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CHAPTER I  

INTRODUCTION

G etty sb u rg , South D akota, a town o f 1700 p o p u la tio n , 

i s  in  an a g r i c u l tu r a l  a rea  o f d ry -fa rm in g  and ran c h in g . The 

schoo l com prises 180 s tu d e n ts  in  h ig h  schoo l w ith  th e  grades 

having  around 236 s tu d e n ts .  Each grade had i t s  own room and 

in d iv id u a l  te a c h e r .  The o rg a n iz a tio n  was b u i l t  around an 8-4 

p la n . The sc h o o l, as i s  th e  case in  many tovms of t h i s  s i z e ,  

dom inates th e  tow n’ s a c t i v i t i e s .  The peop le tak e  an a c t iv e  

p a r t  in  th e  schoo l fu n c tio n s  and are  very  c lo se  to  th e  ev e ry ­

day ev en ts  th a t  make up th e  school program . One of the  c r i t ­

ic ism s of th e  schoo l in  th e  l a s t  few y ea rs  had been th e  in a ­

b i l i t y  of i t s  c h ild re n  to  r e a d . T his c r i t i c i s m  became so 

s tro n g  in  b o th  grades and h ig h  school th a t  f i n a l l y  a group of 

p a re n ts  asked th e  school board  to  t r y  to  remedy th e  s i t u a t i o n .  

The su p e rin te n d e n t knew from o b se rv a tio n  and te a c h e r  m eetings 

th a t  many of th e  c h ild re n  were r e ta rd e d  r e a d e r s .  ViHaether they  

were re ta rd e d  more th an  they  should have been f o r  t h e i r  grade 

in  com parison to  o th e r  schoo ls th rough  ou t the coun try  r e ­

mained to  be seen . The ex p erim en ta l program  th a t  was worked 

out w ith  th e  schoo l board  members, a d m in is tra tio n  and e l e ­

m entary te a c h e r s ,  had two o b je c t iv e s :  (1) to  e v a lu a te  th e

read in g  program of th e  G ettysburg  P u b lic  School and, (2) to  

d iagnose and remedy b a s ic  re a d in g  d e f ic ie n c ie s .

- 1-
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Im portance o f Remedial R ead ing . The te a c h in g  of 

rem ed ia l re a d in g  seems to  he a n e c e s s i ty  in  every  e lem en tary  

c la s s  room. The d i f f i c u l t y  i s  n o t always so lved  by emphasis 

on s k i l l s  and p u p il  grouping b u t by in d iv id u a l a t t e n t i o n .

The G etty sbu rg  P u b lic  School grade rooms averaged around 36 

p u p ils  p e r  te a c h e r .  This s tudy  w i l l  endeavor to  determ ine 

th e  value  re c e iv e d  by in d iv id u a l p u p ils  and groups in  th e  

rem ed ia l re a d in g  program th a t  was s e t  up in  th e  sc h o o l.

Purpose o f th i s  s tu d y . The purpose of th e  stu d y  (1) 

to  d e s c r ib e  th e  rem ed ia l re a d in g  program  in  the  G ettysburg  

P u b lic  School in  th e  school y ea r 1951-1952, and (2) to  de­

term ine by a n a ly s is  of t e s t  sc o re s  w hether re ad in g  had been 

s u f f i c i e n t l y  improved to  w arran t c o n tin u a tio n  of th e  program  

in  th e  f u tu r e .

D e lim ita tio n  of th e  S tudy . T his s tu d y  was r e s t r i c t e d  

to  th e  54 G etty sbu rg  P ub lic  School c h ild re n  in  g rades fo u r  

th rough  grade e ig h t who d id  n o t come up to  th e i r  grade p la c e ­

ment in  re a d in g  a b i l i t y  and who were p la c e d  in  th e  rem ed ia l 

re a d in g  c l a s s .  I t  was a lso  r e s t r i c t e d  to  th e  tre a tm e n t of 

sco re s  made on th e  re a d in g  t e s t s .  The s tu d y  was made prim a­

r i l y  on b a s is  of t e s t  s c o re s . I n te l l ig e n c e  q u o t ie n t 's  and 

o th e r  d a ta  about th e  p u p ils  in  th e  program . No a ttem p t was 

made to  e v a lu a te  in d iv id u a l tech n iq u es  used in  th e  rem ed ia l 

re a d in g  program .

S e le c tio n  of C ases. The cases s e le c te d  were th o se  

in d iv id u a ls  who d id  n o t come up to  t h e i r  grade p lacem ent in

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
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re a d in g  a b i l i t y .  Out o f  th e  236 grade schoo l p u p ils  f i f t y -  

fo u r  f e l l  below t h e i r  grade l e v e l .  B efore  any one in  th i s  

group of c h ild re n  was p laced  in  th e  rem e d ia l program , he was 

checked f o r  eye, e a r  and p h y s ic a l  d e f e c ts .  Fam ily background 

d a ta  and in fo rm a tio n  from th e  cum ulative reco rd s  were examined 

and summarized fo r  each c h i ld  e n te r in g  th e  rem ed ia l program .

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



GMPTER I I  

REVIEW OP RELATED LITERATURE

Reading i s  p robab ly  th e  most im portan t and y e t  th e  

most troublesom e s u b je c t  in  th e  e lem en tary  and h ig h  schoo l 

to d a y . I t  seems im p o rtan t because i t  i s  a  to o l f o r  n e a r ly  

ev ery  o th e r  s u b je c t .  Reading i s  an im p o rtan t f a c to r  in  ev e ry ­

day l iv in g ,  th e  s ig n s  on highw ays, th e  hundreds o f newspapers 

and m agazines and th e  trem endous amount o f  a d v e r t is in g  a l l  go 

to  make up a complex s o c ie ty  which has to  be in te r p r e te d  

th ro u g h  re a d in g . The ease w ith  which one can i n t e r p r e t  th e se  

p r in te d  symbols makes f o r  a h ap p ie r  and b e t t e r  a d ju s te d  i n d i ­

v id u a l .

Many p a re n ts  c la im  th a t  when th ey  were in  schoo l re a d ­

in g  was ta u g h t b e t t e r  than  i t  i s  be in g  tau g h t to d ay . Gray! 

found in  h is  summary of re a d in g  in v e s t ig a t io n s  th a t  th e  c h i ld  

of today  can read  ju s t  as w e ll  or even b e t t e r  th an  th e  c h i ld  

o f y e s te rd a y  co u ld . He found in  h is  summary t h a t  one of th e  

d i f f i c u l t i e s  faced  in  making v a l id  com parisons o f how c h ild re n  

compare in  re a d in g  today w ith  th a t  o f  a g e n e ra tio n  ago i s  th a t  

th e  t e s t s  used today in  re a d in g  were developed two o r more 

decades ago and measured b e s t  th o se  a sp e c ts  of re a d in g  which

^W illiam  S. Gray, "Summary o f R eading I n v e s t ig a t io n s ,"  
Jo u rn a l of E d u ca tio n a l R esea rch , 46:401-37, F eb ru ary , 1953.

«W 4 :* *
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were fo rm erly  s t r e s s e d ,

S chubert^  found th a t  th e  c h i ld ’ s re a d in g  problem  i s  

f re q u e n tly  th e  problem  of the  home as much as i t  i s  th a t  of

th e  sc h o o l. R esearch  has lin k e d  a g re a t many f a c to r s  in  th e

home w ith  read in g  d i s a b i l i t y .  These in c lu d e , f o r  exam ple, 

th e  c u l tu r a l  l e v e l  o f  th e  home, neighborhood c o n d it io n s , 

language spoken in  th e  home, s ib l in g  r e la t io n s h ip  and p a re n t-  

te a c h e r  r e la t io n s h ip s .

A ccording to  G ates^ mass te a c h in g  i s  re s p o n s ib le  f o r  

many d i f f i c u l t i e s  and f a i l u r e s  in  re a d in g . He s t a t e s  th a t  

th e  te a c h e r  i s  re q u ire d  to  te a c h  re a d in g  to  a whole group, 

o f te n  to  a very  la rg e  group, in s te a d  o f b e in g  ab le  to  te a c h  

to  one p u p il  a t  a tim e . R eading i s  a d i f f i c u l t  s k i l l  to  

te a c h  by group methods because th e  p u p ils  d i f f e r  so g r e a t ly

in  t h e i r  equipment and n ee d s .

Gray4 found in  h is  summary of re a d in g  in v e s t ig a t io n s  

t h a t  read in g  problems stem from em o tio n a l, s o c ia l  o r p h y s ic a l 

im m atu rity . A c l i n i c a l  s tudy  was made on 210 th ird -g ra d e  

c h i ld re n  s u f f e r in g  from re a d in g  r e t a r d a t io n ,  and i t  was found 

th a t  th e se  c h ild re n  s u f fe re d  n o t so much from la c k  o f i n t e l ­

l e c tu a l  endowment, b u t from an u n d e rly in g  p sy c h o lo g ic a l 

p rob lem s. He a ls o  found in  th is  su rvey  th a t  th o se  c h ild re n

^Delwyn G, S ch u b e rt, "At Home W ith th e  R etarded  
R ead er,"  E lem entary E n g lis h . 3 0 :9 4 -5 , F eb ru ary , 1953.

3A rthu r I .  G ates, The Improvement o f R eading , (New 
York: M acmillan Company, 1947), 565 pp.

4Gray, o£. c i t . . p p . 431-37.
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who were p la c ed  in  rem ed ia l work and re c e iv e d  adequate t r a i n ­

in g  in  in d iv id u a l  in s t r u c t io n  made very  p rom ising  g a in s , even 

though many were l im ite d  in  i n t e l l i g e n c e ,

T ra x le r^  found, in  making a s tu d y  o f the  c u r re n t 

o rg a n iz a tio n  and p rocedu res in  rem ed ia l te a c h in g , a wide 

sp read  aw areness of s e r io u s  re a d in g  d i f f i c u l t i e s  among s t u ­

d en ts  and th a t  th e re  i s  a g re a t  need f o r  a v igo rous program  

o f re a d in g  ex ten d in g  from th e  prim ary  grades th rough  th e  

s e n io r  c o l le g e . The r e p l ie s  from th e  q u e s tio n n a ire s  showed 

c le a r ly  th a t  a g re a t  m a jo r ity  o f  th e  schoo ls  now have some 

p ro v is io n  f o r  rem ed ia l re a d in g  fo r  u n u su a lly  re ta rd e d  s t u ­

d e n ts ,  A pproxim ately n in e - te n th s  o f th e  independent schoo ls 

and about th r e e - fo u r th s  of th e  p u b lic  schoo ls s a id  th a t  th ey  

gave in d iv id u a l  rem ed ia l in s t r u c t io n .  About s ix ty  p e r cen t 

s a id  th e y  had begun th e i r  rem ed ia l program  s in ce  1940, More 

than  75 p e r cen t o f th e  p u b lic  schoo ls and over 85 p e r cen t 

o f th e  independen t schoo ls in d ic a te d  th an  10 p er cen t o f 

t h e i r  p u p ils  were g iven rem ed ia l re a d in g , and no schoo l i n ­

d ic a te d  th a t  more than  30 p e r cen t of i t s  p u p ils  were i n ­

cluded  in  th e  rem ed ia l program , A v a r ie ty  o f f a c to r s  

c o n tr ib u te d  to  th e  re a d in g  d i f f i c u l t y  and s tu d e n ts  r e f e r r e d  

fo r  s p e c ia l  h e lp  in  read in g  were examined to  determ ine th e  

p ro b ab le  reaso n  f o r  th e  d i f f i c u l t y .

^A rthur T ra x le r ,  “C urren t O rg an iza tio n  and P rocedures 
in  Remedial T each ing ,"  Jo u rn a l of E xperim en tal E d u ca tio n , 
20 :305 -12 , March, 1952.
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Dolch® p o in ts  out t h a t  every  te a c h e r  of rem ed ia l 

re a d in g  must r e s to r e  th e  c h i ld 's  s e c u r i ty .  He s t a t e s  th a t  

every  case in  rem ed ia l re a d in g  i s  a case of f a i l u r e .  Every 

case o f f a i l u r e  means d e fe a t to  th e  c h i ld ,  and as a r e s u l t ,  

a f e e l in g  in  th e  c h ild  o f f e a r ,  f r u s t r a t i o n ,  and in s e c u r i ty .  

Every s u c c e s s fu l  rem ed ia l re a d in g  te a c h e r  sees to  i t  from 

th e  s t a r t  t h a t ,  d u rin g  th e  rem ed ia l re a d in g  se s s io n  a t  l e a s t ,  

t h i s  f e a r ,  f r u s t r a t i o n ,  or in s e c u r i ty  i s  removed. P a ren ts  and 

even school o f f i c i a l s  ask i f  a c h i ld  can be re s to re d  to  a 

grade or secu re  a c e r ta in  le v e l  o f achievem ent by a c e r t a in  

d a te ,  b u t he s t a t e s  th a t  fo r  most c h ild re n  some p ro g re ss  

shou ld  be ex p ec ted , b u t n o t a t  any p a r t i c u l a r  tim e .

Dolch? f u r th e r  s t a te s  t h a t  c h ild re n  cannot be blamed 

f o r  la ck  o f i n t e r e s t  and a p p l ic a t io n ,  th a t  c h ild re n  who a re  

poor re a d e rs  show i n t e r e s t  and a p p l ic a t io n  tow ards many th in g s ,  

b u t n o t n e c e s s a r i ly  tow ards re a d in g . O bviously then  th e  sch o o l 

has f a i l e d  in  making read in g  w o rth w h ile . The sch o o l has f a i l ­

ed in  making re a d in g  w orthw h ile . The sch o o l has f a i l e d  to  use 

th e  c h i ld ’ s p o te n t i a l  i n t e r e s t .  In  s h o r t  re a d in g  cannot be 

blamed e n t i r e l y  on th e  c h i ld  who i s  th e  poor r e a d e r , b u t upon 

th e  environm ent th a t  has surrounded him fo r  th e  p a s t  y ea rs  

b o th  a t  home and in  sch o o l.

The r e s u l t s  from most of th e  s tu d ie s  show t h a t  a re a d ­

in g  problem  does e x i s t ,  and th a t  most sch o o ls  a re  doing

®E. W. D olch, "Success in  Rem edial R ead ing ,"  E le ­
m entary  E n g lis h , 30 :133-7 , March, 1953.

'^ Ib id . .  pp . 134.
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som ething about i t .  Most of th e  s tu d ie s  show th a t  in d iv id u a l  

in s t r u c t io n  i s  th e  b e s t  in s t r u c t io n  f o r  th e  re ta rd e d  r e a d e r .  

A ll o f th e  s tu d ie s  show th a t  th e re  was some u n d e rly in g  cause 

fo r  poor o r r e ta rd e d  r e a d e rs , and th a t  a lth o u g h  th e  i n t e l l i ­

gence q u o tie n t  was im p o rtan t and was one o f th e  f a c t o r s ,  t h a t  

o th e r  causes such as em otional problem s stemming from  th e  

c h i ld ’s environm ent had much t o  do w ith  th e  c h i ld ’ s in a ­

b i l i t y  to  r e a d . The s tu d ie s  a ls o  show th a t  when th e  c h i ld  

i s  g iven  in d iv id u a l  h e lp  in  a rem e d ia l re a d in g  program , he 

can make c o n s id e ra b le  p ro g re s s .

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



CHAPTER I I I  

DESCRIPTION OP THE REMEDIAL READING PRO®AM

In  O ctober o f 1951, th e  C a l i fo rn ia  Reading T e s t , Form 

A, was ad m in is te re d  to  grades fo u r  th ro u g h  e ig h t In  th e  

G etty sbu rg  P u b lic  S choo l. T his was a d ia g n o s tic  t e s t  which 

te s te d  speed , vocabu lary  and com prehension. I t  determ ined 

grade placem ent and p e r c e n t i le  rank  o f each c h i ld .  The t o t a l  

grade p lacem ent and p e r c e n t i le  of re a d in g  was determ ined  from 

th e  sc o re s  made on v ocabu lary  and com prehension. This re a d ­

in g  t e s t  was ad m in is te red  to  236 s tu d e n ts ,  and from th i s  

group were s e le c te d  th e  a p p a re n tly  slow  or r e ta rd e d  r e a d e r s .  

The c h i ld re n  In  t h i s  group were then  In te rv iew ed  by a s p e c ia l  

re a d in g  te a c h e r  who was h ire d  to  ta k e  over t h i s  s p e c ia l  re a d ­

in g  c l a s s .  The te a c h e r  went over th e  c h i l d 's  cum ulative r e ­

cord  to  g e t d a ta  on s c h o la s t ic  ach ievem ent, I .  Q,., and fa m ily  

background. In s te a d  of a d m in is te r in g  a n o th e r  In d iv id u a l t e s t  

fo r  f u r th e r  sc re e n in g  each c h i ld  was r e q u ire d  to  read  o r a l ly  

on d i f f e r e n t  re a d in g  l e v e l s .  The te a c h e r  c a r e fu l ly  n o te d  th e  

number o f v ocabu lary  words th e  c h i ld  would m iss p er hundred 

w ords, and from  th i s  group s e le c te d  th o se  s tu d e n ts  she f e l t  

needed to  be p laced  In  a rem ed ia l re a d in g  program .

The g i r l s '  p h y s ic a l  ed u ca tio n  room was converted  In to  

a rem ed ia l re a d in g  room. The room was f r e s h ly  p a in te d  w ith  

l i g h t  c o lo r s .  A new l ig h t in g  system  was I n s t a l l e d  and book

— 9—
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s h e lv e s , re a d in g  ta b le s  and desks were p u rch ased , A te a c h e r ’s 

m eeting  o f a l l  th e  grade te a c h e rs  was c a l le d  fo r  th e  purpose 

of r e - s c h e d u lin g  t h e i r  c la s s e s  to  f i t  th e  s tu d e n ts  who would 

be going  in to  th e  rem ed ia l re a d in g  program , A th ir ty -m in u te  

p e r io d  o f f iv e  days p er week was a l lo c a te d  fo r  th e  c la s s  

p e r io d s  fo r  th e  re a d in g  program .

The s tu d e n ts  from each room were k e p t to g e th e r ,  b u t 

each c h i ld  in  h is  p a r t i c u l a r  room would be re a d in g  one to  

sometimes th re e  grade le v e ls  below h is  grade p lacem en t. This 

p rocedu re  was c a r r ie d  out so as to  make each one in  th e  re a d ­

in g  program  f e e l  a t  home as much as p o s s ib le .  In  a d d i t io n  

to  th e  r e g u la r  c la s s  room re a d e rs  no rm ally  u sed , tw en ty -fo u r  

a d d i t io n a l  re a d e rs  were p u rch ased , see Table I ,  page 11, 

th e se  books ranged from th e  f i r s t  grade le v e l  th ro u g h  th e  

e ig h th -g ra d e , A number o f  co p ies  of each book were purchased  

in  o rd e r to  give each  c h i ld  a chance to  use them. Time was 

g iven in  each re a d in g  c la s s  f o r  those s tu d e n ts  who wanted to  

g ive a s h o r t  account of th e  s to ry  th ey  had re a d . T his p o lic y  

se rv ed  a d u e l purpose s t im u la t in g  c h ild re n  to  re a d  th e  book 

someone e ls e  had re a d , and i t  k ep t them read in g  so th e y  could  

t e l l  th e  c la s s  about the  s to ry  they  had re a d .

The te a c h e r  used many te c h n iq u e s , b u t no a ttem p t was 

made to  e v a lu a te  th e  rem ed ia l te ch n iq u es  she used . However, 

f o r  th e  purpose of e x p la in in g  more f u l ly  th e  work c a r r ie d  on 

in  th e  program , th e  fo llo w in g  tech n iq u es were employed: Each

c h i ld  was p laced  in  a re a d in g  c la s s  one to  th re e  grade le v e ls
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TABLE I

A LIST OF STORY BOOKS USED IN 
THE REMEDIAL READING PROGRAM

TITLE

We Read More P ic tu re s  
Guess Who 
Skip Along 
Jim and Judy
The New Day In  and Day Out 
S p lash
T uffy and Boots 
Ted and S a lly  
We Three 
What Next?
L e t 's  Take Turns 
Paces and P laces 
F r ie n d ly  V illa g e  
We Grow Up 
T a l l  T ales 
I f  I  Were Going 
The Boxcar C h ild ren  
S u rp r is e  Is la n d  
The S ix  Robbins 
The P ly in g  Trunk 
Tom Sayer
Around th e  World in  E ig h ty  Days 
S ix  G reat S to r ie s  
E ig h t T reasu red  S to r ie s

Peardon

S a lis b u rg
S a lis b u rg
S a lis b u rg

iTT

AUTHOR

Gray, A r t le y , Monroe 
Gray, A rtle y  
O 'Donnell 
G ates, Huber,
O 'D onnell 
G ates, Huber,
G ates, Huber,
G ates, Huber, oi 
A rtle y  and Gray 
A rtle y  and Gray 
Nemec 
T uin lan
O 'D onnell and Carey
G ates, Huber, Peardon
A rtle y  and Gray
O 'D onnell and Carey
Warner
Warner
Obermeyer
Lyda Jensen
B erglund
Moderow
Moderow, S andrus, Noyes 
Moderow, S andrus, Noyes

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



-1 2 -

below th e  t o t a l  grade le v e l  as in d ic a te d  on th e  re a d in g  te s t*  

T his id e a  was c a r r ie d  out so th a t  each c h i ld  would be a b le  to  

ad eq u a te ly  m a s te r  th e  m a te r ia l  he was to  re a d . I t  a l s o  gave 

th e  s tu d e n t confidence  in  h im se lf  and helped  develop p r id e  in  

t h i s  accom plishm ent.

The m echan ical phases of re a d in g  I n s t r u c t io n  were sep a­

r a t e  and d i s t i n c t  from a c tu a l  re a d in g  p e r io d s .  W hile one 

group was w orking on a m echanical phase under te a c h e r  d i r e c ­

t i o n ,  o th e rs  were re a d in g  s i l e n t l y  in  p re p a ra t io n  f o r  o r a l  

re a d in g  o r com prehension checking  th a t  was to  come l a t e r .  A 

"game ta b le "  in  one co rn e r of th e  room co n ta in ed  m a te r ia ls  

o f v a rio u s  k in d s which the  groups used when th ey  had com­

p le te d  th e i r  p a r t  in  th e  re a d in g  c la s s  fo r  th e  day . These 

m a te r ia ls  in c lu d e d : (1) f l a s h  c a rd s , (2) word fo rm atio n

games, (3) games f o r  re co g n iz in g  i n i t i a l  and ending l e t t e r s  

and sounds, (4) cop ies of "My Weekly R eader" on v a rio u s  

l e v e l s ,  and (5) phon ics games. These d ev ices  were used to  

h e lp  s tim u la te  th e  s tu d e n t to  m aster th e  re a d in g  m a te r ia l .

Dolch^ p o in ts  out th a t  th e  f i r s t  ta s k  in  rem ed ia l 

work i s  to  gain  th e  confidence of the  c h i ld ,  make him f e e l  

t h a t  he i s  going to  be g r e a t ly  h e lp ed . W ithout a f e e l in g  

o f p e rso n a l r e s p o n s ib i l i t y  and s in c e re  e f f o r t  on th e  p a r t  

o f th e  c h i ld ,  th e  b e s t  methods and m a te r ia l  w i l l  f a i l  to  

b r in g  d e s ira b le  r e s u l t s .

^E. E . D olch, "Success in  Remedial R eading ," E le ­
m entary  E n g lish , 3 0 :1 3 3 -7 , March, 1953.
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Dyer^ co n s id e rs  th a t  more th an  th i s  i s  in v o lv e d .

He m a in ta in s  t h a t ,  " i t  i s  n e c e ssa ry  to  e n l i s t  th e  c h ild » s  co­

o p e ra tio n  by a ro u s in g  in  him an in te n s iv e  d e s ire  and d e te rm i­

n a tio n  to  improve h is  re a d in g  and to  b u i ld  confidence  in  h is  

a b i l i t y  to  become a b e t t e r  r e a d e r ."

The program was v a r ie d  to  av o id  monotony in  th e  i n ­

s t r u c t io n  and to  s u s ta in  th e  c h i ld ’s a t t e n t io n  and i n t e r e s t .  

As th e  c h i ld  advanced and m astered  the  numerous re a d e rs  a t  

th e  d i f f e r e n t  grade l e v e l s ,  he was moved on in to  more ad­

vanced books a t  a h ig h e r grade l e v e l .

A fte r  a six-m onths p e r io d , form "B" o f the  C a l i fo rn ia  

R eading T est was g iven to  th e  rem ed ia l re a d in g  group. Com­

p a r iso n s  were made between th e  p r e - t e s t  and th e  f i n a l  t e s t ;  

a ls o  a com parison was made between th e  grade le v e ls  to  de­

term ine what grade made th e  most p ro g re ss  in  th e  program .

E v a lu a tio n  of T est R e s u lts ,  l o s t  of th e  f i f t y - f o u r  

p u p ils  who made up th e  rem ed ia l re a d in g  c la s s  were average 

or s l i g h t l y  below average in  i n t e l l i g e n c e .  The group which 

made up t h i s  program in  rem ed ia l re a d in g  was f a r  from b e in g  

homogeneous, many d i f f e r e n t  em otional f a c to r s  were in v o lv ed  

w hich p robab ly  stemed from broken homes, over age, and poor 

home enviornm ent.

2 c . A. D yer, "P lan  fo r  a Rem edial Reading Program ," 
E lem entary  E n g lish  Review, 15 :146-47 , A p r i l .  16 :179-184, 
¥ây ,' l Ô ' S Ô . ' ------------------
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For in te r p r e t in g  t e s t  perform ance in  the re a d in g  

program  th e  p e r c e n t i le  s c a le  was changed to  s ta n d a rd  s c o re s .  

A ccording to  Bingham^ th e  s im p l ic i ty  and convenience of 

p e r c e n t i le  s c a le s  ten d s to  b l in d  th e  u s e r  to  one d e fe c t ;  

in e q u a l i ty  of th e  s c a le  u n i t s .  S core d if fe re n c e s  a re  sm a lle s t  

a t  th e  m iddle of a  p e r c e n t i le  s c a le  and grow la r g e r  tow ard 

e i t h e r  ex trem e. Hear e i t h e r  end o f th e  sc a le  a d if fe re n c e  

o f f iv e  in  p e r c e n t i le  rank  r e p re s e n ts  a much g re a te r  d i f f e r ­

ence in  sco re s  than  i t  does in  th e  m iddle ran g e . The u n i ts  

on a p e r c e n t i le  s c a le ,  th e n , a re  r e a l l y  much la rg e r  tow ard 

th e  extrem es th an  th ey  a re  n e a r  th e  m id d le . For t h i s  rea so n  

i t  i s  b e t t e r  to  use a s c a le  on which th e  u n i ts  o f d if fe re n c e  

in  a b i l i t y  a re  more n e a r ly  equa l th r o u ^ o u t  the  ra n g e . A 

common way of d e a lin g  w ith  t h i s  problem  was to  change th e  

m easures in to  s ta n d a rd  sco re s  ex p ressed  in  sigma u n i t s .

T e s tin g  r e s u l t s  were compared u s in g  S tandard  Scores#

Reading achievem ent in  grade 4 . The average gain  

in  grade placem ent made by th e  e leven  fo u rth -g ra d e  s tu d e n ts  

was 1 .3 7 , w ith  an average s ta n d a rd  sco re  gain  in  re a d in g  

of *59. The t o t a l  gain  was above w hich p robab ly  could  have 

been no rm ally  ex p ec ted . T his gain  was e s p e c ia l ly  la rg e  

in  rev iew  of th e  wide d if fe re n c e s  which e x is te d  w ith in  the  

g roup . The I ,  Q. f o r  the  e leven  fo u r th -g ra d e  s tu d e n ts  

averaged  90 . Case 4 stan d s a t  th e  to p  of th e  l i s t  w ith  a

^W alter Bingham, A p titu d es  and A p titu d e  T e s tin g  
(Hew York: H arper and B ro th e rs , 1937), pp . 251-254.
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g a in  in  grade placem ent o f 2 ,7  and a s ta n d a rd  sco re  gain  o f 

1 ,2 0 . On th e  s ta n d a rd  sco re  gain  case  5 stan d s on to p  w ith  

a gain  o f  1 .4 0 .

By f a r  th e  most s e r io u s ly  re ta rd e d  re a d e rs  in  th e

fo u r th -g ra d e  were cases 1 , 8 and 11 . The*^ t o t a l  gain  in

grade placem ent was only 1 .5 ,  w hich was f a r  le s s  th an  th e  

in d iv id u a l  ga in s made by cases 4 , 5 and 6 , The I .  Q .’ s of 

ca ses  4 , 5 and 6, averaged 101. T his f a c t  su g g ests  th a t

t h i s  h ig h e r  I .  Q. could have been one of th e  many f a c to r s

th a t  caused  th i s  group to  show such a la rg e  gain  in  re a d in g  

ach ievem en t. Cases 1 , 8 and 11 had f a i r l y  low I .  Q.*s and 

come from very  poor homes, which p o s s ib ly  caused  a g re a t  

em o tio n a l problem  in  each one of them . The low average in  

re a d in g  ach ieved  by th e se  l a s t  th re e  cases in d ic a te s  th a t  

th e y  a re  in  need of more in d iv id u a l  a t t e n t io n  in  rem ed ia l 

r e a d in g . The rem ain ing  e ig h t  cases  appear to  have made 

enough p ro g re ss  in  re a d in g  to  handle th e  n e x t grade l e v e l .

Reading achievem ent in  grade 5,  The average gain  in  

grade p lacem ent in  re a d in g  made by n in e  f i f th - g r a d e  s tu d e n ts  

was 1 .0 5 , w ith  a s tan d a rd  sco re  gain  o f .5 8 . The t o t a l  gain  

was abou t what p o s s ib ly  could  have been ex p e c ted . T h is was 

e s p e c ia l ly  t ru e  when we co n s id e r  t h a t  th e  average I .  Q. f o r  

t h i s  group was 97. When t h i s  average in te l l ig e n c e  q u o tie n t  

was compared w ith  th a t  o f th e  fo u rth -g ra d e  group w hich a v e r­

aged 90, i t  was assumed th a t  th ey  would have made a g r e a te r  

gain  th a n  th a t  made by th e  fo u rth -g ra d e  c l a s s ,  b u t th e
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TABTE II

GRAEE PLACEMENT, EEBCENTIIE AND STANDARD SCORE MADE 
ON THE CALIFORNIA, READING TEST BT ELEVEN REMEDIAL

Éeading
Case Vocabulaiy Comprehension Total Standard

Nimber G.P. %ile G.P. %ile G.P. %ile Score

Case 1
Form 1952 
Form A—Ood.,1951

4.7 50 4.0 25 4 .4 40 4.75
3.9 40 4.0 40 4.0 40 4.75

Difference 0.4 00 0.00
Case 2
Form B—May, 1952 4.4 40 4 .4 40 4 .4 40 4.75
Fona A—Oct., 1951 3.8 30 3.2 25 3.0 20 4.16
Difference 1.4 20 0.59

Case 3
Form B—May, 1952 4.2 35 4.1 30 4.2 35 4.62
Form A—Oct. , 1951 3.1 20 3.0 15 3.1 20 4.16
Difference 1.1 15 0.46

Case 4
Form B—May, 1952 5.2 60 6.2 85 5.7 70 5.53
Form A—Oct. ,1951 3.4 25 3.3 25 3.0 25 4.33
Difference 2.7 45 1.20

Case 5
Form B—May, 1952 4 .4 40 4*6 50 4.5 40 4.75
Form A—Oct. , 1951 2.4 5 2.6 10 2.5 5 3.35
Difference 2.0 35 1.40

Case 6
Form B—May, 1952 4.8 50 5.3 60 5.0 60 5.25
Form A—Oct.,1951 3.3 25 3.6 30 3.0 30 4.47
Difference 2.0 30 0.78

Case 7
Form B—May, 1952 4.5 40 5.1 60 4.8 50 5.00
Form A—Oct. , 1951 3.9 40 3.5 30 3.7 35 4.62
Difference 1.1 15 0.38

Case 8
Form B—May, 1952 3.2 10 5.5 70 4.1 30 4.47
Form A—Oct.,1951 3.6 30 3.9 40 3.8 30 4.47
Difference 0.3 00 0.00

Case 9
Form B—May, 1952 5.0 60 4.9 50 5.0 60 5.25
Form A—Oct. ,19 51 3.6 30 4.0 40 3.8 30 4.47
Difference 1.2 30 0.82

Case 10
Form B—May, 19 52 4.8 50 6.0 80 5.3 60 5.25
Form A—Oct.,1951 3.3 25 3.7 45 3.1 35 4.62
Difference 2.1 25 0.63

Case 11
Form B—May, 1952 4.7 50 4 .4 40 4.5 45 4.87
Form A—Oct.,1951 3.7 30 3.5 30 3.7 30 4.47
Difference 0.8 15 0.40
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f i f th - g r a d e  c la s s  f e l l  .32 sh o r t o f th e  fo u r th -g ra d e  in  grade 

placem ent advancement and .01 in  s ta n d a rd  s c o re . Cases 12 and 

14 a re  a t  the bottom  o f th e  l i s t  in  grade placem ent g a in .

Case 12 even showed a - . 3  lo s s  in  grade p lacem ent g a in , and 

a - .5 1  lo s s  in  s ta n d a rd  s c o re . Case 14 showed a s l i g h t  gain  

o f .5  in  grade placem ent b u t showed a gain  o f .54  on th e

s ta n d a rd  s c o re . Case 16 topped th e  l i s t  w ith  a gain  in  th e

grade placem ent o f 1 .8  w ith  a s ta n d a rd  sco re  gain  in  re a d in g  

o f 1 .0 6 . I f  th e  I .  Q. i s  any in d ic a t io n  o f re a d in g  success 

case 16 had an I .  Q,. of 1 .0 5 . Case 12 who showed a lo s s  in

grade placem ent came from a home in  which th e  f a th e r  was a

h a b i tu a l  d runkard  and th i s  p ro b ab ly  w ith o u t q u es tio n  caused 

a g re a t  em otional problem  in  th i s  c h i ld .  Case 14 was allow ed 

to  run  th e  s t r e e t s  any tim e of th e  n ig h t ,  and th e  p a re n ts  d id  

n o t seem to  ca re  when th i s  in d iv id u a l  came home, so p o s s ib ly  

th i s  c o n d itio n  c o n tr ib u te  to  h is  r e ta rd e d  c o n d itio n  in  re a d ­

in g .

R eading achievem ent in  grade 6 . The average gain  in  

grade placem ent in  re a d in g  made by th e  f i f t e e n  s ix th -g ra d e  

s tu d e n ts  was 1 .0 4 , w ith  a s ta n d a rd  sco re  gain  o f .39* The 

average I .  Q. f o r  th e  f i f t e e n  s ix th -g ra d e  s tu d e n ts  was 100.

In  view of t h e i r  I .  Q .*s, th e  group on th e  whole made an 

average or b e t t e r  than  average gain  in  re a d in g . T his group 

only  showed a gain  o f .39 on th e  s ta n d a rd  s c o re , where as 

th e  fo u r th  and f i f t h  grade made g a in s  of .59 and .58 re s p e c ­

t i v e l y ,  One can see from th is  v a r ia t io n  t h a t  a g re a t d ea l
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TABLE I I I

(BADE PIACEMa^T, FEBCMTILE AND STANDARD SCORE MADE CK 
THE CAUPOHNIA, READING TEST BT NINE REMEDIAL READING

&eacling
Case Vocabulary Comprehension Total Standard

Number G.P. m e GJ>. %lle G.F. m e Score

Case 12
Form B—May, 1952 4.1 15 4.3 15 4.2 15 3.96
Form A—Oct.,1951 4.3 25 4.7 40 4.5 30 4.47
Difference - .3 -15 - .5 1

Case 13
Form B—May, 1952 4.4 40 4.6 50 4.5 40 4.75
Form A—Oct.,1951 3.1 5 4.0 20 3.5 10 3.72
Difference 1.0 30 1.03

Case 14
Form B—May, 1952 4.6 50 5.1 40 4.9 45 4.87
Form A—Oct.,1951 4.3 25 4.5 30 4.4 25 4.33
Difference 0.5 20 0.54

Case 15
Form B—May, 1952 5.7 60 5.4 50 5.5 55 5*13
Form A—Oct.,1951 4.6 50 4.5 30 4.5 40 4.76
Difference 1.0 15 0.37

Case 16
Form B—May, 1952 6 .4 70 6.4 70 6.4 70 5.53
Foim A—Oct. , 1951 4.4 25 4.7 30 4.6 30 4.47
Difference 1.8 40 1.06

Case 17
Form B—May, 19 52 5.0 30 5.5 40 5.3 40 4.75
Form A—Oct., 1951 3.4 10 4.6 30 4.0 20 4.16
Difference 1.3 20 0.59

Case IS
Form B—4£ay, 1952 5.6 50 5.7 50 5.7 50 5.00
Form A—Oct.,1951 4.2 20 4.6 30 4 .4 25 4.33
Difference 1.3 25 0.67

Case 19
Form B—May, 1952 5.5 50 6.6 75 6.0 60 5.25
Form A—Oct., 1951 4.4 25 4.9 40 4.6 30 4.47
Difference 1 .4 30 0.78

Case 20
Form B—May, 1952 5.2 40 6.4 70 5.8 50 5.00
Form A—Oct.,1951 4.4 25 4.6 30 4 .4 25 4.33
Difference 1.4 25 0.67
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of d if fe re n c e  d id  e x i s t  among th e  in d iv id u a ls  of t h i s  group 

of f i f th - g r a d e  s tu d e n ts .  They d if f e r e d  g r e a t ly  in  home l i f e  

and in  i n t e l l i g e n c e .  In  v iew ing th e  cases i t  was found th a t  

case 26 showed no ga in  in  grade placem ent in  re a d in g  or 

s ta n d a rd  sco re  gain  in  re a d in g . Case 31 made th e  g r e a te s t  

g a in , making a grade p lacem ent gain  in  re a d in g  o f 2 .5  w ith  a 

s ta n d a rd  sco re  gain  in  re a d in g  of .7 9 . Case 34 showed only  

a s l i g h t  gain  in  grade placem ent in  re a d in g  b u t showed a 

lo s s  in  s ta n d a rd  s c o re . Cases 25, 27, 28, 29, 30, and 31 

showed an average gain  o f 1 .7  in  grade placem ent and a .65 

gain  in  s ta n d a rd  s c o re . The t o t a l  gain  in  grade placem ent 

and in  s ta n d a rd  sco re  was le s s  than  th a t  made in d iv id u a l ly  

by case 31. Cases 26, 32 and 34 f a i l e d  to  show any ga in  in  

re a d in g  in  s ta n d a rd  sco re  o r grade p lacem en t. Nine of the  

cases f a i l e d  to  make a f u l l  grade advancement and th ey  f e l l  

below th e  .50 in  s ta n d a rd  sco re  g a in . In  view o f th e se  

gain s we can r e a d i ly  see th a t  cases 26, 32 and 34 a re  a l l  

s e r io u s ly  re ta rd e d  r e a d e rs .  These th re e  cases w ith o u t ques­

t io n  p ro b ab ly  should  have f u r th e r  h e lp  in  rem ed ia l re a d in g  

i f  th e y  a re  going to  hand le work on th e  sev en th -g rad e  l e v e l .  

Cases 21, 22, 24, 33, and 35 would p robab ly  be ab le  to  do 

th e  work re q u ire d  o f a s e v e n th -g ra d e r , i f  th e y  re c e iv e d  some 

in d iv id u a l  h e lp  a t  sch o o l and home.

R eading achievem ent in  grade %. The average gain  in  

grade placem ent in  re a d in g  f o r  th e  e leven  sev en th -g rad e  

s tu d e n ts  was 1 .2 0  w ith  a s ta n d a rd  sco re  gain  of .4 4 . The
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TABLE 17

GRADE PLACEMENT, PEECSNTILB AND STANDARD SCORE MADE Œ 
THE CALIFORNIA, READING TEST BT FIFTEEN REMEDIAL READING 
PUPILS OF THE SIXTH GRADE IN OCTOBER. 1951 AND MAI 1952.

Case
Number

Vocabulary 
G.P. %ile

R ead ing  
C om prehension 

G .P . $ i l e
T o ta l  

G .P . $ l l e
Standard

Score

Case 21
Form B—May, 1952 6.2 45 5.8 40 6.0 40 4.75
Form A—Oct., 1951 5.4 25 4.9 15 5.2 20 4.16
Difference 0.8 20 0.59

Case 22
Form B—May, 1952 5.5 20 6.0 30 5.7 25 4.33
Form A—Oct., 1951 4.9 15 5.4 25 5.0 20 4.16
Difference 0.7 5 0.17

Case 23
Foim B—May, 1952 6.5 40 6.0 30 6.3 40 4.75
Form A—Oct.,1951 5.8 40 5.3 25 5.5 30 4.47
Difference 0.8 10 0.28

Case 24
Form B—May, 1952 5.6 20 5.2 30 5.9 25 4.33
Form A—Oct.,1951 5.5 30 5.1 20 5.3 25 4.33
Difference 0.6 00 0.00

Case 25
Form B—May, 1952 6.4 40 6.6 50 6.5 40 4.75
Form A—Oct., 1951 5.1 20 5.1 20 5.1 20 4.16
Difference 1.4 20 0.59

Case 26
Form B—May, 1952 5.6 20 5.4 15 5.5 20 4.16
Form A—Oct.,1951 5.5 30 5.4 15 5.5 20 4.16
Difference 0.0 00 0.00

Case 27
Form B—May, 1952 7.6 70 6.4 40 7.0 60 5.25
Form A—Oct.,1951 5.7 30 5.5 30 5.1 30 4.47
Difference 1.9 30 0.78

Case 2B
Form B—May, 1952 5.8 25 6.2 30 6.0 30 4.47
Form A—Oct.,1951 4.5 10 4.7 15 4.6 15 3.96
Difference 1.4 15 0.51

Case 29
Form B—May, 1952 6.1 45 6.7 50 6.4 50 5.00
Form A—Oct.,1951 5.1 20 5.6 35 4.3 20 4.16
Difference 2.1 30 0.84

Case 30
Form B-May, 1952 6.5 40 6.4 40 6.5 40 4.75
Form A—Oct., 1951 5.5 30 5.3 25 5.4 25 4.33
Difference 1.1 15 0.42
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TÂBIE IV (c c m tin u e d )

GRADE PLACEMENT, PERCENTILE AM) STANDARD SCORE MADE Œ  
TOE CALIFORNIA, READING TEST HT FIFTEEN REMEDIAL READING

Reading
Case Vocabulary Cca^r^ension Total Standard

Number G.P. %ne G.P. m e G.P. %ile Score

Case 31
Perm B—May, 1952 7.2 60 5.9 25 6.5 40 4.75
Form A—Oct, , 1951 4.9 15 4.5 10 4.0 15 3.96
Difference 2.5 25 0.79

Case 32
Fom B—4Say, 1952 4.9 10 5.4 15 5.1 12 3.83
Form A—Oct.,1951 4.0 5 4.5 10 4.7 10 3.72
Difference 0.4 2 0.11

Case 33
Form B—May, 1952 4.7 ID 5.3 15 5.0 12 3.83
Form A—O ct.,1951 4.4 10 4 .4 10 4.4 10 3.72
Difference 0.6 2 0.11

Case 34
Form B—May, 1952 4.8 10 5.0 10 4.9 10 3.72
Form A—O ct., 1951 4.9 15 4.2 10 4.5 15 3.96
Difference 0.4 -5 -24

Case 35
Form B—May, I 952 5.7 30 6 .3 40 6.0 35 4.62
Form A—O ct.,1951 4.8 15 5.4 25 5.1 20 4.16
Difference 0.9 15 0.46
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average In te l l ig e n c e  q u o tie n t  fo r  th e se  e lev en  sev en th -g rad e  

s tu d e n ts  was 94, A lthough th e  I .  Q. fo r  th i s  group was 

n e a r ly  av e rag e , a g re a t  d if fe re n c e  d id  e x i s t  in  em otional 

m a tu r i ty . In  v iew ing th e  cases we f in d  th a t  case 44 was a t  

th e  bottom  of th e  l i s t  w ith  a gain  of only ,1  in  grade p la c e ­

ment in  re a d in g , and th i s  case  showed a lo s s  of - ,1 7  in  

s ta n d a rd  sco re  gain  in  re a d in g . Case 36 topped th e  l i s t  in  

t o t a l  re ad in g  gain  in  grade p lacem ent w ith  a 3 ,0  grade ad­

vancem ent, and showed a la rg e  gain  o f 1 ,29  in  s ta n d a rd  s c o re . 

Case 38 a ls o  showed a la rg e  gain  in  grade placem ent in  re a d ­

in g , making a gain  o f 2 ,8  in  grade advancement in  re a d in g , 

b u t w ith  only a ,37 gain  in  s ta n d a rd  s c o re . Cases 43 and 44, 

who ranked  so low , were em otional p rob lem s. Case 43 had a 

h e a r t  co n d itio n  th a t  p robab ly  c o n tr ib u te d  much to  h is  in a ­

b i l i t y  to  re a d , w h ile  case 44 came from one of th e  p o o re s t 

homes in  th e  town. The s ix  c h i ld re n  in  t h i s  fam ily  a l l  l iv e d  

in  one room. In  view of th e  many d if fe re n c e  th a t  d id  e x i s t  

among th e  in d iv id u a ls  making up th i s  group an average gain  

of 1 ,20  in  grade placem ent and a gain  o f ,44 in  s ta n d a rd  

sco re  gain  in  re a d in g  was a very  commendable g a in . In  

checking Table V one can see a t  a g lance th a t  a t  l e a s t  s ix  

of th e  cases p ro b ab ly  could have more in d iv id u a l  h e lp  in  

rem ed ia l re a d in g , w hile  th e  f iv e  rem ain ing  cases shou ld  be 

w ell enough a long  to  ad eq u a te ly  handle th e  n e x t grade le v e l  

w ithou t to o  much in d iv id u a l  h e lp  in  re a d in g ,

Reading achievem ent in  grade 8 , The average gain
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TABIE V

CRADE PLACEMENT, PERGENTHE AND STANDARD SCORE MADE Œ  
THE CALIFORNIA, READING TEST BÏ ELEVEN REMEDIAL READING

Reading
Case Vocabulary Conprehension Total Standard

Number G.P. %ile G.P. %ile G.P. f i l e Score

Case 36
Form B—May, 1952 7.7 50 8.9 80 8.1 60 5.25
Form A—Oct., 1951 5.6 15 4.6 5 5.1 15 3.96
Difference 3.0 45 1.29

Case 37
Form B—May, 19 52 7.8 50 7.7 50 7.7 50 5.00
Form A—Oct.,1951 6.7 30 6.5 40 6.6 35 4.62
Difference 1.1 15 0.38

Case 38
Form B—May, 1952 8.3 60 8.4 70 8.4 70 5.53
Form A—Oct.,1951 6*4 25 5.9 15 5.6 20 4.16
Difference 2.8 50 0.37

Case 39
Form B—May, 1952 6.4 15 7.4 40 6.8 25 4.33
Form A—Oct. , 1951 6.4 25 6.3 25 6,3 25 4.33
Difference 0.5 00 0.00

Case 40
Form B—May, 1952 7.6 50 9.1 85 8.1 60 5.25
Form A—Oct.,1951 6.7 30 6.7 30 6.7 30 4.47
Difference 1.4 30 0.78

Case 41
Form B—May, 19 52 5.9 10 5.4 5 5.8 10 3.72
Form A—Oct.,1951 5.3 10 4.5 1 5.4 5 3.35
Difference 0.4 5 0.37

Case 42
Form B—May, I952 6.5 20 7.2 30 6.8 25 4.33
Form A—Oct.,1951 6.5 20 5.9 15 6.2 18 4.08
Difference 0.6 7 0.25

Case 43
Form B—May, 1952 7.3 40 6.6 20 6.9 30 4.47
Form A—Oct.,1951 6.9 40 6.3 25 6.6 30 4.47
Difference 0.3 00 0.00

Case 44
Fom B—May, 1952 6.4 15 6.9 25 6.6 20 4.16
Form A—Oct., 1951 6.7 30 6.3 25 6.5 25 4.33
Difference 0.1 -5 - .1 7

Case 45
Form B—May, 1952 6.9 40 7.0 30 6.9 35 4.62
Form A—Oct.,1951 6,4 25 6.3 25 6 .4 25 4.33
Difference 0.5 10 0,29

Case 46
Form B—May, 1952 8.1 60 8.7 75 8,3 60 5.25
Form A—Oct., 1951 6.6 30 6.1 20 6*4 25 4.33
Difference 1.9 35 0.92
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made by th e  e ig h t ,  e ig h th -g rad e  s tu d e n ts  was only .9  in  

grade p lacem en t, w ith  a s ta n d a rd  sco re  ga in  o f only .26  

Comparing th i s  group w ith  grades 4 th rough  7 , grade e ig h t  

made th e  l e a s t  amount of g a in . There were many em otiona l 

problem s in v o lv ed  in  t h i s  g roup . Case 50 was very la rg e  

fo r  h is  age , w eighing around 250 pounds. He was named " la rd  

head" and " f a t  s tu f f "  by th e  o th e r  c h i ld re n ;  th e se  names d id  

n o t h e lp  th e  boy as he a lre a d y  s e lf - c o n s c io u s  about h is  

w e ig h t. Case 54 came from a broken home; as a m a tte r  o f 

f a c t  th i s  boy had no home l i f e  a t  a l l ,  he was an i l l e g i t i ­

mate c h i ld  l i v i n g  w ith  h is  g ra n d -p a re n ts . The g ran d -p a ren ts  

gave th e  boy v ery  l i t t l e  c a re ; h is  c lo th e s  were always d i r t y ;  

and most o f th e  tim e th e  boy h im se lf  was in  need o f a b a th . 

A ccording to  Table V I, case 50 made a sm all gain  o f ,3  in  

grade placem ent in  re a d in g  and showed a lo s s  of - .1 7  in  

s ta n d a rd  sco re  g a in . Case 54 a ls o  showed a very sm all gain  

in  grade placem ent o f .5 , and f a i l e d  to  show any gain  in  the  

s ta n d a rd  s c o re .  Case 48 topped th e  l i s t  in  th e  amount of 

gain  b e in g  made fo r  the  e ig h th -g ra d e  group, as th i s  case 

showed a gain  of two grades in  grade placem ent in  re a d in g  

w ith  a s ta n d a rd  sco re  gain  of .6 9 . From th e  evidence on 

hand i t  seems p ro b ab le  th a t  th i s  group w i l l  n o t do th e  b e s t  

of work in  th e  academic s u b je c ts  o f fe re d  in  th e  h ig h  sc h o o l. 

The schoo l o f fe r s  a very good course  in  boys shop and g i r l s  

home econom ics, th e re fo re  a lth o u g h  th e  academic s u b je c ts  may 

be d i f f i c u l t  f o r  most of th e se  e ig h t-g ra d e  rem ed ia l s tu d e n ts
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TABLE VI

GRADE PLACEMENT, PERCENTILE AND STANDARD SCORE MADE CK 
THE CALIFORNIA, READING TEST BT EIGHT REMEDIAL HEADING

Reading
Case Vocabulary Comprehension Total Standard

Number G.P. %ile G.P. m e G.P. %ile Score

Case 47
Form B—May, 1952 8.0 30 8.4 40 8.1 30 4.47
Form A—Oct.,1951 7.2 25 7.4 30 7.3 25 4.33
Difference 0.8 5 0.14

Case 48
Form B—May, 1952 7.7 20 7.8 35 7.7 25 4.29
Form A—Oct. ,1951 6.2 15 5.1 1 5.7 8 3.60
Difference 2.0 17 0.69

Case 49
Form B—May, 1952 7.9 25 9.4 70 8 .4 40 4.75
Form A—Oct.,1951 7.1 20 6.7 15 6.9 15 3.96
Difference 1.4 25 0.79

Case 50
Form B—May, 1952 7.5 15 8.4 40 7.7 20 4.16
Form A—Oct. , 1951 7.2 25 7.7 30 7 .4 25 4.33
Difference 0.3 -5 —.17

Case 51
Form B—May, 1952 7.7 20 8.7 50 8.0 30 4.47
Form A—Oct.,1951 6.3 15 7.7 30 7.0 20 4.16
Difference 1.0 10 0.13

Case 52
Form B—May, 1952 7.5 20 8.8 50 8.1 30 4.47
Form A—Oct.,1951 7.6 30 7.2 25 7.4 25 4.33
Difference 0.7 5 0.14

Case 53
Form B—May, 1952 7.2 25 5.5 10 6.2 10 3.72
Form A—Oct., 1951 6.2 10 4.5 1 5.3 5 3.35
Difference 0.7 5 0.37

Case 54
Form B—May, 1952 8.8 50 7.2 15 7.2 15 3.96
Form A—Oct. , 1951 7.0 25 6.3 10 6.7 15 3.96
Difference 0.5 00 0.00
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they  shou ld  have been ab le  to  g e t a l o t  out of th e se  two 

o f f e r in g s .

Summary o f grade ach ievem ent« N early  a l l  th e  cases  

in  g rades fo u r th rough  e ig h t  gained  one or more y ea rs  in  

grade p lacem ent. Prom t h i s  group 1 6 .6  p e r cen t made b e t t e r  

th a n  a two grade advancement in  re a d in g . Only one case 

showed a gain  of th re e  y e a r s .  Prom th e  t o t a l  number of 

cases in  th e  program , two made no gain  in  re a d in g  and n in e  

made le s s  than  .5  gain  in  grade advancem ent. By u s in g  th e  

s ta n d a rd  sco re  i t  was found th a t  e leven  ou t o f th e  t o t a l  

cases or a 20 ,5  p e r  cen t f a i l e d  to  show any gain  in  re a d in g .

In  t o t a l  gain  in  grade placem ent in  re ad in g  grade 

fo u r topped th e  l i s t  w ith  a gain  o f 1 .37  and showed an a v e r­

age gain  of .59 on th e  s ta n d a rd  sc o re . The e lev en  sev en th - 

grade s tu d e n ts  were second in  t o t a l  gain  in  grade p lacem en t, 

b u t th ey  were t h i r d  in  s ta n d a rd  sco re  g a in , as th ey  only 

showed a gain  of .4 4 . In  s tan d ard  sco re  ga in  the  n in e  f i f t h -  

grade s tu d e n ts  were second as they  showed a gain  here  o f .58 , 

b u t th ey  were th i r d  in  grade placem ent gain  w ith  a gain  here 

o f 1 .04  in  re a d in g . The e ig h t ,  e ig h th -g ra d e  s tu d e n ts  made 

th e  l e a s t  amount o f gain  as t h i s  group only  averaged .9  gain  

in  re a d in g  in  grade p lacem en t, and they  showed a g ain  of only 

.26 in  s ta n d a rd  s c o re .
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CHAPTER IV 

SUMMARY, CONCLUSIONS AND RECOI®EEDATIONS

R e-S tatem ent of the  problem . The te a c h in g  o f r e ­

m edial re a d in g  seems to  be coming a p a r t  of th e  c u r r i c ­

ulum. Almost every  schoo l w i l l  p ro b ab ly  have I t s  sh a re  of

slow o r r e ta rd e d  r e a d e rs .  W hether t h i s  problem  has come 

about due to  th e  com plex ity  o f s o c ie ty  rem ains to  be seen , 

b u t what ever th e  source o f th e  problem . I t  appears to  be

one th a t  we w i l l  have to  f a c e . The purpose o f th i s  s tudy

has been to  show what one schoo l d id  abou t a re a d in g  problem  

th a t  e x is te d  In  t h e i r  sc h o o l, and how th ey  a tta c k e d  th i s  

problem and th e  r e s u l t s  o b ta in ed  from th e  ex p e rim en ta l re a d ­

in g  program .

L im ita tio n  o f th e  s tu d y . T his s tudy  was n o t In ten d ed

to  s e t  up a c r i t e r i a  to  be fo llow ed In  c a rry in g  ou t a r e ­

m edial re a d in g  program b u t to  e x p la in  th e  program th a t  was 

c a r r ie d  o u t, and to  show what was accom plished In  th a t  

program .

C onclusion  and recom m endations. The f in d in g s  of t h i s

study  In d ic a te  th a t  w ith  a l i t t l e  e f f o r t  on th e  p a r t  o f th e

a d m in is tra t io n , te a c h e rs  and community a w orkable program 

of rem ed ia l re a d in g  can be c a r r ie d  out In a school w ith  

a minimum amount of tim e and re s o u rc e s . The f in d in g s  I n d i­

ca te  th a t  th e re  was enough over a l l  h e lp  g iven  to  th o se

-27 -
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in d iv ld u a ls  th a t  made up the rem ed ia l re a d in g  program th a t  

th e  program would w arran t b e in g  co n tin u ed  in  th e  f u tu r e .

In  rev iew in g  th e  rem ed ia l re a d in g  program , th e  e lev en  

fo u rth -g ra d e  s tu d e n ts  made th e  g r e a te s t  gain  in  re a d in g  a -  

chievem ent in  grade placem ent as w e ll  as th e  l a r g e s t  g a in  in  

s tan d ard  s c o re . The e ig h t ,  e ig h th -g ra d e  s tu d e n ts  made th e  

l e a s t  p ro g re ss  in  grade placem ent in  re a d in g  and in  s ta n d a rd  

sc o re .

In  check ing  th i s  ex p erim en ta l re a d in g  program th e  

d a ta  in d ic a te d  th a t  many reasons e x is te d  which caused the 

v a rio u s  g rades to  make la rg e  gains w h ile  o th e rs  made com­

p a ra b ly  sm all gains or no gain  a t  a l l .  The group was very  

h etrogeneous, w ith  many em otional and s o c ia l  f a c to r s  i n ­

vo lved . Some of the  c h ild re n  came from broken homes, w hile  

some had no home l i f e  a t  a l l ,  and a few had p h y s ic a l h an d i­

caps th a t  le d  to  em otional d is tru b a n c e  in  th e  c h i ld .

The re a d in g  program  s tro n g ly  su g g ested  th a t  th e re  

was no s in g le  b e s t  method to  be used in  te a c h in g  rem ed ia l 

re a d in g . Any e f f e c t iv e  program must use many methods sim­

u lta n e o u s ly  because each c h ild  i s  u n iq u e .

There was v ery  good ra p p o r t between th e  te a c h e r  and 

th e  s tu d e n ts  making up th e  rem ed ia l program . The te a c h e r  

made each c h i ld  f e e l  th a t  he belonged to  h e r  group and she 

seemed to  i n s t i l l  in  alm ost every c h i ld  a p r id e  in  th e  

program and a d e s ire  on the  p a r t  of each c h i ld  to  want to  

improve h is  re a d in g  a b i l i t y .  On th e  whole th e  c h ild re n

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



-2 9 -
enjoyed b e in g  in  th e  read in g  program .

Most o f th e  p a re n ts  re a c te d  very  fav o rab ly  to  th e  

re a d in g  program . Many of th e  m others exclaim ed th a t  th ey  

d id  n o t r e a l i z e  t h e i r  c h i ld re n  con ld  improve so much in  so 

sh o r t of a tim e . Then ag a in  th e re  were th o se  p a re n ts  who 

though t because i t  was a s p e c ia l  re a d in g  c la s s  t h e i r  c h i ld re n  

should  become e x p e rt re a d e rs  over n ig h t ,  and because th e  

c h ild re n  d id  n o t come up to  what th ey  expected  of them, th e  

program was a w aste of tim e and money.

I f  th e  re a d in g  program i s  review ed w ith  th e  many 

l im i ta t io n s  th a t  d id  e x i s t  among th e  c h i ld re n ,  i t  can be 

seen th a t  a tremendous g ain  was made, as each  c h i ld ’s re a d ­

in g  d i f f i c u l t y  was based on many f a c to r s  and th ese  f a c to r s  

d i f f e r e d  w ith  each c h i ld .  The low in te l l ig e n c e  q u o tie n t  of 

some of th e  c h ild re n  may have been a f a c to r  in  th e  c h i ld  

n o t showing to o  much improvement in  re a d in g , bu t modern 

th in k e rs  in  the rem ed ia l re a d in g  f i e l d  in d ic a te  many f a c to r s  

may la y  beh ind  th e  c h i ld ’s i n a b i l i t y  to  re a d . One of th e  

la rg e  problem s th ey  claim  i s  th e  em o tiona l problem  stemming 

from broken homes, p h y s ic a l d e f e c ts ,  p a s t  i l l n e s s ,  la c k  of 

s le e p  and many o th e r  s im ila r  c a u se s .

One o f th e  b ig  problems th a t  had to  be contended w ith  

a t  th e  s t a r t  of th e  program was th e  r e a c t io n  from th e  s t u ­

den ts  who were n o t in c lu d ed  in  th e  re a d in g  program . They 

la b e le d  th e  rem ed ia l read in g  group as " d u m b e lls ," o r the  

"dummy group ."  The e lem en tary  grade te a c h e r ’s helped  th i s
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s i t u a t i o n  by e x p la in in g  th e  program  to  a l l  of th e  s tu d e n ts ,  

and t r i e d  to  show them where any one o f them could have been 

a slow re a d e r .  Towards th e  end of th e  s ix  months p e r io d  

th a t  th e  re a d in g  program was in  e x is te n c e  many o f th o se  s tu ­

d en ts  who were n o t in  th e  rem ed ia l re a d in g  program f e l t  th a t  

th e y  were m iss in g  out on som ething and they  asked to  be in ­

cluded  in  th e  program .

The ex p erim en ta l rem ed ia l re a d in g  program showed th a t  

a c h i ld  could  p ro g re ss  q u i te  r a p id ly  when in d iv id u a l  i n s t r u c ­

t io n  was g iven to  th a t  s tu d e n t .  T his p ro g re ss  was n o t only 

in  term s of an in c re a s in g  number of s k i l l s  and re a d in g  te c h ­

n iq u es b u t a ls o  in  th e  a l l  around p e rso n a l developm ent of 

th e  c h i ld .  There seemed to  be an in te r r e l a t i o n s h ip  between 

c h i ld  and te a c h e r  which a f f e c t s  th e  c h i ld ’s em otional d e v e l­

opment r e s u l t in g  in  a g r e a te r  sense of s e c u r i ty  and s e l f ­

esteem  on h is  p a r t .  The s tu d y  a ls o  showed th a t  i f  re a d in g  is  

s u c c e s s fu l ly  ta u g h t i t  has a th e ra p e u tic  v a lu e .

Case numbers were s u b s t i tu te d  f o r  th e  in d iv id u a l 

names, b u t th e  in fo rm atio n  could  be found about each in d i ­

v id u a l by going to  th e  cum ulative reco rd s  th a t  a re  on f i l e  

in  th e  su p e rin te n d e n ts  o f f ic e  in  th e  G ettysburg  P u b lic  

School in  G etty sb u rg , South D akota.
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APPENDIX

THE INTELLIGENCE QUOTIENTS OP THE RE3S.ÎEDIAL 
READING STUDENTS IN THE GETTYSBURG PUBLIC SCHOOL

INTELLIGENCE QUOTIENTS OF ELEVEN FOURTH GRADE STUDENTS

E NUÎJBER I .  Q

1 84

2 92

3 100

4 103

5 101

6 100

7 90

8 82

9 88

10 89

11 87
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INTELLIGENCE QUOTIEÎITS OP NINE FIFTH-GRADE STUDENTS 

CASE NUIffiER I .  Q.

12 82

13 100

14 94

15 100

16 105

17 104

18 98

19 95

20 96
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INTELLIGEIICE QUOTIENT FOR FIFTEEN SIXTH-GRADS STUDENTS 

CASE NÜIÆBER I .  Q.

21 94

22 93

23 96

24 100

25 108

26 84

27 102

28 103

29 101

30 100

31 105

32 88

33 87

34 84

35 90
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INTELLIGENCE QUOTIENT OF ELEVEN SEVENTH-GRADE STUDENTS

3 NUMBER I .  q

36 102

37 98

38 100

39 89

40 101

41 86

42 86

43 85

44 81

45 89

46 103
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INTELLIGENCE QUOTIEITT OP EIGHT, EIGHTH-GRADE STUDENTS 

CASE NUIÆBER I .  Q.

47 86

48 102

49 100

50 87

51 94

52 89

53 84

54 88
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