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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION

The Montana Congress of Parents and Teachers, which was offia
cially organized in 1915 and reorganized in 1922 after a period of
inactivity, has made a steady growth in membership and number of units
since its inception. That the almost universal attendance increase in
the public schools of Montana has occurred during approximately the
same period as that of the expansion of the Parent-.Teacher movement
naturally raises the guestion, 'What impact has the Parent.Teacher
Association had upon Montana educationi" If there have been important

influences, what resultant effects in communities are apparent?

I. THE PROBLEM

Statement|2£ the Problem

The purpose of this study has been (1) to investigate and report
the history of the Montana Congress of Parents and Teachers; (2) to
endeavor to determine the influence of this organization upon Montana
education; (3) to learn how the practices and policies of the National
Congress of Parents and Teachers have been activated in Montana; (4) to
give due recognition to those Montana leaders and followers--the parents
and teachers~-whose persistent and unselfish efforts have contributed to
the growth of the Parent-.Teacher Association,
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Importance of the Study

BEducation of children is never static. In the United States of
America, many forces from the areas of philqsophy, psychology, sociology,
geography, economics, political science, Jjurisprudence, science, and
education have shaped the patterns and destinies of schools in the
twentieth century. The home, among other influences, has also had
tremendous impact upon the schools of the nation--curriculum, teacher
training and certification standards, finance, educational materials and
texts, physical facilitles, co-curricular activities, policies, and
philosophy. "The culmination of the belief that the welfare of the child
should be paramount was the formation of the National Congress of Parents
and Teachers in 189?."1

The National Congress of Parents and Teachers has formulated
basic principles and fundamental policies which provide the recommended
keystones for local, district, and state PTA organizations. During the
sixty-five years of its existence, it has made important achievements
through its action program,2

The action program of the National Congress has found expression
in every state. Little has been done in the field of research into the
history and growth of the movement in Montana. Has the Parent-Teacher

Assoclation had an influence upon education in the State? To what

lNCP'.I?. Founders' Day Pﬂhiet

2See Appendix A,
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extent have the guiding principles of the National Congress found expres-
sion in this movement? What comparisons may be made between the growth
of the PTA in Montana (from 550 members in 1922 to 32,303 in 1963) and
the increase in populationt Has the extension of our elementary,
secondary, and higher educational systems been influenced? What influ.
ences-=industrial, educational, or other-.may have contributed to the
development of PTA in Montana?

It shall be the aim of this thesis to seek answers to these and
other questions which may present themselves during the study and

recording of the history of the Parent.Teacher Association in Montana.

Source of Data

Data for this study have been secured from files of the Montana

Parent.Teacher, the Montana Education Journal, National Education

Assoclation Journal, reports of former historians of the Montana Congress

of Parents and Teachers, microfilm files of the Great Falls Tribune,

Biennial Reports of the State Superintendent of Public Instruction,
programs of the Montana Teachers® Association3 and the Inland Empire

Education Association, early issues of The Butte Miner, the Helena

Independent, Montana Reco;d ﬁéfai&, the Bozeman Daily Chronicle, pub-

lications of the State Board of Health, and the minutes of the secre-
taries of the Montana Congress of Parents and Teachers, Published

reports of the meetings of the State Board of Managers; printed programs

3Predecessor of the Montana Education Association.
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of the local units, district conferences, state conventions, and
workshops; news items of the many activities carried on, together
with the publications of the National Congress--manuals, proceedings,
and pamphlets; and interviews with present and former state officers
and educators have also been fruitful. Finally, a questionnaire was
malled out from the State PTA office to.the more than 300 units in
Montana requesting information., The follow-up to the questionnaire of
the historian has been aided by the editors of the Montana Parent-

Teacher who published lists of units which had responded and by state
presidents of recent years who reminded local units of the importance
of sending answers to the questionnaire.

Because some local units have never appointed a historian or
have lost early records through fire, misplaced minute books, and
discarding by superintendents, some inaccuracies may have inadvertently
crept in, However, every effort has been made to verify data, and if
there is conflict in reports, notations.in the footnotes calling
attention to discrepancies have been included. The highly subjective
nature of much of the source material has made interpretation of trends
somewhat difficult.

Investigation has thus far.shown that few if any comparable
studies have been made in other states which would permit adequate

comparison of the findings.
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II. DEFINITIONS OF TERMS USED

The Parent-Teacher Manual which is sent to all units for use

of the officers states:

The use of correct terminology in referring to the various
subdivisions of the parent-teacher organization and to parent-
teacher activities promotes a knowledge of their structure and
functions and prevents confusions and misunderstanding. The
following terms have been adopted by the National Congress as
correct.

Local Parent-Teacher Association

1. The (name) Parent-Teacher Association. The initials
P.T.A. are frequently used for the sake of brevity.

2. Local unit; Congress unit; Congress asgociation are
general terms that apply to any local Congress organi-
zation. Note: Circle, league, society, club, and
chapter are not Congress terms.

3. Study-discussion group or study group is the general
title used to designate a group of Congress unit
members who meet regularly for study and discussion
of subjects related to the aims of the organization.

Council

1. The (name of city, county, or area) Council of Parent-
Teacher Associations is the preferred title for a city,
county, or area conference group of Congress units.
Note: League and federation are not Congress terms.

2. A Council is a group of Congress parent-teacher asso-
ciations organized for conference and cooperation.

3. President is the customary title of the first officer
of the council.

L
Parent~Teacher Manual, Section 1, 1957-1958, pp. 10-12.
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District or Region

1. A district or region is a geographical division of the
state, set up Tor convenience in administering State
Congress affairs.

2. Districts or regions are usually designated by
number, as the Ninth District or Region; or by
location, as the Southeast District or the North-
west Region,

3. District or regional conference (not convention) is
the term us or the semiannual, annual, or biennial

meeting.

4, District president, %ggional president, district director
are the titles most frequently used to designate the
first officer of the district or region.

State

l, The Montana Congress 3£ Parents and Teachers is the name
most generally used to designate the state organization.5

2., The term state branch indicates the relationship of the
state organization to the National Congress and should be
used only when emphasizing the idea of branch relationship.
The forty-eight state congresses, the District of Columbia
Congress, and the Hawail Congress are branches of the
National Congress. -

3. The word state 1s often used in a Congress publication to
refer to the area from which an organized branch of the

National Congress of Parents and Teachers draws its
membership,

k., state board of managers [sic] 6

5. State executive committee [sic] . The term executive board
is used only when the State has one representative body
instead of both a board of managers and an executive committee,

5In this thesis, MCPT is used for brevity.

6In this thesis, State Board is used for brevity.
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6. Bulletin (not magazine) is the term used for the periodi-
cal of the state congress., Magazine is reserved for the
National Parent-Teacher, the official magazine of the
National Congress.

7. State office is the term used for the state headquarters
of the state congress.

National

1. National Congress of Parents and Teachers. The Congress,
the National Congress.’

2, National Board of Managers, or National Board.

3. National Executive Committee.

4, National standing [sicl Committee on (Membership). National
chairman [sic] of the Committee EETTMembershiﬁj.

5. National Headquarters is the term used for the building
that belongs to the National Congress. It is located at
700 North Street, Chicago 11, Illinois.

6. National Office is the term used for the business office,
which 1s located in the National headquarters.

7. Congress publications is the term applied to all books,
pamphlets, booklets, and other materials published by the
National Congress,

8. The P.T.A. Magazine (changed from National Parent-Teacher:
The P.T,A. Magazine) is the official magazine of the
National Congress. It is published monthly from September

through June, Anyone may subscribe to it,

9. The National Congress Bulletin is a monthly news bulletin
sent to each local president, It is also sent to others
on a subscription basis,

7In this thesis, NCPT is used for brevity.
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Parent-Teacher Membership

1. A person joins a local Congress unit,

2. A Group organizes as a Congress unit or becomes a Congress
unit by harmonizing its bylaws with State and National
Bylaws and paying State and National portions of member-
ship dues for each member. These groups are in membership
with the State and National Organizations.

The expression "Jjoining the State Branch and the National
Congress" is not used for groups, since only individuals may
join the organization,

Affiliate and federate are not Congress terms and are not used

to designate the relationship of local units to the State
Branch and the National Congress.

III. PREVIEW OF THE REMAINDER OF THE THESIS

The remainder of this thesis is divided as follows: Chapter II
gives a brief outline of the history of the National Congress of Parents
and Teachers, its objects, principles, and policies. Chapter III records
the early history of the PTA movement in Montana from 1915 to 1918;
Chapter IV, 1918 to 1922; Chapter V, 1922 to 1931; Chapter VI, the period
of rapid growth and development from 1932 to 1945; Chapter VII, devel-
opments since 1945, Chapter VIII gives a brief history of the Districts
in Montana; Chapter IX, of the City and County Councils. Chapter X

- deals with the State PTA Scholarship Program; Chapter XI, the work of
the State Committees; Chapter XII, the Leadership Training Workshops;
Chapter XIII, the Bulletin. Chapter XIV attempts to look into the future
of PTA in Montana in the light of its past history, and Chapter XV

presents a summary of what has been attempted in this thesis.
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LIMITATIONS
This study is limited to the history of the Montana Congress of

Parents and Teachers, with special emphasis on the early years of its
existence from 1915 through 1945, Since the writer has served in vari-
ous capacities as a district president, state chairman of the National
Headquarters Committee, state treasurer, and state historian, the years
from 1945 to the present have not received the attention deserved for
several reasons, the main one being the difficulty in making purely ob-
Jective evaluations. Furthermore, certain areas of information have not
been available at this time because of incomplete files of the Montana

Parent-Teacher in the Library of Montana State University in Missoula

and the Historlical Library in Helena, certain contradictions in the
file of the State PTA historian, or lack of access to needed records
such as reports of state officers. Finally, since some newspapers are
preserved only on microfilm, clear reproduction for illustrations has
been difficult to secure.

A further limitation for an accurate study of recent years is the
great quantity of certain types of materials, especially inspirational

brochures, articles in the Montana Parent-Teacher regarding work of the

various commit£ées, and promotional activities, all of which will need
accurate evaluation and the sifting of time to separate the important
from the trivial., Some future historian may have the needed perspective
to do Justice to the years from 1945 to 1964,

The following item has influenced punctuation:
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"NOTICE
TO: State Bulletin Editors
State Presidents
State Officers

FROM: Mary A, Ferre, Administrative Assistant
National Congress of Parents and Teachers

RE: Removal of periods from letters PTA

Hereafter, please omit the periods whenever the letters PTA are
used. As new publications are prepared, will you please be especlally
careful to see that this change is made.

The decision to drop the periods was,made after the 1962-63
Parent-Teacher Manual was published.“8

The Appendix contains excerpts from unpublished speeches of past
state presidents; of newspaper items found only in microfiim form in the

library of the Great Falls Tribune, the State Historical Library at

Helena, and the Montana State University Library; unpublished manu-
scripts and letters, and other primary materials such as that taken
from the early minute books of the State Board of Managers, the Montana

Parent-Teacher, the MEA Journal, as well as the reports of the State

Superintendent of Public Instruction. While it is impossible to give due
recognition to the many who have worked to build the Montana Congress, the

list of district and state presidents forms a brief '"Who's Who in Montana

8First notice in Montana Parent.Teacher, December, 1962, p. 2.
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PTA," for as Emerson once said, "An institution is the lengthened shadow
of one man,!" so we may paraphrase by saying the Montana Congress of
Parents and Teachers is the lengthened shadow of faithful parents,

teachers, and leaders.
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CHAPTER II
THE NATIONAL CONGRESS OF PARENTS AND TEACHERS

The organization meeting of the National Congress of Mothers,
held in Washington, D.C., February 17-19, 1897, attracted 2000
interested people. Mrs. Theodore W. Birney was elected president and
a national office was opened in the Nation's Capital, The following
year a constitution and set of bylaws were adopted. Mrs., Birney
continued as president until 1902 when she resigned and was succeeded
by Mrs. Frederick Schoff.

During the elighteen years Mrs. Schoff served as national presiw.
dent, twenty-eight state congresses were organized. Publication of

the National Congress of Mothers Mﬁgazine was begun in 1906; the name

of the group was officially changed to "National Congress of Mothers
and Parent-Teacher Organization®" in 1908,

The headquarters building in Washington, D.C. was sold in 1920,
the year Mrs., Milton P. Higgins became head of the National PTA, and
space for the national office was rented from the National Education
Assoclation., During her administration the oak tree became the offi-
cial emblem. Also, Columbia University offered the first course in
parent=teacher work during a summer session,

By 1924, since so many men were participating in the work, it
was deemed fitting to change the name to "National Congress of Parents

and Teachers."” Mrs., A. H. Reeves was president from 1921 to 1928.
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In 1927 the national convention voted that Founders' Day gifts would
be divided equally between the National Congress and state branches.

The first textbook on Congress work, Parents and Teachers, by Martha

Sprague Mason, was published in 1928, the year Mrs. S. M. N, Marrs was
elected president.

Impetus to the parent education program was given in 1929
through a grant from the Laura Spelman Rockefeller Foundation.

Seventeen colleges conducted parent-teacher credit courses. The
Seven Cardinal Principles of Educationl were used as the basis of the
national program. Emphasis was given to the formation of county
councils,

Mrs, Hugh Bradford was the last president to serve two terms
(1930-1934) for the bylaws were amended in 1934 to provide for a three-
year term instead of two-year term of office, with no second term.

Local units were urged to expand services so children would not suffer
during the financial depression.

In 1934--Mrs, B. F. Langworthy was president--the first series
of nation-wide radio broadcasts was begun in cooperation with the
University of Chicago and the National Broadcasting Company., The NEA
commended the PTA for its efforts to save schools during the depression.
By 1936, the state congresses were grouped into eight regions to provide

greater opportunity for parent-teacher service,

1See Appendix AA, p. 287, ff,
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A three-year administration theme--"Life, Liberty and the
Pursuit of Happiness'"--was chosen by Mrs. J. K. Pettengill, the
newly elected president in 1937. Among the important steps taken
ware the adoption of a state president's pin, adoption of a check list
for approval of state bylaws, and moving the national office from
Washington, D. C. to Chicago, Illinois.

When Mrs. William Kletzer assumed the presidency in 1940, all
historical data of the Congress were bound and placed in permanent
files of the Katharine Chapin Higgins Memorial Library in the national
office. A nine-point permanent platform was adopted, as was a national
defense program., The first nation-wide Founders'! Day broadcast by the
National Congress president was arranged through the courtesy of the
Columbia Broadcasting system.

For several years, Congress activities were profoundly influ-
enced by World War II. Units were urged to cooperate in the war effort
and, in 1943, the National Congress.convention was canceled because of
wartime transportation difficulties. Mrs. William A. Hastings was
elected president at the National Board meeting., A convention was held
in 1944, but was again canceled in 1945,

The PTA was chosen one of four educational associations to send
representatives as consultants to the U.S. Department of State delega-

tion at the United Nations Conference on International Organization in
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San Francisco, where Mrs. Hastings served as one of the educational
consultants, Two universities--Iowa and Northwestern.-had workshops
on PTA concerns, home-school cooperation, and language and reading
problems in post-war America,2

After the annual convention in Denver, 1946, when Mrs. L. W.
Hughes was elected president, the National Comgress was one of 50
organizations appointed to a national commission to advise the State
Department in regard to UNESCO (United Nations Educational, Scientific,
and Cultural Organization.) All units were urged to concentrate their
efforts on a four-point program: school education, health, world
understanding, and parent and family life education. The National
Board of Managers recommended that college graduates with full profes-
sional training be given $2400.00.as a minimum beginning salary in the
teaching profession.

The Golden Jubilee was observed on Founders! Day with an inter-
national radio broadcast in which the Canadian Federation of Home and
School and the Home and School Council of Great Britain joined with the
National Congress for the occasion, During this same year (1947) nearly
3000 kits, valued at $75,000, filled with personal and classroom
supplies, were shipped to teachers in war-devastated countries. The

following year CARE packages and courtesies to exchange teachers were

ZAppendix AA, p. 287, ff.
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among the international educafion projects by local units. In the
years of 1947 and 1948, a cooperative project was established at
Northwestern University to train prospective and in-service teachers
in effective home-school relations. The next year, when Mrs. John E.
Hayes became national president, five regional workshops were held
to expand the parent education program.

Mrs. Hayes chose as her administration theme '""The Citizen

Child: His Destiny, a Free World." Where Children Come First: A

Study of the P.T.A. Idea told the history of the Parent-Teacher

movement. A national campaign was also launched against unwholesome
comic bocks, motion pictures, and radio programs.

An international atmosphere pervaded the 1950 national conven-
tion with observers present from Austria, Canada, Dominican Republic,
Germany, Japan, and the Philippine Islands. A site was purchased in
Chicago for a new national headquarters building, and a drive begun
to finance its construction. The Congress was active in the Mid-century
White House Conference on Children and Youth and supported measures for
expansion of local public health services, for federal aid to education,
for extension of library services, and for adequate appropriations for

UNESCO and WHO.-

3WOrld Health Organization.
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Construction on the headquarters building began in 1953, the
year after Mrs, Newton P. Leonard was elected president. The Congress
adopted "An Action Program for Better Homes, Better Schools, and Better
Communities." By 1954, the national office had moved to its new head-
quarters at 700 North Rush Street, Chicago. Support for the fluorida-
tion of community water supplies and the work of the National Foundation
for Infantile Paralysis and American Red Cross in an educational
campaign for prevention of polio was recommended,

Mrs. Rollin Brown, elected in 1955, sponsored a new action
program--*The Family and the Community: Each Shapes the Other~~The

P.T.A. Serves Both." The National Parent.Teacher magazine was renamed

The PTA Magazine. For several years the Congress participated in the
meetings of the World Confederation of Organizations of the Teaching
Profession, (W.C.0.T.P.)., By 1956, the goal of 10,000,000 memberships
had become a reality. An extension of the Summer Round- Up program was
planned to make health supervision of children continuous from birth
through high school. Almost $2,500,000 in scholarship awards were
reported by state congresses. President Eisenhower signed the library
services bill for which the PTA had worked.

In 1957, Alaska became the fifty-first branch of the Congress.
The National Foundation for Infantile Paralysis gave the Congress a
plaque "for unprecedented participation in historic development of
preventive measures against paralytic polio and for outstanding volun-

teer leadership in achieving record acceptance of the Salk Vaccine.™
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nStrengthening the Home, Source of Qur Nation's Greatness" was
chosen as the administration theme of Mrs, James C. Parker, elected
president in 1958. The Congress membership expanded to more than
11,000,000, The European Congress of American Parents and Teachers was
organized as the 52nd branch of the PTA. President Elsenhower requested
PTA's to scrutinize their school programs with the result that the
National Congress published the pamphlet, "Looking in on Your School:
Questions To Guide P.T.A. Fact Finders." The next year President and
Mrs. Eisenhower were presented Honorary National Life Memberships for
"inspiring concern . . . shown for the welfare of the nation's children.”

A drive to asslist the U.S. Postmaster General to fight obscenity
through the mails resulted in the Beh Franklin Award for outstanding
service being given to the National President, Mrs, Parker. The PTA
cooperated with the NEA in a radio.TV series, "Parents Ask About
School, "

"Assignments for the Sixties" includes the recommendations whieh
were selected for local units of PTA from the forum findings of the 1960
White House Conference. Mrs, Clifford N. Jenkins has been president
from 1961-1964. "Where Children Come First" has been made into a PTA
motion plcture in color for general distribution and promotion. Over
$6,000,000 has been awarded in scholarships to worthy students by state
congresses since the beginning of the scholarship program. A new

National Congress legislative program suggests PTA activity. Over
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twelve million parents and teachers now belong to this national
organization which in recent years has replaced the permanent
platform with a statement of principles and also has revised the
National bylaws,

Since all PTA work is based upon the objects, as well as
the principles of the National Congress, it might be well to review
those fundamentals before considering the history of the PTA in

Montana .

OBJEETSM

The National Congress of Parents and Teachers is an
educational organization that unites the forces of
home, school, and community in behalf of children and
youth, Its objlects ares

To promote the welfare of chiidran and youth in home,
school, church, and community,

To raise the standards of home life,

To secure adequate laws for the care and protection of
children and youth,

To bring into closer relation the home and the school,
that parents and teachers may cooperate intelligently
in the training of the child,

To develop between educators and the general public
such united efforts as will secure for every child the
highest advantages in physical, mental, soccial, and
spiritual education,

4
National Congress of Parents and Teachers, Policies and

Practices of the National Congress of Parents and Teachers., Revised
Bdition, Chicago: 1961, PP, 5, 9.
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STATEMENT OF PRINCIPLES

The National Congress of Parents and Teachers believes
that the following principles, based on the Objects of
the organization, must be practiced if every child is
to have an opportunity to live a full life, satisfying
to himself and useful to his community.

HUMAN VALUES ‘

We believe that individual fireedom, individual rights,
individual responsibility, and individual dignity are
indispensable components of a democracy.

SPIRITUAL FAITH

We believe that religion is fundamental in our
American tradition as a basic factor in personal and
social behavior, and that every child is entitled to
the opportunity to develop a religiocus faith.

GOOD HOMES

We believe that the home is the basic unit in the
structure of our society and should be the most con-
structive influence in building the child's
character, sense of values, and his conception of
the world.

SOUND HEALTH

We believe that the concept of health as physical,
mental, emotional, and social well-being #s vital
to the welfare of the individual citizen, the com-
munity, and the nation.

SAFETY

We believe that every child should have an education
that develops safe living habits and attitudes and
should have an environment free from avoidable
physical hazards.

EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITY

We believe that every child should have the oppor-
tunity through free public education to develop his
capacities to the maximum.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



- 21 -

VOCATIONAL COMPETENCE

We believe that vocational competence is a way to
satisfaction, self-confidence, and independence for
the individual and to increased stability for society.

CONSERVATION OF NATURAL RESOURCES

We believe that every child should be taught to
respect this country's natural resources and should
be given general knowledge of how these resources
may be conserved and replenished.

CONSTRUCTIVE LEISURE

We believe that the worthy and satisfying use of
leisure plays a significant role in the wholesome
development of children and youth.

INTERNATIONAL UNDERSTANDING

We believe that by understanding the characteristics,
cultures, and religions of all peoples and by recog-
nizing the interdependence of the nations of the world,
we shall move nearer the goal of enduring peace.

CIVIC RESPONSIBILITY

We believe that every child should understand that the
privilege of American citizenship demands the accept-
ance of its responsibilities.

Such, then, are the fundamental policies, principles, and objects
of the National Congress to which the state, district, council, and
local units give allegiance. These are the foundations underlying all
Parent-Teacher work. Fundamental to the history of the Montana Congress

of Parents and Teachers are these goals which have found expression

in the many activities of the past fifty years.
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CHAPTER III

THE PTA MOVEMENT IN MONTANA TO 1518

The PTA movement in Montana seems to have had its inception

in various towns, possibly as early as 1910 or 1911l. Certainly, it

1

did not exist in 1906 when Mrs, E. B. Weirick™ of Butte, speaking

before the Montana State Teachers' Association on December 28, 1906,
in an address, "The Relation Between the Home and the School," said:

The committee in assigning me this topic suggested that I
entitle it *The Relation Between the Home and the School,"
or "The Relation Between the School and the Home," and I
know . . . that there is need of a stronger union between the
home and the schools. . . . Mothers and fathers must awaken
to a realizing sense of their responsibilities if in the home
is to begin aright the education of the child, . . . I am
glad that several states have formed societies for child study
and that there arg Mothers! Congresses and home departments
of women's clubs,

However, Dr. Harold Tascher, in his biography of Maggie Smith
Hathaway, Maggie ard Montana.3 asks, "What is the place of the school.

house in the district? Did Maggie Smith institute the PTA in Montanat®

Continuing, he quotes from some of her early writings:

liMrs, Weirick is a member of the State Board of Charity and
Reforms, having recently been appointed by Governor S. V. Stewart.
She is the first woman in the state to be appointed to this board."
Helena Daily Independent, May 6, 1916,

“Inter-mountain Bducator, January, 1907, pp. 62.70

SHarold Tascher, Maggie and Montana; the Story of Maggie Smith
Hathaway. New York, Exposition Press, 1954, p. 51.
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Our schoolhouses are our district universities, the centers
of educational interest. We have advocated calling together
the patrons on certain occasions that they might come in
closer touch with the school activities, that they might
become familiar with the work done for, and by, the children,
that by their presence they might give encouragement to the
efforts that are being put forth for the advancement of the
pupils. We wish the parents and patrons could feel more and
more the need of hearty co-operation along these lines.
Meetings for the discussion of educational guestions and
current topics are always a living and practical feature in
the school district. . . . The County Superintendent is
ready at any time to assist by suggestion or public address
at any of these meetings.

Certain other items reveal trends in thinking that were to lead
eventually to the state organization. The program for the annual
convention of the Montana State Teachers' Association for 1911 in Great
Falls had for its general session program on Thursday, December 28, the
following:

The Distribution of Responsibility in Training For Citizenship
a. For the Home--Mrs. H. B, Mitchell, Great Falls.
b. For the Church--Dr. N. H. Burdick, Presbyterian Church,
Helena.
c. For the School--W. C. Ryan, Supt. of Schools, Deer
Lodge.

By 1914, there was a designhated Parent-Teacher section

scheduled as part of the annual teachers' couvention.h Mrs. John Smith

of Butte, as chairman, spoke on '"Literature as a Factor in Child Devel-

opment," while Mrs. T. C. Brockway led a round-table discussion on the

Program for Montana State Teachers' Association, 1914, 25th
Annual Session, Butte, Nov. 23, 24, 25.
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topics: "a. Play as a Social Factor; b. Importance of Play in the

Proper Development of the Body; c. Constructive Play: How Best to Guide

the Gang Spirit in Boys; d. The Value of Supervised Play; e. Playground

Movement in Montana." Earlier that same year, H. A. Davee, State Super-

intendent of Public Instruction in Montana, was chairman of a Conference

of Parent-Teacher Associations at the Inland Empire Teachers!' Association.”?
The first tangible proof of a specific PTA unit's being formed

is in two sources--a Founders' Day address given by Mrs., Clara M.

6

Munger in Helena, and in the Independent Record for February, 1953.

Mrs. Munger said:

John Dietrich, Superintendent of Schools here (Helena) called
a meeting of Helena parents in 1914 to form a Parent-Teacher
group., At first there was only one organization, but soon
each school organized its own unit. By 1916 the Helena
Chapter entertained its first State Convention. . . . Since
then PTA groups have constantly worked at various tasks to
benefit the community for our youth. Among the accomplish-
ments in the early years were furnishings for the schools
not included in the budget of those days. These included
pianos, refrigerators, pictures, draperies, stage curtains,
and kitchen equipment. The establishment of school lunch
programs was a number one program for many years--safety
zone areas near varlious schools another. Each year the
PTA's sponsor the Christmas seal sale and were instrumental
in getting our present City-County health system. Boy and
Girl Scout troops and Camp Fire groups are sponsored by the
various PTA units. When new school buildings were needed,
it was these groups that "put over" many of the bond drives.
During war time the PTA's were active in the block leader
system and also canned surplus foods for use in the lunch

5Program for Inland Empire Teachers' Association--l6th Annual
Meeting, April 15, 16, 17, 1914,

6President, Montana Congress of Parents and Teachers, 1955-1958.
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programs., Today (over 40 years later) our efforts lean
heavily toward scholarships to help the present teacher
shortage.

The Sunday issue of the Independent Record (Helena) for

February 15, 1953, devoted page six to inviting visiting legislators
and City residents to the PTA Council meeting the following week and
to recording the early history of Helena units, Founders' Day, and
beginnings of the National Congress. As Mrs. Munger said, the schools

soon formed their separate units. The Independent Record reported:

Through the years minutes and scrap books of early meetings
of the various PTA meetings have been lost or misplaced,
but Central and Kessler units still have records of their
first meetings.

The first meeting of the Parent.Teacher circle for Central
building convened in the auditorium in December, 1914,
Mrs. M. H. Gerry acted as temporary chairman. The following
officers were chosen: Mrs. J. Saunders, president; Mrs. H. L.
Sherlock, vice president; permanent secretary, Mrs. Gerry; and
Mrs. J., G. Brown, treasurer, The constitution was read and
adopted. Principal M., H. McComnell invited all patrons to
visit daily rooms.7

Central's PTA organized and the women started to work. They
made the "manual training room into an assembly room," sent
$5 to the National Child Labor organization, donated 54
books to the Women's TB sanitarium at Galen, bought a scale
for weighing in children and gave a silk flag to the school,
Cups had to be purchased and the dues were raised from 15 to
2.5 cents.,

In 1918 $6.80 was sent the state treasurer for 68 members
of Central's circle to join national [sic]. In 1926

7Meaning of newspaper article is not clear.,
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members totaled 198, A luncheon was given that year for
the teachers of Central.

In the fall of 1933, Prof. C. H, Marple spoke on the
subject "Literature for Children," and submitted this as
a project for these years and it was accepted. Seven
hundred books were catalogued that year through the work of
a committee of Miss Lacy Kreiman.8 Mrs, S. C., Ford, Mrs.
C. M, McCoy, Mrs. Celia Nelson, Miss Gooman, and Professor

Marple,

Kessler unit had a similar beginning in 1928. Mothers of
children attending Kessler school were invited by Mrs.
Stevens to attend a meeting Nov, 2. Plans were made to
organize the mothers into an association to be called the
Kessler School Circle., First officers were: Mrs, William
Converse, president; Mrs. R. Reed, vice-president; and
Mrs. J. Barker, secretary-treasurer, Sixteen members were
present, Numerous dances, card parties, and money-making
ventures were held to get needed equipment for the school,
At one time they taxed each member 25 cents per month until
a pliano was paid for.

Amorg many other projects described in the same newspaper were
the weekly matinee for school children, the first clinic for children
in 1926, establishment of a dental clinic in 1930, an all-city
Christmas party, and a scrap drive during the war years. The
weekly matinees just mentioned represented efforts of the PTA to
improve the quality of motion pictures shown to children. In 1944,
PTA groups canned peaches to augment school lunches. Among those
helping in this project were Mrs. Ethel Miller, cannery supervisor;

Mrs. Ralph Gilbert, Harry Ross, Linus J, Carleton, Mrs., 0. F. Barnes,

8Newspaper misprint. Should be Miss Lucy Kreiman,
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Miss Harryet Stewart, and members of the Helena High School home

economics class.9
Were the records available, a story similar to that just recorded

would undoubtedly be recounted of the origins of PTA units in various

parts of the state. Even some of the topics of discussion--'What Do

We Expect the Public Schools to Do For Our Children," "Evening Hours

with My Children," and "Training of Boys and Girls for Definite Service"_.

have a familiar ring.

First State Congress Meeting

Interest in the PTA movement apparently grew during the year of
1914 so that an organization committee, with Mrs. John Smith of Butte
as chairman, began plans for the formation of a State Congress. The

Butte Miner is one of the few sources of information for this first

meeting on May 7, 1915,10

At the High School auditorium this evening at 8:00 o'clock, the
members of the Butte Parent.Teachers' Circles will receive
officers of the national body and women prominent in the work
started in Butte some months ago. The distinguished visitors
will arrive at 7:15 o'clock and in the party will be Mrs.
Frederick Schoff of Philadelphia, president of the National
Association; Mrs, Milton T. Higgins, vice-president of Wor-
cester, Massachusetts; Mrs. Orville T. Bright of Chicago,
another vice.president; Miss Bessie Locke of New York,

9 Independent Record, February 15, 1953, p. 6.

10The Butte Miner, May 7, 1915, p. 1.
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Director of the Kindergarten division of the United States
Bureau of Education. Mrs. A. W, Richter, a leader of the
organization in Bozeman, and women from nearby citles will
also be in attendance at the meetings which will last
through Saturday.

Following the program at the high school this evening,
a public reception will be tendered the visitors at the
Silver Bow Club,

On the following day, the paper reported that Butte people gave a
"rousing welcome' to the visitors "who head the national organization
which is encouraging the establishment of child welfare work all over
the country."

The address of the evening was made by Mrs., Schoff. She
had a most attentive audience as her message was expected
to be of the greatest value in the future conduct of the
local organizations which have done so much for the schools
in Butte since their incipiency. Mrs., Schoff did not
dissppoint, . . . While she dealt largely with a history of
the work of the educational bodies in the East and especially
as regards her home city of Philadelphia, this was all
instructive, She alsc furnished to her audience many
jmportant hints as to the conduct of local work in out-
lining what has been done by the national organization and

its branches.ll
Reportorial style of the period gave flowery praise to all of
the speakers on the two-day program, but reported little of the
content of their speeches, Neither did the newspapers report much of
the transactions of the business meetings. An exception was the speech
of Miss Bessie Locke:

11The Butte Miner, May 8, 1915. See Appendix C, p. 223.
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In the course of her remarks, Miss Locke said that it would
probably interest a Butte audience to know that 15 years ago
she had requested Senator W. A. Clark to support a kinder-
garten in New York City, and that it was established by
Senator Clark in memory of Mrs. Katherine Stauffer Clark.
Since that time, the speaker said, probably more than a
thousand children had been trained in that school which ever
since has been maintained by Senator Clark. . . .

There is no part of the United States where there is a
larger generosity in the department of education than in this
great progressive West. . . . You should be alert to the
importance of the kindergarten as the chlef factor in the forma-
tion and development of the character of the children of your
land, Your colleges are among the best, but how few of your
children will reach them; the earlier and more important steps
of childish education lag. . . »

It has been suggested that boards of education would pro-
bably establish kindergartens upon petition of parents with
special legislation, so I have brought with me some blank
petitions and suggest that everyone living near a public
school needing a kindergarten, will present a petition
signed by the parents or guardians of 25 children and work
for its favorable consideration., . . . It is reasonable
to believe that in so up-.to-date a community as this great
salutary propaganda must receive your hearty indorsement.

Minutes of this organizational meeting have either been lost or
are still unidentified, so conjectures must be made about some details,
In effecting the formal organization of the Montana branch, a consti-
tution must have been adopted, because reports of conventions during
the next two years make reference to this document. One such reference

may be found in the Great Falls Tribune for April 27, 1917, p. 9,

which reports an executive meeting of the state officers at which
there was discussion of making changes in the constitution of the

Montana Congress of Parents and Teachers. The earliest typewritten
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copy extantlz is not dated, but since it provides for an annual conven-

tion, it probably was in use after 1920 and before 1927.13

The first officers of the Montana Congress of Mothers and Parent-
Teacher Association as given in the Sunday, May 9, 1915, The Butte

Miner were:

President, Mrs. J. A. Smith, Butte

lst Vice-president--Mrs., Wilson, Great Falls

2nd Vice.president--Mrs, T. C. Brockway, Butte

3rd Vice-president--Mrs. A. W. Richter, Bozeman

kth Vice-president--Mrs, Farnsworth, Missoula

5th Vice-president==Mrs. Cunningham, Helena
Corresponding Secretary--Miss Jennie Faddis, Butte
Recording Secretary, Superintendent Winais,l# Livingston
Treasurer--Mrs, Gaily, Anaconda

Protection of school lands and the funds from the sale thereof
occupied the attention of delegates to the Second Annual State Conven.
tion of the PTA meeting in Helena, May 5 and 6, 1916, The Press
Committee._Miss Emma A. Perry, Mrs. E. N. Brandegee, and Mrs. J.
Chivers-~publicized the meetings well for good accounts are found

both in the Helena Daily Independent and the Great Falls Tribune of

that period,1’

12pppendix I, p. 239.
13see Report of Executive Committee, p. 36.
14This is apparently a typographical error in the newspaper, for

a check with the Montana Educational Directory for 1915 gives the name
as B, A. Winans, Superintendent at Livingston. (p. 23

155ee Appendix D, p. 225 FF.
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With a view of supporting the state land board in its efforts
to protect the unapproved land selections from the activities
of land locators and other unscrupulous persons in their
efforts to secure congressional action which would mean a loss
of $5,000,000 or $6,000,000 to the permanent school fund the
following resolution was passed yesterday afternoon by the
Montana branch of the National Parent.Teacher Association
which is now in session in this city.

"Resolved by the Montana branch of the PTA that we do hereby
most heartily approve of the provisions of Senate Bill No. 2380
and House Bill No, 8491 providing for an expeditious adjudica-
tion of the pending state selections of school lands in
accordance with the law and practice so uniformly adhered to
in the past.”

Be it further "Resolved that we most vigorously protest against
any amendment to said bills, whereby settlers may go upon, and
Initiate any rights to any state land selections previously
made, thus repudiating the action of the honorable Secretary of
the Interior, in approving similar selections and which will
subject the state to a possible loss of over 600,000 acres of
unapproved selectlons of land, and a loss to the children of
the state of millions of dollars by opening the flood gates
to counter claims,"

Members of the Resolutions Committee included Mrs. Farnsworth,
Missoula, chairman; Mrs. Dozols of Roundup; Mrs. Rutledge of Bozeman:
Miss Kathryn Johnston of Helena; and Miss Faddis, Butte.

Again, inasmuch as minutes and other records are lacking, it is
necessary to refer to newspapers, Since the newspapers reported that
Mrs. T. C. Brockway of Butte, president of the Montana branch of the
National Congress of Mothers and Parent.Teacher Associations, presided,
it must be inferred that Mrs. John Smith, elected to the office the
previous year in Butte, elther was unable to be present to act as

the presiding officer for the state convention in Helena, or perhaps
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had resigned some time during the year of 1915. The Great Falls

Tribunel® for May 7, 1916, listed the officers elected at the second

annual state meetings:
Mrs, T. C. Brockway, of Butte, was elected president of the
Montana branch; Mrs. C. H. Bowman of Butte, vice-president;
Mrs. L. M. McAlister, of Great Falls, auditor, and Miss
McDonough, of Butte, historian,

A copy of the program for the Montana State Teachers! Associa-
tion,l7 meeting in Missoula for its 27th annual session, on the dates
of November 27, 28, and 29, 1916, includes a PTA program given before
the Country Life Section on the afternoon of the 27th. Mrs, Farns-
worth presided as chairman for the meeting which had for its theme,
"Control of Childhood's Environment (a) by Recreation, (b) by Health
Conditions." Addresses were given by Professor W. H, Mustaine,
Montana State University, on "Recreation'; and Dr. W. F. Cogswell,
Secretary of the State Board of Health in Helena, on "Common Physical
Defects in School Children--How They Hinder Mental Development." Mrs,
Farnsworth, State PTA vice-president, discussed "The Meaning of the

Parent.Teacher Movement," an abstract of which is given in The Inter-

Mountain Educator for January, 1917, p. 23.18 She said in part:

161,14,

l?Found in an unclassified miscellany in the Montana Collection of
the Northwest History Room at Montana State University.

18'I'he official organ of the Montana State Teachers! Association
until 1925,
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Of all the forward impulses in modern education none are
more heavily laden with promise for good than the wide-
spread and well-organized movement for a better under-
standing and therefore better co-operation between parents
and teachers.

The home was the first educational institution. It was
in it that the children of an earlier race gained all
needful knowledge and only as an advancing civilization made
more and more exacting demands upon human efficiency that
the school was established to supplement the work of the
home; and it is probably not over-stating the truth to say
that the efficlency of these two forces will be in direct
ratio to the unity and the mutuszl understanding which exists
between them,

e » « Since the home and the school instead of stagnating
are coming more and more to a realization of thelr duties
and privileges, each is holding out its hands to the other
its most natural ally in this nation-wide movement for the
study of all conditions which relate to childhood and youth
with a view to bettering them in every possible way.

This was the fundamental idea which actuated the founders
of the parent-teacher movement . . . the secondary results
have proven quite as important as the primary one. And the
communities which have entered upon an unselfish study of
the conditions which surround their children in the home,
the school, and the neighborhocd have soon discovered that
they were bettering their own living conditions as well,

Mrs, Farnsworth also urged making the local school building "the
center of the community'!s life where plans are laid for making the most
of the community resources."

During the same year--1916-.Mr. H, A. Davee, the State Superin-
tendent of Public Instruction, began the publication of a school

bulletin, In the first issuet? he devoted several pages to the Parent-

19School Bulletin, Department of Public Instruction of the State
of Montana, Helena, April, §9IE, Vol. I, No, 1, p. 5.
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Teacher Organization with suggestions on how to organize, preliminary
work to be done, such as serding out notices, program planning, and
making arréngoments for the meeting. He also included a model
constitution. Among the topics Mr., Davee listed for discussion, the
following are interesting:

School Visitation, The Home and The Newspaper, What Consti-

tutes a Good Father, Ventilation and Lighting, The Value of

Manual Training, . . . Medical Inspeetion of Pupils, . . .

Where Do Our Children Spand Their Evenings?, and The Value

of Domestic Science,

Mr, Davee'!s interest, however, extended even further. In this

same issue of the School Bullot,in,?’o he included a request, unofficial,
for information regarding the PTA. .

UNOFFICZAL REPORT
(To be sent to Supt. H. A. Davee, Helena, Montana)

Name of S¢he0 _  ____
Name of Teacher of Principal

s oo o oo o ams

Name of President )
Mdress of President _
Name of Secretary

o Ow Or B OB ) TR S O B O I B CED CER aEe

CEX CED LIS eSS OX5 CED O ID XM OhE SES G ane oen o

Number of Meetings since Sept. i, 191
What good work has been done ]

Plans on foot for more good Work .

e cam oew COy Cam

203chool Bulletin, Department of Public Instruction of the
State of Montana, Helena, Ap%, 1516, Vol, I, No. 1, Po 5.
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No account has been found of the information Mr, Davee may have
received from the report, but it may possibly have prompted the
inclusion of this paragraph in his Biennial Report as State Super.
intendent of Publie Instruction:Zl

PARENT-TEACHER ASSOCIATIONS

This organization was especially helpful during the past
two years, Receptions for new teachers, added equipment,
more inspirational school grounds, hot lunch, community,
county, and state gatherings, better movies, and even
financial assistance, are some of the good things that al-
ready stand to the credit of this enterprising young organ.
ization., The state officers of the Parent.Teacher Association
have proved themselves to be men and women of real vision, and
they have been just as ready to help the small and remote
scheools as they have to assist those in large centers,

He continues, later in the report:

- Hot lunch, home credit work, cooperation with other schools,
sanitary inspection, and the organization of Parent-.Teacher
Associations have resulted from the activities named (state
and county Country Life Associations . . , corn, canning,

and potato clubs, educational exhibits, spelling bees, other
social gatherings) {sic] . . . that without fear of successful
contradiction it can be said, "The school that is too small

or too poor to think that it can be helped and made better by
regular and systematic cooperation of teachers, trustees,
parents and pupils, i3 too small to justify its existence,"2?

The third annual convention of the Montana Congress of Mothers

and Parent-Teacher Association met in Great Falls April 26, 27, and

21
Fourteenth Biennial Report of the Superintendent of Public
Instruction, State of Mon . E§I§, Po =

22104d,, p. 25.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



- 36 -

28, 1917, with the Great Falls Central organization23 as the host.
Since no records of the time survive, this write~.up from the Great
Falls Tribune seems to be the first printed report of an executive

committee meeting:zu

At 4 o'clock the executive committee met at the home of Mrs.
I. N, Walker for the preliminary business meeting., Mrs. T. C.
Brockway, the state president, presided and the report of the
auditing committee was accepted.

Some changes for the constitution were discussed, one of
the most important being that the term of office be changed
from three to two years.

Mrs. H. R. Cunningham, one of the vice presidents, sent in
her resignation, and it was accepted with regret, Mrs. W. H.
Plum of Helena being elected to fill the vacancy. The recording
secretary, B. A. Winans, of Livingston,also resigned, but his
successor was not appointed yesterday, and Mrs. W. C. Siderfin
of Butte consented to act until the election.

The state officers are: Mrs. T. C. Brockway, of Butte,
president; Mrs, C. A. Wilson, Great Falls, Mrs, C. H. Bowman,
Butte, Mrs, A. W. Richter, Bozeman, Mrs, H. B, Farnsworth,
Missoula, and Mrs, W, H. Plum, Helena, vice presidents; Mrs.
W. F. Galily, Anaconda, treasurer; Mrs, L. M. McAllister, Great
Falls, auditor; Miss Marguerite McDonnell, historian.

At the convention opening, Mrs. Brockway, in responding to the
welcome, said in part:z5

Two years have passed since Montana became a branch of the
National Congress of Mothers and Parent-Teacher Associations,

23Perhaps this means "Council."”

2"*Gread'. Falls Tribune, April 27, 1917, p. 9. See Figure 1.

25Ibid.. P. 9. See Figures 1 and 2, also Figures 3.7.
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woting trans yestorday, were met winl
taarn ty the Y. M L. A torenster, te.
T e ‘wing aasigiied to the homes, » Here
Ahey weer rntertainemd.

At 4 selmbh the rariutitve smimitter
met st the home of Mre BN Walher
for the preliminary huanseas morting.
Mre L 0. HMraawar, the otate pfrmtll'n!_
pre=teml and tle repurt of the auditiang
T tee was govepled.

“ e chgrngea for the mn-lllutiv were
of s amam)
Bring *oat *he toem ot offiee I chungel
fwm threw ) teo vars,

Mres I 2 fanningzham, ope ul the
Yuw pree.lruts, sent ia her resignation,

all ;s r-

IS

i

d p3esll

A it was acvepted with regret, Mrea W,
Mam of Hrcoa being elected to fill

H
the
»

signel, but hie Micrresnr wa
pranted v eaterlay . and Mre \

vacancy. The recording sevretary,

el ap-
LA Nifer.

fin of Butle ~onseated to I(i untal the

el tiom

The state ofiects are Mes. T. C.
Brorkway, of Butte president; dMrs C
A Wilann. tirrat Fatls. Mre. . H. Row-
man, Butte, Jre. A. W. Richter. Bore-
wman, Mra. H. B. Farmsworth, Misgmuln
and Vre W. M. Mum, Helena, viee presi-
denta, Mre, W ¥, Gaily, Aascouds,
tresaurer: M Lo M. MeAlister, Great
Palla, saditor: MWiss J. R. Faddis. Butte,
corteapnmiing  eservtary: Ming Margwe-
ite Mo{nnell, hiataor.an.

The kmal eommatlee:  Mre.  Milo
Nrepr, musie . Mes, Lo W, Suhr and M
Mk $dbing, uweting trains: Mre. ¥,
M Regles, committes on Paemsi Mes
. P Hant, repsteation; Mes. L. M. Me-

tme of the moet nuportant |

A Woinans, of Livingeton slwo ve.

-

Phots by Hern

er q.ssociltions

M. L N IWImﬂ'..
Mrs- Walker is president of the central body of the Parent-Teach-

of .Great Falls.

have affillated with the state and na-
tional. To become more familinr with
the big organization of which we are &
pwrt, et me review bUricfly aome of

. the taugible arhicvements uf the national
teangress during ite 0 vents of existenee.

It wa= the pisnecr organization to spe-
ciahre in child welfare, - The ldeal of ita

Allister Thursday siening reception;
AMrs W F. PPettibone, %ujnvdny Tue -
cheem, wnd Mre B T. Hy water, program
ahvraan .

Mre | N Walker eallnd the oprnng
e tang tes r ler and Bev Viepl B Soore,
W the Firet $'teshs tavian chunb,
1y eqten Mre Walker. in a

frvatie
L s e
R |
LR TN

reprearntatinaa of all of the
[ tirent Pl

HCBECRERRY | LY 14 e ot

N e T e B Largent of the ot
« e caee the aldte-s o e biaimine-

$i,. . 2. womed the sasitars o

e O L i the mefaantae .

Chesmen worle, greedeed the vpest

Jounders waa te not anly help parents
care more wisely for thelr awn childeen,
but te reach out to all childron, especial-
Iv the dependent and errong, atud right
the wrong comditions of tleir Bves,

“Ehe movement tor fothera” pensiona
waa started by the eongress, and in
acne statas the envitwent of the Taw
haa len e to the state lganeh, Tho
nntiecal congreas imagurnted segnintion
ot chebl lubeer ot nanes and faetaries,
Aol has worhed for yoears baostalilish the
povoste ceart ad prahation svesteny,
Moo Pondeay, Denser's Chartls Joipe™
ware Phat the corgiase Loas buwn e of

FIGURE 1

Report of Third Annual State Convention,

lm{nlirnl. abd to denmnd imoiediate re.
aults, we arce inclined to relegate to

the scrap heap any, organiration whi-h'

dimes ot wt once pricliice sonetlang tang
ible. Fuen though the practical acluevs
mentd may detay s long tooe ot se ne
conviction that that  orgnimizatum o
worth while ghrough whose agencs tath
ern, mothers and teacheis are led 1o
consider the neads uf the clablren o
the cammumity, and are  envaraged 1.
cvooperate in that nobdest of all nohbis
endeavars, the éreating of an +nsiten
ment Lest adapted to developg evets
pover sof the grf or b It v o
mervation that this 1= the smone bt

ault sn thome paert Geafe ool b
woellare conles sod mothn 0 0T T w0
are  wninatel b "h (NS NT }
Theoargh cofspleaanid t. - . B
supe vthinate, b 4= 1o E | .
tesnlia, pwrthayp - et c . .
DY ATY] wlied b= 0 e
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s el Ffes o tenran hare b SN et ment B oapathe P27 petereas et beet actap e bt shove o0 et ow ATt

w.as startel by thue aaiztess, el IR PNl ot Bae 2oy o bey It - .
“ s mepde, gtevtenl U vperte U States the envtie ot ot the .I'“ Lreivation thst This is o oot 0y,
s avt . v, iraentatoee ot all of the has laen due tor the tate boanode The caatt o thoe Al ten g L S T ..
Cia Mer tertnem wd firest  Falle mational sengerrse pangurated epdaton wchne cnctes, aml wndin o ciate whach e el X
1e atentoas S B lanest, ol the pad- ol shibl baler an wirees wed lll.-'--lu-n- are aunuatsb by * nght sant e g e e
e i cate the address of wehoome wtl has wurhesh for yenrs G stabbish the Fehecngh cofenberndde tain, e wf il et o w .
P owet cady webumed the vidtois to pventde court e !-ru'l.-nh.-u Svatem fagarilibms, 3t 3o True, somn Cang pesed
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Lrvat Fulls and ettencdn) G them a mas that the "'_"'r"“, L~ tuwne uu--.nl' tlmrfrer  nehered Bowear sanel Desitie SEnos
ey Bearts webome ami the hess of the 2teatest lacters in th-; exben~inn phetes change for the nettor  tew S
ey Al;-l the school. Mre T, o u.[. |u‘\¢-m|0- ounrts .";‘ probhatum, ||n bunlens  are  lphteoed  acdea]  desards
‘A av, ol Iutte, the state presileat lewms it hetped meonre the pa-s of the

st s Mie Malhker, an o

AR W T
W et
e ok ate T
Lrgin Go reovbve atelerstanding wwt help gy e v ation

Potare Foud bl in the Dnited Mlatisonte Byoaorre leeking ar [RRTTTE L O Y L P
. . teas, o twmrpd gives Une kel Bitherto! -
re. Brocheay sait: . & L . . mebionsl taamrd gives 0 (AN ttherto shat 1he Vea b
L The educating ot sethers throegh itithebd—nted the wihede Gamnuanaty e

on hite. aned o0 W
Saneh things 8% g 0! vl 4!
thew: vannot e svsinputesd s dollnes unid 1t was n ta .
ved e, Tt wre prnt wonth wlile gnd lead 4.4 fHPEREY 0w Ren
tinally through prosesuime «ifort fo R e the v g 40
gride bmprees it that st e
“Each communaty fime individusl prols fuded eoghy rew -
;I.-n.~ to solves AL s poetine, we SHAY Jur than wate P
thens 0f soive «dations an-l sone 1 peve pauatin, fhe w !
tent- lat mie mertion one by way of g faal e st
crvivvephe Bt & parent G e P as g b brom that
s andion el a wethers Oob omre ee ;:w:- h snthus.ae
opetating 1 vang the s hoal a. g com tneesage that 't
oy cvnder B preselies there whole o Gopatives ot 1o
metce pectentiob tor the obler oy s Al o Alataka
otk s rtam cremngs vl 1 week, TR R

m beanif of all wbo are sttending  Dreratuee han had o bapg inflaence din velopva higher ilals.
ja Aiewling trom varwus jmrts of the fuln saving. Ayt other valaable
te. | henrtsly thaak you for vour publivations is the aonzress official or-
le of arknme. The corvespundence gan, ‘fhe Chikl Welfare mygiesine, a
the past sin weeks, which bes uh--'mun!l-l,”whirh should e in #s many
iy incsasswed the laburs of the mailjhumes an poesible, 0 the 46 -tate
s in Ureat Vells end Butte, hullcnnn bew, thuse longest onzmared bave
led 80 me the spirit of grauvine hos- | biﬂl!l\i:linhvd many  sewed things and i
ty etisting in Grest Falls; and T time the Montuns braoe osaall Jie s some
w  prrbaps ter than any visitor ! thing shfinte ta pant to .

X !Cl the hes of webume junti *A Twnly of people can accongplish

toute & Olpﬂ'l.id‘ ol & heart- Ithing< we an orgamiration, itnpossiile tg
wish us the part of the Great Falls its indivilual mesbara Tt the processd
jsema, to Bave every detad counected (o necranarily wluw, Pabilic westoment
N this mevting 30 carefully plhinoed  mist - arcused ait vome sypeerinentinge
t w- shall all cecrive the greatest dune tefore practical good resnlts. The

ble grund. baris tor all lasting progrees must be TRHIP orafization i pinhing its Wy dnen of Seteat b
“Two years have ‘| since Mom- |some phase of edbeation. As g pesult of 1000 the sural puatione ot Meatans We woth guterest o

tevame & branch of Khe Nationsd |the wiiucation there comes dicsatiainetion [POFe G fenrm at s e o1 1he nmds oo v s
pagress of Mothers and Tareat-Tesch: | with imperfect condition< and then rein. of these distrite. lI".‘ thy wav g noet A e
smocutas.  During the past yeur wdinl or reformatory measires mny iol the wath syerpatha® st urndertanding Jere Roaes 7 e
hay parent tearber cireles and some flow. AT this takes tuue, aned ws it .‘l SV went resardivg wrnbate e woth ghe foal nomters

a characteristiv of human wature to fe ~tate aonl Bt ab 2oche oo sutizntne Doy Fratast 3

—_ Free b gty the s o aned pot wospongh oot o 2 2ot e ToM W
,.I’II‘HI.IHI' Lo tRame ot woath swhibe, pne 0 1N wan
0000000000000 00000000000000000 40000088080 0400000 0@ 1)1 the 1w crt1a ¢ wte 1l annual doge o b The pre oo

! g TV N L T P I ST I AN R Nt oy
PROGRAM FOR TODAY. :i\...“... T A NI
. . . . . * |ene bt covier-ge s Vothe e RN SRR LRI
:."‘:l"ycm:“:lql:ﬁlﬁon begins promptly at 9 o'clock. :i... T AN LAV WEDIRIIPTR
. . - - ul ﬂ‘. * Il"l' ool oerthy i the e e sat Ihe (vt ot
Music, instrumental. Miss Helen Tenncy. jrafatin b b st s e et o
Addrens, “Delinquent Children.” Rev. Manfred Litliefors. .50 "ol ! the o on s G0yl
Businesa aeasion including reports of officers of state Wo gn s mither mew coantey where 00T Bove bip A
assaciation, and officers and committees of vatious city & i=etthr< mnd proners duve atmguhed gt M- v
2 [ - - T gned b p o fesst bl RILARTYILS ",,,.4" iivere, Mra 1}
cu'c'e. - ¢ hotel - e mense of tellos chig whe ly comes gran Plom M. o 8
.uncheon at Park . . !
Viait to city .brary from 1 p. m. to 2 p. m.

; Toad sogamizatioan, We ot te ""‘."!"I'l“" | S T PRI
1
! Friday Afternoon, 2:30 P. M.

the cpnit of worhing tor wind witly ey, Mo W1 W
other in wll progiessie nuncments, Tl P Mes B
v ner Gelns thns ever Twinre g vy o 8 Tmer. Muntarnt
ot what mad he gu-t o hittic way mhead At Mrs W
High achool auditorium. ol u. Voo
Music. H‘.h School "ee l"Ub. - l.,l,..':,,r:::" :rln'“'m'.: mGNT appeeriunty ‘.,',:.v ht..»
Address, “Higher Education and Citizenship,” Owen P. R i iy
McEimeel. .
! Music, vocal, Miss Alice Calvert.
: “Practical Applicatfon of the High School Work,” Prof.
James Rae. ‘

watchword v “Clold Welfuer in Home
Diacussion and visil to various departmenta,

jid weltarr cittles amd Mothers’ clulm

-

i
:
|
!

Duduwil, Chnreh wi ) Siate)” to det 1
| ntr, vodectne - .
tournetvea ready (o phay our part, w l'“r Ha‘ re ('“h

ever that part may be, su thos gome o f

mn-c-r'nmt.t' wie] strese feusly h'. |.:--‘. ]R Ag:
our pmtriobism, ol ot on e batth tw |
at hooae, "IIIIII: the commonplues thn, =
By Dreveuwdfy g fhe ualion’s e ke

LI XTI oY 2 2l o s a2 a2 S S 2T T SR 22 Y S XYY RS

Fﬂd.’ EVQ“'D‘. 8130 l'a M. same |-'lm|-- plans wre dean: porong gt | e
for aegicteninzg qawgde tnsortan oo, L0

: High <chool auditorium. ~ Ttk Whe ther me wn ccogmons af oo
! Maae, High Schonl glee club, o o D PAE
i Iodh danecing, sehenlt children, :I;',.‘.,_":'.\“..;. ‘.'j.'.:h.":',:‘,':' .,".”,' Tt e
‘ Viireed, State Superintendent Misa Mae Truthper. ittt W ey e e g s

Vo puana, Miva Mae Virginia Shafer. Shthar o ahwit oy

e o Dinmagration,”” Hev, 6t Bennett, :i',','_"'_ o cteoanbo e
ll..IQ..................‘................‘.....‘....i |‘“ . LT [ I ' '
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HERE

Parent-Teach-

el gy Liate Te- -

repvate to

anisation whu ’I}lhuruo gave two pumbers, The Mil' .ﬂl\f". A B SLNW LN
FIGURE 3

-

Message From Mrs. Frederick Schoff,
National President, to the Montana
Meeting Parent-Teacher Associations

1 he from Mre,
Fralerich S hoff. nstionsl preshient of
the Iarent lTeacher aswxiation, bhas
ey receivest By Mre. T, U, Briwkway,
state presnient:

todlowaing  Mmessay,e

“My Inwaf Mre. Prockway:

“] wi-h it were possible to greet in
"perwws the mombers of the Montana
tranch ef the National Cougresa of
Mothera and FPareot-Teacher sesocia-
Gions, | rememler with real pleasure the
fuls lightiul visit o your hequtiful state
—one of the moat begotiful in the
uniou. | appreciate deeply the faithlul
'work tEat has been dome by the jJead.
,er+ in Montana io this great movemsaut,
and hope that the meeting which you
"are holding will be one that will greatly
proniute the interest aod extend the
‘movemnent, To reach every home and Ro
hel'\ every mother to make the oppor-
‘tunitics better for everv child is »
| krear purpose, aod can only be atisined
‘by reaching all the bomes and all the
parenta. It is for that and mot because

| we wish to count & larnge membership |

that we require the sasistance gad help
epportunities bet-

.uf eversone to make

“ter fur the children,

{  “While you are weeting in Montans,
the national congress ia  weeting in
Washington. We are with you in epirit
_There are greet insues which the women
jof the country must face today. One of
_the Rreatest of these is loyalty and
i service to our nation in its hour of
| needd. The message which | would sead
| to every woman is to study careflully
' the great questions (hat are agitating
lenngreas and state leginlgtubes today:
to remember that the millenjums is not
with ua; that we must face condillons
s« they are and graduslly work toward
"inakirg them better. The call for serv.
{ice to our yéung men’ is one which
| touches every mother's  heart, The
needs and conditions of army and navy
‘are matters: which should be bettet um-

derstom] by the wommen of the country.
The good mowen of the cougtry rarely,
fullow the army. They leave it to
those who entioe to evil. Haviog visited .-
the army camps in Texan and secd the !
actual vain.g conditions of the men it
hs+ wmpressed me deeply that the wo- |
men of the country ure not informed or '
awake to the work they could do and
should do for thosq who are offering
their lives for the protection of those
wbo remain at bome.

“A call has come for the National
Congress of Mothers and Parent-Teach-
er assosiations to register the names
of those who are willing to serve the
ecountry in any way and in so segister-
ing that each woman state what she
ecould do and would do if oeeded. If it
1 oaly the planting of a garden and
caring for her own family as far as food
ia concerned that {a worth recording;
cr it it is to run automobiles or give
deflinite service jn combection with
army of nv‘. this too, sheuld be noted,
If 18 is to 1)1 the places of men who
are called away, that, too, is a servies.

o | wlate Mootans oa Dbeing
the first state to send a woman to con-
gross. It marks the beginning of a new
eras in the history of our country. We
dave much to be thankful for in the
which has beea made in many
directions, the least of these is the
wave of probibition that has gone over
the country and which will do more to
revent crime than any other one thing.
‘e must ever hold before us the great
purpose of giving to every child the op-
portunity to develop ‘physically, men-
tally. and spiritually to bhis Dhighest
poeaibilities. That can only be accom-
plished by child study. Understanding
the child himaelf and a careful study of
every condition that affecte children.
May vour meeting Ge inspired by o
spirit of love and service and devolion-
to the great purpose snd with warm
regardas to you ail, I am sincerely
youra®

e e
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Me-ting at Y. M. C. A. promptly at 9 o'clock.

Musie, vacal, Miss Myrtle Johnson.
Addresa, “Patriotism,” Rev. Will Arthur Dietrick.
E.xtension work session:
ta) “Children’s Films,” Mrs. J. W. Chivers, ‘Helena.
Discussion.
1) “The Kindergarten,” Saopt. 8. D. Largent.
Discussion.
(¢} *Child Hyglene,” Mrx. S. W. Souders, Red Lodge.

{d) "Parent-Teacher Work in the Rural School,”
Miss Annie McAnelly.

(¢} "Preaa and Publicity,” H. B. Mitchell.
{.uncheon, 12:30 at Hotel Rainbow,
Mra. S, D. Largent will preside.
Program of toasts.
Visiting delegate teachers and members of the associa-

tons are cordially invited.

I ER RN RS R AR TR S 2R RS R R R RSS2 RSN L RN RN NN

CHE oAb e e et
®  ouething wrees with Lie pres nt oaire:
: set stamdy wmhy o pitssy ol Yeavs
4~ bnwsl jus semdes \ins boamhgas
® . aeheel. SBove aund 2irls must s i
¢ thing practical in what they are duing.
s Commepuently e can all sv what 3 prcat
chelp the parcat-teacher assaation o
bhe to the hove aud garks ol the vural die
triets if thty take up thi~r mork.”

Mre., Rrockwav annatinsl this pean
ing’s wencion will begin prowptly ot e
lem bk, miml the luncheon at 12 3 oy
( the chme of the program. Fatler in the
Vaday she appeinted Mo 40 T Bywater
Leef tirvat Fabi~, Mr-. Hopkins of Hoend
Lo, Mes. Beandages of Helenn, M- Har.
les of Butee and Virs lanaer of Tuns
dale, garmbers of the resolution ot
tve,

o' the whied eurtr viom.

The Morning Sesslon.
Muunagh there were nt  guite  as
;many townepenple at the mntniime ses.
siont of the Montana  Parent Teacher
convention, the temforcement ot dehe
eaten hroht the attendance up gt
wmaterally yesterday morning.

.t T Remkvway callesl the neet

GP000000 0000000000000 008000080000

NOTICE! -
To the Public—

Owing to the increased cost of production in every department
of our work, we find we have to face the following situation:

We must the cheapen the QUALITY of our work, or make a
slight advance to maintain our usual STANDARD.

We can not do the former in justice to our patrons, and have
decided on the latter course, bringing our nominally advanced

FIGURE &4
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TO BUTTE FOR ITS NE.

Concluding Nessions of State
Meeting I'rove Interesting
and Discussions Indicate
That Good Work Is Being,
Done by the Local Circles. !

The  sum luding meeting «of the Mon-
taua State Paswal Teacher sseoriation
cuivrunl rretenday mursiag at 9 at the
Y. M .0 in epite of the rmin there

£11

b
?
d
g

T

Phots by Hern
Group of delegates to the Montana Parent-Teacher association. photog

of instruction lengthens vas the ohild Jthe democratie advsne e thet was beane Vo codher
advancen and continues until the mother { maite w11 over the workic that ot not aiay oehic Fore }
is satisfied that the child rhould bejwmcant for bettet whovls, bt jlse tor Bt Bento
md Ip school. Misa Lynch has out:[better homes, snd the— twe tagethe: Prepho, Mre

[ for mothers, but she main. | were most smportant inflaences i the Wellinan o
tg|taine that in desling with individual ;world for the future of lumanity. *erex, Hele
ssethod ia Dot mcvessary. The mother| The fow remaining business matters anl Mise |
can isatill reverence, respect for au-{were dispossd of and Mrew T Bynater. The 3l
thority, and a liking for good books. ichairman of the reselution committer dances at tl

What Has Been Done Here,
- "As for the work of [+ the
Parest-Tracher uaod-tiool?“l:mmrd
sommunitios of his county I shali try
40 state the rtsults as mearly as ] can
recnll them. Last yoar ¢ the kind-

distriet woere an organiza-
 Hkeiy to Le possible. 1 hrard
remita from four districts.

flattering l’!rﬂ, but when
that this sttempiing
ome page typewritten let.
w, that the conditions in
ithes are not olwaya favor.
s and that distance dors
lond enshawtment to getting together,
2 . fi bs mot emrprising that organization ia
) tion thet brings 'the
her, that han
commendnd.
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Nstunce, however, doen
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" dance. County Super-
on of Lewia and (lerk
tith Mian  Meanelly's
the  teruined teacher
rustry where a leund.
ity is needed, and the
s are wore fit for the
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confideat that the
Wia were alwaye glad
wilde to promote the
pern had (st to com-
iad becnuse they gave
fights and like news
movemenls such as
eunee they believed
tere more Importent,

‘ore a greater aumher | W88 the subjert of a dlever little re-
‘e intereetad in the[sponse that Mrs, Fraochamp of Port
se readers. while they | Benton gave.
¢ L rrwd ahong the lwith her ueual charming

w ditorce and police |oponded to the tapir, “Freckles and Over.
read [8018" When Mrs, largent called op Mr.
ireut-teacher ataocia- [ Iwpew, one of the two men altendinsland

incufentally

tality, and
! bminolr{d that thenks for assistance

I'hites by M Heyn.

Mres. T. C.

tend her report. The resolntions read

and adopted were:

“\Wherras, the third sunual eonvention
of the Montans Dranch of the National
Pwrent-Teacher annocistion held in Great
“slls han been a very awcces-ful gather:
ioy. lergely due to the hearty cu-opera.
tivn of the people of the vity. ‘There.
fore be it resolved, that the thanks and
apprreintion of this convention e ten-
lered to the citizena of this community
for their heariy welcome snid genersus

remderdd be extended to the Y, 3. (. A
the press, the Cowmercial <lub, aml to
the management of the Iulace theater
for the liheral Jonation.

“Resolved, that thanks be extended to
those who have coatributed to the pro-
gam nawmely, (o the musiciana aund
speakers, the city librasy, the Greut Falln
echools and to the people of Great Falle
whe have 50 kindly opeved their homes
to the ten,.

“MRS8. J. T. A .

“MRA. CHARLFR TANNER,

“MER. 1. M. HARLEY,

.ﬂ.& CHARLEN ., HOPKINS,
. €. N, BRANDEGEY."

A growp ure of the 4 tes w
takes ot tb!l':djunm for The 'l'd:
e, .

) Leachesn Bads Pregram

The erowaning soclal event for the

visiters was the Juscheon tendered a2t
the palm room of Hotel Rainhow at 2: 30
yostorday. There were 111 gurvts

ek the tables wére arranged In a U ang
were prettily decorsted with daffodiis
and yellow candiee.

Mine Anne Houlistoa,

humnr, re.

{consented to koep
rese. juntil neater the time of her departure.

Brockway.

Mrs. Brockway, of Butte, is president of the State parent-
teacher association, and during the past three days has presided
at the convention meetings being held here.

de=erve much prao-c for their work. They
danend the Poppy sdenee, the Duinty
dance st the Four dance, Lheir com

tmes were very pretty and the work
urtistic.

Thoxke takiu part were from  Mlia:
Sherrard sl glm‘ Rose’'s  roomis  abu
were:  Mary Wisnwell, Neadra  Short

Martha Jane art, Marian ¢hfe, Eliza
beth Bepnett, Alice Stewart Alice Stukey
dane  Thelen, Jexn Cherrier, Fvelyn
Fisher, Ada Brimkhorat, Josce Mrllon
nell, Jvo Mementuasch and Untine Jubin.
ston.

SIDELIGHNTS ON CONVENTION.

Mra, 1. N. Walket'n idea of po one
working sor glory and no one working
for fame panned out sufficrently for hes
to kep her name off the official  pro.
grams. . Nevertheless, every womsn at.
tending the convention fell that = gonl
»hare of the glory and fame of the suc
cessful meeting, should go to Mre. Walk
er. She assisled materially, arreuged the
program and carricdl out the anmeroys
details of printing, and arranging the
other busivean matters thal were s wel
done that Lhe inecting hadn't a hitch.

When Mre. T. . Brockway called the
meeting of the exotutive rommpilieg o1
Thureday sfternoom, she annoumced thas
the Brockway family would probably
not be in Montana another and tha:
she wah ready tn bhand over the office.
The news fell like & thunderbolt on mos:
of the women. Mra. C. A. Wilegn, the
first vice president, was next (n line, hut
held up her hunds in horror at the idem
of assuming the office. Mra. ‘Brockway
ber official position,

As 8 chauffeur, Mrs. L. M. McAllister
proved a hoxling sucresa during the eoun-
veation, her asutomobile was usually
cmwded and she made many trips te
and from the different meeting places.
Thursday evening after taking Mrs.
Brockway and seversl other delrgates
to the Y M. ¢, A tmilding, she left the
sutomobile stending in front of the
building. Mr. Me Allinter was to rome
for it, when he arrived there was no mas-
chine tn be found. A trip to the side
of the wuilding pevealnd bin AN wailing
up the alleyv: he hailed & presing tau

1 Sociel

May Day Party
bev 1 o |

Tatie s ot

doty elamoogr parts berday e
ot teom et Bhete 1 R nleow
(TR FICHETRTIVIRNY S § NPT B (PRI |
pavrties that the crgatosatom

Miss Corr Leaves for Home,

Miss Fidna ot arr wha due s
g ab the Waslongtow sechoo
lae resigned on seount of
and left last week for her
Washington, i,

Her warriage to E T ke
tuke place in Sigrust, Vv, T
the jucdivinry  somnnttec of
Cullserson of Tesaa,

Stephens-Hancock,
The marriage of Mra. Mad
ook and Gillwert S, Stephens
Waodneslsy evening at ¢ W wi
Preabyicrian chunch, Rev.
Scott officiating.  Mra, Smith
H. E. Wowmls were the attenda
heide wore » gown of champa:g
tafletn with trimmings of pink
After the cerrmony the wedd
repaired to the home of the
deventh atreet und Central aven
n dinmer wen served. The tahile
orated with purple irie and
wrangd In a silver Iwul, T
were:  3're. Smith, Mre, Wood.
Mra, Alex Farvee, Mm. ¥, ), Oy
William Grover, Mrn. K, Melhes
E. 1. Sires, M. Mary Miren aod
M. Melvin Lindberg, A ¥ -rou)
wan served by Mre. Sadic Whi
Mr. Stephens is proprietor of
Falla Stove Repair Worka,

CONRAD SO0CI

Npecial Carrespondence.
Conrad, Aprit 2R.--rMa. ool
oom entertained the ladies of t
pal guild on Thursday afiernd
was a large crowd In attenda
aftermoon wan apent in sewl
clally.

Mea. 7. D. Hanks and daugh
returned this week (rom P
fowa, where they apent the
montha.

‘The members of the (. K.
the Cbristian church were »
ot the home of Mr. and Men
on Friday svening. The
apent in music and games.
delicionis refreshmenta were
OMtto Ahraham han rreigned
tion as bookkeeper for the Re

Irton Lamber ('n, and will
ike ition for the (nunrad
Mr. P. P Tinkenbuner hatin

his puonition with the Intter

atarted in hat cuirsttit The mmackin.
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During the past year many parent-teacher circles and some
child welfare circles and Mothers! clubs have affiliated with
the state and national. . . . Let me briefly review some of
the tangible achievements of the national congress during its
20 years of existence, It was the pioneer organization to
specialize in child welfare, . ., . The movement for mothers!'
pensions was started by the congress, and in some states the
enactment of the law has been due to the state branch. The
national congress inaugurated regulation of child labor in
mines and factories, and has worked for years to establish the
juvenile court and probation system. Ben Lindsay, Denver's
"Little Judge," says that the congress has been one of the
greatest factors in the extension of juvenile courts and pro-
bation. In 1906 it helped secure the passage of the Pure Food
bill in the United States Congress.

A body of people can accomplish things as an organization
impossible to its individual members, but the process is nec-
essarily slow. Public sentiment must be aroused and some
experimenting done before practical good results, The basis
for all lasting progress must be some phase of education. As
a result of the education there comes dissatisfaction with
imperfect conditions and then remedial or reformatory measures
may follow. All this takes time. . . . We are inclined to
relegate to the scrap heap any organization which does not at
once produce something tangible. . . . Through considerable talk, .
some of it superfluous, it is true, something good results
perhaps hidden to the careless observer-.school room and home
atmospheres change for the better-~.teachers! burdens are
lightened..school boards begin to receive understanding and
help hitherto lacking-.or conversely, the school board gives
help. Such things as these cannot be computed in dollars and
cents, but are most worth while and lead finally through persevering
ef fort to tangible improvements,

Mrs, Brockway went on to explain that in an area so newly out of the
pioneer stage, the people need to develop a spirit of working for and
with each other, and that the ten cents per member for dues for state
and national affiliation could not measure the material value of such
affiliation,
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Because the National Congress was meeting at the same time as

the State meeting, Mrs. Frederick Schoff, National president, sent a
most interesting message. She said:

« « « To reach every home and to help every mother to make the

opportunities better for every child is a great purpose, and

can only be attained by reaching all the homes and all the

parents. It is for that and not because we wish to count a

large membership that we require the assistance and help of

everyone to make opportunities better for the children.

+ « « There are great issues which the women of the country

must face today. One of the greatest of these is loyalty and

service to our nation in_its hour of need. [The U.S. had
just entered World War I.]

- L * - L d L] - - - L d * L ] L L] L » L] L L L [ ] L J L - L - L * L4 L4 L

I congratulate Montana on being the first state to send a woman
to congress. [Miss Jeanette Rankin;] It marks the beginning
of a new era in the history of our country.26
Among the inspirational speakers were Professor M. J. Abbey of
Bozeman who spoke on "New Education," stressing that the character of
education 1s lmportant, that the teacher plays much influence on the
life of the individual, and that 1ife should have significance to the
individual.??
Miss May Trumper, newly elected State Superintendent of Public
Instruction, urged the group to extend its work into rural schools where
"there is usually a city girl teaching who does not know the rural needs,

consequently she cannot give the co-operation that is necessary to make

26Great Falls Tribune, April 27, 1917, p. 7. See Figure 3,

27Tbid.
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an association a success." Miss Trumper told of the critical situation
faced in the rural schools. "There were more than 1500 children of
school age in Montana who could not reach any school." She said that
they had inexperienced teachers, short terms (from four to six months),
and inadequate finances. Miss Trumper told of a bill being turned down
that would have permitted consolidation of districts to permit better
opportunities and financing. "Here is where education is greatly needed,"
said Miss Trumper, ''and where the Parent-Teacher Association can be of
vital assistance." She also mentioned as urgent problems, the need for
curriculum revision and for keeping children in school longer, since
the drop-out rate was so high.28
Another speaker, Dr., Lillieflors, in a speech on "Delinquency"
said that it takes two delinquent parents to make a delinquent child;
therefore we must train the delinguent parents first, He asked if the
American home was all that it should be. Rev. G. G. Bennett, in dis-
cussing the need for parent education, especially urged the need to help
immigrant parents become good Americans by teaching them of democracy
as the American way of Life.29
Interests of the PTA were reflected in the session on extension

work held the last day of the convention. Leaders in this session were

281bid., p. 11. See Figure 8.
291bid., p. 11.
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the State Chairmen for the organization: Mrs, J. W, Chivers, Helena,
"Children's Films"; Supt. S. D. Largent, Great Falls, "The Kindergarten®:
Mrs, S. W, Souders, Red Lodge, "Child Hygiene"; and H. B. Mitchell,
Great Falls, "Press and Publicity."

Several interesting sidelights on the convention were printed
in the Sunday (April 29, 1917) Great Falls Tribune.2° The first con-

cerned the general discussion held on rural associatlionss

In the discussion of the rural assocliations Mack Depew of Fife, the
only male president of an association in the state, complained of
the lack of interest that the average teacher shows in a community.
He said that in his assocliation there are four or five districts

in the circle, but the members find it too far to attend., Distance,
however, does not phase them when it comes to the every other

week dance,

e « o Any number of the speakers lamented the wages paid rural
teachers and gave this as one of the reasons for so many teachers
leaving the country schools. Miss Creighton County Superin-
tendent of Schools in Lewis and Clark County and later president
of the Montana Congress of Parents and Teachers. As Mrs, Frank
Bartos she was state PTA president in 1923-24. said the best
medicine for this that she could prescribe, would be to give

the teacher $75 or $80 a month with an increase each year. This
would keep the efficient teacher in a school more than one year,
and do away with the change of teachers every term.,

* » [ ] - * L] » L] L) L) L] » * * ° L 4 ° L] [ L] [ 4 L ] L] * [ L] L) - < L4 L L) (]

Mrs. Dan Beauchamp (pronounced Beechum), president of the Fort
Benton circle, and her secretary and treasurer, Mrs., George L.
Overfield, came in yesterday morning. They are proudly bearing

30Great Falls Tribune, April 29, 1917, p. 4.
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a yearbook, a neat little affair with a program that sounded
like work and good common sense., It is the only association
in the state to issue such a booklet and the officers of the
Fort Benton organization are showing a just pride over their
program,

During the convention, each day's issue of the Great Falls

Tribune published the names of delegates who had registered. From
these one may deduce that there were PTA units functioning in Anaconda,
Avgusta, Ashuelot, Butte, Bozeman, Choteau, Fort Benton, Fife, Fort
Shaw, Helena, Hinsdale, Manhattan, Livingston, Red Lodge, and

Roundup.

Miss Bessie V. Collier extended an invitation for the next year's
session to be held in Butte. Two other items printed in the final account
of the 1917 convention may have been a foreshadowing of the subsequent
decline in activities of the Montana Congress until 1922, The first is
found in the resolutions accepted by the convention, which urged co-
operation with the Red Cross, all-out efforts to increase food produc-
tion through home and school gardens, and patriotic cooperation with
the war effort.Bl The second item concerned the state president.32

When Mrs. T, C. Brockway called the meeting of the executive com-
mittee on Thursday afternoon, she announced that the Brockway family

would probably not be in Montana another year and that she was
ready to hand over the office. The news fell like a thunderbolt

3lGreat Falls Tribune, April 28, 1917, p. 11.

32Great Falls Tribune, April 29, 1917, p. 4. See Figure 6,
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on most of the women. Mrs. C. A. Wilson, the first vice-president,
was next in line, but held up her hands in horror at the idea of
assuming the office. Mrs. Brockway consented to keep her official
position until nearer the time of her departure.
Mrs. Brockway's husband, the Rev. T. C. Brockway, a Baptist minister in
Butte, accepted an out-of-the-state charge late in November, 1917, at
which time Mrs. H. R. Farnsworth of Missoula assumed the office of presi-
dent of the Montana Congress.

Immediately following the executive committee meeting at which
she was elected president, Mrs. Farnsworth presided over the PTA Section
at the annual Convention of the Montana State Teachers' Association.
Complete accounts of the speeches given at the Parent-Teacher Section

held on November 24, 1917, were later reprinted in The Inter-Mountain

Educator.33 Mrs. Linstadt said:

« » «» one of the aims of the parent.teacher association is to
raise the standard of home life and to bring into closer relations
the home and the school, that parent and teacher may co-operate
intelligently in the education of the child.

She felt that the PTA saved time for both parents and teachers by having
a "definite, fixed and regular time of meeting.,"

However, I am of the opinion that too many of our organizations of
this type, commencing with enthusliastic members of the community
who are eager to do their part in socializing their schools, after
a little while lose sight of their original aims and shoot into the
air,

L L . Ld L4 » L L} o * [ ] L4 -« L] ° L] L L] ° L4 » o ° L L L4 -] L L] o L3 L] o 2

In Missoula county we have several parent-teacher associations which
are accomplishing their purpose in every sense of the word,

33the Inter-Mountain Educator, March, 1918, pp. 18-19.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



One has taken up and advanced steadily year by year the problem

of children's clubs; another is working on the improvement of

the school grounds and raising money to get all of the necessary
playground equipment, And a third has solved the problem of

cold lunches for the children, by making it possible to sys-
tematically serve hot lunches., They have provided the lunch-
room eguipment, dishes, stove, etec., ard both individually and
collectively donate the food materieals,

The plea with which Mrs. Linstadt closed her speech holds just as true
today, nearly fifty years later, as it did in 1917;

True it is, that just now, our interests seam to be more aroused
in a patriotic way. Many of the ladies and many of our little
organizations are giving over nearly all of their time to Red
Cross work, a very commendable thing to do, but at this critical
time can we forget that we still have our children to educate
and that if these same children are te love and protect the flag
of liberty tomorrow, the campaign for better education, better
schools, better rural living conditions, cannot be left in the
background?

Miss Hilda Mersh of Conrad sent a paper to the meeting, discuss-
ing the pessibilities of the Parent-Teacher Association in a small
town, while other speakers teld of the importance of higher standards
of parenthood and home life, of well arranged programs, and of the
NCPT history. Rev. T. C. Brockway, Baptist minister of Butte, said:

e o o in an ideal soeisaty there would be no need of a parent-teacher
association, The child is the center of the home and the school
has as its task the highest development of the child. It would
be natural, therefore, to expect the two to be in the closest
harmony and cooperation,

But conditions are not ideal, The rapid growth of the parent-

teacher association tells of the real need of some force to brigs
these furdamental institutions into more sympathetic relations.

H1bid,., p. 20.
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CHAPTER IV

HISTORY OF MONTANA CONGRESS OF PARENTS AND TEACHERS
1918.1922

The war effort seems to have continued to take its toll in pro-
gress of the PTA, for in 1918 there is little to be found except the
following notice printed in the April, 1918, issue of The Inter-Mountain

BEducator, p. 45:

The annual meeting of the Montana Branch of the National Congress
of Mothers and Parent-Teacher Association, usually held in the
spring, has been postponed until early fall by vote of the execu-
tive committee. While some circles report a very successful
winter's work in several communitles, a series of epidemics has
seriously interfered with the meetings, and very generally Red
Cross work and other war activities have been given right of way.
It is hoped that in the fall conditions will be more favorable
and that the beginning of the school year will logically bring
enthusiasm and inspiration for the planning of the year's work.
~===fplice R. Keach, Secretary

In 1919, the Montana Branch of the National Congress of Mothers
and Parent-Teacher Association met in Helena November 24, 25, and 26,
as a section of the Montana State Teachers' Association. The program
of thls section was devoted to reports of committees, talks on different
phases of chlild welfare work being carried on in the state, and election
of officers.l Mrs, H. B, Farnsworth of Missoula, chairman of the sec-

tion, was re-elected presidentoz

1The Inter-Mountain BEducator, Vol. 15, No. 3, November, 1919,
pPP. 104.105,” See also Appendix F, p. 231.

N 2‘Ihe Inter-Mountain Educator, Vol. 15, No. 3, November, 1919,
p. 147,
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Again, it is The Inter-Mountain Bducator which has preserved the

names of the newly elected officers:
i

. + o first vice president, Mrs. Wilbur Plum, Helena; second vice
president, J. E. Keach, Missoula; third vice president, Mrs. J. P.
Downey, Butte; fourth vice president, Mrs. C. M. Butler, Miles

City; fifth vice president, Mrs. T. D. Stockbridge, Havre; recording
secretary, Mrs. Teague, Great Falls; corresponding secretary, Mrs.
Walter Grant, Missoula; treasurer, Mrs. Max Jacobs, Helena,

The Inter-Mountain Educator, in its December, 1919, issue, gave

a brief summary of the business meetings:

The State Parent-Teacher Association planned some far-reaching
reforms for the school children of Montana for the coming year.

+ « +» Plans were made for division of the state into eight
sections, each with its own officers, to have one or more
delegates to the annual meetings.

Some of the reforms to be taken up are better movirng picture
films for children; reforms in dress; better supervision of dances
glven under school auspices. The reforms in dress, which were the
subject of much discussion included death to the "peekaboo" style
of waists, elimination of extreme styles, lower skirts and higher
necks, thick materials for girls' clothing.

It was brought out that one girl in Helena was compelled to
leave school because she could not keep up the sartorial pace of
her schoolmates. The dress reform will start with the mothers, . . .

During the discussion relative to minimum salary for teachers
the following expressions were heard from teachers:

Why must teachers be satisfied with a living wage?

We want a saving wage, as well as a living wage.

Teachers who have come from the east are obliged to send home
for help.3

3The Inter-Mountain Bducator, Vol. 15, No. 3, December, 1919,
p. 155.
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During the years 1918, 1919, and 1920, the Montana Congress
worked in close and active cooperation with the Department of Public
Health. The following extracts from the Bulletin of the Department
of Health for that period give an idea of the nature and extent of
this work. "Thanks are due Dr. John J. Sippy, Montana's first State

Epidemiologist, later of Stockton, California, for use of the bulletins,

some of which are also on file at Montana State University.“u

ANNUAL HEALTH CONFERENCE A DECIDED SUCCESS®

The Annual Conference of Health Officials held at Missoula on
July 7th and 8th was the most successful in the public health
history of Montana.

Perhaps the most far-reaching result of this conference was
the formation of the Montana State Public Health Association,
uniting all the various public health organizations of the
state. An unique feature of this new movement is the
retention of identity of these organizations, each consti.
tuting a separate section with its own program, but all
uniting in at least two general sessions at the same time
and place,

® * L] L] L]

Vice-Presidents of Sections

Public Health Administration, Dr. L. W. Allard, Billings

Tuberculosis, Dr. Caroline McGill, Butte

Sanitatlion and Waterworks Engineering, Surveyor-General
Harry Gerharz, Helena

uQuoted on a note from Mrs. Paxson, past State president of
MCPT, in 1932, to Mrs. H. R. Patton, former State PTA historian,

Sstate of Montana Bulletin of the bepartment of Health, Vol.
11, Nos, 6-7, June-July [page reference not given by Dr. Sippy.]
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Child Welfare, Mrs..H. B. Farnsworth, Missoula, president, Montana
Coggress of Mothers and Parent-Teacher Association®

Industrial Hygiene, S P, H., McCarthy, Butte
Personal Hygiene, Dr. E. G. Steele, Plentywood

FOLLOW-UP WORK FOR°WEIGHING AND MEASURING TEST.

Great Falls has established a permanent Children’s Clinic.

The State Parent.Teachers! Association put on a dental clinic in
connection with the Child Welfare Conference and exhibit at the
State Fair (in Helena), It was a great success and was attended
by hundreds of children. This clinic demonstrated the feasibility
of a portable dental clinic, which could be easily taken through

a county for rural work. One of the greatest achievements of the
clinic was that of arousing the dentists to an expression of
appreciation of such work,7

Back-~to School Drive and Stay in School Campaign.

This work was most systematically organized in our State. A few
counties took a deep interest in the movement, and through a
progressive County Superintendent literature and posters were
thoroughly distributed. More than twenty-five thousand pieces

of literature have been sent from our office for distribution over
the State. No surveys were made. Miss Eleanore Hunter from the
Children's Bureau made quite an extensive tour of Montana speaking
on this subject.

Mrs. H. B. Farnsworth, of Missoula, president of the Parent-
Teachers' [6101 Assoclation, has graciously accepted the State
Chairmanship. and the "Back-to=School" and "Stay-in-School Drive"
will now go forward satisfactorily. Literature and survey cards
have been sent to the presidents of the 156 Parent-Teachers' [sic]
Associations throughout Montana.8

6Underlining of statement by writer.

7A notation in pencil from Dr. Sippy stated: %One of the finest
pleces of work we ever did.”

8The only statistic found thus far on the number of PTA units
in Montana for the year 1919.
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The Tenth Biennial Report of the Montana State Board of Health,

for the Years 1919.1920° gives further explanation of why the Public

Health Association was formed:

It has not been long since the hardest work of the health de-
partment was to combat the indifference of pecple toward public
health work, but there has been a revolution in the attitude of the
people toward such public health work, Now, the greatest task of a
health department is to guide and direct public health activities
which are springing up on all sides, To coordinate the work of
these activities, so that there may be noc overlapping and dissipa-
tion of energies, is one of the great prcblems of our health
department,

The State Board of Health and the county ard local health officers
succeaded last sumer in completing the organization of the Montana
Public Health Association. This organization has a base broad
enough to take in all public health activities. A3 constituted at
the present time the association has six zsections, namely, Child
Welfare section, taldng in the State Parent Teachers' Association;
the Municipal Engineers and Water Works Officials' section, taking
in the local and county health officers; the Public Health Nursing
section, where the public health nurses can get together and discuss
their common health problems; ard the Perscnal Hygiene section,
which takes in representatives from life insurance companies,

The same biennial report contains frequent mention of the State
Parent-Teacher Asseociation in conjunction with the work of the
Division of Child Welfare a8 reported by Laurie Jean Reid, director of
that»departmwnt.lo Among the public addresses she made were those

9Tenth Biennial Rggort of the Hontana State Board of Health, for
the Years 1949-1920, P 920, pp. 2.

Ibida, PP. 35-40,
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before Missoula and Butte PTA units, and at a "Jjoint meeting of Parent-
Teacher Associations and physical directors"--no place mentioned. The
educational secretary of the same Division of Child Welfare, Marion L.
Fox, in her report, mentions talks and programs arranged for ten Parent.
Teacher Associations:
e o o Little Mothers! League material sent out to nurses, Parent.
Teacher Associations, and others interested in the work . . .
Interest in health work stimuﬂted in schools through medium of
Parent.Teacher Assoclations,
Under "Fair work, Helena," she lists:
Little Mothers' League demonstration under directiqn of Miss
Zogarts., School lunch demonstration under direction of Parent.
Teacher_Assoclation Circles and Miss Swan, County Demonstration
Agent,
Dr. Sippy, who supplied much of this material at the request of
Mrs. Farnsworth, in a note to her stated, "The P-T-A [sic]| cooperated
very actively in all of this work," meaning the conferences held at
various fairs throughout the State during 1919, and the conferences on
health work at various schools, Another publication of the State
Board of Health13 injected a bit of humor in this report on the work

of the Child Welfare Division;

]_1 .
Bulletin of the Department of Health, Vol. 11, Nos. 9-10
September-October, 1919, pp. 17-18. ’ ’

1271144,

lal‘enth Biennial Report of the Montana State Board of Health,
for the Years 1919-1920, p. B0.
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A series of Child Welfare Conferences were held at the various
fairs, . . . Approximately 1845 children were examined, weighed and
measured. Local doctors, health officers, nurses and nurses yet
in training gave their services to further the work.

It was the aim at these conferences to educate the parents by
showing them that the prize baby no longer means simply pinning a
ribbon on the child, who by its winsome manner or curly hair appeals
most strongly to the judges, but by pointing out to the individual
parents how their child deviates from the standards of a normal
child, and by teaching them the importance of preventive measures
in early childhood.

Children from Four School

Months to Six Years Children
Hdena . . o e . e o & o o ll? * e L) . e » e o . -
Bi]-lings . . . . [ [ N ) . . 250 - * L) ] ¢« » * - - —
Missoul-a e © o & e e o o 300 ® o o ¢ o ® & e 700
Gilman . . . + « o o o o o 5S4 ... ... .. 75
R&Valli '] '3 » . . - 3 . L3 300 [ ) [ ] L] . L [] . - -
Circle . . o« « « s + s ¥9 . .. ... .. _—

The report of the remainder of 1919 for the Division of Child
Welfare records the efforts to arouse interest in physical examinations

1% with

of children, improved nutrition, and better school facilities.
today's modern lighting, sanitary conveniences, fire-proof buildings,
libraries, improved means of transportation for pupils, and a minimum
school term of 180 days--~to list just a few major advances--it is some-

times difficult to visualize that, in 1918, Montana required a school

term of four months,15 that "In 300 schools of the state there were no

14899 Report of Division of Child Welfare, State of Montana
Bulletin of the Department of Health, Vol. 12, No. "1, J January, 1920,
p. 23. (Reprinted in Appendix E,)

15Fifteenth Biennial Rggort of the Superintendent of Public
Instruction of Montana, 1018, p. 12&.
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library books whatever and in 351 schools there were scarcely enuf

16

(sic] books to be called a library," - that gross inequalities existed

in ability of school districts to finance their schools, that
corruption in expenditure of school funds seemed rampant in certain
areas,17 that there were reported 248 '"make-shift school houses,"18
that "in -gther cases, wealthy districts were not providing comfortable
or sanitary quarters for their children,"19

Miss Trumper, State Superintendent of Public Instruction,
further deplored the teacher emergency when she rqported?o

The very large increase in enrollment in the public schools of
the state has meant an ever increasing demand for teachers which
has not been met by our state institutions. In 1907-8 there were
1907 teachers in the state and in 1917-18, 5781, an increase of
203 per cent. . . . In Dawson county alone the teaching force
increased from 206 to 275 from 1916-17 to 1917-18 and in Sheridan
county there were 84 more teachers than the previous year. In
other counties the number of teachers has not kept pace with the
enroliment so that hundreds of children are deprived of any
school. In November, 1918, there were still 165 schools that
were not supplied with teachers. The problem of furnishing a
sufficient number of trained teachers is a very serious one, a
problem that every thotful [sic] patron should study. Our one
State Normal College graduated in 1918 only about 60 teachers,
only about as many as were needed in the new schools created in
Dawson county alone. . . . With all positions filled we need over
1800 new teachers annually. . . . As a temporary measure to help
meet this great emergency, rural teacher training courses in
high schools have been established, but these also are inadequate
to meet the ever increasing demands.

16Ibido, po Bb. l?Ibido' pp- 86-97; po 1199
181bid., p. 81. 191vid., p. 81.

201bid,, p. 26.
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It is not surprising, therefore, to find that the State Board of
Health and the State Department of Public Instruction both tried to
further interest people in the work of the Parent-Teacher Association,
The following article appeared in the April-May Bulletin of the Health
quartment:21

"Health first in our schools" is the call heard with increased
frequency in every community awakened to the value of health.
The problems of health have to do principally with environment.
The environmment of the child is largely home and school., One of
the most logical mediums, therefore, through which to do child
welfare work for school children is the Parent-Teacher Association.
The Parent-Teacher Association combines the two important factors
in the child's life--home and school, and stands for progress in
all matters pertaining to child betterment, In consequence, a live
Parent-Teacher Circle can be of inestimable value to its community.

Parent-Teacher Associations throughout Montana are sponsoring
various child welfare movements such as Little Mothers' Leagues,
or Mother Craft Classes, called the largest volunteer life savings
corps in the world. A large share of the credit for reducing
infant mortality in localities where they have been organized, is
due to the faithful following of instructions by the "lLittle
Mothers,"

The Modern Health Crusade, a simple system for teaching wvaluable
health habits, and the Hot Lunch Movement, which is so greatly
needed in many places, are also sponsored by the State Parent-
Teacher Association.

Doing specific things to attain specific ends 1s the function of
each local, affiliated Parent=Teacher Circle, When every town
has its Circle, affiliated with the State Association, and every
Circle is making a unified effort to the same end, child welfare
work in the schools will become a forcible factor in Montana,

ZlBulletin of the Department of Public Health, Vol. 7, No. 12,
April-May, 1920, p. 17.
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Reali importance.of the work of the Parent-Teacher
Associa ion, the StatehBoard of. Health.and the State Dggartment
of BEducation are co-ogerazggg in an effort to increase Xhe
humber of Circles in Montana. 2Z The State Board of Health,
through its Child Welfare Division, is able and anxious to give
assistance and advice to any one interested in organizing a new
Circle or reorganizing an old one,

The interest in Parent=Teacher Associations is becoming keen,
Since January (1920) the Circles affiliated with the State Asso-
ciatign have increased from about 50 in number to approximately
150 Some of the new Circles are all ready to function as
soon as school opens this fall. Any one who is interested in
this work may receive material and suggestions by addressing the
Child Welfare Division, State Board of Health,

It is not the intent of this writer to chronicle a history of
Montana education nor to discuss the many problems confronting it, yet
some consideration must be given both in a history of the Parent-Teacher
Association, for it becomes apparent that educational leaders felt that
only by an aroused citizenry could the post.war financial problems,
scarcity of teachers, high rate of drop-outs, and other difficulties be
resolved., To that end the State Department of Public Instruction devoted

its entire School Bulletin for September, 1920, Volume II, No. 2, to the

Parent-Teacher Association, On the first page of the four-page issue
appear articles entitled "A Plea for Professionally Trained Teachers,!
"The Tribe of Suitcase Teachers," "Legislation Proposed by Teachers of

the State," "What Parent-Teacher Associations Can Do To Prevent a

22Underlining by Helen Micka,

23899 Table I, p. 62, for membership in 1920,
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TABLE I

GROWTH OF NATIONAL CONG RESS OF PARENTS AND TEACHERS 1918-28

Prepared by the fisssarch Divis ion of the National Educstion Asmcciation}

Tatimated  NonGer 6f Yercent of
Stetes population  etandard Number of membara by ysars population Rank in Rank fos
1928 a8socine . members eolus 11 bannara
tions T IOTH 1920 _ 19727 1720 1928 1527 1328 in 1928
T ] — 3 19 - ) 7 v L) 10 T1 17 b§]
TRited SRatee 120,01;,000 78,000 I55,757 Lol ¥§ e, 173 JE7,756 1,133,357 1,275, L01 T.05 P PR
abama 0213,000 . L. » N B » 2119 3> hid Jl
Arisons kth,000 . .. .. Sol 1,200 2,1h2 3,798 b, u2h b,B22 L, 739 1.00 27 2
Arkensss 1,94h,000 17 PR “.n 267 70 L, 632 8,Lsd 16,681 .86 30 23
Californis h,556,000 . ., ., .. 2,71 23,880 53,047 79,808 132,229 135,785 150,884 3. b L
Colorado ,090,000 23 998 12,388 18, 40! 25,888 31,93 39,178 7,437 4.3% 1 1
Connecticut 1,667,000 . .. .. 3,000 3,280 5,015 7,624 9,099 9,962 10,181 .61 37 39
Delsware L4, 000 . . . - . 387 .. S, hlk 9,698 11,011 9,713 9,155 3,78 2 2
Dis. of Columbis 52,000 6 525 725 1,785 2,960 5,l32 8,752 9,626 1.7b E 11
Florida 1,111,000 3 242 265 359 1,62 7,51k 12,417 16,512 1.17 19 g
Oeorgls 3,203,000 . .. .. 2,351 8,000 9,3k0 1h,184 23,882 33,0L0 35,635 2.1 20 8
Howali 307,100 ... .. .o . e 202 2k 1,229 1,357 2,339 1,09 21 25
Tdeho shé,000 0 1%0 821 2,159 3,806 5,17L kL, 340 5,633 1.03 2 27
Illinole 7,396,000 .« . . . . 6,192 12,765 27,023 5k,00? 74,154 92,645 96,592 .31 37 22
Indiany 3,176,000 . . . . . 709 3,556 11,238 16,427 24,832 26,583 29,089 .92 29 33
Towa 2,428,000 . . .. . 1,676 2,808 16,6L0 25,126 35,059 4l 609 k0,997 1.69 10 13
Kaneas 1,835,00 .. ... PR 1,290 8,608 17,383 21,156 18,71L 29,68l 1.62 11 12
Kentueky 2,553,000 . ., ... e 16,424 12,255 16,000 15,917 19,589 19,72h N 33 3
Loutsians 1,950,000 . . - . - ... b 155 967 3,550 3,513 k4,812 .35 Ls L8
Haine 795,000 . ... . 6Tk v .. 1,083 1,126 1,945 4,046 4,427 1.06 23 26
Maryland 1,616,000 . .« . . 598 1,758 2,172 6,009 4636 8,176 8,30 +51 L2 L3
Masaschuseits 4,290,000 . .. . . 6,057 7,270 9,733 10,397 11,804 12,718 1R,AB2 Wi [ u7
Michigen 6,591,000 . ..., 106 L, 640 18,485 Lo,678 57,885 60,717 &3,8h2 1.9 16 21
Minnesots 2,722,000 n . . c . 1,558 12,551 15,282 21,070 27,17h 1.00 28 0
Mississippl 1,790,618 . ... . 1,159 1,518 3,195 10,50k 11,3R8 11,306 13,M8 N 3¢ 1
Miesourl 3,523,000 . . ... 7,745 16,788 39,157 34,239 16,939 60,35k 62,192 1.77 8 9
Montana SLA. 889 L . . . . 77h 607 508 .. 2,946 W,130 b, 21l 2T 3 38
Nebraska I,E0R P . . ] 913 T, P75 156,167 15,193 IV, 786 oGl pL3 0
Hevada 7,407 ... .. P ... R b Lo 25 S0 JO5 S0 50
New Hgnpahire 456,000 ., .. . . ns 600 2,197 106 2,857 3,732 3,61k % 32 3
New Jersey 3,821,000 1 2,065 9,67 21,865 29,114 [RRSNIN 43,267 S, 316 142 1k 18
New Mexico 396,000 . . . . . ‘e 232 7 77 2,028 1,650 1,837 L6 A L6
Kew York 11,550,000 -4 6,020 6,601 13,70k 24,648 L3,781 55,289 55,153 48 L3 L5
North Carcline 2,938,000 1 2 1,308 7,631 10,180 13,711 16,037 17,065 58 38 32
North Dekota 641,192 . ... . 2 e 1.b72 2,75 8,552 17,U53 23,960 3.7 3 3
Ohio . A 2 920 2,310 22,343 Lo,027 67,09% 61,428 70,124 1.03 2 28
Oklahoms 2,426,000 .. ... 356 9 580 7,617 12,752 12,186 16,450 .68 36 35
Oregon 902,000 . .. . . 1,500 498 4,052 11,164 17,703 16,762 16,592 1.8 7 10
Pennsylvanis 9,854,000 .3 . 3,283 7,041 12,880 20,150 29,107 Lk, 523 52,198 .53 51 L2
Rhode Island 716,000 S 2129 2,687 »013 L, 787 9,059 8,279 8,Llo 1.8 18 24
South Carolins 1,866,000 . ... . L68 27 ns 1,796 3,8l 5,223 L,958 «27 L8 Lo
South Dakota 700,000 . ... 507 790 996 5,039 6,350 8,503 10,032 1,43 13 17
Tenneoses 2,502, e s e 3,797 5,190 »B97 13792 S,123 24,101 26,721 1.07 22 19
Teoxas S,u87,000 ... . . 6,638 17,128 21,15h 0,608 b3,737 §0,201 1235 .02 26 16
Utah 31, PR s e 500 .. 1,173 2,058 oSh 40 [hY
Versont 3S2,L28 . & Tho 1,17 1,296 3,82, h,855 7,587 8,481 2.1 5 5
Virginis 2,575,000 3 2 s 25 1,311 3,093 ,532 9,549 7,036 Y 5] [m
washin, 1,587,000 , . . . - 5,536 8,7u2 22,510 32,158 31,A52 3k, 478 3k,709 2,19 6 7
West Virgiais 1,724,000 s 20 2 169 2,0L1 3,019 $,327 5,435 .32 us uy
Wisconsin 2,953,000 6 1,117 2,M2 S, 38k 5,920 15,472 19,629 23,690 B0 3 3
247,000 .. ... PR S0 ly 1,22 1,830 1,778 3,7%0. - lL.52 1z 15

Wyoming

« » » Sources of datss

of Census Estimpten
Statsoent of Tressu:

for the wvaricus yesrs

Pigures a8 to population for 1928 from U.S. Buresu

Tocss for membsrship in the National Congress ere {rom

dviding the figures of Column 10 by thoss of Coluww 2. . . +

98 Recelpts of the Nuticnal Comgress of Parents end Taschery
concernad, The percents im Column 1l sre cbtelined by

he Journal of the Nationel Pdusstion Assooiation, Volums XVII, Dotoder,

1928, p. 222

The five asscciations having the largest sbesolute nembership are: Fi

rat,

Californiay seacnd, Illinole; third, Ohlo; fourth, Michigan) fifth, Miesouri.
Bucstional workers wishing to organisze parsntetsscher associstions for thelr

schocle mey obtein full information:
1201 Sixteenth Street Northwest, Weshington, D.C.

ars now in Chicege)

(Nots

Nastional Congress of Parenta and Teschers,
Congress hesdguarters

2pne banmer ranke for etatss heving separate colored snd white parwnt-
hgh.r erganisstions were Dased on the perdents figured on Lhe white pupulstico
only.
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Teacher Shortage," and "Everything Depends on Schools." The following
article, "Popularity of Parent-Teacher Associations with Teachers," was
designed to refute some misconceptions about the organization?

There is a feeling in many sections that superintendents,
principals and teachers are not in sympathy with Parent-
Teacher Associations. A few and perhaps many teachers
do feel that such an organization would interfere with
school affairs. There are two sides to the question which
should be fully understood by both patrons and teachers
before organizing a parent-teacher association.

Teachers may be divided into two classes., One group may
or may not do well the c¢lass room work for which they are
employed but lack the spirit of service in school and
community. This group is usually made up of opinionated,
less progressive teachers, a condition which exists as
well in other professions or vocations, A second group
of teachers represents the experimental, enthusilastic
type of people in whose teaching the personal touch is
prominent. Such teachers wish to know the homes from
which their pupils come, they welcome visits from parents,
they see the benefits of a parent-teacher association
in developing a wholesome community spirit friendly to
the school, The first group objects to any innovation--
new methods, higher qualifications and what they call
"the interference of parents in school affairs.," With
such teachers it is impossible for parents to make much
headway in home and school cooperation.

On the other hand some of our best and most progressive
teachers have learned from sad experience that overzealous
parents who have not understood the purpose of a parent.
teacher association, have occasionally almost broken up
a school system., They have felt that the function of a
parent.teacher organization was to investigate the weak
points of the school, to criticise the dress or the social
life of teachers, to suggest methods and curricula--
in short to take over the duties of the superintendent
or prinecipal. Many a parent.teacher organization has
ended its short career in dismal failure because a
"question box" containing anonymous questions was a part
of the program,
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Other teachers have objected to parent-teacher organiza-
tions because teachers and children were expected to put
on the programs, serve refreshments, etc, . . .

If the purpose of a parent.teacher organization were
understood and if a series of constructive programs
were worked out in advance every real teacher would
welcome a parent-teacher organization. Any parent-
teacher organization which starts out without a
plan for a constructive rather than a destructive
policy toward the schools and a sympathetic rather
than a critical attitude toward the teacher will end
in disaster., A parent-teacher organization should
be a cooperative venture for a better understanding
of child life and school problems, both social and
economic, not a means for teachers to criticize the
home nor for parents to criticize the school , 24

That the State Department felt that the Parent.Teacher Associ-
ation had its place in Montana is shown in this article from the
second page of the same Bulletin:

A PARENT-TEACHER ORGANIZATION FOR EVERY COMMUNITY

e s« o With few exceptions the communities of the state
that have shown the greatest interest in schools are
those that have a thriving parent-teacher association.

In one community the organization employed a play-
ground director during the summer months, in several
distriets the association gave the school well-selected
playground equipment, in another different members
took charge of the warm lunch, and in still others
the organization donated good pictures for the school.

There isn't a community in the state that can afford not
to have a parent-teacher organization. The teacher needs
the cooperation of the parents, the parent needs the help
of the teachers, and the child needs both working together
to make him the best possible American citizen,

245chool Bulletin, Published by the State Department of Public
Instruction, Helena, Montana, Vol. II, No. 2, p. 1.
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This same Bulletin is the only source found for information
regarding a state-wide meeting of the PTA in 1920,25 Some of the
problems still have a familiar ring;

There never was a time in the history of the public schools when

so many educational problems were pressing for solution. The
greatest of these problems is that of raising a sufficient amount
of funds to support the schools. This can be solved only by
legislation, This problem is not one for teachers alone. Trustees,
patrons and parent-teacher organizations should know the needs,
should help to formulate plans for the solution of the problem

and should be active in creating public sentiment for legislation.

In order that parent-teacher organizations may take their share
in this legislative responsibility, every local branch should
send a representative to the State Teachers' Assocliation in
Billings, November 22, 23 and 24. Not only will there be a
parent-teacher association section but the general meetings will
be of interest to all interested in better education. Delegates
from each parent-teacher organization should be selected early.
Since this announcement came from the State Department of Public
Instruction, which, with the Department of the Montana State Board of
Health, seemed to be attempting to encourage the formation and continua.
tion of PTA units already organized, one cannot help but ask questions.
Was there an obvious lack of interest on the state level of PTA officers?
Had other activities--namely, the health activities of the Department
of Public Welfare--supplanted the objectives of the State Congress?
Was the Montana Congress of Parents and Teachers so weak that its

activities lacked direction?

251bid., p. 2.
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Whatever the reasons might have been, it seems that other
organizations were taking the initiative on behalf of the Montana
Congress of Parents and Teachers.

Frequent reference has been made, in early pages of this
history to the needs of adequate school finance. Raymer has pointed
out that the early schools were privately supported. After the ter-
ritory became a state, legislative attempts to provide support were
made. In speaking of the Enabling Act of 1899 he states

The fourth provision demanded the establishment and maintenance
of a system of public schools free from sectarian control.

L] L] * Ld L J L ° ° © L ° L L L o ] L] L o L L] L 4 L L] L d ° * L} ° * » -

The Enabling Act donated to the State of Montana one-
eighteenth of all the land to be used as an endowment for edu-
cation. The land might be leased for a period of not more than
five years and might be sold at a price not less than $10,00
per acre. The proceeds of both sales and leases were to consti.
tute a permanent school fund, only the interest of which should
be expended., In addition to the grant for the support of common
schools, seventy-two sections or 46,080 acres were granted for
the permanent support of a university.26

As schools increased, the provisions mentioned proved inadequate,
Thus school finance has been one of the major problems of education
all through Montana's history. Sasek,27 in his study of the high

school in Montana, says

P 26Rdbert G. Raymer, Montana, the Land and the People, Vol. 1,
p. 361.

27John Francis Sasek, "The Development of Public Secondary
Education in Montana Prior to 1920" (unpublished Master's thesis,
Montana State University, Missoula, 1938) p. 168,
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In 1910 fifty-nine public high schools were serving a population
of 376,053 persons. By 1920 the number increased to 220 public
high schools which served a population of 548,889, While the
population had increased only forty-six per cent from 1919 to
1920, the number of public high schools established had increased
273 per cent or approximately six times as fast as the population.

Such growth in high schools emphasized the inadequacies in Montana

school laws for financing the schools in this sparsely populated state.

The Fourteenth Biennial Report of the Superintendent of Public Instruc-

tion

ownE Wi =
L ] o

8-

9.
10,

12,

13.

28

gave these recommendations for a legislative program in 1917:

A state tax for the support of elementary, secondary, and higher
education,

An equitable apportionment of public school funds.

Removal of county and stats superintendencies from politics,

and appointment on the basis of efficiency.

A mandatory provision for adequate health supervision.

A county unit for the administration of rural schools,

A law requiring teachers to have four years of academic training
beyond the schools in which they are teaching, supplemented by at
least one year of professional preparation,

A provision requiring every school to be in session at least nine
months,

A high school tax in every county in the state, to be appor-
tioned on some equitable basis.

A revision of the certificate laws by providing for a state
board to issue all teachers! certificates.

That the normal courses be established in accredited four-year
high schools, and the pupils of these high schools receive
certificates of recognition by the state department of education.
That Columbus Day, Lincoln's Birthday and Washington's Birthday
be made special days instead of holidays.

Changing the school year so as to begin July first instead of
September first.

Authorizing and requiring beards of county commissioners to pay
all necessary expenses of county superintendents in the perform-
ance of their duties including the attendance at county superine
tendents! conventions called by the superintendent of publiec
instruction.,

2Brhe Fourteenth Biennial Report of the Superintendent of Public

Instruction, pf’iZ°
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Further indication of the financial difficulties facing Montana
schools may be found in these items taken from issues of The Inter-

Mountain Bducator for 1922, In the April Bulletin, p. 356, is a state-

ment that Billings teachers were to be offered salaries for the following

year, at a reduction of $150,.00 per teacher. The June issue was replete

with such items as;

The Butte School Board canceled all contracts with teachers as of
date May 12, 1922,29

According to the Stevensville Tribune the School Board of that
town has decided to make a reduction of $150.00 a year for each
teacher in the grades and high school to help meet a deficlit of
about $7000,00 now existing in the schools. . . 2 instructors
are to be eliminated from the corps of teachers and the work
divided among the other teachers.,30

Because of lack of funds six of the rural schools of Flathead
County were closed in April.3l

Missoula County High Schocl, owing to a $12,000 shortage of
funds will next year eliminate cooking, manual training, shop
work, domestic art, and fine arts.32
Havre reported a 204 cut in teachers' salaries for the following
year, and so the records went, James Hamilton, president of the Montana

State Teachers' Association, urged drafting of bills for inheritance and

29The Inter-Mountain Educator, June, 1922, p. 425,

301bid,
31l1bid,, p. 429.
321pid.
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income tax laws to provide state aid for public schools,
his article addressed to the superintendents, principals,

of the Montana Public Schools follows:33

Part of

and teachers

"We recommend enactment by initiative of effective and graduated
income and inheritance tax laws, proceeds to be so distributed
as to reduce and equalize the burden of school taxation and

afford more nearly equal school opportunities.,®

At a meeting of the board of directors of this State Tax
Association held in Helena, Friday, April 7, it was unanimously
decided to cooperate with any other organizations that should

initiate income and inheritance tax laws for state aid to the

ublic schools., While the teachers are expected to take the

ead in initiating these measures, they should secure

the

cooperation of the members of the State Tax Association and
of all other organizations fiiendly to the laws which it is

proposed to initiate.

33he Inter-Mountain Educator, April, 1922, p. 355.

3l'*Urxderl:'Ln:’I.ng by writer.
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CHAPTER V
MONTANA PTA FROM 1922.1927

The time apparently was ripe for reorganization of the Montana
Congress of Parents and Teachers.

A pencilled notation on the chronological outline of an early
historian's report of the Montana Congress of Parents and Teachers
records that Mrs. H. B. Farnsworth of Missoula resigned in December,
1921.1 In January, 1922, Mrs. E. C. Elliott of Helena became acting
president and, after February, state president. Whether her husband's
resignation as Chancellor of the University of Montana? was responsible,
or, perhaps more likely, the growing crisis in Montana schools aroused
cltizens to the need of organized action, the call for a State PTA

meeting was published in the Bozeman Daily Chronicle for Tuesday, June 13,

19222

The Montana Parent«=Teachers'! Association will hold a meeting
Wednesday, June 14 at 9:30 o'clock in Room 22 of the Emerson
Building. Election of officers; reports; plans for the year's
work; Mrs., Bdward C, Elliott, president.

lsee Appendix B, p. 186.

°Bdward C. Elliott ", . . appointed as first Chancellor, 1916
e o o 1922, Chancellor Elliott resigns, effective September 1, 1922,
to become President of Purdue." Homer Durham, The Administration of
Higher Education in Montana, Montana Legislative Council, Helena, 1958,

p. XVI.
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Two reports of the meeting are in the state historian's files--
one is a copy of the minutes of that meeting, which were copled into

the secretary's book (now either lost or still not identified), and
3

the other is the newspaper account:

MINUTES OF ANNUAL MEETING“

June 14, 1922

On Wednesday morning at 9:30, June 14, 1922, the Montana
Parent-Teacher Association met in the Emerson Building at
Bozeman, with Mrs. Max Jacobs of Helena, the state treasurer,
presiding, twenty-two present.

Mrs. Copenhaver of Helena was appointed secretary protem.
[sicl It being the time for election of officers, Mrs. Quincy
Scott of Lewistown was nominated., It was moved and seconded
the nominations be closed and that the secretary be instructed
to cast the ballot for her. Carried. Mrs. Scott was declared
elected president., Miss Clara Christison of Great Falls was
then elected vice-president. Mrs., T. L. Pittman of Lewistown,
secretary, and Mrs., Ruth V, Clary of Bozeman, treasurer.

Mrs, Scott, the new president, spoke and asked for discussion
of plans for the coming year. The matter of dues was dis-
cussed, and it was voted to keep them at the previous amount
of 5 cents. On the question of reorganization, it was voted
to adopt the county unit plan. It was moved, seconded and
carried that the next state meeting be held on the day pre-
ceding the convening of the State Teachers' Association. The
meeting then adjourned.

(Signed) E. Copenhaver
Secretary protem.

3appendix G, p. 233.

YFrom original copy in files of MCPT historian.
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Since the Montana State Teachers' Association met in Helena
November 27, 28, and 29, 1922,5 evidently the meeting which had been
announced in Bozeman in June is the one described in these two items from

the Montana Record Herald dated November 25 and November 29, 1922

PARENT-TEACHER CIRCLES WILL MEET STATE CHIEF

All Helena Parent.Teacher circles are to meet Tuesday
afternoon at 1:45 at the Hawthorne School to greet Mrs,
Quincy Scott of Lewistown, State President [sic) of the
Assoclation who will speak., Mrs. Max Jacobs of East Helena
former president of the state organization will also speak.é
There will be musiec. A social hour will conclude the program.

All people of the Community who are interested in Parent-
Teacher work are urged by the officers of the Helena Associa-
tion to be present.’

MRS. SCOTT TELLS OF HEALTH WORK

The importance of simple social standards for high school
and 7th and 8th grade children, the problem of the delinguent
child and the necessity for health work in the schools were
discussed by Mrs. Quincy Scott, state president of the
Parent.Teacher Assoclation, at a meeting Tuesday afternoon
at the Hawthorne School, Two hundred women were present
from the six Parent-Teacher circles in Helena and many from
around the state.

Physical education which includes not only gymnasium, play-
ground work and sports, but attention to every detail of health
as well, is one of the prime requisites of modern education, in
the opinion of Mrs. Scott., The Parent-Teacher Association has
adopted the promotion of this work in the schools as part of
its program, and in addition endeavors to see to proper ventila-
tion, lighting and sanitation in every school,

5The Inter-Mountain Educator, November, 1922, p. 67.

6See page 713 Mrs. Jacobs was state treasurer, not president.

7Montana Record Herald, November 25, 1922,
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The school nurse should be employed in every school . . .
Mrs, Scott said, and it is false economy for school boards
to drop the school nurse when finances are at low ebb,
because there is little use in trying to teach boys and girls
when their eyes need fitting with glasses, when they are
hard of hearing or when they are undernourished.

The work of the Montana Tuberculoslis Association, which
is not limited to tuberculosis but is broad in its aims and
accomplishments, is of great help to parents of the state,
Mrs, Scott said, . . . Mrs. Scott asserted that she had urged
all of the Parent-Teacher Circles of the state to assist the
Tuberculosis Association in every possible way . .

Plans are being made for the issuance of a monthly bulle-
tin containing news of the 130 Parent-Teacher circles in

the state,a and for a state meeting of the association next
summer. . . .

Although sources of information about other activities of the
Montana Congress are limited, two important steps were taken, according
to Mrs. Scott.9 Nine counties were organized under the county unit
plan, each with the leadership of a county chairman. The county chair-
man, as an extension worker, assisted local PTA units with their problems
and helped organize new circles. As soon as a county had five active
groups, it could form a county council,10

Adoption of a uniform constitutionl! was the other forward-
looking action of the State Congress. The copy of the constitution given

in Appendix I is believed to be the one to which Mrs, Scott referred,

BEarliest statistic known for year 1922,
I5ee Appendix H, Mrs. Scott's annual report, p. 234,
105ee page 127 regarding formation of such a council,

D appendix I, p. 239.
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although it does not bear a date, There are several reasons for this
belief. In the first place, the name of the National Congress of
Mothers and Parent-Teacher Associationsl2 was changed in 1924 to
National Congress of Parents and Teachers,13 Secondly, at the reor-
ganization meeting in Bozeman, June 14, 1922, delegates voted to
keep dues at five cents per capita. And finally, this constitution
provided for election of officers at each annual meeting. For these
reasons, it is likely that this is the earliest extant copy of a con-
stitution for the Montana Congress.

Mrs. Scott's annual report also mentions the publication of
seven bulletins, three of which were issued by the Lewistown Kiwanis

Club as newsletters in their publication, The Central Montana Builder.

Unfortunately, no copies seem to have survived. These may have been
the first publications which were to evolve later into the Montana

Parent-Teacher,

Principal business of the state convention meeting in Helena,
September 28, 1923,14 included the adoption of the new constitution,
the increase in state dues from five to fifteen cents, and reports of

committees, A year before, 505 members were listed [?igure 1, page 6§].

12y4.¢4 onal Congress of Parents and Teachers, Milestones Along the
Way, Chicago, 1962, p. 1. This name adopted in 1908. Appendix AA, p. 283.

131p14,

l45ee Convention program, Appendix J, p., 242,
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Membership for the year stood at 1077. Officers elected for the year
1923-24 were Mrs. Frank Bartos, Helena, president; Mrs, W. S, Jackson,
Great Falls, and Mrs. Minnie Case, Missoula, vice-presidents; Mrs,
James S, MacDonald, Helena, secretary; and Mrs. Herbert Woodward,
Helena, treasurer,

Because illness in her family took the newly-elected president,
Mrs., Bartos, to California for several months, not much activity
occurred during her absence, The January, 1924, issue of The Inter-

Mountain Bducator’® listed the state officers, and then appealed to PTA

members to express thelr views regarding federal aid to education.
From a questionnaire mailed cut just before the state convention
in Helena on April 25, 1924, reference is made to a state bulletin, no

copy of which has been found:
PTA QUESTIONNAIRE FOR 192416

Missoula, Montana,
April 21, 1924

NAME OF P.T.A. CIRCIE __ ... .___ . __
NAME OF PRESIDENT
MEMBERSHIP .
INCREASE QVER LAST YEAR

WHAT ACHIEVEMENTS AND IMPROVEMENTS

15116 Inter-Mountain Educator, January, 1924, p. 174. See
Appendix J, p. 242.

160riginal is in files of MCPT historian.
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Annual amount of State and Nat'l dues (15¢ per capita)

Will you send us news for our April Bulletin?

Can you use our Nat'l Field Sec'y in April?

Is Someone available as delegate to the Nat'l P.T.A. in St,
Paul, Minn.,, held in first week of May?

Please fill out above questionnaire and mail as soon
as possible to
Mrs. Frank Bartos, Pres. P.T.A.
Helena, Montana

At the state convention, Miss Frances Hayes of the National Con-
gress was the featured speaker.17 Officers elected were Mrs. R. L.
Shaffer, Lewistown, president; Mrs. Jackson, Great Falls, vice-
president; Mrs. M. G. Bardwell, Lewistown, secretary; and Mrs. Jos.
Chivers, Helena, treasurer,

One notice of the state convention was published in the April,

1924, issue of The Inter-Mountain Bducator:

The Montana State Parent-Teacher annual meeting will be held
in Helena, April 25, and every active circle is requested to
send a delegate and a written report of the year's work.,

Miss Frances Hayes, a national field secretary from Oregon,
is to spend the month of April helping to organize and pro-
mote interest in various communities, She will spend April 23,
24, and 25 in Helena, and will be one of the out-of-town
speakers on the program., Many requests are coming in for
her services,

The National Parent-Teacher Association will meet in St.
Paul, Minn,, May 5, 6, 7 and 8, at which time Commissioner
Tigert, of Washington, D. C., will be present.

Mrs, Frank Bartos, state president, and Mrs. J. S. McDonald,
state secretary, and Mrs, Luedke, chairman of the Lewistown
council, will go as delegates. It is hoped that others will!
decide to Join these ladies,

17506 Program of Convention, Appendix K., p. 243.
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The officlial pins cost 50 cents and can be secured
by writing to Washington, D, C., 1201 16th St., N, W.,
headquarters,18
Whether poor publicity or other lack of communication was the
cause, the reported attendance at the state convention in Helena on
April 25 showed only 17 delegates, according to Mrs. Waldorf.19 She
also reported that the State Congress became a member of the National

Congress of Parents and Teachers.,

Again, it 1s Montana Education, journal of the Montana Educa-

tion Association, which has preserved much of the PTA history of 1924.
25 when Mrs. R. L. Shaffer of lLewistown was president; and of 1925.27
when Mrs, A, W, Luedke, also of Lewistown, held that office, The October
issuezo had a lengthy promotional article discussing the fields of work
of the organization, its goals, and methods of organizing. This
information was also included:
« o o Miss Frances Hayes, national field secretary, will
spend the month of November in Montana. She will be glad
to visit your community to help you organize or to give

one or more inspirational talks where the local is already
going, Her itinerary is being made out now. If you would

181ne Inter-Mountain Educator, April, 1924, '"Montana Parent-
Teacher Assoclation," p. 249.

195ee Appendix B, p. 187.

2OMontana Bducation, October, 1924, p. 13.
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like to have Miss Hayes come to you, send in an early
request to your state secretary, Mrs. L. C. Bardwell,
Lewistown, so that it may be arranged. Miss Hayes is
known to many Montana localities through her visits
of last April. Every place where she has spoken is
anxious for a return visit., No expense is attached
except that of her entertainment. This is usually
handled by having interested citizens open their
homes to her during her stay.

At the state convention in Lewistown, (see Figure 9) April 16
and 17, were 26 official delegates. The state constitution was amended
to permit state officers to hold office for two years instead of one,
Membership was reported to be 1501 in 32 associations. Two "firsts"
are to be noted for the year, 1924.1925: (1) a salary was paid to the
state secretary for the first time, and (2) the first PTA banquet was
held.21 Mrs. A. W. Luedke, Lewistown, headed the list of state officers
as the president. Others elected were Mrs., W. S. Jackson, Great Falls,
and Mrs, J. H. Gilbert, Dillon, vice-presidents; Mrs. L. C., Bardwell,
secretary (reelected); and Mrs. Wm, Fitzsimmons, Helena, treasurer,

Mrs. Luedke and her officers kept the work of the Montana
Congress of Parents and Teachers before the public eye with regular

articles in Montana Education and with a monthly news bulletin, one

copy of which is in the historian's files.22 In September she wrote:Z-

ZlMrs. Waldorf, History - See Appendix B, p. 188.
225ee Appendix M, p. 246,

23Mrs. Anna L. Luedke, "The Parent Teacher Assoclation," Montana
Education, Vol, II (September, 1925), p. 14.
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John A. Spencer of Revere, Mass., is shown at work on his.ther-; "'l "W
mostat, on which he has been experimenting for years. He gives full m..,;.;‘..k
credit for his perseverance to his wife and their baby daughter. Made- '
leine. His device has been accepted by the Westinghouse Electric com- ! ™™
pany, which is said already to havc‘paid him $1.000,600 in royalties.

Big Sandy Defeats  |Lewistown Is wl’-lost_
Augusta in Debate| to P-T Association

Special te The Tribuae. - | Special to The Tribuae. _

Big Hendy. April 14— Last  Friday Jewiatown, April 14 The comnot
night in Augusta, the Big RKandy high }tee in charge of tlie preparcations for
achool debate teamn took 0 two to one :tl:e agnaanl convention of the Montann
decinlon from the Auguwta teum. 'l'heEl'lr4'bt~'l'c-nrh-r nssociation, to be held
question was: “Rexolved, That the here Thursday and  Fridar, expects,
United ﬁ;nln nl‘;?ul«ll enter the waorld iubnur 30 delegates to nttend from the
roirt under the Huarding remervations.™ | Livide. — Mra. .
Big Mandy upheld the affirmative, The | qlllh-l;fP T:!e h| resident, "r:_ R :.
debaterw of the Augusta schonl were | Sbaffer. aod the secretary. Mys. .. ¢7
Tentrice  Mtratton, Ruth Oglden uand ! Bardwell are bath residents of l.rwia- |
Knymond Grey., The judges of the de. Jtawn. All of the loca) branchex of she
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presujent. amd all the ather district . .

ot eers The newly eolected  dintriet

~tfieers are Olee Rosenquist. Tehigh,

Lo, the Rev. Relle tlarmon

Bt o v e presiedent; Mrea, Alex Pe
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FIGURE 9

Great Falls Tribune, April, 1925
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Two years ago the Congress chose four objectives:

All-year-round Parenthood.

. The things of the home brot {sic]| back home,

. An educated membership.

. Interpreting the value of education to the American people.

FWH

Last year, the fifth aim was added: The promotion of law
observance; and this year, the sixth: trained leadership.

Success 1s certain with these aims and objectives,

e « « At the close of last year's work in our own state, we had
thirty-two circles, with fifteen hundred members. Let us at
least double our membership this year.

As another aid in promotion, Mrs, Luedke prepared a wall exhibit
of literature sent out by the National Congress and placed these charts
in the office of the State Superintendent of Public Instruction and in
the county superintendents' offices from which places they could be
borrowed., She appointed C. G. Manning, for many years superintendent of
schools in Lewistown and prominent Montana educator, program chairman

for the State PTA. He introduced his program outlines and bibliographies,

which were published in a series of articles in Montana Education, with

this paragraph:24

Many of us do not fully realize the importance of the National
Congress of Parents and Teachers . . . It has sounded a new note
in the work of uniting schools and homes. It has cast aside all
idea of dictation in matters relating to the administration and
supervision of the school, Its one great aim is to bring the home

245ee Appendix N, p. 255.
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and school together through study, discussion and helpful
cooperation., School life in lLewistown has been bigger and

better during the past three years by reason of the association.?5

Mr. Manning urged that business meetings be kept short, that

informal cheerful surroundings be provided in the meeting place, that

carefully planned programs and well-prepared speakers would command

attention in a "vigorous and attractive manner." The complete outline

of his yearly program26

suggestions of recent years.

affords interesting comparison with program

Some conception of what the local units were doing during these

early years may be gleaned from the report published by Mrs, Bardwell

in the January, 1926, issue of Montana Education°27 Her summary of

activities of twenty-two associations from central and western Montana

reveals concern for undernourished children, health, need for improve-

ment and beautification of school premises, cultural attainments, and

good public relations between parents and teachers., A comparison of

these goals with more recent objectives proves a shift in certain

of interests.28 While PTA units still are concerned with better

25Montana Education, October, 1925, p. 22,

261b1d., p. 22 £f; also December, pp. 14-16.
27see Appendix 0, p. 260.

2Bpppendix 0, p. 260.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

areas



- 82 -

buildings, school finance, and child:health, since 1950 the emphasis
seems to be on provision of scholarships for worthy students, curricu-
lum, safety, legislation, recreation, and extracurricular activities.
Building good public relations still remains an important concern,
however, as do school lunches, public health matters, and teacher
recruitment,

Mrs. Luedke sent out a mimeographed news letter which, no doubt,
helped knit the local PTA units more closely to the Montana Congress.

Creation of three districts in the State to correspond with those
of the Montana Education Association was an important step taken at the
state convention in Billings, April 2 and 3, 1926. (Figures 10 and 11)
According to Mrs. Waldorf, district.chairmen were appointed, although
she gave no names., Fifty-one delegates attended the convention, where

29

an open forum was held on program, service, and publicity. It was
reported that state membership had increased to 2,519 in 39 associations,

and twenty-three subscriptions to The Child Welfare Magazine were

reported.

Probably the most interesting occurrence at the convention was
the formation of a Summer Round-Up Committee-~to coincide with the be-
ginning of the National Summer Round-Up work. In a personal interview
with Mrs, Luedke at her home in Lewistown in 1958, the writer was told

that much of the early extension work was made possible in Montana by

29Mrs. Waldorf, historian. See Appendix B, p. 188,
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(Constitution of the Montana BEducation Association, revised at Billings,
December, 1923, pp. 8 and 9)

Section 1., Districts. For purposes of annual teachers'! convention the
state shall be divided into three sections., In those countlies designated
as "optional," the local associations shall decide which district they
shall Jjoin.

District No., 1, Sanders, Mineral, Missoula, Ravalli, Granite, Beaver-
head, Madison, Powell, Silverbow, Gallatin, Lewls and Clark, except the
north end which is tributary to Great Falls, Broadwater, and Park;
optional counties, Lincoln, Flathead and Sweet Grass.

Probable meeting places are Missoula, Butte and Helena.

District No. 2. Wheatland, Fergus, Judith Basin, Cascade, Teton, Pondera,
Liberty, Hill, Choteau, Blaine, Toole, Phillips, Valley; optional
counties, Meagher, Golden Valley, Musselshell, Daniels, Roosevelt,
Sheridan, McCone and Garfield.

Probable meeting places are Great Falls, Lewistown and Havre.

District No., 3. Stillwater, Yellowstone, Carbon, Bighorn, Treasure,
Rosebud, Powder River, Carter, Custer, Fallon, Prairie, Wibaux, Dawson:
optional counties, Garfield, Daniels, Sheridan, McCone, Roosevelt,

Sweet Grass.,

Probable meeting places are Billings and Miles City. -

FIGURE 11l

MEA DIVISIONS OF STATE FOR DISTRICT CONVENTIONS
ARTICLE V. DISTRICT CONVENTIONS
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devoted PTA workers who paid their own expenses, She was able to travel
about the state becsuse her husbard'’s work on the railroad afforded her
a pass,

Among Mrs. Luedke’s reminiscences, two are of particular interest,
She told of meeting a National field worker in Missoula in order to
accompany the lady on a tour of Montana's larger cities in the extension
work of PTA. The field worker had been quite insistent that three con-
ferences a day be held., Since the itinerary included Missoula, Great
Falls, Biillings, and Glexxiive, the Natisonal representative was amazed
at the vastness that is Montana, The tour for these four conferences
took more than a week by train,

Montana, 80 the stury goes, alsc contributed the name to the
National health activity which held prominencze for sco many years-<the
Summer Rourd-Tp [zs;ig]., Seeing a milling herd of cows and calves being
driven by cowboys in esastern Momtana, the field secretary inquired about
it. Being told that it was i1 spring roundup for the purposs of branding
and dehorning, she exclaimed, "That!s it--that’s what we shall call our
new health program for pre-schovl children--the Summer Round.Up."

Mrs., Luedke was the first state president of the Montana Congress
to attend a National Board of Managers' mesting, She must have brought
mucsh inspiration back from Denver, for at the next state convention in
Helena, May 12 and 13, 1927, State PTA membership had increased from
2,519 to 4,419 and the number of associations from 39 to 66, The
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Founders'! Day offering, reported for the first time, was $14.37. At
this convention Miss Frances Hayes, national field secretary, conducted
a School of Instruction and the constitution was also revised. New
officers elected were Mrs, J. H. Gilbert, Dillon, president; Mrs. A. T.
Schultz, Helena, and Mrs, C, G. Manning, Lewistown, vice.presidents;
Mrs. A, F. Waldorf, Dillon, secretary; Mrs. E. H. Barrett, Great Falls,
treasurer; Mr. M. C. Deitrich, Billings, historian.

The first issue of the Bulletin published in Dillon, Montana, on
its first page carried this tribute to Mrs. Luedke:

OUR RETIRING PRESIDENT (Tribute to Mrs. Luedke)

It is the sentiment of all members of the Montana Congress
of Parents and Teachers that thanks be extended to our
retiring president, Mrs. A. W. Luedke, of Lewistown, [Bicl
in sincere appreciation of the fine work she has done ese
last two years as state president of the P,T.A.

Under her able guidance our state association has ad-
vanced very rapidly. The membership has been increased
to almost five thousand, and the number of delegates to
the state convention doubled. Mrs. Luedke was also in-
strumental in having the Bulletin issued for the first
time, a most important step in aiding local associations
in their activities and bringing them into closer touch
with each other and with the national organization.

This is a splendid record and has added greatly to PTA
strength in Montana,

Mrs. Luedke has promised her cooperation in PTA activities
and her continued interest will be a real help to the new
officers.30

3oBulletin, Published by the Montana Congress of Parents and
Teachers, Vol. I, No. 1, Dillon, Montana, October, 1927, pp. 1, &.
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CHAPTER VI
MONTANA PTA HISTORY 1927-1945

Despite the depression years of the 1930's, PTA work continued to
expand, With the precedent set by Mrs., Luedke and the four=year admini.
stration of Mrs. J. H. Gilbert of Dillon, membership in the Montana
Congress continued to grow in an increasing number of units. Of great
assistance to the extension of the work was the establishment of a state
office in quarters provided by the State Normal College1 in Dillon,

Here Mrs, Gilbert had her office where a large collection of materials
sent from national PTA headquarters was available, Mrs, Gilbert was
instrumental in changing the Bulletin from a monthly mimeographed letter
to a 1l6-page printed bulletin published monthly from September through
June. She organized the state officers according to the National's plan
and established several committees at large. The first district conven-
tions2 were held in Missoula, Great Falls, and Billings. The National
speakers at these meetings included Mrs. Jennie R. Nichols, Mrs, C. V.
Aspinwall, and Mrs., W, W. Gabriel, who conducted schools of instruction

at each convention,

lNow called Western Montana College of Education.
2According to the National Congress these should rightly be

called conferences, but Montana seems never to have done this until in
recent years.
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Mrs, Gilbert3 and Mrs. Waldorf, the state secretary, spoke at
the general meetings of District MEA Conventions, and the state presi-
dent also appeared at the Inland Empire Parent-Teacher section.

In 1929, the First Biennial State Convention was held in Butte,
with 102 delegates attending. Mrs. Hugh Bradford, third vice-president
of the National Congress, was the featured speaker. Other items of
interest at this convention were the appearance of a chorus of 50
singing mothers and the presentation of a pageant on the International
Federation of Home and School which had been written by Mrs. A. H. Reeves,
the national president,

Among other accomplishments of this year were the establishment
of a budget system of financeu and the printing of a regular section on

Montana Congress activities in Montana Education. Since 1922, occasional

articles on PTA work had been included in this magazine, but this was

the first time plans were made for regular contributions,

3In August, 1957, it was the writer'!s privilege to interview
Mrs. Gilbert at her home in Dillon, Alert and active at the age of
75, she impressed one with her grasp of current affairs and the interest
she still retains in PTA work. She offered the use of early bulletins,
copies of addresses she had made before many organizations, and many
interesting newspaper clippings and other sources of information for
use in the writing of this history.

4Table IT gives first report available from the state treasurer.
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TABLE II
STATE TREASURER'S REPORT*
Receipts--1927-28:
Dues 4214 .6 delinquent, 4220 , , . ., . . $633.00
Birthday Offerillg 6 © o 6 o o o 6 © o o » 105-"'7
President's Travelling Fund o o o o o o o 8?.25
General Fund from past Treasurer . . . . . 148.98
TOtal < ® L ] L ] (-] o L] L] < L 4 o L] - L 4 L J W
Disbursements--1927-28:
National Treasurer, 4220 dues ., . . « » . $211.00
Birthday offering . ¢ ¢« ¢ ¢« ¢ ¢ ¢ o o o & 52.73
President's Travelling Fun e o o o o o o 87.25
General Fm [-] o o o -] o [-] -] [ ] & [ ] [ t J [ L 2 312.u1
Total L] L3 -] L] [ -] L] -3 Qo -3 -0 [ L] L] -] 3653.39
Balance ., . o o ¢ o o $311.31
Receipts=<1928-29:
Balance cash from past year . . . . « o o« $§ 311.31
Dues ’ 6368 t J ° -] -] [ ] [-] [ o -] L ] [ ] -] [ ] E 2 L] * 955 L ] 20
Birthday offering . . o « o o o o o o o 135.88
General Fmd -] -] L] (-] L] * o ] -] (-2 Qo L ] o [ L] 5.00
TOtal L3 o [-] -] o ° [-4 L] [ L4 [ ] a - o * sl. i07.39
Disbursement s-.1928-29:
National Treasurer, 6368 dues . . . . . -« $§ 318.40
Birthday Offering 0 o L] (-] o o o [} [ L] * * 6? o 94
General FUNA . o o « o o o o o o o o o o o 616.11
Tot&l e o © o o o6 © o o o6-- 6. 6 © 0 o $1’002-ES
Balance . . o o « « » $UON.OH
Signed: Mrs. E. H. Barrett, Great Falls

*Bulletin, October, 1929, p. 6.
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The first report given by a state treasurer (See Table II, p. 89)
merely listed receipts and disbursements,

At the 1929 Convention, Mrs, Gilbert, Mrs, Waldorf and Mrs.
Barrett were all reelected for another term as state officers.5 The
number of members and units continued to grow as did the activities of
PTA in the state, Mrs, Gilbert helped make plans with Mrs. Emma Bauer
Golden for the first parent-teacher course taught in Montana.6

Mrs. Gilbert's report before the Second Biennial Convention
stated that:

1930 has given greater evidence of progress in the sense of
increased usefulness through a better understanding of
possibilities of the Parent-Teacher movement and its real
aims and ideals than any other year since organization of
the state association.?

The name of the official publication of the Montana Congress of

Parents and Teachers was changed from Bulletin to Montana Parent-Teacher

when Mrs. R. C. Paxson, Missoula, became president. Mrs., Charles E., Roe,
field secretary for the National Congress, Mrs. Paxson, and fourteen
members of the State Board attended the Montana White House Conference
in Helena, During her administration, as in previous years, PTA section-

al meetings were held in conjunction with the MEA in Helena. The

5Figure 12, See p. 91.

6See Chapter 12,

7See Figures 14, 15, 16 from the Great Falls Tribune, May 10,
1931, p. 1.
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- . THE BUTTE DAILY POST

RE-ELECTED OFFICERS OF P. T. A.

OFFICERS of the Montana Parent-Teacher assoclation were re-elected to ther posts this morn-
ing at the convention here. The officers, above, from left to right, are, Mrs. 2. H. Barrett, Great
Falls, state treasurer; Mrs. J. H. Gilbert, Dillon, state president, and Mrs. A. F. Waldor{, Dillon,

state secretary. ]

&

FIGURE 12

STATE OFFICERS RE-ELECTED, 1929
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State Group Now
Eight Years Old;

*

Growth Is Rapids

1930 Progress

Outstanding, State President!|
Will Report; Many Speakers to Address '
Sessions During Three-Day Meet

POARDED o8 one of the out-

Orgenized tn 1897

The psrent-tescher association ss 8

was first orgsnized

saclonal
-~ . —n s WMadtianal MNown.

Second Liennial

all who ssw the demonstration were
comverted to the idea of the preschool
roundup.

Many addresses at the state conven-
tion this week will concern behavior
prodlems, which are inciuded in the
health department branch of mental
hygiene. The mental hygiene playlet, '
My Son, Joha.” wil] be a feature of .
the program. which will be given un-
der this division of the P.-T. A. de-
partment.

The Montana Congress of Parsnts
and Teachers now has sight choral
clube anized and sponsored by par-
ent-teacher groups. In addition. many

“IGURE 213

onventicn

Great Falls Tribune, May 10, 1931, p. 1
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Prominent in Parent-Teacher Convention
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FIGURE 14

Second Biennial Convention

Great Falls Tribune, May 10, 1931, p. 1
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and Teaclers 18 rrvatled slong na-
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ment of extension, pudbliz wellare, -
sducation. home service and health.
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sult of membership work Montana
can report that ita membership will
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osntage that of 1930,

Roandup of Children
Comimittess under direction of the
public welfare department are mo-

tion pictures, recreation and safety.
Ths department of education has the.
prew o echool. ducation and
and pageantry.

| education. Under the depart-
mapnt of home ervics are groups
home educuuon. books
thrift and epirttual

The summer roundup of preschool
children, who &fe to enter achools for
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department program. Children 'are
examinen for physical defects, the
examinstian taking place usually the
istier part of the school year or early
1h the summar. Defects sre reported
o parents. Through the roundup par-

~f "\e tc:.v-":c' DI

stude Gy pe §

BLUAY QTC .7 AIe TroaT el T M
reuiTetEents T . <.x Tard oase s ..
Una and o maAty grou RN S T
lines are *ake™ !.'fw-:. !‘.e bet e *ex2-
books <2 this e ibje¢: The depar:-
ment af public wel’are. arciXer P -
T A branch or subdivisicn s con
cerned with recreslion. fety ang

thrift The deparimert also 1ncludes
previewing of pictures to delermins
good pictuyrew to be seen by chidren.

Comm: tiecs-at-large are crested
‘'when there i1s a need for any particy-
lar comrittee. The following <om-
mitteen.at-large have been active dur-
1ng the Isat yrar Publiciry. cntld
welfare magazine, literature. founder's
day, emblem and budget
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parent education The Stas N-rmal
college at Dillon. In co-cperatien with
the National Congrers of Parerts anda
Teachers and the Mortana congress,
will offer & course in parent ecdu-a-
tion snd educational aspecia of th
P.-T. A. during the coming summn:er
qusarter. The caurse will be glien dur-
ing the firat three weeks of rummer
school from June 1% w0 Julv 3 and
one hour of college cred!it wii] be al-
lowed. The time given to the courne
will be one hour a day for fuour dass
a week, making 12 hours for the three
weeka.
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of the parent-teacher movement, ita
legitimate fields of work. educational
significance and the problems arlaing
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velopment. Working out of some of
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!s study will be made of leadership
'and program making., Emi:a Bauer
Golden, supervisor of primary edu-
:uon at the normal college, witl be
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1930 lecorl! Published

Three thousand copies of s 534-Dage

bound walume, a record of J930 ac-

which includes reporie from all atate
preaidents, have been printed. One
book is sent free to atate officers for
esch 1,000 peid members in the state,
while & cOpPY Is sent w0 each member
of the national board of managers.
‘IThe remaining coples will be used in
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Mra. Hugh Bradford of Sacramento,
Oalif. s Ppresident of the National
Congress
wW. Bwood ot,w’nshl;)xt:n s,
gensral  SeCTOtary. ationa’ ead-
quartere of the P.-T. A. is at Wesh- |
In sadition to Mrs. Ollbert,
Mnt. state officers are Mrs. R. D.
Rader of Helena. first vice preatdent;
Mra. A. ¥F. Waldott of Dillon. secre-
tary: M E H. Barrett of Orest:
Pulls, treasurer; Mrv. M. M. Browning
of Beit. bistorian. )
District chatrmen are Mrs. C. H.

anta bDecOINe ACquAlnted with pnme-.l
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Great Falls Tribune, May 10, 1931, p. 1
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drought-stricken areas in Eastern Montana received help from local PTA
units working in cooperation with the Red Cross. Several lssues of the

Montana Parent-Teacher were reduced in size, and no April issue was

published in 1932 because of lack of finances. During these early years,
advertising paid for its publication, and when enough revenue could not
be solicited, the number of monthly issues had to be curtailed.
Mrs, William V. Beers, Billings, who served two terms as state

president, in her annusl report to National, wrote:

Our state has maintained her membership in spite of another year

of drouth, [sic) grasshoppers, and mormon crickets in the farming

lands of the middle and esstern part of the state., We have lost

some units, at least for the time being, because there was no

money to pay memberships, but we have gained Jjust about enough

new ones to make up for those who geem lost, but probebly wili

come back when conditions improve.
After she had addressed the Western Diocesan Council of Catholic Women
at Helena on the work of the Parent.Teacher organization, several new

units were added from the parochial schools. Mrs. Beers, writing in the

November, 1933, Montana Parent-Teacher, stafed that federal funds were

available for school buildings and for hiring of teachers in areas

where it would have been a financlal necessity to close schools, Localily,
PTA units continued doing much relief work with milk and hot lunches
being served to undernourished children., Mrs. A. C. Watkins, a National
representative visited the state and addressed meetings at Glendive,

28 8Nat:lonal Congress of Parents and Teachers, Proceedings, 1937,
p. 280,
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Billings, Havre, Great Falls, Butte, a.n:l Missoula, Another National
representative, Mrs. Hugh Bradford, spoke at the PTA sectlon meetings
at the district MEA conventions, Mrs. Beers was proud of the fact
that Montana won first place in her class for the highest percentage
of subscriptions to National Parent 'reachez" ard that Montana had the
largest percentage of remediasl defects among children corrected as a
result of the Summer Round-Up. The state bylaws were revised to
coincide with the national bylaws to provide for nine vice-presidents,
six of whom were to be the directors of the districts.’ Among the NCPT
speakers at the biennial convention in Butte in 1937 were Mrs, John
E. Hayes and Mrs. M, C. Wilkinson. Another featured speaker was Mr.
Orville Pratt, president of the National Education Association,
State Board members held their annual meeting with Mrs. R. H.
Jesse, newly elected state president, at the annual convention of the
National Congress in Salt Lake City, in the spring of 1938, Dressed in
pioneer costumes, they were colorful ushers at the convention on May 16,
Mrs, Jesse chose for her state projects‘: (1) closer cooperation between
the NEA and PTA and (2) the establishment of PTA institutes as part of
our education courses in teacher training.”

9Thie apparently was done in conjunction with the division of
Montana into six districts to facilitate the extension work carried on,
For further discussion on this subject, refer to Chapter VIII, p. 119.
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Mrs, Jeosse, urging use of the radio for extension work, said in

her annual report for 1938:

Our 3 NBC stations in the state carried the National Radio Forum

programs, Many stations have carried local PTA broadcasts planned

by the city councils. We are joining with a group of educational

organizations in evolving a plan for state educational broadcasts.l0
Safety education was particularly stressed. In her first term of office
she urged support of national legislation, and cooperation with the MEA
and the Montana Taxpayers'! Association for state legislation.

With a surplus of $1500.00 on hand in the State PTA treasury,
the State Board passed the motion to invest $750,00 in securities and
to use the remainder in extension work., At the conclusion of her two
terms of office, Mrs, Jesse was elected the first honorary vice-
president of the Montana Congress. In 1943 Mrs, Jesse was appointed
International Relations Chairman on the Board of Managers of the National
Parents and Teachers.-the only Montanan ever to be honored by the
ncpr, 1t
Mrs., James Scott of Helena found it necessary to resign as state

president after less than a year in office and was succeeded by Mrs.
Holsey C. Johnson, Butte. After her election, Mrs. Johnson held meetings
in Butte, Helena, Great Falls, Lewistown, Glendive, Billings, and Laurel
and set forth as her objectives: "l. PTA members are to give full and

unstinted help in every line of defense, in cooperation with the National

loProceedings of National Congress, p. 266,

Uyontana Parent-Teacher, October, 1943, p. 3.
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program; 2. PTA units are to open and foster recreational centers for
young people not in service; 3. PTA units are to work for hot lunches
for every school child in Montana; 4, PTA units should adopt some form

of identification for school children; 5. the state congress is to borrow
the idea of the Illinols Congress in adopting an introduction card for
PTA sons in the service; 6. PTA units are to conduct an all-out member-
ship drive to keep coomunity attention centered on the lmportance of

PTA activities."l?

At the Eighth Biennial Convention, September 28 and 29, 1943, the
influences of the times are noted in the speechesl3--"The Family in a
World at War," by Mrs. William Hastings, national president; "The School
in a World at War," by Dr. Ernest Melby; "Planning Together for Youth," a
panel; and *"Legislation," by Linus Carleton, MCPT legislative chairman.

Mrs. C. W. Gross, Helena, MCPT president from 1943 to 1945, in
her amnual report told of a questionnaire on juvenile protection which
had been sent to units., In response to the question, "What are the most
serious Juvenile delinguency problems in your county?" the answers given
were "theft, shoplifting, teen-age girls unchaperoned on the streets at

night, girls meeting servicemen at trains, traffic violations, truancy,

6 1254¢1 0nal Congress of Parents and Teachers, Proceedings, 1943,
p. 162,

13convention program, MCPT, 1943,
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minors frequenting places where liquor 1s sold, sex offenses, broken
streetlights." To the question "What was the most successful PTA method
of curbing Juvenile delinguency?" answers included “arousing parents to
their responsibility, arousing interest in law enforcement, stressing
religious training, and creating home duties for children.” Some units
reported establishing recreation centers, using swimming pools and
gymnasiums for leisure time, .and sponsorship of Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts,
and Camp Fire Girls,1¥

A resolution favoring distribution of war surplus supplies after
the war for use in schools in the varlous states was passed by the State
Board, Mrs. Gross sent PTA packets to each county superintendent of
schools to distribute as needed,

For some time it was doubtful whether a state convention could be
held, but with the end of World War IX, the Ninth State Biennial Conven~

tion was planned to take place in Missoula,

luProceedings. 1944, p. 395.
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CHAPTER VII
1945 TO THE PRESENT

The war was over, What better theme for a state convention
than "Education for a World at Peace?" Miss Agnes Samuelson spoke
on "Responsibility of a Community for Building a Better Peace." Other
speakers included Mr. Earl Fellbaum--'"Can We Biucate for Peace during
the Atomic Age?" and Dr. James A. McCain.."Bducation for a World at
Peace.” Mrs, Dallas J. Reed, who had been editor of the Montana Parent.
Teacher for several years, was elected president at this convention in
October, 1945, New state bylaws were adopted changing the term of office
from two to three years and providing for two district convention years
before the next state convention. The first of a series of leadership
training workshops was begun by Mrs. Reed arnd Mr. Linus J. Carleton,
college cooperation chairman,l

The acute financial conditions of Montana schools resulted in the
formation of the Montana Citizens! Committee, with Mrs. Reed and the
Montana Corngress of Parents and Teavhers taking the lead in the movement
which was to result, eventually, in the passage of the first foundation

program by the State Logishturo.z

1800 Chapter X, p. 129.

2rhe work of the Citizens' Committee is briefly outlined in the
Chronological History, Appendix B, pp. 209-.211,
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Another accomplishment of the MCPT during Mrs, Reed's admini-
stration was the beginning of the State Scholarship Program.3 Since its
inception, over 75 college students who indicated they planned to teach
have been aided by these scholarships. At the end of her term of office
Mrs. Reed was elected as the third honorary vice-president of the
Montana Congress, the first being Mrs. Jesse and the second, Mrs., Holsey
Johnson,

Mr. Harry Ross, the first man to become state president of the
Montana Congress, was elected at the state convention in Billings,
October, 1948, The next spring, at State Board meeting, Mr. Ross intro-
duced Mr, D. D. Cooper, PTA legislative chairman, who called upon Mr, C.
R. Anderson of Helena to discuss work of the Citizens! Committee.

Mr. Anderson reported that "The PTA, backed by the Citizens' Committee,
were {sic] responsible for the major achievements of school legislation,
teacher retirement, and certification bills that were passed" by the
legislature.u

Among other items of business at this meeting were the newly
functioning scholarship committee work, need to raise state dues to help
finance the deficit of the Bulletin publication and to pay expenses of

State Board members when attending annual meetings, purchase of a

389e Chapter X, p. 129,
nMinutes of State Board, p. 111.
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steel file for State office records, and plans for the annual workshops.
In response to an invitation from Mr. J. C. Jepson, president of the
Idaho Congress of PTA, to participate in the I.E.E.A. meeting 1ln Spokane,
Washington, April 6, 1949, Mr. Ross appointed Mr., Robert Farnsworth of
Great Falls, Mr, Cooper, and Mr. Linus Carleton to handle the project
assigned to Montana--a discussion of the topic, "Home and Elementary
School Level Cooperation."5
Since Mr, Ross! duties as Superintendent of Schools in Butte at
that time prevented him from attending the May meeting of the National
Board of Managers in St., Louis, he appointed Mrs. Clara Munger to repre-

sent the state., Mrs. Munger's report of the national convention was

well.chronicled in the Montana Parent-Teacher6 in which she quoted

Mrs. Hughes, national president:

Mrs. Hughes went on to say that we must continue to work for
health, better housing, more money for adequate education and
parent education. She stated one of the great achievements of
the past three years was the incorporation of a P.T.A. training
course at Northwestern University, designed to give every
teacher, principal and superintendent a clear understanding

of the role of Parent-Teacher Association in the education of
our children. . . . To our Montana Parent-Teacher members, I
might say that I learned we have only begun Parent-Teacher work
as compared to some of the other states.

SMinutes of State Board Meeting, p. 116.

6Montana Parent-Teacher, September, 1949, pp. 3=5.
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The following year, Mrs. W. G. Nelson, then editor of the Bulletin,
reported on the National Board of Managers meeting in Chicago as Mr.
Ross' representative.

Among the suggestions Mrs. Nelson brought back from the national
meeting as reported in the Pre-Convention Board Meeting Minutes for
October 17, 1951, were the following:

She (Mrs. Nelson) said our position in civilian defense was dis-
cussed, Materials for schools should have preference over taverns,
theaters and the like and we should be alert to protect our share
of material available over government needs, We should appeal

to Washington D.C. through our state president for such steel.

Mr. Ross advised that blanks are available from the State
Dept. of BEducation,

Also=National recommends we stagger the elections of State
Board Officers, One year; [sic] Two year; [sic] and Three year
terms until we get the system active, District officers should
be elected the same. This method assures the Board some experi-
enced personnel as well as new members, Mrs. Crampton is available
for workshops next year, before December. She would like two
days at each designated place, She will also give instruction
to new officers at conventions.?

Extension work of the PTA continued with the formation of many
new units, a new rural council, and the workshops resulting in membership,
in 1950-51 of over 20,000.8 Mrs. Ann Crampton conducted the officer

training workshops in several Montana areas. The term of the state

?Mrs. Ann Crampton of Spokane, Washington, was for several
years a field consultant for the National Congress.

8see Table ITI, p. 104.
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TABLE III

GROWTH OF THE MONTANA CONGRESS OF PARENTS AND TEACHERS (MCPT)
IN MEMBERSHIP AND UNITS IN COMPARISON WITH GROWTH
OF THE NATIONAL CONGRESS (NCPT) FOR
YEARS 1918 - 1963

"YEAR W PT "NCPT ONITS ~ SOURCE
(Montana)
1918 v
1920 607
1922 505 Bulletin*
1923 1,077 20 "
1924 1,137 18 "
1924..25 1,501 32 "
1925-26 2,519 (2,946) 39 "
192627 4,419 (4,311) 66 (69) n
1927.28 4,885 (4,482) 83 (95) Bulleting#
1928..29 5,515 91 (89) "
1929-.30 5,945 (6,336) 93 (89) "
1930-31 6,124 (5,912) 1,511,203 73 Proceeding s
1931-32 4,826
1932.33 4,848 86 MCPT Minutes
1933-34 6,218 1,465,910 112 Proceedings
1934.35 7.926 1,727,703 125 n
1935-36 ' 8,288 1,877,171 130 "
1936-37 83,190 2,056,777 128 "
1937-38 8,304 2,222,218 128 "
1938-39 9,032 2,291,479 129 "
1939-40 . 9,918 2,379,599 140 "
1940-41 1,174 2,480,188 156 n
194142 11,516 2,685,041 159 1
194243 10,062 2,612,345 128 "
194344 10,626 3,054,950 142 "
194445 12,115 3,487,138 132 b
1945.46 13,117 3,910,106 143 "
194647 15,905 4,486,855 183 "
1947.48 17,285 5,127,896 208 "
194849 19,759 5,774,358 215 "

*Bulletin, May, 1930, p. 12.
#Bulletin, June, 1928, p. 4.
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TABLE III (CONTINUED)

YEAR MCPT NCPT* DNITS SOURC
{Montana)

1949.50 19,608 6,167,079 231 Proceedings
1950-51 20,081 6,589,516 268 "
195152 27,258 7,219,165 300 "
1952-53 23,506 7+953,806 300 "
1953-54 30,145 8,822,694 300 n
195k.55 30,122 9,409,282 290 n
1955..56 31,201 10,130,352 306 n
1956-57 32,927 10,694,474 310 "
1957-58 32,198 11,018,156 301 "
1958-59 26,753 11,516,905 340 "
1959-60 33,551 11,926,552 350 "
1960-61 32,131 12,174,289 270 "
1961-62 3,175 12,107,507 301 "
1962-63 32,303 | 12,131,318 301 "

*Proceedings of NCPT for years indicated

#Ibid.
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officers was changed back to two years at the state convention in Great
Falls, October 18, 1951, at which time Mrs. Marion Crawford of Laurel
was elected head of the MCPT.

Mrs. Crawford had represented Mr. Ross at the National convention
in Miami, Florida, the previous May, so came to the state office with
some previous experience and knowledge of work at both the state and
national levels.

Resolutions adopted at the Great Falls convention were presented
by Mrs. Maggie Smith Hathaway. Among the resolutions were the following:’

Be it further resolved that a study be unde kon for the purpose
of clarifying the present state statues %‘Eﬂ regarding the lia.
bility of parents for the acts of minor ¢ ren and that the results
of such study be made available to the legislative Comm. | gic] for
presentation to the State Legislature. . . .

Be it further resolved that each member of this State Congress
rededicate himself to the ailms and objectives of this organization
and carry them forward in his daily living.

Mrs. Crawford devoted much time to building good public relations
for the Montana Congress of Parents and Teachers, She attended many
meetings such as the Inland Empire Bducation Association in Spokane in
19523'1 the "Federation of Home and School" meeting in Canada in the fall

of 1952.12 and the Montana Association of School Administrators!'

Montana Parent Teacher, November, 1951.
10

nstatutes” llpoard Minutes, p. 153.

121 id,, P. 155, This is the counterpart of the PTA in the
United States.
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Conference in 1954,

Mrs. Marguerite M. Scheid, director of Field Service of NCPT,
conducted workshops at each of the two=day district conventions in
1953, and a state workshop at MSU was also held. Mrs. Crawford was
re-elected to a second term in 1953, at the biennial convention in
Helena, In 1954 there was a 28% gain in membership--the second highest
in the country,l3 A radio series, "The Parent School of the Air," first
presented in Billings aroused interest in parent education. State PTA
scholarships were increased in amount. In 1954, money invested ten years
previously in "F" bonds had matured and was no longer drawing interest,
The state treasurer, Mrs. Thomas J. Micka, was instructed to buy "E"
bonds with the $1,000,00,1%

Mrs, Crawford was elected vice-president of the State Presidents®
Association at the May National Board Meeting in 1953.,15 Following the
election of her successor, Mrs. Crawford was named as one of ten Montana
Delegates to the White House Conference on Education, November 28 to
December 1, 1955, which was called by President Eisenhowero16 A resolu-

tion recommending that Mrs. Crawford be endorsed for a regional

13Montana Parent-Teacher, September, 1954, p. 8.

l4Minutes of the State Board, p. 154,

15Montana Parent-Teacher, October, 1953, p. 5.

16antana Parent-Teacher, November, 1955, p. 1.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



- 108 -

presidency or national chairmanship was adopted at the spring Board
meeting in Helena, April 15, 16, 1955017 The board also approved the
following statement:
The Board of Managers of the Montana Congress of Parents and
Teachers recommends that Mrs. Crawford be commended for leader-
ship in the growth and scope of activity and prestige of PTA
during her administration--with a special citation for her
work in the area of public relations and securing representa-
tion and recognition on the State and National level by

organizations interested and active in the fields of education
and child welfare.

At the state convention held in Great Falls in 1953, the delegates
were asked to amend the constitution to change the term of office of the
state president from 2 to 3 years with no second term to be allowed.
Thus it has been that Mrs. Gilbert, Mrs. Beers, Mrs. Jesse, and Mrs.
Crawford are the only presidents to have held the state office for two
terms.

A life membership in the National Congress was purchased for Mrs.
Crawford and also for the incoming president, Mrs. Clara Munger of
Helena, who was elected at the state convention in Butte, November 10-12,
1956, The final report of the National Headquarters chairman showed
that Montana had contributed $2,326.05 toward the construction of the

19

new building in Chicago.

17

Minutes of State Board Meeting, April 15, 16, 1955.
l8Minutes Book of State Board, p. 197.
19

Proceedings, 1957, p. 187,
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Mrs. Munger gave encouragement to the smaller towns in Montana
to offer to hold district conferences. She said, "One=day meetings
held in small towns reach more of the members of our rural units than
does a three-.day convention in a larger city."zo Thus, district
conventions were held in 1957 in Townsend, Huntley, Glendive, Poplar,
Conrad, and Stevensville, Dema Kennedy, National Congress field staff
member, conducted a workshop at State Board Meeting. Mrs, Munger felt,
as had several presidents preceding her, that the time was soon approaching
when it would be necessary to move the State Congress office from the
home of the president to permanent quarters and to employ a full-time
executive secretary,

Like her predecessors, Mrs, Munger represented the Montana Con-
gress at many meetings, among which were the Montana Health Planning
Council in Helena, January 9, 1956; the Montana School Administrators
meeting, January 16 and 17, 1956; and others. For the first time in ten
years the State Congress had an appointed historian, Mrs. Thomas J.
Micka, who began work on a history of the Montana Congress of Parents
and Teachers. Since the resignatiop of Mrs. H. R. Patton in 1947 ,4L
nothing had been done to preserve records, collect data, and marshall
the important events and thinking of the organization into a chronolog-

ical sequence.

ZOIn speech to State Board of Managers. LH. Mick{]

2lMinutes of State Board, p. 59.
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Standing rules of the Montana Congress were last revised April,
1946, and the recommended revisions were to be ready for distribution
at the fall convention in Havre, October 2, 3, and &, 1958, Mrs, Munger
reviewed her three years' accomplishments by referring to the "Guide for
District Presidents" compiled by Mrs, Irving Hoye; the re<activating of
the Life Membership program, and the stand of MCPT in approving the
four.year minimum reguirement for teachers,2?

Among the resolutions which were approved at this Fourteenth
State Convention were approval of Referendum No. 61, a renewal of the
six-mill levy for the support of the Montana University System; authori-
zation to purchase needed office equipment for the State Board and
state president; and "that resolutions of former conventions, now in the
records, supporting legislation for the welfare of children, still
stand."23

The state convention in October, held on the campus of Northern
Montana College in Havre, had Mrs., Leon S. Price, the National chairman
of the Committee on Publicity, as the main speaker. A number of units
honored faithful members with life memberships in the Montana Congress,
and the MCPT itself honored Mrs. Gilbert and Mrs. Luedke, early state
presidents, with life memberships. A National 1life membership was con-

ferred upon the newly-elected state president, Mrs., W, G, Nelson of Butte,

22Montana Parent-Teacher, November, 1958, p. 7.

23Ibid.. Ps 9.
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This practice was to be continued for all incoming state heads. State
scholarships were raised to $220,00 each, State membership had climbed
to 33,402, and the number of units in the state was at 292,

Mrs. W. G. Nelson of Butte assumed the office of state president
of the Montana Congress with years of experience in PTA work behindrher

as former editor of the Montana Parent-Teacher and as a local, district,

and state officer, She attended the Inland Empire Bducation Association
Meeting, April, 1959, as the official PTA delegate from Montana; the
Natlional PTA Convention in Denver; the Forum of Aerospace Education in
Las Vegas, Nevada; the Seminar at Boulder, Colorado, on Title VII of
the National Defense Act;zb and, with Mrs, Paul Visscher of Bozeman, the
White House Conference on Children.z5 At the spring Board Meeting,
March 3l-April 3, 1959, the following policies were adopted with reference
to federal aid to education:
1. That our free public school system should be maintained and
strengthened.
2. That the ever-increasing needs of our schools require action
at all levels of government: local, state, and national.
3. That federal funds for the support of education should go to
publicly controlled, tax-supported schools only.

4, That provisions should be made to ensure minimum federal and
maximum local control,26

zuMiss Harriet Miller, State Superintendent of Public Instruction,
asked Mrs, Nelson. to attend this Conference, April 11.13, 1960, See
Montana Parent-Teacher, September, 1960, p. 7.

25Montana Parent-Teacher, January, 1960, p. 4.

26Minutes of Spring Board Meeting, March 31-April 3, 1959.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



Guest at the Board meeting was Mrs., Ellen Bieler, field consultant for
the National Congress, giving suggestions and conducting training, the
sessions being concerned with the work to be done by the State Board
of Managers,

Following the decision of the State Board to recognize arnd honor
any person in Montana who has contributed outstanding service to youth,
Judge W. W. Lessley, Bozeman, received the first award from the Montana
Comress.z'?

An innovation in the Montana Parent-Teacher this year was the
publication of legislative action taken in the State lLegislature regard.
ing bills in which the PTA was 1nterested.28

Another action taken by the State Board in 1959 was to discontinue
the rating score sheets on which units applied for standard and superior
PTA ratings.z9 These had been in use from the very early days of the
orgenization, being revised aslneed,arnsa.ag

Mrs, Nelson made numerous speeches before various groups regarding
the stand of the State Corgress with regard to federal ald to education.

For greater impetus, with Mrs. Ernest Koestner, legislative chairman, and

27Montana Parent-Teacher, December, 1959, p. 7.

28Montana Parent-Teacher, March, 1959, p. 5.
293ee Apperdix V, p. 274,

3OCOpies of early rating sheets were printed in the Bulletin,
February, 1929, p. 8.
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Mrs. Lloyd Berg, state publicity chairman, Mrs. Nelson and others had an

active part in organizing public meetings to discuss the Peabody Report.31
Two candidates for each of the state PTA offices were presented by

the nominating committee at the state convention in Billings June 8 and

9, 1961. Both the April and May issues of the Montana Parent-Teacher

contained a long list of resolutions to be considered at the convention,
as well as the matter of revision of the state bylaws. The business
sessions were somewhat stormy and resulted in the suspension of the
current bylaws in order that they might be revised. A committee was
appointed to revise the 1958 bylaws, and the motion to have a state
convention every even numbered year carried., Mrs. Irving Hoye, newly
elected president,thus had to begin plans for another state convention
as soon as she entered office. In cone of her early messages to PTA
members she wrote, "We have three important items of business to take
care of at the convention: (1) Revision of the tate bylaws; (2) the
Legislative Code, and (3) the possible development of a State Platform."
After two days of parliamentary maneuvering, there was still no positive
action. It was agreed "That the bylaws Committee present its report to
the Montana Congress Units under the provisions of the 1958 bylaws,"
This motion carried, and the Montana Congress again functioned under

the 1958 bylaws.32

31A study of educational problems in Montana authorized by the
State Legislature.

32State Convention Minutes, March 30, 31, 1962.
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Mrs, Hoye, like her predecessors, had worked for a number of
years at the district and state levels in PTA extension, magazine pro-
motion, and in other areas. She was largely responsible for the
District President's Guide and also for a study on the feasibility of
establishing a permanent state office. In her report she tsbulated
the results of correspordence with a number of states on their views
of a permanent state office for PTA work. To date no action bhas been
taken to establish permanent quarters for the Montana Congress.

Minutes of the State Board meeting for January 24, 1963, recorded
that the following motion carried:

The by-laws [ _s_g._e-j_ committee after studying the 1962 proposed
by-laws and believing them to be unworkable, does suggest to
the State Board of Managers we revert to the 1958 revised by
laws which after revisions to be submitted to the units for
consideration, shall be presented to the 1964 State Convention
of the MCPT.

At the Board meeting December 6 and 7, 1963, the revised standing rules
for the nominating committee were deleted so only one candidate for
each office was nominated, It was also voted to discontinue the use
of a set of slides which had been developed for use in the district
officer-training workshops.

The Executive Board of the MCPT met in a session during the
State Board meeting and presented this report for all present:

The Executive Board of the MCPT met in an informal . . . type
meeting Friday, December 6 at 9 p.m. Present were leota, Harry,
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Zorka, Rachelle, Mildred, Mary and Pete.33 A statement to
be presented to the Board of Managers was prepared:

"The Executive Board, after much discussion, has come
to the following coneclusion:

It behooves us all, as interested PTA Board members,
to inform ourselves about PTA policies and be aware of, and
prepared to, combat any activities that might occur to
disrupt the function of attaining our regular PTA goals.“3u
Such "activities" no doubt referred to those of a very vocal group whose
shouts tended to dominate the Great Falls Convention so far as voting on
constitution revision and stands on legislation were concerned, To
prevent a recurrence at the 1964 Convention, all voting was by means of
a special card given only to duly registered delegates. A new set of
bylaws was thus accepted, and a new slate of officers elected, headed
by Dr. William E. Booth of Bozeman, who was nominated from the floor
and defeated Mrs, Lucylle Evans of Stevensville, the nominated candidate.
An effort was then made by four PTA members to have the election
declared null and void by serving a mandamus on Mrs. Hoye and members of
the State Board because the convention credentials committee had refused
to seat them., Refusal was based on the fact that their dues had not

been sent in by the specified date, March 15,35 Mrs. Hoye, thus, carried

33The members of the Executive Board are Leota Hoye, Harry
Mikelson, Zorka Milanovich, Rachelle Mansfield, Mildred Nelson, Mary
Restad, and Pete Gallagher.

Fyinutes of the Board Meeting, December 6, 7, 1963,

35Montana Parent-Teacher, September, 1964, pp. 3, 4.
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on as state president until a decision by Judge Lester Loble in September
decided in favor of the State PTA, and Mr., Booth began his term of
office~.~as Montana entered its second fifty years of Parent-Teacher
work.36

The state treasurer's report, for the first time in the Congress'
history, showed a deficit, resulting from the increased postage rates,
higher costs of publishing the Montana Parent-Teacher, and other

expenses.>! To offset the deficit, the 1964 State Convention voted to

ralse dues to 35¢, with the extra 10¢ going to help carry on work of
the State Congress,

For convenience of reference, lists of the state presidents of
the Montana Congress of Parents and Teachers, the years of their tenure,
and the state conventions are given in Appendix R, p. 267 and Appendix

T, p. 269. District officers are listed in Appendix U, p. 270.

36See Montana Parent-Teacher, October, 1964, p. 12.

37see Table IV, p. 117.
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TABLE IV
REPORT OF STATE TREASURER - 196l
MONTANA CONGRESS OF PARENTS AND TEACHERS
Cash Receipts and Disbursements

for the year ending March 31, 1964

Cash Receipts:

StateDueS.o..,................. $6,139060
National DUES o o o o o o o ¢ o 6 o o o o o o o o o 1,534.95
Scholarship fund « « o o o o o o o o s o o o o o o o 1,033,75
Founder's Day giftS o o o o ¢ o « o o « o o o o o o 535.68
Literature and jewelry « o o o o o ¢« s o o o o o o o 376.01
Bulletin « « o o o o 5 © o © 2 o o o o o & o o o o o 625,00
District Conference . « « o o o o o o « o o o o o L66,00
National COongress .« o o o o o o o 06 ¢ o o« o « « a = 351.76
Interest ¢ o + s o & o 6 ¢ 6 ¢ ¢ s o o o o » & o o o 8)4095
Other . & o v ¢ o « o o o o o o o o o o o o ¢ « o 4 72.05
Total receipts $11,219.75
Cash Disbursements:
Office secretary « « « « « o« « « « « $ 5L0O.OO
TreaSurer . o o « o © o o o o o« o o 390.00
At & o 4 4 6 4 6 e e s e e e e 75.00
National Magazine . . . « « ¢ « .+ . 25.00
Scholarships . . « « = =« ¢« ¢« &« o » « 1,000.00
Bulletin « « & « « o « « « o « o « & 3,04L4.60
President's travel . « « o « ¢« &+ o & 720,13
President's supplies « + « s ¢ + . - 865.49
State Office o« ¢« o ¢ o ¢ o o o o o o 18.51
Jewelry . o o o o « o s o s « o o 611.78
Bookkeeping expense . . . o + ¢ o o 99.57
Board Meetings . « o s o o o o o o o 790.97
District President's travel and
material « o« o o ¢ o o o 707432
State Board travel « « o o o o o o o 81.56
National Convention .« ¢ « « o ¢ o o 1,00.00
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TABLE IV (CONTINUED)

District Convention

General chairman ., , . « .
Biucation chair¥man . . . &
Extension . . . . . ¢ & o o
mitor....a»a....
Legislation . . o . o ¢ & &«
Circulation and promotion .
National Board . . . o o o

National Congress , . o o«
Total Disbursements

Deficit

) L} e 6 o ¢ © o ©

e o 4 o0 o & ® L) L)

L] ° o o 9 ° ® o o

. ® o o 9 ¢ © ] »

° ® o o ¢ # o L) L4

@
-
©
L]
°
o
e
(-]
.

$

117.87
122.19
12.00
31.30
191.61
5096
50.00
299.00

1,788,49

$11,988.35
$ (768.60)
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CHAPTER VIII

HISTORY OF PTA DISTRICTS IN MONTANA

In its constitution, the National Congress of Parents and Teachers
makes provision for dividing states into any needed sub-division. Thus,
Article XII, Section 6, is as follows:

Each state branch may provide for the organization of distriects
as geographical divisions of the state for convenlence of admini.
stration of state work and for the organization of councils in
counties, cities, or other areas designated by the state board of
managers, [sic/ for the purpose of conference and cooperation of
local units, Only Congress units shall be members of a council,
These groups shall be governed by bylaws approved by the state
board of managers isic‘j or by some officer or group to whom the
work is delegated., They shall not legislate for the local units,

In a state as large as Montana, such divisions were almost manda-
tory as soon as sizable growth in the organization made it difficult for
the state president to visit each local unit. Since the county unit plan
(See p. 73 and Appendix H, p. 235) never seemed to be a widespread suc.
cess, the first division into districts followed the plan of the
Montana Education Assoclation (See pp. 83-84, Figures 10 and 11). The
districts being considered too large, six divisions were created in 1937
(Compare with Figure 17) at the Fifth Biermial Convention of the MCPT.
The bulletin contained this amnouncement: "This new redistricting is
for the purpose of tying up the work of the district with the state of-

fice for the promotion of parent-teacher work to the best advantagq."l

iMontana Parent-Teacher, May, 1937, p. &#. See also Apperdix S,

p. 268,
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In 1941, according to the Minutes of the Montana Congress, at a
pre-convention Board meeting, the nominating committee reported its ina-
bility to secure a candidate from District 5 for district presidento2
A committee was appointed to divide District 5 between Districts 3 and 6.

The report of the committee, given in the Montana Parent-Teacher, made

these recommendations:

Call present District No. 6, District No. 5. Add alli of present
District No. 5 to it, excepting Phillips County which would be
added to No. 3. That would make it as follows:

© L] L]

District No, 3: Toole, Pondera, Liberty, Hill, Blaine, Teton,

Fergus, Choteau, Cascade, Judith Basin, Petroleum, Wheatland
and Phillips.

« o o District No., 5: Richland, McCone, Garfield, Dawson,
Prairie, Fallon, Custer, Powder River, Carter, Valley, Daniels,
Sheridan, Roosevelt and Wibaux,3

Another request for redistricting came before the State Board of Managers
at their regular spring meeting in April, 1948°u District 6 was created
(Figure 17) and Mrs, Bdwin Maier of Wolf Point, vice-president of

District 5, was appointed the president of the new area until the next
district convention,

2Minutes of Pre-Convention Board meeting, October 7, 1941, p. 148,

3Montana Parent-Teacher, October, 1942, p. 2, See also Figure 16,

uMinutes of Spring Board Meeting, April 23, 1948, p. 62,
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In an effort to bring about closer cooperation between district
and local units, District I made a trial division between the northern
and the southern halves of the area. lake, Sanders, lLincoln, and Flat-
head formed District I, and Granite, Ravalli, Missoula, and Mineral,
District IA., The division (See Figure 18) was effected at the district
meeting at Bonner, September 12, 1959, on a trial basis for two years.,

The Montana Parent-Teacher gave this information about the division:

District officers will live geographically within 60 miles of
all member units, making it possible to work more efficiently
within their district.,

Permanent redistricting will have to be legislated at a
state convention, therefore, results of this two.year experi-
ment will be evaluated and presented for consideration at the
next state convention in 1961.5

The division met with approval, so has become permanent,
With the increased emphasis on reaching more members through
6

workshops™ and district conventions, the districts have assumed increasing
importance in PTA in Montana. They, along with the city and county
councils, provide the training from which the MCPT draws its leaders.

The development of The District President's Guide,7 with its emphasis on

district workshops, strengthens this movement.

SMontana Parent-Teacher, November, 1959, p. 4.
6

See Chapter XII, p. 150,

7The District President's Guide is a compllation of suggestions
from committee chairmen of the State Board of Managers giving explicit
instructions to these local counterparts for a more efficient conduct of
PTA work.
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The problem of financing extenslion work by the district officers
has always plagued the MCPT. Registration fees at the district conven-
tions and Founders' Day contributions have helped. Efforts have been
made in recent years to allocate more funds in the budget for use of the
district presidents.

Mrs. Gilbert referred to the inspiration of the district conven-
tions in her message:

These conferences furnish a splendid opportunity to know the
well-defined program of service planned by our National Congress,
its possibilities and achievements. In the exchange of local
experiences and the learning of constructive activities for
future work, the time is most profitably spent. When you add
to the above the program . . . which will center around the
seven-fold program of home and schocl: (1) Sound Health,

(2) Worthy Home Membership, (3) Mastery of Tools and Technique
of Learning, (4) Vocational Effectiveness, (5) The Wise Use of
Leisure Time, (6) Useful Citizenship, (7) Ethical Culture, we
are sure you will be with us,8

The first district conventions were held in 1928 in Billings,
Bastern Division, May 9th and 10th; Great Falls, North Central Division,
May 11th and 12th; and Missoula, Western Division, May 18th and l9th09
Officers appointed for the districts by the State Board were Mr., E. J.
Kilemme, Helena, Western Division; Mrs., John J. Rogers, Billings, Eastern

Division; and Mrs. Henry L. Houston, Great Falls, North Central Division,10

8Bulletin, March, 1928, p. 1.
9Bulletin, April, 1928, pp. 6 and 11,

10por complete list of district conventions and officers, see
Appendix U, p. 270,
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The district conventions have been well chronicled through the years,

in the Montana Parent-Teacher and have continued te grow in importance

and value to the districts.

In recent years a move has been made by critics of the nation's
public schools, to gain control of the State Congress. The November,

1964, Montana Parent-.Teacher, page 10, has a reprint of an article by

Bruce Boissat, Washington Correspondent, Newspaper Enterprise Associa-
tion, stating:

Most commonly, the criticlsms allege some sort of subversion
in the schools. Critics direct their fire at school boards, school
administors, sici teachers, teaching and testing methods, textbooks,
general content of school courses.

Outside the regular school framework, pressure is most heavily
applied through parent-teacher organizations, the newspapers, and
civic or political organizations,

In five states--Arizona, Montana, [underlined by Helen Mickal
North Dakota, Kansas, and Oklahoma--groups of interested citizens
have beaten down efforts by right-wing people to take control of
state-wide Parent.Teacher Associations.

W. R. Fulton, University of Oklahoma education professor, says
that nevertheless, "extremists!" in 20 states have gained election
to some PTA offices.ll

The article concludes with a suggestion from Edwin W, Davis, NEA official,
who says:
« « o When eritics reach the point of trying to get a good teacher
fired, or censor a textbook, or alter the whole course of training

in a school, then educators and citizens eager to protect what they
consider a good school system must move.

Such warnings have value for all PTA units.

11599 Appendix Y, p. 281 for complete article.
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CHAPTER IX
CITY AND COUNTY COUNCILS

With the formation of councils in Livingston and Anaconda, Montana
now has 15 city and county councils. These councils, made up of PTA
units in a particular area such as a village, city, county, or other
designated area, can, by united effort and planning, attempt to solve
problems that are beyond the scope of a single PTA working alone.1

The original minute book of the Highland Park PTA of Lewistown
records the formation of the Fergus County Council November 21, 1925,
Since this council is no longer listed, it possibly is one of the county
units to which Mrs. Scott had reference in her report in 1923.2 The
minutes read in part:

A meeting for the purpose of organizing a County Council of the
Parent Teacher Association was held at the Junior High School,
Sat, November 21, 1925, Mrs. M. O. Bennett acted as chairman.

Mrs. A. W. Luedke gave a short address explaining the purpose

ard aim of the County Council and Parent-Teacher Association.
Mrs, Bennett told that the Deerfield-Warm Springs Boys and Girls
Club has issued three High School Scholarships. Discussion
concerning the accommodations for the High School Students in

Lewistown followed,

e o o A motion was made and carried that the name Fergus County
Council be adopted.

After adopting bylaws, officers were elected and a discussion of

possible projects followed. Among the suggested projects were a public

lparent-Teacher Manual, 1961-62, pp. 60-61.

ZAppendix H, p. 234.
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speaking course, clothing for students unable to attend high school
because of such a lack, and PTA extension work.

The Bulletin for February, 1928, tells of the formation of the
Missoula City Council, "Ten schools . . . joined. These are Lincoln,
Prescott, Central, Lowell, Whittier, Rcosevelt, Paxson, Willard, Franklin
and St, Francis Xavier. All but one of the city school system, the
Hawthorne, are included, "3

Another early council which was reported in the Bulletin was the
Great Falls Council.h From the Billings Gazette for March 16, 1935, we
learn of the formation of the Yellowstone County Council.,

Representatives of 15 active PTA units of Yellowstone county
were present. Mr., A. T. Peterson discussed the "Advantage
and Purpose of Organization" and Miss Sylvia Watts talked on
the "Purpose of PTA Units."

« « o This organization, according to Mrs. Beers (then State
PTA President) is the first PTA County Council in the state.

Other early councils formed were Helena and Butte. Later on, Kalispell,
Billings, Bozeman, Havre, Glendive, and Livingston joined the group.

The Ravalli County Council, formed in the 1950's, is another
group that has been functioning actively since its formation. It has
been concerned, among other things, with shots for Rocky Mountain spotted

fever and county bus safety in Ravalli County.

3Bulletin, February, 1928, p. 8.
bpyi1etin, May, 1929, p. 12.
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CHAPTER X
THE PTA SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM

The matter of establishing a scholarship program to assist in
teacher recruitment and aid worthy students had been discussed by the
State Board of Managers for some time prior to the first officlal action
as recorded in the minutes, p. 40, of the regular spring Board meeting

held in Helena, April 13, 1946:

Mrs, Hartley moved we establish fiwe scholarships; one to each.
of the units of Montana Greater University [sic] =~the president to
set up a commlittee to take care of the rules governing granting
of same., Since this meeting is late in the spring, it might
not be possible to get a state-~wide coverage of opinion regarding
the raising of funds for this purpose, so it is recommended that
P.T.A. Councils of the five larger cities be contacted by Board
members as to the possibility of raising funds for scholarships
this year ending in May, 1946. Board members at Billings, Great
Falls, Butte, Missoula, and Helena to report [sic] back to the
State office regarding success of having councils take over
prospects for this spring. Seconded by Mrs, Halnes and carried.
Comm. [sic] appointed: Mrs. Kerr, chm., [sic] Mrs. Haines, Mrs.
Olson a s. Kelsey Smith.

At the meeting the following year in Butte, April 25, 1947, fur-
ther discussion of the scholarship program resulted in a motion by Mr. H.
Farnsworthl of Great Falls that each local unit be assessed a five cents!
minimum per member (to be raised as it saw fit) to be contributed to a
central scholarship fund, The motion carried, as did a second motion?

lNote the incorrect initial used for Mr. Robert B, Farnsworth.

ZMinutes of State secretary (19i4r-1954) pp. 46.47.
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proposed by Mrs, Harstad that "each local assoclation be stromgly urged
to solicit additional funds from other local organizations to help
finance this project.”
The appeal for funds was successful. In the board meeting on
April 23, 1948, action was taken to add $81.40 from the Western Building
and Loan Fund to make a total of $500.00 so that five scholarships might
be awarded, one at each of the following units of the University System:
"University of Montana, Missoula; Montana State College, Bozeman;
Northern Montana Normal, Havre; Eastern Normal School, Billings; and
Montana State Normal, Dillon."3 The conditions of the award were also
included in the motion by Mrs. Frank Kerr:
o o o said $100 shall constitute a scholarship to be awarded to
a graduate of a Montana High School enrolled as a sophomore in
the department of Bducation of the awarding institution and pre-
paring to be a teacher. Selection of the recipient of the said
scholarship shall be determined by the faculty of the department
based on c&aracter, need arxd teaching potentialities of the
recipient,
Arrangements were made to publicize the scholarships through the

bulletin® and through a copy of the motion sent to each local unit,

SNames of several units of the University have since been changed,
Present names are used in Appendix BB, p. 290,

“Minute book of State secretary (1944-54) p. 77.

SMontana Parent-Teacher, May, 1948, p. 2.
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At the state convention that fall, in Billings, October 18, 1948,
Mrs. Frank Kerr, scholarship chairman, reported that "five scholarships
of $100,00 each have been given-.one each to a boy at Havre, a boy at
Missoula, and girls at Dillon, Billings, and Havre."

In the years since, as state support has increased, the scholar.
ships have also been gradually enlarged to $300,00,

While still not complete, the table in the Appendix records the
scholarship recipients so far as the historian and the state scholar-
ship chairman were able to determine from somewhat incomplete rocords.6
Pictures and biographies of the scholarship winners are found in the
copies of the Montana Parent-Teacher on the pages indicated, immediate-

ly following the year the awards were given,

éappendix R, p. 263.
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CHAPTER XI
COMMITTEES OF THE MCPT

Much of the work of the Montana Congress, as in the local unit
and the National, is accomplished through the efforts of committees.
It would take several volumes to chronicle the achievements of the
various committees and the chairmen who have served through the years.
Consequently, this chapter will attempt to discuss the work of some of
the more important committees which have functioned throughout most of
the fifty years of the MCPT, and give but slight attention to those which
have been temporary.

Of the earliest work in Montana, there is only the newspaper
record of reports given at state conventions. The program listed in
Figure 4, page 40, under Extension, would indicate that there were com-
mittee chairmen of motion pictures, education, child hygiene, rural
extension, and publicity. The program of a PTA section held in 1919
lists reports of state committees, but does not specify what they were.l

The Inter-Mountain Educator for December, 1919,2 (See Chapter 4, p. 52)

also would seem to suggest similar committees.

lSee Appendix F, p. 231,

?123 Inter-Mountain BEducator, December, 1919, p. 155, mentions
the concern for better motion pictures, teacher welfare, and certain
Juvenile problems. The latter bring a smile in the matter of girls!
dress, but probably were taken very seriocusly in 1919.
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Much interest in health, c¢hild welfare, school drop-outs, and
parent education is apparent in the reports quoted from the bulletins
of the Montana State Board of Health.3

Mrs. Quincy Scott, state president for 1922-23, in her annual
report,‘+ for the first time listed seven committees: "Education, Better
Films, Recreation and Social Standards, Physical Education, Children's
Reading, Press, and Legislation.! She also mentioned the adoption of a
constitution. If the constitution reprinted in Appendix H is the one
referred to, it provided for standing committees to coincide with those
of the National Congress and for annual reports from the chairmen
concernedo5

During Mrs. Bartos®' presidency, the only report of committee work6

refers to Mrs. Joseph Chivers as Better Movies Chairman. There also is

mention in the report of the value of subscribing to The Child Welfare

Magazine,7 the official organ of the National Congress, so it is assumed

a chairman for magazine promotion had been appointed,

3See pp. 52 ff.

hAppendix Hy, p. 234,
5Constitution, Appendix I, Article III, Sections 1 and 2, p. 239.
GAPPendix L. Po 2[4'[4'9

7‘I‘he Child Welfare Magszine is now officially called The PTA
Magazine.
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Since 1927, the committees which probably have most consistently
and actively functioned in the PTA have been the following: Program,
Membership, Legislation, Child Welfare, Magazine, Summer Round-up,
Founders' Day, School Education, and Juvenile Protection.

The Committee on Membership, which was originally under the
Department of Organization, has always had for its task the encouraging
of new members in the PTA and the re-enlistment of former members. For
many years one of the criteria for standard and superior ratings in the
Montana Congress was having 50% of the homes and teachers represented
for the standard rating and 75% for the superior rating.8 The MCPT
Board of Managers at its spring meeting in 1959, cognizant of the
criticisms of the rating sheets,9 voted to discard them.10 S;nce then,
units have been cited for outstanding programs and outstanding projects
during the school year.

In connection with the work of recruitment of PTA members, it might
be well to clarify what appears to be a discrepancy in membership sta-

tistics published by the State and the National Congresses.11 The National

8See Appendix V for Standard and Superior Ratings, p. 274.

“Montana Parent-Teacher, October, 1935, pp. 5, 6.
lOMontana Parent-Teacher, September, 1959, p. U.
11

Table I, p. 62 and Table II, p. 89.
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Congress statistics invariably are based upon membership dues sent in by
March 30 of the current year. The first notice ever published to that
effect is found in an early edition of the Bulletin:l?

Do you know that Montana gets credit this year ONLY for the

number of members sent in by March 30t We have over 3,000

now and have heard from only about two-thirds of our asso-

clations concerning their membership. PLEASE attend to

thlis at once and send in your dues and membership.

Any dues sent in to the NCPT after March 30 are always counted

or applied to the following year. Thus it is that Mrs, Waldorf, the
state secretary in 1927 to 1931, and historian in 1931-32, reports state
membership at the end of 1928 as b,885,13 while the figure given by the
National Congress was 4,214 (Table I, p. 62). At the same time, Mrs.
Gilbert, in preparing her report for that year, which probably was com-
posed a month ahead of time for publication in the June Bulletin, gave
the state membership as 4,482.1u In reconciling these varying reports,
it should be remembered that the National figures were for March 30, Mrs,
Gilbert's for April or May, and Mrs. Waldorf's for June, the end of the
unit PTA year. Table IV, p. 104, thus has two sets of statistics for cer-

tain years, with the figures in parentheses representing the National

1zBuJ.letin, February, 1929, p. 8.
13pppendix B, p. 186 ff.

14B1etin, June, 1928, p. 4.
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Congress statistics as of March 30 for each year., After 1933-34, (see
Table IV), only National Congress figures are listed.

Another committee which has functioned for the fifty years of
existence of the MCPT is the Health Commlttee with its various phases
such as child hygiene, social hygiene, mental hygiene, recreation, and
physical education. From its inception, the Montana Congress has been
concerned with the health of children and youth. The needs for improved
sanitary conditions in schools, better lighting, hot lunches, nutrition,
and regular health examinations were, in the early days, subjects of
interest to the chairmen of the Summer Round-lkuls éhild Hygliene, and
the other committees variously dividing their duties in this department.
With the accomplishment of these objectives, attention has focused upon
physical fitness, mental health, permanent health records from birth
through high school years, needs of the exceptional child, fluoridation,
sex education, and related subjects., Practically every issue of the

Montana Parent-Teacher for many years has had articles on child health.

Probably the record for continuous service as a committee chair-
man was held by the late Maggie Smith Hathaway who was State PTA Juvenile

Protection Chairman from 193116 until her retirement in 1954. In those

lsFigure 19, p. 137, is typical of type of report in the Summer
Round. Up.

16pylletin, November, 1931.
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children given physical & dental examination

161 children were referred to their family physicians for a more com-
plete examination due to:

42 had questionably diseased tonsils

3 had questionable hearing defects

12 were
9 were
16 were
4 were
8 were
31 were

42 were

found to have hernias

recormmended to have visual examinations
recommended to have thorough heart examinations
referred to speech clinics

referred to Mental Hygiene Clinics

found to have defective posture and feet

referred to their family physiclians for various abnormal-

ities, such as skin conditions, poor nutrition, enuresis, etc.

232 were found

to be in need of dental care

210 were in need of diphtheria immunization

115 were in need of smallpox vaccination

FIGURE 19
REPORT OF SUMMER ROUND-UP--1950%

*Copy of Summer Round-Up report, Missoula PTA Council,
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years she worked constantly for better juvenile courts, improved proba-
tion services, and betterment of the juvenile code. She also contribu~
ted many inspirational, factual, and statistical articles to the

Bulletin (later called the Montana Parent-Teacher). At her death in

1955, the Montana Parent-Teacher paid eloquent tribute to her for her

17
years of service,

LEGISLATION

Changing interpretations of the role of the PTA with regard to
legislation have provided interesting and sometimes controversial issues
in the local, distriet, and state meetings.

From its very beginning, the National Congress has been an edu-
cational movement having for its policles that it shall be "noncommercial,
nonsectarian, and nonpartisan." It has always advocated, therefore,
that PTA members, as a group, carefully study proposed legislation,
analyze bills and prbposed legislative action, bulld a file of background
materials, and decide what action should be taken with regard to legls-
lative proposals. In the most recent Presidents' Guide from the State
PTA office, in the section devoted to legislation, is the following:

"The committee on legislation is concerned with fact finding, study,
dissemination of information, and direct action designed to carry out

the third object of the National Congress."18

17Mbntana Parent-Teacher, November, 1955, p. 2.

18Mrs. Oliver lLien, "Legislation," Presidents! Guide, #10 under

suggested activities.
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Earliest coples of the Bulletin, listing state officers and
committee chairmen, show that the Montana Congress had no legislative
chairman, but frequent articles were presented for members’ informa-
tion., Among the resolutions adopted at the First Biennial Convention,
Butte, May, 1929, are the following:

(7) We believe that a minimum of a high school training should
be set for every child as a basis for future citizenship
and economic productiveness. The quality of this work
must be considered however, and we urge the thought and
consideration of cheapening secondary education by making
the unit of support of sach institution inadequate either
in population or property value. The rural boy and girl
are entitled to as good a grade and secondary education
as the urban. Equal opportunity for both must be the aim.

(8) We urge the careful consideration of national movements
for the betterment of education. The importance of the
task of training twenty-seven million school children for
wholesome living and good citizenship challenges the greatest
minds and the most careful thought of all true Americans.
Any means which will tend to stabilize and coordinate this
great task of free public education is worthy of our support.
If a department of education and a member in the President’s
cabinet will do these things, we pledge our whole-hearted
support to the movement for a Department of Education.

e « o (11) To our National Officers we express our appre-
clation and pledge our renewed and unwavering support for
the future.1l9

Apparently the resolution in paragraph (8) constituted an endorsement

of an education bill proposed by President Coolidge in his annual message

to Congress, December 6, 1927.2° This bill, known as the Curtis-Reed Bill,

19Bulletin, October, 1929, p. 12.

205ee Bulletin, April, 1928, p. 4.
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advocated the creation of a Department of BEducation and Relief. Carrie
E. Larson, chairman of the State Congress Bducation Committee, urged
support of the bill in the April, 1928, Bulletin:

Bearing such promise of better conditions of education in our
schools, the education bill deserves the support of eveg
member of the Montana Congress of Parents and Teachers,

A report of the second Western District Convention had several resolu.-

tions of interest:

Pledging support in the educational campaign regarding the pro-
posed 3.mill levy and the proposed bond issue for the benefit of

state institutions, urging Congress to ratify the Lorndon treaties
for naval limitation and adherence to the World Court, arnd

proposing practical means for realizing the ideals of the P, ToA..
the Western District Convention of the Montana Congress of Parents
ard Teachers closed May tenth, a two-day session in Helena that
sent fifty-eight delegates home with plenty to think about,22

John Dexter, manager of the "Campaign of Information for Referenda 33
and 34," in an article, "Montana at the Crossrcads," said:

At the general election, November 4th, the people of Montana
must decide whether or not the support for higher educational
institutions and assoclated activities will be continued and
whether the legislature will be given the means of relieving

serious overcrowding at the 14 state educational, charitable
and corrective institutions.23

When Mrs. Paxson became State PTA president in 1931, she appointed
Mrs. Frank Hagelbaker, Dillon, legislative chairman. Many articles deal-

ing with the subject of legislation appeared in the Bulletin thereafter,

2lpulletin, April, 1928, p. 4.
22pulletin, June, 1930, p. 5
23Bulletin. October, 1930, p. 4.
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Proposed national legislation also was discussed in articles such as

“The Proposed Department of Home and Child" by Laura Kress,zu

and
"Emergency in Education,"%5

This emergency in education was the subject of resolutions at the
1933 State PTA Convention, urging " . . . strict economy in administra-
tion in order that terms of school need not be shortened and that the
entire program of physical, mental, vocational and character training
may be maintained."26 Two other resolutions also stressed the need of
vigilance. "Recognizing the tendency on the part of state and local
governments to reduce appropriations for education and for protection
and promotion of public health, we recommend that effort be made to
protect such appropriations from undue and unreasonable reductions."27
With regard to library services, this resolution was adopted: '"We
believe that the essential services of existing libraries must be safe-
guarded and expanded if possible,"Zd

The financial c¢rises, which many schools faced, resulted in

action by the Federal government to give relief to distressed areas.

Mg u11etin, May, 1931, p. 2.

25Bulletin, October, 1933, p. 10.

2§Montana Parent-Teacher, June, 1933, p. 2.

277b4d., .
28Ibzi.d. s Po 11.
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By November, 1933, the Montana Parent.Teacher stated the federal funds
were already avallasble "for school buildings and for the hiring of

teachers where it has been a financlial necessity that schools be
closed."29

Mr. A. T. Peterson, superintendent of schools, Billirgs, legis.
lative chairman from 1933 to 1937, called attention to problems of
school finance, to the legislative program of the National Congress of
Parents arxl Teachers, to needs for a better teacher retirement law,

and other items of vital concern. His recommendations included;

In the matter of state legislation meny important items should
be studied and supported by each unit., A recent bulletin, Ko,
304, by Dr. R. R. Renne of Montana State College, entitled,
"Financing Montana Schools,' shows some of the weaknesses in our
present system which should be corrected. If every P.T.A. unit
would study this bulletin, it would be convinced, I am certain,
that we need a change in administrative and financing divisions
in our state., No equality of educational opportunity or of tax
support burden can be secured without a correction of the divi.
sions of support and organization, Too mSBy small districts keep

the costs too high and the standards low,

Close cooperation with the Montana Education Assocliation during
the late 1930's was developed through a series of articles contributed
to the Montana Parent-Teacher by Mr. M. P. Moe, executive secretary of
the MEA, who, with C., R. Anderson, the MCPT legislative chairman from

1937 to 1941, urged local units to work for teacher tenure and social

29Montana Parent.Teacher, November, 1933, p. 1l.
30Montam Parent-Teacher, March, 1936, p. 7.
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security, special education for exceptional chlldren, improved trans-
portation for students by bus, reorganization of school districts, and
better means of school fimncing.jl In 1942, Linus J. Carleton, legls.
lative chairman, 1941.1943, writing in the Montana Parent-Teacher inter-

preted the job of this committee in these words:

e o o The first Jjob of the legislative committee is to keep you
everlastingly reminded that you, as an American citizen, have
prerogatives which you must exercise if this democracy is not to
go down the way that meny other democracies have recently gone,

But your legislative committee has another Jjob, too, and that
is to keep you constantly informed ., . . as far as legislation
is concerned . . . to read up on legislation and its progress
and pass along to you what information we get--this information
to be accompanied by warnings as to where any given legislation
may lead, But we must be careful not to try to tell you what
to think., After our warning as what we think any proposed legis-
lation may d§2 it is your obligation to study it and act

accordingly.

31A detailed study could be made of the many problems facing
Montans schools during these years., The articles are so numerous and
lengthy that quotations would not be possible in this study. For de-
tailed discussion of these subjects as they were presented for study to
the Parent-Teacher units, consult the following issues of Montana
Parent-Teacher: . ‘

May-June, 1936, p. 10. (Resclutions of Western District Cone
vention held in Helena, April 2, 3, 1936)

December, 1936, pp. &, 5, 6.

November, 1937, pp. 8 and 12, "Failure of bills in Legislature.™

January, 1938, p. 5, "A Proposed legislative Program,"

February, 1938, p. 9, "Teacher Tenure."

November, 1938, p. 5, "Proposed Legislation;® p. 9, "Bills to
Come before Legislature."

January, 1939, p. 5, "Recrganization of School Districts.”

32Montana Parent-Teacher, December, 1942, p. 7.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



- 144 .

Succeeding legislative chairmen in the 1940's included several
school administrators.-Harry A. Burke, Harry Ross, and Robert Farnsworth.-
all of whom urged continued study of school problems facing Montana .33
Work of the State Congress in conjunction with the Grass Roots Committee
and the passage of the Foundation Program has been discussed elscwhoro.y‘
Support of the efforts of the Montana Safety Council for a drivers?
license law, better adoption laws in the state, and increased federal
support for the schools on Indian reservations and the school in Yellow-
stone Park, improved teacher certification, and expansion of the school
lunch program all were reported in the minutes of the State Congress.35

Resolutions endorsing the four.year degree requirement for teacher
certification have been included in the PTA legislative program since
1948 when the Tenth Biennial Convention passed the following resolution:

That the need for active recrultment of young people for the
teaching profession be encouraged with particular emphasis on the
elementary. A single salary scale based on training and experi-
ence. [ sic] A minimum salary scale based on $2400 for beginners with
four years of training and a maximum of $6000, [sic] That certifica-
tion requirements be increased so that no asrti icate will be granted
for less than four years of training. This training should be equal

to the best educatign now offered in schools of law, medicine, and
other professions.

33State Board Minutes, Nov. 1, 1944, p. 12 ff.

Mgee Chapter VII.
Sminutes, p. 12 (Nov. 9, 1944); p. 38; p. 46; p. 48 ff,
36H1nuteé of Tenth Biennial Convention, October 18, 1948.
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During the 1950's, much interest in juvenile legislation was evi.
denced in the work of Mrs. G. J. Ihler, state legislative chairman, 1953.
1958, and Mrs., Ernest Koestner, chairman from 1958-1961. They and Mrs.
John Milanovitch, juvenile protection chairman from 1955-1960, cooperated
with the Child Welfare Advisory Committee and the Montana Council on
Corrections. The latter group, financed by the National Probation and
Parole Association, with a grant from the Ford Foundation to study crime
ard delinguency in Montana, was headed by Randall Swanberg, Great Falls
lawyer, Judge W. W, Lessley of Bozeman was chairman of the Child
Welfare Advisory Committee created by the 34th Legislature in 1955,

Local PTA units were urged to work for the legislative proposals
which were presented at the State PTA Convention in Havre, October 3,
1958. Among the proposals were the following:

1. An improvement of the qualifications of persons handling
delingquent youngsters.

2. No adoptions to be handled by anyone except licensed institu-
tions and individuals.

3. Juvenile Interstate Compact. This would provide reciprocal
arrangements to be worked out petween states for transportation
of delinquents who do not have residence within the state in
which the delinguency occurs,

k, Uniform treatment of all juveniles institutionalized as to
medical reports, psychiatric reports, and case g;udy to be
transmitted with the child to the institutions,

37Montana Parent-Teacher, December, 1958, pp. 8, 9.
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"Resolutions of the conventions held during the 30's and 40's

[sic] usually included support of the principle of federal aid to edu-

cation," said Mrs. Berg.uo In her paper she continued:

Education in the United States is only as good as the poorest
school, Therefore, it becomes a responsibility of the Federal
Government to assist the various states in providing a basic
program of education for every child. Now be it resolved, that
the Montana Congress of Parents and Teachers lend its whole-
hearted support to secure passage of legislation to assist the
states in providing a basic program of education for every child.
Resolution adopted in 1948, ({sic]

Usually such resolutions carried the stipulation that federal
support not be accompanied by federal control of educational
policies.,

A vote on the various aspects of federal aid was conducted at
the meeting of the Board of Managers in 1956, with members approving
most of the aspects, with certain limitations. Mrs. Ihler reported
on several bills involving federal support again at the 1957 and
1958 meetings of the board. The Board of Managers adopted the
following policies with reference to federal aid to education at
the meeting held on April 3, 1959:

1. That our free public school system be maintained and
strengthened.

2. That the ever-increasing needs of our schools require action
at all levels of government: local, state, and national,

3. That federal funds for the support of education should go
to publicly controlled, tax-supported schools only.

4, That provisiornis should be made to ensure minimum federal and
maximum local control.

State legislative chalrman, Mrs. Ernest Koestner, in January,
1960, sent out a letter to the six district PTA presidents urging
support of the Murray-Metcalf Bill, a federal aid bill for school

4oEdna B. Berg, "The Legislative Activity of the Montana Congress
of Parents and Teachers" (unpublished paper) Montana State College,
Bozeman, December, 1960, pp. 13 ff,
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construction, with an amendment to include federal funds for teacher
salaries. Mrs. Koestner's action was in response to a call from

the national chairman of legislation, Mrs., Fred L. Bull, urging
letters to Senators and Congressmen in the support of the bill,

Although the PTA state legislative chairman [sic ] requested
local support of policies endorsed by the National Congress of
Parents and Teachers for thirty years without unusual incident,

Mrs. Koestner'!s letter to the district presidents set off a
controversy in Billings PTA units which made headlines unprece-
dented in the history of the organization in Montana. [See Billings
Gazette, April 12, 1960.] .

. « o Delegates voted 38-24 to 'express opposition to any exten-
sion of federal aid to education in any form.' The delegates
requested that Mrs. Lenhardt present their recommendation to the
State Board of Managers, asking them to 'reconsider our stand on
federal ald and take a vote on the issue at the next state
convention,'

Accordingly, Mrs. Lenhardt presented the case before the Board of
Managers on April 9, 1960, Dr. W. E. Booth, Bozeman, Third Vice-
president and Bylaws Chairman of the state organization, brought to
the attention of the board that such overall opposition to federal
aid to education would, in effect, cut out 60 programs in Montana
schools which are supported by federal aid. The board passed a
motion that the Billings recommendation be tabled. [Billings
Gazette, April 12, 1960.]

A situation existed in Billings which called for further clarifi-
cation of PTA policy, and the State President, Mrs. W. G. Nelson,
Butte, appeared at a special meeting April 28, 1960, in which she
pointed out that neither individuals nor local units were committed
by state action of the organization, but were expected to refrain
from active opposition.41

The Montana Parent-Teacher, all through the 1940's and 1950's

featured numerous articles on educational needs, proposed legislation for

ulEdna B, Berg, "The Legislative Activity of the Montana Congress
of Parents and Teachers" (unpublished paper) Montana State College,
Bozeman, December, 1960, pp. 13 ff.
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schools, and sources of material for educational programs. Now, in the
1960's, this educational movement continues with studies of such topics
as the Peabody Report, school district reorganization, and reorganization
of the Foundation Program.hz
Close cooperation between the program committee and other PTA
coomittees has been of great assistance in promoting the objects and

policies of the organization. The Parent-Teacher Manual lists a great

many committees, a number of which have never been active in Montana.
It has always been recommended that units, councils, and the state use
only those committees basic to their work.,

One other committee should be mentioned--School Education. It
has been concerned with school improvement, curriculum building, teacher
training and accreditation, school finance, and other problems which
have beset Montana schools.

Countless other committees have functioned through the years,

with their work again faithfully chronicled in Montana Parent-Teacher,

The objects and policies are the foundation upon which committees base
their work to construct strong PTA units. Thus, the action of the 1961,
1962, and 1964 Montana State Conventions in voting down blanket approval
of the National Congress Legislation Program seems a contradiction of

the stand of forty-five years. Only seven items were given approval.43

42Minutes of Board of Managers, April 11, 1960,
“43see Appendix X, p. 277; Appendix W, p. 275.
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CHAPTER XII
TRAINING FOR PTA LEADERSHIP

From the time when Columbia University, in 1921, offered the
first course in Parent-Teacher work, both National and State Congresses
have recognized the value of organized presentation of the objects,
principles, and progedures of the organization.l In 1929, seventeen
colleges gave credit for such a course.?

Plans for the first course to be offered in Montana at the Normal
College in Dillon3 Were given publicity in state newspapers. The Great

Falls Tribune, in an article about the forthcoming state PTA convention,

program, and officers coming for the convention, also contained the

following announcement:

The course is designated primarily to acquaint students and
parents with the inception, rise and development of the Parent-
Teacher movement, its legitimate fields of work, educational
significance, and problems arising in connection with growth
and development. Working out of some of its problems will be
attempted and study made of leadership and program making.

Emma Bauer Golden, supervisor of primary education at the Normal
College will be in charge.¥

Mrs. Golden, formerly organizer and field secretary of the National

Congress, spoke before various groups and contributed several articles to

lMilestones Along the Way, p. 2., Appendix AA.
2Tbid,

3Now called Western Montana College.

uGreat Falls Tribune, May 10, 1931, Section 2, p. 1.
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the Bulletin. Her report5

of the course which was given June 15-July 3,
1931, states that a total of 90 attended during some of the time, 40
attended every day, and 20 took the final examination for a National
Congress certificate, 10 of the latter group taking the course for
college credit. Among the subjects considered, in addition to those
mentioned in the Tribune, were characteristics of a good leader and
training for leadership, programs, and the organizations of study groups.
Mrs. J. H. Gilbert, immediate past president of the Montana Congress,
gave the history of the Montana Congress, and Dr. Sheldon Davis, presi-
dent of the State Normal College, discussed character education in home
and school.

During the years following, similar training in reduced amount
was given at many state and district conventions, sometimes by
national officers or representatives (See Chapters IV through VIII),
but more oftén by state or district officers. Coinciding with a move-
ment on the part of the National Congress to develop more effective
leadership through leadership training workshops, the Montana Congress
began a series of state workshops in 1946 which continued for about 13

or 1k years.6 Some of the inspiration for the first workshop was the

PBulletin, October, 1931, p. 3.

6Montana State College for several years had a Family Life Confer-
ence, which in 1961 focused around group leadership. Mrs. Visscher, in
the Nov. 1961 Montana Parent -Teacher, pp. 5 and 9, reported there would
be no conference in 1962,
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result of Mrs. Dallas J. Reed's attendance at a National Parent-
Teacher Workshop in Iowa City, lowa, in July, 1945, at the University
of Iowa.

The first annual Parent-Teacher Leadership Conference on the
campus of Montana State University, July 18-19, 1946, featured as
topics "Dovelopmen§ of Home, School, ard Community Cooperation through
PTA," "Parent-Teacher Partnership through the National Congress of
Parents and Teachers," "What Comstitutes a Good PTA Program," ard
"problems of Immediate Concern to the PTA in Montana."’ Miss Mildred
Wharton, NCPT representative from Chicago, a featured speaker, gave an

| evaluation at the conclusion of the workshop. She said:

Many in-service teachers amnd school administrators who were in
sttendance at summer school admittedly gained their first accurate
knowledge of the NCPT policies and broad program from accurate
conference presentation. Discusslion of the place of PTA in
Montana was spirited and both educators and PTA leaders were
constructively critical of its past activities. . . . Meetings
of this sort ., . . should be continued. In a state of such
vast distances and sparse population both school people ard
local parent.teachker [si¢] leaders need more frequent contact with
State and Nativtna Congress representatives, It is hoped that
the National Congress will continue to give as much service as
possible to this state.

While information has not been available about all of the work-
shops, the findings from severb.l different years give pertinent infor.

mation regarding attendance, conclusions, summaries, and evaluations

?The Summer Session Sun, Montana State University, Missoula,
July 18, 1946, p. 1.
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which prove that there was much of value in these meetings., In her
annual president's report to the National Congress, Mrs, Reed said
of the workshop:

Our workshop last summer appeared to be a great incentive to
administrators and teachers, This summer there will be three
workshops, at the state university, the state college, and a
normal school; so we shall have even a bigger coverage of
summer school students., The help and inspiration of Mildred
Wharton, extension specialigt from National Congress, have
been most profitable to us,

The summing up of the program and procedures of a workshop
was given by a "Findings Committee." Findings of the 1948 workshops
held on college campuses in Missoula, July 7, 8, 9; Bozeman, July 12,
13; Billings, July 15, 163 Havre, July 19, 20; and Dillon, July 22,
23 were concerned principally with the continuing crisis in education:

The Parent Teacher Workshop recognizes the continuing crisis
which education is facing and recognizes the responsibility of
the Units of the Parent-Teacher Organization tc help this con-
dition, To this end we affirm our convictions on the following
points:

That the decision of the Citizens' Committes to ask for the
refinancing of sducation be endorsed.

That 504 of the cost of the foundation program of education
be borne by the state from revenue raised by a balanced tax
program, the distribution to be made on the basis of need.
The other 504 of the foundation program shall be raised by
the county, if the county is adopted as the unit of support,
or county and district if it remains as it is.

BNational Congress of Parents and Teachers, Proceedings, 1948,

p. 207,
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e « « That the re-assessment of property be given serious con-
sideration so as to assure greater equalization in taxable
valuation,9

Other items of endorsement at these 1948 workshops were concerned
with minimum salaries for teachers, (depending on years of training), on
teaching loads, budgets, public health programs, and the need to co-
operate with such organizations as Montana School Board Association,
Montana School Administrators Association, Montana Department of Public
Instruction, Montana Bducation Association, and the Citizens! Committee
to f'present a united front to the session of legislature and to this end
work for acceptable legislation."

"Family Living" was the theme for the fourth annual workshop at
MSU and Eastern, with over 300 interested parents, teachers, and students
attending at each school. Mrs, Charles Snyder, vice-president of Region
V of the National Congress,was the featured speaker. Faculty members at
both schools also assisted with the discussions,

"The Citizen Child--Hlis Destiny in a Free World" was the theme
for the fifth session at MSU. This same theme was also used at Eastern.
Other themes used in succeeding years were: 1951, "Healthier Personal-
ity for Healthier Living Through Healthier Environment!; 1952, "Home,

The Guiding Influence for Life'; 1953, "Better Parents Make For Better

9Mimeographed report of Findings of 1948 Workshops mailed by
workshop chairman,
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Homes, Better Schools, Better Communities"; 1954, "Focusing: The
Child, The Parent, The PTA"; 1955, "The Responsibilities of PTA";
1956, "Building a Better Parent-Teacher Association: Local, State,
and National"; 1957, '"What the PTA Challenge Means.,"

Thefworkshop was held on the campus of Montana State College in
1958 with no stated theme but that of developing leadership. For some
time district and State officers had felt that, while there was much of
value in the workshops on a State level, more people would be reached if
similar training could be given on a more localized or district level.
Accordingly, a District President's Guide has been worked out in which

one section gives careful instructions for workshops. Since 1960,
district and local workshops have been held with increasing frequency
to aid new officers in their duties, These workshops have increased
the effectiveness of the local units and the districts, but, at a
seeming loss in influence of the State Congress,

In view of some of the difficulties encountered at the 1962 and
1964 state conventions,lo it is possible that the Montana Congress of
Parents and Teachers could increase its effectiveness by a revival of
the State Leadership Training Workshops.

105, PP. 126 and 149,
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CHAPTER XIII

THE MONTANA PARENT-TEACHER

The first official publication of the Montana Congress of Parents
and Teachers was a mimeographed bulletin mailed out from the office of
the state president. In her annual report to the state conventlon, Mrs.
Scott! mentions sending out seven copies, while the request for unit
information sent out by Mrs. Bartos mentions an April Bulletin,?

One copy of the regular bulletin sent out by Mrs. A. W. Luedke
during the years of her presidency (1925-27) remains in the files of the
state historian.? Mrs. 0. H. Graham of Lewistown was editor of this
bulletin, which was a combination news letter and source of inspirational
material,

When Mrs. J. H., Gilbert of Dillon became state president, she

instituted a regularly printed monthly publication, The Montana Parent-

Teacher Bulletin, Printed in Dillon, it was financed partly by adver-

tising and partly by subscriptions. Mrs. Frank Hazelbaker was the first
editor and Mrs, W, B, Hartwig the manager of distribution., In 1929,

Mrs. D. A. Galt of Dillon succeeded Mrs, Hazelbaker as editor. From that

lpppendix H, p. 234.
2see Chapter V, pp. 72 ff.
3Appendix M, p. 246.
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time on until 1951, the editor of the monthly bulletin, with one or two
exceptions, lived in the same town as the state president. Since 1951,
the editors generally have lived in towns sometimes remote from the
localities where the sztate presidents have resided.

The complete list of editors and the years they served follows:

«1927 . o o Mrs. O. H. Graham, Lewistown

Oct. 1927.1929 . . Mrs. Frank Hazelbaker, Dillon
Oct., 1929"'1931 e e o o« Mrs, D. A. Galt. Dillon
Oct., 1931-.1933 . Mrs. Charles D. Haynes, Missoula
Oct, 1933.1934% . . . Mrs. Amw M. Graff, Billings
Oct, 19341937 . . . Mrs. N. C. Abbott, Billings
Oct. 1937—19“0 e ¢ o« Mrs, W N. Kim' Missoula
19411945 .« Mrs., Dallas J. Reed, Missoula

Nov, 1945.1948 ., . Mrs. E. J. Buzzetti, Missoula
Nov, 1948.1955 . . « « - Mrs. W, G. Nelson, Butte
Sept., 1955-1958 Mrs, Ernest T, Koestner, Missoula
Nov. 1958.1961l . . . . Mrs, George Case, Missoula
1961.1964 , ., , Mrs, Bertha Obrecht, Cascade

4 ® & ¢« O & & 3

For those who may have occasion to do research in the back issues
of The Montanas Parent.Teacher, it might be of value to know that some
errors were made in numbering the volumes, The tabulation in Appendix
Q, p. 266, attempts to show the corrections that have been made in recent
years,

Through the years, the Bulletin, later called The Montana Parent.

Teacher, has had for its purpose the maintenance of communication be-
tween state officers arnd committee chairmen, ard officers and members of
local units, Dates of district conferences, state conventions, themes, pro-

grams, outlines of committee work, budgets, scholarships winners, as well
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as inspirational articles from the National Congress and bulletins of

other states have been included.

The Montana Parent-Teacher has grown from a mimeographed news-

letter of a few hundred to 1500 monthly copies. The periodical is

published from September through May.
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CHAPTER XIV
AFTER 50 YEARS--WHAT?

After fifty years of existence, the Montana Congress of Parents
and Teachers may ponder--and rightly so--what of the future? Certainly
progress has been evident in the expansion and improvement of physical
plants of schools, curriculum changes, teacher qualificatlions and pre-
paration, better salaries, broader opportunities for learning. Increased
emphasis on school libraries, guidance, vocational training, accelerated
or honors classes for the gifted, special education classes for the edu-
cable and slow learner, modern language study in language laboratories,
expanded science and mathematics courses, and vastly increasing audio-
visual aids are some of the manifestations of public interest in provid-
ing the means for excellence in education for children. Inasmuch as the
school 1s the agency in our socliety which today is given the responsi-
bility for the formal education of boys and girls, constant evaluation
is necessary to make sure the school is achieving its assigned role.

Lois V. Bdinger, president-elect of the NEA, has said,l "You
really cannot look at the role of the school without seeing the role of

the PTA in its relation to it., Here we have something of a joint effort

liois V. Bdinger, "Let's. Take Another Look . . .," a reprint from
North Carolina Parent-Teacher, Montana Parent-Teacher, January 1964, p. 1.
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to understand the problems affecting our children, an opportunity to
discuss these problems, to talk together about them." She feels, however,
that some of the things demanded of the schools have no place in the
educational program.

Harold Mogen, a superintendent of schools in several Montana
towns, who has served as school education chairman for the Montana
Corgress of Parents and Teachers from 1961.1964, voiced a similar idea
when he said:

As we have become a nation on wheels and discover that lack of
physical fitness is plaguing us, we have called upon the schools
to provide, not only physical education and health study, but also
to actually supervise the physical exerclises. When we discovered
that the home was failing to prepare girls to care for a home,
it became the responsibility of the school to offer courses
which would prepare them to become homemakers. As crime and
Juvenile delinquency began to rise, it became the Jjob of the
schools to correct it, [ sic] thus schools have assumed more and
more of the responsibilily for the moral and citizenship develop-
ment of our youth,

» o o Poerhaps it 1s not too much to expect that the school
play an important role in all of the above mentioned areas,
but the danger lies, it seems to me, in placing the schools
in the position of a "scapegoat" to which we parents may
point for the fajilures and weaknesses we observe. . . .

We must, I think, view our schools as a member of a partnership
with parents in the education and development of young people.
A good active PTA is an ideal organ%zation through which this
partnership can be best understood,

2Harold Mogen, "Shared Responsibilities Produce Successful
Schools," Montana Parent-Teacher, October, 1963, p. 1.
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The tremendous growth of the PTA, not only in Montana but also in
the United States (See Table III, p. 104 and Table I, p. 62), seems to bear
out this great interest in the schools of our country'.3 While no one has,
to date, worked out the specific correlation between the growth of the
public school system and the growth of the PTA movement, the relationship
is probably there.

With the increase of school population, educators and parents in
Montana have, through Parent-Teacher meetings, the various mass media,
and co=-operation with other organizations, informed the public of school
needs, problems, and goals of education in a democracy for the purpose of
improving the educational system in Montana. How widespread has the in-
fluence of the Montana Congress of Parents and Teachers been? Aside
from the mere statistics of the State Congress treasurer, showing the

amounts of money received from dues, sale of The PTA Magazine and the

Montana Parent-Teacher, sale of jewelry and other supplies, and the

various disbursements made within the State and to the National Congress,

5 are there any tangible proofs

and the table showing membership increase,
of how the objects and policies of the National Congress of Parents and

Teachers have been promoted?

3Chapters IIT and IV, pp. 22 ff.
hReport of State Treasurer, p. 11l7.

SGrowth of the Montana Parent-Teacher Association, 1918 to 1963,
pp. 10L, 105,
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Over a four-year period, from 1957 through 1960, in the search
for historic data for this thesis, an effort was made to reach all of
the PTA units in Montana with a questionnaire which was mailed out to
unit presidents.8 later, coples of the same questiornmaire were handed
out at district conventions by Mrs. Clara M. Munger, state president
from 1955-1958, and then by Mrs. Mildred Nelson, president from 1958-
1961, Assistance was also given by Mrs, Leota Hoye, extension chairman,
who became president in 1961, Several articles about the proposed

History of the Montana Congress were also printed in the Montana Parent.-

Teacher, appealing for assistance and featuring articles on early MCPT
histoty.g. Responses were received from 140 units in the 6 districts

and from 6 eouncils.l® Tables v, VI, VII, VIIT, and IX, on pages 163
through 169, show what the objectives of the PTA units in Montana have
been, how they have raised funds for their activities, what use has been
made of the money so raised, and what activities they have carried on in
the name of the organization.

QAppondix'Z. P. 283,

9Hontana Parent-Teacher, Sept., 1958, p. 3: April, 1959, p. 1.

IQAppendix Z, p. 283. See also Table V, p. 163, ff,

llstatistics in these tables are based upon returns from 134
responses, Incomplete infermation precluded the use of the remaining
6 questionnaires,
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TABLE V

MCPT UNITS AND COUNCILS, BY DISTRICTS, RESPONDING TO
HISTORIAN'S QUESTIONNAIRE, 1957-1960

DISTRICT 1

Alberton
Big PFork
Bonner
Clinton
Coram
Corvallis
Darby
Drummond
Etna

Eureka
Frenchtown
Grantsdale
Hot Springs
Hungry Horse
Kila
Lakeside
Libby

Lone Rock
Martin City

DISTRICT II

Anaconda
Bozeman:
Bozeman Senior High School
Emerson Elementary
Hawthorne
Irving
Longfellow
Rosary
Boulder
Butte:
Blaine
Emerson
Franklin
Greeley
Hawthorne
Jefferson

Missoula:
Central
Cold Springs
Franklin
Lewis and Clark
Lowell
Paxson
Prescott
Target Range
Washington
Willard

Plains

Rollins

Seeley Lake

Stevensville

Superior

Swan Valley

Thompson Falls

Victor

Butte (Continued):
Lincoln
Longfellow
Madison
Washington
Whittier

Harrison

Helena:
Broadwater
Bryant
Central

Ramsay

Townsend (Broadwater County PTA)

Virginia City
Walkerville-Sherman School
Wolf Creek

Yellowstone Park
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TABLE V (Continued)

DISTRICT III

Cascade Great Falls (Continued)
Dutton Lowell
Fairfield (Greenfield McKinley
School) Paris Gibson Junior H.S.
Fort Benton Roosevelt
Fort Shaw Charles M. Russell
Geraldine West Junior H.S.
Geyser Whittier
Gildford Havre:s
Grass Range Lincoln McKinley
Great Falls: Lewistown
Collins Garfield
Emerson Highland Park
East Junior H.S. Iincoln
Franklin Turner
Largent St. Xavier
lewls and Clark Valier
Lincoln White Sulphur Springs
Zurich
DISTRICT IV
Absarokee Billings (Continued):
Billingss Pioneer Progressive
Bench School Shepherd
Canyon Creek Broadview
Elder Grove Columbus
Elyssian Laurel-South School
Highland Park Lodge Grass
Lewis and Clark Pompey's Pillar
Lockwood Reed Point
Miles Avenue Rosebud
Newman Ryegate
North Park Wyola
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TABLE V (Continued)

DISTRICT V DISTRICT VI
Cabin Creek Bainville
Custer Brockton
Fairview Circle
Fallon Fort Peck
Glendive Froid
Marsh Glasgow Elementary
Ollie Lower Corral Creek
Richey Medicine Lake
Nashua
Peerless
Sioux Pass
Wolf Point
COUNCILS
District I
Missoula

Ravalli County

District I1
Bozeman Central Council
Butte
Helena

District III

Great Falls
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TABLE VI
METHODS OF RAISING FUNDS BY MONTANA PTA UNITS

SALES * I 31%
DINNERS I 15%

CARNIVALS I 10%

DUES C ] 10%

DANCES I 10%

carp ParTIES TN 72

PLAYS R

enTerTAINMENT IR 6%
DONATIONS e

ATHLETICS [ ] 1%
#3ee inset
SALES
Bake, Food, Candy 1h%
N = 255 Projects
Reported Raffles, Socials 7%
N = 100% Rummage 6%
B- 1z Miscellaneous# L%
Auctions, Bazaars 1%
#Sale of deer hides, cards, bridge
lessons, calendars, psper drive
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B.

TABLE VII
HOW MONTANA PTA UNITS SPEND THEIR FUNDS

General Expenditures Common to Many Units

Expenses of Delegates to Conventions and Workshops

Montana Parent-Teacher Subscriptions for Officers

Donations to State Scholarship Fund
Local Scholarship
Pre-~School Round.Up

N=134 PTA Units Reporting

EBecialized Projects

N=170 Projects Reported
*Improvement School Facilities, Equipment
Health Activities ~ e.g. Chest X-Rays, Polio &
Tick Shot Clinics, Eye Examinations, Furnishing
Sick Rooms

Child Welfare - e.g. Relief programs . milk, eye
glasses, clothing

No. Units

92
7%
70
18
17

32

22

Music Activities = e.g. Band Uniforms and Instruments,

Choir Robes, Records and Record Players
Playgrounds-=Equipment, Landscaping
School Library - Book Repair, New Books, Magagzines
Safety - Traffic Signs, Safety Ramp, etc,
Kitchen Improvement -~ Dishes & Other Equipment
Student Parties, Treats

Athletics - e.g. Uniforms, Equipment, Banguets

20
19
iz
12
10

*Equipment - e.g. Tape recorders, projectors, microscopes,
home ec, equipment, ceramic equipment, clocks, lamps,

pictures
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19%
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TABLE VIII

OBJECTIVES OR PURPOSES IN ORGANIZING PTA UNITS
IN MONTANA
Closer Association between Parents
and Teachers I ;¢

Establishment of School
Lunch Program — 11%

Aid in Support of

School - 10%

Assistance in Bord

Elections |
Building of New

Schools - 7%
Providing Added Benefits

for Children - 7%

Benefit of Community | L

Teacher Welfare--e.g. To
Improve Housing, Salaries,

Friendship B >
Promotion of NCPT

Ob jectives l 1%
Establishment of Betterr

Health Facilities . 14
School Library

Improvement . 1%

N = 134 PTA Reports*

§ =%

*of six Councils reporting, two stated their purposes in
organizing were to channel information from the National to the
local Parent-Teacher Associations,
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TABLE IX

ACTIVITIES CARRIED ON BY PTA UNITS IN MONTANA

Foundera' Day Observance . « o o« « ¢ o ¢ o o o o o
Legislation . . o ¢ o ¢ 0 ¢ 06 ¢ 0 o 0 o o o & o &
School Lunch Program . « o o o ¢ 2 ¢ « ¢ o 0 o o o
Study Groups . o o ¢ o o 2 0o 6 0 @ 0 5 o 5 8 & o =
Youth Activities-=e.g. Scouts, Camp Fire Girls, 4-H
Teacher Courtesies . . . s o o« ¢ s ¢ 0 ¢ o » o o &
Parent Bducation . ¢ ¢ o o o o ¢ a ¢« o o s o o o

cumculumstwieSoooo-onoooooooonv

o

-

Teacher Assistance--e.,g. Programs, Parties . . o ¢ =« o »

Units
Ve

b9
31
27
25
25
25
19

b

N (Activities) = 134 Units Reporting

CMMUNITY PROJECTS

Safety--e.g . Traffic Law Enforcement,
Highway, Crossings at Raillroads . . . .

Health.-e.g. County Nurse, BEducation . . .
Recreation-.Skating Rinks, Swimming l.essons
Misceallaneous-=Publi¢ Library, Curfews, Bus

Semceuooooouonooooooooooo

Civunafenﬂeuoooooaooooo.ooaon

L]

L]

°

60
14
11

9
5

N (Community Projects)= 99 Projects Reported
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Table V indicates that the responses came from a fairly repre-
sentative cross section of Montana's larger cities, towns, and villages.
The other tables are self.explanatory. They seem to indicate that the
activities for which Montana PTA units raise and spend their money are
clustered more or less about the five areas of improvement of school
facilities, provision of needed equipment for curricular and extra-
curricular work of the schools, student health and welfare, parent
education, and community concern<-in addition to the support of accepted
Parent-Teacher functions,

An informed citizenry in Montana, often aroused by the PTA, has
secured an lmproved teachers' retirement law, better salary schedules,
higher standards of certification, the passage of bond issues for new
school buildings, passage of special levies, better library service,
improved curriculum, guidance services, scholarships for teacher recruit.
ment, and training for the exceptional child.

Forty years ago, Mrs. A. W. Luedke, writing in the Montana
Education, quoted Superintendent Sheldon of Springfield, Ohio, as saying:

Groups of 25, 50 or more members of a PTA living in a school
district, coming into contact with neighbors and varicus social
groups, can do more to propagate a wholesome school spirit and
enlist support for any school measure than all other agencies
combined., Superintendents who do not encourage the organization

of PTA's and give these organizations some time and thought,
are overlooking one of their chief sources of strength.l2

E

12Mrs. Anna Luedke, Montana -BEducation, Vol, II, No. 1, p. 1k,
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In an editorial appearing in the January, 1928, Bulletin, Mr.
A. T. Peterson, then principal of Beaverhead County High School and
later, legislative chairman of the Montana Congress of Parents and
Teachers, sald, "The first measure in considering the activity of a
Pafont-Teacher group must be, 'Is this activity for the good of the
child?' Any other purpose is likely to lead the organization out of
its proper sphore."13

Simply stated, this criterion still remains today an accurate
yardstick.

13gulletin, Vol. 1, No. 4, January, 1928, p. b.
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CHAPTER XV
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

The purpose of this study has been to investigate and report the
history of the Montana Congress of Parents and Teachers from its organi-
zation in Butte, Montana, May 7 and 8, 1915, to the present, to show how
the policies and practices of the National Congress have been activated
in this State, and to give tribute to the PTA members--~the leaders and
followers--who have helped it grow from a few units and about 5000 men-
bers to over 30,000 members in some 300 units during the past 50 years.

Investigation has shown that the Montana Congress of Parents and
Teachers, instead of being inactive during the years of 1918 to 1922, as
formerly belleved, was greatly concerned with child health and welfare.,
In cooperation with the State Board of Health and other organizations,
it focused its efforts on health, sanitation, guldance, and similar pro-
blems. Except for the year, 1921, yearly meetings were held as sections
of the Montana Teachers! Association, the predecessor of the Montana Edu-
cation Association,

In its early years, the PTA received much encouragement from the
State Bo#rd of Health and the State Department of Public Instruction to
continue its work,

The Montana Congress changed the plan of reaching local units

from the county unit plan to the district. From three districts, the
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State has now been divided into seven areas to facilitate communication,

Aiding this extension is the Montana Parent-Teacher, which has developed

from a mimeographed bulletin to an attractive magazine which strengthens
the lines of communication among the state officers, the districts, and
the local units, It has endeavored through its factual and inspirational
articles to keep the ideals and policies of the National Congress in the
minds of PTA members,

Through the State PTA scholarship program and through local
scholarships, many young men and women in the five units of the Greater
University which offer teacher training have received financial help to
enable them to enter the teaching profession.

Special efforts have been made through the years to develop strong
leadership by means of courses in colleges and by workshops.

In this thesis an attempt has been made to organize some of the
material pertinent to the history of the Montana Congress of Parents and
Teachers and to present it in a more readily accessible form than
previously has been available,

Certain weaknesses of the PTA have been apparent from this study,
none of which are so powerful nor so serious that, with thoughtful con-
sideration and awareness, they cannot be corrected, Poor publicity at
local, district, and state levels has been a hindrance to the action
program, Weakness in the chain of communication from state to district

to local has occasionally been apparent, Failure to evaluate programs
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and activities by the yardstick of the objects and policies of the
National Congress of Parents and Teachers, with the resultant use of
units for the "grinding of local axes'" and the efforts of certain

groups to inject partisanship into local, district, and state programs

of work must constantly be guarded against. A weakening in the influence
of the State Congress in recent years may possibly be due to the dropping
of the state leadership workshops.

Among the conclusions reached as a result of this study are
the following:

1. The need of strong leadership is imperative to continue the
growth of the Montana Congress of Parents and Teachers. When weakness
for whatever reason has been shown, PTA work has declined regionally
and locally, as well as on a state level,

2. The need for continuing training of leadership by means of
workshops, by some provision for carry-over of veteran, skilled leaders
to provide continuity in PTA activity, and by using the past history of
the State Corgress as a guide and inspiration for future action is
apparent,

3. More time and research is needed to give adequate analysis
and credit to the history of this organization during the recent years
of its existence.

k. It has been good to strengthen PTA activity on the district

level, but care must be taken that in so doing, the influence of the
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State Congress is not weakened.

5. The close cooperation which formerly existed between the
Montana Education Association and the Montana Congress of Parents and
Teachers needs to be fostered.

One or two recommendations seem to be a logical outgrowth of this
study, in the opinion of the writer. There is evident a need for a
centralized headquarters for the Montana Congress of Parents and
Teachers. A revival of the State workshop held annually for a number
of years would help in developing leadership. A continuing effort to
make educators and the public in general aware of the alms and achieve-
ments of the Parent-Teacher Association must be made. Finally, only
as people remember that the Parent-.Teacher Association is non-commercial,
non-partisan, and non-sectarian can it continue to grow in strength in
the furtherance of its obJjects and to make its influence felt through-
out the world,
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1900

1904

1905

1906
1908

1910

1911
1912

1914

1916

APPENDIX A

OUR MARCH OF EVENTS
[NCPT PAMPHLET]

The National Congress published book lists for mothers and
children and worked for the extension of the juvenile court
and probation system.

The Congress adopted a resolution endorsing a movement to give
deaf, blind, and backward children the fullest possible oppor-
tunity for normal development.

The organization advocated laws to prevent children under six-
teen from working at night and to keep illiterate children under
sixteen from working at all,

Resolutions of the National Congress endorsed federal aid for
the education of all children in kindergarten and elementary
schools in any part of the country. That was forty-nine years
ago!

A pure food bill was actively sponsored by the National Congress.

The organization held the First International Congress on the
Welfare of the Child, with the cooperation of the United States
Department of State and President Theodore Roosevelt,

Founders' Day, February 17, was observed for the first time. The
name of Mary Grinnell Mears, founder of Founders' Day, occupies a
place of high honor in the National Congress of Parents and
Teachers.

The PTA worked for mothers' pension laws in all states,

Hot lunch projects, sponsored by PTA's, were carried on in
many schools throughout the nation,

The Chinese government asked the president of the National Cone
gress to organize a National Congress of Mothers in China,

PTA's urged that foreign-born mothers be taught English
immediately upon their arrival in this country.
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1922

1924

1925

1927

1929

1931

1932

1934

1936

1941

1942
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The National Congress purchased a building in Washington D. C.,
and there during World War I operated a United Service Club for
soldiers and sailors.

A national standing committee on better films was appointed--
and remember, that was thirty-three years ago!!

The organization reaffirmed its stand for the reduction of
armaments by international agreement.

The present name of our organization, the National Congress of
Parents and Teachers, was adopted.

In this year the Congress established its nation-wide health
project, the Summer Round-Up of the Children. Since then, more
than two and a half million children about to enter school have
been given health examinations under PTA auspices.

The Natlonal Congress helped to organize the International
Federation of Home and School. The president of the Congress
was elected the first president of this new organization.

A grant from the Laura Spelman Rockefeller Fund made possible a
tremendous expansion of the National Congress parent education
program.

In cooperation with the U.S. Office of Education, the parent-
teacher organization called a national conference on parent
education,

PTA's dedicated their efforts to helping children during this
period of financial depression.

The National Congress was cited by the National Education Asso-
ciation for its excellent work in saving schools during the
emergency.

A traffic safety education project was inaugurated.

The PTA school lunch project was coordinated on a nation-wide
basis. A national defense program was alsc adopted.

The entire National Congress—-~its local, state, and national
groups--participated in the all-out war effort.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



- 183 -

1943 - The organization made a special study of juvenile delinquency,
looking toward the problems of the postwar world,

1944 - In this election year a plank on education was submitted to both
major political parties, with the request that it be included in
their platforms. It was! '

1945 ~ The National Congress of Parents and Teachers was one of the four
educational organizations invited by the U.S. Department of State
to send consultants to the United Nations Conference on Interna-
tional Organization in San Francisco.

1946 - The Congress adopted a Four-Point Program to concentrate the
united effort of all PTA's on school education, health, world
urderstanding, and parent and family life education.

1947 -~ Nearly four and a half million parent-teacher members cele-
brated the Golden Jubilee anniversary of the founding of their
organization and pledged anew their determination to work toward
a better world for their children and all children,

1948 - A Spanish parent-teacher manual was published for the benefit of
Spanish-speaking PTA's. Parent-teacher members everywhere,
spurred by a national committee, sent CARE packages overseas and
extended courtesies to exchange teachers who came to this country
from other lands,

1949 -~ The organization launched a full.scale campaign against unwhole-
some comic books, motion pictures, and radio programs.

1950 - Plans for a new home were under way, In Chicago the Congress
purchased a site for a national headquarters building. The
national president was invited to Japan to help develop a pro-
gram for thirty-one thousand parent-teacher groups there.

1951 - A plan of action to curb illegal drug traffic was drafted, and
representatives to twenty-five other organizations were invited
to meet in Chicago to study and discuss the narcotlies problem,

1952 - A 9-point program on improvement of public schools was adopted,
Final plans for construction of headquarters drafted by archi-
tects.

1953

Construction started on headquarters building. BEducational cam-
paign for prevention of polio.
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1954 - National Office moved to new headquarters at 700 North Rush
Street, Chicago. National Board recommended that local units
work for fluoridation of community water supplies. Promoted
active participation in National Foundation for Infantile
Paralysis field trial tests of a vaccine to prevent polio.

1955 - New program--"The Family and the Community: FEach Shapes the
Other--The P.T.A. Serves Both." National Headquarters dedicated.
Resolution adopted in support of a minimum beginning salary of
$3,600 a year for teachers who are four- and five-year college
graduates with full professional qualifications.

1956 - Goal of 10,000,000 memberships became a reality. Plans made to
recommend continuous health supervision of children from birth
through school days (an extension of the Summer Round-Up pro-
gram). State congresses reported a total of almost $2,500,000
in scholarship awards to students and teachers.

1957 - PTA awarded a plaque by National Foundation for Infantile
Paralysis for "unprecedented participation in historic develop-
ment of a preventive measure against paralytic polio and for
outstanding volunteer leadership im achieving record acceptance
of the Salk vaccine.'" Established an advisory committee on pro-
gram for continuous health supervision of children from birth
through high school.

1958 - PTA's worked effectively for passage of the National Defense
Education Act of 1958. First of a series of regional safety
conferences held in Chicago.

1959 - Voted unanimously to support U.S. Postmaster General Summerfield's
plan for combating distribution of pornographic materials. Na-
tional Congress joined with American Social Health Association in
a regional four-state pilot project to promote family life educa-
tion in the United States. Several pilot projects in the new
program of continuous health supervision in cooperation with
selected states.

1960 - The PTA Magazine recognized for distinguished service in the
interpretation of education. Conference for state safety
chairmen held in Chicago. Action started on the production of
a PPA film.

1961 - PTA motion picture (16mm, sound, and color) Where Children Come
First previewed at the national convention and prepared for
general distribution. More than $4,000,000 awarded in scholar-
ships by state congresses since beginning of scholarship program.
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APPENDIX B

The historical outline which follows is in two sections. The

first is the outline of the History of Montana Congress of Parents and

Teachers by Mrs, A. F. Waldorf of Dillon, covering the years 1922-1933,
The second historical outline was compiled by Mrs, Thomas J., Micka,

covering the years 1915-196L4 and incorporating Mrs. Waldorf's outline.
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APPENDIX B

HISTORY OF MONTANA CONGRESS OF PARENTS AND TEACHERSI
(Mrs. A. F. Waldorf)

The Parent-Teacher Associations in Montana have been functioning
locally for a number of years, possibly since 1921 or 1922, although few
records are available concerning their activities before 1921. Their
period of growth was evidently followed by a period of depression and
inactivity and the membership throughout the state was recorded as 505
in 1921.1922,

The first definite record found by the historian who collected
this information is concerning a meeting called in Bozeman, June 14,
1922, for the purpose of re-organization. At this time Mrs. Quincy
Scott, Lewlstown, was elected president, five cent dues voted, and the
county unit plan adopted. Other officers were elected as follows:
Vice-president, Miss Clara Christison, Great Falls; Secretary, Mrs. T.
L. Pittman, Lewistown; Treasurer, Mrs. Ruth V. Clary, Bozeman. The
following is a brief chronology of events from 1923 to the present.
1923 Convention, Helena, September 28.

New constitution adopted.

Dues of 15 cents per member voted.

20 associations.

1077 membership.

lﬂbntana Parent-Teacher, February, 1932, pp. 3 and 12,
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Speakers: Mrs. Joseph Chivers; Dr. Hazel Dell Bonness;
Dr. F. 0. Smith, Helenaj Chancellor Brannon.

Officers elected: President, Mrs. Frank Bartos, Helena;j
Vice-President, Mrs. W. S. Jackson, Great Falls; Mrs. Minnie
Case, Missoula; Secretary, Mrs, James S. MacDonald, Helena;
Treasurer, Mrs, Herbert Woodard, Hobson,

1923-192L Convention, Helena, April 25,
17 delegates,
National speaker--Miss Frances Hayes. Other speakers, Dr.,
Lemm, Dr. Neuman, Helena.
Became a member or the National Congress of Parents and
Teachers. Committees organized in Education, Better Films,
Recreation, Social Standards, Children's Reading, Press,
Legislation.
Officers elected: President, Mrs. R. L. Shaffer, Lewistown;
Vice-President, Mrs. Jackson, Great Falls; Secretary, Mrs.,
M. G. Bardwell, Lewistown; Treasurer, Mrs. Joseph Chivers,
Helena.
State Membership, 1137.
Number of associations, 18.

Child Welfare subscriptions, 8.
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1924.1925 Convention, Lewistown, Apr. 16, 17.
26 delegates.
Speakers: Mr., Bailey Ashworth, Lewistown; Mrs. Joseph Chivers,
Helena; Rev, E, J. Klemme, Helena.
Constitution amended that officers hold office for two years.
First PTA banquet.
Officers elected: President, Mrs., A. W. Luedke, Lewistown:
Vice-Presidents, Mrs. W, S. Jackson, Great Falls; Mrs. J. H.
Gllbert, Dillon; Secretary, Mrs. B. C. Bardwell, Lewistown;
Treasurer, Mrs. Wm. Fitzsimmons, Helena.
State membership, 1501,
Number of assocliations, 32.
Child Welfare subscriptions, 15.
Salary paid to state secretary for first time.
1925-.1926 Convention, Billings, Apr. 2, 3.
51 delegates,
Creation of three districts to correspond to those of the
M.E.A.
District chairmen appointed.
Summer Round-Up Committee formed,
Open forum on program service and publicity.
State membership, 2519,

Number of associations, 39,
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Child Welfare subscriptions, 23.
State president attended National Board of Managers!
meeting in Denver.

1926-1927 Convention, Helena, May 12, 13.
61 delegates.
Constitution revised.
School of Instruction by Miss Frances Hayes, National field
secretary,
Discussion of local unit problems.
Officers elected: President, Mrs., J. H. Gilbert, Dillon;
Vice~Presidents, Mrs. A. T. Schultz, Helena; Mrs., C. G,
Manning, Lewistown; Secretary, Mrs. A. F. Waldorf, Dillomy
Treasurer, Mrs, E. H. Barrett, Great Falls; Historian, Mrs.
M, C, Deitrich, Billings.
ﬁimeographed Bulletin published throughout the year and sent
to each local unit.
Membership increased from 2519 to L4U19.
Number of associaticns, 66.
Child Welfare subscriptions, 65.
Founder's Day offering, $11L.37.
New president attended national convention in Cakland,

Calif. in June 1927.
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19271928 District oonventions, May. Missoula, Great Falls, Billings,
National speakers included Mrs, Jennie R, Nichols, Mrs.
C. V. Aspinwall, Mrs, W, W, Gabriel,
Schools of instruction conducted at each convention,
Organization of state officers according to national plan
offected,
Establishment of several committees at large.
lé-page printed Bulletin published.
Booth at State Fair established.
State conmittee activity enlarged,
4 new city councils,
Mrs. Viotor Maelstrom, National director of home service,
visited state,
State president participated in Inland Empire Parent.
Teacher section meeting.
State president and state secretary were given places on
general program of three district educational meetings,
Two delegates attended national conventlon,
State membership, 4885,
Number of Associations, 83.
Founders' Day. offering, $91.60.
Child Welfare Subseriptions, 87.

1928.1929 First Biennial State Convention.
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102 delegates.

National representative, Mrs, Hugh Bradford. Third vice-
pres. Pageant, International Federation of Home and School
written by Mrs. A. H. Reeves, national president.

Chorus of 50 Singing Mothers,

Officers elected: President, Mrs. J. H. Gilbert, Dillon;
Vice.Presidents, Mrs. R, D, Rader, Helena; Mrs, A, R. Collins,
Butte; Mr., M, C. Deitrich, Billings, Mrs. C. S. Houtz, Havre;
Mr, A. T. Peterson, Dillon, Mrs. O. H. Graham, Lewistown, Dr.
Maybelle True, Helena; Secretary, Mrs. A. F. Waldorf, Dillon;
Treasurer, Mrs. E. H. Barrett, Great Falls; Historian, Mrs.
M. N. Browning, Belt.

Establishment of page for Montana Congress activities in
Montana Bducation.

Budget system of finance established.

4 Standard Associations,

One delegate attends national convention.

State membership, 5515.

Number of associations, 91.

Founder's Day offering, $135.89.

1l units carried through the Summer Round-Up requirements.
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1929-1930 District conventions, May, Helena, Havre, Billings.
Convention theme, Parent Education.
National speaker at each, Dr. Newell W. Edson, Chairman of
Social Hygiene.
Mrs. Chas, E. Roe, national field secretary, spent ten days
in state conducting institutes and reaching about 1300
people,
5 delegates attend national convention,
State membership for year, 5785.
Number of assoclations, 93.
Founder's Day offering, $1187.83.
Child Welfare subscriptions, 240.
6 Standard Associations,
10 units carried through Summer Round-Up requirements, 3 cities
enrolling 100%, Missoula, Great Falls, Lewistown.

1930-.1931 Second bi-ennial convention, Great Falls, May 12, 13, 14,
111 delegates.
Theme~-The Challenge of the Parent-BEducation Movement.
National representative, Mrs. B. I. Elliot, National treas.
Three section meeting s--Children's Reading, Home Study, Child
Care and Training,

Organlzation Classes.
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Program planning classes.

A11 State Mothers! Chorus.

Child Welfare Dinner.

Publicity luncheon.

Tree Planting ceremony.

Many state educacvors on orogram.

Officers elected: President, Mrs. R. C, Paxson, Missoula;
Vice-Presidents, Mrs. James W. Scott, Helena; Mrs. A, J.
Evert, Glendive; A. T. Peterson, Billings; Mrs. A. J. Baker,
Lewistown; Miss wois Twoumbley, Great Falls; Mrs. W, W.
Jones, Havre; Miss Alma Wretling, Helena; Secretary, Mrs,
R. E. Morrison, Missoula; lreasurer, Mrs. A, Trenerry,
Billings; Historian, Mrs. A. F., Waldorf, Dillon.

State membership, ¢123.

Number of associations, 89,

Founder's Day oftering, $192.00.

Child Welfare subscriptions, 296,

8 Standard Associations.

2 Superior Associations.

8 Mothers' Choruses organized.

Several study groups organized.

Dr, Ada Hart Arlett. national education chairman, addressed

groups in four cities.
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The state president was chairman of parent-teacher section
meeting of Inland Empire Education convention.
Mrs. Enma Golden, former national field secretary, lectured
before various educational groups during the year. She also
conducted a parent-teacher course for credit at the state
normal college, Dillon, during the summer of 1931, entire
attendance 90,

1931-.1932 Participation in Montana Bducation Association district
meetings assisted by Dr. Gary Cleveland Myers,
State president addressed Montana Public Health Association
in convention, attended meeting of National Advisory Commit.
tee on Illiteracy and the Montana White House Conference on
Child Health.
Mrs. Charles E, Roe spent ten days in the state conducting
schools of instruction in six cities.
Participation in Inland Empire BEducation: PTA section
meeting in Spokane,
Glendive PTA placed on national office 1ist as one of 200
local units receiving honorable mention because of its high
membership in 1930-1931.
Montana received a six gold star award for completing its
subseription quota in its class.

State membership, 4826.
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New Associations, 13.

Summer Round-.Up units carried through, 19.

Founder's Day Offering, $91.69 (largest per capita offering
in the nation).

Six Standard Associations.

Five Superior Associations.

Thirty study groups.

Five Mothers' Choruses,

Three delegates to National convention.

Montana Parent-Teacher financed, published by advertising.

and subscriptions.
District conventions, May 1932,
Theme: The Future Defense-~0ur Children.
Western District-.Dillon--50 delegates.
Keynote--How can we be worthy of the affection, trust, and
respect of our children?
Northern District--Lewistown.
Keynote--Can the P.T.A. help now?
Eastern District.-Glendive,
Keynote~-~Child Welfare,
Discussion Topics--

The Children's Charter,

Leisure time in development of child.
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How to guide in vocational choices of children.
Recreation versus delinquency.

Community work with children.

From Parent to Teacher.

The Woman's Club and the PTA.

Ethical training in our schools.

Tree planting ceremony in memory of George Washington
was held at each convention,

1932-1933 Joint PTA meetings held at each district meeting, of
Montana Educatlion assisted by Miss Alice Somers, assocliate
chairman of Parent Educatlion for National Congress of
Parents and Teachers, and Dr, Eugene Bishop, professor
of Bducation at University of Washington.

Third biennial convention will be held in Missoula,
May 15, 16, and 17, 1933.

March 5, 1933 Mrs. A. F. Waldorf
Dillon, Montana State/historian
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AN OUTLINE HISTORY OF THE MONTANA CONGRESS OF
PARENTS AND TEACHERS

Mrs. Thomas J. Micka, State PTA
Historian, 1964

In the earliest history found in the files of the Montana Congress
of Parents and Teachers, Mrs. A. F. Waldorf, of Dillon, state historian,
stated in February, 1932, "The Parent-Teacher Assocliations in Montana
have been functioning locally for some twenty years, altho {sic] few
records are available concerning their activities before 19Z2T.W

Patient research by Mrs. T. J. Micka, Bozeman, present historian,
over a period of several years, has brought to light many little
known facts of the period prior to 1921. A number of cities in Montana
had formed local associations, possibly as early as 1911 or 1912, By
1914, there was a designated Parent.Teacher section scheduled as part
of the annual teachers' convention, according to a program for the
Montana State Teachers' Association,'1914, This section featured
Mrs. John Smith of Butte, chalrman, and Mrs., T. C. Brockway as leader
of a round table discussion., Earlier that same year, Montana's State
Superintendent of Public Instruction, H. A. Davee, was chairman of a
conference of Parent.Teacher Associations at the Inland Empire Teachers
Association in Spokane,

Interest in the PTA movement apparently grew to the point where
an organization committee, with Mrs, John Smith of Butte as chairman,
began plans for the formation of a state congress. The Butte Miner is
the only source found of information for this first meeting on May 7, 1915.

"At the High School Auditorium this evening at 8:00 o*clock,

the members of the Butte Parent-Teachers' Circles will receive
officers of the national body and women prominent in the work
started in Butte some months ago. The distinguished visitors

will arrive at 7:15 o'clock and in the party will be Mrs. Frederick
Schoff of Philadelphia, president of the National Association;

Mrs, Milton T, Higgins, vice.president, of Worchester, Massachusetts;
Mrs, Orville T. Bright of Chicago, another vice-president; Miss
Bessie Locke of New York, Director of the Kindergarten division

of the United States Bureau of Education. Mrs, A. W, Richter, a
leader of the organization in Bozeman, and women from nearby cities
will also be in attendance at the meetings which will last

through Saturday.

"Following a program at the high school this evening, a public

reception will be tendered the visitors at the Silver Bow Club."

In effecting the formal organization of the Montana branch of: the
National Congress of Mothers and Parent-Teacher Association, a consti-
tution must have been adopted since reports of conventions during the
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next two years make reference to this document. The first officers of
the Montana Congress of Mothers and Parent-Teacher Association as given
in the Sunday, May 9, 1915, The Butte Miner, were as follows: Mrs. J.

A. Smith, Butte, president; Mrs. Wilson, Great Falls, lst vice-president;
Mrs, T. C. Brockway, Butte, 2nd vice-president; Mrs. A. W. Richter,
Bozeman, 3rd vice-president; Mrs. Farnsworth, Missoula, 4th vice-
president; Mrs. A. J. Cunningham, Helena, 5th vice-president; Miss Jennie
Faddis, Butte, corresponding secretary; Mr. Winais* [sic] Livingston,
recording secretary; and Mrs. Gaily, Anaconda, treasurer. [:*Apparently
this name is misspelled, for a check with the Montana Educational
Directory for 1915 gives the name as B, A. Winans, Superintendent at
Livingston,]

Protection of school lands and funds from the sale thereof
occupied the attention of delegates to the second annual state conven-
tion of the Montana Congress of Parents and Teachers in Helena, May 5
and 6, 1916, The Press Committee~-Miss Emma Perry, Mrs. E. N. Brandegee,
and Mrs. J. Chivers--publicized the meetings well for detailed accounts
are found both in the Helena Daily Independent and the Great Falls Tribune.
Members of the Resolutions Committee included Mrs. Farnsworth, Missoula,
chairman; Mrs. Dozois of Roundup, Mrs. Rutledge of Bozeman, Miss Kathryn
Johnston of Helena, and Miss Faddis, Butte,

The Great Falls Tribune for May 7, 1916, listed the officers
elected at the second annual state meeting as: Mrs. T. C. Brockway,
Butte, president; Mrs. C. H. Bowman, Butte, vice-president; Mrs. L. M.
McAlister, Great Falls, auditor; and Miss McDonough, Butte, historian,

In November, 1916, a PTA program was given before the Country
Life Section of the Montana State Teachers' Association. Mrs. Farns-
worth presided as chairman for the meeting which had for its theme,
"Control of Childhood's Enviromment." Addresses were given by Professor
W. W. Mustaine, MSU, and Dr. W. F. Cogswell, Secretary of the State
Board of Health.

The third annual convention of the Montana Congress of Mothers
arnd Parent-Teacher Association met in Great Falls April 26, 27, and 28,
1917, with the Great Falls Central organization Council? as the host.
The Great Falls Tribune for April 27, 1917, reports as Executive Com-
mittee meeting:

"At 4 o'clock the executive committee met at the home of Mrs. I. N.
Walker for the preliminary business meeting. Mrs. T. C. Brockway,

the state president, presided and the report of the auditing com-
mittee was accepted.

"Some changes for the constitution were discussed. One of the

most important being that the term of office be changed from three
to two years.
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"The State officers are: [ sic] Mrs. T. C. Brockway, of Butte,
president; Mrs, C. A. Wilson, Great Falls, Mrs. C. H. Bowman,
Butte, Mrs. A, W, Richter, Bozeman, Mrs. H. B. Farnsworth,
Missoula, and Mrs. W. H. Plum, Helena, vice-presidents; Mrs.

W. F. Gaily, Anaconda, treasurer; Mrs. L. M. McAllister,
Great Falls, auditor; Mrs. J, F. Faddis, Butte, corresponding
secretary; Miss Marguerite McDonnell, historian.

A message received from Mrs. Frederick Schoff, national president,
included the following interesting item:

"I congratulate Montana on being the first state to send a

woman to Congress, Jeanette Rankin It marks the beginning of

a new era in the history of our country."
Speakers at this convention included M., J. Abbey of Bozeman, Miss May
Trumper, newly elected State Superintendent of Public Instruction, and
Dr. Lillieflors. Reports of State PTA Chairmen included "Children's
Films," Mrs. J. W, Chivers, Helena; "The Kindergarten," Supt. S. D.
Largent, Great Falls; "Child Hygiene," Mrs, S. W, Souders, Red Lodge;
and H, B, Mitchell, Great Falls, "Press and Publicity."

Fort Benton was one of the first units to publish a yearbook and
proudly displayed its work at the convention,

Delegates to this convention came from Anaconda, Augusta, Ashuelot,
Butte, Bozeman, Choteau, Fort Benton, Fife, Fort Shaw, Helena, Hinsdale,
Manhattan, Livingston, Red Lodge, and Roundup.

Late in November, 1917, Mrs. T, C. Brockway, state president,
resigned when her husband, the Rev., T, C. Brockway, a Baptist minister
in Butte, accepted an out-of-the-state charge. Mrs, H. R. Farnsworth
of Missoula assumed the office of the president of the Montana Congress.,
Immediately following the executive committee meeting at which she was
elected president, Mrs. Farnsworth presided over the PTA section at the
annual convention of the Montana State Teachers! Association in Butte,
November 24, 1917,

In 1918 Alice R. Keach, secretary of the State Congress, published
the following notice: *The annual meeting of the Montana branch of the
National Congress of Mothers and Parent.Teacher Association, usually
held in the spring, has been postponed until early fall by vote of the
executive committee. While some circles report a very successful winter's
work in several communities, a series of epidemics has seriously inter-
fered with the meetings, and very generally Red Cross work and other
war activities have been given right of way, It is hoped that in the
fall conditions will be more favorable. . . ."
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At the Annual Conference of Health Officials held at Missoula on
July 7 and &, 1919, the Montana State Public Health Association was formed.
A unique feature of this movement was the retention of identity of the
various organizations participating, but all uniting in at least two
general sessions at the same time and place. The State of Montana Bulletin
of, the Department of Health, Vol. 11, Nos. 6, 7, June and July, listed
as Vice-presidents of the sections the following’ Public Health Adminis-
tration, Dr. L. W. Allard, Billings; Tuberculosis, Dr. Caroline MeGill,
Butte; Sanitation and Waterworks Engineering, Surveyor-General Harry
Gerharz, Helena; Child Welfare, Mrs. H. B. Farnsworth, Missoula, presi-
dent Montana Congress of Mothers and Parent.Teacher Association; Industrial
Hygiene, Dr. P. H, McCarthy, Butte; Personal Hygiene, Dr. E. G. Steele,
Plentywood. The same bulletin reported:

"Mrs, H, B. Farnsworth, of Missoula, president of the Parent-
Teachers' Association, has graciously accepted the State Chairmanship,
and the "Back-to=School! and "Stay-in-School! drive will now go forward
satisfactorily. Literature and survey cards have been sent to the
presidents of the 156 Parent-.Teachers'! Associations throughout Montana."

In 1919, the council and business meeting of the Montana branch
of the National Congress of Mothers and Parent-Teacher Association met
in Helena, November 24, 25, and 26, as a section of the Montana State
Teachers! Assoclation. The program was devoted to reports of committees,
talks on different phases of child welfare work, and election of officers.
Mrs., H, B. Farnsworth, Missoula, was reelected president,

The only source of information about work of the Montana Congress
in 1920 found to date is a Bulletin of the Department of Health;

"Parent-Teacher Associations throughout Montana are sponsoring
various child welfare movements such as Little Mothers' League, or
Mother Craft Classes . . . The Modern Health Crusade, a simple system
for teaching valuable health habits, and the Hot Lunch Movement, which
is so greatly needed in many places, are also sponsored by the State
Parent-Teacher Association . . . The interest in Parent.Teacher Asso-
ciations is becoming keen. Since January (1920) the Circles affiliated
with the State Association have increased from about 50 in number to
approximately 150."

Again, the State Parent.Teacher Association met as a section at
the annual meeting of the Montana State Teachers'! Association in Billings,
November 22, 23, and 24, 1920. A bulletin from the State Department of
Public Instruction stated:

"There was never a time in the history of the public schools when so
many educational problems were pressing for solution. The greatest of
these problems is that of raising a sufficient amount of funds to support
the schools, This can be solved only by legislation., This preblem is
not one for teachers alone. Trustees, patrons, and Parent-Teacher
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organizations should know the needs, . . . and should be active in
creating public sentiment for legislation.
"In order that Parent-Teacher organizations may take their share

in this legislative responsibility, every local branch should serd a
representative to the State Teachers' Association in Billings, November
22, 23, 23, 1920 Not only will there be a Parent.Teacher Association
seztion but the general meetings will be of interest to all interested
in better education.”

Mrs. Farnsworth resigned in December, 1921 as State president.
In January, 1922, Mrs. E. C. Eliott of Helena became acting president
ard, from February on, State president. The call for a State PTA
meeting was published in the Bozeman Daily Chronicle for Tuesday, June 13,
1922, "The Montana Parent-Teachers' Association will hold a meeting
Wednesday, June 14 at 9:30 1l'clock in room 22 of the Emerson Building.
Electicon of Officers; reports; plans for the year's work; Mrs., Edward C.
Elliott, President."

Mrs. Max Jacobs, Helena, the State Treasurer, president at this
meeting attended by 22 delegates, Mrs. E, Copenhaver was secretary
pro tem. Officers elected were Mrs. Quincy Scott of Lewistown, presi-
dent:; Miss Clara Christison, Great Falls, vice-president: Mrs. T. L.
Pittman, Lewistown, secretary, and Mrs. Ruth V, Clary, Bozeman,
treasurer. Dues were to be kept at the previous amount of five cents.
It was decided to adopt the county unit plan, The next meeting of the
State is to be held on the day preceding the convening of the State
Teachers® Association,

1923 through 1932, History compiled by Mrs. Waldorf
[ see pp. 186-197]

1932.1933 History resumed by Mrs. Thomas J. Micka
Mrs. R. C, Paxon, Missoula, president. Third Biennial Convention in
Missoula, May 15, 16, 17, 1933. Mrs. J. W. Scott, Helena, first vice-
president, gave report of Montana White House Conference for State
president. Convention Theme--"Qur Children'’s Heritage."
Speakers: Mrs, B. F. Langworthy, first vice.president of NCPT, "The
Child and His Community'; Miss Elizabeth Irelarnd, superintendent of
public instruction, "Cooperation in Thinking by Panel Discussion';
Dr. W, F, Cogswell, "General Health"; Mr. Newell W. Edson, staff member
of the American Social Hygiene Association and chairman of the American
Social Hygiene Association, Dept. of NCPT, "Tomorrow's Parent."
Child Welfare dinner; music by Parent-Teacher Chorus, Missoula
4910 members and 86 units in Montana this year.
Pre-convention Board moved, seconded, and carried that the President be
empowered to appoint a local executive committee to settle emergency
issues; this committee also to make appointments of committee chairmen
not filled at pre-convention and post-convention Board meetings.
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41 units participated in Summer Round-Up; poster contest to advertise
state convention; School of Instruction held by Mrs. Langworthy.

Tree planting ceremony--Kiwanls Playgrounds--Presentation by Mrs. John H.
Gilbert, Dillon, junior past president.

New state officers elected: Mrs. William V. Beers, Billings, state
president; Mrs. W. W, Jones, Havre, lst vice-president; Mrs. W, N. King,
Missoula, 2nd vice-president; Mrs, Irvine Bennett, Missoula, secretary;
Mrs. A. Trenerry, Billings, treasurer; Mrs. A. F. Waldorf, Dillon,
historian; Mrs., Frank Hazelbaker, Dillon, 3rd vice-president; Mrs. H. C.
Salyerds, Lewistown, 4th vice-president; Mrs. W. M, Scott, Great Falls,
5th vice-president; Mrs. George Roosevelt, Butte, 6th vice-president;
Mrs. Florence Jordan, Helena, 7th vice-president; District presidents
elected by the Board were Mrs, C. R. Collins, Butte, Western District;
Mrs. R. E. Kiester, Great Falls, North Central District; Mrs. J. A.
Evert, Billings, Eastern District.

In October, PTA Sessions were held at each of the 3 MEA District
Conventions on the 27th, 28th, and 29th. Miss Alice Sowers, National
Chairman of Parent Bducation for the NCPT,was the speaker,

1933-1934
Mrs. Beers, state president, elected delegate to the National Convention
in Seattle. At state convention in Missoula, it was decided to divide
the secretary's work--having both a recording secretary and an executive
secretary.
The Nov. 1933 Bulletin stated that Federal funds are now available for
school buildings and for the hiring of teachers where it has been a
financial necessity to close schools,
Limited finances forced MCPT Bulletin editor to publish small magazine.
Membership: 6218 (National 1isted 6300); Units: 112 (114); Largest
Unit: Dillon, 234; Second Largest, Hawthorne, Helena, 225; Largest
group, Great Falls, 1042,

1934-1935

Mrs. William Beers, president, reports large gains in membership.
Fourth Biennial State Convention, Billings, April 15-17; theme--'"Home--
a Constructive Force!'; speakers--Mrs. Hugh Bradford, past national
president, Mr. C. G. Manning, "The Parents Place in the Educational
Program"; Supt. A. T. Peterson, "Legislation.,"

Awards given for Publicity record books and Poster Contest: Progressive
school, Billings, lst; Hawthorne, Butte, 2nd; Shepherd, Billings, 3rd.
Bylaws published in April, 1935, Bulletin, Officers to hold office for
two years. Officers of state to be president, seven vice.presidents, a
secretary, a treasurer, and a historian,

Membership--8295; 130 units; Founders' Day collection--$160.68,
President attended National Board Meeting Sept. 15-18, 1935.
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: 1935-1936

Mrs, William Beers, state president, asked for samples for Rural Exhibit
at Inland Empire Association meeting in Spokane.

Membership--7878 (National credited Montana with 8288)

Mrs., C. E. Row, National field secretary, visited State and held meetings

in many places.
1936-1937

Governor Elmer Holt of Montana, for the first time, proclaimed Oct. 1017
as Parent.Teacher Week.
G. E. Kidder, President of MEA, urged support of the MEA Legislative
program (Program discussed in Nov, 1936, Montana Parent-Teacher)
Fifth Biennial Convention in Butte, May 12, 13, 15, 1937; 148 Delegates
Theme: "The Relation of the Parent-Teacher Congress to the Cormunity"
Speakers: Mrs, John Hayes, national lst vice-president; and Mrs. M. D.
Wilkinson
Bylaws revised at state convention to make them in harmony with those
of National.
Membirship--8235; (Western District 3252; Eastern, 2233; North Central,
2795
State awarded National Certificate of honor for selling the national
magazine
State was re-districted, changed from 3 to 6 distriets,
New officers elected: Mrs. R. H. Jesse, Missoula, president; Mrs, W. G.
Phelps, Polson, secretary; Mrs. Clair Kern, Missoula, treasurer; and
nine vice-presidents: Mrs, W. M. Scott, Great Falls; Mrs. Holsey Johnson,
Butte; Mrs. W, W, Jones, Havre; Mrs. H. R. Richard, Libby; Mrs. James
Scott, Helena; Mrs. B, Hyde, Scobey; Mrs. Walter Bishop, Billings;
Mrs, R, H. Kelster, Great Falls; Mrs. Harris B. Olsen, Union.

1937-1938
Mrs. R. H. Jesse, state president, presented the following for state
projects: 1. Closer cooperation between NEA and PTA; 2. Establishment
of PTA Institutes as a part of our education courses in Teacher Training
Schools.
Plans made to sponsor regularly scheduled PTA radio programs. Missoula
broadcasting safety plays on radio.
District Conventions held in Missoula (Dist. 1); Bozeman (2); Havre (3);
Red Lodge (4); Scobey (5); Glendive (6) with Mrs, Roe as National Rep.
State President Mrs., Jesse to be delegate to National PTA in Salt Lake
City.
Cost of Bulletin reported up. Sixteen-page issue costs $46.00,
Eight issues of 16 pages each was $383,00,
Spring Board Meeting held at the National Convention in Salt Lake City.
Those atterding Spring Board Meeting were Mrs. Jesse, Mrs, Clare Kern,
Mrs, W. N. King, Mrs, H, R, Patton, Mrs. P, J. Regan, Mrs, E. L. Freeman
(Missoula); Mrs, Lohtka, Mrs., Yager, Mrs., Taylor; Mrs, H. Johnson, Mrs,
Stackpole, Mrs, Clausen, Mrs. W, Williams, Mrs. Ketto, Mrs. L. Freeman,
Mrs, Wilkinson (Butte); Mrs., Deyoe (Lewistown); Mrs. Phelps, (Hobson);
Mrs., Drinkwater (Havre).
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They wore pioneer costumes and acted as ushers the day of May 16, 1938,
Membership--8268; Montana Parent-Teacher-.506 Subscriptions.
Also attending the Spring Board meeting were (Great Falls) Mrs. W. M.
Scott, Mrs, Kiester, Mrs, Lundin, Mrs, Jung, Mrs. D. Thomas, Mrs. Ruthera
fold, and Mrs. Murphy; (Helena) Mrs. James Scott, C. R. Anderson,
Mrs. Rowand, Mrs. J. M. Smith; (Billings) Mrs. Paul Brown, Mrs, Cutts;
(Gardiner) Mrs. Prozwik, Mrs. Hepburne, Mrs. Maurer, Mrs. Jump; (Dillon)
Mrs. Holleran; (Bozeman) Mrs. D. McDonald.
1938-1939
Mrs. Jesse presided over spring board meeting in Helena, May 16,
Decided to have a Radio Chairman
Increased stress on safety
Reports heard from all committee chairmen
M. P. Moe contributed MEA articles to Montana Parent-Teacher.
His article on Legislation of the MEA printed in March, 1939, Bulletin
State membership--9133, a gain of 870 over last year, but short of the
10,000 goal set.
127 units in state
C. R. Anderson reported failure of all bills [to pasé] in which PTA is
interested.
Theme chosen for fall conventions: "Democracy as a Way of Life"
1939.1940
Mrs. J. K. Pettingill, President of the National Congress, main
speaker at 6th Biennial Convention, Helena, Oct. 9, 10, 11, 1939,
154 delegates present.
Reports heard from 8 Councils.
Mrs. James Scott attended Safety Conference in San Francisco and gave
report of it to convention.
Surplus of $1500.00 on hand in treasury.
Moved and carried that $750.00 be invested in securities to produce
revenue, Remainder to be used for extension,
Mrs. Kern stated that costs of state bulletin excessive in comparison
with those of other states. Budget committee suggests bulletin be
printed without advertising after this year to reduce printing and
postage costs.
Committee appointed to study state procedures.
Mrs, Jesse attended National at Omaha.
Magazine subscriptions--910; State membership.-9808; members suggested
that a historian be added to State Board.
Suggestions called for editor of Bulletin for next year.
Plans made for fall District Conventions
19401941
District Meetings attended by State President, Mrs. Jesse,
District II met at Dillon, Oct., 5, Mrs. Henry Yager, President,
District I at Hamilton, Oct. 9, Mrs. E. T. Peterson, President,
District III, Havre, Oct. 19, Mrs. T. J. Murphy.
District IV, Red Lodge, Mrs. C. W. Gross, President.
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District V, Mrs. Burley Bowler, president,
District VI, Mrs. Harris Olson, president,
Board meeting, March 31, 194l.
Convention theme--"THE CHILD IN TODAY'S WORLD"
Voted to invest $250 in Western Montana Building & Loan--added to $750
already invested.
Membership--10,955 (11,099)
Legislative Committee working for a driver's license law,
538 subscriptions to the magazine. 798 with free ones.
Mrs. James K, Lyttle--National treasurer--to be State Convention speaker.

19411942
State convention--October 7, 8, 9 Great Falls,
Nomination for presidents of districts,
None for District V; decided to divide District V between Districts II
and Vl--carried,
Voted to cooperate with MEA in survey of juvenile delinquency.
Mrs. Jesse announced that the Burning Memorial at Macon, Georgia, is not
yet completed., Twelve steps will lead up each side of the structure
and each state will furnish one of these steps which are marble. The
states will be notified when the builders are ready for these.
Voted to make Mrs., R. H. Jesse our first honorary V.P,
192 registered at convention; 32 paid members.
Mrs. Mark Faris attended safety meeting in Los Angeles and reported on
"How Safe are Today's Children?"
Theme: "The Children in Today's World."
Miss De Motte, field secretary of Campfire Girls, asked support of
MCPT in securing leaders in Montana,
Butte Mother Singers, directed by Mrs. George Benjamin; accompanist,
Mrs. Holsey Johnson; sang.
Panel at Convention on ®The Education of the Child in Today's World."
Officers elected are: Mrs. James Scott, Helena, president; Mrs. Holsey
Johnson, Butte, first vice-president; Mrs. 0. L. Lundin, Great Falls,
second vice-president; Mrs. C. W. Gross, Laurel, third vice-president;
Mrs, T. J. Murphy, Great Falls, secretary; Mrs, E. L. Freeman, Missoula,
pres,, District I; Mrs. D. L. McDonald, Bozeman, pres., District II;
Mrs. V. A. Brader, Havre, pres., District III; Mrs. J. B. Appenzellar,
Ballantine, pres., District IV; Mrs. Anna Manning Schultz, Glendive,
pres,., District VI; and Mr. 0. F. Ziebarth, treasurer,

1942.1943
Resignation of Mrs. Scott, state president, was accepted. Succeeded by
Mrs. Holsey Johnson.
Theme of District Conventions--'Parent-Teachers--A Community Priority."
Conventions at Glendive, Oct. 3, 1942; Lewistown, Oct. 5, 1942; Missoula,
Oct., 7, 1942; Bozeman, Oct. 9, 1942; Laurel, Oct. 10, 1942,
Mrs. Johnson suggested following yearly goals: Hot lunches for Montana
children, Nutrition Chairman, Identification tags for Montana children
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in case of disaster. Dr. Hershey suggested information requested from
Nat'l, Civilian Defense., Introduction cards for sons of PTA in service.
Mrs. E. L. Freeman, Missoula, president of District I, resigned from
position to accept duties of executive secretary.

19431944
Pre-Convention Board Meeting in Butte, September 28, 1943, Minutes of
June 17 board meeting approved. (No copy of June 17 board meeting found)
8th Biennial Convention, September 28, 29, 1943. Speakers: Mrs. William
Hastings, National president, PTA,-~'"The Family in the World at War";
Dr. Ernest Melby--"The School in a World at War'"; Mr. Linus Carleton--
#Legislation,”
185 delegates present; 25 state officers.
Music by Butte Mother Singers.,
Panel--"Planning Together for Youth." Mrs. R. H. Jesse, Mr. Kenneth
Toga (FBI), Miss Catherine Nutterville, Mr. Johnson, Supt, of Butte
Schools.,
New officers elected--Mrs. C. W. Gross, Helena, president; Mrs. T. J.
Murphy, Great Falls, lst vice-president; Mrs. D. J. Reed, Missoula,
2nd vice.president; Mrs. J. B. Appenzellar, Joliet, 3rd vice.president;
Mrs., Holsey Johnson, Butte, treasurer; Mrs, Marion Crawford, lLaurel,
secretary. District presidents--District I, Mrs. J. R. Plumley, Missoula;
1I, Mrs. Marshall Richards, Butte; III, Mrs. C. H. Perry, Great Falls;
IV, Mrs. Volley Hopper, Billings; V, Mrs. K. H. Harstad, Richey.
Note in Bulletin--"On account of rationing, please let Mrs. Bert Rodda,
1938 So. Arizona Street, Butte, know your reservations for the banquet,
luncheon and dinner as soon as possible ahead of convention dates, and
if possible by the 20th."

"Mrs. Richard H., Jesse Honored--Mrs. Jesse, past president of the
Montana Congress, was made a member of the Board of Managers of the
National Congress of Parents and Teachers at the Spring Board Meeting
in Chicago in May. Mrs. Jesse will serve as International Relations
Chairman, Our Congress feels deep pride in Mrs. Jesse's election and
extends sincere wishes for the success of her participation in the
national program,”

19441945
Mrs., C. W. Gross, pres., and Mrs, Olson, state safety chairman to attend
National Safety Council in Salt Lake City the last of April. Mrs., J.
Miller Smith attended National Board Meeting in Chicago, December, 1944,
Plans to hold convention in Missoula, October, 1945, if convention could
be held, Voting delegates nominated for National convention--First sixXe.
the Executive Board: the five district presidents: Mrs. Hewitt, Mrs.
Jones, Mrs, Rowand, Mr. Carleton, and Mrs. Keer. All 16 elected.
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April Board Meeting, Mrs, C. W. Gross, Helena, president.
MCPT favors distribution of war surplus supplies after the war for use
in schools in the various states.

. M. P. Moe endorsed for trip to Washington.
Legislative Committee under Mr. Harry A. Burke appointed.
April 27, 1944, Board Meeting.
District convention and place of meeting were chosen--I.-Kalispell, Mrs.
J._ R. Plumley, president; ll-~Helena, Mrs, Marshall Richards, president;
IIl.-~Havre, Mrs, C. H. Perry; IV-~-Worden,
Board Managers Meeting--November 9, 1944,
Mrs. Gross, president, decided to give units 2 years to reinstate.
PTA packet sent to each county Superintendent of Schools to distribute as
needed.
Mrs., Johnson stated she would purchase the first 1ife membership in
Montana, Fund use to be designated later. Plans to hold two-day board
meeting if no state convention held. Mrs. Haines of Billings
nominated to f£ill unexpired term of president of District IV.
Special Honor Certificate for selling one National subscription for every
10 members in State., Mrs. Frank Kerr, Magazine Chairman, said Montana is
only state so honored,
9th State Biennlal Convention in Missoula, Theme--"Education for a World
at Peace.”
Miss Agnhes Samuelson, Education Chairman National PTA, and Mrs. Richard
Jesse are National Committee Women at convention.
New officers: Mrs, Dallas J. Reed, Missoula, president; Mrs. T. J. Murphy,
Great Falls, lst vice~president; Mrs, J. S. Haines, Butte, 2nd vice-
president; Mrs. W. W. Jones, Havre, 3rd vice-.president; Mrs. Marion
Crawford, lLaurel, secretary; Mrs. Holsey C. Johnson, Miles City, treasurer.
District Presidents: I«-Mrs, J. R. Plumley, Missoula; II-=Mrs. Marshall
Richards, Butte; III--Mrs. J. J. Toy, Great Falls; IV-==Mrs. Fred Penwell,
Billings; V--Mrs. H. K. Harstad, Glendive.
Convention Speakers: Miss Samuelson, "Responsibility of a Community for
Building a Better Peace," "How can PTA Serve Better in the Community?";
Mr, Earl Fellbaum, "Can we Educate for Peace during the Atomic Age?'";
Dr. James A. McCain, "Bducation for a World at Peace.,' Miss Samuelson,
"The Place of the PTA in the New Education,"
Mrs, Reed attended National Parent-Teacher Workshop in Iowa City, Iowa, in
July.
Moved, seconded, and carried that a member of State School Boards Associa-
tion become a member of State PTA Board, Moved and carried the County
Superintendent Association be granted membership. New bylaws to be
printed and distributed,
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1945-1946

Spring Board meeting Saturday, April 13, 1946, in Helens. Mrs., Dallas
J. Reed, president, presiding. Motion carried to print 500 copies of
bylaws and standing rules. Approximate cost of $38.00 taken from "Supplies'
under Budget. Committee of three appointed to set up standing rules for
the Montana. Congress of Parents and Teachers, Committee is as follows:
Mrs., Kerr, chairman; Mrs. Hewitt; Mrs. Scammon; Mrs, J. Miller Smith in
advisory capacity. Permanent committee is to be set up to be advisory
board for state legislation to act as steering committee with MEA and
School Boards Assocliation, with president serving with committes,
Mr. Burke appointed chairman and Mrs, J. M. Smith.
District Conventions follow: Mrs, J. R. Plumley, (1), Belton; Mrs. J.
J. Toy, (3), Great Falls; Mrs. Richards, (2), Butte; Mrs, W. S, Hartley
for Mrs, Penwell, (4), Billings: Mrs. Harris Olson for Mrs. K. H. Harstad,
(5), Glendive. Mrs. Mary Harstad, Glendive, resigning as president of (5).
Mrs. Roy Richey, Richey, successor. District Conventions theme: '"Laying
Firm Foundations,"
Mrs. Hartley suggested five scholarships, one each for units of Montana
Greater University. President to set up committee,
Mrs. Olson's report on Safety Driver Training courses in high school has
backing of State Highway Patrol. Units asked to appoint safety chairman.
First PTA workshop at MSU, July 18, 19, 1946. 142 units represented.
Speakers were Mr, Linus Carleton, Mr, C. R. Anderson, Dean Maucher, Miss
Mildred Wharton, Extension specialist NCPT.

, 19461947
Mrs. Reed, president; Founders' Day gift.-$372.43; Membership--15,254;
Units--148; New Units--.2l; Reinstated--3; Total--172.
District Conventions--I, Belton, Mrs. J. R. Plumley, pres.; II, Butte,
Mrs, Marshall Richards; III, Great Falls, Mrs., J. J. Toy; IV, Billings,
Mrs. W, S, Hartley; V, Glendive, Mrs. K. H. Harstad resigned. Mrs,
Harris Olson named in her place. Theme of Conventions-="laying Firm
Foundations,”
Workshops to be held in MSU, MSC, and Eastern. Miss Norton of National
Congress to help conduct the workshops.
MEA has collected material on the Indian problem. Mrs. Reed given per-
mission to use said material and to work to remedy conditions.
"Being fully aware of the acute school situation in Montana the Board of
Managers of the Montana Congress of Parents and Teachers do here resolve
the hearty endorsement and support of any improvement in the salary
schedule asked by the MEA, Administrators' Association and the respective
school boards," o
Board voted to subscribe to National Parent-Teacher in our State College
and University Libraries.
Wheatland County added to District IV,
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1947-1948

Mrs. Reed, president; District Convention theme--'"Working Together,"
I, Hamilton, Oct. 3, 1947, Mrs. J. R. Plumley; II, Bozeman, Sept. 29,
Mrs, Marshall Richards; III, Lewistown, Mrs. J. J. Toy: IV, Worden,
Sept. 25, Mrs. Fred Penwell; V., Wibaux, Mrs. H. E. Olson, Sept. 27.
Summer Leadership Workshops at MSU, MSC, Eastern,
Mrs. Luclille Leonard, National speaker at District Conventions.
Summer Round-Up; 65 units completed Rourd-Up.
$81.40 withdrawn from Western Montana Building and Loan to complete
Scholarship Fund to $500.
Five Scholarships awarded: MSU, Missoula; MSC, Bozeman; Northern
Montana Normal, Havre; Eastern Normal School, Billings; Montana State
Normal, Dillon. sic
Montana Citizen Committee organized with Mr. C. D. Haynes, Hamilton,
treasurer.
Counties paid in $6,723,79;: Quota: $16,782.08.
School situations still eritical. Mr. Harry Ross discussed Ft. Peck
situation, State PTA sent wires to senators and representatives in Con-
gress about needed legislation, State Board moved we continue to urge
units to accept government aid for hot lunch programs., Moved we support
National program of giving adequate Federal aid to Indian schocl children,
809 magazine subscriptions; 17,000 members; 14 new units,
District V to be divided into V and VI again. Mrs. Edwin Maier, Wolf
Point, named president of District VI.
Units urged to serd representative to Citizens' Committee. The following
is reprinted from Montana Parent-Teacher, February, 1948, pp. 3 and &4:

"Bducation in the United States is only as good as the poorest
school, Therefore it becomes a responsibility of the Federal Government
to assist the various states in providing a baslic program of education
for every child. Now be it resolved: that the Montana Congress of
Parents and Teachers lend its whole-hearted support to secure passage
of legislation to assist the states in providing a basic program of
education for svery child.

"Educational history in Montana was made on November 21, 1947,
when plans were laid for the formation of a State Citizens' Committee
on Education. . ., The lay public will have a chance to help in the
solution of problems that have arisen during the crisis in education.

"The Legislative Assembly during the last session, 1947, failed
to solve the school problems of Montana by the defeat of HB 124,
s« » o that was the result of the Governor's Commission on Education.
It is legend now that objections were primarily against *the siz3! of
the bill, and ironic that of the 99 pages of the behemoth bill unly
27 pages were new, No cbjections were made to the provisions of the
bill, evaryone granting that !transportation,' 'finance,' fcertifica-
tion,* 'district re-organization,! etc., were the immediate needs upon
which legislation was forthcoming.
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"The meeting on November 2ist was called by the Executive Council
of the MEA to which careful consideration was given to the selection of
representative citizens. The group* sic was given a tentative agenda
of educational problems as a started for their consideration., . .

"It was the consensus of the 30 educators and lay people attending
the meeting on November 2lst in Helena that the problem of school finance
was one of the major, if not THE MAJOR sic , issue. In conjunction, it
was felt that the property taxes were too high and that nontaxable sources
of revenue are needed, that an equalization measure of taxation between
local, county and state is necessary; and that the state must furnish a
greater share of the financial load in the future.

"It was further brought out clearly that the organizational side of
the picture is necessary to balance the financial., One of the purposes
of HB 124 was to eliminate the number of small districts--that fewer
districts, larger administrative and financial units, will do the job
more adequately.

"C. R. Anderson, research director of the MEA . . . brought out the
need of defining ’reorganization of districts' ard *consolidation of
schools,? The former means of combining of our many school districts,
some with very inadequate taxable valuations, in order to form a more
adeguate tax base, was unsatisfactory. The latter implies the closing of
schools which. . . we are not primarily concerned with, . . Under the pro-
posed changes, it would have remained the same, only that an amendment was
added which further protected the small school by saying that 'no school
could be closed without the consent of the people concerned ., . . °

"Chaffin again urged the organization of a citizens' committee and
Dr. George Selke, chancellor of the University, made a motion to the
group relative to the formation of such a committee. The motion was
carried that a State Citizens?! Committee on Education be formed.

"Much consideration was then given by the group to the following:
How will this committee be formed? By what basis will membership be
decided? Who will call the initial meeting? etc, Some thought a geo
graphical basis should be employed with representatives coming from those
geographical sections, others that there should be one representative
from each county, while a third suggested that the school census be used
for delegating representation,

"After much discussion, a motion was made that the Parent-Teacher
organization would be the most impartial and the most logical group to
call the initial meeting. As anyone can become a member of the Parent.
Teacher organization or attend any of its meetings, the group unanimously
endorsed the proposal that the PTA call this meeting. The following
four points proposed by various members of the group were approved:

#l, Recommended, that problems be studied by a Citizens' Committee
representing all state-wide organizations and all sections of the state.
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"2. Recommended, that there be appointed a Citizens' Committee On
Education to consider and prepare a legislative program pertaining to
educational problems to be presented to the 1949 legislature.

"3, Recommended, that the PTA take the responsibility of calling
public meetings in each county for the purpose of organizing the
County Citizens' Committee on Education,

"4, Recommended, that each County Committee select a member to.
serve on a State Citizens! Committee On Education to be called into
meeting by the President of the PTA.

"Mrs, Dallas J. Reed, state president of the Montana Congress of
Parents and Teachers, representing her organization at this meeting,
accepted this initial responsiblility, and all members of the group en-
dorsed their aid in every way possible in getting the State Citizens!
Committee On Education organized. (On December 3rd, Mrs, Reed sent a
letter of explanation to the Executive Board of the Montana Congress of
Parents and Teachers and asked for their approval to go ahead.)

"This is indeed, a historic milestone for education in Montana.
The formation of a Citizens'! Committee On Education is an opportunity
for every citizen,. regardless of race, creed, color or affiliation, to
participate., "The Schools Are Yours" can become a reality, for all of
the children of all of the people are the ones most affected. The Citizens'
Committee On Bducation can be what the name implies.-.citizens assembled
together for the educational welfare of all the children of Montana,
applying every effort of intelligence and cooperation that can be
mustered for the common good." [*Invited guests., P. 210)

1948.1949
10th State Convention, Billings, October 18, 1948; 190 delegates;
17,597 members; 22 Board members; Spesker--Dr., George Selke.
Mrs. Charles A. Snyder of Omaha, Nebraska, speaker at workshop.
New Officers: Mr, Harry M. Ross, Butte, president; Mrs. Frank Kerr,
Great Falls, lst vice-president: Mrs, E. R. Munger, Helena, 2nd vice-
president; Mrs. Marion Crawford, Laurel, 3rd Vice-president; Mrs. A.
R, Ferron, secretary; Mrs. W. W, Jones, Havre, treasurer.
Mrs. Reed made honorary vice-president.
State Board Meeting.
Workshops in Missoula, Bozeman, Dillon, Havre, and Billings.
Among resolutions passed at State Convention were these: That the need
for active recruitment of young people for the teaching profession be
encouraged with particular emphasis on the elementary. A single salary
scale based on training, on experience. A minimum salary of $2400 for
beginners with four years of training and a maximum of $6000, "That
this body recommends that teaching load be lightened to increase the
efficiency."” #5--"That all organizations interested in education present
a united front to the law making body and support the recommendations of
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the Citizens' Committee, . . . $#6-="That if necessary, the PTA would be
in favor of a sales tax which would exclude feod stuffs and medicine,™
It would like investigation into other sourses of reverme such as in-
creased income tax, ssverance tax, or others first, such tax to be
earmarked for education only,
Five scholarships awarded to Mr., Donald Demmons, Shelby, Mcntana, MSUs
Mr., Bayliss Cummins, Kallspell, Montana, MSC3; Miss Mary Baker, Whitehall,
Montana, State Normal, Dillon; Mr, Palmer Scott, De«lson, Montana, |
Northexrn College, Bavre; Miss Irma Iverson, Billings, Montana, Eastern’
Normal, Billings.
Undits urged to serd donations for saholarshipa and to support leglsla.
tion for hot lunch program, more Federal aid for eoducating Indian
entana Parent-Teacher--1162 subseripti
H [} SCripluicng,
", Hoys called on our Legislature cheirman, Mr, D. D. Cooper. He in
turn introduced Mr, C. R. Anderson, who werked in the last Legislature
during the entire segsion, Mr, Anderson stated that the PTA backed by
the Citizens'! Commitiee, were responsible for the mgjer achievements of
school legislation, teachear retirement, and certification bills that

Vere passed,
' 19491950
District Conventions.-Oect, 19, I, Missoulas Oc%t, 11, II, Helenag
Oct, 13, IIX, Havres Oct. 17, IV, Wyola; Ost. 15, V & VI, Wolf Peint,
Five $100 scha].arsh:lpa awarded,
Beginning of drive for funds for National Headquarters,

Mrs, Reed, in discussing the part the Citizens' Committee would
have in the future, stated it sould function only in the futnre when all
counties contributed thelr share toward its support,

Talk on Juvenile Protection—.-Mrs, Maggie Smith Hathaway,
Workshops at MSU, MSC, Eastern, and Dillon..Theme"Home life and Family
Relations,"
MCPT urged maldrg kindergartems part ef scheel budget,

o 1950-1951
Herry Ross, President., Distriet Conventlans—I, Polson, Oot, 93 II,
Butte, Oct, 193 III, Great Falis, Ost, 113 IV, laurel, Ost., 213 V,
Rickey, Oct, 163 VI, Glasgow, Oct. 14, Nationel SpeakerwuMrs, H. H.
Bargreaves,
20 new PTA's formed, Also new rural council in Rawvalli County,
Membership ovear 20,000,
Sumer workshops were held in 1950 at three of the state educational
institutioens, amd plzp.ns have been made to comduct them again in 1951,
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Five scholarships of $100 each granted to students at the state
schools of education who show exceptional promise of becoming good
teachers,

The Board of Managers met at Butte in April to study items of
business for presentation to the delegates at the state convention.
Committees were sppointed (1) to recommend bylaws revisions, (2) to
formulate legislation policy.

Mrs. Reed reported the findings of the White House Conference which she

attended.

Theme--'"How can various groups make for a Happier, Healthier, Better.

adjusted Adultt" {sic]

Mrs. Jones sent report of National Building fund--$540.41,

Mrs. Kerr reports $326.15 in the Scholarship fund.

Mrs. Nelson moved we take the money necessary to bring the fund to $500

from the general fund until the amount is accumulated. Carried.

State convention dates were set for Oct. 19.20th.

Mrs. Blake and Mrs, Crawford reported on workshop at Oregon State.
1951-1952

Mrs. Crampton is available for workshops in Montana next year, before

December. She would like two days at each designated place. She will

also give instruction to new officers at conventions.,

Mrs, Kerr reported on the Scholarship fund; this year it is $555.65,

She said the prevailing method of handling the fund is very discouraging

to the Chairman and wishes the State treasurer be asked to send a

quarterly statement with list of Units and amount of contribution,

Spring Board Meeting--Helena, March 28.29, 1952,

District Conventions--I, 2-day, Kalispell; I1I, 2-day, Townsend; III, 2-

day, Lewistown; IV, Billings (Lockwood Flats); V, l-day, Glendive; VI,

National requested we have a Civil Defense Chairman; Mrs. Charles Lay of

Helena has been appointed. Attended meeting coordinating city, county,

ard state officers., Plan word of mouth publicity to acquaint people

with program. Cascade County prepared for emergency. Montana only state

represented with Canada., First aid, nursing courses, fire prevention

information necessary. Preparatory kits available.

State convention, Great Falls, Oct. 18, 1951; 15 Board Members and 166

Delegates opened the convention,

Mrs. Hargreaves, National vice-pres., spoke on "The Citizen Child, His

Needs in a Free World,"

New state officers--Mrs, Marion Crawford, lLaurel, president; Mrs. E. R.

Murnger, Helena, lst vice-president; Mrs., Cecil Thomas, Great Falls,

2nd vice-president; Mrs. Willis Thurow, Glendive, 3rd vice-president;

Mrs, Marshall Richards, Butte, secretary; Mrs. Morris Blake, Kalispell,

treasurer. Mrs, Hargreaves installed the officers.
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Five $100 scholarships awarded--Anita Mosby, Butte, Western Montana College

of Bducation, Dillon; Robert J. McRae, Jordan, MSU; Jackie Lou Pettyjohn,

MSC; Vernon H. Akins, Lame Deer, Eastern Montana College of Education.
1952-1953

The Board of Managers met in Helena, April 10.11, 1953, Mrs, Marion

Crawford, state president, presiding.

Mrs, Crawford attended "Home and School Association" meeting in Canada.,

District presidents requested to appcint district chairman to correspond

with state chairman,

Resolution to be presented at state convention recommending '"Each of the

six districts be sub.divided in such a manner, depending on population

and geographic possibilities to facilitate the business of the locale."

Seconded and carried.

Mrs. Bertelson reported on parent education. Radio program, ten in series.

Mrs, Paul Whitney opened course. Tape recording of one program,

Mrs, Micka, Workshop Chairman, reported Missoula preparing for 3-day

workshop, Theme--"Parent Education.” Billings plans workshop later

in summer. Investigate possibility of securing Mrs. Whitney as guest speaker.

Committee named to investigate possibility of hiring paid person for

secretary, treasurer, and editor: Mr., Oliver Peterson, Mrs. E. R.

Munger, Mrs, A. L. Armstrong.

48 high schools, 2450 students have Driver's Training., Billings, Glen-

dive, Butte~bicycle protection program, Dawson County purchased Audio.

meter sponsored by the Kiwanis Club.

Bducation condition critical., 350,000 teachers lost in 1953.

Coming referendums at Boulder and Great Falls (State schools) part of

campaign.

Scholarships well received. Mrs. Kerr: "Scholarships should be permanent

in budget, not volunteer."

National Headquarters--Montana contributed $195.13.

Mrs, Micka, workshops; June 18.20, Missoula. Each workshop conducted in

said locale, Catherine Reed, Oregon State College, guest speaker,

144 attendance last year. Aim-_reach state level people. Nominating

Committee: Mr. Oliver Peterson, Dist., 4; Mrs. Holsey Johnson; 2, Mrs. A.

L. Armstrong, 1; Mrs., C. J. Ihler, 3; Mrs. Henry Boyd, 6; Mrs. Harris

Olson, 5.

1953.1954
Pre-Convention Board Meeting. Mrs. Marion F. Crawford, state president.
Montana Bulletin costs $874.65. Cost of publication is $1,151.97.
Montana-—1,109 subscriptions, 250 Bulletins mailed out of state.
Mrs. Armstrong, chairman of committee to investigate office consolida-
tion, said National recommends to not pool offices. Keep bulletin
separate and offices as they are,
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Mrs., Munger suggested return to three-year term and no second term.-
same as National. Motion to consider change and take to convention
moved, seconded, and carried.
$704.25 in scholarship fund, $784.06 in bank., Decided to keep scholar-
ship fund voluntary. Recipients were--Nina Miller, Alder, Eastern;
Dorls Mae Combs, Nashua, Northern; Donna Wirdel, Butte, Western; John
Britton, Big Fork, MSU; DelLoris Siverts, MSC.
$340.48 in National Headquarters fund,
State Parent-Teacher Convention, Oct. 8210, 1953, Helena.
Mrs. Nordfors, National Speaker, Theme--"Better Homes, Better Schools,
and Better Communities.™
Mrs. Micka showed "Gold Bricks" being sold for 25¢ to increase National
Building fund donation which is $922. Names of purchasers pasted on
"brick wall™ and sent to National.
New state officers-.-Mrs, Marion F., Crawford, Laurel, president; Mrs. E. R.
Munger, Helena, lst vice-president; Mrs, Willis Thurow, Glendive, 2nd
vice-president; Mrs. Morris Blake, Kalispell, 3rd vice-president; Mrs.
Thomas Micka, Hamilton, treasurer; Mrs. Marshall Richards, Butte, secretary.
Motion to increase scholarship to $125 or $130, depending on registration
fee of institution, seconded and carried.
Founders' Day gift--$782.57. $391.23 kept in Montana,
District presidents reports:
District l--Mrs., Wehr., 2 New Units, 1 re-organized, assisted with
building program, had safety programs, working to strengthen study
groups, films shown,
District 2--Mrs. Ilvedson (report filed) 2 New Units; programs
included safety, mental health, buildings, audio-visual aids, driver
training, water supplies, and better motion pictures, hot lunch and
community recreation., Submits Bozeman's invitation for District
Convention,
District 3--Mrs. Waldrip. &4 New Units; supported state scholarship
fund, recreation programs, panel discussion of report cards, took
active interest in extracurricular needs, improved school grounds,
and helped clean school building. Programs included mental health,
safety, films from film library.
District 4--Mrs., Ross Crow. No report,
District 5--Mrs. Charles Miller. No report.
District 6--Mrs, Irving Hoye. Mrs. Hoye represented by Mr, Gene
McCracken, secretary, District 6, 3 New Units, Delegates to work-
shop in Missoula. Local workshops, 11 units attending. Brockway
celebrated 25th anniversary. Summer Round-Up program.
Mrs, Kerr—-Scholarship Chairman, Scholarships in 5th year. To date--
$1,304.31, 1,500 Bulletins sent out,
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Mr, Granner-.Safety chairman--reported 52 schools offer driver training;
100 schools offer classroom instruction only. Highway Patrol--testing
device for training drivers--contact Bodley Vacura, Helena., Need for
more stringent drivers'! laws arnd responsibility laws. Home injury high.
More deaths from accidents than from communicable diseases.,
District Conventions recommended..District 1, Hot Springs; District 2,
Bozeman; District 3, Havre; District 4, Billings; District 5, Broadus;
District 6, Bainville,
PTA Bords~.-Mrs. Micka reported "F" Bonds reached maturity, no longer
drawing interest. Instructions to buy "E" Bornds with the $1,000 in
motion by Mrs. Munger. Seconded and carried,
Mrs. Riley moved to increase the scholarship to $150, as tuitions have
increased., Motion carried,
Mrs., Jourdennals, Workshop chairman, said date tentatively set June 2l
22, Miss Marian Benee to be principal speaker.
National Headquarters fund reported about $370.

195421955
Mrs, Crawford attended Administrators conference and Inland Empire
Bducational meet,
District Presidents' reports:

District l--Mrs. Wehr, 2 new Units, Telegrams to Leglslators,
Programs included panel discusslons on driver training, health
measures, Worked on mill levy; program for slow children.

District 2-.Mrs, Riley., 2 new Units, Pre-school Rourd-.Up, eye tests,

rivers'training, several hot lunch programs; sponsored school
accident insurance, parent education; worked on bond issue,
attended workshop; had mixer dances,

District 3--Mrs., Garrison, 2 new Units, Had school children finger-

printed; had Civil Defense program, first aid classes, parent
education program,

District 4..Mrs. Veach. No report.
District 5.-Mrs, Shields, Survey for hot lunch; worked on school bond

ssue; had inoculation program., Central unit has been divided
and a new council is being planned.

District 6--Mrs., Hoye. 2 new Units, Bducation for T. B. program;

active legislation programj; convention and workshop in District;
varied health program.

Mrs., Munger reported on her trip to National to attend workshop on leader-
ship training.

Life membership purchased for President, Mrs, Crawford; also life member-
ship for incoming president.

State convention to be held first week in November in Butte.

Scholarship increased by $25, making amount $175 per student.

Board voted to endorse Mrs. Crawford for a regional presidency or a
national chairmanship.
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1955-1956

Mrs. Marion F, Crawford, state president, presided at Board of Managers
meeting.
Mrs. Lonie Shields, pres., of District 5, submitted her resignation.
District presidents report:

District l.-Mrs., Wehr. 1 New Unit. Planning district workshops in

two sectlions of her district,

District 2--Mrs. Riley. 1 New Unit.

District 3--Mrs, Garrison. 2 New Units. Held district workshop

meeting and discussion group.

District 4u..Mrs. Veach, 3 New Units.

Districtlg -(Group reporting for Mrs. Shields,)

District 6--Mrs. Hoye. 1 New Unit. District workshop of 26 units;

20 represented were new presidents.
The Board of Managers of the Montana Congress of Parents and Teachers
recommends that Mrs. Crawford be commended for her leadership in the
growth and scope of activity and prestige of PTA during her administra-
tion; with a special citation for her work in the area of Public relations
and securing a representation and recognition of PTA on the State and
National level by organizations interested and active in the fields of
education and child welfare.
State Parent-Teacher Convention, November 10-12, 1955, Butte.
Mrs. Marion Crawford, state president, presiding,
Mrs., Rollin Brown, National president of PTA, major speaker, Mrs. Brown
told us we are not the self.sufficient nation we have chosen to believe;
1/3 of our materials are imported. Must learn to conserve human power
and help people the way they want to be helped use the freedom we have.
Should be more religion discussed to acquaint children with the "Greatest
piece of Literature the world has ever known.,"
State convention, Butte; 197 delegates; 23 Board members; 44 guests;
26l total.
New state officers--Mrs. Clara Munger, Helena, president; Mrs. W. G.
Nelson, Butte, 1lst vice-president; Mrs. Irving Hoye, Froid, 2nd vice-
president; Mrs. Guy Mayberry, Havre, 3rd vice-president; Mrs., Willis
Thurow, Anaconda, treasurer; Mrs., B. Bertelson, Billings, secretary.
Mrs. Marshall Richards presented lLife Membership award to Mrs, Clara
Munger,
Five scholarships given in State to student in 2nd year level and in
Missoula and Bozeman 3rd year level., Amount for each student $175 out-
right gift., Units urged to send money to State Treasurer, Mrs, Willis
Thurow, 208 E. 3rd, Anaconda, Scholarship fund--$746.11.
Montana Congress of Parents and Teachers Spring Board Meeting. Mrs.
Clara Munger, president,
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Mrs. R. H. Dightman reported on forms sent to PTA units for Roundup.
Medical forms to 114 units for total of 5,750 persons,
Scholarships increased to $220 per year.
At 1956 Summer Workshop, 43 cities represented, 76 units, 15 Board
menmbers, 196 registered,

1956.1957

Chairmen to submit years plan of work to president following Spring
Board Meeting so they may be approved by Executive Committee before put
into action.,
State Workshop to be June 23-25, Missoula., Mildred Nelson to be Board
representative on coordination and planning.
Contributions of $25 or more by unit to State Scholarship Fund may be
given in for a Life Member,
Family Living Conference to be held June 27-July 3 at MSC, Bozeman,
Theme-~-"Making the Most of Human Relations."” Dr, and Mrs. Osborne,
Columbia University to be leaders.
Following items are needed for PTA History: any picture, bulletins from
1929 to 1941, more information on the formation of districts,
District conventions theme~-"PTA Challenge,! Conventions must be held
between Oct. 21 and Nov, 2,
District I--Mrs. William Wehr. Convention--.Stevensville.,
District II.-Mrs. John Riley. Convention.-Townsend.
District III--Mrs. Russell Garrison. Convention--Conrad.,
District IV--Mrs. S. R, Veatch, Convention--Worden.
District V--Mrs, John Scott. ,

: 1957-1958
Possibilities of establishing a State Central Headquarters to be recom.
mended at State Convention in Havre., Committee feels function of
Montana Congress would be improved by establishment of the office, and
units and districts ready for such action.
Five $25 contributions for scholarships received from units, entitling
them to name a Life Member,
District l--Mrs. Rusk--County leaders being used, 66 units with 76
schools not organized.
District 2--Dr, W. E. Booth is wvisiting units.
District 3--Dave Rice--69 units with membership of 9400, 10% increase.
3 new units,
District 4-.Mrs. Ralph Brown--New unit in Red Lodge with 47 members,
District 5--Mrs., John Scott--One new unit--Jefferson School, Glendive.
District 6--Mrs, Clifford Thomsen-~26 units in District with 2 new ones.
State convention, Havre, Northern Montana College, Oct. 6-8 or 9-11.
Bulletin has 1436 paid subseriptions and 150 complimentary. Have com-
piled some binders of all issues to sell at State Convention., Mrs. Gilbert,
early state president, to be invited to attend state convention in Havre
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as guest and presented with a Life Membership,
Mildred Nelson named delegate and Helen Bertelson alternate to National
- Convention, May 18.21 in Omaha,

State bylaws approved by National Congress bylaws committee after a few
suggested minor changes had been made,
Growing interest of fathers in PTA activities shown--in 1957.58, 444 of
the unit presidents and half the council presidents were men. Mrs. Leon 8.
Price, national chairman of Committee on Publicity, added much to each
meeting of district conventions.
State President, Mrs., Munger, attended national conferences of the
Division of County and Rural Area Superintendents and the National Educa-
tion Association Department of Rural Education, both held in Denver, and
the conference of the Inland Empire Education Association in Spokane,
Washington.

1958-1959
State Convention, Havre, October,
New state officers: Mrs., W, G. Nelson, Butte, president; Mrs. Irving
Hoye, Froid, lst vice-president; Mrs. Elva Garrison, Great Falls, 2nd
vice-president; Mr. W, E. Booth, Bozeman, 3rd vice-president; Mrs, Willis
Thurow, Anaconda, secretary; Mr., Stuart M, Hall, Laurel, treasurer.
Montana PTA Life Members: Past state presidents, Mrs. Holsey Johnson,
Butte; Mrs., J. H. Gilbert, Dillon; Mrs., Luedke, Lewistown; and Mrs. John
Milanovich, Washington School, Butte; Mrs. Arthur Hoem, Whittier School,
Butte; Mr. Carl Jacobson, Elrod School, Kalispell; Mrs. Goodwin Bergh,
Froid; Mrs, Ralph Brown, Broadview; Mr, Kermit Konzen, Garfield School,
Billings; Mr. H. Kleis Larsen, Franklin School, Missoula; Mrs. L. R.
Jourdonnais, Paxson School, Missoula; Dr. Linus J. Carleton, State PTA
Board Member; Miss Edith Olson, Devlin School, Havre; Miss Mildred Wood,
Lincoln.McKinley School, Havre; Mrs, Howard Brown, Paxson School,
Missoula, Eligible units for Life Memberships; Jefferson, Missoula;
Grand Ave., Billings; Bainville,
District Conventions: l--Bonner, 2--Twin Bridges, 3--Fort Benton, 4
Ryezate, 5-=Fallon, 6==Nashua,

1959-1960
Dr. Booth and Mrs. Berg representatives at Family Life Conference in
Bozeman, June 22-26,
Mildred Nelson to be given a Life Membership and all succeeding presi-
dents be given theirs at installation.
A PTA Scholarship to be granted to degree students preparing to teach
in elementary or secondary schools to be awarded for the junior or senlor
year,

Membership--.27,102, 58 units not reported. Money received for 23 Life
Memberships°
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Six district conventions early in school year gave leadership training and

preparation for a year of active work., District 1, Bonner, divided into

District 1 and 1A so no local unit would be further than 60 miles from

an officer, District 1A comprises units in Lincoln, Flathead, Sanders,

and Lake Counties. Mrs. Spencer Rider, Kalispell, president. Distriect

2, Twin Bridges, Mr. Logan Hazen, Livingston, president., Those attending

voted to demand better TV programs and to Join the fight to eliminate

pornographic literature from the mail.

District 3, Fort Benton, Mrs. Ken Obrecht, Cascade, president. District

4, Ryegate, 65 members attended. Mrs. A. E. Lenhardt, president. Dis-

trict 5, Fallon, Mrs. Richard Thompson, Fallon, president. Distriet 6,

Nashua, Mrs. Doris Maag, Glasgow, president. Mrs. Nelson, state

president, attended all six conventions.

Five scholarships of $220 each awarded to deserving students at the five

units of the University system having teacher-training departments.

New units organized--8 and 11 reinstated. Units in state--292,

Total membership--33,402, Contributions to Scholarship Fund--$2,648.95.

Founders' Day Collection--$1,067.67. Subscriptions to Bulletin--1429.
1960-1961

Pre-Convention Board Meeting, Billings, June 8. Mrs, W, G. Nelson,

president, presiding.

Mrs. Nelson to attend a meeting on the 1960 White House Conference on

June 9 in the House Chambers, Helena., Committee on Children and Youth

to be appointed to start working on projects.

State convention, June 8 and 9, 1961, Billings.

Mrs. Nelson introduced Mrs. C, Meredith Springer, National representative,

who was the parliamentarian for the convention,

New state officers: Mrs, Irving Hoye, Froid, president; Dr. Thomas

Moriarty, Billings, lst vice=president; Mrs. John Milanovich, Butte,

2nd vice-president; Mrs. Lloyd Berg, Bozeman, 3rd vice-president;

Mrs. James Mansfield, Jr.,, secretary; Mrs. Lee Restad, Billings, treasurer.

Main business at state convention, Billings, June 8, 9, 10, concerned

efforts to revise State PTA bylaws, Further study needed, so 1958

constitution still in effect,

State membership~-32,151; 270 units,

Formation of Glendive PTA Council.

District conferences as follows: District 1, Kalispell, Oct. 14, Mrs.

Spencer Rider, president; Missoula, Oct, 12, Mrs. William Strothman,

president, District 1A; District 2, Three Forks, Oct. 8, Mr. Norman

Nelson, president; District 3, Great Falls, Oct. 10, Mrs. Bertha Obrecht,

president; District 4, Laurel, Oct. 5, Mrs. A, E. Lenhardt, president;

District 5, Glendive, Oct. 3, Mrs. Myra Thompson, president; District 6,

Culbertson, Mrs. Doris Maag, president.

Two or more schools of instruction at each of seven districts.

State PTA scholarships raised to $300 each,
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1961..1962
Because delegates at 1961l convention had voted for complete revision of
state bylaws, two sets of revised bylaws submitted to local organizations.
First revision voted down on ballot by mail. Decision on second revision
deferred until 1964 by 1962 state convention,
State Congress helped organize Montana Allied Council for Bducation with
Montana Blucation Association, Montana Association of School Administra-
tors, Montana School Boards Association and the PTA holding memberships.
Also participating as nonvoting members--.Montana Association of County
Superintendents of Schools, State Superintendent of Public Instruction,
and a representative of Greater University System.
Formation of PTA Councils in Anaconda and Livingston; 15 councils in
state now,
Membership, 34,175. 301 units.
Five scholarships of $300 awarded,
State Board members represented state PTA as follows: Harold Mogen,
school education chairman, and president, Mrs. Hoye, on Allied Council
for Education; Mr., Mogen, the Teacher Supply Committee for the State
Department of Instruction; Mrs., Rachelle Mansfield, third vice-president
(representing the board), the national convention in Portland; Stuart
Hall, safety chairman, the Governor's Conference on Safety; Mrs, W, C.
Gallagher, Civil defense chairman, the Governor's Conference on Civil
Defense; Dr, Moriarty, the Governor's Foundation Program Study committee;
Mrs., Obrecht ard Mrs. J. P. Mansfield, Jr., third vice.president and
c¢itizenship chairman, the Montana Commission on Teacher Education and
Professional Standards (TEPS); Mrs. W. G. Nelson, immediate past presi-
dent, and Mrs, Louis Hagener, health chairman, the Montana Health Planning
Association and the narcotics and alcoholism committees for the Montana
State Board of Health; and Gladys Holmes, M.D., mental health chairman,
the Montana Mental Hygiene Association,
16 delegates at National Convention in Portland, Oregon.
Three State honorary life memberships given to Miss Harriet Miller, State
Superintendent of Public Instruction; Mrs., Kay Burrell, health consult-
ant for State Board of Health; and Harry F. Mikelson, president of
Montana Education Association.

1962.1963
Study of Foundation program to be revised. Upgraded programs in State.
Increased concern with safety, driver training, school finances, high
school drop-outs, mental health, and juvenile delinguency.
Notice in Bulletin, Feb.,, 1963, p. 6. "Hereafter, please omit the
periods whenever the letters PTA are used, As new publications are
prepared will you please be especially careful to see that this change
is made. The decision to drop the period was made after the 1962-63
Parent-Teacher Manual was published.,"
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Mr. Harry Mickelson elected at January meeting of the Board of Managers
to fill the unexpired term of Mr. Tom Moriarty who moved to Rhode Island.
Fall meetings of district conferences were held as follows: District 1,
Oct. 18, Missoula, Mrs. James R. Evans, pres.; District 1A, Nov, 17,
Kalispell, Mrs. W. E. Wheeler, pres.; District 2, Oct. 27, Livingston,
Ken Proffit, pres.; District 3, Great Falls, Mrs. J. H., Baker, pres.;
District 4, Nov. 10, Roundup, Mrs. Bill Carr, pres.; District 5, Oct. 13,

Richey, Mrs. Albert Irion, pres.; District 6, Oct. 20, Medicine Lake,
Mrs. Howard Jacobsen, Froid,

All districts voted on district bylaws except District 1,
Under new district bylaws, each district is entitled to elect a president,
three vice-presidents, and a treasurer, with the secretary to be appointed
by the president. Five PTA scholarships presented. Membership, 32,303.
301 units.

1963-1964
District conferences--Mrs. W. K. Osborn, regional vice.president, speaker.
District 1, Oct., 17, Missoula; District 1A, Oct, 15, Kalispell; District
2, Oct. 19, Anaconda; District 3, Oct. 21, Lewlstown--held 3 schools of
instruction in Nashua. Present National theme--"New Adventures in PTA
Leadership and Responsibility."
Revised bylaws adopted at state convention in Helena, April 8-10.
Theme: "The PTA--A Parent-Teacher Investment for Every Child."
245 delegates at state convention with 107 units and 5 councils represented.
Mrs. Fred Bull, National Legislative chairman, convention guest and
keynote speaker,
New officers are Mr, W, E., Booth, Bozeman, president; Mrs. J. P.
Mansfield, Geyser, lst vice.president: Mr. D. P. Langbell, Kalispell,
2nd vice-president; Mrs. Lee Restad, Billings, 3rd vice-president;

Mrs. A. E. Lenhardt, Billings, secretary; Mrs. D. Nyquist, Butte,
treasurer.,
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PROGRAM!--FIRST STATE CONVENTION
OF MONTANA CONGRESS OF PARENTS AND TEACHERS

FIRST SESSION

High School Orchestra

Greetings--Lieutenant Governor McDowell; George F. Downer, Superinten-
dent of Schools, Mrs, John A. Smith, Chairman of the Organi-
zation Committee of Montana

Response-.Mrs. Milton P. Higgins, Worcester, Massachusetts, Vice-

president of the National Congress of Mothers and Parent.
Teacher Association

Vocal Solo--Mrs, Frances Harte--Parks

Address--"Guarding and Guiding the Children of the Nation"-.Mrs.
Frederick Schoff, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, President | gié]
of the National Congress of Mothers and Parent.Teacher

Association, Director Home Education Division, United States
Bureau of Education.

Reception at Silver Bow Club
(Program of musical numbers listed in newspaper omitted here)

SECOND SESSION

Saturday Morning, 9:30, Conference of
Parents and Teachers
Chorus--Children of Emerson School
Round Table~-~"The School's Need of the Parent," opened by Mrs, Orville
T. Bright, Chicago, Vice-president |gic! National Congress of
Mothers and Parent-Teacher Association, and Miss Jennie Rebecca
Faddis, Butte, Assistant Superintendent of Schools
Discussion
"Educational Functions of Parent.Teacher Associatlions".-.opened by
Superintendent Downer, Butte

1The Butte Miner, May 8, 1915.
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Automobile ride, complimentary to visitors.
11:00 o'clock--Sight-seeing tour, courtesy of J. E. Wharton
Luncheon-~Gamer's

THIRD SESSION
High School Auditorium, 2:30

2:30--Folk Dancing=~Children of Grant School

Round Table--Topic, "Promotion of Child Welfare and Home Education”;
Methods that promote efficiency, working counsellors, how to
appoint guides and inspire them

Reports from Mothers' Circles and Parent-Teacher
Associations in Montana

Roll Call of Delegates and others interested

Election of officers of Montana Branch

Organization of Montana Branch National Congress of Mothers and
Parent-Teacher Association

FOURTH SESSION - 8:00

Vocal Solo--Miss Abbie Casey

Topic=-+Helping the Home to Do Its Best Work"

Saviug the Babies: "The Kindergarten Philosophy Aids Parents in Child
Nurture®-Miss Bessie Locke, New York, Director Kindergarten Division,
U.S. Bureau of Education

"Forming Habits of Thrift and Industry'", Mrs. Milton P. Higgins,
Worcester, Massachusetts, Vice-president of National Congress of
Mothers and Parent-Teacher Associations

fuual Solo--Miss Teresa Trucano .

isewing Seeds of World Peace"--Edwin B, Craighead, Missoula, President
oi University of Montana
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MOTHERS OF GREAT FALLS INTERESTED IN COMING
SESSIONS OF STATE PARENT-TEACHER BODY

(Great Falls Tribune, May 3, 1916, p. 7)

The Montana branch of the National Congress of Mothers and Parent.
Teacher Association will hold the state meeting in Helena Friday and
Saturday of this week. Nearly every school in Great Falls will have a
representative at the meeting and there will be several others attending.

Mrs, C. A. Wilson is the first vice-president of the state
assoclation, and it was largely through her persistent efforts that the
parent-teacher associations [ sic ] in Great Falls have become such help-
ful factors in their communities.

Organizations have been effected in all of the schools but the
Emerson, and that school was completed so recently that it has no par-
ent-teacher organization yet.

The program for the Helena meeting will be: Opening, Friday
evening, city auditorium, 8 o'clock; music; invocation, Rev., F., J. Mc-
Namee, of Helena; welcome to delegates by Governor S. V. Stewart; re-
sponse, Mrs. T. C. Brockway, state president; music; address, Prof. [sic!
F. H. Daughters, state university [ sicl ; reception,

Saturday a.m. 9:30, meeting at high school; business session
and reports; music; address "Thrift and the School Savings Bank,"
Ralph Kauffman, Helena; general discussion; music; address, "What the
Pprent.Teacher Association Can Do for the Children and Youth of Montana,"
State Superinterdent H., A. Davee; luncheon together with toasts ard
music; toastmaster, Superinterdent John Dietrlch.,

Third Session, 2:30 p.m. Muslic; address, "Couniry Life
Interests,” Superintendent C, W. Temney; discussion led by Miss May
Flannigan, superintendent of Choteau County; general dlscussion,

Round Table led by Mrs. A. W. Richter of Bozeman, general topic, [sic]
"Some Vital Interests in Modern Child Life;" sub-topics: "Moving
Pictures,"” Mrs., Brandigee of Helena; "Playgrounds," Miss McDonald of
Butte; "Children'!s Reading," Miss Ruth King of Butte; general
discussion,

On Friday afternoon there will be automobile sightseeing trips,
and at 5 p.m, an executive meeting of state officers and committees
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will be held at the city auditorium,

Mrs. C. A. Wilson, as the first vice-president, will probably
atterd; Mrs, I. N. Walker, who was active in the organization of the
city schools also expects to go over for the meeting, and the dele-
gates from the different schools are: Washington School..Mrs. L. M.
McAllister; Frarnklin School-.Mrs. P. Anglard and Mrs. D, F. Rombaugh;
Hawthorne School-.-Mrs, Milo Krejei; Lowell School--Mrs. W. W. Collins;
Lincoln School--Mrs. G. A. Wiswell., Miss Ann Houliston will probably
represent the high school association.

The associations have been working in Great Falls for over a
year, A committee of women from the Woman's [sic] Club organized
the different bodies, and since then, in nearly every case there is
an active organization doing splerdid work., Mrs. A. M. Hart, Mrs.
C. A. Wilson, Mrs, Louls Wessell, Mrs. M, L. Morris, Mrs, I. N.
Walker, ard Mrs, D, N, Wilson were the members of the committee that
effected the organizations,

PARENT-TEACHER MOVEMENT GAINS NEW IMPETUS FROM BIG GATHERING AT HELENA
(Great Falls Tribune, May 7, 1916, p. 3)

A new impetus was given the parent.teacher movement in
Montana when 175 delegates from all parts of Montana met here today,
discussed the movement in all its phases and outlined plans to carry
the movement forward and increase 1ts sphere of usefulness in the
state, Public playgrounds, municipal skating rinks, medical inspect-
ion in the schools and a score of other projects have been success-
fully launched in Montana citles by the organization.

Mrs, T. C. Brockway of Butte was elected president of the
Montana branch; Mrs. C. H. Bowman of Butte, vice.president; Mrs, L.
M. McAllister, of Great Falls, Ls_}_g] auditor, and Miss McDonough,
of Butte, sic historian. )

Following a business session this morning, a luncheon in
honor of the visitors was held at the Grandon. Superintendent John
Dietrich, of Helena, presided, and response to toasts were made by
Mrs. Brockway, of Butte, state president; Mrs. E. C. Day, of Helena,
on the subject, "The School Board's Share in the Parent-Teacher
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Movement;" Mrs, H. B. Farnsworth, of Missoula, on the subject, "Parent-
Teacher's Stardpoint;" Mrs, H. R. Cunningham, of Helena, on the subject,
"Dad's Share in the Parent-Teacher Movement;" Mrs. L. M. McAllister, of
Great Falls, on the subject, "Supervision of Social Life in High Schools,¥
A. J. Roberts, of Helena, on the subject, "Practical Side of the Parent.
Teacher Movement," and Miss J, R. Fadelis, of Butte, on the subject,
"Nature Clubs for Psrents and Teachers."

The convention was brought to a close this afternoon with an
interesting session, featured by musical selections by Miss Pearl
Gothner and Mrs., Gorham Raberts, arnd by addresses by €. W. Tenney, state
rural school inspector; May Flannigan, county superintendent at Fort
Benton, and a round table discussion led by Mrs. A. W. Richter of
Bozeman.

The remainder of the article merely repeats what was listed
in the May 3 issue of the Great Falls Tribune for the scheduled progran,

STATE CONVENTION OF MOTHERS AND PARENT-TEACHERS { sic] ASSOCIATIONS
COMES HERE IN 1917
(Great Falls Tribune, May 7, 1916, p. 3%)

: Great Falls delegates to the annual convention of the Montana
branch of the National Congress of Mothers and the Parent.Teacher
Agsociation returned to the eity last evening delighted with their
visit to the capital city and the entertaimnment afforded them, both
in the program and the royal welccme by the Helena people. "They
treated us just like we were queens,' declared Mrs. C. A. Wilson,
who is a vice~president of the state assoclation. "And what is more
delightful, everybody helped us get the annual meeting of the state

lsince minutes of the convention have either been lost or
have not been identified, to date, these newspaper accounts are the
only records fourd of the early conventions.

“Microfilm copies of the Greast Falls Tribune may be found in

the State Historical Library, Helena, the Universily Library, Missouls,
and the Tribune offices in Great Falls.
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for 1917 for Great Falls. It probably will be held next
April."

The state convention accepted the invitation extended jointly
by the Great Falls central body of the Parent-teacher asso-
ciation and the commercial club.

(The rest of the article listed the same delegates given
in the May 3, 1916, issue.)

TEACHERS TO MEET IN BUTTE MONDAY
(Great Falls Tribune, November 2L, 1917, p. 5)

e o oOriginally the convention was scheduled to be held in
Helena, but because of an epidemic of scarlet fever in the
capital city, the state board of health advised its
transference to Butte.

e « «The Parent-Teacher association will meet Monday after-
noon, presided over by Mrs. E. G. Farnsworth of Missoula.
The general subject of discussion will be "The Possibilities
of a Parent-Teacher Association From the Viewpoint of a
County Superintendent," Miss Mabel Linstadt, superintendent
in Missoula county; "A Principal," Principal L. E. Sargent,
Missoula; "A Teacher in a Small Town and a Parent,” Mrs, H.
L. Sherlock, Helena,
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DIVISION OF CHILD WELFARE
Report for October, November, and December, 1919
(State of Montana Bulletin of the Department of Health, Vol.
12, No, 1, January, 1920, p. 23)

An effort has been made to interest parents and the schools in
health work and having school children given a physical examination.
To this end Health Programs have been arranged and carried out in
several communities.

At Westmore, Fallon county, every child in School Distriet No.
57 was weighed, measured and examined by a doctor hired for that
purpose by the school trustees. A Health Program was given by the
pupils, at which the County Superintendent of Schools presided. Every
family in the district except one attended this meeting. Time was
taken to give children needing it special instruction in correct
posture. Talks were also given to the parents, emphasizing the need
of having the defects remedied and upon diet for school children.

A similar program was repeated at Plevna, Fallon county, all
school children being weighed, measured and examined.

At Lewistown, one hundred twenty-five children in one Sunday
school were examined by Doctors Deal and Porter, as well as being weighed
and measured. Sunday afternoon was given over to meeting the parents.

A three months' Health Campaign was arranged for this school.

Denton also gave two days to weighing, measuring and examining
their school children,

General Health Talks were given at each of the above places,
Five District Teachers' Meetings were atterded and four meetings
of Parent-Teachers' Associations and the work of the Department put

before them.

Three District Meetings of Federated Women's Clubs were also
attended and the work of the Department explained at these meetings.
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Infantile Paralysis Clinics have been held at Great Falls,
Bozeman, Miles City, Ismay, Chinook, Helena and Malta, Beside the
infantile parslysis cases, several spastics have been seen and about
ten children with functional scolioslis examined and exercises given.

2948 bulletins on Child Welfare have been sent out, as well as

10,000 birth registration appeals. The Health Slides have been kept
in constant circulation; as well as the Health Posters,

A Child Welfare Film sent from the Children's Bureau at Washing-
ton was in use in the State for four weeks,

Sixteen talks were given.

Several other Health Conferences were planned but owing to the

severe weather it was thought best to postpone them until a little
later.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



APPENDIX F

PROGRAM
30th Annual Meeting 1
Montana State Teachers' Association

Helena
November 24, 25, 26, 1919

Under. the heading
Section Programs

Parent-Teacher Association

Council and Business Meeting of the Montana Branch of the National
Congress of Mothers and Parent.Teacher Association
MRS, H. B. FARNSWORTH, Chairman, Missoula
First Session
Monday, November 24th -~ 2:00 P.M,

Music
Roll Call of Delegates
Message from President of National Organization -~ Mrs. Frederick Schoff
Appointment of Special Committees
Reports of State Officers
Reports of Standing Committees
Discussion

Second Session

Tuesday, November 25th -- 11:00 A.M,

Reports of Standing Committees and Discussion Continued
Consideration of Measures for Betterment of Methods and Work
Suggestions by County Superintendents and Other Educators
Discussion

Third Session

Wednesday, November 26th -~ 2:00 P.M,

Reports of Special Committees
Election of Officers

1the Inter-Mountain Bducator, Vol. 15, No. 3, November, 1919,

p. 104,
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Fourth Session
Thursday, November 27th -- 9:00 A.M.
Unfinished Business
Short Talks on different phases of Child Welfare work being carried on
in the State
Discussion
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BOZEMAN DAILY CHRONICLE -—- Tuesday, June 13, 1922

The Montana Parent-Teachers' [ sic] Association will hold a meeting
Wednesday, June 14 at 9:30 o'clock in Room 22 of the Emerson Building.
Election of Officers; reports; plans for the year's work; Mrs. Edward
Ces Elliott, president.

BOZEMAN DATLY CHRONICLE -- Thursday, June 15, 1922

PARENT-TEACHER SECTION ELECTS

Mrs. Quincy Scott Elected
President to Succeed Mrs.
Edward Elliott, Who Is Leav-
ing the State

The Montana Parent-Teacher Association held its annual meet-
ing yesterday morning in Room 22 of the Emerson Building, with a good
number of delegates and interested persons in attendance. The follow-
ing officers were elected for the ensuing year:

President: Mrs. Quincy Scott, Lewistown.
Vice-~President: Mrs., Christianson, Great Falls.
Secretary: Mrs. T. L. Pittman, Lewistown.
Treasurer: Mrs, Ruth Clary, Pony

It was voted at this meeting to organize the state into county
units, each under the direct charge of a county president, who would be
responsible for the organizing of her territory, both in the towns and
rural districts. A state meeting will be held in Helena on Monday of
Thanksgiving Week, just before the State Teachers' Association Conven-
tion, at which it is expected that every Parent-Teacher Circle in
Montana will be represented by at least one delegate.

Mrs. Quincy Scott, the incoming president who succeeds Mrs.
Edward C. Elliott of Helena, has been interested in educational matters
and Parent-Teacher work for a number of years. She was for some time a
teacher of interior decoration in the Missoula County High School and
last year was acting dean of women in the State University at Missoula.
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President, Mrs. Quincy Scott, Lewistown
Vice~President, Miss Clara C. Christianson, Great Falls
Secretary, Mrs. Te L. Pittman, Lewistown
Treasurer, Mrs. Ruth Clary, Pony

Montana State Branch
NATIONAL CONGRESS OF MOTHERS AND PARENT-TEACHER
ASSOCIATIONS

Lewistown, Montana
PRESIDENT'S ANNUAL REPORT FOR THE YEAR 1922-23

To the officers and delegates of the Montana State Parent-Teacher
Association in Convention assembled, your president begs to submit the
following report:

At the last annual meeting of the Association, in Bozeman on June 14,
1922, the present staff of officers was elected. The task that con-
fronted us at that time seemed almost impossible of accomplishment. It
is by no means finished: we have just begun, but we feel that we have
gone a little way further on the road toward what we all hope to see - a
strong, flourishing Parent-Teacher Association in every school district
in the state.

Most of you are aware that the past fifteen months has been a criti-
cal period in the life of our organization. The membership was dwind-
ling, many circles had dropped out. But there was a nucleus, a splendid
nucleus of loyal and tireless workers whose efforts have never flagged,
and whose fine support and cooperation have made possible the real
results we feel have been achieved this year. From a membership of 505
in June, 1922, we now number over one thousand paid-up members, and
judging by the lively interest now being manifested in the Association
all through the State, I believe we may safely estimate that another
twelve months will see the membership reach 2500.

The number of affiliated circles - which means the number that paid
dues, both state and national - will be increased, we feel sure by the
addition of a good many circles which have been recently formed and will
affiliate this fall.
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It would not be practicable in the space of a brief report to give a
detailed list of the activities carried on by the president's office
during the year. Much of it was routine, and included the mailing out of
literature, drafting and issuing a program outline for use in the
circles, sending and answering telegrams and otherwise keeping the ma-
chine running in a smooth, well-ordered way.

However, there were one or two really important things accomplished
which should have place in an annual report,

The plan of County Unit organization was introduced for the first
time in Montana. The following counties were organized on this basis
under county chairmen: Lewis & Clark; Fergus, Judith Basin, Cascade,
Pondera, Big Horn, Teton, Madison and Roosevelt., Other counties will
adopt this plan as workers are found to take over the chairmanship. The
county chairmen are exmected to take charge of the extension work in
their territory, give assistance to new circies wishing to organize,
awaken interest in towns and districts where the Association is not known,
and aid by counsel in solving the problems of the local circles. As soon
as a county contains five active circles, a County Council may be formed
which may hold regular meetings either annually, semi-annually or quar-
terly, with delegates from the component units. The County Council elects
its own county chairman and other officers and functions under a __asti-
tution, very similar to the local.

Seven standing committees have been formed with chairmen who are
specially fitted for the individual work of their committees: Education
Chairman, Dr. F. O. Smith, State University; Better Films, Mrs. J. W.
Chivers, Helena; Recreation and Social Standards, Miss Velma Phillips,
Dean of Women, State Normal College; Physical Education, Mr. Edwin S,
Thomas, Helena; Children's Reading, Miss Elizabeth Powell, Librarian of
the Missoula County Library; Press, Mrs. B. F, Tanner, Winnett; and Leg-
islation, Mrs, Max Jacobs, Helena. There are several other commitiees
among the number maintained by the national organization whicn have not
yet been supplied with state chairmeny and it is hoped that your next
President may find workers able and willing to fill these important posts.

A distinct forward step was taken this year by the adoption of a
uniform constitution which has been accepted by most of the circles. It
is modelled on one suggested by the National organization, but is more
comprehensive than the one used previously by some circles, and covers
the most vital points. It has proved very workable, and it is asked
that all circles hasten to adopt it as soon as practicable in order that
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there may be complete uniformity of working rules throughout the state.
Copies for distribution are on the desk and may be had after this
meeting.

About 425 individual letters have been written by the president, in
addition to preparing the material for seven bulletins and running four
of them through the mimeograph. Three of the bulletins were issued by
the Lewistown Kiwanis Club as newsletters in their publication, The
Central Montana Builder, thus costing us nothing except postage --a
courtesy for which we are extremely grateful.

I have personally visited and given Parent-Teacher talks in seven
communities in Fergus and Judith Basin Counties, as a result of which
four new circles were formed. The scope of this work was limited only
by the amount of money available for a travel fund. There were calls
for visits from many other communities, which it was impossible to
accept because of lack of money. A small sum allowed the president for
extension work of this nature would do more to build up the organization
than any other one thing, and this is one reason for our asking an in-
crease of state dues at this time.

The building up of an organization is like the raising of a crop.
First comes the preparing of the soil, then the sowing of the seed, the
long period of waiting, and at last the fruition. The Montana Parent-
Teacher Association has during these last years been preparing the
ground and planting the seed. Under the soil these seeds have germi-
nated and are ready to send up shoots. Within a short time, given
favorable weather conditions with plenty of sunshine and our fields will
be golden with a bountiful harvest.

Many Montana farmers, when harvest-time approaches, face a shortage
of labor. We hope that this will not be true of the Parent-Teaciui.s
Association. We hope that even now the leaders who are needed to carry
on this important job are, like the crops, in process of growth
and that at the right hour they will be ready. Many of you here will be
among the group of harvesters. Will you not conscirusly and definitely
pledge yourselves to the cause of the little children of Montana who
look to us, their mothers and teachers, to see that their lives are
wholesome and happy?

It is not possible, and surely not necessary, in a meeting gathered

for such a purpose as this, for me to dwell on the real value of the
Parent-Teacher Association to the community and the state. And yet we
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find, not only in out~of-the-way districts but in some of the most pro-
gressive towns, the necessity of "selling" the Association to the
community., There is opposition on the part of a few school people, men
principally, who have no doubt had experience with an unwisely managed
Association in some other town. It is certainly our duty to make our
own circles absolutely above reproach in every way. We are known by
our fruits., Let our fruits;, then, be worth-while, constructive accom-
plishments for the children and the schools, rather than petty
criticism and personal gain. Let us strive to make the name of our
Association stand for just one thing in the minds of the people of
Montana - unselfish and ungrudging service,

(Signed) "Mrs. Quincy Scott"
President

(tentative) DOCKET FNR STATE CONVENTION
Sept. 28, 1923

8:45 Registration of Delegates

9:30 Call to order
Singing
Invocation by Rev. Laird W. Snell
9: 45 Reading of Minutes of previous meeting.

Report uf credentials committee,
Appointme. t of Resolutions Committee
No Rules Cormi .tee
Announcement of Constitution Committee, to report immediately
after president's address.
10:00 President's Address
Report of Constitution Committee
Adoption of constitution
Appointment of Nominating Committee if one
10:L45 Report of Secretary and Treasurer.
Reports of as many committee chairmen as possible.
11:00 Address--Mrs, Sara E. Morse--~"Prevention of Tuberculosis in
Childhood"
11: 30 Address--Miss May Trumper
12:00 Announcements, Social Conference, Mrs. Carberry, PTA pins,
Adjournment
12:15 Luncheon at Y. W. C. A.

1:45 Call to order

Additional report of credentials committee
Address--Dr. Hazel Bonness--'"Child Welfare Work in Montana"
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2:30 Address--Chancellor M. A. Brannon--"Opportunities and Responsi-
bilities in Education”
3:10 Reports of rest of committee chairmen, if any.
Report of resolutions committee
Election of officers
Choice of place for next convention
4:10 Amounce new board meeting, Adjournment
4:15 Children's Hour--Mrs. Morse

If there is any spare time, ask for brief reports by circle presidents.

Post convention board meeting. $5 toward Mrs. Higgins pin.
County organization. High School P.T.A.'s. Kindergarten.
Pre-School circles,

Committees to report: Children's Reading, Education, Better Films,

Physical Education, Press, Legislation, and Recreation and
Soclial Standards,
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CONSTITUTION AND BYLAWS

Montana State Branch of the National Congress of
Mothers and Parent-Teacher Associations.

ARTICLE I

Section 1, The object of this Association shall be to bring the
school and the home closer together, and thus work for the best good of
the children.

Section 2. Any organization having the same fundamental purpose and
willing to abide by the requirements of this constitution and to pay the
prescribed state and national dues shall be eligible to membership in
this association, whether under the same name or another,

ARTICLE II

Section 1. This organization shall be known as the Montana State Branch
of the National Congress of Mothers and Parent-Teacher Associations. It
shall be a member of the National Congress of Mothers and Parent-Teacher
Association and shall pay the annual dues required to retain said member-
ship.

Section 2. In order to hold membership in this Association, each local
Circle shall pay to the State Secretary annual dues of 15 cents per
member, Of this amount 10 cents shall be retained in the state treas-
ury as state dues, and 5 cents sent into the National Treasurer as
national dues.

ARTICLE III

Section 1., The officers of this organizatinn shall be a president, one
or more vice-presidents, a secretary, and a treasurer. In addition.
there shall be chairmen .ppointed by the president; one in each county
of the State, to act as County Chairmen.

Section 2. These officers shall be elected at each annual meeting for

a term of one year. Nominations shall be made by a nominating committee
appointed by the president, and where there is more than one nominee
voting shall be by ballot.
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ARTICLE IV

This Association shall hold an annual meeting in the first week in May
of each year, exact date and place to be decided upon by the Executive
Board.

ARTICLE V

This Constitution may be amended at any annual meeting by a majority
vote of all delegates present, provided, that notice of proposed
am2ndments be read during the opening session of the Convention and
voting deferred until the closing session.

BYLAWS
ARTICLE I

Section 1. The duties of the president shall be to preside at all
meetings of the organization and of the Executive Board; to appoint
chairmen of all standing and temporary committees, and to call meetings
of the Executive Board either at her own discretion or upon the written
request of two other members >f the Board.

Section 2., In the absence of the President it shall be the duty of the
Vice-President to preside aud tu assume the other functions of the office,

Section 3. The Secretary shall keep an accurate record of all meetings,
both of the Association ~nd uf the Executive Board. She shall handle all
correspondence under the idvice and direction of the President; shall
keep a copy of all letters written; shall receive and receipt for all
dues from local circles; and shall keep an accurate record of all

circles and their status with regard to dues., She shall turn over all
moneys received and collected to the Treasurer and shall render a
written report at the Annual Meeting.

Section L. The Treasurer shall receive from the Secretary and hold all
moneys, and pay out same on order signed by the President and becretary;
and she shall render a written report at the Annual Meeting.

ARTICLE II

Section 1, The control and direction of this organization shall be
vested in an Executive Board, composed of the following: President,
Vice-President, Secretary, and Treasurer. This Board shall have the
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power to make all necessary decisions with regard to the business of the
organization between the dates of the annual meetings.

Section 2. The Executive Board shall hold meetings immediately before
and after the annual convention.

ARTICLE IIX

Sectioin 1. There shall be _tanding committees corresponding to the
standing committees and departments of the national organization, and
such others as the Executive Board may find advisable,

Section 2. Each chairman of a standing committee shall make a report in
writing to the annual convention,

ARTICLE IV

Section 1. Seven circles repfesented at the annual convention shsll
constitute a quorum, _ ‘

Secvion 2. Three members present at a meeting of the Executive Board
shall constitute a quorum,

ARTICLE V

Section 1. Each circle shall be entitled to one delegate to the annual
convention for every twenty-five paid-up members or major fraction
thereof.

Section 2. The State President shall be ex-officio a delegate to the
National Convention, such part of her expenses to be borne by the¢ State
Treasury as its condition will permit.

ARTICIE V1

These bylaws may be amended ac any annual meeting by a majority vote of
all delegates piesent.
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CALL FOR CONVENTION

The State Convention of the Montana State Parent-Teacher Association
will be held in Helena, September 28, 1923,

This Convention is called for the following purposes: 1. To adopt

a State Constitution. 2. To elect officers. 3. To receive reports of
State officers and committee chairmen. L. To transact such other
business as the convention may vote to consider,

Representation. In the absence of a Constitution representation will be
upon the following basis--one delegate for every twenty-five members or

fraction thereof, one alternate for each delegate. Each delegate shall

be entitled to one vo.e.

Are you ready for the Convention? fJave your delegates been chosen, and
the money raised to pay their expenses? Remember--you will want to be
represented at this, the first real State Convention for some years.
There are to be some good speakers, including Chancellor Brannon of the
University and Miss May Trumper, Superintendent of Public Instruction.
The Helena circles are to be hostesses, and they are looking forward to
a large attendance. The social features will be a noonday luncheon and
a "Children's Hour" put on by Mrs. Morse of the State Tuberculosis
Association.

Please send in as soon as possible on the attached slip, either the name
of vour delegate or delegates or the number you propose to send, We must
know how many will be in attendance. The Convention was set during
State Fair Week in order to take advantage of the low railroaa rates.

Full information as to place and hour of meeting will be given in the

Helena papers the evening of the 27th and morning of 28th. Consult the
papers upon your arrival, for full program,
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MONTANA P ARENT-TEACHER ANNUAL CONVENTION
Helena, Montana

Central School Bldg. Apr, 25, 192}
«=PROGRAM=-
9:30 Invocation Rev, Snell
Music=-Violin Soleo Mrs. R. E, DeCamp
Vocal Solo Mrs, Geo. Langdorf
President's Address Mrs., Bartos
Secy's & Treas's Reports Mrs, McDonald
Talks
World Court Mrs. Bowman
Child Labor Law Mrs. Rigby
Address "P.T.A. Organization” Miss Frances Hays
Address Supt. John Dietrich
Address "Character Bullding" Dean Allan Lemon

Luncheon-~Baptist Church--50¢

B L T kS

1:30 Music ' Miss Keane
Talk Miss Hays
Reports of Delegates--Reports of Standing Committees
Business Meeting--Election of Officers

Health Play Hawthorne Pupils
Music Mrs. Goodman
Address "Sex Hygiene™ Dr. Newman

Drive to the Vocational School in the Valley

BB EHFEERPREEEREHEEEE

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



APPENDIX L

MONTANA PARENT-TEACHER ASSOCIATION.

"The Child of Today is Qur Citizen of Tomorrow." (The Inter-Mountain
Educator, January, 1924, Vol. 19, No. 5, pp. 174.175),

Officers of the Montana P.T.A.:

President--Mrs. Frank Bartos, 403 Madison Ave., Helena.
Vice-President..Mrs, Minnie Case, Missoula.

Vice-President--Mrs. J. S. Jackson, 26 First Ave.,, Great Falls.
Treasurer--Mrs, H., Woodward, Hobson.

Secretary-Treasurer--Mrs. J. S. MacDonald, 1719 Boulder Ave., Helena.

Montana has only about one hundred active affiliated circles at present,
but the prospect for new organizations is very bright for our New Year.

The national program asks for an immediate understanding of the child
library law, The president favors this; but this measure received no
applause from the congress listening to the message. This means great
pressure from us as parents and teachers if the measure is to be passed
at this session.

The Towner-Sterling bill, including the Fess=Capper bill..the president
is against federal aid for education such as these bills call for. He
also favors the department of education and welfare, rather than a single
department of education. In short, the president is not with the N.E.A.
and their educational bill, But let us, at least, demand that the bill
come out of our committee and be voted on so we can know its friends and
foes, This bill covers such a wide field that we must not be dis-
couraged if it means a long fight.

Many circles have written to our senators and congressmen in Washington
to express their opinions and asked for a letter in response. Every
school should take up this matter and ask our representatives in con-
gress to help,

Our county superintendents are being asked to assist all districts in
interesting the parents and teachers to form circles. Helpful material
is being given them at the convention at Dillon which is being held
early in January.

It is particularly fitting that January 17, the anniversary of the
birthday of Benjamin Franklin, the American apostle of thrift and one

of the greatest citizens produced by this nation, designated National
Thrift Day, should be observed by a program pointing the way to a greater
personal, communital, and national prosperity. It is more than fitting
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that such a program have the thoughtful attention of parent and teacher
because the basis for the child'’s economic success or failure has its
foundational beginnings in home and school,

Five very practical accomplishments of the P.T.A.:

1, Better mutual understanding between the parents and the
teacher.

2. Raising of the standards of home life through the education
of the parents in child study.,

3. Enlarging a teacher's knowledge of the child's home environ-
ment and of the parents' viewpoint.

4, Supplying pure milk to underfed children,

5. Caring for the health of children through medical inspection
and dental clinics.

Movie matinees for children have been one of the chief attainments in
outside activities by the Helena Council of P.T.A. under the direction of
Mrs. Jos. Chivers, who is also state chairman for better movies. Both
the managers of the Marlow and Antlers cooperate with the Parent-

Teacher circles enthusiastically. On December 22 over 1,000 children saw
"A Chapter in Her Life" at the Marlow and were wonderfully entertained by
Mrs. Eckhardt and Santa Claus.

Mr. Hartwig entertained the children on December 27 with "Michael
O'Halloran," and also presented sacks of candy and a button bearing the
words "BE Square,"

Your local unit is missing lots if you do not have The Child Welfare
Magazine, the official organ of the National Congress of Mothers and
Parent.Teacher Association, in your president’s home as well as in the
individual members?® homes, Newsl associations of 50 or more members will
receive it free for one year by -sending their dues to the state treasurer
and requesting the magazine.

Do you know that it pays to advertise anything and by wearing one of

the national pins you proclaim to all that you are proud of the P.T.A.
movement? The emblem chosen is an oak tree, designed unusually attrac-
tive., The main trunk of the tree signifying the national organization,
arnd the main branches the local associations and the leaves the indivi-
dual members, These pins may be received from the national office, 1201
Sixteenth St. N.W. Washington, D.C.Z

lIs it possible this was meant to mean '"new associations"?

2The National moved to Chicago in 1939.
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BULLETIN OF THE MONTANA PARENT-TEACHER ASSOCIATION
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Editor-Mrs. 0. H. Graham, 109 5th
Ave. So., Lewistown, Montana
NATIONAL CONGRESS OF PARENTS AND
TEACHERS
President-Mrs. A, H. Reeves, Ambler,
Pennsylvania
Secretary-Mrs, E. E. Kiernan, Somer-
set, Pennsylvania

Treasurer-Mrs. B. I. Elliot, 966 East

Salmon St,, Portland, Oregon
Executive Secretary-Mrs, Arthur C,
Watkins, National Headquarters,
1201 Sixteenth Street Northwest,

Washington D.C.

MONTANA STATE BRANCH HEADQUARTERS
JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL, LEWISTOWN
Officers
President-Mrs. A, W. Luedke, 1006 W,
Spring St., Lewistown, Montana

First Vice-President~-Mrs., W, S. Jack-

sca, 818 Sth Ave. No,, Great Falls

Second Vice-President-Mrs. J. H. Gil-

bert, Dillon, Montana
Se.setary-Mrs. G. H, Bottcher, 118
W, Water Street, Lewistown

Treasurer~Mrs, Wm, Fitzsimmons, Warm

oprings, Montana
State Chairmen

Literature-Mrs. R, C. Egbert, 932 W.
Spring, Lewistown

Child Welfare Magazine-Mrs. L. C.
Bardwell, 818 W. Pine, Lewistown
Program Service-Supt. C. G. Manning,
Box 127, Lewistown
Press and Publicity-Mrs. Thayer,

102 S. Rodney St., Helena

It's a comfort to me in life's
battle

When the conflict seems going all
wrong

When I seem to lose every ambition

And the current of life grows too
strong,

To think that the dusk ends the
warfare,

That the worry is done for the
night,

And the little chap there at the
window

Believes that his daddy's all right,

In the heat of the day and the
hurry

I'm prompted so often tc pause,

While my mind strays away from the
striving,.

Away from the noise and applause:

The cheers may be meant for some
others

Perhaps I have lost in the fight;

But the little chap waits at the
window,

Believing his dad's all right.

I can smile at the downfalls and
failure,

T can smile at the trials and pain;

I can feel that, in spite of the
errors,

The struggle has not been in vain,

If fortune will only retain me

That comfort and solace at night

- Louis E, Thayer

e o o o
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Illiteracy-Supt. M. C, Dietrich, Ad-
ministration Building, Billings
Juvenile Protection-Mrs, R, L,

Shaffer, 811 W. Corcoran Street,
Lewistown
Health-Dr. Hazell Dell Bonness,

State Board of Health, Helena
Social Hygiene~Dr. John F. Neumann,

Helena
Children's Reading-Mrs. Helen Re-

gan, Broadway Apts., Lewistown
School Education-Miss Marv Ecke

stein, Polson
Child Welfare Day-Mrs, M. D, Olver,

Hanover
Home sducation-Mrs. J. P, Wilhelm,

912 W, Spring St., Lewistown

THE PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

There are few organizations in
whicnh men and women work together
with a common interest. The Parent-
Teacher Association is one of these.
Let me go still further and say,
"The Montana Parent-=Teacher Associa-
tion is a splendid example of such
an organization.,"

Our boys and girls in this great
state cai lay claim to real fathers
as well as mothers.

It is easy to attend pregrams
someone else has worked to prepare.
It is another matter to take time
from the busy cares of the day or
an hour from an evening's well
earned rest to plan and help with
the routine of the work of an or-
ganization such as ours.

Complete confidence in its aims
and purposes must inspire such a
willingness to help.

We are proud of the names of busy
men appearing on our state commit-
tees, and just as proud of those
on the questionnaires of the local
organizations., They appear as pres-

-2

idents, secretaries and chairmen,
and our office has yet to appeal
to one without receiving a prompt
and helpful reply.

Co-operation is a great factor in
success, We have it in our work.
That is why we are able to report
such a very small percentage of
delinquent associations. In our
mind, it is better to have 100
healthy enthusiastiec circles than
to have double that number of
weak uninterested ones., The en-
thusiasm is sure to spread to ad-
Joining communities and our
growth is assured.

- Mrs, A, W. Luedke
State President
A TRIBUTE TO DABS
clipped from
The Missouri State Bulletin

Our editor has dedicated the Jan-
uary number of our Bulletin to
"The Dads of Missouri." Whether
you are in membership with our
great National Congress of Parents
and Teachers or not, we pay tri-
bute to you, no matter from what
section of our state you may come
or in what capacity vou may serve
mankind we honor you--and through
the pages of this Bulletin we are
giving you a number of selected
gems, which we have been gather-
ing here and there to just tell
our "Missouri Dads'" and maybe too
those "dads" out of Missouri, our
real ideas and appreciation of
them.,

The new year is before us, and
we want to make an effort thruout
our state to interest our "dads"
in this great national movement,
for a wiser, better trained parent-
hood. We want you to understand
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the real purpose of our organization.
We feel that it is a business pro-
position, that should attract and hold
the interest of every man, Our appeal
is directly through the child and there
is something mighty wrong with a "dad"
when you cannot touch that something
inside of him when you talk to him
about "his" child.,

This is a day when we hear much of the
psychology of things. It is a day when
we are, if we are keeping abreast with
the times, making a scientific study of
everything. The farmer who has his
soil analyzed, and studies the scienti-
fic method of farming, grows not only a

larger production to the acre, but grows

a better quality of production. The
business man, no matter in what line of
business he may be engaged, has learned
that there are certain rules, and prin-
ciples that must be obeyed, and above

the community. No community can
rise above its homes., That
parenthood is a profession se-
cond to none in all the world,
for this profession are the
makers of destiny. Every pro-
fession in all of life must
pass through the hands of some
kind of parenthood. When you
think of it do you wonder that
with our lack of training and
thought along this line that
there are as many human ship-
wrecks as there are? Not many
parents are going to be thinking
as they read this, well I'm
raising my own child properly
and if I do that I have fulfilled
my responsibilities, but that
is not true,

God commanded Moses to write on
tablets of stone the laws which

all to be successful in any capacity now have been handed down through

days, one must scientifically and psycho-the ages.

They are splendid

logically study the thing itself and the laws, four of them deal with

relation and bearing of other things
upon it,

The same principal is true of parent-
hood. It is only of recent years, how-

ever, that the world has come to realize

that the human race can be made and is
being made, and that the conditions and

our responsibility to our fellow-
men. Even that seemingly was
not sufficient for God sent his
son to live the law of service
to others, that we might under-
stand that we owed our very
lives to our fellowmen.

environment that surround the child life, Each generation has certain

affects it just as soil, sunshine, rain,
etc., effects growing crops. Little
children are especially affected by
noises and confusion.

to a great degree a little child's life,
and it never fully recovers from its
effect, and is often the reason for a
child being unable to do good work in
school., We believe in this great work
of ours-~that the home is the greatest
institution in the world, for it makes

Unpleasant scenes
and misunderstandings in the home, wreck

obligations to fulfill, to make
its contribution to progress,
but each generation has a great-
er responsibility to its child-
hood and youth. America with
its vast acreage, its minerals
and oils, its wonderful system
of railroads, its factories and
foundries, is not making the
proper expenditures upon its
educational systems.

The American people are spend-
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ing more on the housing and punishment STATE CONVENTION PROGRAM
of crime than they are spending on {Subject to change)
their combined government, schools FIFTH ANNUAL CONVENTION

and churches., Is this not a condi- Montana Branch
tion for the parenthood of our nation National Congress of Parents and

to consider? Our parent-teacher Teachers
associations are a corrective society Central School Auditorium
only in the sense of correcting Helena, Montana
causes. We believe it is the respon- Thursday and Friday May 12-13, 1927
sibility of the home, and by that I PROGRAM
mean both father and mother assuming Wednesday, May 11th
the responsibility together. And we Evgﬁfﬁgﬁgéssion -
also believe that every home is 8:00 PM - Meeting of Board of
directly or indirectly hurt by condi- Managers = Placer Hotel
tions in a community, therefore it is Thursday, May 12th
the responsibility of every home in Morning Session =
every community to unite in finding 9:00 AM -~ Registration
out why this enormous crime bill, as 10:00 AM - Mrs. A. W, Luedke,
compared with other expenditures, State President, Presiding
Good business and prosperity depend on Invocation
good citizenship and right living, Music = Boys' Quartette
and every well-wishing American should Address of Welcome - Supt.
consider this as their individual John Dietrich
business., I should like to write on Response - Mrs, J. H. Gilbert,
and on about this subject so near and Second Vice-President
dear to my heart, but space prevents 10:30 AM -~ Business Session
my doing so, but Missouri dads, we Appointment of Committees
need you in this job. May we not Report of Credential
count on you? Committee
In closing may I give you one of Report of Constitution
Lord Bacon's sayings: Committee
"The joys.of parents are secreti, Reports of State Officers
and so are their griefs and fears; Reports of State Chairmen
they cannot utter the one or they 12:00 Noon - Luncheon
will not utter the other, Thursday Afternoon - May 12th
"Children sweeten labors; but they 2:00 PM - Community Singing
make misfortunes more bitter; they 2:10 PM - Solved and Unsolved
increase the cares of life, but Problems of our Local Asso-
they mitigate the remembrance of ciations - Six Delegates
death," 2:45 PM - School of Instruction -
The new year is before us, let us Miss Frances Hays (National
be up and doing, the needs are great Field Secretary)
in our state and in every community." 3:30 PM - Open Forum Conducted
~ Mary M. Masters by Miss Frances Hays
State President 1:15 PM - Address - Waste
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from Retardation of School Child-
ren - Miss May Trumper - State
Superintendent of Public Instruc-
tion
Thursday Evening - May 12th
~8:00 PM - Music - Selected - Girls
Glee Club
B8:15 PM - Address - The Parents!’
Part in Education
Rev., R. P, Smith
Piano Duet - Selected by Frances
Middlemas and Helen McClatchey
Address -« Miss Frances Hays
Friday Morning - May 13th
9:00 AM - Invocation
Community Singing ~ National Song
Sheet
9:25 AM - Reports of Local Associa-
tions (Time Limit 3 minutes)
Second Reading of Constitution
Report of Resolutions Committee
Report of Nominating Committee
New Business
12:00 Noon - Luncheon

Friday Afternoon - May 13th
2:00 PM - Music - Selected - Boys
Glee Club
2:15 PM - Solved and Unsolved Pro-
blems of our Local Associations =-
Six Delegates
2:445 PM - School of Instruction
Miss Frances Hays
3:30 PM - Open Forum - Miss Frances
Hays
1:15 PM - Address - The Motion Pic-
ture - Mrs, Joseph Chivers, Helena

Friday Evening -~ May 13th
6:30 PM - Banquet - Placer Hotel
Toastmistress - Mrs. Norman Wine-
stine
Toasts - Mrs. J. Scott
Mrs. I, W, Choate
Dr. Bonness

Address - Mrs., A. M. Brannon
Music in charge of Miss Pauline
Keane, Supervisor of Music,
Helena Schools

A Tribute to Dad

Mom is a cameo--dad is an uncut
diamond. Mom's heart is on her
sleeve--she fairly exudes tender
emotions and a halo of love sur-
rounds her saintly face. But
dad! he's the mainstay of the
family rigging--the anchor to the
good ship "Home"-=less effuse,
less temperamental, less spon-
taneous~=covering a tender heart
and disguising tearful eyes with
a thin veneer of sternness, re-
serve and doubtful family author-
ity.
Who toils day after day, year
after year, that his loved ones
may have shelter, food and com-
fort? Who trudges on when time
and sorrow bear heavily down?
Who sees beyond his span of life
and sacrifices present needs to
insure against the future for his
own? Who comes the last in all
considerations of the family bud-
get? Who never fails in times
of storm and stress? Who is and
always has been our best friend
on earth? Why, dad=-God bless
his dear old loving heart, and
make him realize that we have
his measure and can read him
like an open book.

--The Keystone Press

SONS AND DADS

Boys go where you go, not where
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you tell them to go. That's why the
devil is so everlastingly busy.

Many a boy is half an orphan because
Dad has become a "joinr" and any
worthwhile thing cannot be done by
halves.

A boy is like an iceberg, only a
little of him shows: the real bYoy is
out of sight waiting for some explor-
ere

Every boy needs plenty of Do's.
Don't's are the frost that nip many
a promising crop in the bud. A little
real companionship is worth a library
of exhortations to most boys. There
may be sermons in stones; that's likely
why boys insist on throwing them at
every passing cat.

Sermons that hike and play ball and
go fishing and eat three meals a day
are the sort most boys most enjoy.

The things boys need most must be
caught, as measles and chicken poxe.
The sort of goodness that counts is
invariably contagious. The inocula-
tion is a he-man.

One Dad was too busy to give his boy
any time, so the boy gave his Dad a
"time" instead. Queer, isn't it?

A Dad is an admirable party to be a
parent, but it can't be done by proxy,
no matter how thick the check book.

- Selected
FOLLOWING HIS FOOTSTEPS

"A father and his tiny son
Crossed a rough street one stormy

day.

"See, papa' cried the little one,

"I stepped in your steps all the

way.™"

"Ah, random childish hands that deal
Quick thrusts no coat of proof could

stay

It touched him with the touch of

steele- .

"I stepped in your steps all the
way!"

"If this man shirks his manhood's
due,

And heeds what lying voices say,

It is not one that falls but two-

"I stepped in your steps all the
way."

"But they who thrust off greed
and fear,

Who love and watch, who toil and

bray--
How their hearts carol when they
hear:
"I stepped in your steps all the
way."
ONLY A DAD

Only a dad;-ﬁfﬁ;?rigfed face

Coming home from the daily race,

Bringing a little of gold or fame

To show how well he has played
the game,

But glad in his heart, that his
own rejoice

To see him come and to hear his
voice.

Only a dad, neither rich nor
proud

Merely one of the surging crowd,

Toiling, striving from day to
day,

Facing what ever may come his way.

Silent, whenever the harsh con-
demn

And bearing it all for the love
of them.

Only a dad, but he gives his all

To smooth the day for his child-
ren small;

Doing with courage, stern and
grim,
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The deeds that his father did

for him,
This is the time that for him I
pen,
"Only a day, but the best of men."
NEWS

Rapelje was the Tirst Association
having the honor of sending for a
questionnaire to report newly elected
officers.

Comanche is a new Association coming
in with 16 members.

At the State Convention you will find
a table for information on all new and
up-to-date P.T.A. Literature.

Did you know that there are fifty-
seven men holding offices in Parent-
Teacher Associations in Montana? And
these associations are live and
thriving. Surely the mother has kept
up the relationship between the school
and home too long alone, and it speaks
well not only for the home and school
life of the children when fathers step
in and take their share of responbili-
ty, but for the community life as a
whole,

PROGRAMS

The Parent-Teacher Associations are
nearing the end of the year. The pro-
grams have very largely been given
over to a study of the child. This
has been very beneficial for the rea-
son that manv of us have come to see
our children and the child in general
in a new light. We are finding in
this child many new sides. We begin
to see many reasons for his actions.
We understand that nearly every child
is a problem child at some time in
some way. That he has a hidden inner
life untouched by the light of day but
all important in the foundation of

life habits. We begin to see that
the environment which is but a
modifier of fixed habits and ten-
dencies for the adult becomes a
character builder for the child.
Perhaps we have begun to realize
that the old authoritarianism is
breaking or has broken down.

That in place of external author-
ity we are now face to face with
the real problem of replacing it
with an internal authority vast-
ly more important and powerful.
The beginning of the race between
education and catastrophe.

This pregram calls for an educa-
tional procedure and organization
unknown to the past., At present
we are not meeting the new de-
mand, not in a position to meet
it, We have too large a hang-
over in our school system of
many antiquated ideas and tech-
nique. This is true from the
university down thru the kinder-
garten., We must focus the atten-
tion of our people who are will-
ing to study and think upon our
schools.

As a suggestion let us center
our programs for 1927-28 around
the subject, "Know Your Schools."
Montana needs a scientific
survey of her educational condi-
tions and needs. Such a survey
was recommended by the "Citizens
Conference on Education” and a
bill was passed by the legisla-
ture providing for such a survey.
The governor placed his veto on
the measure. The survey is needed
but we can do much by centering
our 1927-28 program on the school
needs, - Supt, C. G. Manning

Program Service
Chairman
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"SUCCESS DEPENDS ON THE MAN"

There are two kinds of men in the
world, those who sail and those who
drift. The men who sail, in due time,
arrive; those who drift often cover
great distances, but they never make
port.

No man becomes great by accident.

A man gets what he pays for, in char-
acter, work, and in energy. The only
road to advancement is to do your
work so well that you are always
ahead of the demands of your position.
Keep ahead of your work and your work
will push your fortunes for you.

Most men have just so much space
available in their mental storeroom
for carrying a stock of thoughts and
ideas. It is possible to make our
minds beautiful bazaars, filled with
noble ambitions, delightful friend-
ships, useful information and profit-
able interests, which will attract
the class of patronage we desire, or
make of them unholy junk shops, clut-
tered up with resentment, suspicion,
jealousy, malice and hatred. The ad-
mired, the popular, the successful
man is he who stocks his mind with
happy, constructive, profitable
thoughts, he is the sunshiny man, the
hightide fellow, the cooperative man
with the long string pull, the fellow
who stands shoulder to shoulder and
battles for best business=--on the
other hand, oh divorce us from the
hard-luck harper, the despondent dub
that blights and blasts everything.

If you waht to succeed put yourself
into your work, and it matters little
what that work is so long as you
love it--a little research will show
that all men we call '"successful" or

"lucky" have spent much time ham-
mering and chiseling ugly fail-
ures into shining models of
success. Our eyes only see their
finished product--not the hope-
less junk with which they started.
O, men be glad you are a human
being with a soul that lives and
thinks and acts, that plans and
works., Be glad you can help
others,
I OWE A DEBT TO MY CHILDREN
Having brought them into the
world, their father and I owe it
to them to furnish them a happy
free life of physical health,
cheerful industry, intellectual
growth and moral dignity and
sanity. To pay my part of this
debt I have at my command a cer-
tain amount of money, physical
strength, intellectual vigor,
nervous energy and spiritual
force, If I am to keep my honor
untarnished, I must as every
honest debtor does, use my re-
sources first of all, to keep up
the payments of my debt.
-« Dorothy Canfield Fisher
JUST DAD
Dad, just ddd: What love
breathes around that name wrought
by love itself! Throughout the
year more lavish gifts than days
of June, he finds happiness in
bestowing happiness, Not only
does he give comforts and materi-
al protection, but by his strength
of spirit, by his sympathy and
sincerity, by his experience
wrested from the years, by his
joyous and youthful heart trium-
phing over grief and strife, his
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example is itself a teacher of life's
greater values.
- Rena Albertyn Smith

PROGRAM FOR FATHER'S NIGHT
Singing.

Community singing from National or

State Song Sheet

Paper or Talk.,

"What Dad Means to Me" -~ By a Son

"The Worth of a Boy" = By a Father
Poems.

"The Too Busy Father" - E A Guest

"To the Men of America" - Rose

Trumball
Open Forum,

Leisure Hours of Our Sons.
(Questions distributed at the be~
ginning of the meeting.)

How much leisure time should a

boy have?

How may father and son spend

leisure time together?

Is the auto an aid or hindrance

in the boy's leisure time?

What reading do the boys do in

their leisure time?

What companionship do the boys

have in their leisure time?

What can the fathers do in help-

ing direct the leisure time of

the boys of this community?

1.
2.
3.
Lo
5
6.

Talk.
"Dads I Have Known®" = By a Father
Examination.
What Father Knows About His Son's
School (From Michigan Programs)
l. In what grade is your son?
What are his studies?
In what study is he best?
Poorest? Why?
When did you last discuss your
son's course of study with him?
How many times have you visited
your son's school?
What book have you recommended
to your son?

2.
3.
L.
5.

Are you acquainted with your
son's teacher? Principal?
What general policy would
you like your school board
to follow?

Have you made an effort to
understand the teaching
methods since your school
days?
Are you a member of the Par-
ent-Teacher Association?
Will you become one?

= Child Welfare Magazine

Fe

DEAR DAD

Dear dad, as your daughter takes
a backward glance over the road
of her youth before rounding the
corner of new duties, she sees
the way lighted by the sacrifices
of fatherly love; she sees bur-
dens not dropped but made easier
to bear; she sees wise and help-
ful counsel which guided past
days of temptation and nights of
discouragement; and in every
weary hour she found always a
sane counselor, a sympathetic
friend in her dear dad,

==Grace Berenice Cooper

A "GENTLEMAN" DEFINED
A man who is clean both outside
and inside; who neither looks up
to the rich nor down to the poor;
who can lose without squalling and
win without bragging; who is con-
siderate to women, children and
old people; who is too brave to
lie, too generous to cheat, and
who takes his share of the world
and lets other people have theirs,
- Anonymous
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APPENDIX N
FOR LOCAL PARENT TEACHER CIRCLESL

Suggested Programs for 1925-1926
Superintendent C. G. Manning, Lewistown

Program I,

General Theme--New Things in Education.
Topic I--The importance of Parents and Teachers having a common under-

Topic

Topic

Topic
Topic
Topic

Topic

Topic
Topic
Topic

standing of the changes taking place in educational adminis-
tration and methods. (Note--This first meeting should
develop the general background for the meetings to follow in
which the details will be taken up.)

IT--The organization of the educational system for the purpose of

administration, classification and instruction.

ITI~-The classification and promotion of children. (This topic
should develop a general knowledge and understanding of the
new methods of testing. This should include brief discus-
sion of grading systems.)

IV~-The curricula--past, present, future, Elementary and High

School.

V--Reading as taught at the present time. A type of the change

that has taken place in methods.

VI--Discipline in a modern efficient school system.

ViI--Vocational Guidance--a discussion of the question., Is it
possible to eliminate the haphazard method of taking up life
work?

VIII--Character Education.

IX-=Directed Study Versus the Recitation.

X==The All Year School.

Program II.

General Theme--Child Welfare.
September Programs

Talk on health « « o » « « « o 15 minutes
Pre-Natal influence « « « « « « 30 minutes

1c, G. Manning, "For Local Parent Teacher Circles", Montana

Education, Vol. II, No. L (December 1925) pp. 1k-16.
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October Program:

The Selfish Child , . . . « o e 15 minutes

Beginnings of a Personallty . e o . 30 minutes
November Program:

Gifts for children . , . . . . . . 15 minutes

The child of 8 to 12 ., . . . . . . 30 minutes
January Program:

By whom should sex education be taught? 1. By teacher?

2. byparent . . . . . . . . . o . 20 minutes
Sex Bducation ., . . . & o ¢ o . o . 30 minutes

February Program:
Is gang life necessary? If so,
why?t . . . . o e o o o o o o
The boy and the gang c o o s
March program:
Is the girl more refined than
the boy? . . . . © o o a o o e 15 minutes
The girl in her teens e 6 o o s o o 30 minutes
April program:
Do all children like to play?
If S0, what? o ¢ & o© o o6 © ¢ o @ 15mnutes
Lazy Children . - ¢ « o o o o s o o 30 minutes
May Program:
The awkward boy . + ¢« ¢« o o ¢ o o o 15 minutes
The problem of Adolescence . . . . 30 minutes

o 15 minutes
o o o 30 minutes

N. B.-~It is advised that in such talks about children only adults be
present, Music at the opening and closing of each program can be ren-
dered by local talent in any way suggested by the local committee,

Program III.

General Theme--The community in which our children live. (This is in
the nature of a survey of actual conditions, followed by wise and
reasonable suggestions for improvement, if needed.)

Topic I--Health and Safety--(At least two meetings should be devoted to
this topic. The study should cover the sanitary conditions as
they relate to food and water supplies, sewage, inspection, pre-
vention of spread of diseases, and prevention of accidents.)

Topic II--Moral conditions--(Two meetings)--a study of conditions as
they relate to the moral welfare of the children, amusement places,
church influence, juvenile protection.

Topic III--Educational Influences--(Two Meetings).

1 The Schools.

2 The Library.

3 The Study Clubs,
b Lectures.
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Topic IV--Aesthetic Influences...(Two meetings)--Conditions affecting the

beauty of the city. Opportunities for the development of the
aesthetic nature,

Program IV,

A general Program using Several of the Outstanding Topics now Receiving
Consideration.,

1. Feeble mindedness,
Causes and classes,
Reasons for segregation of the feebleminded,
The Montana School for the feebleminded,
Needed legislation,
The need of a state child study expert.
2., Children's Reading.
What and how to buy books for Christmas,
Fairy Stories--purpose, kind,
Children's magazines for different ages.
How to teach interest in current events.
Books for the adolescent girl,
Bed time stories to tell children.
Demonstration of story telling,
Principles underlying good story telling.
3. Recreation,
The value of games,
Quiet home games for little children.
Quiet home games for older children.
Demonstration of bean bag games,
Play ground equipment for the school; the home.
Chaperonage of young people,
How may dances be supervised and controlled.
Healthy recreation for young people, other than dancing.
Boy Scouts, history and growth.
The Camp Fire Girls.,
The Girl Scouts.
I, The Teacher Shortage.
Causes of the teacher shortage.
Does Montana have to accept teachers below standard?
Salaries in Montana compared with unskilled workers; other skilled
workers.,
Results if more trained teachers are not furnished.
How more money can be raised for education.
The Smith-Hughes law,
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Should salaries be determined b erienced Traini .
5. County Unit, y exp raining? Merit?

Why the district system has been inadequate.
Explanation of the county unit law.
What the county unit system would do for
6. Compulsory Education and School Attendance.
Recent legisTation on compulsory education.
Part-time schools-~the law and its purpose,
How the part.time school works out in o
7. Vocational Bducation.
The Smith~.Hughes Act.
How home economics course may be made more practical.
Why country boys should be taught agriculture,
Who should take commercial work in high schools,
Teacher~training work in our high schools,
8. School as a Community Center,
How can your school be a more active force in the community?
What equipment does the school need so it can be used as community
center?

What activities might be had at the school with present equipment?

County.

Program VII,

General Theme--The Social Life of the Child (Six Meetings).

Topic I--Placing the responsibility for the social life of the children.

Topic II--A study of the periods in the life of a child and the social
characteristics of each,

Topic III--The social life of our high school students. A careful survey
of actual conditions and recommendations for improvements,

Topic IV--The social life of our elementary school pupils,

Topic V--Organizations and institutions in the community that could be
helpful in creating the right social conditions-<a plan for a
united effort,

Topic VI--Plans for a series of social activities for high school stu-
dents, for junior high school pupils, for children in grades 3
to 6 inclusive. The plans should cover at least three months.
Discussion of the plans,

Program VIII.

General Theme-.The Problem Child,

Topic I--Grouping our children into problem and non-problem groups-=
this topic should establish the basis for grouping and list those
included in the problem group.
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(The following topics are suggested for the five meetings following

Topic I. After the first topic has been presented, other problems may
be selected.)

Topic II--The retarded child.

Topic III--The gifted child.

Topic IV-~The child with low intelligence quotient,
Topic V--The careless, indifferent child.

Topic VI--The delinquent child,

Topic VII-=The lazy child.

Program IX,

General Theme--Habit Training for Children.,

Topic I--The importance of habit in the life of the individual. This
is to be a practical presentation of actual conditions,

Topic II--The physiological and psychological basis of habit.

Topic III--A survey of the desirable and undesirable habits in the lives
of the children of the community. The physical, mental and moral
conditions which may be responsible for the habits,

Topic IV-=Habit Formation.-This should be a clear-cut discussion of how
to break up undesirable and form desirable habits, Let it be a

time when specific remedies are presented, in the nature of a
habit elinic,

Topic V-~A continuation of the habit clinic.
* ok ok ok ok %k k k
Following these program outlines, Mr. Manning gave a lengthy
bibiliography of reference materials, including educational and popular

magazines, and books on educational subjects, psycholegy, and child
training.
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APPENDIX ©

LOCAL ACHIEVEMENTS 1924.1925
as reported by Mrs. L. C, Bardwell,
Secretary, Montana Congress of Parents
and Teachers

" . . « Adigest of the reports which came in for the state convention

of last April will perhaps prove typical. For our present purpose we

will deal only with that part of these reports which relates to project
work.

"Twenty-~two associations reported. Of these Havre (Sunnyside),
Great Falls (Lowell), and Lewistown (Lincoln) provided milk for under-
nourished children of their respective schools, while all Helena circles,
including St. Helena, cooperated with the Women's Department of the Com-
mercial Club to raise a fund with which to provide milk for under-
nourished children of both school and pre-school age. (Helena emphasized
the care of the pre-school child in the program work during the year).
Camas Prairie, Hobson and Polson provided hot lunches at the school dur-
ing the coldest months. Lewistown, St. Helena and Dillon collected and
distributed clothing for needy children. In Lewistown the clothing is
collected in one big drive in the fall, It is then fumigated all at one
time, repaired by volunteer committees, and distributed by the teachers
to needy children.

"As parents gather at the schoolhouses for their Parent meetings

they often notice defects in buildings, grounds or equipment hitherto
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overlooked, One of Big Fork's first meetings happened to be held on a

rainy day. It was obvious that something should be done about the con-

dition of the school yard. Consequently, on the following Saturday, the

men hauled ard spread gravel while the women prepared a cormunity dinner.
They followed this up by cooperating with the school board to put in
necessary extra windows in one badly lighted schoolroom and later Pro-
viding other needed schoolroom equipment.

"Perma and Camas Pralrie provided playground equipment; Butte
(McKinley) and Missoula (Willard) planted trees, flowers and shrubs;
Geyser bought a Victrola for the school; Helena (Bryant), Lewistown and
Dillon helped refurni‘sh the teachers'! rest rooms; Helena (Hawthorne) and
Missoula (Willard) bought stoves, besides providing other needed equip-
ment,

"Havre, Belt and St. Helena bought books for their schools. Hobson
bought pictures and sponsored .an art exhibit. Helena (Jefferson) pro-
vided free tickets to an art exhibit and to educational films for all
children unable to pay. This circle visited the sick and arranged that
all needy children should receive medical care. Hobson and Butte (Me-
Kinley) sponsored baby clinics of one day each,

"Certain strictly social events were found to be so significant
that they have been classed as social projects, Hobson, Belt, and Lewlis-
town began the year with-receptions for the teachers of their respective

school systems., Big Fork sponsored a Father-and-Son banquet. Choteau
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gave a big Hallowe'en party to prove that children can have a good time

on Hallowe'en without destroying property. Geyser gave a banquet for

their seniors and teachers, while Great Falls (Lowell) wound up its year
with a dinner at which the teachers were the guests of honor. This
dinner is an annual affair,

"Lewistown is proud to have been instrumental in securing a woman
probation officer for this district and Helena counts as a signal
achievement the providing of a series of P.T.A. moving picture matinees

which were a success from the point of view of sponsors, public and

exhibi‘bors.“l

lMrs. L. C. Bardwell, "Parent-Teacher Association Section", Montana
Education, Vol, II, No. 5, (January, 1926) p. 17.
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PTA SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS
1548.1964

1948.1949 (Montana Parent-Teacher, November, 1948, p. 7)

MSU . .”. . Donald Demmons . . . . . . Shelby
MSC « « « & Bayliss Cummins . . . ° e o Ka.lispell
WMC . . . . MaryBaker . . . « . . » . Whitehall
NMC . . . «. Palmer Scott , . . . . . . Havre
EMCOE ., . . Irma Iverson . . . . . . . Billings

1949-.1950 (Montana Parent-Teacher, September, 1949, p. 7)

MSU . . . . Josephine J, Thomas . . . . Missoula
MSC .. . .« John Walter Brown . . . . . Polson
WMC . . » « Margaret Johnston . . . . . Florence
Nm-oooMari]-ynPilgrimc-ooo.WOlfPOint
EMCOE . . . Anna Mae Strouf . . . . . . Billings

1950-1951 (Montana Parent-Teacher, January, 1951, p. 3)
MSU . . . Lobel C. Bennett . » Big Timber

MsC . Anne Croskurth

¢« o @ o ¢ ¢ o ® @ Sidney
WwWMC . . . - Ruth Schonen , . . . .« . « Anaconda
NMC . . . ., Sharron Buell . . . . . . . Conrad
EMCOE . . . Marion Wilson . ¢« o & o . Billings

1951-1952 (Montana Parent-Teacher, February, 1952, pp. 2~3)
MSU . . . . Robert J, McRae . « « « « + Jordan

MSC . . . . Jackie Lou Pettyjohn . ., ., Sand Coulee
WMC &« & & & Anita Mosby ¢ o0 © e e o o » Butte

NMC « . & &

EMCOE . « o« Vernon -Ho: A.kens e o © e 5 o Lame Deer

1952.1953 (Montana Parent-Teacher, October, 1952, pp. 4=5)
MSU . . . . Fred Ray WbepeIT e o « o o Brockton

MSC . . . . Bdith Johnson . « « « « « o Kalispell
WMC . . . . Agnes Tenneson ., . » - « » Bast Helena
NMC . . . . Elizabeth Granbois ., . . . Dagmar
EMCOE . . . James J. Phillips . . . . . lLaurel
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1953-1954
MSU .
MsSC .
wMe
NMC .
EMCOE

19541955

NMC .
EMCOE
1955-1956
MSU .
MSC .
WMC L ]

NMC .
EMCOE

1956-1957
MSU L]
Msc [ ]
WMC .
NMC .
EMCOE

1957-1958
MSU .
MSC L ]
wMC .
NMC .
EMCOE

19581959
MSU .
MSC .
WMC .
NMC .
EMCOE

- 264 o

(Montana Parent-Teacher, September, 1953, p. 2
e « + John Britton ' : " )

e o « o s« o o Big Fork
« » o Deloris Siverts . ., . . . . Glendive
e o ¢« Dorma Wirdel ., ... . . . Butte
e « ¢« Doris Mae Combs ., . « « « . Nashua
...EvelynDyl“«d ¢« » o s o s « Conrad

(%ggﬁana Eggent-Teacher. September, 1954, pp. 2-3; October,
» Po :

« « Helen Saurders Missoula
Amme Stapleton
Nina Miller ., .
Delphia Hewitt
Dennis Ortwein

Polson
Harlowton

*
* L
[ -
. *
[ ] [ )

L] ® *» o

L ] .« & o
o @ « s @
e o s s O
o & & ¢ @
[ ] e o 2+

« Sheridan

(Montana Parent.Teacher, November, 1955, pp. 4-5)
* o o mrﬁyrl Leary e o e « o «» Butte

. Laura Kramer . . « s« » Helena

. Elsie Johnson . . e « o Missoula

Alice Mae Jenkins « +« « Harlowton
Barbara Pearsall e o o Billings

. & & 0 »

e # & a

(Montana Parent-Teacher, December, 1956, pp. 6-7)

e o« o« LOy D, Robinson . . . . . . Alberton
e o o Mary Johnson e e o« o« o s o Helena
e o o JOyce Freseman . . . . . . Butte

e o « ROmona Ness o « « « « « « « Dodson

e o « Dolores Nelson . . . « « « Richey

(Montana Parent-Teacher, November, 1957, pp. 6=7)

e o o Marcia Smith . . . « « . « Missoula
o o o Pat JOhnSOH o & o © o & 0° & }hnha.ttan
e « « Rose Marie Scott . . . . . Butte

e o o Gerald Evans e » & & 8 » @ HinSdale
e o o« Carol Reynolds . . « o « o Billings

(Montana Parent-Teacher, February, 1959, pp. 4-5)

e » . Kathryn F, FOX . « « « « « Helena

. o o Patricia Ann Roscoe . . . . Hamilton
e o o Borlnie A. SOllarS e e o o o POlson
e« o Linda Duncan .+ « « « » « « Havre

e o @ Elaine J. Stebbings e & o ® Bi]-lings
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1959-1960 (Montana Parent-Teacher, October, 1959, pp. 4-5)

MSU . . . . Mrs, Beverly Boe . . . . . Livingston
MSC . . « « Carole Burke e« ¢ » ¢« » o » Deer Ldge
WMC . . . . Donna Robertson)

Helena
Charles R. Adams) (diVided)Three Forks

NMC . . . . Carolyn Grove . ¢ + » » o o Conrad
MOE s ¢ » Ron RiSher o & o & ® o o o Sidney

1960-1961 (Montana Parent-Teacher, November, 1960, p. 4)
MSU + & o o Karen L. FerEin o o o « « Anaconda

MSC o ¢« » & Noralyn Stillings e « o s o Butte
WM . . . . Jolene D, Bilant e « o« o o Whitefish
Nm e o o o A-rdj-s Biggersuff e o © o o Lewistown
EMCOE . . . Milton DeVries . . . . . . Sidney

1961.1962 (Montana Parent.Teacher, November, 1961, p. 8)
MSU . . . . Ellen Jean Parker . . . » . Troy
HSC....J&mesIARue....oo..Manhattan
WMC . . o o Edward Wright . . . . . . . White Sulpkur Springs
NHC....PaulEggen o...o..-JOplin
EMCOE . . « Darlene Bren . o ¢« o o o o Glendive

1962-1963 (Montana Parent.Teacher, December, 1962, p. 4)

MSU . . . » Sarah Jane Bright . . . » . Missoula

MSC o ¢« & o Car°1e Rutherford o o o o ¢ Hinsdale

WC ... . Jean Marie Lindquist . . . Poplar

NMC o o o o Jetta McCain e @ ¢ ©w ¢ © % Great Falls

EMCOE . . . Mary Straight . . . . . « + Manderson, Wyoming

1963-1964 (Montana Parent.Teacher, November, 1963, p. 4)

MSU e o o @ Sha-ron Ma-rie Smith o e o Butte

Msc e o e o Helen Kra.lner e © © ® @ 8 ® Helena
WMC « . « o« BEAdy L. Zink . « « o » o o Dillon
NMC . . . » Bonny Jenkins . - « « « « o Fort Shaw
EMCOE . . . P%gy Burns o« s ¢ ¢ o o ¢ o Bi].lings
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APPENDIX Q

CORRECTIONS TO VOLUME NUMBERING
OF MONTANA PARENT-TEACHER

VOLUME DATE ERRORS
Vol., 1 Sept. 1927- June 1928
Vol, 2 Sept. 1928~ June 1929
Vol. 3 Sept. 1929. June 1930
vol. L4 Oct, 1930~ June 1931 Vol. 3
Vol. 5 Oct. 1931~ June 1932 Vol. &4
Vol. 6 Oct., 1932. June 1933
Vol, 7 Oct. 1933~ June 1934 Vol. 5
Vol. 8 Oct. 1934~ June 1935
Vol., 9 Oct. 1935. June 1936
Vol. 10 Oct. 1936~ June 1937 Vol. 8
Vol, 11 Oct, 1937~ June 1938 Vol., 9
Vol, 12 Oct, 1938. June 1939 Vol, 10
Vol. 13 Oct: 1939~ June 1940 Vol, 11
Vol. 14 Oct., 1940. May 1941 Vol, 12
Vol. 15 Oct. 1941. May 1942 Vol. 13
Vol, 16 Oct, 1942. June 1943 Vol., 14
Vol. 17 Oct. 1943. Dec. 1943 Vol. 14
Vol, 17 Jan, 1944. May 1944 Vol, 15
Vol, 18 Oct, 1944. May 1945 Vol, 16
Vol, 19 Oct, 1945. May 1946 Vol, 17
Vol, 20 Oct, 1946. May 1947 Vol, 18
Vol, 21 Oct, 1947 May 1948 Vol, 19
Yol, 22 Oct, 1948. May 1949 Vol., 20
Vol, 23 Sept. 1949. Dec. 1949 Vol. 20
Jan, 1950. May 1950 Vol, 21
Vol, 24 Oct, 1950~ May 1951 Vol, 22
Vol, 25 Sept. 1951~ May igg% ggi. gg
t. 1952 May o
Yol 26 Sept. 195 Dec. 1952 Vol. 24
o 2
Vol, 2 Sept. 1953~ June 195 ol.
Vol, zg ,s:gt. 1954. May 1955 Vol. gg
Vol, 29 Sept, 1955~ May 1956 Vol.
Vol, 30 Sept., 1956 May 1957 Vog.-. 23
Vol, 31 Sept. 1957~ May 1958 Vol. 3
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VOLUME DATE ERRORS

Vol. 32 Sept. 1958~ May 1959 Vol. 31

Vol. 33 Sept. 1959=April 1960 Vol, 32

Vol. 3L Sept. 1960=April 1961 Vol. 33 for

Sept., Oct, & Nov.

Dec. 1960 Vol. 3L

Vol. 35 Sept. 1961~ May 1962 Vol. 35

Vol. 36 Sept. 1962~ May 1963 Vol. 36

Vol. 37 Sept., 1963- May 1964 Vol. 37

APPENDIX R

PAST PRESIDENTS OF THE MONTANA CONGRESS

OF PARENTS AND TEACHERS

1915-1916 Mrs. J. A. Smith Butte
1916-1917 Mrs, T. C., Brockway Butte
1917-1921 Mrs., H. B, Farnsworth Missoula
1922 Mrs, E, C, Elliott Helena
1922-1923 Mrs. Quincy Scott Lewistown
1923-1924 Mrs., Frank Bartos Helena
1924-1925 Mrs, R. E. Shaffer Lewistown
1925-1927 Mrs, A, W, Luedke Lewistown
1927-1931 Mrs, J. H, Gilbert Dilloen
1931-1933 Mrs, F. C. Paxson Missoula
1933-1937 Mrs, William V, Beers Billings
1937-194L1 Mrs. R, H., Jesse Missoula
1941-1942 Mrs, James Scott Helena
1942-1943 Mrs. Holsey Johnson Butte
1943-1945 Mrs, C., W. Gross Helena
1945-1948 Mrs. Dallas J. Reed Missoula
1948-1951 Mr. Harry Ross Butte
1951-1955 Mrs. Marion Crawford Laurel
1955-1958 Mrs, Clara M. Munger Helena
1958-1961 Mrs. W. G. Nelson Butte
1961=196} Mrs, Irving Hoye Froid
1964 Dr. William Booth Bozeman
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APPENDIX S
REDISTRICTING OF THE STATE BY COUNTIESL

District 1, with Mrs. H., R. Richards of Libby as director, includes
Glacier, Flathead, Lincoln, Sanders, Lake, Missoula, Powell, Mineral,
Ravalli, and Granite counties,

District 2, with Mrs, James Scott of Helena as director, includes
Lewis and Clark, Jefferson, Broadwater, Deer Lodge, Silver Bow, Beaver-
head, Madison, Gallatin, Park,.and Meagher counties.

District 3, with Mrs. R. H. Keister of Great Falls as director,
includes Toole, Pondera, Liberty, Hill, Blaine, Teton, Fergus, Choteau,
Cascade, Judith Basin, Petroleum, and Wheatland counties.

District 4, with Mrs. Walter Bishop of Billings as director,
includes Golden Valley, Musselshell, Rosebud, Treasure, Big Horn, Carbon,
Stillwater, Sweet Grass, and Yellowstone counties,

Distriect 5, with Mrs, Burley Brower of Scobey as director, includes
Phillips, Valley, Daniels, Sheridan, and Roosevelt counties,

District 6, with Mrs, Harris Olson of Union as director, includes
Richland, McCone, Garfield, Dawson, Prairie, Fallon, Custer, Powder
River, and Carter counties.

lMontana Parent-Teacher, May, 1937, p. 4.
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1915
1916
1917
1918
1919

1920
1921

1922
1923
1924
1925
1926
1927

1928

1929
1931
1933
1935
1937
1939
1941
1943
1945
1948
1951
1953
1955
1958
1961
1962
196}

- 269 -

APPENDIX T

STATE CONVENTIONS OF THE

MONTANA CONGRESS OF PARENTS AND TEACHERS

May 7, 8
May S, 6
April 26

Organization of State Congress, Butte
Helena

Great Falls

Called off because of epidemics and War

NOVQ 2h-26
Nov. 2224
No meeting

June 15
Sept. 28
April 25
April 16, 17
April 2, 3
May 12, 13

May

May 16, 17
May 12-1l4

May 15-17
April 15-17
May 12-1L
October 9-11
October 7-9
Sep‘b. 28 » 29
October 23-2L
October 18, 19
October 19, 20

October 8, 9, 10
Nov., 10, 11, 12

October 2, 3, L
June T7=9

March 29, 30, 31
April 8’ 9, 10

Helena, Meeting with Montana Teachers'
Association

Billings, Meeting with Montana Teachers'
Association

Resignation of Mrs. Farnsworth as State
President

Bozeman

Helena

Helena

Lewistown

Billings

Helena, Constitution revised to provide for
biennial State Conventions

First District Conventions in Missoula, Great
Falls, Billings

Butte, First Biennial State Convention
Great Falls

Missoula

Billings

Butte

Helena

Great Falls

Butte

Missoula

Billings

Great Falls

Helena

Butte

Havre

Billings

Great Falls

Helena
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APPENDIX U

DISTRICT CONVENTIONS AND PRESIDENTS

WESTERN DISTRICT
1928 —= Missoula, May 18, 19
1930 -~ Helena, May 9, 10 ,
1932 -- Dillon, May 3, 4 . .
1934 -~ Butte, April 30, May
19361-- Helena, April 2, 3 .

NORTH CENTRAL DISTRICT
1928 -~ Great Falls, May 11,
1930 —- Havre, May 12, 13 .,
1932 - Lewistown, May 6 . .
1934 —. Havre, April 27, 28

1936 -- Great Falls, April 1,

EASTERN DISTRICT
1928 -- Billings, May 9, 10
1930 -- Billings, May 16, 17
1632 == Glendive, May 9, 10
1934 -- Billings, May 4, 5 ,
1936 -- Glendive .

DISTRICT I

1938 -~ Missoula, Oct. & .
1940 —- Hamilton, Oct. 9 .
1942 wa Missoula, Oct. 7 .
1944 —- Kalispell, Oct. 2,
1946 -~- Belton, Oct. 21 .
1947 —= Hamilton, Oct. 3

1949 -~ Missoula, Oct. 19
1950 =~ Polson, Oct. 9 . .
1952 = Kalispell, Oct. 10

o o o 8 ¢ e o

L
L]
°

1l

* e & o &

12

2

L4
-
-

L] [ ] o e &

(HOME ADDRESS OF PRESIDENTS)

e « Mr, E. J. Klemme, Helena
Mrs. C. H. Riedell, Missoula

*

[ ] * L 3 L] L

* ° [ ] * °

) L] L] [ ] e © e e ]

o L L] . L]

L ] L ° o L]

L]
°
()
<
[
L]

Mrs, A. R. Collins, Butte
Mrs. A. R. Collins, Butte
Mrs, James Scott, Helena

Mrs. J. B. Houston, Great Falls
e o Mrs, A, J. Baker, Lewistown
« « Mrs. A, J. Baker, Lewistown
Mrs., R. E. Keister, Great Falls
¢« o« o o Mrs, W. W, Jones, Havre

o Mrs, J. J. Rogers, Billings
Mrs. T. B. Foreman, Glendive
Mrs. William Beers, Billings
. Mrs, J. A. Evert, Glendive
e Mrs, J. A. Evert, Glendive

L ] [ ] L] ® -]

o « Mrs, H., R, Richards, Libby
o Mrs, J. H. Peterson, Missoula
Mrs, Edmund O, Freeman, Missoula
e Mrs. J. R, Plumley, Missoula
o Mrs., J. R, Plumley, Missoula
. Mrs. J., R. Plumley, Missoula
o Mrs. Morris Blake, Kalispell
o Mrs, Morris Blake, Kalispell
Mrs, Thomas J. Micka, Hamilton

1Helena, Billings, Butte, and Kalispell also held PTA sections
as part of the MEA Convention, Oct. 29-31, 1936, Montana Parent-Teacher,

Oct. 1936, p. 3.
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1954
1956
1957
1959
1960
1963
1964

DISTRICT II
1938
1940
1942
194k
1946
1947
1949
1950
1952
195L
1956
1957
1959
1960
1963

DISTRICT III
- 1938

1940
19h2
194h
1946
1947
1948
1949
1950
1952
1954
1956
1957
1959
1960
1963
196l

DISTRICT IV
1938
1940

- 271 -

Hot Springs, Oct. 16
Stevensville, Oct., 27
Whitefish, Oct, 30
Bonner, Sept. 12 .
Missoula, Oct. 12 ,
Missoula, Oct. 17 .

L]
L
o

Pillon

Dillon, Oct, 5 .
Bozeman, Oct. 9 .
Helena, Oct., 6 .
Butte, Oct. 23 .,
Bozeman, Sept. 29
Helena, Oct., 11 . . .
Butte

Dillen, Oct., 13, 1L .
Bozeman, Oct. 18, 19

L] L] ° ° L]
o e e & &

Townsend, Oct, 17 ....

Whitehall, Nov, 2 . .
Twin Bridges, Oct. 3
Three Forks, Oct. 8 .
Anaconda, Oct. 19 . .

Lewistown, Oct, 8
Havre, Oct. 19 o
Lewistown, Octe 5
Havre, Octe. L4 « &
Great Falls, Oct,
Lewistown, Oct, 1

e © o 0

o o 6 MN)o ¢ o e
N

Havre, Oct. 13 .

Lewistown, Oct. 20
Havre, Oct. 13 . &
Conrad, Octe 15 o &
Fairfield, Oct. 28
Fort Benton - « - &
Great Falls,.Oct. 10.
Lewistown, Oct, 21 .

Red Lodge « o s o o o
Red Lodge « o o o « &

o Mrs. William Wehr, Kalispell
o Mrs., James E, Rusk, Missoula
» Mrs, James E. Rusk, Missoula
» Mrs., James E, Rusk, Missoula
Mrs, William Strothman, Missoula
o Mrs. James Evans, Stevensville
Mrs. James Evans, Stevensville

a
-]
L3
©

° L] -] [} o L]

Mrs, James Scott, Helena

o o o Mrs, James Scott, Helena
o Mrs. J., Miller Smith, Helena
o Mrs, J, Miller Smith, Helena
Mrs, Marshall Richards, Butte
Mrs. Marshall Richards, Butte
. Mrs., Clara M. Munger, Helena
Mrs, G. E. Belshaw, Helena

o o Mrs, Paul Cannon, Butte
o » o Mrs, John Riley, Butte
o e« « Mrs, John Riley, Butte
o o Dr. W, E, Booth, Bozeman
. Mr., Logan Hazen, Livingston
» Mr, Norman Nelson, Anaconda
r, Kenneth Profitt, Livingston

¢ ©o » & =8
e o0 & » o @2

L

o
o
L]
@

-] L] ] e & & @

M

Mrs, R. H. Keister, Great Falls
e« o« o Mrs, Don Deyoe, Lewistown
e o o Mrs, Don Deyoe, Lewistown
o Mrs, C. Ho Perry, Great Falls
e o Mrs, Jo Jo Toy, Great Falls
o o Mrs. J. Jo Toy, Great Falls
Mrs, R. M. McHenry, Great Falls
e o Mrs. A. R, Ferron; Lewistown
Mrs. R, Mo, McHenry, Great Falls
e o o o Mrs, Luther Waldrip, Havre
Mrs. Russell Garrison, Great Falls
Mrs. Russell Garrison, Great Falls
e o o o « Mr, Dave Rice, Conrad
. Mrs. K, L. Obrecht, Cascade
» Mrs, K, L, Obrecht, Cascade
. Mrs, K, L. Obrecht, Cascade
. Mrs, J. H, Baker, Great Falls

© o6 @& ©6 & ©° e 9o

® e o s 9

. o o Mrs, Walter Bishop, Billings
. o o Mrs, Walter Bishop, Billings
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1942
1944
1946
1947
1549
1952
1954
1956
1957
1959
1960
1963
1964

DISTRICT ¥
= 1938
1940
1942
1944
1946
1947
1949

1950
1952
1954
1956
1957
1959
1960
1963
1964

DISTRICT VI
1938

1949
1952
1954
1956
1957
1959
1960
1963
1964

- 272 -

Laurel, Qct, 10 .,
Worden, Oct, 11 ,
Billings, Oct, 24
Worden, Sept. 25

Wyola, Oct, 7 . .
Billings, Oct. 17, 18
Billings, Oct, 22, 23
Worden, QOct, 20 ., .
Broadview, Oct, 21

Ryegate, Oct., 24 .,
Laurel, Oct, 5 . .
Billings, Oct., 23 .

L 2 L] L -*
¢ o 0 ° L]

L] o [ ] L] L] a e [ ] [ ] L ] * L] .

Glendive, Oct. 8
Glendive ., ., . .
Glendive, Qct, 3
Glendive, Oct. 11
Glendive, Oct, 26
Wibaux, Sept. 27
Wolf Point, Oct. 15

VI) [ ] L]
Richey, Oct. 16 .
Glendive . . ¢ o o
Miles City, Oct, 25
Glendive, QOct, 22 .
Miles City, Oct. 23
Fallon, Oct, 17 . &
Glendive, Oct. 3 .
Baker, Oct, 12

e ] e o & »

e & 0 & o L]

J

o & & o @ © 0 8 o6 o O o © o o » o

e e o » 0O a e o o

o » 4@ » & o o O ° e ¢ °

L d

L3

Mrs. J. B. Appenzeller, Joliet
Mrs, Volly Hopper, Billings
Mrs. Fred Penwell, Billings
Mrs., Fred Penwell, Billings
Mrs., Ed. Focher, Ballantine

Mrs. Chris Paustian, Wyola
Mrs, Chris Paustian, Wyola
Mrs, R, S, Veach, Billings
Mrs., Ralph Brown, Broadview
Mrs, Ralph Brown, Broadview
Mrs. A, E. Lenhardt, Billings
Mrs. A. E. Lenhardt, Billings
e o Mrs, Bill Carr, Billings

Mrs, Harris Olson, Brcckway

. Mrs. Harris Olson, Brockway
Mrs. Alma M. Schultz, Glendive
o Mrs. K. H. Harstad, Richey
. Mrs, K, H, Harstad, Richey
o o Mrs. Roy Richey, Richey

int meeting with District

Mrs, Harris Olson, Glendive
Mrs. Harris Olson, Glendive
Mrs. Merril Wheeler, Wibaux
Mrs. Lonie Shields, Miles City
Mrs. John Scott, Miles City

. Mrs, John Scott, Miles City
Mrs, John Scott, Miles City
Mrs. Richard Thompson, Fallon
Mrs, Richard Thompson, Fallon
o Mrs. Albert Irion, Fallon

Glendive, Oct. 8 (Joint meeting with District V)

Wolf Point, Oct, 15 . .
Froid, Oct, 6, 7 . &
Bainville, Oct. 11 .,
Poplar, Oct., 22 . . .

® 8 @

. Mrs, Burley Bowler, Scobey
Mrs. Boyd Taylor, Wolf Point
Mrs., BEdwin Maier, Wolf Point
e Mrs, Irving Hoye, Froid
Mr. Gene McCracken, Bainville

Glasgow, Oct, 26 ., Mrs, Clifford Thomson, Culbertson

Nashua, Oct, 10 . . . &
Culbertson, Sept. 30 .
Scobey, Oct, 10 . . . »

o
o
o
£ 4

e o o Mrs. Boyd Maag, Glasgow
e » o Mrs, Boyd Maag, Glasgow
e o o Mrs, Boyd Maag, Glasgow

Mrs., Howard Jacobsen, Froid
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DISTRICT I-A%

1960 —- Missoula (Held with District I)

e ¢ o o o s o+ o Mrs, Spencer Rider, Kalispell
1963 -- Kalispell, Oct. 15 . . ... Mr. Kenneth Neils, Big Fork
196“’ - ¢ ¢ o e o o o s Mrs. W. E. Wheeler. hlispell

ZInformtion regarding some dates and places has not been available
to date, H, Micka,
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: APPENDIX V
1958-59 REQUIREMENTS FOR A

1958-59 REQUIREMENTS FOR A
STANDARD ASSOCIATION

SUPERIOR ASSOCIATION

(This Teport must be submitted in ADDITION to your
Unit Report Blank if you expect to qualify).

Check Here:
Yes or No

(This_report must be submitted in ADDITION to your
Unit Report Blank if you expect to qualify),

Check Here:
Yes or No

........................ 1—Membership equal to 50% of number of
HOMES represented in the School and 50%

........................ 1—Have fulfilled all requirements listed fo
number of teachers.

Standard Association and checked accordingly
(1, 5 and 6 under Standard superceded by regula
- Z—:(&);crafg2 m_c;pth!y att%ndance of adults equal tions, 2, 4 and 5 below).

to o ol ifamihes 1n residence. 2—Membershi

! aence. e, ship equal to 75% of number o

________________________ 3—Seven standing committees, namely: Member- HOME i

ship, Program, %ublicity, Finance and Budget, onI‘EA%ﬁeg;li{g?med in school and 75% numbe

Puglications and Magazine.

........................ 4—At least SEVEN meetings of units during the fn:nhfb:rzhix; embers equal to 10% of tota
year. X

........................ 5—Elective officers must be subscribers to the
MONTANA PARENT TEACHER. Subscrip-
tion to be in by October 15th.

........................ 6—10% of HOMES represented in membership
must be subscribers to the NATIONAL
PARENT TEACHER.

........................ 7—State-National DUES (20c per member en-

rolled) sent promptly to Stuart Hall, Laurel,
Mont., State Treasurer, December 15 to March 15.

........................ 4—Elective officers must be subscribers to th

Montana Parent Teacher. Subscriptions to be i
by October 15.

........................ 5—10% of HOMES represented in membershi)
must  be subscribers to the NATIONAI
PARENT TEACHER.
........................ 6—COMMITTEE PROJECTS—A brief writtes

report of one completed project sent to State Of
fice before April 1. Project taken from State an:

........................ 8-FOUNDER'S DAY observed and offering

sent to STATE TREASURER.

... 9=LOCAL UNIT REPORT BLANK AND
STANDARD REPORT BLANK returned to
STATE OFFICE as directed. (These 2 blanks
are mailed to Unit Presidents in the Spring, and
should be returned by June 1).

........................ 10—STUDY GROUP — Average of 10% of

TOTAL UNIT MEMBERSHIP must attend
Unit Study Group or organized PTA Study
Group. (PTA Council). Minimum of 4 meetings.

........................ 11—Conduct SUMMER ROUND-UP of pre-

school children and broaden program to include
the health of all children in school.

........................ 12—National Objects presented at 3 meetings of

unit.

National Departments as follows: (a) Education

(b; Public Welfare; (c) Home Service
(d) Health,

.................. 7—Meeting of Executive Committee held to stud:
contents of President’s Packet.

.................. 8- Participation of Officers and Committe
Chairmen in a School of Instruction. Training
Class or Institute. (Attendance at a Distric
Convention during current year counts).

........................ 9—President or his alternate, sent to Worksho;

approved by State Board, or District Conventios
with expenses paid. (This regulation supercede:
number 17 under Standard).

wwrimn. 10—Reports of such Conventions given at th
meeting of the local unit.

_________________________ 13-~General plan for PROGRAM for at least 4 Total Membership......
meetings sent to District President and good ones )
printed in Bulletin. No. Homes Represented in School

........................ 14—C0ntents Of PRESIDENT'S PACKET used NO. Homes Represented i“ Membership
in regular work.

........................ 15—-New units must submit their By-Laws to Dr. No. Men Members......ooil
N. E. Booth, 515 S. Eighth, Bozeman.dMont;ng, No. Teachers in School
val. Established units amending their ) R
%’;—Itgg:soor adopting new ones, must follow same No. Teachers in Membership -
procedure. Parliamentary procedure observed. No. Montana Parent Teacher Subscriptions
........................ 16—Freedom from political and sectional partisan- No. National Parent Teacher Subscriptions

ship and promoting commercial enterprises.
........................ 17—President or his alternate, sent to Workshop
approved by State Board, State, National or
District Convention.
Total Membership

No. Homes Represented in School
No. Homes Represented in Membership.

Average Attendance at Study Group....

Name of Unit........

President
No. Men Members
No. Teachers in School Tmmmmm——"—" Principal
No. Teachers in Membership

No. Montana Parent Teacher Subscriptions
No. National Parent Teacher Subscriptions..

Average Attendance at Study Group.
Name of Unit

Signed:

President

Principal
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APPENDIX W
NATIONAL CONGRESS OF PARENTS AND TEACHERS

LEGISLATION PROGRAM

Forty-six state congresses have voted on the National
Congress of Farents and Teachers legisiation program. Six
state congresses have not voted on the program yet. The
vote by state corgresses is listed for each item on the legis-
lationn program.

BASIC REQUIREMENTS
*1. MAXIMUM LOCAL CONTROL

All feceral legislation concerned with education and
child welfare must include provisions that will ensure
maximum iocal control.

Adopted by 42 Statz Congresses

+*2. APPROPRIATIONS

Those federal offices and agencies responsible for
carrying out legislation concerned with education and
childwelfare must be supported by funds adequate
to meet the legislation requirements.

Adopted by 42 Siate Congresses

<3, CHANNELING OF FEDERAL FUNDS

Federal grants for states should be made through the
federal agencies that are most directly concerned with
the legislative enactment invelved and then adminis~
tered by the comparable state and local agencies. (For
example, federal funds for education should be chan-
neled through the U.S. Office of Education, through
state departments of education, to local school dis-
tricts, and should be administered with maximum local
control.)

Adopted by 42 State Congresses

EDUCATION

4. In order that the free public school system be main-
tained and strengthened, federal funds for education
must be appropriated for publicly controlied, tax-sup-
ported schools only, for the purpose of increasing edu-
cational opportunity and services among the states,
with provisions ensuring maximum local control and
encouraging states to give their own best support and
to equalize educational opportunities and services
within their own boundaries. :

Adopted by 41 State Congresses

5. Education beyond high school should be encouraged
and financial assistance provided for tax-supporied
institutions.

Adopted by 42 State Congresses

6. The United States Office of Education should be es-
tablished as an independent agency of government
under the general direction of a federal board of edu-
cation This board should be composed of laymen ap-
pointed to long, overlaping terms; it should have au-
thority to appoint, and be advisory to, the United
States Commissioner of Education.

Adopted by 39 State Congresses

CHILD WELFARE
*7. CHILD LABOR

The child labor provisions of the Fair Labor Standards
Act should be maintained.

Adopted by 44 State Congresses
8. CHILD LIFE RESEARCH

The programs of child life research that are being
carried on by warious federal agencies should be cor-
related and supported by appropriations.

Adopted by 41 State Congresses

9. HEALTH

Expanded public health services and public health
education opportunities should be provided for all
phxldren and youth. Maternal and child health serv-
ices and services for all handicapped children should
be continued with the aid of federal appropriations.

Adopted by 42 State Congresses

10. JUVENILE PROTECTION

Federal programs of juvenile protection shquld be de-
veloped.

a. To _assist in the implementation of state laws when
environmental factors are involved in the safety
and welfare of children and youth.

b

. To provide funds for assistance to, and in coopera-

tion with, states in the study of causative factors
in delinquency.

¢. To strengthen and improve state and local programs
fqr control, treatment, and rehabilitation of juve-
nile celiguents.

Adopted by 43 Congresses

11. RURAL AND URBAN SERVICES

The basic principles of equalization of education, rec-
reation, and health services for children and youth,
with the improvement of these services where needed,
should be maintained in rural areas and in densely
populated urban areas. Similar legislation should pro-
vide for children of migrant families.

Adopted by 41 Congresses

*12. SCHOOL AND COMMUNITY SERVICES UNDER THE

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

The federal government should see that adequate funds
are provided for school and community services in the
district of Columbia and in overseas areas where the
United States maintains armed forces.

Adopted by 43 Congresses

*13. PURE FOODS AND DRUGS

Federal legislation should provide for complete inspec-
tion of food, drug, and cosmetic establishments by the
Food and Drug Administration. Legislation should
require drug manufactorers to have adeqguate con-
trols to ensure the purity and safety of their products.
New drugs and medical devices should be proved effec~
tive as well as safe before they are allowed to be
marketed. Cosmetics should be provided safe before
they are placed on the market. Distributors of dan-
gerous habit-forming drugs should be required to keep
records on production and sales of such drugs and
to make these reports available for inspection.

Adopted Ly 43 Congresses

LIBRARY SERVICES
14. Public library service should be extended to all people

on an equitable basis.
Adopted by 44 Congresses

PEACE AND NATIONAL SECURITY
15. NATIONAL DEFENSE

In planning the stategy of the national security pro-
gram, the role of the schools should be carefully con-
sidered, because the security of this country and the
peace of the world today require a well-educated civil-
ign population as well as strong military force. A

{Continued on Page 6)
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LE

APPENDIX X

198688 (dentical with Legislation Program of 1962-63 and 1963-64.)

0BJECT: “To secure adequate laws for the care and protection of children and youth.”
National Bylaws, Article 11

NATIONAL
CONGRESS OF
PARENTS AND
TEACHERS

As adopted September 1962 by the National Board of Managers

GISLATION PROGRAM

The National Congress of Parents and Teachers is concerned with basic issues that may lead to legisla-
tion affecting: (1) the welfare of children and youth in the fields of education, social and economic well-
being, and child labor; (2) such environmental factors as radio, television, motion pictures, the press,
recreation, and safety education in its broadest sense; (3) federal agencies in education, health, juvenile
protection, and homemaking,; and (4) the promotion of world understanding and peace among nations.

—POLICIES AND PRACTICES

POLICIES

ACTION OF THE NATIONAL COMNGRESS OF PARENTS AND TEACHERS
on federal legislotion is determined at all times by previously
adopted legislation policies. These policies define the fields of
legislation that are within the scope of the parent-teacher
program and specify certain required qualifications. “Priority
ftems,” which must conform with these policies, define the
action proposed each year. These items are selected from
areas of concern to the National Congress in which federal
bills are pending or expected.

The “Policies” on the 1961-62 Legislation Program will prevail
until sufficient time has been allowed for study of, and subse-
quent vote on, the revised policies stated below. Not until a
minimum of thirty-one state congresses have reported their
epproval will these policies become effective. It is recom-
mended that state congresses provide reasonable time for
sudy before any policy item on the legislation program is
presented for approval or disapproval.

Since this statement, now adopted by the Board of Managers,
is a complete revision of the legislation policies, the new items
are not indicated by italics, as in past years. Every policy item
will need to be voted on.

BASIC REQUIREMENTS

1. Maximum Local Control

All federal legislation concerned with education and child
welfare must include provisions that will ensure maximum
local control.

2. Appropriations

Those federal offices and agencies responsible for carrying
out legislation concerned with education and child welfare
must be supported by funds adequate to meet the legislative
requirements.

3 B PSS RAIITIF 3T FETLATIRAY B ass
.

Federal grants tor states snould be made through the federal
AENCIES LIAL dIT LIUDL Sy s r s romes s e e with the legislative

1

enactment involved and then administered by the comparable
state and local agencies. (For example, federal funds for edu-
cation should be channeled through the U.S. Office of Edu-
cation, through state departments of education. to local school
districts, and should be administered with maximum local
control.)

EDUCATION

1. In order that the free public school system be maintained
and strengthened, federal funds for education must be appro-
priated for publicly controlled, tax-supported schools only,
for the purpose of increasing educational opportunity and
services among the states, with provisions ensuring maximum
local control and encouraging states to give their own best
support and to equalize educational opportunities and services
within their own boundaries.

2. Education beyond high school should be encouraged and
financial assistance provided for tax-supported institutions.

3. The United States Office of Education should be estab-
lished as an independent agency of government under the
general direction of a federal board of education. This board
should be composed of laymen appointed to long, overlapping
terms; it should have authority to appoint, and be advisory to,
the United States Commissioner of Education.

CHILD WELFARE
1. Child Labor

The child labor provisions of the Fair Labor Standards Act
should be maintained.

2. Child Life Research

The programs of child life research that are being carried on
by various federal agencies should be correlated and supported
by appropriations.

3. Health

Expandeq Ppublic health services and public health education
opportunities should be provided for all children and youth.
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Maternal and child health services and services for all handi-
capped children should be continued with the aid of federal
appropriations.

4. Juvenile Protection
Federal programs of juvenile protection should be developed:

a. To assist in the implementation of state laws when en-
vironmental factors are involved in the safety and welfare
of children and youth.

b. To provide funds for assistance to, and in cooperation
with, states in the study of causative factors in delinquency.

c. To strengthen and improve state and local programs for
control, treatment, and rehabilitation of juvenile delinquents.

5. Rural and Urban Services

The basic principles of equalization of education, recreation,
and health services for children and youth, with the improve-
ment of these services where needed, should be maintained
in rural areas and in densely populated urban areas. Similar
legislation should provide for children of migrant families.

6. School and Community Services Under the

United States Government
The federal government should see that adequate funds are
provided for school and community services in the District
of Columbia and in overseas areas where the United States
maintains armed forces.

7. Pure Foods and Drugs

Federal legislation should provide for complete inspection of
food, drug, and cosmetic establishments by the Food and Drug
Administration. Legislation should require drug manufac-
turers to have adequate controls to ensure the purity and
safety of their products. New drugs and medical devices
should be proved effective as well as safe before they are
allowed to be marketed. Cosmetics should be proved safe
before they are placed on the market. Distributors of danger-
ous habit-forming drugs should be required to keep records
on production and sales of such drugs and to make these
reports available for inspection.

LIBRARY SERVICES

Public library service should be extended to all people on an
equitable basis.

NATIONAL CONGRESS BULLE

PEACE AND NATIONAL SECURITY

1. National Defense

In planning the strategy of the national security program, the
role of the schools should be carefully considered, because
the security of this country and the peace of the world today
require a well-educated civilian population as well as a strong
military force. A major part of the national security rests upon
the ability to prepare young people for the discharge of their
military and civic responsibilities.

An adequate civilian reserve of manpower available for mili-
tary service should be developed, and a standing military force
sufficient to deter aggressors should be maintained. Every
effort should be made to meet the personnel needs of the
armed forces with the least interruption of high school and
post-high school education of youth—at the same time with
fair consideration for the needs of out-of-school youth.

2. International Relations

The United Nations should be supported as the best available
instrument for world peace. Ditigent efforts for international
cooperation should be made through use of United Nations
channels—to improve the economic, social, physical, and
spiritual welfare of all children and youth.

The program of the United Nations Children’s Fund
(UNICEF) should be continued. The National Congress sup-
ports in principle the work of other specialized agencies—
such as the United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cul-
tural Organization (UNESCOQ), the World Health Organiza-
tion (WHO), the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAQ),
and the Bureau of Technical Assistance Operations (TAO).

The National Congress supports a broad program of cultural
and educational exchange between the United States and other
countries, and assistance by the United States in the training
of teachers and other professional and technical personnel for
other countries.

POSTAL RATES

The National Congress will oppose increases in the special
postal rates for the mailing of library books and educa-
tional materials, and for second-class mailings by nonprofit
organizations.

PRIORITY ITEMS

Proposed Action Based on Approved Policies

DURING THE CURRENT YEAR THE NATIONAL CONGRESS OF PARENTS
AND TEACHERS considers possible legislation in the following
areas of first importance. It urges state congresses, councils,
local units, and individual members to watch developments,
study issues involved, and be prepared to take prompt action
when requested by state chairmen of legislation.

School Assistance

The effective solution of problems caused by the acute short-
age of educational facilities for the nation’s children requires
action at all levels of government: local, state, and federal.
Despite maximum efforts from states and communities to
finance school educational requirements, the need for assist-
ance from the federal government still egists.

-

2

The National Congress will continue to use its influence to
secure legislation that will provide financial support from the
federal government to states to meet present needs.

Juvenile Delinquency

The National Congress will continue to support legislation to
provide assistance to, and cooperation with, states in strength-
ening and improving state and local programs for the pre-
vention and treatment of juvenile delinquency.

Child Labor

The National Congress will oppose legislation that would
weaken the protective child labor provisions of the Fair Labor
Standards Act. .

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



Agricultural Migrant Families

The ‘National Congress will continue to support legislation
providing for the education. health, safety, and welfare of the
children of agricultural migrant families.

food and Drug Protection

The National Congress will support legislation to strengthen
the powers of the Food and Drug Administration to inspect
food, drug, and cosmetic establishments, and to ensure the
purity and safety of their products.

international Relations

The National Congress will continue to support appropri-
ations for the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF),
to ensure & continued and expanded health and welfare pro-
gram for the world’s children.

Postal Rates

The National Congress will oppose increases in the special
postal rates for the mailing of library books and educa-
tional materials, and for second-class mailings by nonprofit
organizations,

Appropriations for Federal Offices and Agencies

The National Congress will support appropriations for the
following agencies (explained below):

1. Department of Health, Education, and Welfare:
a. Office of Education
b. Children’s Bureau

TIONAL CONGRESS BULLETIN

¢. Bureau of Family Services
d. Food and Drug Administration
e. Public Health Service

2. Department of Agriculture:
a. Agricultural Marketing Service, Food Distribution Di-
vision (for the National School Lunch Program)

b. Agricultural Research Service, Institute of Home Eco-
nomics

¢. Federal Extension Service

3. Department of Labor:
a. Bureau of Labor Standards
b. Wage and Hour and Public Contracts Divisions

4, Department of Defense (for the program of overseas de-
pendents’ schools and services)

CONTINUING CONCERNS

PRIORITY iTEMS of other years. which are still the concern of
this organization, have included support of legislation to
release surplus government materials to the proper public
agencies for use in developing programs of education, health,
and recreation; to abolish block booking and blind selling of
motion picture films; to provide certain appropriations for
the extension divisions of state universities and land-grant
colleges; and to prohibit radio or television broadcasting of
advertisements of alcoholic beverages. They have included
also opposition to legislation that would legalize a national
lottery.

FUNCTIONS OF FEDERAL OFFICES AND AGENCIES
(As Defined by the U.S. Government)

Office of Education is the principal agency of the federal govern-
ment responsible for formulating educational policy and coordi-
nating educational activities at the national level. Its major func-
tions are: (1) to collect and disseminate information with respect
10 education in the states and in other countries; (2) to make
studies and provide services of a national character; (3) to evaluate
educational and social trends affecting education; (4) to identify
some of the larger problems in education calling for immediate
fesearch and action programs; (5) to provide major leadership and
mpetus for educational research; (6) to provide professional edu-
ational advisory service primarily based on findings of research
and to aid in improving educational practice; and (7) to administer
prants-in-aid to education.

The Office of Education administers federal funds made available
1o the states through the National Defense Education Act of 1958
and assists in the administration of the Juvenile Delinquency Youth
Offenses Control Act of 1961. It also administers federal funds for
vocational education, schools in federally impacted areas, library
services, and land-grant colleges.

Children’s Bureau has a dual purpose: (1) to investigate and report
on all matters related to child hfe_ and (2) to increase opportunity
for the full development of all children by promoting their health
and social welfare. It makes studies of conditions that affect the
well-being of children; it provides a clearinghouse of research in
child life by collecting and distributing information regarding re-
search studies under way 1n universities, schools, hospitals, child
research centers, and other public and private agencies throughout
the country. It administers (through its Division of Health Services)
federal grants to the states for maternal and child care and for
trippled children’s services; also (through its Division of Social

s st agencies for child

Vie_...
i . . : and private agen-
el sonnel for services

10 juvenle UCUUQUOILS (uaarsrep o of Juvenile Delin-

QUen: v v vies s
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Bureau of Family Services administers grants to help states pro-
vide public assistance under the Social Security Act, including aid
to dependent children. Public assistance includes financial aid,
medical care, and other social services to help recipients achieve
their potentialities for self-care, self-support, and strong family life.
The extent of financial aid and the provision of services vary
between states, reflecting the state's traditions, legislative and
administrative structures., community concern, and assistance
appropriations,

The state plan must provide for the program to be in effect in all
parts of the state, and for state financial participation. A single state
agency must administer the program or supervise its administration.

The Social Security Act defines the scope of federal participation,
but does not limit the breadth of state operations.

Food and Drug Administratiop protects the consumer (the family)
by preventing the misbranding or adulteration of foods, drugs,
medical devices, and cosmetics in interstate commerce. This agency
is also responsible for policing illegal drug traffic (except narcotics)
and enforcing the law requiring safety information on labels of
hazardous substances.

Public Health Service is specifically charged with responsibilities
for protecting and improving the health of the people of the nation.
It is also responsible for collaborating with governments of other
countries and with international organizations in world health
activities. The major functions of the service are: (1) to conduct
and support research and training in the medical and related
sciences, and in public health methods and administration; (2) to
provide medical and hospital services to persons authorized to
receive care from the Service, to aid in the development of the
nation’s hospital and related facilities. and to prevent the intro-
duction of communicable diseases into the United States and its
p}?SSGSSlan;'and (3) to assist the states and other governments in
the application of new knowledge for prevention and control of
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disease, the maintenance of a healthful environment, and the de-
velopment of community health services. The seven National
Institutes of Health, the principal research arm of the Public
Health Service, are concerned with the extension of basic knowl-
edge regarding the health problems of man and how to cope with
them. These seven institutes carry on research in seven areas:
cancer, heart diseases, allergy and infectious diseases, arthritis
and metabolic diseases. dental health, mental health, and neuro-
logical diseases and blindness.

Through its Bureau of State Services the Public Health Service
gives general direction to activities in the areas of community
health and environmental health—for the prevention, treatment,
and control of diseases, and for the prevention or control of en-
vironmental health hazards.

Agricultural Marketing Service, Food Distribution Division, ad-
ministers the National School Lunch Program, in which some
63,000 schools participate. Through grants-in-aid to states, author-
ized by the National School Lunch Act of 1946, the Agricultural
Marketing Service provides financial assistance to public and pri-
vate schools (of high school grade or under) operating nonprofit
school lunch programs. Funds are allocated on the basis of need
for assistance and number of meals served.

Agricultural Research Service, which carries on activities in five
main areas of work, includes the Institute of Home Economics.
The Institute has the responsibility of studying one of these areas:
nutrition and consumer-use research, which is concerned with de-
veloping new knowledge about human nutrition: nutritive values
of foods; effective consumer use of food, clothing, and textiles,
the house, its equipment and facilities; and efficient management
of money, time, and other family resources.

Federal Extension Service, in cooperation with the land-grant
colleges and county governments, brings to rural communities

NATIONAL CONGRESS BULL

the results of continuing research of special concern to them.
County extension agents (located in nearly all the counties of the
United States) take the lead in organizing their counties for pro-
gram development in which farm and other families concerned,
technicians, and administrative workers plan together to combine
scientific information, local experience, and government aids into
local programs.

Bureau of Labor Standards, among its various functions, is con-
cerned with child labor and youth employment. It conducts re-
search and serves as a center of information and advisory service
on conditions and programs in this field. It develops standards for
chiid labor regulations and hazardous occupations orders issued
by the Secretary of Labor under the Fair Labor Standards Act, and
gives advisory service to states on issuance_ of age certificates ac-
cepted under provisions of the Act. It serves as liaison with the
Wage and Hour and Public Contracts Divisions on child labor
matters.

Wage and Hour and Public Contracts Divisions (headed by a single
administrator) are assigned the following responsibilities: (1) to
develop nation-wide policies and programs for the administration
of the Fair Labor Standards Act and the Walsh-Healy Public Con-
tracts Act; (2) to issue regulations and interpretations; (3) to con-
duct economic research; (4) to devise certification standards for
learners, apprentices, and handicapped workers; and (5) to estab-
lish prevailing minimum wage rates under the Public Contracts
Act. Both acts—Fair Labor Standards and Public Contracts—con-
tain provisions for the protection of child workers in industries
operating or producing for shipment in interstate and foreign
comimerce.

Department of Defense has jurisdiction over schools attached to
military bases, each of which is administered by the department
directly concerned—Army, Navy, or Air Force.

Extra copies of this Legislation Program are available
from your state congress office or from the:

NATIONAL CONGRESS OF PARENTS AND TEACHERS
700 NORTH RUSH STREET
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611

Price: $1.50 for 100 copies; $10.00 for 1,000 copies
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APPENDIX Y
SCHOOLS UNDER FIRE BY PRESSURE GROUPSl

By Bruce Boissat, Washington Correspondent,
Newspaper Enterprise Assn.

WASHINGTON-~Instances of critical pressure from conservative
groups against the nation's public schools are running at about the rate
of 325 a year. With 10,000 U, S. school districts, perhaps one district
in every 30 is affected. As the new school season gets under way, pro-

fessional educators are watching for signs that the wave of assaults may
mount higher,

Most commonly, the criticisms allege some sort of subversion in,
the schools. Critics direct their fire at school boards, school admini-
strators, teachers, teaching and testing methods, textbooks, general
content of school courses.

Outside the regular school framework, pressure is most heavily
applied through parent-teacher organizations, the newspapers, and civic
or political organizations.

In five states=<-Arizona, Montana, North Dakota, Kansas and Okla-
homa--groups of interested citizens have beaten down efforts by right-
wing people to take control of state-wide Parent-Teacher Associations,

W. R. Fulton, University of Oklahoma education professor, says
that nevertheless, "extremists" in 20 states have gained election to
some PTA offices.

He says some of the more aggressive critics openly advocate high-
pressure tactics, including harassing telephone calls to public officials
and school personnel,

Well documented are cases--one involving a pupil acting at his
suspicious parents' behest=-where tape recorders have been introduced

into a room to monitor either teachers or persons openly combatting right-
wing critics.

1Reprinted in Montana Parent-Teacher, November, 196k, p. 10.
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Though any connection obviously is impossible to prove, two persons,
one a tgacher in California and the other a school superintendent in
Ohio, died of heart attacks after long harassment.

Already fully publicized are the many instances of resignation by
teachers and school administrations. Generally, these people are quickly
rehired by schools in other areas.

On record are a number of cases where school janitors, as employ-
ees of sufficiently long tenure to "know the territory," have been
employed as spies against teachers and principals.

It would be wholly wrong to suggest there is no need at all for
vigilance against Communist or other subversion in the school system.
FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover frequently warns that schools and colleges
are an inviting target for Red infiltration.

But there are absolutely no statistics with which to document
specifically any possible infiltration. No figures exist to justify
sweeping charges that subversion runs rampant in America's schools.

Edwin W, Davis, a National Education Association official who
constantly studies the criticisms of schools and educators, says some
150 of the 1,800 or more right-wing organizations in the nation are at
one time or another involved in attacks on the schools.

Many criticisms are simply ignored. But, suggests Davis, when
critics reach the point of trying to get a good teacher fired, or censor
a textbook, or alter the whole course of training in a school, then
educators and citizens eager to protect what they consider a good school
system must move,

Professional educators believe that in far too many beleagured
school districts, the defenders walt dangerously long before taking
alarm,

-==-~From Great Falls Leader, Sept. 11, 196L
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APPENDIX Z

SURVEY OF THE HISTORY OF LOCAL UNITS
OF THE PARENT TEACHER ASSOCIATION IN MONTANA

I. HISTORY OF YOUR PTA UNIT
A, Background

1.
2.
3.

h.
5.
6.

Te
8.

9

10.

Names of unit.

Located at , Montana

(Check One)” Grade School Unit Junior High School
High School Unit Other

Date Unit was organizeds Year Month Day

District or State Officer who assisted in the Organization
and Institution of your local Unit.

Number Members when unit first organized
Present Membership

Number Life Members ~Names

Does your unit function under a constitution? Yes

No

Date your constitution was last approved. _
(According to the By-laws of the Montana Congress of PTA,
the constitution of the local unit should be approved
every five years.) '

(Check answers which apply) Does your unit send delegates
Regularly Occasionally Never
Last year
to a. District Convention b. State Convention
c. State PTA Workshop d. City Council
e. County Council f. Other

How does your unit raise funds to finance the activities
of the PTA?

B. CONTRIBUTIONS AND PURPOSES OF YOUR PTA UNIT

1.
2.

3.

’-Lo

Why was PTA organized in your school or community?

Name the Men and Women who were helpful in organizing PTA
in your community.

In what ways is the PTA important in your community? How
has it promoted better public relations between the school
and the community?

What are the future goals of your PTA?
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5. The National Congress of Parents and Teachers is an educa-
tional organization that seeks to unite the forces of home,
school, and community in behalf of children and youth. Space
has been left after each of the National Objectives to tell
h§W‘well and in what ways your local PTA has fulfilled that
object,

a, To promote the welfare of children and youth in home,
school, church, and community.

b, To raise the standards of home life,

c. To secure adequate laws for the care and protection of
children and youth.

d. To bring into closer relation the home and the school,
that parents and teachers may cooperate intelligently
in the training of the child,

e. To develop between educators and the general public such
united efforts as will secure for every child the

highest advantages in physical, mental, social, and
spiritual education,

IXI. PARTICIPATION IN THE STATE AND NATIONAL PTA PROGRAMS

A. STATE
1l. Does your unit contribute to the State Scholarship Fund?
Yes No . 1If answer 1is yes, how much?

2. Does your unit observe Founders'! Day?
Does your unit send a Founders' Day Gift to the State?
3. Do the committees in your unit make use of materials from

the following State and National Committees? (Check either
yes or no,)

Juvenile Protection Yes No
Legislation Yes No
Parent and School Education Yes No
Recreation Yes No
Civil Defense Yes No
BExceptional Child Yes No
Membership Yes No
Program and Founders'’ Day Yes No
Safety Yes No
Summer Round-Up Yes No
National Parent-Teacher Yes No
Magazine
Other:
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e Does your unit send news of its activities regularly to the

Montana Parent Teacher, the State PTA Bulletin? Yes
No

5. Does your unit regularly subscribe to the Montana Parent

Teacher
For Officers Yes No
For Officers and Members Yes No
Members pay for own subscriptions Yes No
Officers pay for own subscriptions Yes No

Number of Subscriptions sent in last year to the
Montana Parent Teacher

B. NATIONAL

1. Do your officers subscribe for the National Parent Teacher
Magazine? Yes No
2. Number of subscriptions sent in last year?
3. Did your unit give support to the National Headquarters
Fund in the years it was called for? Yes No
L. Does your unit sponsor study groups? Yes No
If yes, describe groups; topics used, number meetings per
year, and other pertinent information,

III. IMPORTANT PEOPLE IN YOUR UNIT

YEAR
1957
1956
1955
1954
1953
1952
1951
1950
1949
1948
19L7
19L6
19L5
19hh
1943
1942
1941

Beginning with your most recent set of officers; please list back
to the beginning of your Unit, the following officers:

PRESIDENT VICE=-PRESIDENT SECRETARY TREASURER
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YEﬁR PRESIDENT  VICE-PRESIDENT SECRETARY TREASURER
1940

1939
1938
1937
1936
1935
193L
1933
1932
1931
1930
1929
1928
1927
1926
1925
1924
1923
1922
1921
1920
1919
1918
1917
1916
1915
191k
1913
1912
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APPENDIX AA

MILESTONES ALONG THE WAY

® A capsule history of the National Congress from the time of its founding in 1897 through 1962.

1897 —February 17-19, organization meeting

of the National Congress of Mothers in Wash.
ington, D. C, attended by 2,000. Alice Mec.
Lellan Bimey (Mrs. Theodore W. Birney)
elected president. Reception given by Mrs.
Grover Cleveland in the White House. Na.
tional Office opened in Washington, D. C.
New York State Congress organized.

1898 —National convention of National Con-
sreas of Mothers, Washington, D. C.; Mrs.

irney, president. Constitution and Bylaws
adopted. Resolutions included support of
efforts to establish chairs of Paidology, or the
Science of the Child, in  universities and
normal schools,

1899 —National convention, Washington,
D. C.; Mrs. Birney, president. Extension of
juvenile court and probation system adopted
as Congress work. Pennsylvania Congress
organized. Loan papers on child nurture
prepared for use of mothers’ circles and
parent-teacher clubs. Book lists for mothers
and children published. Resolutions included
petition for a national health bureaa.

1900 —National convention, Des Moines,
Iowa; Mrs. Birney, president. Connecticut,
lowa, Illinois, and New Jersey congresses or-
ganized. Congress incorporated under laws of
District of Columbia, Plans made to publish
an officisl organ, The Quarterly Report.

1901 —National convention, Columbus, Ohio
Mrs. Birney, president. Authorized dues of
five cents per capita, to be sent to the Na-
tional Congress. Ohio Congress organized.

1902 —National convention, Washington,
D. C. Mrs. Birney resigned; Mrs, Frederic
Schoff elected president. A nursery
shown at the convention was said to be the
most complete one ever assembled. California
Congress organized.

1903 -~National convention, Detroit; Mrs.
Schoff, president. Commitiee on Sanctity of
Marriage established. Proposal to revise con-
stitution adopted. Resolutions recommended
special instruction for all persons in charge
of dependent and delinquent children.

1904—National convention, Chicago; Mrs.
Schofl, presideit. Resolutions advocated more

adequate marriage and divorce laws and laws.

to prevent children under sixteen from werk-
ing at night and the illiterate under sixteen
from working at all. .
1905 —National convention, Washington,
D. C.; Mrs. Schoff, president. Voted to hold
in 1908 an International Cougress on the
Welfare of the Child. Voted to publish an

These “Milestones” provide a rich source
of background information for PTA publicity
and programs, whether for Membership Enroll.
ment Month or for Foundars Day. Selected
items used in Founders Day plays, pageants, or
march-of-time presentations, for example, will
contribute to better understanding of the
PTA ond its purposes. ) .

official magazine. Orcgon, Idsho, Washing-
ton, and District of Columbia congresses
organized. Resolutions endorsed federal aid
for education of all children in kindergartens

and elementary schools in any part of the
country,

V906—National convention, scheduled to
meet in Los Angeles, postponed because of
San Francisco fire. Board of Managers met
in Minneapolis in May. Georgia and Arizona
congresses organized. First issue of the Na-
tional Congress of Mothers Magazine (now
The PTA Magazine), The Quarterly Report
having been discontinued. The national presi-
dent spoke on juvenile court and probation
work before a joint session of Canadian Parlia-
ment. Pure Food Bill, actively supported by
the National Congress of Mothers, passed.
Motion adopted disapproving affiliation of the
Congress with commercial organizations.

1907 —National convention, Los Angeles;
Mrs, Scho#f, president, Colorado Congress
organized. Death of Mrs. Birney, Founder,
December 20. President requested to make
a report to the British Parliament on juvenile
courts in the United States.

1908 —National convention took form ef
First International Congress on the Welfare
of the Child, meeting in Washington, D. C.
Mrs. Schofl, president. Cooperation given by
the U.S. Department of State and President
Theodore Roosevelt. In reply to invitations
sent by the Department of State, representa-
tives from twelve countries on four continents
attended, the Minister of Justice from Vienna
came, and governors of thirty-one states sent
delegates. Official name became Natioral Con-
gress of Mothers and Parent-Teacher Associa-
tions. Delegates were appointed to Interna-
lion;ll(Iongrese on Home Education in Brussels
in 1910.

1909-—-National convention, New Otrleans;
Mrs. Schofl, president. National departments
of Good Roads and Rural School Improve-
ment, Child Hygiene, Country Life, Publicity,
Marriage Sanctity, and Membership were
established. Invitation sent to Home Educa-
tion Congress of Belgium to meet in Wash-
ington, D. C., in 1911 at the Second Interna-
tional Congress on Child Welfare. Mississippi,
Rhode Island, and Texas congresses organized.
Voted that Child Labor Committee should
investigate conditions in all states concerning
employment of children.

1910 —~National convention, Denver, Colo-
rado; Mrs. Schoff, president. Founders Day,
February 17, known first as Child Welfare
Day, established, Massachusetts and Wiscon.
sizr congresses organized. Resolutions endorsed
work of physicians to protect women and
children from ~venereal disease; advocated
supervision of motion pictures and vaudeville
by local organizations because of demoraliz-
ing influence on children and youth; and
asked that mothers of the country use their
influence for a wiser and saner celebration
of the Fourth of July,

V9131 —National convention took form of
Second International Congress on Child Wel-
fare, meeting in Washington, D. C., April
25-May 2; Mrs. Schofl, president. Voted to

work {or mothers’ pension laws in every state.
Cooperation with lnternational Kindergarten
Union and with Religious Education Associa-
tion established. Alabama, Tennessee, and
Delaware congresses organized.

1912 —National convention, St. Louis; Mrs.
Schoff, president. Conference arranged at
meeting of Religions Education Association
in Cleveland. Missouri, Indiana, and Vermont
congresses organized, The U.S. Department
of State, at the request of the Congress, sent
invitations to other nations to attend Third
International Congress on the Welfare of the
Child in 1914. Hot lunch projeets, sponsored
by parent-teacher associations, were carried
on in many schools.

1913 National convention, Boston; Mrs.
Schoff, president. Department of Parents'
Aassociations in Churches established. Home
Education Division of the Bureau of Educs-
tion established by U.S. Commissioner of
Education as the first federal recognition of
parents as educators; Mrs. Schoff appointed
director. New Hampshire Congress organized.

1914 __National convention and Third Inter-
national Congress on Child Welfare beld in
Washington, D. C:; Mres. Schoff, president.
China’s representative asked the president to
come to China in 1915 to organize a National
Congress of Mothers, Bulgaria represented by
a delegate, and U.S. Departments of State,
Agriculture, Interior, Labor, and Health off-
cially represented on program. Kansas Con-
gress organized.

1915 —National convention, Portland, Ore-
gon; Mrs. Schoff, president, Endowment Fund
started with individual gifts of $1,000 each
from four s of the gress,  Mary-
land, Montana, Nenth Dakota, South Dakota,
and New Mexico congresses organized. Recom-
mended that schools provide practical educa-
tion for motherhood and homemaking and
that the work of the National Playgrounds
Association be endorsed and supported.

1918-—National convention, Nashville, Ten-
nessee; Mrs. Schofl, president. Resolutions
recommended wise and effective method of
censorship of moving pictures and urged that
English be taught to every foreign-horn mother
immediately on her arrival in this country.
Maine Congress organized. Annual joint con-
ference of National Congress and Home Edu-
cation Division, U.S. Buresu of Edueation,
in Kansas City, Missouri.

1917 —National convention, Washington,
D. C.; Mrs. Scheff, president. Joint conference
with the N.E.A. Department of Superintend.
ence, Kansas City, Missouri. Twenty Years'
Work jor Child Welfare published by National
Congress. ’

1918 —National convention, Atlantic City;
Mrs. Schoff, president. United Service Club
for Enlisted Men operated in Washington,
D. C., by National Congress with cooperation
of District of Columbia War-Camp Community
Recreation Service, Headquarters purchased
in Washington, D. C., and dedicated to service
of enlisted men during World War I. Kentucky
and Michigan congresses organized. Field
services begun with one fieldworker.
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V919_National convention, Kansas City,
Missouri; Mrs. Schoff, president. Invitation
extended to hold International Child Welfare
Conference in the United States in 1920 under
auspices of the Congress of Mothers and
Parent-Teacher Associations. North Carolina
Congress organized.

1920-—Twenty-fourth national convention,

Madison, Wisconsin; Mrs, Schoff, president.
Mrs. Milton P. Higgins elected president.
Headquarters building sold. Space for Na-
tional Office rented in building of National
Education Associgtion. President of Congress
among ten delegates chosen 1o represent
United States at Suimwennial Meeting of
International Council of Women in Christiana,
Norway, in September 1920.

V921_National convention, Washington,
D. C.; M. Higgins, president. Committee
appointed to decide on pin for the Congress.
Plan adopted for organizing parent-teacher
associations in South America. Virginia and
Florida congresses organized. First course in
parent-teacher work given at Columbia Uni-
versity during summer session.

1922__National convention, Tacoma, Wash-
ington; Mre. Higgins, president. Participated
in Congress of Child Welfare held in Mexico.
Nebrasks Congress organized. Resolutions re-
affirmed stand for reduction of armaments by
international agreement, Oak tree adopted as
official emblem.

1923 _National convention, Louisville; Mys.
Higgins, president. Mrs. A. H. Reeve elected
president. Louisiana, yoming, Oklahoma,
Minnesota, South Carolina, and West Virginia
congresses organized. Plans discussed for
writing parent-teacher textbook.

1924 _Nationa) convention, St. Paul, Minne-
sota; Mrs, Reeve, president. New name,
National Congress of Parents and Teachers,

dopted. Parent her association organized
in Brazil. Voted $2,000 for National Country
Life demonstration in rural schools in North
Dakota and Nebraska. Voted to cooperate with
the American Home Economies Association in
its international conference in 1926. Voted to
assure Amervican Child Health Association
of cooperation in May Day program.

1925__National convention, Austin, Texas;
Mrs. Reeve, president. Voted that the national
president represent Congress at International
Child Welfare Conference in Geneva, August
1925. Inaugurated & nation-wide health proj-
ect, the Summer Round-Up of the Children.
New name, National Congress of Parents and
Teachers, recorded and new charter issued.
Arksnsas and Utah congresses organized.

1926 —National convention, Atlanta, Geor-
gin; Mrs. Reeve, president. Committee on
Spiritual Education created. Committee on
Social Standards reestablished. Invited by
World Federation of Education Associations
1o conduct a section hereafter at international
meetings. Hawaii Congress organized.

1927 —National convention, QOakland, Cali-
fornia: Mrs. Reeve, president. Voted to co-
operate with Religious Education Association
and with Drama League of America and send
a representative to Leacue conveniion. Voted
that Founders Day gift be divided between
Narional Congress and staie branches, each
to receive one half. President represented the
Congress at second biennial meeting of World
Federation of Education Associations in
Toronto. International Federstion of Home
sand School organized in Toronto, Canada:
Mrs. Reeve clected its first president.

1928 National convention, Cleveland, Ohio;
Mrs. Reeve, president. Mrs. S. M. N, Marrs
¢lected president. Parents and Teachers, or-
ganization's first textbook, published. President
attended Conference on Education in Hawaii,
called by President Coolidge. National Con-
gress represented by its president at Fifth

an American Congress on the Child, Havana,
Cuba.

1929__National convention, Washington,
D. C.; Mrs. Marrs, president. Impetus given
te parent education program through grant
from Laura Spelman Rockefeller Foundation.
Seven cardinal principles of education adopted
8s basis of program. Parent-teacher credit
courses given in 17 colleges. County councils
promoted. Published 4 New Force in Educa.
tion, the proceedings of a conference held
under the auspices of Teachers College,
Columbia University, and the Congress.

1930_National convention, Denver; Mrs.
Marrs, president. Mrs. Hugh Bradford elected
president. Voted to establish a new Committee
on liliteracy 10 he placed under the Depart-
ment of Education. Voted to establish com-
mittees-at-large on Parent Education, Publi-
cations, Program Service, and Rural Life.
Delegate appointed to Pan-Pacific Conference
in Honolulu, Appointed Committee of Co-
operation between National Education Asso-
cigtion and National Congress. Thirty repre-
sentatives, including national president,
attended White House Conference on Child
Health and Protection.

193¥_National convention, Hot Springs,
Arkansas; Mrs. Bradford, president. National
Office enlarged and new quarters taken in
N.E.A. Building in Washington. National Con-
terence on Parent Education called by the U.S.
Commissioner of Education at the suggestion
and with the cooperation of the National
Congress.

1932 _National convention, Minneapolis;
Mrs. Bradford reelected president. Commit-
tees created: Radio, Exceptional Child, In-
ternational Relations. Parent education em-
phasized. Local units urged to expand services
so that children would not sufier during
financial depression. Congress was one of
the national groups that sponsored first
National Conference on Homemaking Eduea-
tion, held in connection with National Con-
g£ress convention.

1933.-.National convention, Seattle; Mrs.
Bradford, president. President participated in
Citizens Conference on the Crisis in Educa-
tion, called by President Hoover. Local
associations urged to continue emergency
services to children affected by financial de-
pression. Special project in nutrition under-
taken. National Congress Bulletin began pub-
lication.

1934__National convention, Des Moines;

Mrs. Bradlord, president. Mrs. B. F. Lang.
worthy elected president. Bylaws amended
to provide for three-year instead of two-year
term of office for national president with no
second term. First series of nation-wide radio
broadcasts insugurated in cooperation with
National Broadcasting Company snd Univer-
sity of Chicago, Participated in conference on
Child Health Recovery called by Secretary of
Labor. Virginia Congress and Cooperative
Association of Virginia merged as branch of
National Congress. Commended by National
Education Association for work done to save
schools during the depression.

1935 _National convention, Miami, Florida;
Mrs. Langworthy, president. Procedures for
legislation adopted. National president at-

tended meetings of International Federation
of Home and School and World Federation
of Education Associations in Oxford, England.
National Congress became an associate mem-
ber of the American Council on Education.

1936—National convention, Milwaukee: Mrs.

Langworthy, president. Special cachst de-
signed to be used for fortieth anniversary.
Trafic Safety Education project inaugurated
with grant from Automotive Safety Founda-
tion. Delegates sent to Triennial Conference
of Associated Country Women of the World.
National Congress invited 1o conduct a PTA
Day at Chautauqua. State congresses grouped
into eight regions on basis of membership,
population, mileage area, and opportunities
for parent-teacher service.

1937 —National convention, Richmond, Vir-
ginia; Mrs. Langworthy, president. Mrs. J.
K. Pettengill elected presideni, Three-year
administration theme: “Life, Liberty, and the
Pursuit of Happiness." State president’s pin
adopted. President represented the Congress
at meeting of World Federation of Education
Associations in Japan and visited Hawaii

ongress on return trip. Joint committee
with American Home Economics Association
appointed. Congress represented st Third
inter-American Conference at Mexico City.

1938 —National convention, Salt Lake City;
Mrs. Pettengill, president. New committees
created: Publicity, Program Service, and
Procedure and Bylaws. National Congress
selected as one of four sponsers of American
Education Week., Seminar on parent-teacher
work conducted at National Office. President
participated in nation-wide World Good Will
Day broadcast. National Congress represented
on National Committee for Better Care for
Mothers and Babies. Adopted a check list for
approval of state bylaws.

V939 Forty-third national convention, Cin-
cinnati; Mrs. Pettengill, president. Standing

ittees on Hum Education and Stu.
dent Aid discontinued, their wotk being
absorbed by other commitiees. Standing Com-
mittee on Citizenship created. National Office
moved from Washington, D, C., to Chicago,
Illinois. Zone conferences held in Dallas,
Texas; Omaha, Nebraska; and Minneapolis,
Minnesota. President attended World Con-
gress on Education for Democracy, New York
City. Upon invitation of Secretary of Agricul-
ture, delegates sent to Rural-Urban Women’s
Conference. Congress represented on National
Anti-Syphilis Committee.

1940-—National convention, Omaha; Mrs.
Petiengill, president. Mrs. William Kletzer
elected president. Administration theme, “The
Child in His Community.” Congress repre-
sented on National Committee on Education
and Defense. All historical data of the Con-
gress bound and placed in permanent files of
Katharine Chapin Higgins Memorial Library
in National Office. Congress participated in
1940 White House Conference on Children
in a Democracy. Nevada Congress organized.

1941-_National convention, Boston; Mre.
Kletzer, president. Special committee on com-
munity school lunch appointed end school
lunch program inaugurated on nation-wide
basis. National president attended conven-
tion of Hawaii Congress. National defense
program adopted by National Board of Man-
agers. Victory Book Campaign sponsored,
Nine-point Permanent Platform adopted. Na-
tional president proclasimed October as mem-
bership month. First nation-wide Founders
Day broadcast by national president arcanged
through courtesy of Columbia Broadcasting
System. National president served as member

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



of Findings Commitiee for Emetgency Saf
Conference called by the U.S. Prcui:i‘;nt.a v

V942 —_National convention,
Mrs, Kletzer, president. All Congress groups

led upon to unite in war effort, Voted
that boundaries of regions be revised. Alice
McLellan Birney Memorial dedicated in Mar-
ietta, Georgia. National president accepted
membership on Wartime Commission, U.S.
Office of Education, and on Commission on
Children in Wartime, U.S, Children's Buregu,
Special wartime edition of National Congress
Bulletin and a War Hundbook published.
President accepted invitation to serve on
Planning Committee for Eighth Pan American
Child Conference. Organization participated
in summer institute conducted by World
Federation of Education Associstions. Na-
tional president participated in bpation-wide
radio program from the White House in
connection with the Foundation for Infantile
Paralysis campaign.

San  Antonio;

1943 _National convention in Chicago can-

celed because of war conditions affecting
transportation, Mrs, Kletzer, president. Mrs,
William A. Hastings elected president. Work-
shop conferences at National Board meeting,
Chicage, in May, substituted for national
convention program. Special committee ap-
pointed to study problem of juvenile delin-
guency. Two emergency conferences of eastern
state presidents called to discuss curtailment
of local meetings due to gasoline shortages.
Congress cooperated in High School Victory
Corps program. Cooperated with professional
relations institutes conducted under the aus-
ices of the N.E.A.-sponsored Victory Garden
Togram,

1944—National convention, New York City;
Mrs. Hastings, president, Three new stand-
ing committees created: School Lunch, Co-
operation with Colleges, and Preschool Service.
Work of Audio-Visual Education Commitiee
taken over by two committees to be known
as Radio and Visual Education. President at-
tended White House Conference called to dis-
cuss how women could share in postwar policy
making. Organization participated in Physical
Fitness Program and in National Workshop
conducted by National Child Labor Com-
mittee, endorsing Child Labor Manifeste.
Represented at White House Conference on
Rural Education,

1945 _National convention canceled because
of wartime transportation difficulties. Mrs.
Hastings, president. Executive Committee, act-
ing on behalf of National Board, met in
Chicago. Organizstion chosen one of four
educational associations fto send representa-
tives as consultants 10 U.S. Depariment of
State delegation at United Nations Conference
on International Organization in San Fran-
cisco, and national president served as one
of the educational consullamis. Cooperated
with University of lowa in holding first work-
shop on home-school cooperation. Cooperated
with Northwestern University (Evanston, Ili-
nois) in three-day workshop on language and
reading problems in postwar America. Spon-
sored regional safety conferences in four cities.
Board of Managers adopled statement on sup-
port of United Nations organization.

1946 —Annual convention, Denver; Mrs.
Hastings, president. Mrs. L. W, Hughes
elected president. Committee on World Citi.
zenship replaced committees on Citizenship
and on International Relations, National presi.
dent appointed member of Citizens’ Federal
Committee on Education. National Congress
one of 60 organizations appointed 1o national
commission to advise U.S. Department of State

in regard 10 United Nations Educational,
Scientific, and Cultural Organization (UNE-.
SCO). With Northwestern University, spon-
sored three-week credit course on parent-
teacher leadership. Represented at Natiopal
Conference on Prevention and Contsol of
Juvenile Delinquency calied by Attorney
General. President announced Four-Point Pro-
gram for the administration, to concentrate
the united efforts of all PTA’s on school
education, health, world understanding, and
parent and fsmily life education. Board of
Managers adopted resolution recommending
$2,400 a year as minimum beginning salary
for 1eachers who are college graduates with
full professional training,

1947 _Golden Jubilee convention, Chicago;
Mrs, Hughes, president. Established three.
year project at Northwestern University to
train prospective and in-service teachers in
effective home-schoal relations. Special Golden
Jubilee Founders Day ceremonies held at
Birney Memorial. International radio broadcast
commemorating fiftieth anniversary presented
on Founders Day in cooperation with Canadian
Federation of Home and School and Home and
School Council of Great Britain. Organization
sponsored international education Project.—
filling kits of persenal and classroom supplies
for teachers in war-devastated countries: near-
ly 3,000 kits, valued at $75,000, shipped over-
seas. President appointed by U.S. State De-
paniment as member of U.S. National Com-
mission for UNESCO. Congress brought all
safety chairmen 10 Washington, D. C., for con-
terence. Jubiice History published, first com-
plete biography of the organization.

1948—Annual convention, Cleveland: Mra.
Hughes, president. Health Conference, Chi-
cago, for state health cheirmen. Sponsored
introduction of Local Public Health Services
Act of 1948. International education projects
by local units: CARE packages and courtesies
to exchange teachers. President attended
Ninth Pan American Child Congress in Vene-
zuela; visited PTA's in Canal Zone on home-
ward trip. Two regular courses in parent-
teacher education—one for undergraduates
and another for graduate students—offered at
Northwestern University during regular school
year as part of three-year cooperative program.
Congress represented on National Committee
on Uniform Trafic Laws and Ordinances;
and at White House meeting of U.S. Com-
mittee for International Children’s Emergency
Fund.

1949 _Annual convention, St. Louis, Mis-
souri; Mrs. Hughes, president. Mrs. John E.
Hayes elected president. Three committees
revised to meet current needs. World Citizen-
ship Committee divided into committess on
Citizenship and un International Relations.
Radio Committee changed to Committee on
Radio and Television, and Visual Education
Committee changed to Commitiee on Visual
Education and Motion Pictures. Congress
published a history of the parent-teacher move-
ment, Fhere Children Come First: A Study of
the P.T.A. !dea. Launched national campaign
against unwholesome comic books, motion pic-
tures, and radio programs. Inaugurated an ex-
panded parent education program, and secured
five parent education specialista as part-time
consultants in designated regions; held parent
education summer workshops in each region.
“The Citizen Child: His Destiny, a Free
World" selected as administration theme. Presi-
dent appointed to National Committee for Mid-
century White House Conference on Children
and Youth, and participated in the national
conference of the Citizens Committes for the
Hoover Report. Congress represented at Con-
ference on Human Rights, and President's
Conference on Traffic Safety.

1950—Annual convention, Long Beach,
California; Mrs, Hayes, president. Observers
present  from Austria, Caosda, Dominican
Republic, Germany, Japan, and Philippine
Islands. Site purchased for National Head-
quanters building in Chicage. Congress sup-
orted measures for expansion of local public
geallh services, for federal aid to education,
for extension of library services, and for
adequale appropriatione for UNESCO and
WHQ. President went 10 Jspan to work with
leaders of 31,000 parent-teacher groups there.
Held international relations workshop, New
York, for National Board of Managers and
state chairmen of international relations. Held
legislation conference, Chicago, for state chair-
men of legislation. Five regional workshops
conducted by parent education consultants.
Congress active in Midcentury White House
Conference on Children and Youth. Partici-
pated in Fifth National Conference of County
and Rural Area Superintendents and in Twen-
tieth Institute for Education by Radio,

1951—Annual convention, Miami Beach,
Florida; Mrs. Hayes, president. Guests from
Germany present. One entire meeting devoted
to fndings of Midcentury Conference on
Children and Youth. Tenth point, “World
Outlook,” edded to Permanent Platform,
Five regional workshops conducted by parem
education consultants. Sixth and' final credit
course in parent-teacher leadership at North-
western University, The Congress took part in
delegate assembly of World Organization of the
Teaching Profession st Valletta, Malta. Repre-
sented on National Midcentury Committee for
Children and Youth. Special Conference on the
Problems of Drug Addiction met in Chicago,
November 17, Undar the sponsorship. of the
U.S. Office of Educetion, and as part of the
Far East Command “Exchange of Persons
Program, six persons came from Japan to
study the parent-teacher movement.

1952 _Annual convention, Indianapolis;
Mrs. Hayes, president. Mrs, Newton P.
Leonard elected president. President visited
Hawaii Congress. Joint Committee of the Na-
tional Education Association and the Congress
drafied 8 9-point program on improvement of
public schools. The president autended a con-
ference on the parent-teacher movement at
Rushmore Academy, Havana, Cuba, The presi-
dent was appointed a member of the Presi-
dent’s Mutual Security Public Advisory Board
to the U.S, Senate. Final plans for construction
of headquarters drafted by architects. Presi-
dent served as chairman, Advisory Commities
on Young Workers, appointed by U.S. Secre-
tary of Labor. Conducted an international
Conference on the Child in Home, School,
and Commurity in cooperation with the
Cangdian Home and Schoo! and Pareat.
Teacher Federation.

1953 —Annual convention, Oklahoma City,
Oklahoma; Mrs, Leonard, president. Adopted
an Action Program for Better Homes, Better
Schools, and Better Communitiea. Construc-
tion started on headquarters building. Plaas
made 0 caooperate closely with Nationsl
Foundation for Infantile Paralysis and Ameri-
can Red Cross in educational campaign for
prevention of polio. Congress represented at
National Conference on Public Education held
at Arden House, Harriman, New York, Presi-
dent was one of the main speakers at U.S.
Office of Education Conference on the Role of
Foreign Languages in American Schools.

1954 _Annual convention, Adantic City,
New Jersey; Mrs. Leonard, president. Na-
tional Office moved to new headquarters at 700
North Rush Street, Chicago. National Board
recommended that local units work for fluori.
dation of community water supplies. National
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president attended for the third year in suc-
cession the meeting of the World Confeder-
ation of Organizations of the Teaching Profel-
sion (WCOTP) as a delegate from the Na.
tional Education Association. Conference held
in Chicago for state congress extension work.
ers. Promoted active participation in National
Foundation for Infanti)e Paralysis field trial
tests of a vaccine to prevent polio, Signing
of fireworks bill President of United
States, for which PTA members had worked
many years. National president invited by
US. Foreign Operations Administration to
represent people of the United States in a
project sponsored by this government agency
which provided gifte of food for people in
several foreign countries.

1955—Annual convention, Chicago, Illi-
nois; Mrs. Leonard, president. Mrs. Rollin
Brown elected president. New Action Pro-
gram adopted, “The Family and the Com-
munity: Each Shapes the Other—The PTA
Serves Both.” National Headquarters dedi-
cated. At request of chairman of a special sub-
committee of the U.S. Senate Committee on
Foreign Relations, questionnaire was circu-
lated to state congresses to review suggestions
for UN. Charter revision. Represented by
first vice-president at Tenth Pan American
Child Conference held in Panama. President
sttended WCOTP meeting in Istanbul, Turkey.
Workshop held in Chicago for state congress
field staff workers. Promoted participation of
PTA members in local, regional, and state
conferences on education preparatory to the
White House Conference on Education. Re-
ceived citation from the Secretary of State for
work done by American nongovernment organi-
zations 1o make the principles of the U.N.
Charter vital and real. Conference held for
state chairtmen of National Parent-Teacher
megazine (now The PTA Magazine). Resolu-
tion adopted in support of a minimum begin-
ning salary of $3,600 a year for teachers who
gre four- and five-year college graduates with
full professional qualifications.

1956 —Annual convention, San Francisco,
California; Mrs. Brown, president. Goal of
10,000,000 memberships became a reality.
Representatives from 20 organizations con-
cerned with child health met with four repre-
sentatives from National Board of Managers
and plans were made to recommend continu-
ous health supervision of children from birth
through sehool days (an extension of the
Summer Round-Up progrsm). President ap-
pointed to thirty-four member conference
committee of White House Conference on
Education. Conference held for state chairmen
of legislation. State congresses reported a total
of almost $2,500,000 in scholarship awards to
students and teachers, Official magazine, the
National Parent-Teacher (now The PTA Mag-
azine), celebrated its Golden Jubilee. Library
services bill, for which parentteacher members
worked, was signed by President Eisenhower.
All state juvenile protection chairmen brought
to Chicago for conference,

1957 ~—National convention, Cincinnati, Ohio.
Mrs. Brown, president. Membership figure
well on way to 11,000,000 mark. Alaska organ-
ized as the fifty-first branch of the Congress.
Awarded a plaque by Naticnal Foundation for
Infantile Paralysis for “unprecedented partici-

pation in historic development of a preventive
meagure against paralytic polio and for out-
standing volunteer leadership in achieving
record acceptance of the Salk vaccine.” Con-
ference held in Chicago for state extension
workers. Sixtieth birthday commemoralive
album of historical data presented to Library
of Congress; Mrs. Harold Walker, daughier
of the Founder, Mrs. Birney, attended cere-
mony. Established an advisory committee on
program for continuous health supervision of
children from birth through high school. Co-
operated for first time with International Read-
ing Association and was represented at its
conference in New York City.

1958—National convention, Omaha, Nebras-
ka; Mrs. Brown, president. Mrs, James C.
Parker elected president. Administration
theme, “Strengthening the Home, Source of
Our Nation’s Greatness.” Memberships soared
to more than 11,000,000, A Statement of Prin-
ciples 1o replace the Permanent Platform and
a revision of the National Bylaws adopted at
convention. European Congress of American
Parents and Teachers organized as fifty-
second branch of the Congress and national
president  attended its convention., PTA’s
worked effectively for passage of the National
Defense Education Act of 1958, National presi.
dent one of 33 civic, cultural, and educational
leaders who participated in a month-long
;Pmple to people” mission in South America.

irst of a series of regional safety conferences
held in Chicago. National Congress published
a special pamphlet, Looking Iin on Your
School: Questions To Guide PTA Fact Find-
ers, in response to President Eisenhower's
assignment to PTA’s to scrutinize school
programs. National president appointed to the
over-all committee of the 1960 White House
Conference on Children and Youth.

1959 —Nationa] convention, Denver, Colo-
rado; Mrs. Parker, president. Convention body
voted unanimously to support U.S. Postmaster
General Summerfield’s plan for combating dis-
tribution of petnegraphic materials. Standing
committee on Cultural Arts established. Inter.
national Relations chairman and 53 other
United States representatives made a 10-day
study tour of “Radio Free Europe” installa-
tions in Europe. President and Mrs. Eisen-
hower were presented Honorary National Life
Memberships for “inspiring concern . . . shown
for welfare of the nation's children.” National
Congress joined with American Social Health
Asgsociation in a regional four-state (Arizona,
Nevada, New Mexico, Utah) pilot project to
promote family life education in the United
States. Steps taken to =zet up several pilot

rojects in the new program of continuous
Eeahh supervision in cooperation with selected
states,

1960—National convention, Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania; Mrs. Parker, president. Child
Guidance Week observed by PTA's in co-
operation with the American Child Guidance
oundation. National president received the
Benjamin Frankliu Award for outstanding
service as a member of the U.S. Postmaster
General's Citizens’ Advisory Committee on Ob-
scenity Through the Mails. National Congress
leaders participated in the Golden Anniversary
White House Conference on Children and

Youth. School Bell Award presented to The
PTA Magazine {or distinguished service in the
interpretation of education. Conference for
state safety chairmen held in Chicago. National
Congress cooperated with National Education
Association in radio-TV series Parents Ask
About School. National Congress represented
at the International Conference on the Family
in New York City and at the WCOTP meet-
ipg in Amsterdam, the Netherlands. Cooper-
ated with the American Social Health Asso-
ciation in the Rocky Mountain Project in
Family Life Education. Action started on the
production of a new PTA motion picture.

1961 —Nationa! convention, Kansas City,
Missouri; Mrs. Parker, president. Mrs. Clif-
ford N. Jenkins elected president. Convention
keynote, “The Image of America Begins in the
Home.” Assignments for the Sixties, recom-
mendations selected for PTA's from forum
findings of the 1960 White House Conference,
distributed frst at the national convention.
Safety slidefilm (sound and color} One To
Grow On produced in cooperation with Auto-
motive Safety Foundation. President of Japan's
National Council of Parents and Teachers
visited National Headguarters. Mrs. Parker re-
ceived an award of merit from U.S. Secretary
of Labor for her work as chairman of the Ad-
visory Committee on Young Workers. National
Congress represented at the meeting of the
International Union of Family Organizations in
Madrid, Spain, and at the WCOTP meeting
in New Delhi, India. PTA motien picture
(16mm, sound, and color) W here Children
Come First previewed at the national conven-
tion and prepared for general distribution.
Memberships totaled more than 12,000,000,
More than $4,000,000 awarded in scholarships
by state congresses since beginning of scholar-
ship program. Pilot projects in the continuous
health supervision program carried on in
Georgia, Iowa, and Ohio.

1962—"“Sixty-fifth Birthday" cenvention,
Portland, Oregon; Mrs. Jenkins, president. The
entire convention—keynote address and gen-
eral program—served to lawnch the 1962-65
Action Program, “New Adventures in PTA
Leadership and Responsibility.,” Pocket-size
guide to the Action Program released. Dele-
gates adopted resolutions concerned with edu-
cation about Communism, reducing the num-
ber of school dropouts, and action for better
quality in motion pictures and their advertis.
ing. Help for carrying out the resolutions given
in The PTA Magazire and in the new pam-
phlet Mass Media and the PTA. Information
about commen health problems that puazzle
parents, requested by many readers, added to
regular features in The PTA Magazine. Na-
tional Congress was host for Sixth Workshop
of Educational Organizations held in Chicago,
Illinois. National president served on two plan-
ning committees for fiftieth anniversary ob-
servance of the U.S. Children’s Bureau and
represented the National Congress in that
observance. This occasion had special meaning
for PTA members, for the National Congress
had vigorously vrged the formation of such a
federal agency. Later Mrs. Jenkins was a mem-
ber of U.S. delegation to the WCOTP meet-
ings in Stockholm, Sweden. PTA scholarships
awarded by state congresses since beginning of
program totaled nearly $6,000,000.

Nore: “Milestones™ for 1963 will appear in the
next edition of this leaflet,
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APPENDIX BB

Since the completion of this thesis, several name changes
have become effective by law. The following should be noted:

FORMER NAME NEW DESIGNATION
Montana State University, Missoula . . . . University of Montana
Montana State College, Bozeman .

e o o Montana State University

Western Montana College of Education, Dillon

e o+ o o o « o« « Western Montana College

Eastern Montana College of Education, Billings

e « « s o + o » Bastern Montana College
Northern Montana College of Bducation, Havre

e« o » o « + . Northern Montana College
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