
graphs On the other hand, short paragraphs add whi. te spaoe
and in other ways aid in reading.

The purposs of good news writing is to attract the
reader and hold his attention throughout the story. Long
paragraphs tend to discourage a reader even before havhagﬁna,
resding & story.

Of the atories included in thls study, only 2 few were
found with very long paragraphs. Ihree papers averaged more

~ then 50 words per parugragh1v These were the Kaysville Weekly
Reflex (51.8), the Brightm Argus (83.0), and the Heron Lake

News (B4.6). Parsgraphs in the other papers ranged from an

aversge length of 30,5 (iesa Journsel-Tribune) to 49.8 words
1l
{Dakland Acorn).

T1 Supra, Table XTI, p. 67.
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The average number of words per paragraph for all of

‘bhﬁ papers included SJ! the atudy was 4248

Lead 9aragggphs; Tha average length of parugraphs or

. the utmmee muz‘lu&o& in the present study did not inelmda

| "‘”:"‘lead paragraphs. The luad in a news sty pex*t’cmms a mpa-»
rate funet&.m-«thw of summarizing the entire atwymmﬁ
~«ahwul& be aanaidorad.apurt from the boéy of the atury.

In most of ﬂheﬁoxtb@mka used as & basis rm‘f‘;oataba
~1lishing a atandard for tﬁa quelity of the news ste_:fiu,'uud |
- in the pressnt sﬁudy,{thoxﬁg‘um no mention of lead-lmgth
'c;aap*: that they ahouid‘bu brier. |

| _ A gtudy of the laadn which tha texthooks quote as gaod
vaxamples showed that th& longest leads averaged :5'7 words each.
Hone of the leads omnmé BO wrﬁa.ma. X Aramm, mnag,ing
‘editor of the Loulsville Times, has established an urbitrigyA

- rale for his wrinern 11mm1ng lead sentences to 35 words,

In the present study it was found thet only three of

| - the papers malntained a mximum aversge lead lenzth of below

35 words. These papers were the Lapeer County fress (24.1),

Megsa Jaurnal-‘rribuaa (30.0), and the i}_gavillo Weokly Rerlezxj

 (3346).

~———TIZ Textbsoks eontainingg leads from which this average
wag gomgutaé warse Warrua. Johnson and Harriss, and Bastian
an Ase,

13 Stem Ql, Opo cite, Do 53
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In two papers, the lieron Lako News and the Western

Springs Tises, lead paragraphs exceeded the satablished 50

word maximum for paragraph lengths. The average length of
lesd parsagraphs in thréa of the papers included in this
_study was 33.7, nearly thres words less than the average

length of the other paragraphs. In three papers, Cobb

County Times, Hillsboro Argus, and Western Springs Times,

the average length of leads exceeded the average length of
the other paragraphﬁ.
Followling 1s an example of a lead paragraph in the

Western Springs Times. It contalns 98 words.

~ The ggrfovmanas of "One Sunday Afternoon® by
the Lyttle Theatre of Western Springs at the Western
Springs Village club, November 21l-24, 1s the result
not alone of the people you see on the stage, The

-actors who tske thelir well-deserved Uows at the end
of the play might acourstely remind you of the fighte
ing men during the war who had {o have so many clvile
ian workers behind them to keep them supplied with
food, amsxnition, snd trensportation. Behind the
actors, too, 1s & goodly company of anaai2 workers
who have been on the job for meny weeks.

Although the sbove lead has many fsults, the moat
obvious one, which can be seen without réaﬁing the paragrapn,
is 1ts enormous length., Its length probably would discourw
aze & large number of potentlial readers from tackling the
story at all.

I{ Wews story from the Western Springs Times, November
15’ l9460
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A comparison of the papers, In Table XII an attempt

has been made to eomhpvﬁfro the standings of the papers in sen-
tenoe, paragraph, and lead langtha.léThll was done by:rnnkiﬂg
each paper in each test on & comparative basis and then finde
_Ang the average position of the peper in all thrn@‘taata COm=
bined, o 4

The lapser @suntxhﬁwoua ranked first 1in thi&j§Qmpari~

‘son by reason of the iéﬁaat number of words per taét@ﬁav,
the lowesat number affiérﬂs per lead, and the second lowest
number of words per g@fﬁgrﬁpk, fir an average paaitian,mr
1.3 e o

The Nesa Jaurniléwribune renked second with the lowe
‘est aversgs in words per paragraph and the second lowest
in words per sentence &ﬂé words per lead, for sn average of

14T :

. In this menner, the third best saore was made by the

Cobb County Times, with an average of 4.0, while the h&gbést,

or lemst satiﬁfactmry. score was made by the Brishton Argus
with 11,7, i

’ Table XII showed that the papers with the lowest num-
ber of words per sentence, paragreph, or lead wers usually
10& in rank in the other two categories. This was especlally
trus of the Mess and Ldpear papers wshich ranked first

' Ig T!ﬂla, Tﬂbl“ XII’ Pe TS
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TABLE XIX

COMPARISON OF PAPERS IN TESTS PO& LENGTH
OF SENTENCES, PARAGRAPHS, AND LEADS

Ave No. Ave Nos Avs No.
Paper Words Per Words Per Words FPer
o Sentence Paragreph Lead

'f'hap@or 1st 2nd lat : 1@3‘
. Hesa nd 1st 2nd 1,7
~ Cobb County  4th 3rd 5th 4,0

 Sumner 6th  4tn 6th 5.3

~ Hillsboro 3rd | 6th 8th 5a 7
. Covina 8th Bth 4th 5.7
 Kayaville  10th 10th ard 746

. oaklsnd sth 9th 10th 840

. Larchmont  1lta 7 7th 843
 Western Spgs. 9th B8th 12th 046
Heron Lake TR 12th 11ltn 10,0
Brighton 12th 1lth - otk - 11.6

s 12 s Ak . b B P A et o Rkt P e At A AP B
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second in all three categories, length of sentences, length
. of paragraprhs, and 1angth_at leads.

A similar correlation is indicated for the papers
which had the most words in one or more of the tests. It
~was found that these papers usually were velow the set stande
ard in all three, 1f they were deficlent in sy one of the

tests,

Hews story style. In the inverted pyramid atyle of

writing, the feature, or climax of the story is played up
first in the lead with the rest of the 1mpoftant facts fol-
lowing immedlately ﬂaaréarter-

MacDougall gives four reasons why newapapers in the
United States have adopted this form:

(1) . To fmcllitate reading. The resding mat-
ter of the aVerage Newspaper 1fﬁbrinted in bvook
form, would f1ll & large volume, The American news-
paper rsader hasn't time to read that much dally.
Neither 1s he interested in all of the articlss ap-
poarinf in eny newspaper. If the cliwax of each
story 1s at the beglnning, the reader can learn the
gist of the news shortly, and, 1f intereasted, can
continue to the details of the stories which attract
hime He should not have to read sny article to its
gonclusion to learn what it 1s abmt.

(2) To satisfy curiosity. <This is the nat-
ural way of E0111n§ an impor tant ltes of news. If
someone drowns whlle swimming, ths aversge person
would not begin by telling of the i.cident narrating
the dead parson's preparations for & vizit to the
beach with a group of friends. Kather he would tell
the important newa first-«John was drowned while
swli minge %hen he would relate the supplementary
detalls of how, when, and where 1t happened.

{(3) To facllitste headline writing. The
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headline consiats of the "key" words or their syne
oryms, necessary to give an 1dea of what a story con=
teina. If the story is well written, the headline
writer should not have to look beyond the first para~-
graph or two to find these words.

(4) To facilitate makeup. In rectifying s
page the mekeup edltar orten rinds it necessary to
sut the length of some articles. If the least im=-
portant details are at the end of a stary, ! ocan do
this without harming the story. 7The makeup edl tor
should feel free to cut eﬁ,l nary articl es without
consulting other sditors,

In the pspers studled here 1t seemed certain that the
writers of the storles were aware of this fundamental joumn=-
elistic principle, All the storiea were evidently written
with this style in miﬁé.v although some of them could un-
doubtedly have been 1@@5@0& upon. |

Not all news storlies in newspapers today are niﬁhan
in the inverted pyramid style of writing. In recent years
some papers, especiaslly the larger tabloids, have adopted
the chronologlcal form fér a large pert of thelr nwaﬁagw
writinge. By suspending the interest until the finallparn-
graph on some stories; the writer 1s able to entertain the
reader more effectively than had he divalged the point by
using the inverted pyramid.

At lesst one asbtory, the lead mragmgm of whioh wa&
quoted on pasge T3, was an at‘hmpt'by a writer to uase feature
story materisl in writing a atory of the "spot" news variety,
using the 1nvortedvp‘yram1d.17

I8 Eaolougall, ope. cit., p. 143.
- 47 Supra, lead from Western Springs ‘,I‘i;zse.s; pe 73
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The news stories used in this study followed the ac~
cepted principle for the most part, and could be improved
only by better writing.

The lead, Another method in which most of the news
- stories studled in this paper comformed to an sccepted journ=- .
alistic pattern was in the completeness of the lead para-
graph,

The leads usually, wat not always, answered as many
of the five W'as as the faots of the story masde necessary.
In every story but one, the questions what, where, when, anév
- who were snswered, The questlons why snd how were usually
implied, 1f not anawarod in worda.

One story which appeared in the Mesa Journal~Tribune,

the lezd of which was quoted elsevwhere in this chepter,

omits anawering the qu»st&em;wharm.laﬁaat readers of the pa=-
‘per wo:ld probably take the losation of the event cited for
granted, although it migzht have left & reader less familiasr

with the area uncertaln as to the location.

ﬂqwa vriting in the laad;. Host of the stories astude

fed for this paper could have been lmproved upon in some way
or another. The canon of zood news writing most often ig-

nored waa the lack of conclaeness, Other feults appeared

I8 Part of & story from less Journsl-Tritune, quoted
on page 62,
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less often. Misplaced emphasis, opinionated wrl ting, and
the use of trite expressions and bromides were fourd in seve
eral of the leads.
, Examples of auperfluous words in leads are quoted bew
lows Words which could be changed or omitted are under-
‘linad. 4 suggested method of improving the sentences is in-
sluded in parenthesis in some of the smentences.

" 4 » « this coming ¥riday and Saturdsy, Merch 14

. 19
and 15,"

' 20
" « '« o under vastly different conditions."

".e.e o which will get under way {at;gc);“

"o eos outstanding list of prizea.”

Mispiaced emphasis was discovered in several of the
lahdg’. In a large ndﬁb_e,r of these csse¢s the feature of the
= atory was burled in the lead because of the wordiness of the

one story, for instance, resd:

A aizoabla reduct1an in debt service working
againat sharp increases in sslaries and estimated
operati cnal costa has led to a . drop of §1.21 in the
tax rgﬁs for ths unincorporasted Town of Mamaroneok

5w

19 From the Brighton Arzus, March 12, 1947,
20 From the ansvillo‘%eaklx Reflex, May 16, 1947.

21 From the Hiileﬁra Argus, November 14, 1946.
22 From the Westem Springs Times, July 19, 1946.

23 From the Lnrohmont Times, Novemier 14, 1946.
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Unle ss the people of Mamaroneck are different from
those of most Americsn towns they are more interested in the
faot that the tax rate has dropped, and how much, than in
the reason for ﬁhat‘dﬁapi The information as printed in the
.. above example is nawa,.hé#uvor, and should be printed as
such.: The point maﬂn'héfn is that the drop in tax rates,
and the amount of the ‘_rééuetim, is the main feature ;nﬁ
shoald be plrced aa nakr the opening of tle logd sentence as
possible, » |

Anothey nxnmp1§ af;thst sppears to be mispleced eme
 phasis appeared inv%hé‘gggaville Weekly Reflex.

Three afficiﬁlé of the Davis cnunty Demooratic
organization were re-elected to office at a meeting

of the &raag held %aturéay in the court house at
?armingtmn. :

| The names of ﬁha threa re~elected officials, slung
._with somu newly elaateﬁ affieera did not appear in tha story
| vuntil tha aeamnd paragr&phv

Or this one frem the 34mner Ga%etfau

After being in session 2%~hnara the Sumner re-
count board, composed of Harry Rergman, chalrman, A. F.
¥iller and Felix Morf ruled that Chris Sansen was 2B
elected mayor of Qﬂﬁﬂ&? wgr, 25 by a vote of 162-151,°

Several wesks after the electlon whsn it was finally

determined who was to be meyor, the Gazetts lsts i%a raadera‘

~ 24 From the gggsville Weekly Reflex, lay 16, 1046.

25 From the Sumner Gazette, May 16, 194u. .,



81
walt until it gets through s secondary point and rehsshes
the names of the men serving m the recount board before
the readers are t0ld who finally won the election.

Editorializing in the leads wss evident in e number
of the news stories. Much of the editorializing was done
by the use of superlatives such as "well-deserved bows",

"enjoying & fine dinner"™ and butstanding list of prizes."

Thgré»wor@ a few examples of outrigit editorializing

such a8 was found in the Cobb County Times and quoted in
Chapter II of this atu&yaﬁgwha‘cabb county peper was found
to be the most persistent violator of thia rule of news
writing of sny of the twelve papers.

Another lead from the ¢obb County Times read:

The ocontroversy which broke out a few days
ago about who's been holdlng up who on the Marietta
hospital property has raaé%y started something and
the dirt is about to fly.

Some of the bromides and trite expressions which were

found in the leads of the 72 storias irnclude the following:
28 :

; 3
"scheduled to get under way."

off to & rousing start."

26 Supre, story from Cobc County Times, p. 18.

27 News story from Cobb County f{imes, November 14, 1946.

28 From Oakland Aéprn, January 16, 1947,

29 From Larchmont.¥imes, September 19, 194&.
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. 30
"one of the hotteabagerbs.es in history."

"hecame the mecca,.”
o B2

"big grid jamboree."®

“rostivities will start.”
T34

33

"freak acn&dant‘_s” |

Only & few of the deviations from good jwﬁnaiism
practice which were found in the 72 stories ntudm&" were 1n-
cluded in this ahnptor’ as examples, It should be g;gi:n:tod
- out that a majority of the stories were well-written ‘_s;;'nc.l
.,‘k_,‘aaldem more than one, if that, rule of good journsllism write
ing wes brokon in any‘v one story. Only in a few aiai*os;wam
leads so bedly witteh thaf. they would have to be ire«iv.rittan
" to conform %o the principles of the educators and practicing

newspapermen whose bodkiv‘om used as a basis for this study.

Summary. It w,ﬁs found in this chepber tha‘t tm avers.
&ga sentence length for all of the 72 papers was 23.3 words.
This is & little more then the maximum of 20 aatablisﬁed es
a standard of guality for this study. Only three papers,
the Lapeer County Fress, the Mesa Journal-Tribune, and the

30 From Cobb County Times, Kay 16, 1946,

31 Prom Hillsboro Argus, September 19, 1946.
32 Ibid.

53 Ibide

34 Ibid, January 16, 1947.
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Hillsboro Argus mmintained sn aversze sentence length of
less than 26 words.

The average length of paragraphs for all the papers
wes found to be 42,6 words, nearly 8 words less ‘than the
vmaximm of 50 words set as a standard of quality for this
study. In this test for paragraph length, the Mesa paper
had the lowest aversge {30.5 words per p@ugmph_}; with the
Lapser paper next (S1.3), and the Cobb County Times third

lowest with 33.4 words per paragraph.

The Kayaville ??aeklx_ Rifl.ox {61.8), the vavrighton_ Ar-
gus (53.0), and the leron bske News (54.6) all exceeded the
50 word meximum. | | '

The average number of words per lead in the papears
was 39.7. The standard for lead paragraph length was con~
sidered to be the same as the length of the other pﬂmgraphsg
Two pepers, the leron Lake News (52.6 words per lead) and

the Western Springs Times (53.8) were the only papers which

exceeded an average of 50 words psr lead, ,

Many of the papers sontained lesda which could be ime
proved upon from the standpoing of good news-writing, al-
though & majority of the deviations from stendard journslia-
tic principles were of & minor nature, The deviations were
seldom found in a large number in any one lead.

The news writing was of the inverted pyramid style
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following the sccepted method of writing storles of the
"spot™ news variety. The leadas ususlly snswered as many
of the five W's as were necessary. Good janrnaliaiic prac-
tices were often ignored through fsilure to be conocise and

the over-use of trite expressions and bromides.



CHAFTER V
CONCLUSIONS AND INTERPRETATIONS
I, COHCLUSIONS
REGAPI’I“JIATIG%% OF PROCEDURES OF ANALYRIS

In the prmeﬁing chapters of this study an attempt
was made to obtalr a atendard for the measurement of weekly
newspapers by means of a study of the news content of. 12 of
the leading weekly newspapers in the United States.

It was ascertained that a purely quantitetive atudy
of the contents of the papers, as had been attempted by a
few previous studl es, would not be suffiocient in setting up
thie desired atandar&.‘ A gqualitative measurement of the pa-
pers was therefore included with the gquantitative study. The
results of the study wers intended to establish & basis for
rating weekly newspapers.

Several steps wers established in order to complete
the qualitative study. In the first place it was necessary
to devise a method of c¢lassifying news content into a group
of selected categories. These were designed to sccommodate
all types of news matter to be found in the papers studied,

or in any other weekly newspaper,

Quantitative analysis. The method used in carrying
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out the objective of the gquantitative study was explained in
Chepter II, Four major categories were selected, ZEach was
sub-divided into strelght news matter, columns, editorials,
and pictures. Iy doing this 15 was possible to classify
news in its proper category no matter what form the news
might tgke when presented in the papers. A soclety wedding
pleture, for instance, was classified as soclety news although
listed as & pleture.s

Measurement of all forms of news was accampliih»d by
the use of the column inch as & unlt of measurement. The
number of inches in each category was reduced to percentages
of the total space in the paper.

The next step in preparation for the quantitative
measurement was to esteblish & uniform syatem by ﬂhichhthg
news stories could be classified in their proper aétegory«
It was found that headlines could not always be trusted to
give the proper subject of the story. Also, many atoriap
contained cross lines of interest, snd could properly have
besn claaslfled under more tlan one category. ib.iis found,
however, that one subject in esmch story was more predominent
than any other, When this sugject was sscertained the story
was classifled In the ocategory corresponding to that aubjeet»
No story was classified in more than one category.

Pinelly, the origin of the story was teien into cone

siderstion. If it was a local story, or given a local angle,
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1t was placed under local news, Stories originating within
the state outside of the trade territory of the paper, or
those originating outside of the stste were similarly seg-
regated.

Al though not related to a study of news content, ad-
vertlising was measured in all of the papers in order to es-
tablish a ratio of space devoted to udvbttlsing wth that

of news contente

Qualitative analysis. Chapter II also contains an

outline of the technique used in the quelitative analysis

of the news writing in the weekly papers studied. One news
atory from each of the 12 waeklﬁr papara was selected for this
part of the study.

The objeot of the quallitative study was to find to
what extent the writing in the papers conformed to the prinu
ciples of news writing teught by journalism educators and
practicing jJjournalists. Textbooks and reference books used
in the Montsna State University School of Journalism were
used as authority for tl» principles involved.

Host newspape rs practice the accepted pattern of plac-
ing the story of major lmportance in any psrticular isaue in
the upper portion of the right hand columm of page one. The*
story selected for the gqualitative study was tsken from thils
gaaltim in eagh paper.
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Factors taeken into consideration in thé study of the
quality of the news éﬁoﬁea found in the papers include:
(1) Length of sentences and parsg raphs. »
{2) Type of news writin; used,
(3) The completeness of the lead.
{4) The pmpgr'.i.xa;a of words in smtanaqs“
Practlicing journallabé and edugcators in 3ourna1iam al=-
most unnnmbualy agree on certeln fundamental prirciples of
news story writing. m#o principles are to be found in al-
most every textbook writton on the subje,‘e‘u:'af' repoéting,
Among the impar.tunt; canons of good news writing are
_several which were used as & basis for the analyéis‘ of the
quality of news writing found 4in the weekly papers used in
this study.
Authorities agrees
{1) That short sentences and paragrephs are desir-
able. Some even namé & maximum number of words which they
feel no sentence or parazraphs should excesd.
(2) That "apot" news stories should be written in
the inverted pyramld style of wrlting.
{(3) That all leads should answer as many of the five
Wi's as the information g};i";mn requires,
(4) That news stories should be written with a proper
understending of sctive and pmassive volce, figures of speech,

the elimination of bromides and trite expressions, and the
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elimination of unnecessary words in sentences.
MAJOR FINDIKGS

Summary of the quantitative survey. It was mentioned

in Chepter III that only by printing a lerge amount of local
news can & weekly rewspaper fulfill 4ts obligations to its
readers, Iliow well are those obligations fulfilled, regard-
ing local news at least, in 12 of the leading weekly newg-
papers in the United States?

It might be answered that the publishers of the 12
weak}.y newspapers are well sware of the lmportance of local
news. The study revealed thnt 96+1 per cent of the news in
the papers was of\ local origin. The ramaﬁ ningrﬁur per cent
was almost equally divided between state and nationsl news.

Local news was distributed throughout three of the
five ocategories, eoconomic, government, and soclology news,
The other two categories were advertlsing and art. A major
share (77 per cent of all the news) was classified in the
sociology category.

Hews of country correspondence, soclety, education,
and local items, all sube-categories under sociology, was
found to be moat prevalent in the papers, accourtiny for
approximately three=fifths of the news in the sod dlogy cate=
gory. The remaining two-flfths of the soclology news was
classified in the followlng sub-ceategories listed here in
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the order of their importence: sports, human interest, rel=-
igion, veterans'! affalrs, health, obituariea, amocident, crime,
and weather.

Economic news was second to local soclology in the
esmount of news apaes'oecupied in ths weskly pepera. Of the
total amount of news in the papers, ll.l per cent was econ=
omie news. IBusiness, under the economlc categary, accounted
foré:d per cent of the news in the papers; agriculture, 4.2
per cent, and lavor, 0.3 per cent.

Bight per ecent of the news apace in the weekly news-
papers was ococupled by government news, This was divided
among four suﬁneatsgoriaa as followss adminiaﬁrétion, 4.3
per cent; politlcs, 2.6 per cent; legislation, 0.6 per cent,
and judiciary, 0.5 per cent.

The papers showsd some consistency in the smount of
news uaod from each category. Eight of the twelve papers
were within 10 p#rasntége pointa of esch other in the smount
of space devoted to soclology nows. Two of the other four
were above, and two below, thigs rangé; The range of totsl
space in the papers devoted to news in the economic category,
with the exception of one paper (7.l per cent) wes from a
low of 2.7 per cent to 4.5 per cent. In the govemment cate=-
gory the range was from 1.3 to 7.2 psr cent.

The s tudy of the papers revealed that none of thse pa-

pers concentrated on printing news of state or national
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inportance. OState newe in the economic category amounted to
0.8 per cent of the news space in the papers. This was the
largest amount of news devoted to any me categoryin state
or national news. National news in the sociology category
_ocoupled 0.7 per cent of the news apaca. National news in
the economic category and in the government category occupled
0.6 per cent of the news gpace., State news in the socioloygy

category accounted for 0,5 per cent of the news space.

Summary of the &?nlitxtlve survey. The study of

sentence length revealed that the sentences in the 72 news
‘stariea averaged 23.3 words. The desirable stendard for
maximum sentence length established for this study was 20
words. This standard was established after a study of
Flesch's report on the educational level of the sverage
adult in the United Ztates,

In three of the papers, sentences averaged below 20

words. These papers were the Lspeer County Press (15.9

words per average sentence), Mesa Journal«Tribune (17.4),

and Hillsboro Argus (19.8). Sentences in the other papers

averaged from 2248 in the Cobb County Times to 27.7 in the
Brighton Argus,

Pérngrapha in the 72 papers made s somewhat better
showing in relation to the max1mum length of 50 words used
as a standard for this studys, The paragraephs saveraged 42.9

worda.
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Three papers exceeded the S50-word standard for para~
graph length. They were the Kaysville Reflex (51.8 words

per average parsgraph), Brighton Argus (53.0), and Heron

Leke Times (54.6).

Three other papers used less than 35 words per average

paragraph., 1They were the Mesa Journal-Tribvune (30.5),

Lapeer County Press (31.3), and the Cobb County Times (33.4).
Lead parsgraphs were analyzed separately from other

paragraphs in the study for length. It was found that the

average lead parsgraphs wers ahaﬁter than the other para-

graphs. Lead paragrrnphs aysrszed 39.7 words. The Lspeer

-Goun{z_?rsaa'(aé.l words per aversge lead), Mesa Journal-

Tribune (30.0),,'and.ﬂnysvilla Reflex (33.6) were the three

paperi with the lowest average of worda peér lead.

“he Heron Laie Times (52.6 words per aversge lead)

and the Western Springs Tines (53.6) exaeeded the 5O-word
standard set for paragraph 1ength in thelr leads.

With & fow exceptions the study of the leading weekly
newapnpera shows that they approsched or have attalned s
standard for sentence, paragraph, and lead length which
might be diffioult to fmprove,

There is little comment to be made on the conclusions
reached in the study of news story style. &ll the news
stories studied used the inverted pyramid style of writing

for their "spot" news atories. The use of this style is one



23
of the principles of news story writing on which all of the
textbooks agree. The use of the inverted pyramid has been
leasened somewhat in recent years by the larger tablold
deilies which have adopted the chronologlcal style to some
~extent.

The completeness of the lead, snswering sll guestions
in the lead which a reader might desire to know, was another
teohnique in whioch s majority gr the papers were proficlent.
In only one pa}:}er waa a‘maosskry mrt of the stary- omitted
from the leads

Of the principles of zood news story wﬁting, the
lack of conciseness was most often ignoreds In & number of
instances smtence length could have been.r educed consyider—-
ably, even possibly to a point where the average would have
been 8t or below the standard of 20 words per sentence, 1if
the wri ters of the stories had not Leen too wordy.

Wordiness in sentences was noted more often in papers
whose news atories were above the aversge in words per sen-
tence.

Miaplaced emphasis was a fault fourd in e number of
the leads. iost of these instances might have been due to
carelessnesson the part of the writer, rather than lack of
training in news story writing.

Other ocanons of good news wri ting which were broken

were editorializing, both by puffs end booats, and by outright
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expression of opinion, mad the use of bromides and trite
expressions 1ln some of the storles.
It should be emphasized here that many of the 72
stories were well written. If they cantginaé any of the
’abovo errors, these errors were few in number, and could be

eliminated by addltlional cﬁre on the part of the writer,
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II. PERSONAL INTERPRETATIONS

On the basis of the analysis of the 12 weekly news-
papers included in this study, several interpretetimas can
be drawn which shed some Llight on the performance of the se
" papers in presenting news to their readers.

Personal intarprotataon; oflthe silznificance of the
faots established from the study include the following:

(1) The 12 weekly papers performed a service to
their readers and their communities by printing & high pere
centage of news from local sources.

{(2) 1t appesred that too mueh effort was concen~
trated on "names", rather than on news which would ald the
reader in & better udlerstanding of his eommunih&.

(3) Of the four methods used in presenting the news,
ona, that of editorials, should be piven more attention and
care than 1t receives in the leadi ng weekly newspe pers.

(4) Some papers devoted too much of their aspece to
advertising, although the average for all pspers was close
to the mccepted 60/40 ratio.

(5) uost of the papers used sentences too long for
the avorage reader to understend with a minimum of efforsg,
on the basis of & selentific study by Rudolph Flesch.

(6) The 12 weekly papers contained short paragraphs
which ald in attracting end holding the attention of the

reader.
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(7) News writers did not pay enocugh a ttention to the

proper use of words and phrsses 1n thelr news story writing.

Cn each of thess points an elaboration of the intar=-
pretation seems necessary.

(1) The 12 weekly pepers performed a service to their

reasders and to their communities by printingz a high percente

agze of news from local sourcgess The amount of local news in

the papers studlied (96.1 per cent of sll news in the papers)
was exceptionally high‘ It eppeared to the writer that one
of the reasons fh@se papers were selected as outstanding
among weekly papers throughout ﬁhayﬂnitad States was Dbecause
of this large amount of local news,.

A statement made by C« L4 Allen, sand quoted in
Chapter III of this study, explains the ressan for the exist-
ence of the weekly newspaper. Allen said thst "only by |
giving the reader news of those persons and things with
which he comea in contact, and whioch have a bearirg on'his
life can ths paper accomplish its purpaaag”l

The growth of daily newspaper osirculatim nakes it
poasible for almost every rémily in ths Jnited States to
read & delly newspeper within a day or two at the most mfter
publicaﬁian. Recelving set smles have placed 131 million

\ 2
more radios in Ameriocan homes than there are telephones.

1 Supra, p. 34.

2 Morris Ernst, The Firat Freedom (New York: The Mac-
millan Company, 1946), P. 120.
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Weekly newspapers cannot hope to compete in the nationel
and foreign news~-gathering flields with well-staffed daily
papers and radio stations, each with one or more news-gath-
ering agencies aiding them in supplying the latest state,
national, and forelign news to thelr readers.

News from the small community field is left virtually
untouched by many of the dally papers and radio stations,
and here the weekly paper has & job of its own.s That job
is to supply local reacders with local news.

Many other reasons why weekly newspapers should print
local news are given by authoritles in the weekly newspaper
fleld. All mgree that local news 1s the type of news in
which the weekly newspsper should concentrste. Two of the
papers did not print even a trace of state news in the ;1x
1ssues their pspers which weéa included in the preaen? atudy.
Three papers falled to prinﬁ any natiomel news. Several of
the other papers printed only s short item or two of state or
mrilal sienificance, amounting in one paper to two inches
of space. “When a psper can ooncentrate to such an .extent
on local news, and place & local angle on state or national
news which the publisher feels is of interest to a sufficlent
number of readers, then the paper seems to have arrived at

an ideal situation.

S James Clifford Ssfley, The Gountgz Newspaper and
Its Operation (New York: D. Appleton &nd Company, E@SDT Pe34e
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(2) It appesred thet too much effort was concen~

trated on "namea", rather then on news which would ald the

reader in a Letter understanding of hia’ gommuni ty. Three of

. tie four sub~categories under which more than half of the
total news was classifled were country correspondence, soci-
ety, and loocal items., OUther types of news which recelved
much less attention included the subwcategories under econ=-
omie and those under govemment. .

It 13 this writer's belief that too much attention is
oconoentreted on the small one-paragraph items which meke up
the major part of those first three sub-categories mentioned
and not '@nmgh m the economic and sovernment news from whioh
the readers can leam"ind understand more about thelyr com=-
munity.

More effort should be teken to elaborate on what a
person iz doing in his every day life. It should not ’be
gsufficient to say "Farmer Smith brought a load of high-pro=
toln wheat to markef.” A story which would tell the reader
how the wheat got that way would be of much greater benefit
and probably have greater appeal to the readers.

It should be pcigtad out that the writer 1s entirely
aware of the vslue of one-paragraph items in the weekly

paper. It has been sal d that the "first great interest a
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man has is in himself, and the second is in hia neighbors.?
A large number of these items, however, could be improved
upon by msking atories of them, rather than in leaving them
a8 skeleton paragraphs.
| News of wusiness and govemment activities 1n the pR~
pers was found to be lscking. There is no evidence %o point
_ to the fact that news in each community wes not reparted

thoroughly, but the low percentage of news in such sub-cate-
:gorgss as business, labor, sgriculturs, politlcs, adminis-
tration, and legialation makes it epparent that 1ittls'effort
had been made to stress news of this kind. Many news stories
ean be obtained from perscnal interviews with business men,
farmers, laboring man; und‘othera.
Regarding labor, eapecially, the deficlency most

notlcenble. Only 0.3 per cent of all the news space in the

pspers was in labor news., This rsnged from 0.01 per aent in

the Lapeer County Press to 0.9 per cent in the lesa Journal-
T bune. <+t s evident here théi the'publiahere are walt-
ing for some labor strife vefore anything eoncerning labor
is printed. In such small towns, this might never never
happen. It would seem £o be equally important to print news

of labor-msnagement relstions which ere working as it is to

‘ 4 Charles Leurel Allen, ﬁountr%'Jaurnallqm {New York:
Thomas Nelson end Sons, 19288), ps 16.
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print the news of only those which have resulted in Aiffie
oculties.

Agriculture was listed aa an important source of reve
enue in all but two of the communities where the 12 leading
.- weekly newspapers are printed. Yet only 4.2 per cent of the
‘news apace in the papers concerned sgricalture noews. A sime
'111r situetion eziatad.i&th_bnﬁiaéaa news, and newa of cliy
and eounty government snd politics.

(3) orf kh&ffaur methods used in presenting theynews,

one, that of editorials, should be civen mare s ttention and

care than‘it'rgoaived in the leading weekly newspajers, The

‘space occupied by editerials in the papers amounted to 1.3
per cent of the entiréjapaaa in the papera. Roughly this
would amount to little more than a column per paper. The
whole story 1s not ﬁa&d by these figures, however.

Five of the papers averaged lesa than 1 per cent in
the total smount of spece devoted to editorials in six
issuea of each paper. One paper had no editoriels at sll
and one had less than & column in the entire six issues.
The 1urgoat amount of editorial aspace in any of the pepers
was in the lbarchmont Times (2.7 per cent of the total space
in the six papers) with the Sumner Gazette devoting the next
largest emount of spsce to editorials (2.6 per cent).

Some country editors téday feel tiat writing and
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printing editorials 18 a waste of time and space, These
publishers seem to have forgotten, ‘tamporarily, at le adt,
that the weekly newspaper as well as the daily newspaper
:h'aa long been active as & leading force for the betterment
of the community.

The editorial is one of the most effestive ways# in
which to bring & matter to the apecial attention of the read;-
ers of a paper. The editor injects his personality and his
thoughts into & well-written editorial, and 1t is this per-
sonal touch which makes the paper one which commands atten-
‘tlon. o

It appiczrs to the writer that publiahéra of the weekly
papers which have no i‘iteiy edi torials are neglecting & maje-
or functim--that of community service, Nearly every problem
- which comes up for cmm;?xit-y discussion, and there .}&re many,
| ‘daaa'r.vas the editor'i 'oﬁmb;t"ul attention. The pnpi’t‘r,ls‘. exX=
pected to be the means éf putlicity for community projects..
wiich need cooperiative effort and organization. 1In matters
which need sareful lesdership thé paper, through 1tz edltor-
m‘ls. is expected to take that lead.

For the most part the edi torisals which were found in
the 12 leading weekly newspapers concerned local subjects.
For this they ahéulé .be commended, for there is nothing less
interesting than weekly paper editorials which do a hap-
hazard job on subjects which have previously been discussed
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by experts in edltorials in the delly papers.

(4) Some papers devoted too much of thelr space to

edvertising, although the averaze for sll papers was close

to the mccepted 60/40 ratlo. In the papers studled advertis-
' ing occuplied an.uvarags_af 6l.3 per cent of the total spsace,
vwhile the ramaindar of the space was devoted to news and mis~
cellaneous material. If sach psper maintalned thié»avéraga,
or nearly so, there wéﬁid'ﬁa no need to comment. Unfortun-

ately, a wide range of figures made up the final average.

Advertising injth@ 1arshmanb Times eeeupieﬂ,ﬁnly 40.1

per cent of the total space. In the Mesa Journal-Tribune

- 74.9 per eent of the space in the six lssues was used for
advertlising. .

The paper whidh exoeeds 70 per cent advertising 1s
aﬁan to the aéeuaatiun of not glving the resder full value
for his money.

: Because advertising revenue 1s the lifeblood of the
newspaper, and circulation revenue only pays a amall portion
of the cost of productim, advertising ﬂhﬂﬂ%ﬂ occupy a major
part of the space in the paper. Forty per cent news to 60
per cent advertising seems to e a fairly loglical distribu-
tion of the space in any wee:ly newspaper. This figure
should be elastlc enough to allow the publisher to ralse the

prayortién of advertising occasionally without increaaing the
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number of pages 1f advertising should run exceptionally
heavy during certain weeks out of a year.

In the papers studied, only the Hese psper exceeded
an average of 70 per cent. In two papers advertising ooocu~-
pled from B0 to 60 per cent, snd in slx papers advertlsing

‘ran between 60 and 70 per cent.

(8) Most of the pspers used sentences too long for

the averags ma&er ?-bq understand with a minimum of effort,

on _the basis of a selentiflc study by Rudolph Flesch. As
‘lmg as newspeper stories are written for the purpose of ate
| ‘tra}atlmg and holding the reader's attention, the writer
should bear m' mind that they must be written so tzﬁey‘ cen be
read with a minimunm of effart. Too many stories are written
with the idea of getting everything possibvle into one sen~
tences

The conclusion that sentences which exceed 20 words
in length are too long comes from & sclentific study of the
eéuaat.i anal level of newspapser readersa, and the length of
sentences whieh they ¢an resd with a minimum of effort. Ac-
cording to Fudolph Flesch, the average adult in the 'ﬁnitsd
States has the equivalent of an elghth grade education. The
length of sentences which elighth graders can read with a
minimum of effort are those of 17 words or less, with per-

sonsl refersnces counting as less tban a full word, In this
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paper, a standard of 20 words was set as the minlmum length
for the avera.e newspaper sentence.

Sentences in the storiles in this study averaged 23,3
‘words per sentence, and ranged from a low of 15.9 words per
~ sentence to & high of 27.7. Only thres papers averaged below
| 20 words per sentence in their news stories. The other nine
can be said to have nanﬁenaea in their stories which are too
long and difficult for their readers.

It is not difficult to produce short sentences in
news writing, With a little concentration toward that end
it would seem that all papers concerned would be able to

produce the deslred results,

(8) The 12 weekly rewgpspers contalned short pars-

graphs which aid in attracting end holding the attention of

the resader. ¥With the ald of textbooks on news writing, s

meximum figure of 50 words was established as a desirable
stmd&rd for the length of news paragraphs. As was puinted
o»{it in Chapter IV, too~long paragraphs detrsact from the ape
pearance of the story and ceuse the would-be reader to shun
them., If he 1s still desirous of reading the s tory the long
paragraphs would csuse him difflculty because of the poor
legitility ceused by erowding a monotonous mass of printed
words together.

The average peragraph length for all the papers in-
eluded in this study was 42.6 words. Only three papers
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exceeded the 50-word stendard, Three other papers kept para-
graph length below 38 words.

As a result of the short length of paragraphs, the
newspapers included in this study presented storlies which
_ were attractive and 1nvii:ing to the eye, and leglble enough
to be read without 4ifficulty.

(7) News writers d1d not pay enough attention to the

prﬁger use of words and phrasas in thelr news story writing.

One of th- faults moat obvious to the writer of thda\atmdy
in the news #z’i ting of the 12 weekly papers was the -uéa of
superfluous words, and the uae of trite and worn-out ex-
pressions., |

Hot all of the writisgy contalned these erroras. The
few stories that did contain them could be improved upon by
the use of simple, stralght-forward news writing for storles
of the same nature. It is this writer's aantantiaé that
each news story should simply be welle-wyitten. 4Any apparent
ei‘fort on the part of the writer to meke a story stand out
by the use of superfluous words, worn-out adjectives, end a
few editorial puffs should be omitted. Let the resder de-
clde for himself whether & story deserves the space 1t gets

in the paper.
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FINAL SUMNMARY

In seleoting the pmpers from which the standard of
quality and content for weekly newspspers was derived, the
winnera of the annual ‘mttor Hewspaper émt“tz conduocted by
| the Nationsl Editorial Association were chosen as a repre~
sentative group of the iwnt weekly newspspers in the United
States. |

It was not expscted that these papsrs would bs pere
feot from a news content and quality viewpoints Papers whioh,
in the future, are revised or analyzed to met the findings
of this study will not necessarily be good newspupsrs merely
besxase they ocontain km ssme proportions of news um.eh thess
newapspers sontelned. There are many other fastors in news-
paper opsration besides news writing which have to be con=
sidered in obtaining allearound excellenoce.

By saalyzing the results of this study, however, s
publisher might be able to improve the content and quality
of the news writing in his paper and thereby make some prog-
regs towards obtaining s better paper. .

This study has pointed out that the papers represented
are among the better weekly newspapers in the United States.
As such they were used as a standard of quality and content
on the basis of which other papers may be judged. It is ape
parent that even these papers oould be improvi:l.
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Iooal conditions affect the quantity and quality of
news writing in any weekly paper. The remedy for some of
the defects caused by local conditions depends upoen fectors
for which a study of the present type has no solution, Among
_these might be the avallability of trained reporters, a bude
get which might not permit the hiring of sufficlent trained
reporters, a bias on the part of the publisher or reporter
towards certain kinds of news, and pressure from outside
which might 1imit the scope of the news presentations In a
study of the present type local enhaitzopa such as those
mentioned must be hak§a &n$a socount when aypiyias-earrtaﬁa
ive measures te the news wiiting in weekly newspapers.

Other defects in the papers studied can bs remedied
by the publishers if they are sware of them. Ihpee of these
defects stand out above any others in the papers studlied.
They aret

(1) Laek of balance and variety smong oertain cate-
gories in the news stories.

(2) »Qvartmyhnuis and wordy news writing.

{3) Insufficlent emphasis on editorials,

A lack of variety in news stories 1s evident capoaiuiw
ly in the economle snd government ocategories. Additlonal
sffort by reportsers could produce news stories of as much
interest to the rasder as stories now ocarried and, at the

same time, of greater value to ths community as a whole,
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A solution for this problem might lie in training writers to
handle the more complicated news; to exeroise better judge
ment of news values, and to use greater imagination in the
seloction and coverage of news sources. s
‘ “If the pérﬂam-igiking the pews could learn ha*?eaog~
nige the vazno'af'whaﬁ_hi'andﬁ and hears, to obtaln Lnfore
mation from the moat reliabid souroe, and present 1t Ee the
reader in the most affiaiunh manner, news in the waﬁkly
papers might be more axtistuoﬁarily balsn ged.

‘The need for impravaamt; in writing 1s indl mhod by
the long sentences and the lsok of clear and soncise rews -
stories which appear in sase of the papers. o

In some of the stories it was evident that more care
on the part of the reporter in writing the news stories
would remedy many of the d&fficultles. All stories should
be copyread csrefully to eliminate mpﬁrﬂﬁma words, trite
expressions, and long sentences. ﬁue& ectl on would make
stories not only more inbaraating ba‘eha reader by slso
sasier for him to read and understand.

Papers shich carry only ocossimal editorials are in
danger of losing what influence they posasess 1# the commun~
1tys In his use of editorials the editor utilizes his greate
est opportunity to support civic organisations and Luprovew
ments, Readers learn to depend on the judgment of the edi-

tors They are snxious to learn his opinion on publie -



affaira. It 18 the editorts duty to weigh all sides care-
fully in print snd support the one vhich he thinks will be-
the best for his community.

That & newspaper which does not sarry editorials should
bs ohosen in a nationwide contest for genersl excellence was’
surprising to the writer, The judges of the Bether Newapaper
Contest were not setting sufflolently high stendards for this
phase of editorial responsibility.

Several reasons were evident why these. papers were
chosen to represent the best weskkly newspapers in the ‘Imunma
States. A large part of the news is of looal origin. Most
of the papers use losal pioctures to illustrate the news.
Boiler plate was almost absent from the pepars, With fow
exceptions, editorials conaerned local subjectas, A large
part of the news writing wes conoise and easy to resd and
understand,. |

Pactors involved in improving news writing in weokly
papers are am\lym‘tn this study. “lso presentad here ave
the methods by whioch news is presented in national contest
winning papers.. Careful snalysis and application of these
results should produce better weekly newspspars.
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