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CHAPTER I

THE REICH CONCORDAT AND CO-ORDINATION OF CATHOLIC:
ORGANIZATIONS o

In 1933, the emerging Third Reich encountered a
state in the world., Foundations for the Reich-Vatican
conflict duripg World War II began with Bismarck and the
unification of Germany under Prussian lgadershipb In
1870,'V§tican Couneil I declared the degma of papal
infallibiliyyawhich Bismarcg regarded as an arrogation
of -state rights. He felt that it detracted from the
suprgmefauthprity;that the King and Chancellor should
exert over the new German Empire. Bismarck's desire to

appoint ecclesiastics and control education resulted in

the Kﬁitﬁrkampf, a contest between the leaders of Germany
and the authqfities of the Roman Catholic Church which

led to the expulsion of the Jesults from Germgny'and the
"May Laws" aimed at state control of the clergy. Bismarck
also abolished the salaries and religious orders of recu-
sants to bring the clergy under state control.

By 1878, despite persecution of the Church that

accompanied the Kulturkampf, State and Church reached an

understanding which made co-existence possible. This

was largely due to the rise of the unique Gétholig

Center 3afty which had a solid Catholic membership drawn-
from such disparate elements as to be capable of entering
into either a conservative or 1iberal coalition. The

Center, helding the balance of power between the Social

1



Democrats and the National Liberals, broughtaabeut
Church-State eo;opengtiqn by siding with Bismarck against
the other twe parties in support‘éf a weakened version
of Bismarck's isolationist tariff bill, .Bismarck saw
the need for co;opbrationhwith the Center Party not only
to influence the gne;third Catholic German population
but as a political force., Still, no final settlement
of the respggtive rights of Church and State resulted.
World War I provided eircgmstances, when the
United States entered the war and internal German events
brought about a situation seemingly conducive to peéees
in which the Center Party could exert its political
influence, In July of 1917, the Center Party's een;
éervapive ma jority supported the amnexationists in their
attempt to bring Belgian, French, and“Ruséian ﬁerria
@ories‘intg Germany's domain, Tﬁe,liberal minority,
convinced that_Germgny could not win the war, proposed
a Peace Resolution with no annexation and no indemnity.
Social Democrats and Progressives joined the newly
oriented Center in favor of phé"ré§olutieno The Allies
were unrecgptiye”tg'thelngw proposal. The Vatican, .
too, meneuvered diplomatically in support of restoratien
of Belgium under the conditions of the Peace Resolution
in an effort to encourage a c@mprcmise peace. Allied
failuré to take advantage éf the peace proposal curbed
Qenter'Party detivity during the First World War and

caused Pope Benedict XV to cease diplomatic initiatives
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and teo retuante‘appea;s for peace qn'humanitarian grounds.
) Between 1870, when the Vatican lest the last trace
of its temporal army as Rome became the'qap;tal of é new
Italian Kingdom, and 1919, the Vatiean'experienced a
transformation in its manner of handling international
problems, In World War I, it became obvious that Vatican
representation of all Catholics, irrespective of nation=-
ality, combined with its humanitarian goal on earth to
~demand that the Holy_See”pursue a course of the strictest
neut:ali?yo To -do otherwise indicated its partiality to
one country, resulting in a decreased ability to promote
1ts objectives in the neglected country. :
e ‘The problem became more acute whenlene_éf the
factions at war found it expedient to hinder Vatican
policy toward that country's Catholic population. The
‘Vatican had to remain neutral despite secular pressure
apglied tp.natipnal Catholics in order to forego their
increased pérsecution in the foending eguntry. Vatican
policy tried to avoid this dilemma by making non-political
peace proposals based on an appeal to all humanity, re;
gardless of the political persuasion of the ind;viduai
belligerents., - Benedict XV!s adhereneé to this ﬁolicy
caused the Central Powers to regard the V?tican as
prééAl%y%land the Allies tp.réggrd it as pro;Germane
The Vatican learned that its new wartime policy-—a
strange blend of.nati@nalfpeliticsg international di-

plomecy, and neutrality-—was unwieldy,.
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Vatican international poliey was hampered by a
similar situation on the State level because the Church
had to refrain from engaging in national polities. With
-the loss of Vat;can temporal power, the philosophy of
separating Church and State became particularly appli-
cable; the church being supreme in spiritual matters
and the state foremost in political affairs, Theo-
retically, the Church gave up its right to engage in
politics on any level in order te assure peaceful
existence within the nation and stringent international
neutrality.

- On the other hand, since the Church recognized
St&pe secular supremacy, it had to advocate that its
members give allegiance to the lggally'constituted s
autherity. Within this framework, the Vatican strove
to fulfill its basic function of obtaining the best
possible conditions for Catholics within the State.

‘This situafion leads to political conflict
that may resu1t~in’a concordat, aﬁ agreement between
the pépe and a government for the regulation of ecclesi~-
gst;qal matters. A concordat is devised to delineate
& "way of living" by which the State yields its right
to interfere in most spiritual affairs while the Church
agrees to become non-political, By this method the
philosophy of separation of Church and State becomes a
reality founded upon the words of a treaty. The Vatican

negotiates away its right to treat politically with the
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§tate;§itheg through itself or the Catholic Church of the
nation, Nevertheless, when‘its natienal programs are
threatened, the Vatican must resort"tO‘national pelities
and international diplomacy to protect Catheliec interests.
This abrogates the‘r;ghts assﬁre@ to it under either the
philosephy of separatién of Chﬁr@h and State or a eon;
cordat, «— | _ ]

] $GnaJu1y 31, 1919, the newly adopted constitution
of the Weimar Republie uﬁheld the undisturbed exercise

of freedom of religion under State protection and did
not impoéé awS$ate_Chur9h,l During_the inter;war peried
the Vatiegn?slsﬁperior @@cté;nal development and organi;
zational capacity helped it'gather‘strength in the wake
of weak and unstable lay governments.

- By-1933, the Romen Catholic Church had evolved
inte a-supra:nati@nal entity with parsuasive influence
@ver the moral, ideologlcal and political actlgns @f
more -than 3§Q;m;111og persons in Europe. Income and
budgetary figures are net published, but the Vatican's
immense global holdings in finence, property, and
membership caused the secular powers of the world teo

regard the Vatican as an institution capable of 1nf1u~

encing the thought of entire eountries, Diplomatic

) i l% S, War Department, Nazi Consggrac “and
rression {Washingten, l?héis IV, 688, Herealter cited
&s NOK, This is thé Constitution of the German Reich,
ThiTd Chaptér, Artiele 135-137. "The Vatican generally -
fears a State Church because it detracts from the inter-
national power of the Holy See.




relgtipné with thirty-seven nations, exclusive of apos=
tolic delegates,.and one of the best informedlintelligemee
services in the Wor}da added to this prestige. The pope,
as visible head of the Church, commanded only a 500 man
temporal militia and an 108 area, but in fact, led an
"empire" camparable in wealth and power to many lay
governments., B

This supra:national entity is directed by a highly
centralized organization, having functions comparable to
the foreign services of seeularwcountfies, directly re;

spensible to the pope,3 The Vatican uses these agencies

' 2Camllle M, €ianfarra, The Vatican and the War
(New York, 194)), 66-67., Herealter cited as Cianfarra.
The Vatican had more than thirteen hundred bishops
throughout the woerld who Sent periodical reports to the
Holy See. In addition, the numerous Nuncios and aposteélic
delegates, having access to the same information as lay
ambassadors, sent both pelitical and ecclesiastical news
to the Papal Secretary of State.

3The Roman Catholic Church functions through a
strict’ hlerarchy, The pope is the supreme authority who
delegates much of his power to twelve collegiate bedies
called congregations, three tribunals, and four offices.
These agsemblies form fthe Curis, or Church Government,
The Congregations are cémparable to the deparftments of
state of lay governments. The cardinals, most of whom
reside in Rome although a few are heads of dioceses,
constitute the Vatican Senate. Apostolic delegates have
only a religious mission to lay gevernments but may act
as intermediaries with the lay authority in practice.
They have access to the same sources of information as
nuncios, who a®s charged with & diplomatic mission.

This same political mission extends to internuncies,

The papal envoys of ambassadorial rank are nuncios while

an internuncio is comparable to an envoy extraordinary

or minister plenipotentiary., The function of both is

to foster goed relations between the Vatican and the lay

state while attending to the state of the Church in their



to disseminate information and protect its international
flock by formulating policy, programs, and directives
intended to stabilize adverse pressures applied by lay
governments,

On January 30, 1933, Adolf Hitler, a Cathelic,
became German Chancellor and proceeded to amass sweeping
to?alitgrian powers undqr the aegis of the National .
Socialist German Workers'! Party (NSDAP). The Vaticants
inability to recqncile its ultramontépism with the
National Socialist belief in Party supremacy in all
aspects of life gave rise to immediate moral andwideo:
logical‘Opposition, Hitler and the Nazi hierarchy
clearly saw the delicate problem of superimposing
National Socialism upon religion. They undertook the
political manipulation of the German Catholic Chureh and
the Vatican so as not to become liable to their suasive
moral and political power,

Conflict first occurred on the political level
within Germany., Paul von Hindenpurg,"President of the
Weimar Républic, appointed“Hitlar to head a cabinet

based on a parlimentary majority of the Reichstag. The

assigned territory. Bishops have authority to govern
the Church outside of Rome in conformity with canon law
and papal directives. They aré the link between the
Holy Sse end the parish priest. All ranks are directly
responsible through the hierarchy to the pope, For
further information see: Cianfarre, 63-67; Robert A,

Graham, Vetican Diplomacy: A -Study of Church and State

on the International pPlane (Princeton, New Jersey, 1959),
23 and 125=26, Herealter cited as Graham,




Nazi Party, supported by the conservative Nationalists,
held only 247 of the 583 seéts.and lacked the necessary
votes. The Center Party, the party of the golden mean
that normally elected between sixty to.sevgnty members

to the Reichstag, held the balance of power between the
Right and the opposition Left, Hitler began negotiations
with Monsignor Ludwig Kaas, leader of the Catholic Center,
to secure an electoral majority. The Chancellor said that
if negotiations failed he would dissolve the Reichstag
and hold new elections.

Kaas submitted questions and suggested guarantees
designed to protegt the Center Party. Hitler immeqiatély
repudiated these- provisions, intended only for discussion,
as excluding a basis for agreement and called for new
elections.u Kaas protested to Hindenburg too late,
Hitler had already obtained a decree from the President
setting the date of March 5, 1933, as the time for a new
election., On February 17, the Prussian Minister of the
Interior, Hermann Goering, ordered his police to open
fire on members of parties hostile to the government.
Thus a terrorist campaign began which, although directed

at Communists dnd Socialists, counted many Catholics ameng

'uAllan Bullock, Hitlér: A Study in Tyranny (New
York, 1962), 255-58. Hereafter cited as Bullock. Bullock
and other competent historians believe that Hitler pre=
meditatedly used the submitted provisions as an excuse to
call for new elections,
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its viectims,

The Nazi's intensified election campaign gained
impetus when an alleged Communist revolution and the
burning of the Reichstag building gave Hitler an oppor;
tunity to decree the revocation of individual liberties
guaranteed by the Weimar Constitution. The decree of
.February 28 cpntained_many other P?ovisiogs that gllowed
the NSDAP to assume vast powers and culminated,; on
March 5, in a Nazi-Nationalist coalition with a bare
majority in the Reichstag.

The Nazis now began a drive for passage of an
Enabling Act to allow the government to deviate from the
Constitution; conclude treaties withhforeign powers, and
enact laws drafted by the Chancellor without the co-oper=
ation of the Reichstag. They needed a two-thirds majority
to pass the Act as a constitutional amendment. The ne-
cessity for such a large number of votes again placed
'Hitler in contention with the Center Party. It had
actually increased its pPOportional representation in the
Reichstag during the glectiéno“

Hitler's March 23 Reichstag speech masterfully
convinced the opposition parties that it was to their
advantage to vote for the}Enabliné Act., 1Its appeal te

the Catholic Church was singularly successful. Promising

, SGeorge Seldes, The Vatican: Yesterday-Today-=—
Temorrow (New York, 1934}, 336, Hereafter cited as Seldes.
Goering planned to eliminate all opposition. Influential
Gethelics were included intentionally, not accidentally.
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peace and Qhristiagity as the'foundation of Germany's life,
Hitler declared that the "Govermment will devote its care
to the sincere living together of Church and State."6
TheVSpeech evoked an official memorandum from the Fulda
Bishops'! Conference. It stated that, although the German
bishops had adopted a dgcidgdly oppositional attitude
toward National Socialism, subsequent official German
statements convinced them that their earlier prghipitioﬁs
and warnings must now be disregarded.7 The historically
opportunistic Center Party, believing the speech to be
a‘guarantee of Church rights in Germany, voted with the"
two:third majority for passage of the act.

Meanwhile the NSDAP began to extinguish the
"Catholic political movement" throughout Germany. It
brutally attacked Catholic associations such as the
National Convention of Roman Catholic Journeymen and the
Catholic Benevolent‘Asso_ciapion.8 Leading bishops com;
plained to th§ Chancellor about the methods employed.
Hitler sympathetically assured them that such . incidents
were undesirable, were not directed gpecifically against
Catholics, and that Catholic associations would not be

6NCA9 VI, 10k,

7Ibido, 105, The Fulda Bishops' Conference began
as an advisory assembly of Prussian and Uppér Rhenish
bishops, After 1933, it included all twenty-five German
bishops. They directed German Catholic opinion. Quite
often it did not reflect Vatican policy.

BSeld959 337-38,
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qisturbed by the new regime if they entertained no tenden-
cies hostile §omth§'governm§nt.9

The State's demand that influential Catholics and
their organizations stay strictly out of politics began
to solidify as Hitler molded Germany into a totalitarian
nation, On April 28, the Chancellor clearly outlined this
necessity to the bishops of Germany. They had presented
grievances to him concerning deprivation of the freedom
of the Catholic Church, schools; associations, and the
dismis§a1 of Catholic officials purely because of their
ideology. While forcefully rejecting the idea of any
renewal of the Xulturkampf and speaking of the Church

with great regard, Hitler insisted that it simply fulfill
its spiritual mission and keep its organizations aloof
from party politibs,lg

On June 2l, the Reich followed up this warning
by -assimilating the Christian (Catholic) Trade Unions‘
into the;Ger@&n Labor Front, The Catholic Unions had
esdgped the general.staﬁe take=over of unions a Qénth
earlier purely as a concession to their Christian nature.
'But they continued to use their special position to

remain undisturbéd by National Socialism while promoting

90,S., Department of Staté, Documents on German -
Foréign Policy, 1918-1945, Series C (1933-1937), = =
(Washington, 1957), 1, 360=6l, Hereafter cited as DGFP,
Co, . R

A %‘-L 10 2 ~ o
N DGFP, C, I, 347-48.

A,
L
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political Catholicism,lt

The replacement of‘Ca;hqlie union"leaders with
National Socialists corresponded with confliet in the
areas of education, youth organizations, and press
facilities, Reich-Church tension became so hostile
in fields where both powers claimed jurisdiction that
the neeéssity arose to draw clear lines of authority
"within which Church and State could contain themselves,
The Vatican could no longer divorce itself from the
relations between the Reich and the German Catholics
and, searching for a way to protect its German<memper;
ship, resorted to national political activity designed
to negotiate a concordaﬁ similar te those with the
German States of Bavaria, Prussia, and Baden.

Germany took the initiative in instigating a

concordat by sending a devout Catholic, Franz von

Papengl2 to Rome to see the Italian Head of State and

llyca; 111, 383-8.. The spirit of the German

attitude is captured by the Director of the Office of-
the Organization of the German Labor Front im NCA, IV,
1055: "It is above all the Catholic party leaders whom
the Trade Unions have taken over who should be removed
from the associations, those men who . . . are main-
taining their connections with politieal Cathelicism
just as they always have," o .

: ,12Franz von Papen (1879-1959): member of Cathoelic
Center Party; Vicé-Changellor under Hitler, January 30,
1933=August, 193k; Special Plenipotentiary for the Saar,
November 1933-June 193k; negetiator of the Concordat;
Ambassador to Austria, July 1934-February 1938; Plenipo-
tentiary Minister Extraordinary on special mission to
Austria, July 19363 Ambassador to Turkey, April 1939-
August 194k,
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placate the Vatican., Papen hoped to use the concordat
not only to ease ténsipn»with the Vatican but to pacify
the Cabinet Conservatives! demand that basic Christian
prinéiples be incorporated into the government's
statements of policyo13

Later, Benito Mussolini pointed out to Papen the
momentous effect that a successful agreement with the
Vatican would have on world opinion toward Germany. He
noted that such an act would establish the new regime's
prestige abroad for the first time. He told the German
Embassy in Italy that by enticing the Vatican to conclude
a concordat, Germany could relieve its isolated position,
win a moral victory, and gather favorable Catheolic opinion
throughout-the world. This would place Germany on a
better footing for diplomacy with the lay nations.™

_The German Ambassador to the Holy See passed this
information on to the Foreign Ministry. He stressed that
the possibility of a concordat provéd important enough
to upset enemy powers who were "using all their influence
in order to dissuade the Vatican from concluding a treaty

with Germ.anyo"l5 Despite foreign epposition, preliminary

13Franz von Papsn, Memoirs (New York, 1953), 278
Hereafter cited as Papen.,

luDGFP , I, 636, These thoughts occurred to
leaders of the Reich but Mussolinits beliefs added
impetus to concordat negotiations,

51pia,, 610-11.
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discussions with the Papal Secretary of State; Cardinal
E}zgenioAPacelligl6 cordially progressed to a discussien
of the final draft.

German policy toward the Vatican during negoti-
ations, indeed throughout the war years, centered around
the two explicit demands that Catholie influence be 1)
absolutély §nd £inally removed from political matters,
and 2) relegated to a purely Christian role as determined
by the State, The Vatican, which never openly endorsed
national Catholic political parties, bargained away the
Center Party in an effort to coneludew§he concordat,

The Socia;fDemocrats,AGommunistsg and Nationalists
were already defunct when, on Jmly 5, the Center»déclared
itself dissolved in éccordance with Hitler's wishes,
However, sporadic anti-Catholic outbreaks hindered con-
clusion of the cencordat. Hitler displayed his genuine
concern by ;SSu@ng orders to rescind former measures
against Catholies in order to appease the Vatican and
17

promote conditions conducive to signing of the concordat,

His desire to bring internal peace succeeded and, on July

- - 18pugenio Pacelli (1876-1958): Ordained 1899;
promoted to Secretary of the Sacred Congregation for
Extraordinary Ecclesiastical Affairs,.191l; consecrated
Archbishop of Sardes, 1917; Papal Nuncio to Bavaria,
19173 Papal Nuncio to Berlin, 1925-29; made a c¢ardinal
and Secretary of State, 1929; traveled extensively in
both Americas and Eurcpe; made Camerlengo in 1935:
electeg as Pope Pius XII and reigned from March 2, 1939
to 1958,

17Papen9 281,
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20, 1933, Papen and Pacelll ratified the first important
foreign treaty entered into by the Third Reich==the
German-Vatican Concordat,

-The Concordat theoretically delineated the entire
gamut of legal relationships between Church and State,
but the heart of the document, the prbviﬁion without
which thé Reich would not sign, was the regulation of
"political Catholicism" contained in Articles 31 and

8

32,1 Political Catholicism, originating as a reproach

against the Roman Papacy during the Kulturkampf, became

the vortex of National Socialist agitation toward the
Ca“bhplicg° Article 31 guaranteed protectipn to purely
réligious organizations and their respective Christilane
oriented affil;ateso ‘Organizations extending beyond
these 1limits to add social or professional interests
were similarly protected provided that they remained
absolutely non=-political, )
The-State_also_guaranteed the right of regular
worship, to members of sport and youth organizations
falling under State control, Members of these organ=-
izations received the right of exemption from partici-
pation in activities not in harmony with their religious
beliefs, Although the one-party state had become a

reality by the time Papen and Pacelli signed the document,

Alaseé'APPendiX A, 187-91 for selected articles
from the Concordat., o
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Article 32 removed the last possible opposition by flatly
excluding the clergwarom political parties (except the
"NSDAP) and activities on their behalf.
The majority of the articles provéd unsatisfactory.
‘Article I contained the usual clause pledging freedom of
re}igiono"Artieles 5 through 10 described the.legal
status of the clergy, and 11 through 13 diocesan boundaries
and juridical religious bodies. All Articlesldepended on
favorable interpretation and, in some cases, the status
of German civil law, Under Article 1l the pope appointed
the bishops who assumed office only in the absence of
,politica; objedtiong by the governmgnt; ‘The selected
bishdps then, by Article 16, swore a loyalty oath to the
Reich. -
- The Vatican obtained its major victory in Articles
19 thréugh 25 which guaranteed the”Cafholicmeducatignal
system by providing a basis by which Nazi inroads in this
area could be combatted., Most of the remaining articles,
between 25 and 31, regulated marriage, prisons and eother
institutioﬁs, and the language to be used in church
servicesol9
. Problems of practical application of the Con-
cordat's térms bécame the subject of numerous crises even

before the final ratification. Misinterpretation, or.

N 19366 Guenter Lewy, The Catholic Church and Nazi
Germany (New York, 196l), 79-86 for a superb explanatien
of the Cencordat terms. Hereafter cited as Lewy,
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narrow interpretation, precipitgted most crises, but -the
true reason was more fundamental. The Church grossly
misunderstood the 1engths to which National Socialism
would go to uphold its totalitarian ideas, and the Reich
failed to rgalize”hpw steadfastly the Church would cling
te its basic d@ctringso The document offered various
opportunities whereby divergent views could be reconciled
by "joint agreement," but neither camp foresaw its beliefs
as totally exclusiye of the gpée?ﬂgf |

The NSDAP'!s method, and that of Hitler, was to
"jointly agpee";on}y when a number of‘solutions acceptable
to the Reich were proposed and the Vatican accepted one
of them. This worked well for Article 27 whereby the
Reich nominated = ngmbe;'of Army Bishops, and the Holy
See appointed one "so that no one can be appointed by
the Vapicég-;o whgm the Reich Government does n9t agree;“2®
However, this methed did not succeed in areas where Ca-
tholicism ﬁa§ more firmly entrenched.

- Article 31 provisions for regulating Catholic
politi¢a; activities were a constant source of irrie
tation, but the first clashess occurred in the field of
youth education which seemed to be stabilized by Article
ZloJ"This'article provided that religious instruction be

taught in accordance with Catholic principles as an

29}3(':}}‘7‘132}'0‘9 I, 622. Letter from Papen to Hitler.
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integral part of seégndaryg senior, and vocational school
curriculvms. Nevertheless, National Socialist requirements
that teachers join the NSDAP, teach in an atmbspherelof
anti:Semitismg and remove crucifixes from the classrooms
became irreconcilable with Catholic beliefs in humani:
tarianismvand the display of the visible Church.

Another acute problem arose concerning German
aésimilation of Catholic youth into organizations directed
by the State, Section L, Article 31 pre-supposed differ=
ence of opinion in this‘respect and specified that members
of these bodies need only participate as far as their
religious conviction would allow. Here again, asmNationai
Socialiém gradually inculcated its beliefs into the organ-
izatiohs, the Church found itg principles in opposition,

The satisfactory solution of resulping disa;
greements never occurred under the Nagis'gpd, as Germany
expanded to Western and Eastern Europe, new differences
emerged when the Concordat did net sufficiently cover
situations arising in newly incorporated and occupied
territories, MFinally, the gtatemen@ of Article_33,4
Section 2, that: "Should differences of opinion arise
regarding the interpretation or execution of any of the
articles of this Conpordaﬁg the Holy See and the German
Reich will reach a friendly solution by mutual agreement

o o 0'0"21 became untenable.

2lgee Appendix A, 190.
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o Still, in July 1933, the Concordgt initially\Satis»
fi;é‘bgth the Vatican and Germany, Eminent Catholics now
considered the Reich as a bulwark against eastern communism,
and Cardinal Pacelli assured the German Catholics‘that their
position in the nation was secure, Hitler saw many ade
vantages for the Third Re@ch, Considering the Vatican's
stand against Na?ional‘Socialisp doctrine the mere act of
negotiation pleased him. More notably, the accomplished
fact caused Catholic¢c withdrawal from most political ace
tivity. Also, proper ménipulation of the Concordat terms
would allow him to prevent the Vatican from concluding
further treaties with the individuwal German states. This
measure,'to stop Vatican exploitation of German political
divison by formingvseparage concordats, greatly influenced

German desire for the Goncordat, 22

-Most importantly, he
realized that the conciliation, seemingly impossible a few
months before, earned him support from all over the country
as "an unreserved recognition of the present regime; . .
. n23

Aﬁti§0atholic measures increased in Germany ime
mediately after ratification of the Concordat. On July

25, the government promulgated a sterilization law of

22Konrad Hemdens Der Fuehreér: Hitlérts-Rise to
Power (Boston, 194h) , 63h Heéreafter cited as Heiden,
Der -Fuehrer,

ZBDGFPQ“Cg I, 653; Papen, 280,
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untold repugnance to the Church, The "Law for the Pre-
vention of Hereditarily Diseased Offspring" had been
approved on July 14 but was put off until the 25th so as
not to jeopardize conclusion of the Céncoidat, _Frém this
time férward the Reich carried out a conscientious bolicy
Qf "comordinéting" tﬁe_German Cathblics,_ Comerdinaﬁion
meant to construct a quasi»natiénal Germanic Church which
would pursue interests parallel to the National Socialist
prineciples of the Stéte, .

Attempts to é@hieve'this result caused Germany
fé overmgtep guarantees decregd in the Cbncordét, In
October, the Vatican presentéd the Foreign Minister with
a list'of specific points of discoid arising from German
violations of thé document, The Vatican expréssed the
opinion that the situafion differed from the tragic
experiences of the Kulturkampf of the past only by its

greater harshness and depotism,"zu

Yet Germany showed
little inclination to negotiate about these differences
until the middle of December, At that time Hitler
approved the sending Qf a special répresentative to
communicate directly with the Vatican rather than'through
Diego von Bergenq25 the’Ambassader\to the Holy Seeo The

Reich took this action only after Ambassador Bergen

24
DGFP, C, II, 25.

25Ibid°, 9, Diégo von Bergen: German Ambassador
to the Holy See, April 1920-April 1943,
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‘repégté@ly stated that the HQly See displayed a profound
distggte;fcr»Ggrmaﬁ failure to discuss the Concordat
breeches, Bergen's warning that the Vatican was beginning
to advocate an outright schism with the Reich,reéulted.in
a direct and open displéy of Germany'!s willingness to

) qonsidér«the breeches. This proved to be a highly suc-

cessful maneuver.,

Pope Piug XI?6 had already written a Christmas

speech denouncing Germany in the bitterest terms for
violating the Qéncerdat in regard to the education of-
youth and persistent ill;t;eatgény of Cathelics all over
Germany. "A;l the Wor;d’was expecting a very sharp proé
nouncement against us by the Pope, . . ." Bergen wrote

to the Foreign Minister, “ang we succeeded only by §int
of the greatest effort;, and by use of all the diplomatic
means at our disposal, in eliminating bit by bit the harsh
ideas already set down in writing°"27 Pius XI rewrote the
speech and attackgd only t@e sterilization law while delet-
ing all other antiaGGrm&n{?assages, The special réprew
sentagivgis presence sucpessfu;ly stopped the Christmas

denunciation and caused further action concerning the list

26Ambr0510 Damien Achllle Ratti (1857-1939): Apos-

tollc Visitor t6 Poland, thé Baltic States, and. Russia,
1918; Papal Nuncio to Poland, 1918=1921; made a cardinal,
192.1o elevated to Archbishop of Milan, 1921; elected Pope
Pius XI oh Fébruary 6, 1922 and sérved to March 1939;
greatest pelitical achlevement was the Lateran Treaty with
Italy, 1929, '

’ |
Tpgre; - 6, TI, 284, 277
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of breeches to lapse into oblivion simply because of
calculated inaction by the Reioho28

Co-ordination of the German Catholic political
apparatus continued in 193l as manifested by State
take-over of the great array of daiiy-newspapers,
weeklies, and periodicals of the Catholic Press. In
Februaryglthe Reich Director of the Press subordinated
Catholic publications to the NSDAP. The following year
Germany pointed out that the Church no longer needed a
press as the Concordat provided for government pro-
tection of the Church. Finally, with the outbreak of
war the press remaining in existence complied with
demands of the NSDAP to join their propaganda campaign.
However, reduction of the press to a shadow of its former
power negated;the great benefit that this may have had

for Germany,29

author of

. The appointment of glfred;Rosenberg,BO

the pagan and racist The Myth-of the-20th Century, as

28The special representative, Rudolph Buttmann,
perlodlcally appeared at and disappeared from the Vatican
throughout 1933 and 193h "Buttmann made prolonged excuses
for his absence only to return when the Vatican applied
great pressure, Subsequently, he would refuse to converse
and leave again., See: DGFP, C, II, 25, 172-73, 240, 247.

29Lewy, 143-148.

3OAlfred Rosenberg (1893-1946): early associate
of the Nagzi novement: head of the Nazi Party 0ffice for
Foreign Policy and Idedlogy, 1933; Reich Minister for the
Occupied Edstern Territories, 1941; official Nazi phi-
Jlosopher and aiuthor of many other treatises on Nazi doctrine
besides The Myth. Inclusion of The Myth on the Catholic
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director of idgolog;cal‘training_for the NSDAP hindered
further negotiations cgngerning practical application of
the Concofdat, The Vatican looked upon his appointment
as a confirmation of German plans to exterminate Chrispia
anity and to replace it with a united Germanic Church
under the leadership of National Socialism. The Reich
merely explained that the Vatican need not worry since
no one was obliged to read the book. During the summer
of 1934 the Nazi "Roehm Purge" of military elements in-
opposition to basic Reich poliey, including mahy datho-
lics, and an abortive Nazi putsch in Austria'over;
shadowed direct cénpern about this appointment.

In May, a month after Rosenbergts appointment,
Ambassador Bergen became quite anxious about the de;
terioration of Reich:Vatican relations and sent a long
communique to the Foreign Minister to that effect.
Bergen pointed out that a clash with the Vatican was
inevitable because German maneuvers to frustrate imple-
mentétiQn of apticles'of the Concordat not favorable QQ
the Reich had become less effective, The Concordat was
a major treaty wiﬁh a foreign power which led Bergen to

conclude that if an actual discharge of obligations was

Index oversjoyed Rosenberg who believed this contributed
greatly to its circulatioh, The work evoked many violent
attacks from the bishops which might otherwise have been
avoided., Many circles maintain that Hitler'!s failure to
read and censure the book was a blunder on his part.
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not carried out the Vatican would discredit German fi-
delity., Bergen knew this would encourage other foreign
powers to cast "doubt on the credibility eof all the
political agreements and commitments proposed by us
[Germany].,"31 Such an action would also have an
unwanted reaction in the highly Catholic countries and
hinder German plans.to re-~occupy the Saar,

The Reich accepted Bergen's advice and intensi=-
fied relations with the Vatican aimed mainly at reaching
some agreement over the Concordat that would satisfy the
Holy See. Negotiations, although rather unproductive,
proved sugcessful enough to pacify the Vatican for the
moment. By August 5, Minister of the Interior Goering
felt that problems arising from Nazi interference in
Church matters had dissipated enough to order all State
and Party'authorities "to refrain from making any kind
of disparaging remarks either about the Churchl!s re=
1igiéus and moral»doctrines or about écclesiastical

32

institutions and persons," Thereafter, when Hitler

became Fuehrer and Reich Chancellor as well as Commander-
in-Chief of the Armed Forces upon Hindenburg's death,
Reich-Vatican relations returned to more normal channels,

Throughout 1935 and early 1936 conditions remained

3lporp, ¢, 11, 8hl-k2.

32Ibido, III, 291-92,
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mugh the same, GCermany continued to impose National
Socialist principles and totalitarian ideals upon the
Church, but epen friction became less obvious., Dis=
cussions of Article 31 virtually disappeared as the
Foreign Ministry continued to promise settlement of
Qupstanding questions, and the Vatican steadfastly

' demanded. practical proof of the German intention. The
situation matured into a German-Vatican rapprochement

because the Vayigan feared thathcommunistesupported

allow atheistie communism to sweep into Europe. By

January 28, 1936, Germany pursued the eradication of
politicaliCayholiéism and co=ordingtion of the Church.

only to a degree that would not develop inte.open
33

conflict with the Vatican,
Yet; pressures to incorporate Catholic'oyganiu

zations into tha'State gpd}to_reglace Christian beliefs
with those of the NSDAP continued. Article 31 neither
satisfactorily défigeq what associations could remain
active nor- to what degree the youth movements could
retain religioﬁs:instruction outside of the standard
State supported program,

| As the years passed and the totalitarian State

became more cohesive, the Reich more and more believed

330
DGFP, -C, IV, 1010,
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that Catholic youth associations over—stepped their vaguely
described bounds into the realm of political action. Here
they clashed with the Hitler Youﬁh,< Minor prbhibitions
placed on the Church organizations, without interference
by the German Bishops or the Vatican, accumulated until
complete abolition of the Catholic youth caused grave
concerh at the Holy See,

On December 1, 1936, Hitler ouflawed the Catholic
Youth Association and named Baldur von Schirach as "Youth
Leader of the German Reich," The Nuncio to Berlin, Mon-
signor Qesa;e Orsenigo,BQ reflected Vatican opinion byﬁ
strongly pfétesting'against what amounted to_compulsory
enrollméht of the entire German yoﬁth into the Hitler
Youth, “Inidéed, the 108,000 Hitler Youth of 1932 swelled
to 5,400,00 by thé'énd of 1936 and to 7,700,000 in
1939035 Catholic righté to religious instruction in
schools and to maintenance of theoiogical scﬁédls and
seminaries as stipulated in Articles 20, 21, and 23 of
the Concérdat steadily lost ground and protesting Catho-’
lics were confined to concentration camps. These and
bther pressures.culminated in 1937 when.the Reich-Vatican

conflict reached a peak.

3LpCesax"e Orsenigo (1873-1946): Apostolic Nuncio
to Hungary and Poland, 1929; Papal Nuncio to Berlin,
1930-1945; influential in negotiation of the German-
Vatican Concordat,

3Synca, v, 113.
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The mgre'courageousvleaders of the episcopate sent
a delegation teo pressure Pope Pius XI into taking a stand
on German suppression of Qatholics, The Pope needed no
urgihg because the Reich repeatedly failed to respond to
his communications and had now all but terminated negoti-
ations over the Concordat°36 Pius XI penned an encyclical
concerning the condition of the Church.in Germany entipled

Mit Brennender Sorge ("With Burning Anxiety"). The Vatican

instructed“that the document be smuggled into Germany; to
prevent a ban on its being read. ' Copies were made and
sent to all the parish priests andrbishops to be read from
the pulpits.

The specific and explosive character of the anti-
German pfonouncements caught the Reich by surprise. The
encyeclical of Mapch_lug 1937, went directly to the heart
of German fears that lack of agreement over, and breeches;
of, the Concordat would be‘placed before the world as an
unfulfi¥led‘trea§yo Pius XI devoted lengthy passages to
the Reich's "unwritten law" of arbitrary misinterpretation,
evasion, and open violation of conditions agreed upon By
the two powers, ‘

Governments are rarely named in encyclicals

regardless of what offenses they have inflicted upon the

. 36UQS¢9 Department of State, Documents on German
Foreign Policy, 1918-1945, Series D, (1937e19L5),
{Washington: 1950-196L), L, 936, Hereafter cited as
DGFP , ' ‘
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Church., In this way the Vatican can maintain a nentral
position by making humanitarian appeals to the world at
large., But "Anxiety" minced no words and the Government
of the Reich saw its title in print. Clearly, the Vatican
had no intention of compromising with a state that sowed
the seeds of hatred and hostility while persecuting the
Church with "machinations that from the beginning had no
other aim than a war of qxterminationo“37
TheyReichﬁs reaction would determine the fate of
the Cathpiic;population in Germanyo Various authorities
suggested diverse methods of coping with this delicate
problem, Ambassador‘Befggn informed the Foreign Ministry
that’thé encyclical gﬁst be ignored, and the unfavorable
effects neutralized by timely factual replies in the hope
that the storm would pass over°38 The Féreign Ministry,
rejecting this view, regarded "Anxiety" as a call to
battle but reserved its. official opinion until a later
Qate@39 Hans Kerrl,ho responded by a¢gusing‘clerics of
hostilg'actg_against National Socialism that had jeopard-

ized any possible agreement in the preceding years, The

37Fgr the complete text of "With Burning Anxiety"
see: Harry C, Koenig (ed,), Principles for Peace: Se=
lections from-Papal - -Documents, 1Leo XILLL L0 Pius ALl
(Washington, 1943), 495m5109 Herealter cited as Koen1g9
Principles,

3perp: I, 934-35.

ibid., 938.

&GThanpost of Reichsbischof originated in 1933
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official responsg»foliowed none of these lines,

AActibn taken at the top of the Reich hierarchy
came directly from leaders of the Nazi Party. The men
who reflected the ultimate hostility toward the Church
had now gained control of all aspects of German life
and government, The official line accused the bishops
and archbishops of violating Article 16, the compulsory
loyalty oath stating that they must strive for the
interests of the Reich while endeavoring to avoid acts
Qetrimental to it, Reich leaders failed to halt the
reading of "Anxiety" from the pulpits but,'using the
"breeches" of Article 16 as their justification, abso-
lutely forbade any reproduction or dissemination of
the encycliealthl }

‘. To neutralige“its effectiveness Joseph Goebbels,
the Minister of Propaganda and Popular Enlightenment,
-launched a campaign of accusation against occupants of
the'monasteriéso Two old charges left dormant gince the

Concordat negetiations of July 1933 were now reopened.

with Pastor Ludwig Mueller in that position. On September
28, 1935, Hans Kerrl was made Minister for Church Affairs
and, displacing the Protestant Mueller, began a program
to incorporate all German churches into a Nazi National
Church with a Christian basis. The divergent views of
Hitler, Ribbentrop, Hirmler, and Bormann. sabotaged his
every effort, Kerrl was also Minister of Space Planning
which resulted in his dubicus tinofficial title of "Minis-
ter of Space and Eternity." Kerrl died in 1941 and the
post remained wvacant. '

Wlpess, 1, 935,
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The Reich again claimed that the clergymen committed
treason by illegally exporting money'from Germany and
resuméd'thé_so=called "immorality 1:1f°:i.251:!.s'..,"L*2 Few
currency violation cases came to court but the immoa
rality trials appeared by the hundfeds; Naz; controlled
daily newspapers ground out sordid details of alleged
illicit reiations between priests and nuns and charges
of homosexuality among the olergy. Restrictions on the
mass media greatly hindered Catholic refutation of these
charges, The campaign effectively caused a large segment
of the German population to regard the clergy as sex
criminals, B

Nevertheless, in May of 1937, the means of diplo:
matic communication remained open in an effort to find
some basis for an agreement that would relieve the great
tension that had built up, On May 29, even this last
-hope of achieving a reconciliation was extinguished.
George Cardinal Mundelein, Archbishop of Chicago dé;
livered a speech charging the "paper-hanging" Fuehrer
and "crooked Propaganda Minister! with engiﬁgering
atrocious propaganda methods concerning the morality

43

trials.

42pepp, I, 9455 Gerhard Ritter, The German’

Resistance: -carl-Goerdelerts-Struggle Against Tyranny
(New York, 1958), Golj, Herealter cited as Ritter,

ABEGFPQ I, 968; Cianfarra, 101-102,
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a declaration stating that "'the conditions necessary for
e normal state of relations between the Reich Government
and the Holy See' no longer existed,"‘m'L Befgen tried to
persuade the Vatican to reprimand Cardinal Mundelein.
The Vatican answered that it_was powerless because of
the irrefutable facts, and that though heAwas a Catholic
Cardinal he was not an official of the Roman Curisa.
Hitler‘then ordered the suspension of the immorality
trials until further notice, but the damage was done.
Invhés Christmas speggh of 1937 the Pope forcefully de-
pounced'the brutal, violent, and deceitful religious
persecution throughout Germany.

Throughout 1938 and early 1939, Germany embarked
on a consistently negative course to consolidate its
position aga%nst;the German Catholiec Church. The Reich
closed down the remaining Catholic schools, forbade:
publication and circulation of papal messages, and re-
lentlessly denounced alleged Vatican yiolation of rights

defined by the Concordat, Martih Bormann,hs Deputy of

huDGFPg I, 993,

uSMartin.Borménn”(lQOOm" )¢ Head of the Party
Chancery; Secretary of the Fuehrer (succeeding Rudolph
'Hess in 1941); Reich Leader and Reich Minister; member of
the Ministerial Council for the Defense of the Reich;
Gernieral in the Secret State Police (S.S.); appointed
Party Chancellor in Hitler's political testament of April
29, 19453 missing and rumored killed in an attempt to
escape from Berlin on May 2, 1945,
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the Fuehrer, issued a regulation banning'members of the
clergy from the NSDAP on the grounds that conflicts of
an ecelesigsticgl:political nature must be avoided, He
later amended the decree to ;nclude all Germans whe were
evgnd”é%osely cpnnéctgd“ with themChurch,hé This sig;
nificant step affected a very large part of the German
pépulgtion, Soon the Cathelic students! associations
throughout Germany folded, the national Young Men'ts

the -German Catholic political apparatus passed into
obscurity,

It is significant that the German Catholies so
easily eaccepted repression of the Church in Germany.
Acquiescence existed because of the not uncormon belief
that a new and greatly improved era was coming into
existence, All of Germany felt the impact of revé;
lutionary years that produced hope, self;confidenc_:e9
pride, and the establishment of a new military might
that had been lost in the frustrating wake of the Peace
of Versailles after World War I. Much of this hope
was fulfilled between 1933 and 1939. New jobs were
created and prosperity returned while Germany mgved'
from one triumph to another under its new foreign policey.

Most people realized that saerifices had to be made in

M’;Nnggg III, 606,
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"other areas if the dream were to come true, One of those
areés was the German Catholic Church,

In retrospect, it appears that reduction of Catho="
lic influence in Germany was a gradual and methodical de=
Christianization of Germany at the order of Hitler. More
truthfuily, this reduction occurred as National Socialism
gradually matured within a totalitarian state, which, by
its very nature, had to subvert the Church to the State,
‘This is nothiné unique in history. Totalitarianism
cannot condone the existence of another strong and hier-
archical organizationéwthe Catholic Church had become
a state within a stétemninside its borders,

By 1938, the Nazl Party controlled all aspects
of German activityo One of the few remaining avenues of
opposition revolved around traditional aspects of Christi-
anity such as individual beliefs, family life, and the

Church itselfou7

In 1939, the Party effectively removed
this treat. Strong Nazis like Bormann and Rosenberg

now even rejécted the idea of a State Chﬁrch° They argued
that no close relationship of any kind could exist between
a National Sociaiist State and the Catholic Church,
Furthermore9 they believed that the Church hierarchy

rejected National Socialism and would not help the State

L
7Ernst Weilzsaecker, Memoirs of Ernst von Weiz-

s#cker (Chicago, 1951), 169, Hereafter cited as Weiz-
saecker, :
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in time of crisis.

IHitler believed the same thiné but had a much
different attitude about how the Vatican should be
handled. Vhereas Bormann, Rosenberg; and their followers
_truly wanted to uproot the Church aﬁd its members, Hitler
knew that this would cause 1t to pull together. He also
knew that it was greatly to his advantage to keep the
Vaticap from teking a public stand against Germany. He
solved the problem of erédiCating the Catholic Church
without alienating the Vatican by tactfully maniﬁﬂlating
negotiations concerning implementétion of 1:hé'Cgoncc;or'dettau'9
By opportunistically openihg, intensifying, and suspéndu
ing negotiations it’wasvpossible for the Reich to suppress
political Catholicism.

Hitler élso had the insight to refrain from direct
attacks on the international Church. Rather than entirely
severing communications with the Vatican and brutally
closing down Church activity altogether, he used indirect
,methodSOSO Reich take=over of Catholic youth and schools

on the grounds thet it was necessary to further the Hitler

‘Youth and NSDAP doctrine is one example, By cautiously

L"'SM, IIIg 167‘“696

ugwaldemar Gurian, "Hitler's Undeclared War on the
Catholic Church," Foreign Affairs, XVI, 270. Hereafter
cited as Gurian.

501414, ,» 26l;.
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infringing-on traditional Church rights and justifying
the infringements by narrowly interpreting the Concordat,

Hitler reduced the Church to submission,



CHAPTER II

GERMANY USES CATHOLIC SUPPORT FOR TERRITORIAL
EXPANSION

To understand fully the mood of "new era" confi-
~dence that helped the National SoéiaiiSts co-ordinate
the German Catholics, one must exapine the simultaneous
triumphs of Hitler's territbrial éxpansion. Less than
a2 month after'the signing of‘the Concordaé, Hitler
announced that because of the denial 6f“m§ra1 and
material equal rights fo Germany he was withdrawing

from fhe Disarmament Confeience andlthe Leaguelof
Nations, On the same day, October 14, 1933, the Fuehrer
announced that Germany would hold a plebiscite on
November 12 to allbwvthe German people to voice their
opinion of this action. There wasxho doubt that the
peoﬁle, remembering t?e loss of the First World War and
bthe humiliapinngfeafonf Versailles, would react favor-
ably'in this instance and that an édvérse stand by the
German episcopate would have no decisive effect on the
outcome, Nevertheless, the new government took measures
to assure that the bishops would conform.

The principle method used to brihg the bishops
into line was to extol the virtues of German nationalism
while indirectly repressing any opposition., Vice=
Chancellor Papen, the Catholic protagonist of the Con-
cordat, éccompanied Hitler to é mass meeting in Essen

and urgently requested his "Catholic fellow-citizens" to

-

36
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reward the new Chancellor's recognition of Germen&'s
Christian basis with their vote of confidence in the
upcoming plebiscite,1
| Most bishops believed that the regime's foreign
policy merely exnressed the German nationaiiSm of which
they themselves were ‘an intricate part end needed no
convincing, Yet, the few prominent clergymen who could
not forget Nazi ill=-treatment of their brethren and the
difficulties arising under the Concordat demanded that
concessions be made for their support These sparse
demands immediately met with National Socialist reprisals
in the from of prohibitions on their press outlets and
restrictions on the context of their sermons.? On
November 12, 1933, the overwhelming majority of the
bishops, reflecting public opinion of the German people,
followed their nationalistic,instincts and supperted
Hitler, the Nazi.Party,»end\rearmament by'voting their
epproral in the plebiscite,

German ambition fo re=occupy the Saar, a mining
area placed under control of the League of Nations efrer
World War I, caused a more diffienltvproblem, Initially,
the Saar, with its nationalistic German popuiation, could

have easily been incorporated into the Reich with no

Inca, vI, 102-03,

2Lewy, 181,
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objections from the Vatioan; The area was seventy per
cent Catholic. and strongly predisposed to Germany beoause
its Catholic popuiation iooked to the bishoprios of Trier
and Speyer3 for leadership, Ambassador Bergen, aware of
the tendenoy of these people to follow the German bishops
and the pope, requested that the Holy See refrain from
signs of partiality toward Franoe_beeause it would turn
the people of ﬁhe Saar-against Germany. ,

Pacelli, the Vatican Secretary of State, laid
bare the problen by informing the Ambassador thaf Pius
X1 and the Saar clergy no 1onger welcomed German edvanoes
in that erea° This.attitude‘arose because of delays in

b

carrying out the Concordat's provisions in Germany. On

December 8, 1933, Bergen informed Pacelli that the govern-
ment inten&ed to conciliate questionS~arising from the
Concordat -as quickly as pbssible and to consider the
Vatican°s~ideologicsi‘objections to the sterilization

1aw°5‘ Further efforts to influence the Vatican included

3The bishoprics of Trier and Speyer were within
the Reich proper., These bishops followed the typical
policy of the German bishops which was to support the
state to which they owed allegiance, See: Appendix B,
192-93 for locations of ‘German diocesan boundaries

“DGFP ¢, II, 167a?o

5Ibid,, II, 196, This is the July 25, 1933, "Law
for the Prevention of Hereditarily Diseased Offspring,.™
Germany had proclamated the law despite strong Vatican
opposition,
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the special appointment of Papen to rally support in the
Saar, By the yeai“s end, conditions stabilized te such
a degree that the(Vice=Chan¢ellor sent a highly optimistic
message to the Foreign‘Ministfy. He reported that the
Vatican's representative to the Saar viewed_the—territory
as & German country which should be returned to the Reichaé
‘Events during the first half of 193l caused the.
aceepmedapiggﬁﬁatholigvputlqu to declineﬂrapidly,_ Con=
tinued deliberation over implemeﬁtationvof the Canordafg
the "Roehm Purge" that took Cathelic lives, and the as:
sassination of"Aﬁstriaﬂs Catholic Chancellor caused the
Vatican to disregard German attempts to secure its support
in the Séar° Germen foreign policy now became more inter;
twined with Vatican reaction to the condition of the German
CGatholic Church. Successful reoccupation of the Saar with
a8 minimum of hostility from the population was desirable.
This necessitated a rglaxatipn‘of eonflict in the Reich
in order to secure Vatican gpproval_which would, in turn,
insure a favorable plebiscite f?om the Catholic population,
) With this in mind, the govermment again swayed the
Vatican by undertaking intensified negotiations-teward
settlement of Concordét disputes and‘relﬁxing pressure on
the Church in Germany.’ Again, the bishops thought of

6DGEP;'Q9 II, 195=96,

7Lewy, 127,
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their patriotic duty to phe‘country to which they owed
allegiance and;linfluenced by the intense pro=German
feeling within the Saar, gave their support to Hitler,
On January 13, 1935, the Saar plebiscite indicated a
‘resounding approval of the new expansionistic foreign
policy by producing a ninety per cent vote for the
Saaris re?urn to Germany, |

The final phase of Hitler's reclamatien of land
lost in Wégte?n Eurepe under the trgaty'of Versailles
succeeded without opposition from the Vatican. By this
time, Germany had achieved a general rapprochement with
the Vatican and the German (_)athglics,8 Hitler replied
to a Eragco;Soviet treaty of February 27, 1936, by in;
vading theldemilitari?ed @hinglahd and denouncing the
Locarge Pagt.asmin?ompati§1e with the treaty. The
Rhingland bishops joined the crowds that enthusiastically
greeted the troops as they crossed the Rhine”bridges,’

By July 18, Reich;Vatican relétions remained
relatively gpgd as ano?her totalitarian;mipded 1§ader
destined teo play an ambiguous rolehin the fate of
Hitlér's Germany marched his Nationalist;tro?ps against
the Loyalists of Republicah Spain, Generalissimo

Francisco Francelo recognized the impdrtance of having

8DGFPg Cgilvg 1010, Also see: Chapter I, 25, .

9Lewyg 201,

0 .
Franeisco Franco (1892- ): made a General,
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the Spanish Catholic's support for his plans while, at
the same time, creating a commonly acceptable ideology
among the various fighters’foraliberation that he had
assembled,

At the outset, the Vatican supported Franco
because of persecution the Republican government.had:
earlier directed against Catholicism. The Vatican's
support was reinforced by the fact thaﬁ’Franco fought
againstia~government that was backed by‘Russiao Russian
projection of atheistic communism into any area of
Europe alarmed the Vatican° In 1936 the Holy See upm
held the RomeeBerlin Axis for the very reason that it
too appeared to be<a-bulwark-againet communlsm° But,
since‘Gérmany granted aid to Franco's NationaIISts
during the Spanish Civil War, and Spain had a predomi-
nately Catholic population‘ problems lnevitably resnlted
because of the Reich's treatment of its Catholicso

The Vatican's mood of benevolence toward Franco
paralleled developments in the Reich and could not help
but change as Germany more clearly supported the Nation=

fallsts while increasing Suppression of German Catholics°

1926; returned to Spain from Morocco as a Rightist War
Minister, 1934; exciled to the Canaries by Leftist forces,
1936; became head of the revolutionary forces, June 1936
defeated the Loyalists in August 1939,_despite his claim
of neutrality in September 1939, he remained close to the
Axis; given life tenure in Spain and can- elect his own
successor by a law of July 6, 1947,
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Thus, the Vatican'!s natural tendeney to ally with Germany
in the mutﬁa;,fight against Russian ideology and the
Spanish government became untenable because of conditions
in the Reich.

In December, it became clear that even thgngh
Germany participated in th§ British sponséred neutrality
agreement to keep the Spanish Civil War lecal, it con-
tinued touégpply Franco with military aids The Vaticants
attitude toward thevNationalist cause waned because of
Germany's ebvi@ﬁs intent to remain involved in the waplt
and the conditions invgérmany that gave rise to the
encyclical "With Burning Anxiety." Franco adopted the
German view that the Vatican must not be allowed to
interfere with governmental operations gn@“bannéd the

document from Spainol2

The Holy See's hestile pelicy
perplexed both Germany and Italy. They could not -
understand how the Vatican justified such a pesitioﬁ
while they carried on a ;ight against eemmunism@lB
What promised to become gn.Open Reich=Vatican
breék with dire consequences for Franco was smoothed
oyef by further diplomatiec maneuvering by the Reiehéf

After September 13, 1937, Hitler repeatedly referred to

Iyugh Thomes; The Spanish Civii War (New York
1961), 358, Hereafter cited as Thomas, '
IEDGFPg III, 293=95.

Livia,, 267.

[ e
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National Socialism as the ideology that would cause the
destruction of communism and Spanish seillés the
battlefield upon which this war would be waged. Also,
German suppression of the Pope’s encyeclical, resumption
of the immorality trials, and demands upon the Vatican
concerning Cardinal Mundelein resulted in g.Vatiean
policy of reserve designed to promote a compromise over
the internal German fs:11:;1:1&’6:‘[.0;1.,ll"Ir
- On August 28, the Holy See committed itself to
the support of tbe'Natiogalistsng The Spanish Catholic
hierarehy, exclusive of the Loyalist Basques, never
wavered from this stand, However, the commitment did
not relieve Germany from frustrating éXperié@cés'inducéd
by Vatgeén_actienso In December of 193?9,Bopé-Pius XI
again denounced the petrsecution of Catholics ih‘the
Reich., . ,
o ihr@ughout 1938, the éarmgn Ambassador in Spain
sent reports to @he~Fore;gg“MiniStry advising that the
Church's influence"qn Fra§c9 greatly'addea to Germanyls
difficultylin bringing him directly and concretely inte
the Reich's orbit., Germany's main efforts.to advance

totalitarian aims in Spsdin reveolved around the Falanges

’luFor events taking place in the Reich see:
Chapter I, 27-30. The reserved Vatican poliey did not
result in better relations, In 1938-39; conditions in
the Reich became worse, '

lSDGFPg II1, 482; Thomas, 450=51,

anmtemcnare
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Franép wholeheartedly supported this‘organization‘bup
refused to implement its principles in a répid and '
expliciﬁ mahher-as‘desired by Germany becéuse of ob-
jeétions from the Vatican,16 Fu:thérmoreg'tqé Aﬁbassador
reported, the Vatican swayed the Geheféliséimo's
brother-in~-law énd Minister of the Intefior; Serrano
Suner, so profoundly that he allowed the State to be
subjugated to the Churchol7

Germany believed its oomcrdinatian,éf the German
Catholic Church to be more imﬁortant thah trying~to
appease the Holy See in an effort to take Church
pressure of f the liberation movement, In 1937a38,
while the Yatican did its utm@st:terxert pressuré on
Franco and‘his followers, the Reich reached the peak of
1ts suppression of the Church. During;this timé, the
Reich made‘nO'coﬁciliatory moves toward the Hoiy See asl
a direct result of hindrance of its'policies in the
Spanish Civil War,

The oniy impediment Germany used to stem Vatican
interferenée in Spain Was the constant referenbe to a
united front against Russian communisnm, Even th;s gall
arose as -a common idea in Europe rather than Eeing

directed exclusively toward Rome, On March 27, 1939,

opcrp . III, 660,

171014, , 848,
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it looked as if this would be enocugh to cement Germana
Itg;ian relations with Spain without causing either a
German or Spanish break with the Vatican.

Disregarding Vatican pleas for a tfu@es France
launched a campaign, long desired by Germany, in
Catalonia, In early March, the Nationalists secured
their‘objgctive'and on March 27 Spaig joined Ggrmanyg
Italy, and Japen in their pact against communism. The
Spanish Civil War brought these nations much closer
together ideologically. The Vatican indirectly lauded
Germany by profusely congratulating Franco and the forces
that supported himo18

Franco turned his attention to achieving harmeny
within Cathelic Spain after his vietory. It ceuld not
be assumed. that the Nationalists would continue to @ver;
look the ill;treatment of Cathelics in Germany once their
ppsipion was consolidated, when the Vatican remained an

integrgl“pgrt of their life and cultﬂreolg

In relation
to events.;nMSpain, the German-Russian Ngn%@ggrqssion
Pact of August 23 was a ?1under; The German movement
toward Russia decreased the Spanish desifeTto'continge

touseek_aermaavaido The Ggrman invasion of Polan@ andu

suppression of its Catholics later in 1939 did not help

18

19A11ison E. Peers, The Spanish Dilemma (Lendon,
1940), 36, ' '

Principles, 563-6l; Lewy, 312,
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the German cause either., On September L, 1939, Spain
declared strict neutrality. Franco's New Year’s‘Evé
speech implicitly confirmed Spain, Italy, and the Catho=
lic Church as the defendgrs againgt the cormon enemy,
Russiao It made no mention of Germany.

From 1939 to 1943, Hitler unsuccessfully tried to
bring Spain into the war on the side of Germany. Spainfs
adherence to the Axis in-1941 would have greatly emhanced
German possibilities in North Africa. Hitler, not
wishing'to‘risk an }nvasion_of‘Spaingﬁcould‘not get
Franco's voluntary help. This is partly attributable
to the refusal of Sefrano Suner to forget his r?seré_
vations toward the Thirddﬁéich as a. result of its perse=
cution of German Cafhol}csozo In 1941, Hitler confided
to Mussolini that this man, and the improved pesition
yhe"Chnrch haq gained in Spain after:Franco‘s vietory,
frustrated his.preparations te occupy‘Gibrglﬁarzzl
Hitler did not blame Franco for not allying with Germany,
but "the systematic sabotage perpetrated by his Jesuit
brother;inélaw, » o o" Serrano Sﬁneroee g

In 1942, Goebbels?! placed the blame for Spaints

2Oparp, X, 97-8.
2lha1eazzo Gianos Cianols D;plomatlc Papers (London,
1948), L19,. Hereafter cl%ed as Ciano's papers.

22.Adolf Hiftler, The Teéstament of Adolf Hitler: The

Hitler-Bormann Documents, FebrUATY=ADPTLil. 1945 {London,
1961}, 47=8.
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23

refusal to aid Germany squarely on Franco and the Vatican,
It is clear that Hitler's fallure to ease conditions in
Germany for the Catholics ahd to pacify the Vatican was

an integral aspect of his inability to bring‘Spain into
the war, In spite of this, Hitlér“s neglect did not alter
the total picture that evolve@~since the beginning of the
Spanish Civil War,

Germany and the Vatican were more gravely con-
cerned with events that developéd in another area,
Germany's need to absorb Catholic countries, and the
Vatican's desire to forego any repetition of conditions
now present in the Reich collided, On March 12, 1938,
Germany's annexation of ‘Austria caused the first instance
'cf grave hostility on an international scale,

Vatican officials looked upoh Austria as a Catho-
l1ic stronghold against communism as well as socialism,
They directly supported its independence. In 1934, the
Nézi regime 5egan toc supplant ﬁhis defense against
communism with antiaChristian ideologiés4and lay grounds
for a struggle that would last into the latter years of
the war, Throughout May and June of that year,‘Austrian.
Nazis bombed vicarages and the residences of archbishops,

The Nazié later found the Catholic Church to be one of

2370seph Goebbels, The Goebbels Diaries 194221943
(New York, 1948), 63, 119, 166, Hereafter cited as '
Goebbels. '
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the strongest érganizatigns @ppm%ilfxg_thgmf,‘?’LiL

The May-June bombings subsided at the insistence
of Chancellor Engelbert Dollfuss!? staunch advocate,
Benito Mussolini, Mussolini found Hitler in a concili-
atory mood because of his invelvement in the June 30
?Rgehm Purge" and the question of successien te Hinden;
burg. The Fuehrgr needed a period of tranquiliity te
consolidate his position. The Febrﬁary>declaration of
France and Britain to support Italy in an attempt to
uphold Austrian independence also influenceddthe decision
to stop the bombing. But overzealous Austpian'ﬂazis‘
failed to heed the Reich's poliey and undertook a putggb«
On July 25, the putsch abruptly failed but  the Nazis -
murdered Dollfuss,. e

The Reich found itself in aggravated.tension with
the Vatican and facing the loss of Mussolinits backing,
Germany immediately took successful steps te coerrect.
this turn of events, : While the Reich appeased both
opponents by reducing antiacgtholi@ decrees in the.
Reichgeg the crowning touch was the dispatch of Papen
-as Minister-Extraordinary to Austria. The mers presence
of Papens=former Center Party member, n@n;Nazig devout

Catholic¢, and instigator of the Concordatessufficiently

Zl*NGAQ IV, 310,
ZsFor the status of events in the Reich during
this period see: Chapter I, 24,
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comforted both factions in Rome to bring about a quiet
ending to the year.

From 1934 to 1935, Papen, feeling that he appeared
26

like a "!Catholic in wolf's clothing, " worked diligently

for the German annexation of Austria., Despite constant

frustration by the Vatican's most vociferous Austrian

27

representative, Theodor Cardinal Innitzer, Papen ex-

ploited not only his own reputation as torch=-bearer -of
the Cathelic cause but that of his wifeoz8 During July
of ;936, Papen instituted many political manipulations
to~p§omote & peaceful annexation of Austria. On July

11, an Austro-German agreement stated Hitler's recognition

of Austrian sovereignty while Kurt von Sehuschniggg29

26Papen, 351,

27Theodor Innitzer (1875-1955):¢: Cardinal, 1933;
Archbishop of Vienna, 1938; censured by Pope Pius XI for
his pelitical recommendation of Austrian union with -
Germany, 1938: threatened by German occupying forces,
1939,

281n his memoirs, Papen unswervingly claims that
he remained in power and carried out his duties only in
order to deter Nazi brutality toward the Catholics and to
sécure the best interests of the German people. A few
scattered sourcés substantiate this idea. The majority
of sources maintain that Papen, although somewhat of a
dullard, conseciously and voluntarily worked directly for
the best interests of the Third Reich and all its ramifi-
cations,  For the latter view see: NCA, VII, 105 and NCA,.
Supplément B, 11h9-50., One of the main affidavits filed
against Papen at Nuremberg was submitted by the American
Minister in Vienna, Mr, George Messersmith (NCA, IV, 319).
Hitler awarded Pdpen the "“Golden Party Badge™ and made
him a Nazi member for his fine collaborationm in Austria.

2%%urt von Schuschnigg (1897- ): Minister for
Justice in the Dollfuss Cabinet, 1932; Chancellor of
Austria, 1934-1938; imprisoned by the Nazis, 1938-1945.
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Deolifuss?! successor, declared Austria.g state dedicated
to formulating policies in line with those of Germany.
Thi§, and the outbreak of the Spanish Civil War a few
days later, brought the Vatican and Mussolini much nearer
to rec@gnizing German policy inkgustriaOBO.m

Other attempts met with failure. Papen suggested
that Nazi attacks on the Church be stopped to assure a
peageful Anschluss. Although Hitler accepted this idea,.
‘Goebbels and M&ﬁtin Bormann later negated it93l On
another occasion Bormann supgressgd Papen's plea to
allow anmart;cle,32 written by a prominent Cathelle and
depicting a conciliation of National Socialism and the-
Christian viewpoint, to be distributed in Austria.
Papen viewed the use of the article as "a political
necessity of the first order. . . ,FBB The Vatican was
hostile te this work, and Germeny missed a chance to
enhance itself in the eyes of Austrian Catholies in
regard to annexation.

The most important event of this peried was a
reorganigat@pn of the Ggrman Foreign O0ffice which bégan

A

as a purge of "undesirable" elements in the army. By

3% apen, 369-71.
31pid., 357.

ot | ¢

323ishop Alois Hudal, then residing in Rome,
wrote the article "The 11lth of July frem the Catholic
Point of View,"

33564, Supplement A, L466.



February Iy, 1938, the office of Foreign Ministér passed
to Joachim ven RibbentrchBA while Ernst von Weizsaecker35
later became State Secretary of that offige, Simultane=
ously, the Reich recalled three key ambassadors: Herbert

von Dirksen arrived from Tekyos; Ulrich von HasséllBéan

replaced by Hans von Mackensgn37uu£rcm Italy; and Papen
from Vienna. ThaApurge gllgwed Hipler t6>gainﬁgupreme
command of the g;my;ﬁnd»t@ place the Foreign 0ffice under
control of men who would d@neﬁ}y as told. Hassell had
seldom agreed to opinions of the Reich when they became
more n@ticeably under the'inﬁlugpce Qf_the NSDAP, Papen
experienced the game thoughts and his astonishment at

the recall gave way to thoughts of being replaced by

" more active members of the PértyOBB

“3uJoachim von Ribbentrop (1893-1946): Hitlerts
advisor on foreign peolicy, 1933; Ambassador at Large,
1935; German Ambassador to Londen, 1936-1938; Reich
Ministér for Foreign Affairs, 1938-1945 (succeeding
Nuerath).

.BSErhSt von Weizsaecker (1882-1951): Head of the
Political DPepartment ef the German Foreign Ministry,
1936-1938; State Secretary, April 1, 1938-April 1943;
German Ambassador to the Holy See, April 1943-1945.

36Ulrich'von Hassell (1881-194);): German Am-
bassador to Italy, 1932-1937; became diplomatic ad-
visor to anti-Nazi underground; teook part in the July
20, 194} plot to assassinate Hitler; tried and condemned,
executed in 194li. ' ‘

37Hans von Mackensen (1883-1947): son of Field
Marshal von Mackensen; German Minister in Hungary, 1933-
1938; State Secretary te the Foreign Ministry, 1937~
1938; Ambassador in Italy, 1938-=1943.

BBPapen, L06-07.
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Just as the government used this period to qon:
solidate its totaelitarian position within the Reich
proper, so did it strive to transmit this principle inteo
the out=lying, contiguous traditional German states, - In
A1?37,MChancellor Schuschnigg realized the impossibility
of maintaining a dictat@rialvpne=party goveynméﬁt that
excluded Nazis from the Cabinet. MNazi demenstrations
continued to break out in Austria against both the
Chagcel%gr and the Church. Hitler met Schuschnigg at
Berchtesgaden and demanded that he grant an amnesty to

Aﬁstrian Nazi political prisoners and, more importantly,
£39

ipg%ude the pro-Nazi Arthur Seyss=Inquar in the
qabinet as Minister of the Interior., Schuschnigg had
no alternative.

- Germany feared no resistance from the Vatican as
political reports disclosed ﬁhat the Catholies alse
pressed for the resignation of the Austrian Chancellor
in favor of their.own candidate, Provincial Governor
Frangz Gleisgggr,uo Although the Church aided the Nazi

oriented change, it was not prepared for the appointment

39Arthur Seyss=Induart (1892-1046): Councillor of
State, 1937; édppointed Minister of Interior and Security,
19383 post-Anschluss Chancellor, March 1l=15, 1938; Reich
Governor of Austria (Ostmark), March 1938-May 1939; Deputy
Gévernor Geénéral of Poland, 1939-1940¢ Reich Cormissioner
for the Occupied Netherlands, May 1940-19l55 appeinted
Foreign Minister in Hitlert!s peolitical.testament, April

1945, |
BOusa, vI, 271.

emacmcn
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e:;;.f“v~~Sey'ss-alrxq_};uam’c‘o _Thié‘éaused grave apprehensianiat thé
Vatican.,

Schuschnigg's continued insistence on the inde;
pendence of Austria finally resulted in the mobilization
of German troops on Austriafg border, Increased pressure
from Cermany forced the resignation of the Chancellor
and the Austrian president, TheﬂMaéiswelev&?ed Séyss;
Inquart te Chancellor. ?.Tithin ‘twe days, March 12;-13,
1938, gegmény corpleted the Anschluss and declared
Austria a province of the German Reich.

‘The 100 per cent Cathelic nation lost its inde-
pendence; The Vatican became pessimistic because of
fear of German intransigence against the Austrian Cathe-
liecs., The appointment of Sayss:Inquart, rather than
quissnerggas_Chanceiler of“Augtria :urtpered this
freme of mind, So did thoughts of Nationmal Secialism ;
as tpe predominant ideglogieal force bgh;§a German foreizn
policy. These circumstances could only‘rgapltaig_th@z
same sort of Catholic suppression that now prevailed in
Germany. Yet, as Hitler stated, the Anschluss was merely’
the applicatiogAef'thelworld War I Wilsonian principle
of selfedetermination,

Papen de@lgredlthat thé‘inelusion.éf;sﬁch*a(gréat
number of Géth@li@s in Greater Germany w@ﬁld'étrengthen
its Christian front, Hg.sgid that a str@ng Ch?istian

front.would benefit both the Church and Germany by
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creating a stronger buffer against communistic infile-
tration of Europe,hl In truth, Hitler had made up his
mind on_thig question more than a decade earlier. In

Mein Kampf he noted that the Hapsburg monarchy used

religion as a purely political ldea to oppose Orthodex
Russia which, from the German viewpoint, was "a cata-
strophic :’1de§1u,"h2 The Fuehrer carried outithe'théughts

in Mein Kampf rather than the verbal statements made by

himself and Papen,

From phe first day of the Anschluss until the =
end of the ‘war, Germany followed the samé’ policy toward
the Church in Austria as it did in the Reich. Catholic
youth organizations fell under German control, sghogls
were closed, and the Nazis took over the Catholic préss.
Germany -experienced the same difficulties with the Holy
See in Austria as it did in the Reich, and Hitler called
for the always suéeessfulwplebiscite to be held in
Augtria on April 10, Bergen informed the Fore;gn‘Office
that the Austrian Foreign Minister's plécing of his
entoufaga under the jurisdiction of the German Legation
caused nothing more than official recognition at the

Vatican, He also reported that the Holy See would not

*papen, 348, |
”'thdolf'Hitlerg VMein Kampf (Boston, 1943), 93.
Hereafter cited as Hitler, Mein Kampf. Hitler is here
diserediting the idea of "politieal Catholicism."
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take an official stand on Reich action in Austria until
after the pleb:‘i.sc:'r‘b_eo)'J"3
Hitler wasted no time in gathering supﬁort from
the Austrian episcopate for the upcoming p]:,ebiscitgo He
sent Papen back .to Vienna (with no explanation), where
he arranged a meeting betwéen the Fuehrer and Cardinal
I:;nitzerg The Fuehrer surprised everyone by rgversing
his pelicy eof invqriab1y4avoiding any conversation with
hig@;Church d'ignitaréieslb’h and acpepted this meeting.
Innitzer, urged on by thoughts of German patriotism and
Hitlerian expressions of the right of self-determination,
promised the. undivided loyalty of the Austrian Cathelies
in return for the extension of Concordat guarantees to
Ausyria.h5 The terms included: freedom of religion,
youth membership in Catholic organizations, and Cathelic
rights in youth education. Hitler, encouraged by the

support of such a prominent Vatican representative,

U3pswp, 1, 1026-27.
bhen, Supplement A, 501,

ll'SIn June of 1933 Austria concluded a Concordat
with the Vatican. Innitzer correctly assumed that
Germany would not honor this treaty when Austria was
incorporated into the Reich and attempted to have the
German Concordat extended to Austria. Germany did not
want this because it would further the Vatican's power
in German territory. In the final analysis the Reich
did not extend its Concordat to Austria., Furthermore,
it rescinded the Austrian treaty. Various German
authorities found-diverse legal methods to achieve this
end and the intra-departmental communications for this
period are quite interesting. See: DGFP, I, 603=0l;
NCA, III, 483-95, —
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astonishingly agreed to every provision.

In regard to the forthcoming plebisciﬁe,vthe Reich
won a'puge_guccess at the conference., -In March, the
Austrian epiSGOpatg issued a declaration urging support
for union with Ge;r.inanyo ’Innitzer“s agthorizatign.modera,
ated the indignatibn of United State's Catholies con-
‘cerning German policyoh7 on April lO,_Auétriahs polled
a vote of nearly 100 per cent in favor of incorporatien
of their count?y with the Reich, Bishop Johanﬁes Sproll
was the enly prominent Prelate to oppose the incorporation
by failing to vote at all,

‘The Vatican's decision to await‘the plebiscite
before taking a stand on Germany's entrance into Austria
gave Hitler an ogportnpity to sway the episcopate. The
Vatican tardily t@ok steps to correct the impression that
it, through the Austrian hierarchy, condoned Germany*é
aggrgssive tendency toward the Austrian Catholies. The
Vatican summoned Innitzer to Rome ﬁhere“his reception,
first by Secretary of State Cardinal Pacelli and later
by the Pope himself, was anything but cordial., Recalling
the Cardinal®s earlier anti-Nazi posture and opposition
to Papen, Pius XI asked f@? an explanation of his suddén

political somersault, Innitzer related the promises

héNCAQ Supplement A, 501; Papen Lh2-}43.

Wpere, 1, 619,
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made to him by the Fushrer. ) )

On April 6,_Bergen reported to Berliﬁ»that
Innitzer was virtually forced to retract his supportiqf
the annexation of Austria because of the Pope's "morbidi,
irritation® with policies oi"1.:ha"Re';i_.eh‘,)"*8 The Vatiean |
said that the Austrian bishops had acted without the
knowledge of the Holy See and that Innitzer, acting-asv
head of the Austrian Church, now rescinded his en-
couragement of the An§chluSSo From this time forth,
no changes regarding concordat negotiations in Austria
could be undertaken by the local bishops without the
agreement of the Vatican,ug )

Further Vatican attempts te regain contrel of
the situation in Austria came too late as- the all-
persuasive March episcoPal‘declaration gave Germany a
political victory from which the Holy See could not
recover, Germany Viewed the Angcﬂlusg as a resounding
victory in which the Austrian Catholic Church fully
participated. Any other efforts by the Vaticanvt@
interject stronger authority over these Cathelics would

‘seem offensive to German rights. As the weeks pasgeds

and Pope Pius XI became convinced that he could negotiate

'uBDGFP,“IS‘1031§'Cianfarﬁa9 116-18, There are
many accounts describing to just what extent Innitzer had
to be "foreed" to retract, It is quite evident that he
still believed in Hitler's assurances at this time.

thianfarra, 118,
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ne econcrete guarantees for the Austrian clergy, hig'
statements turned more anti-German. |

On May 3, 1938, the Pope hoped that a visipipyi,.
Hitler to Mussolini would be extended to the_Vaticaﬁ'éé:
that new negotiations might be Qpenedo However, Hiﬁlér'
decided to punish the Pope for his belated pressure iﬁiw
Austria and turned down the obpertupi?y to see him.

As the Fuehrer quieted Mussolini's fear of the new
German conquest, the Pope ostentatiously retreated
from Rome, He closed the Vatican galleries and museum,
which Hitler planned to visit, and commented that the
prominently displayed swastika was not the cross of
Christ. )

Amid the Nazi-Fascist display of light, musit;
and color, the darkness of the papal state across the
Tiber stood out as a vivid reminder of the acute Reich-
Vatican tension now prevailing. Reports from the
Ambassador to the Holy See confirmed the German hope

Tt

that this maneuver, directed at impressing the Pope
with German power in Italy, proved successfulo50
Bergen aptly expressed the attitude of -the Reich: "In ..
yiew of the present German-Vatican tepsi@n and the
repeated brusque stetements of the Pope, omiting the

visit appeared to me appropriate and the only dignifiédf;

50harp, T, 1036-37.
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courseo"%l ) B

Adhering to this attitude, therForeign 0ffice
directed Bergen to demand that the Vatican recall Bishop
Sproll, the only bishop not voting in the April plebié~
scite,, Pacelli received Bergen coldly before refgsing
the request on the grounds that, although Sproll's action
may have been ine?tg participétion hgd been voluntary so
there could have beenmno;viblation:of a legal obligation.
In early July, the Gestép@ led Nazi Party members in
demonstrations against the bishopis residence,52

Nuncio Orsenigo cemplained to the Reich govern= .
" ment only to be answered with grossly false charges tﬁat
thevdemonstpétions merely exemplified how low the bishep's
position had sunk in relation to the people he supposably
served, On the 23rd, the Party imported a crowd of over
two thousand to march on the rasidencs, but the agtién
g@t completely out of hand. The violence and destruction
alienated the Rottenburg non-Nazi populace and greatly |
embarrassed the Gestap0053

HThe_Vgtican continuously refused to recall Sproll.
Pandipg negotigtions between the Reich and th@ episcepgte

encouraged Bergen to request that the recall be forgotten

Slpep, T, 1036-37.
521044, , 1038-39,

Canarroryn.

53b¢mp, I, 1049; NGCA, III, 613,
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in an effort to decrease the resistance of ﬁhe Holy See,5a
By taking his advice the Reich cquld have continued to
consolidate its position in Austria withéut great animosity
from the‘Vaticano But the Party obviously considered the
situation W911 enoﬁgh in hand to make an example of the
bishop,v.Tﬁe Political Department of the Foreign Ministry
évéfruiéd Bergén and decided to removelspr011‘fdrcibiy
from his residenée in Rottenbgrg° Goebbeis received
iﬁstructions to enlighfep the public about Sproll‘s gréss
violations of civic duﬁy.as the Gestapo executed the
remova1;55l

The negative attitude Germany adopted tcwardvfﬁé
Vatican when Hitler refused to visit the Pope in May of
1938 continued throughout the summer in the same pattefﬁ
as that manifested toward Bishop Sproll. This poliey
placed great preésure on the Holy See to maintain some
semblance of diploﬁatié'contact with the Reilch in order
to protect German and Austrian Catholics,

Having élaced the Vatican on the ‘defensive,
Hitler's“moveménté in Czechoslovakia proceededAWith ﬁo
notabiefiﬁterferenee from the Holy See. Germahy now
controlled Austrian economic resources and Catﬁolicé,
while being in a position to outflank Czechoslovakia on

three sides, As in the Saar, the Rhineland, and Austria,

S¥DGFP, 1, 1052-53.

351bid., 1056-57,



61

the Sudetenland population was overwhelmingly Ggrman
Catholic., Bergen had earlier reported thgtVPius XI
refused to heed France's request that he pretast_against
German activity in‘the Sudetenlana on the grounds that
it was a process of selffdgterminatian in which the
Church could have no political interestosé
The secular nation's attempt to appease Germany,
as exemplified by the Munich Agreement; hinged on the

same consideration, On October 1, 1938, Germany exer=
applause ofvthé FuldaBi’sxpdpsu Cenferenéeg gncreased'

the Catholic population of Greater Germany by ten per

cent,57 The Sudetenland came under German control,

] ~ In March of thé“fallowing year, Hit;ér-upsét_phe
Qiplamatic:eguilibrium by occupying. the rest of Czecho=
slovakia which had been guarant@ed protection by France
and Britain, For the first time the Reiech extended its
rulé to a gon:Ggrman population. It was”a“moﬁent@us
demonstration of Hitler's readiness to extend Germany's
need for "living space" beyond racial beundaries.’
Irenicallys the only major concession went to a Catholic
priest, Mgnsignor Jogeph;?iseg 3remier of S;cvakiao. He
gained auteonomy for his state while the rest of Czecho-

slovakia became a German protecterate, Germany had now

5oparp, VI, 7h.
>TLewy, 218-19.
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established a large, consolidated land mass in Central
Europe that gave it a strategic position to threaten
the entire continent. | |
Directly after Hitler'is failure to visit the Pope
on May 3,-1938, the Ambassador towtherHoly Sée begag to
take an entirely different attitude concerning Reich
policy than did the Reich authorities working with the
Vatican, By lay 25, Bergen came to the conclusion that
the Pope had been sufficiently put in hislplace and that
the time had come for Germany to develop a positive atti-
tude toward the Holy See, He emphatically believed that
Germany sheould not incur the wrath of thisvgreat spirit;
ga1 §ower, but should make the influence of the Church
serve the interests of the Reich's foreign policy.
Bergen also wanted to keep the clergymen in the German
camp in order to "utilize them for our Germany's

n58

national aims. Surely this policy had been most
effeétive in negotiations ranging from implementati@nAof
the Concordat ell the way to the plebiscite in Austria.

~ Reich autherities, under the heold of a now mature
National Socialism, insisted upon following a negative.
policy throughout the year., The Ministry for Ecclesi-
astigal Affairs adopted the view that the internati@nal
 Chareh was detrimental to National Soeialism and,

therefore, took little acceunt of proposals from the

SBDGFP'Q I, 1041.
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Vatiean Embassy while not answering cormunications from
the Holy See at a;lo59 The few exceptions were insufe
ficient and biased,

The Foreign Miniétry followed the same course as
the Ministry for Ecclesiastical Affairs. Ribbentrop
made 1t clear te Orsenigo that some day tﬁe problems
with the Church would be solved, but that the time for
~such a settlement had not yet‘eomgoéo Weizsaecker, the
new State Secretary, informed Bergen that in the eyes:
of Berlin a poéitivevattitudg was being pursued and,
in regard to the German clergy, the fight with the.
Chvreh was not a frontal attack bﬁt wags restricted to
separating "the sheep from the.g@atgo"él

Germany's victory in securing near complete
dominance over the German Catholics as well as those in
the anne§ed.t§rrit@ries was now obvieus. In éhgrtg
Germagy inflicted a political defeat upon the Vatican
by subjeecting its faithful t@nthe.will of National
Socialism without preqipitating.a Reich-Vatican split.

A rupture in relations would very probably have fesulted
in a Vatican appeal to the Catholics of the world te
share in its enmity toward Germsany. Now Germany was}in

a position to consolidate its new pesition in relation

5%pgrp, 1, 1041,

.. . -
6.Ibidos‘10h5°

%l1pi4., 10u6.
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to the Vatican juét'as it had done in the Reich proper. -



CHAPTER III

GERMAN ATTITUDE TOWARD THE VATICAN DURING
THE POLISH CRISIS

March=October 1939

From 1933 to 1939, Germsn leadership laid the
groundaw@rk tbatwprovided a_lever for nag@tiations with
the Vatican during the quish Crisis., The Reich's
authority now extended over the Saar, the Rhineland,
Austria, and Czechoslovakia., Germany had consolidated
a formidable land mass in Central Europe. The Reich
itself was a highly totalitarian state directly re-
spoﬁsivemto.th@ principles of National Socialism. The
Concordat proved te be the vehicle by whieh_the Nazis
dictated their wishes to the German Cath@li@'Chur@h{

Quite often, the Vatican objected to harsh
measures used by the Nazis and to their @verriding
authority in ereas, particularly Catholie educatien,
that traditionally belonged to thelchurchow Howsver,
Vatican desire to co~exist with Nazi Germany remained
paramount, and the position of the Cathelic Church in
all' the Reich territories was grgdually subordinated te
Germen domination. By March 1939, the Catholic Church
struggledmﬁor survival in the Reich'!s sphere of influs=
ence, Germany had mansuvered the Vatican into a dilemma,
If the Holy See toock an anti-Nazi stand, the Reich @@ﬁld
easily nationalize the Cerman Catholic Church.

Germany's adventageous political positien was

65
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compromised by the personality of Pope Pius XI. The
Pope desired good relations with“Germany but had vio-
lently opposed Naziwgoaardination of the German Gatholié
Church. While facing the difficulties of implementing
ﬁherC@n@@rdat; Pius XI often pushed his demands to the
point of nearly causing a §everan@@ of Reich-Vatican
diplométi@ r@lgtionsa Se@retarylof State Pacelli always
came to the rescue and tried to smooth over the»@riseso

Nazi intervention in_Gath@lic-edu@ati@n int@nsély
anggred Pius XI, and the repeated failure of Germany t@u
answer his communications prompted the Pope to issue a
pelitically oriented encyclical acecusing Germany of
fostering warol Thus, the Vatican, although it did net
contest the annexation of the Sudetenland, could not be
felie@ upon to refrain from siding with the Western
Powers if Germany made further advances in the East.

On February 16, 1939, Pius XI's death gave Germany
an @ppértunity to better its political position in re- -
lation to the Vaﬁicgno Ideological conflict divided
Eurepe into opposite camps;ft@talitarian,and democrati e
each of which wanted the Pope's m@ral:énth@rity on its
side if a crisis osccurred. February was a time of
fgﬁ@rish diplomatic activity in Rome because both factions

tried to influence the choice of a pope p@litieally

'%ﬂﬁéb V, 1079. This is the eneyelical "With

Burning Anxiety,"™ The Reich regarded it as a call te
battle., Also see: DGFP, I, 938,
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predisposed to their activities, Diego von Bergen urged
the Sacred College of Cardinals to select a pope sympa-
thetic to Hitler's plan for expansion in the East, He-
asserted tha% Germany wanted, to assist "in elaboraticn:
of & new world which wants to raise itself upon the ruins
of a past which, , . . has ne longer any reason to existo"2
The Sacred College of Cardinals would make the
final decision and their delibe;ations took Cardinal
Eugenio Pacelli into consideration, ?acelli,'a former
Pabal Nuncio to Berlin, was Germany's favored candidate.’
On March 2, 1939, the Sacred College elected Cardinal
Pacelli, who became Pope Pius XII, &s their Supreme
Pontiff, Vatican officisals rejolced, and Muésolinig
whom Pius XI tormented because of his close relationship
with Germany, "promised to send the Pope soggbadvice on
how he can usefully govern the Chur@ho“h o
The German outlook toward Pius XIT was optimistic.
Pius's diplomatic experiénce:and his knowledge of inteér-
national political affairs'indicated that he understood

2Quoted in Cianfarra, 23, By November 5, 1937,
Germany had begun to develep its plans for "living space"
in.the East., See: G,M. Gilbert, The Psychology of Dic~
tatorship: Based on an Examlnation of the Leaders of Nazi
Germany (New-York, 1950), 100, Hereafter cited as Gilpbert.

3Saul Friedlander PigsMXII,and”themThirdWBeiqh
A Documentation (New York 1966), 8B, Hereafter cited as
Friedlaender,

li'C-aleazzo Ciano, The Ciano Diaries, 1939-1943: The
Complete Unabridged Diaries of Count GaleazzQ«Qiano,
Ttalian Minister for Poreign Affairs, 1936-19473 (New York
1946), 36, Hereafter cited as Ciano, Diaries,
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the causes of war, Furthermore, the Pope had signed the
Concordat when he was Secretary of State and grasped
German political conditions as a result of his nunciature
in Germany. The Reich hoped tha@ he would use his inter-
national acumen and pndergtanding of German condi?iogs to
appreciate its need for expansion in the East. Leaders
of the Third Reich regarded Pius XII as very "Germané;
phileo"5

Succeeding events justified Gegman optimism.

Pius XI had often shown that his moral duty, rather than

| political expediency, dictated his actions. On March
6, the new pope reversed this tendency by writing te
Hit%er;and expressing his‘desire to come to terms ever .
problems in<Gerany,6 He also~ord¢r3d‘the~Vatican press
to temper its anti-German position.

Further negotiations involved the appointment
of a Secretary of State, the Vatican Foreign M;nistero
Pius XII had the amthority to make the appointment, and
the Axis launched a drive to secure a-sympathetic man
in this capacity. - Ultimately, Pius appointed the-former
Nuncio to Paris, Luigi Cardinal Maglione,' to this

SClan99 Diaries, 5. Cf., Cianfarra, 47-50 and

Oscar Halecki, Eugenio Pacelli: Pope of Peace (New York
1951), 138,

®parp, VI, 601.

2L .
7Lu1g1 Magllone (1877~ 19&&) ‘Represéntative of

the Holy See in Switzerland, 1918-=1920; Titular Aréhbishop
in Palestine, 1920; Nuncio Apostolic to Switzerland, 1920~
1926; Nuncio Apostolic to France, 1926-1936; Cardlnal
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positioen, Pgess—reports_re;eaged by -the Western Powers
clgiped a victory, asserting that Maglione was pro-French
and prone to favor the'wésto

Ambassador Bergen told a)differgnt story'to Berlin.
He explained to the Foreign Ministry that Maglione had |
'alwéys maintained good rélapiogs with the Embassy at the
Vatican and that he held a friendly attitude toward
Germany. The Ambassador, awaré that Maglione's sentiment
must be fostered, recommended that the German preSs;pé

8 -The NSDAP coentrolled

restrained in its assessment of him,
the press and, because of doctrinal conflict with the
Church, editorialized hostility toward high-ranking Cathe-
lic leaders, CGermany carried out this request: during

the next gew days, By March 13, 1939, the German Fbgeign
Ministry believed its relations with the Vatican to be

the best since 1933,

On March 15, Germany occupied Bohemia and Meravia
in Czechéslovakia,_ Pius XII and Maglione were visibly
dismayed as this action not only hindered Pius XIIfs
cogciliatory policy toward Germany but subject?d another
six million Catholics to Nazisﬁo Yore importantly, this
deterioration in the European situation ominously fore;

shadowed the crisis now developing in Poland. The Polish

1935 Perfect of the Sacred Congregation, 1938-1939;
Secretary of State, 1939=1%4li,.

BDGFPQ VI, 29,

xS
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population was seventy=five per cent Roman Catholic, -and
variogs estimates placed the number of Poles residing
throughoup Europe between fifteén and twenty millions.
Poland's predominant Catholicism was one -of the reasons
for the country's traditional anti-German sentimentq9
For Germany to advance further in this direction
without becoming subject to the Vatican's power, it had
to be coneciliatory enough to appease the Holy See.
Germanainspired "incidents" occurred in many Polishm
cities, adding to the Vatican's dejection. On Marech 17,
Bergenjcabled the Fpreign Ministry. He disclosed that
recent dev&}opments threatened to cause an undesirgble
change in the attitude of the Holy See. Bergen also
stated that the Vapican‘press had stopped attacks against
tpe Re}ch and that "there was no Question<that the German

press,musﬁﬂcontinue a restrained objectivity towards -
10 '

Vatican gffairso"_ Again, the National Socialists in
charge of the press complied and immediately put the
recommend%tion @nto effect, This effort temporarily
appeased the Vatican. These events;, although only a
portion. ef the total picture that aided in formulation
of Ggrmany“é»strategic plans, were considered in the

deliberations for Hitler's next move.

ciano, Diaries, 33.

1
ODGFP9 VI, 290



71

On March 21, Hitler demanded the return of Danzig
and extra-territorial rights in the Polish Corridor. The
NonaAggression Pact signed by German§ and Poland in 193&
was endangered, and a subsequent Anglo-Polish Agreement
to defend Poland brought the situation to near crisis
proportions, However, Germany had now established cordial
relations with the Holy See and a new Vatican pelicy arose,
The Pope abstained from intervention in German affairs on
the political level and avoided the more personal in-
fighting that Pius XI had engaged in, Vatican criticism
of German treatment of Catholics became doctrinalall

In April, Germany and the Vatican established
better relations, more as & result of American policy
than of German instigation. President Franklin D.
Roosevelt had asked Germany and Italy to abstain from
aggression against thirty states for ten years. The
proposal was public, addressed to the two specific heads
of government, and asked for a guaranteed time limit
before any country took further action. The time limit
would allow America to strengthen her armaments if so

inelined. Bergen telegraphed Berlin to inform the

llCianfarrag 149, Pius XII always tried to dis-
regard purely temporal problems in favor of protecting
the Vatican's neutrality by not naming names and staying
on the world-wide humanitarian level, See: DGFP, 1V,
598 (telegram from Bergen to Berlin) and Lewy, 250,
Bergen regarded Pius XI as inflexible and unpredictable.,
See: DGFP, C, II, 3, Weizsaecker believed that if Pius
XI had Iived any longer relations between the Reich and
Zggrchurch would have falled completely, See: Weizsaecker,
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government that the Vatican severely critiecized this
proposal because it viewed all three points as being
‘cenducive to hostilitiesolz .

On April 25, the F@reign Ministry again received
en indication that the Vatican would remain inactive
concerning the Polish guestion., ‘Pius XII received a
group of German travelers‘in audience on thaﬁ date{and
Bergen rep@rted the P@pevs'statement: "We rejoice at
the greatness of Germany, at her resurgenée and hef
prosperity, and it would be false to maintain that We
do not desire a flourishing, great, and strong
Germanyo"13

A great Germany was precisely what Hitler had
in mind., Three days later, the Fuehrer delivered a
.blistering speech to the Reichstag denouncing Roosevelt,
repudiating the Anglo-German Naval Agreement of 1935,
and declaring fhe German-Polish Non-=Agression Pact of
1934 void, Secreﬁary of S%ate'Wéizsae@kerg.the person
in the Fofeign Ministry most intimaﬁely'invéived with
Reich-Vatican relations, was alarmed at this development,
It was unreasonable, he thought, to proclaim the Polish
Pact void publicly when it had already been rescinded

in factolu But Reich strategists considered developments

1z
DGFP, VI, 300,

13quoted in Friedlaender, 16,
1RWG:::‘Lzsae.z’:,k@:c‘,, 181,
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in Poland more important than the rapprochement with the
Vai;ica_n°

Hitler's Reichstag speech, as surely must have
been expected, caused new problems with the Vatican., The
Holy See moved towsrd purely political pronouncements by
asking Berlin, Warsaw, Pariég Lond0n9 and Rome to abstain
from rash decisions that might lead to war, All the
nations agreed, and the Seemingly innoecuous request
became the first step in up-grading Pius's attempts at
,peace,fromAawspecific.eoncérn with Germany to inter-
national importance, The Vatican now embarked.pn an
effort to secure world peace rather than peace between
Germany and Polapd Specificallﬁp‘ This left the Reich
to wonder whethef or not it would be inciuded in further
negotiations,

On May 4, the Fuehrer received Cesare Orsenigo,
the Papal'Nuncio to Berlin, who had been dgtailed;by the
Pope to present a plan for a conference of five Great
Powers of Europe. The conference would include Germany,
Italy, France, Britain, aﬁd Poland=but not Russia.
Hitler realized his distressing position and spoke to
Orsenigo with unusual charm, He expressed “his real
gratitude to the Holy See" and promised that he would
get in touch with Mussolini at once to discuss the

problemols

ISDGFP9 VI, 426-27, The only other occasion on
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Hitler sent Joachim von Ribbentrop, the Foreign
Minister, on a personal mission to Italy, Ribbentrop. =
told the Italian Foreign Minister that the conference
c@uld‘not be. accepted because it would place Germany
.éﬁd.lta;y.in a numerically inferior position to an
English=French=Polish block which would inevitably. )
f"of;l.lowc,‘16 When Ribbentroﬁ instructed his State Secre=
tary to convey the news to Orsenigo many changes ﬁeré
made so as not to offend the Vatican, Weizsaecker
delivered the message in unfathomable terms° The
"points of dissention" of the Germén-Polish dispute had
not yet been "properly ascertained, . ., . the present
atmosphere also did not seem to be sufficiently favour-
able," and finally, the conference '"must unfortunately
from the beginning be considered as not too promising,"l7

Orsenigo anticipated such an answer and chided
Weizsaecker with remarks pertaining to the Vatican's
recent stoppage of press attacks against Germany and the
very grave points of friction that still existed in
German relations with Austrian Ca‘bholics,,:]'8 Now, on

May 23, it was agpparent that German refusal of the

which Adolf Hitler personally met with a high Church
dignitary was in Austria. There he conferred with Cardi-
nal Innitzer to secure his support for the Anschluss.,

1éciano's Papers, 283,
17pgrp, vI, 481-82,

181‘bidOD 519. Germany now used the treatment of
Austrian Catholics as a bargaining point just as it did
with the German Catholics,
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Vatican's peace proposal had alienated the Holy See,
However, this tense mood could not last leong.

On May 22, Gefmany had signed a treaty of ﬁilitary
alliance with Italy, and the Rome-=Berlim Axis reached its
peak of solidarity. German-Italian relations became
much closer, Tﬂe Reich could now gain by maintaining
good relations with Italy and with powers that could
influence or be influenced by Itélyo The Vatican's in-
separable entanglement with the city of Rome and Italy's
overwhelmingly Catholic population caused the Reich to
reassess its pélicyo Another source of pressure on the
Reich to resume friendly negotiations with the Vatican
arose from the desire to bring Spain solidly into the
Axis sphere, Any'friendship'between Germany and the
Holy See would make'theapreponderantly.Catholic Spanish
people more disposed toward Germany.

Bergen realized as early as. May 16 thaf the Holy
See must be piaoated and told the Foreign Ministry his
views in né uncertain ter@so He sent a memorandum
" reviewing the fact that'since the accession of Pius XII
many quarters steadfastly hoped for a lasting friéndship
between the RBeich and the Catholic hierarchy., To this,
he addeq that the Italian people desired a normalization
of Germéanatican felations because the new tension caused
great anxiety among these people and the Papacy. The

most unsettling disclosure of the message pointed out
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that Italy biamed Gefmany for causing the Vatican to turn
toward France. This put "a heavy strain on the Axis,"19

Because of this situation, Bergen deemed a settle-
ment with ﬁhe Curiza as ‘“desirable énd expedient on grounds
of foreign policy" and suggested,a plan of action, He
waﬁted fo cleaf the air of all existing-mistrﬁst and
displeasure by proclaiming a press‘truce; The National
Socialist press had only hephazardly applied the previously
ordered restraints, Then it would be possible to under-
take a solution of individual problems arising under. the
Concordat when Germany annexed Austria,zo Bergen believed
that these measures would lead to a solution of all
problems with the Vatfi_.canl° |

'The Forelgn Ministry was extremely slow in analyz-
ing the memorandum, but by June 8 Bergen had'the authority
to seek a settlement of problems outétanding with the
Vatican, Ribbentrop even supplied him with the contents
of the proposals he should communicate, The Pope admitted
Bergen to a private, prdlonged«audience wherein he re-
ceived Bergen with great deligﬁt after the Ambassador
made it clear that he was seekihg.friendly.rélations,
The Reich hgd taken riote of the gestures of»éood will
expressed by the Vaticémn stated'Bergen, and the Foreign

nerp, vI, 516-17.

Om—co—T—

201big., 518.
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Minister had decided that "a new epoch had dawned for
German-Vatican relations,"zl The Pope replied that he
desired friendly relations with Germény although he wanted
Nazi measures in Ausﬁria curtailed, The_Pope did not
Spéak of the Polish problem in detail‘whicﬁ indicated
that he would earnestly accept Bergen's offer, The
meeting resulted in a benevolent understanding that con-
ditions would improve, |
In reality German feelings toward a settlepent
was divided, Heinrich,Himmler,zg‘Reichsfuehrer-ss,
indicated that the circle of_men'aréand him at Ehis'time
favored an understanding with the Vatican and beiieved
“that Church‘and'Stéte could dwell peacefully togethero23
Ribbentrop, Weizsaecker, and Bergen were all members of
the Foreign Miniétry ihvolved in the initiatibn of the
June 8 settlement. It must be assumed that Hitler
supported the actions of that agency because Ribbentrop

‘seldom undertook anything on his own,

2lperp, VI, 690.

22Heinrich Himmler (1900-1945): took a leading
part in the "Roehm Purge", 1934; Chief of the German-
Police; Reich Minister of the Interior, 1943; Reich
Commissioner for the Strengthening of German Folkdom;
Chief of the Waffen SS; made unsuccessful peace overtures
to the Allies, 1945; expelled from the Party, dismissed
from gll offices, and ordered arrested for treason by
Hitler in 1945; committed suicide after capture by
British troops, May 1945, '

23Cia’no, Diaries, 86,
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On the other hand, secrecy shrouded the settle-
ment as if it might be considered a step backward‘fy
certain Nazis in the Reich., Ribbentrop instructed Bérgen
to inform the Pope that discretion Was absolutely neces-
sary to carry out the agreement successfully. Bergen's
report to Ribbentrop after the audience carefully notéd
that the Pope promised strict prudence from the Vatican,
Opposition centering around Hermann Goering, Joseph
Goebbels, and Alfred Rosenberg did exist.zu Hostile
anti-Vatican feeling centezgd around the inner members
of the NSDAP which could not reconcils itsslf to Vatican
demands in Germany and Austria. All three were closely
connected with the National Socialist Party and executed
orders emitting from the Party Chancellery.

By‘June 10, the Polish situation again»flared'up
as a result of various accusations made by fhe pro-Nazi
Danzig Senate and the denial of such by the Polish govern-
ment. The German Foreign Ministry's attempts to pacify
the Pope were not completely effective, and Pius dis=-
regarded all other problems to concentrate exclusively

on initiating diplomatic activity designed to promote

2M’DG,FP,, VI, 690; Friedlaender, 22-24, All three
men held various offices at this time, Most importantly,
Goering was Trustee for the Four Year Plan and number two
official in the Nazi regime, Goebbels held his usual title
of Minister for Propaganda and Public Enlightenment, and
Rosenberg remained head of the Nazi Party Office for

Forelign Policy and Ideoclogy.
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peace,

His Holiness declared himself available to act as
an intermediary between Poland and Germany. Yet, the Foreign
Ministry's anticipation of Vatican hostility resulted in a
beneficial effect in anéther area, Weizsaecker met with
the Nunclo to Berlin and commented on the anti-German attitude
of the West Poland clergy. On July 6, the Nuncio returned
the visit énd informed Weizsaecker that the matter was being
corrected by higher authorities,25 This achievement eased
lrgligious tension furfher and corresponded.to the generél
improvement of German-Polish relations betwéen early July
and midnAugust.

Before mid-August, Germany could combét Vatican '
activitiés4against it Whén the Holy See expounded moral
appeals to the world, At that time Germany did not want
_the Vatican involved ih pqlificai affairs of the Reich,

When the Poliéh Crisié deepened, thevgovernmeht changed
its policy. At this point, Britain became intensely in-
,volveé.iﬁ the neébfiatﬁonsAand deveiéﬁments leading direca
tly to the outbreak of hostilitiés. The Vatican now
achieved a new respectibility in international affairs as
fhe‘WeStern Powers began to gather stféngth from all
quarters. It became fhe spiritual leader of efférts to

maintain peace, and diplomatic activity between the Vatican

25pGFP, VI, 865-66.
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and the major powers of the WOrld increased tremendcusly.
Germany now recognized the Holy See's humanitarian attempts
to keep the peace on a world-wide, doctrinal 1evei as a
definite threat. The Reich now wanted to draw the Vatican
into the pélitical affairs of Germany so that conceséions
.could be made which would keep the Holy See from decléring
an~antioéérman stand to the world.:

The Foreigﬁ»MiniStry, on Aﬁgusp 17, received infor-
mation théf ﬁhe Vatican had consulted with the Polish
Ambassador to the Holy See, and it looked as if_the‘

Pope migﬁt intérveﬁe(for”Pbiand, kBérgen repopted that

the Polish Ambassador was convincedAﬁhat a territorial
change in the Free_Cify of Danzig would be ansﬁered by
military‘océupation by quand; and that Britain and France
woﬁld come to Poland's aid,26

Following events surpriéed both the Foreign
Minister and Bergen. The'Vat;can'regtrained its:policy
of seeking peace through international moral pronounce-
ments and negotiated directly with Germany-and Poland
in the_DanZig affaif; ?he British Secreﬁéry éf Sﬁaté
for Féreign,Affairg beﬁamg aWare of thé situation when
he recéived/a'communicatién from the British Ambassadér
to Italy. The Italian Ambassador to,thevHély See infdrmed

the British Ambassador that the Vatican intended to nego-

26pgFP, VII, 104,
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tiate with Poland because a successful mediation of the
Pslish question would make Gerﬁany prone to discussions
about the condition of Catholics.wifhin the Reich. The
Vatican apparently asked Poland to iét Danz;g revert to
Germany°27.

This information unsettled the British Foreign
Ministry becénse iﬁ indicgﬁéd that fhe Vatican now
suppdrted Gefmah policj in Poland. Britain dispatched
1ts Ambassador to the Vatican to ascertain if the plan
existed. The Holy See categorically denied it. The
Papal Secreﬁary of State contradicted this denial by
telling the same British Ambassador that he had sent a
telegram. to the Nuncio in Warsaw., The btelegram iné
structed the Nuncio to tell the President of Poland
that if he returned Danzig to the Reich, Hitler would
negotiate on queétioﬁs of.the Corridor and minority
problems;28 The Vatican had reverted tofintervention
in the political affairs of the Reich so that it could
maintain its protection of Catholics in Gefﬁany, Austria,
and Czechoslovakia,

On August 30, the German State Secretary for

e 27Great Britain, Decuments on British Foreign
Policy, 1919-1939 (London, 1949-~1955)", VI, 29394, Here-
after cited as DBFP., The Vatican will not release its
documents for this period so it is not absolutely certain
that it wanted Danzig to return to Germany. Nevertheless,
the British believed that the Vatican offered this solution,

28pEFP, VII, 403.
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Foreign Affairs was still analyzing his information and
considering the possibility of ﬁegetiations.with the Holy
See as the intermediary,29 Weiésaecker must have been
befuddled by Orsenigo's visit~end his request that the
State Secretary remind the proper’authorities that certain
Catholic clergy and students were exempt from»military

30

service in case of ‘mobilization. Orsenigo's actions
reflected the Vatican's feeling that war could ﬁot be
avoided., The Vatican had returned to intervention by
moral appeals to the world powers,

Weizsaecker did not know that the Holy See had
curtailed its political involvement with Germanyla few
days before., During tﬁis period, the British Foreign
Ministry had<more‘information'about German diplomacy
with the Vatican than did the German Ministry, The
lattetr had also been byupassed when Germany made the
decision that caused the Vatican to resort to inter-
natienal,moral appealsi o N

Hitler, the'German High Commandk and upper eeheion
Nazi leaders had undertaken a prOGBussian campaign without
regard to the Foreign Ministry's opinion of the Vatican's
reactionow‘Thevthreat of atheistic communism infiltrate‘f_

‘ing Western Eurqpe was the'most dreaded of Vatiean_

‘29Friediéehdef 31,

3Oparp, VII, 426.. A secret agreement to the
COncordat of which Weizsaecker had never been informed
stipulated this exemption.
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dreams, and with the possibility of this becoming a
reality the Holy See stopped negotiating with the Foreign
Ministry about iﬁternal German political afféirso
On August 23, Germany and Russia signed a ten
year NonmAggfession Pact which high~lighted German_disn'
regard for the Vatican's desires in this area. The
Pact was signed because of political expediency. The
desirabilit& of a friendly Russia on the.eastern border
was more advantageous to the Reich than ﬁrying to stop
Vaﬁicanfmoral appeals, "Moréover, the Foreign Ministry
could be relied upon to attempt to pacify the Vatican,
Pius XII fully understood the consequences of the
Pact. The next day he broadcast an appeal to all govern-
ments and mankind to refrain from a bloody ccnfiict and
return to conscientious undgrétanding,sl' The British
government reacted favorably to the appeal, but Hitler
and Mussolini completely ignoréd it.32 It ﬁas clear,
for the time being, that the strategists who directed
thg German government had siight regard for any pressure

the Vatican might apply. While the Foreign Ministry

31Great Britain, Documents Concerning. German-
Polish Relations and the Outbreak of Hostilities
Between Great Britain and Germany on September 3, 1939
(New York, 1939), 139, Pius XII took this step -only
after his personal appeals to the German and Polish
governments failed, See Cianfarra, 182-83,

3201anfarra, 185,
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evaluated its information about Polish negotiators and
Papal mediation, the Reich made the decision to attack
Poland, >

On August 31, Pope Pius XII made a final pre~
war appeal. Again, he directed it at Germany and Poland,
but this time designated each by naz\neoBLp 'All prior
appeals had been worded in general éefms and theoreti-
cally directed'to all mankind, Bﬁt noW~Germamy's attitude
forced the Pope to the extreme position of;chgstizing
individuél governments, . Copies were sent to the major
powers of Europe, and the‘British_continuedAtheir advo-
éacy of the Vatican's effort, But the Pope appealed
too 1ate; and the Party 1eaderts~belief in'conduest
overshadowed all préblems that the Vatican's power might
cause, Hitler overruled his proﬁessional soldiers and
on September 1 invaded Poland-without aideclaration of
war,

Germany did’hot‘disregard the'pessibiliﬁy of the
Holy See's indignation entirely, On August 22, the
Reich had made plans for pacification of the -Vatican
after the attack on Poland, An official proclamationv
by the Fuehrer would be issued, when time allo#éd,.to

guide such activities, The Reich proposed to develop

A}

BBDGFPQ VII, Lh2.

T —

BMPr;qéiﬁlés, 586.
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basic principles as guidelines to be followed until the
Fuehrer. could act, The government would issue a statement
to the Vatican couched in friendly terms emphasizing
aésurances'that there would be no more expropriation of
Church property in Austfia;

. Germany also planned to tell the Holy See that
the Reich wished to settle many other mihor problems
immediately. The Papacy considered one such problem as
particﬁlarly important. It concerned Bishép Rusch,‘the
Vatican appointee as Apostolic Administrator for Inns-
bruck-Feldkireh, who had been appointed without the
consent of the German government.35 Innsbruck-Feldkirch
was not in Germany, and the Vgtican continuously struggled
to salvage its rights io appoint administrators in these
outside territories, Germany maintained that the Con-
cordat, which supposedly guaranteed the Church's right
to make theae appointments, did not extend to these
areas, Thus, Germany had the sole right of approval,
If Bishop Rusch remained, it would be a Catholic victory
and a precedent that would be difficuit for Gerﬁamy to
overconme,

35pGFp, VII, 196-97, This conflict of views

arises from Article 14 of the Concordat and Article 1L,
Paragraph 2 of the Supplementary Protocol., See: Appendix
A, 188, 191, This Article maintains that the Vatican can
make the appointment only if there is no objection "of
a general political nature" by the government, Confusion

arose when it could not be decided if the Concordat
extended to certain areas outside the Reich,
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The proposal further suggested that, with the
Fuehrer's approval, details of ﬁhe plan should be sent
to the Reich Minister for Church Affairs and the Reichs=-
fuehrer-SS for implementation, Viewed in its entirety9
the proposal ﬁroved to be the most far~reaching and
impressive consideration ever undertaken b& any agency
of the Reich,36 Hitler and his ‘subordinates knew that,
the Vatican would be agitated and unpredictable When
Germany occupied Poland and that steps would have to be
taken to placate ‘the Holy See before it reciprocated
with rash actions.

By September 6, Pius had neither appealed for
world peace nor bemoaned the fact that another Catholic
country had fallen to German advances., Two idealistic
considerations inflﬁencéd the Vétican in this respect.
Firét, a period of little international~activity might
help to urge Ggrmany to make peace with Poland and?'
secondly, Germény might set up a buffer zone in Poland
--against Soviet BuSsié, Ehe Director of the Political
Department, Within the Foreign Ministry, tbok~a more
practical stand in his communication to Bergen. The

Director informed the Ambassador that France and England

36DGFP VII, 196=97, The plan to pacify the
Vatican was one part of a general outline describing
how the various European countries should be handled
after the invasion of Poland, Unfortunately, it is
unsigred so that the issuing agency cannot be deter-

mined, 3
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had asked the Vatican to declare Germany the aggressor in
the conflict, but that the Pope refused te‘do so; The
reason was that he did not wish to jéopaidize the Catho-
1lics already under German authority°37
Germany's hold on its Catholic population placed

the Papacy:in‘an em'barrassingpositiono ANationaI:Socialu
ism influenced all Germans; 'The bishops within the Reibh
and the.aﬁnexed territories were Germans who adheied to
Gerﬁan pol‘icy° These persons sympathized with Reich
policy toward Poland and publicly declared their position,
The German Army Bishops caused even nore - embarrassment to
the Vatican° They boosted the soldier's morale_by being
readily available to administer Extreme Uhctign, They,
too, were German by natibnality.and &id not hssitate to
urge the soldiers on toéauswift and total victory. Vati-
can doctrine condones "just" wars only, and the bishops
assured their flock that a "just" war existed in Poland,

| Germany's conordination of the German Catholic
Church and imposition of authority on Catholics in the
outside teppitories without causing a split With the

Vatican now paid off, If Pius XII took a stand against

37Fried1aender9 33, These facts come from the
text of a telegram from the Director of the Political
Department to Bergen, .It is a: manuscript from the
relatively unpublished Bonn archives., These are not
documents captured after World War II, but papers that
often relate specifically to government relations with
bishops and the Vatican,
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German. aggression, he WOu1d<a11énate the National Social~
ist Cathoiios~and nisk increased suppresSion of those
who resisted the Jt'egime.Bv’8

Anti-Catholic suppression increased after the
invasion of Poland, and Nazi-authorities improvised
raﬁher unique methods to“subordinate the Church within
~'tne.Reioh‘to a greater degaee, They. closed down churches
with the‘excusefthat theyfwere too far from air raid
shelters and that the occupants would be irnjured in an
attempt to reach safety, Gernany reduced tne‘number of
previously muZzled Catholic reviews and journals because
it needed paper for the war efforthQ

The Fuehrer}inﬁroduoed more extreme measures in
Poland when he decided that the clergy,-along-With various
other groups; must be exterminated in an effort to induce
,wnfoonditional surrender,uo By‘September 18, the Pope
could no longer remain silent, He addressed a pilgrimage
in Rome With a dldaotic speech against the totalitarian
..state»and the men who lead it, The address definitely
referred to'Gerﬁany and Italy, But Germany had now
..entered a new phase of activity which nullified any plans

Pius may have entertained.

38Fr1ed1aender, 35,
39Cianfarra 190°
*Onca, VIII, 590.. From an affidavit by Erwin

Lahousen, Chief of Abwehr Section 2, relating the events
of a conference in the Fuehrer's train°
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The Reich and Russia‘1auﬁchédAa "peacewéffensive"
designed to‘placé responsibility for continuation 6f the
war on the Western Powersabl. On September 19, 1939,
Vétican circles took é particular ihterest when Hitler
said that the West did not.have to fear world conquest
by Germanyf The Germaﬁ Ambaséadof ﬁéiltaly'instrucfed
Mussolini to make opén statements fhat conditions in
Poland would not lead to war. As a result Italo-Vatiééﬁ'
relations became much bettér°

The Vatiéan in efféct supported the Axis by
urging Englandwand France to accept a. settlement 42
Although the Vatican's m@tive(maymhave been the desire
.t@»end‘the.ﬁar‘and:save thevPolish Catholic populationl
the result was support of the Axis' need for a breathing
spell under the banner of a compromise peace° However,
Germany could not take full advantage Qf-the Vatican's
. wavering. attitude bécause itswmajor concern changed from
Poland~té3Bussia; |

On.September 29, the Reich~and Russia partitiohed
Poland. The partition subjected Polish Céthdlics to a
state that decried religion in any fofm~and thieqtenéd

the West with communism. The Vatican faéed the most

b1

‘MZCianfarrao 192, . The Vatican newspaper repro~
duced portions of Mussolini's statements,

Bullock, 573.



90

Seriéus dilemma of the Polish C:'irfis,isol‘l'3 Mussolini and
his Foreign Minister aléo abhorred the turn of eventé;
but German evaluation of the political scene placed the
need for'Russian'paiticipation above the combined impor-
tance of Italy-and the Vatican. YeQ) the Vatican Qﬁly
mildly denounced the partition.

The Pope merely observed that: "Despite unjuét
persecuﬁion, the Pélish Cathelics. must pefsévere in pra&erh
and in the practice of good ‘tr'u'a':lc'-»ks,"b’LP The Vatican's placid
reaction may be part1y~attributed to Mussolini's great
expectatiéns for a favorable solution of the problem of
‘Russia's westward advances, .Hé based his hopes on a
speech Hitler planned to deliver on October~6,u5 Neither
Mussolini nor the Vatican knew that the Speéqh«was a
fagade, énd that Hitler, having sécured his eastern bordar
with Russia, Was making plans for the invasion ofthe'Wesfo

Germany"s.grandiose plé,ns for Eastern '"livilng ‘sSpace”
relegated consideration of the Vatican to insignificance°
The ciayfollowin-;gwhis.speechD Hitler took the step thét
precipitated an irreparable schism between Church and

. Y3ciantarra, 190-01. MNussolini and his Foreign
Minister, Galeazzo Clano, were just -as taken back as the.
Vatican, As leaders of a Catholic country they could not

condone communism° See ‘Ciano, Diaries, 152-53,

““Princinles 589,

uSBullock 554-55, The dates of the. "peacem
offensive" are September 19-23, 1939. Hitler was still
committed to a speech on October 6 as % result of com-
mitments made during this period.,



91 .

State by appointing Heinrich Himmler Reich Commissioner for
the Strengthening of German Folkdom in the annexed portion
of Poland° Himmler's belief that National Socialism

b6 made him suitable

must destroy Christianity at all costs
for his duty. He intended to eliminate the Polish in-
telligentsia, thé Jewish population, and the clergy,

with the ultimate goal of implanting National Socialism

as the supreme ideoclogy. A week later, Germany organized
the Government General to maintain public order and life
amid the confusion,

Hitler decided upon retributive justice for the
Catholic Church in recompense for the Vatican peéee pro-
posals of August and the role the Church played in under-
mining. German culture and tradition in Polandog7 Through-
out Poland, the Reich qlosed down many Catﬁolic institutions,
including monasteriesygschools; and charities, in an effort
to simulate procedures ﬁhat had already taken place in
Germany,ng It made Poland the prototype of a "New Order"
that was to prevail in all Eastern territories under the
Reich's authority by initiatingka policy to subjugate
"inferiqr races," neutralize or exterminate the clergy,

and use forced labor to exploit natural resources,

46Weizsaeckero.2810

h7Adolf Hitler, Hitler's Secret Conversations,
1941-104k (New York, 1953), 381, Hereafter cited as Hitler,
Conversations. ‘

“8ynca, Supplement B, 1391.. ..
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The Fuehrer'took 1itfle or. no précaution to ease
the reception of this radical action at the Vaticano
Political strategists at the Holy See pondered different
methods of approach to the situation until Pius resolved
to abandon the tradition that a neW‘pépeﬂS‘first encycli-
cal explain the program to be followéd under his..guidance,
By Oktober 20, his staff had drafted an encyclical to
suit the state of affairs, but His Holiness rewrote it
many times, On October 27, Pope Pius XII delivered the
most politicaily'criented sPeech to be released from the
‘Vatican during his reign, | |

His first encyclical éastigatéd the totalitarian
state and the state that rescinded treaties unilaterally.
He then turned to an indictment of conditions, implying
National Socialism and communism, that directed youth
toward a goal that=wouid turn-them from ChriSt, The Pope
extended sympathy to counfries‘that~might be placed under
such circumstances without any mendate, Finally, the
Pope condemned conditions that faised ng piteous dirge
over a nation such as Oﬁr dear Polandoﬂu9

Explicit extension of- sympathy to-a country desig-
nated by name~moved the encyclical td the political sﬁhére;
His impiicif.cenéure of Germany and Russia was too obvious

for even a political dullerd to misconstrue. The world

Y9principles, 592-615. This is the encyclical
Summi Pontificatus, :
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‘knew that the Vatican had declared that it neither gave
up the strugglé‘forlworld‘peace on fhe doctrinal level
nor the fights of individual Cathoiics on. the political
plane, All the 11l-will, éuspicion,.and mistrust that
was latent between Gérﬁanywand the Vaﬁican now came into
the open. This caused many Quarters to be~apprehenslvé
of the German reaction,

- The Reich»governméht quickly understood the
significance of the document and took immediate steps
to suppress the undesirable influence it would have on
Catholics in Germany and the annexed territories., Nazi
publications printed a distortion of the texﬁ'in an effort

50

to lessen its effect,. Reinhard Heydrich;51 Chief of

the Security Police and Himmler'3~assiéfantg repqrted his
precautions and views to the Reichbhance“lleryo Heydrich
showed how well Germeny summediup the situation by ob-
serving that:

The encyclical is directed exclusively against
Germany, both in ideology and in regard to the
German-Polish dispute., How dangerous it is as
regards our foreign relations as well Qs our
domestic affairs is beyond discussion,5

5OCianfarra, 200,

51Reinhard Heydrich (1904-1942): Chief of the
Security Police; head of the Reich Security Main Office;
Himmler's assistant until 1942; Reich Protector for
Bohemia -and Moravia, 1941; in revenge for his assassina-
tion in Prague in 1942 the Czech village of Lidiee was
obliterated, - .

52 Quoted in Friedlaender, 37. This is a letter
from Heydrich to the Chief of the Reich Chancellery, Hans
Lammers, ‘
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On November 5, the reading of the Pope's Words ffég
the pulpits caught Heydrich off guard. His report stated
that only scattered readings occurred on that day because
the lesser Catholic hierarchy were informed too late to
disseminate the message., He now proceeded to take pre-
ventive measures, under directives élready established
for such occasions, and issued orders to'hinder-all churches
from having the encyclical read. He stopped-all other forms
of_éomﬁunication entirely. The Reich Ministry for Propa-
ganda and Public Enlightenment took appropriate steps to
prohibit discussion of the Popefs words by the press.,53
Nevertheléss; Reich leaders did not want to cauée a direct
break in velations with the Vatican, Prevention of dis-
seﬁinatipn of the encyclical was carried out in a 1egaliSw
tic and felatively mild mannergsu

Throughout thié period Germany viéwed the Vatican
as a suprafnational state with the power to influence
international decisions and intervene in local political
affairs at will if not checked by a secular power. The
Vatican pfoved its ability to do this time and again |
during thé Polish Crisiso Finally, the Reich concluded

that the Holy See was a de facto secular state and must

53Friedlaender9 37.

5”For confirmation of this view see: Friedlaender,
38, He concluded "that the Nazi leaders wished to avoid,
for the duration of the war, an open and irremediable
rupture with the Holy See with all the consequences that
this would involveo" '

s
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be treafed-as such in order té'gain concessions on a
quid pro ggg!basis°55 |

By November 1939” German political leaders, for-
tified by Natioﬁal Socialism; had;greatly strengthened
their hold-on Germany and its territdries, They could
effectively combat évéﬁ.phezmosf extreme Vatican attempts
at political méneuWers to ease the Catholic burden. |
Economically and militarily, Ger@any had beceme-SO»poweru
ful that the Vatican's peaée préposais were drowned in
the eclamor of‘secular-natipns t0~éssert their material-

istic diplomatic strength,

55Germény's treatment of the Vatican as a secular
power is guite apparent in a March 11, 1940, meeting be-
tween Ribbentrop and the Pope. See: DGFP, VII, 896-97.



CHAPTER IV
GERMANY ENCOUNTERS.MINIMAL VATICAN OPPOSITION
IN THE WEST

For Germany to continue its aggresgion, or even
to consolidate its newly gained position, without Vatican
interference, the Reich would have to again placate the
Holy See. Germany had seriously'offendéd'the Vaticen -
because bf its coaéﬁération with communist Russia. The
Nazi—Soviet Pact of August 23, 1939, and the partition
of Poland between the two stunned the world. This policy
continued in February of 1940, when Germany -entered into
new economic -agreements with Russia, Tﬁe Soviet Union's
--advances into Finlandwa&ded'to the*dejection of all con-
cerned Catholics, In February ;and~March, the Vatican
launchedAa propaganda campaign-against Germany via its
radio station and instructions tb the clergy.1

On March 11, 1940, Hitler sent Joacliim von Rib-
'bentrop to attend an audience with Pope Pius XII in an
effort to smooth over the discord arising from recent
events, The Fuehrer told Ribbentrop what course~to take
and what ideas to pr-e-sent,2 At the outset, Ribbéntrop'
-expregééd_gcnegrn for the fQHda@ental relatianshipwbetween

iJlCianfarra 208, Thé Vatican supports its own radio

station in Rome, Confidential instructions are issued from
the Holy See"to the clergy of -all countries, In this manner,
policy decided upon at the top of the Catholic hierarchy can
be spread throughout the clergy.,

2DGFP VII 896,

96
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National Socialism -and Catholicism, He reiated that_the
Fﬁehrer believed a basic settlement to be possible, but
that any such agreement must be compreheﬁSive-aﬁd l§$ting;
not transitory as tﬁe Reich Conqofdat Héd prove& foibeo‘
However, two obsfaples'stood‘in'fhe way of a 1astingf
- agreement at this time, One-Was the'predominané viéw of
the Catholic clergy in Germany that they should. engage
in political activity. The other that Germany was now
involved in a struggle that demanded all its efforts -and
which d4id not ﬁérmit Hitler tb;be interested in any other
problems at this time,

~Whét the Fuehrer did want, Ribbentrop explained,
was.-a continuation of the present truceiwith thewVatican;3
Ribbentrop stated that the Fuehrer hadmmade the preliminary
concessions of - paying one billion reichsmarks to the Church
and stopping 7000 indictments of Catholic clergymen in
Germany. He did this because he wanted to expand the truce.

RibbénﬁrOp ended the conversation by pointing out
what Germany had done for the Catholic ChurCH° He noted
that never in history had such a radical revolution done
so little injury to the Chufch thén did the Nazi take=over
of Germaeny, In fact, he said, it was oniy‘due to National_
Socialism that cogmunism did not destroy church life in

3"Truce" waé a strange word for Ribbentrop to use;
The Reich-Vatican conflict in the East-had become very bad

by this time. Obviously, the Foreign Minister wanted to
convey feelings of optimism,
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Europe altogether, Nevertheless;‘the Foreign Minister
admitted that Germany and Russia had established a lasting
relationship.,  He said that this Wés possible because

National Socialism had become so strong that it made the
| b

German péople immune to communism,

Pius XII tried to question Ribbentrop about prob=;
lems in Poland, Germany, and other territeries, but'did
not insist on this discuSsion'becausé‘ﬁhe Foreign Minister
repeatedly émphasized thefpossibility of a fundémental
understanding at -a later timeo5 Ribbentrop deélared‘that
he and the Pope had had.a cordial talk in which Pius

agreed to all that he said;é

YDGFP, VII, 897-98, This information comes from
an unsigned memorandum found in the German Foreign Minis-
try archives, It is generally believed that Ribbentrop
wrote it himself. In 1966, the Pope's secretary-and
personal confidant, Father Robert Leiber, stated that
this document ‘was unknewn to him. He believes that
Ribbentrop had it "fabricated by someone in the Foreign
Office.," For the complete report of Leiber's comments
on.this meeting -see: "Pius XII and the Third Reich,"
Look - (May 17, 1966), 34-50, Leiber is here cemmenting
on.excerpts frem Freidlaender's Pius. XIT-and the Third
Reich, Cilanfarra also presents-an entirely different
View than - does this document See Cianfarra, 209»10

5DGFP, VII, 897. Leiber -sald that the Pope also
raised. Specific questions -about the controversy between
Catholicism -and -National Socialism. To these inquiries,
Leiber reported, Ribbentrop answered that since ﬁhééﬁerman
effort was concentrated on war, he could not -answer them at
the present, See: "Pius XII and the Third Reich," Look
(May 17, 1966), 37, ‘ ' o

6The former Ambassador to Italy, Ulrich von Hassell,
says the meeting was entirely fruitless., Ulrich von
Hassell, Thé won Hassell Diaries; 1938-1944 (New York, 1947),
131, Hereafter cited as Hassell., '
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Later that day, the Foreign Minister met with
Mussolini to promote a meeting between Aiis dictators. .
The two men discussed the audience with the Pope and the.
dontenté.cf a letter sent to MuSsélini from Hitler.
Ribbentrop dispelled Mussolini's fears of the German .
friendship with Russia and discontent with the Vatican
in the same manner as he did the Pope's. He told the
Duce that a lasting solution between Church and State
would come when the Church solved the problem of politi-
cal Catholicism., The Foreign Minister explained that he
would deal. further. with the matter through the Nuncio to
Berlin, but that religious peace had meanwhile been
arrangedb7
Hitler had written to Mussolini about another reason
why the Vatican should be grateful to Germany. Heicoptenm
ded ﬁhat if Germany had not retained control in the Govern-
mgnt General of Poland, the Church could not carry out its
basic function because of the hostilitylof the local
populace there, Then thevFuehrer calmed Mussolini's dread
of communism by stating that it was becoming a nationai,n-
as oppesed‘to-internafi@nalv ideology which implied that
it did not endanger the rest4of Europe§ Mussolini believed
7Ciano's,Pa.Eerso 358<59. Mussolini detested the Pope
and the influence the Vatican had in Italy. Yet, when com-
munism threatened, he sided with the Holy See in order
to keep the favor of the Italian Catholic population,
8perp, vII, 876,78.
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the Fuehrer and decided that Germany and!Italy had a common
destiny. | | )

Ribbentrop's jéurney to Rom@wwaswa-suceess; Thé
Vatican -and Mussolini believed Hitlgf}s statements about
the wealness of -communism, Théy-algo found comfort in the
idea~thét Ge%many~ﬁanted to continue the religidusrstalea
mate rather than to oppoese the Holy See, On ﬂareh 12}»19b9,
the BusseaFinnisthymistice-added to the paqificatioﬁ of
Vatican anxiety about GermgnuBussianwaggnessiono By
March 15, Europeans-generally thought.-that. the Armistice,
RibbentrepiswéeetingAﬁith3Mussélinig~and hiswaudiénce-with
Pius indicated the.é@miﬁgQOf peaceOQ

On the other hand9 Bibbentrbpwégvisit opened the

way for the internal GermanxOppesitiongoltovmake inrogfls

through the Vatican, The Holy -See,-temporarily unworried
about -advancing cemmuniémwaad the persecution of Catholieg,
became receptive to overtures -designed to reduce German

military success,

9Hasse11, 123.

10The German opposition-was -made up of diverse
groups not in close touch with one another., Most members
were -militery men, All were-against the regime because
they thought Hitler would lead the German-nation to ruin.
Three groups -stand out, The %“"Geerdeler circle," built
around Dr. Karl Goerdeler, General Ludwig Beck -and Hassell.
The "Kreiseu cirole," led by Count Helmuth von Moltke, -and
one that-frequently -operated in connection with the- Vatiean,
the “"Canaris circle."” The latter group included Admiral
Wilhelm Canaris, head of the Abwehr (countermintelligence
department of the OKW) Other members were Dr., Joseph
‘Mueller and General Hans Oster,
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On May'il 1940, members of the opposition used the
Vatican as an intermediary to warn Holland and Belgium
of the impending invasion of the West. Dr, Joseph Mueller,
working in conjunction with Admiral Wilhelm Canaris and
Gen;}al Hans Oster, told the Belgian Ambassado; to the
Holy See the-exact date of the planned.i£Vésionoli The
Belgian Ambassador told the governments of Belgium -and
Holland, They informed the British-and French,

A.week later, the German Security Service had
intercepted and deciphered the message, Hitler -and the
German High Command did not know the actual extenﬁ of
the damage because the-SoourityoService oould;not trace
the persons responsible for the ieakb Plans for the
Western invasion were alfeady being executed; and Hitler
decided to go ahead, French -and Br%tish passi?ityoduring
the Polish Crisis, the easy elimination of Poland, and the
German-Russian Agreement that secured the eastern frontier
. ‘Were indioative of good military results regardless of
the warning. to Holland and Belgium.,

On May 10, 1940, the German Army carried out, with
some modification, General Fritz Erich von Manotein's
adaptation of the Schlieffen Plan, The ..Ai;;ﬁiirassaulted the

11Ian Colvin, Chief of Intelligence {(London, 1951),
112-13, Hereafter cited as Colvin. Also see: Walter
Schellenberg, The Labyrinth: Memoirs of Walter Schellenberg
(New York, 1956), 350-51, Hereafter cited as Schellenberg,

Canaris had diSpatohed a branch of his intelligence network
to operate directly through the Vatican,
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Low .Countries and France, The German Opposition's
warning turned out to be a benefitlrathef than a burden.
The Meuse defense system had ndt been-linked’With the
Maginot Line because Belgium insisted that its neutrality
must be violated before it would ally with Frqnceiand
Britain. Now, the Low Countries called for hélp°

The AnglomFrendh Army responded by racing into yhe
area around the Dyle and Meuse Rivers. This agtion added
to the effectiveness of fhe German plan. The Low Country
offensivewasadiversionary-movement1-and.the main»Germén'
force prepared for a thrust through fhé Ar&ennes Mountains
into Franee., Even though Holland and Belgium had received
the Vatican sponsored warning, and Anglo»French troops
mobilized in the Low Countries, Germany overran the Dutch
and. Belgian defense systems in five days.

Pope Pius XII took ;“strong stand and officially
pledged the-Vatican's Spiritual suppbft to the Low
Countries. Three messages came from the Holy See simul-
taneéﬁsly° One~went to King Leopold of'Belgium, one to
Queen'Wilhélmﬁiagof Holland, and the last to Grand Duchess
Charlotte of Luxemburg, Although the form of the three
telegrams differed, the political implications of their.

12

content. was the same, The Pope was quite-angry about

12principles, 668-69, Pius XII called for the re-
-establishment of Belgium independence and extended his
sympathy to the countries that had been invaded "against
their will and their rights."
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the violation of Dutch end Belgien neutrality and expressed
1hisssympathy to all three countriesp.‘Hevclearly.eipressed
Vaiican 0p§osltioh.tc German_eggressioh;.

- Vatican concern for theiLow,Couﬁtries did.not_
affect the German bishops who continued to stand behind
Germany in the war effort, The German press ignored the
messages, and some National Socialist Catholic neWSpapersl
Hdenounced Pius because of his antinGerman posture.,13
’The‘German Foreign.Ministry_feared that the Pope
vhad<seﬁt_the telegrams in reply to Klng'Leopold's apﬁeal
to the Vatican° iffthis were'trqe; Gefmany would ﬁave

to withstand the full onslaught of Vafican opposition
because Leopold had made specific charges against the

" Reich, - Thus, the Vatican's statement Wodld be a uni°=
'1ateral condemnation of Germany014 The next day9 May 11_
19&0 Bengen informed the Foreign Office that Pius did
not intend the~messages to be regarded as pollticel
ihterventi’ono A-week~later9f3ergen-Wasfinformed that

the Vatican statement was. not a reply to King LeOpold's
appeal but had crossed it in transmissiono$5'b

" Hitler, bolstered by the great military victories

,remained celm throqghouto It<was Mussolini who became’

13Lewy9 228,

1L"Fri’medleu*z:nd.er Lo, Telegram’from Beigen'to Berlin,
May 11, 1940, : ' A

" 131bid°9'52° TelegramAfrom Bergen to Berlin, May 18,
1940, ] | ' . |
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incensed -at the Vatican's eariy anti-German position.

The Duce sent his Amﬁassadar to the Holy See; Dino Alfiefi,
to demand an explanation of the Vatican's one-sided staﬁd;

On May. 13, Alfieri had stressed that 'the VaticanJS~attitﬁde
16 - |

was. . irrevocably against the Axis° Howevef Wheﬂ he
..encountered the Pope six days 1ater, Pius told" him that he
had. personally edited the words . "Germany" and "invasion"
in order to keep the Vatiecan aloof, 17 The Ge:man,Foreign
Ministry received this information from‘Itaiy; In nine;
days, May - 1®m199 the Vatican's strong stand against
Germany withered away in the face of military victory,
andNAxis‘Qemangs that the Pope refrain from condemning
Germany,ig | |
The Vatican also tried to keep Italy from joining
Germany, ~Pope Pius XII and his Secfetary of State,
Maglionew-aSKed President Roosévelt'numereus times to

appeal to Mussolini. The United States sent a special

representative, Myron C, Taylor, t@ the Vatican., Taqur's

1écianoo Diaries, 249,
17DGFP' IX, 378-79.

18Theré is no doubt that Pius XII changed his
attitude in the days following the telegrams to' the Low
Countries. Friedlaender, on page 52, -attributes this to
growing caution at the Vatican as a result of German
militery victories, Cianfarra, 227-29, gives two other
plausible reasens, One is that the Vatican is in the
heart of Italy and Mussolini could easily have isolated
it, The other, that the Holy See-gawe up initiative in
the West because it knew that military conditions would
change in thé.long.run, In either case, the Vatican's
submission in the West preserved its ability to intervene
under more favorable circumstances 1atero
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|
mission was to aid the Vatican in brihging about peace

and te collect intelligence ihformation from: Vatican

19

sources; Roosevelt finally agreed and asked Mussolini
to remain a non-~belligerent, The effort failed,

By June 10, 1940, Gerﬁany had overrun Norway,
Denmark, Holland, Belgium;éand‘Luxembufgw ‘The«ﬁéllw
plarmed thrust through the Ardenﬁes caused France to
rapidly crumble, Italy deciargd war on France and
Englend, Six days later, the Axis £R5roughly defeated
France, The patriotic German bishops applauded by
ringingrchurch bells throughout Germany,?o

Germany met no resistance from the Vatican during
the conquest of France, The Vatican's weak support of |
-that country parallels, and may well be ‘a result of, the
inability of fhe French Catholics to counter Germany in

oy ‘

any -effective way. Indeed, reports received by the

Foreign Officé encouraged the government more than did-

19corde11 Hull, The Memoirs of Cordell Hull (New
York, 1948),8713, 777-79. The United States did not have
an Ambassador to the Holy See, Correspondence between
President Roosevelt -and Pope Pius XIF was largely ambigu-
ous and accomplished nothing., Se&: Eugenio Pacelli (Pope
Pius .XII) and Franklin D, Roesevelt, Wartime Correspondence
Beﬁv§en President Roosevelt and Pope Pius XII (New York,
TOL5T e 4 S L -

Zoiewy3'228@

2lcr,, Cianfarra, 243, -Relations- between France and
the Holy See had been good since World War I, so the Vatican's.
lack of support cannot be said to come from an ideoloegical
disagreement between the two, See: DGFP, I, 1040, The
French national Catholies readily backed Marshal Henri
Philippe Petain's (the Nazi sponsored leader ¢f Vichy France)
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Pius XII's retreat on his stand in the Low Countries, 1In
1ate>May, Bergen reported that confidential soqrces-had
informed him that the Vatican believed that France should
conclude a separate peace and;leave.Britaih to carry on

the battle aloneozg

On May 29, he told the Foreign
Ministry that the Vaticanﬂs.Secretéry of State thought
that Belgium should have capitulated in the beginning
and that France should do so nowo23
It soon became evident that Pope Pius XII had
concluded that the war in the West would continue re-
gardless of Vatican attempts to keep the peace, Early
in June, Pius ‘turned to pleas for himanization of the
war, He--asked the belligerents on both sides tb-abide
by the rules of international law when dealing with
non-combatants and occupied countrieso After Italy's
entry into the wéra the Vatican's appeals became more
specific, While still urging Germany to show generosity
to France,- Papal -messages indicated that the gruesoﬁe
reality of a European Wer had found its way to the Vatican.
Pius began calling for-abstention from indiscriminate
"national reconstructionﬁ policy.  The-weakness of‘tha
French Catholics te put up -a serious fight against the Nazis
is a result of the factionalized French political atmosphere,
The Catholics had no polltical education -and never formed . a
political party for any effective resistance, For a good-
review of this subject see: Jacques Maritain, "Religlon and
Polities in France," Foreign Affairs (January 1942), 266-81,

ZZQGZ.F_P_; IX.; W :

23priedlaender, 53..
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bombing, the use of gases, and pérsecution of peoples in
occupied areas.,

On June 28, 1940, Pius XII made one last try for
peace, The countless dead and-great dévaétation-prodde@
the Pope to make plans to address himself to the.governm'
ments,’.rf‘gjﬁf Germany, Engla.nd, and Italy. Before undertaking
this initiative, he sounded o6ut the individual govern- |
ments first, Maglione asked Bergen to determine German
feeling in regard to a mutual conciliation and an end

to hostilities, At the same time, Nuncio Orseénigo

24

approached the Foreign Ministry in Berlin, Germany

refused the Pope's effort, The peace feeler failed
becguse the. Reich learned that London had not accepted
the overture, The Foreign Ministry and the Nuncio placed
the blame for this failure squarely on Britain.?”

Although Germany faced many prdblems with the

Catholic population in Belgium and Holland,?® it hed no

24Pius' peace proposal had exactly the opposite

effect he had expected., It encouraged Hitler to open the
Battle of Britain because he interpreted it as an admission

25DGFP X, 49-50; DGFP, X, 318-19, It is extremely
doubtful that Hitler would ha have aecepted the proposal under
any circumstances, but the German government was absolved
of the blame in this instance°

26The Belgian Catholics—made up the core of patriotic
resistance to Nazism in that country and actively opposed
Germany until their liberation in 1944, Political Catholi-
cism was at its best there, See: DGFP, VII, 499; DGFP, XI,
343; .Arnold Toynbee (ed.), Hitler's Furope: Survey of Inter-
national Affairs, 1939-1946 (London, 1954), 48L-85, 4973,
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great“problemzwith the Vatican in the West, Graver conflicts
arose elsewhere, Germany and the Vatican continued to have

major disputes concerning Reich measures in: Poland,

Hereafter cited -as Toynbee, Hitler's Europe., High Com-
missioner Seyess=Inquart was constantly plagued by Catholic
resistance in Holland. See: DGFP, XI, 1216; Toynbee,
Hitler's Europe, . 5o3moh Werner W Warmbrunn, The Dutech Under
German Occupation, 1940-1945 (Stanford, California, 1963),
137, 156=60, 189, French Catholics only, did not greatly

resist the Nazis°




CHAPTER v

GERMANY TERMINATES NEGOTIATIONS WITH THE VATICAN
IN THE OUTSIDE TERRITORIES

I

After the invasion of Bolaﬁd in 1939vAahd par-
ticularly after the German advance in Russia on June 22,
:i9u1, the Reich -attempted to mold its new territories
into-manageable divisions, The Reich ultimately settled
on three separaté entit_ies° The firsf”inciuded the
annexed 1andS»adjacent to thé Beich. They were célled
the Incorporated Territories and oonsisted of Austria,
most of Czechoslovakia the Polish area around Poznan,
' Lodzv and the Reich district of Danzig-West Prussia,-
The second took 1n'oooupied Poland»and'waé referred fo
as the Government General., The Government General
included Warsaw and Cracow. The third area covered
portions of old Poland lying even further-oast and
parts of Russia. Germany called thié the Occupiéd
Eastern Terri;oriesol

The formation of -such a plan took time. During
the interval, a great deai of confusion arose, It was
not clear whether the Incorporated Territories should
include Westérn Poland to the same degree as Austrisa,

the Sudetenland, and other areas which were traditionally

1United States, Civil Affairs Department, Trials
of Major War Criminals before the International Military
Tribunal (Nuremberg, 1947-B9), IV, 510-11., Hereafter
cited as TMWC, '

109
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German, If Poland were included on an equal basis, did
this. mean the annexed area,.thevoccupied area, or all
of that nation? On the other hé.ndo should the édminise
tration of the annexed portion of Poland be similar to
that of the Government General? Should‘decréeé made in
Poland and the.Goverhment General extend to Austria?
4.When.thewﬁeiChAinformed the Vatican 6f the government's
position in regions nét included in thé Reich, itfwas
-ambiguous as to Which 1ands were or were not involved.
The resulting dilemma is‘ciearly seen in Aq?trié;
Poland, and Russian lands éccupied by Germény;

Since-May 13, 1938, the date of the annexation
of.Austria, the Reich had foliowed-a very strict anti-
Catholic policy in that céuntry, It closéd most churches
and schools while diveéting-many priests of State subéi»
dies and the right to teach religion tochildreﬁ° Mahy
priests were arrested and some sent to concentration
éampsqz Germany.ihstituted:many of these sﬁpﬁressive
ac?ions to prepare Austriaafor a signifieaht role in the
war effort, On March 20, 1941, Deputy of the Fuehrer
Martin.Bonmann~&eeieed that ‘the Beich must céhtinge to
seize:the.prpperty of clergymen who viqlated laws set
up.to-regulaée the war ecén@my in Austria, The offenges

enconassed hoarding, malicious attacks against the

2Cianfarra9 220,
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State, and illegal possession of firearms, Bormann

CogﬁﬁﬁﬁiﬁﬁﬁwnpaywanyKcompensation for theﬁpr@pertyw3
Confiscated property included convents, monasteries,
and. schools. as well as churches, The Vatican regarded
these. incidents as incompatible with the Reich Concordat,

A continuous battle between the Beich and the Holy
See as to whether or not the Concordat extended to
Austria had begun some time before, In August 1941,
State‘secretary Weizsaecker relayed his‘governmgnt's
opinion. about this question to the Vatican, He pointed
out that the Concordat extended only to the Reich as it
existedmin~1933 when they ratified the document., Weiz-
saecker emphasized that this did not inciude Austria,
the.Sudetenlandyuthe Government General, ornany.othef
areas_not in the Reich at that time, The Vatican never
_accepted“this deciéion and continued to try to gain

. concessions in the Incorporated Territories on the
grounds of the Concordat. _

Germany's attaek on Bussié in June‘19h1 caused
hew.problems for the Reich, One problem was the ne=-
céssity of sustaining the ﬁerale of the trOOps-aﬁd
civ;lian population of Germany and the outlying-dism
triétso- Of course, this demand meant that the Reich
must include. the Catholies in its plans, From September
1941 to February 1942, Hitler followed a course. of re-

straint'toward the Vatican, Germany's definitive decree

SNca, VIII, 250,
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of the exclusion of Concordat provisions in. areas. ad-
jacent. to the Beich was tempered by thg Fuehrer., His
support. of this exclusion was modefated by his belief
that."theAmain thing is to be clever in this.matter. and
not to look fér a struggle where it can bee--a,vcsitiédf.,"LL
Hitler openly blamed the persecution of the
Church..on. staunch Party members, Iﬁ Septembér.lénl, he
ordered Martin Bormann to stop his campaign.against the
Church. in order to boost the morale of Cathelics in the
German domain,” The Fuehrer's table talks with.such men
as. Ribbentrop, Rosenberg, and Goebbels indicated that
he.had«nof giveﬁ up his idea to eliminate the Catholic
religion .in the German areas completely. 'However, the
Fuehrer stated that he couid not cope with the Church
at this time, He also noted that he would not "be able
to go on.evading the religious problem-much 1ongér¢"6
Hitler's determination to postpone a final S50~
lution. of the religious problem was weakened by Bormann.
on May 10, 1941, -Rudolf Hess, head of the Party Chancel-
lery,. flew to Scotland for'unknown‘reasens;',Bormann

replaced Hess and began to draw the linés of internal

administration tightly around him, His unrelenting

anti-Vatican beliefs and ability to gain a position to

4H:1tler', Conversations, 49,
5Papen, 481-82.,

6Hitler; Conversatians, 117, 247,
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influence. Hitler's actions was. determinant of future. .
Reich. policy toward.the Holy See, Beféfé the. end. of the
year, Bormann ‘became second only to Hitler in leader-
ship of the. Nazi Party.

.. On.February 21, 1942, Bergen began a drive to
ease tensions beween the Reich and the Vatican, His
analytical report of Reich-Vatican relatiions. asked for
auﬂradicalymailaembracingnsolution" to all questionsarz
outstanding with the V&tioaﬁg_ To achieve this end,
Bergen.statedcthat“he.wanted»the.Nationaleéeiaiistm
leaders to withdraw measures that hindered such a so-
lutiono7”.Goebbels~entertained thoughts along. the. same.
line, . He.believed that the Party enforced too strong. .
a policy-against the Church. .This made it too easy for
the Catholic hierarchy to attack the State°8

Influenaed by Bormann, Hitler took no notice of.
these.obsermationsg The Fuehrer's conversations of this
period.reflected the policy of the highest Party leaders,
In.Aprilv”hemreiteratedﬂstatements reminiscent of the.
early. years. of co=ordination of the Catholie Church, He
spoke of the priest's attempts to undermine the policy
of the.Nazi.Party., He thought it scandalous that the

‘Reich should subsidize the Church with 900 million

7Er;i.edlaend-erg,158=-59°

8Goebbels, 141,
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marks. annually when .the money could.be. spent. for farms .
to be given to soldiers who wanted to retire into. agri-.
culturalwser#lcewmumhe‘Fuehrerﬂevem~Maﬁtedntomredysemthe
subsidymtomfiftmeillionsnannually to;bewpaid.direétiym.%
to the.Mprinces . of the Church," In this way, he thought
ﬁhey~couldwb€1bought off and would Wholeheaftedlyﬂsupport
the.Reich,? Hitler had adopted the hard-line Party
stand,-

Hitler's order‘of June 22, 1942, severed Reich
relations.with the Vatican in all'areas.except the
Germany. of 1933, The severance was handled in a taot;
ful but complicated manner. The Vatican had already
refused to recognize any political change in territory
after September of 1939510 From the Reich's point of
view,. the Hpoly See had therefore automatically exoluded
itselfwfrommanywofficiai connection with these tefrim |
tories.. .Since. the Reich controlled these -areas, it
meanﬁmthatwthere could be no relations concerning them

between the.Reich and the V_aticano The Fuehrer now-

wanted to expand this state of affairs to include the

9

Hitler, Conversations, 332-33,

_ 10Fried1aenderg 160-61, Telegram from Weiz-
saecker to Bergen on June 22, 1942, On January-18,
1942, the Vatican had sent a note informing Berlin
that it would not recognize any territory taken by
German. aggression after September of 1939, This note
was not. found. in the Wilhelmstrasse files. Again,
the Holy See's refusal to release its documents for
this period makes it impossible to confirm this
assertion,
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regions annexed before September 1939, This.umould.. . .
include Austria, the. Sudetenland, and Bohemia-Moravia.

_Since September 1939 was the date of the. Polish
invasionwmand_Hitler wanted to inciude the territories
anneied.beforevthat date, relations would. be. non-existent
in any new land under German control., The order further
pointed. out. that the only competent German authorities
in this.area would be the -appropriate local representa-
tive of the Reich, The only competent Church authority
would be_.the. local representative of the Church,

. The..aim was. to by-pass the Vatican completely.
Thus,uthewBaxty”Chahcelleryy whichuhadwtaken;over the. :
Reich's.political affairs, would. have no pelitical or ;
diplomatic links with the Vatican, The only contact |
Wculd,occurwthxgugh“themnowmmoribundMMinistry for
ForeignwAﬁfairS@11 Tﬁe Fuehrer thgught that an answer
to any Vatican note would bewanwadmission'of.VatiﬁwuL
rights,ingcexmgnuiSSues and an encouragement for it
to maintainwofficialueontact‘withmGeﬁmanyvlz «C@nnuniw

cations between the two powers rapidly tapered off,

llFriedlaender, 160=-61, Hitler, Conversations,
448, .Friedlaender calls Hitler's action of Juhe 227 an
"inexplicable-decision." It is -apperent that the
decision was influenced by the Party and Gemmany's
military victories during this period.

:‘Z.Hitlﬁrws Conversations, 450, Weizsaecker
emphasized _that in answering notes. from the. Vatican .
concerning the.outsideée territories "officials should
not refer to the Fuhrer's decision but should simply
draw attention to the note from the Curia of January
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By July, Hitler beganTformulatingmplansmtoﬁnegate.
the Reich Concordat altogether, If this happened, and

the Fuehrer decided. to recall thempresent Germannfepiem

13

sentatives to'theﬂHoly See, they would never be replaced.:
He also. found.pleasure . in the manner by which he withdrew.

himself. from personal. contact with the Vatican by shunning

the Papal. Nuncio. in Berlinolu

Duringwthis period, German.conquest on the Eastern
Front reached.its height, This<placé@ the BReich .in a.
position to make demands ﬁpon the Holy See and to insist
that they be.carried out. But from Qctober to December,
the military superierity of Germany decreased, In
October,. the British assaulted El Alamein, The next
mcnth,hanuAngléwAmenieanninvaSien forcéwlaunched;a.threee

pronged atﬁack'on North Africa., In December, the Russians

18, 1942, stating that, for the duration of the war, the
Curia._did not_intend to recognize territorial changes .
which had. taken place in the interim; and that they should
represent.the refusal to negotiate on the questions.raised
as a logical consequence of that note.  Church representa-
tives of the regions .outside the frontiers of the old
Reich had.no.authority to negotiate as representatives of
the Vatican with the local German authorities:! See:
Friedlaender, 162, The author paraphrased the remainder
of Welzsaecker's telegram to Bergen (June 22, 1942) here,

131pid.; b7,

41p1d., 450. Hitler used various. ruses to .avoid.

Nuncio. Orsenigo!'s pointed. questions., He would . amiably. ask
about the Pope's health, guickly turn to .greet the rest. of
the diplomatic corps, or "fob him off on Lammers instead,"
This is Hans Lammers, Chief of the Reich Chancellery.



117

broke through.at. Stalingradw_ The.Germanwattitude-toward
the Vatican. temporarily became.more tolerant

. Vatican.officials. sensed the changed atmesphere.
e;md.:r.'eﬁl.:a]..iained_mwij:hﬁ._.de‘ma:m:ls.;,ef‘-:—'i:hea'.‘lr..c>.x,saz1<1.,f,In:.Oc,‘l;.obeﬂz.x’.D
MagliQneminstructedeergen te;warﬁ"thewGérmanwgévernment 
that ifwthEMSituaiichW@ﬁSEhEd“thewHolywSee_ﬁwouldafind
itselfwcompelledwtq_eméngemfzomntheméttitudemofnressrve
which 1t has so far meintained, , . "0 The Papal
warning. was. directly related -to Hitler's. June 22_sever=.
ance of.relations.with the Véticah in the Incorporated
Territories° Thé Vatican made it clear that.if Gérmany
made further. demands -in these. areas, the Holy See would .
begin makingmpublicqpretestsxagains$;theiBeich, A 1e£ter
from the Archbishop of Breslau.to the. Papal.Secretary
of Statemplaaedahhemblame~for.theqﬁeichﬁsgpolicy on the
'Natiofr‘natil,....S.cac:ft.a;li4sA.t.u.,1?.~eu:v.°.ty.o “Noww_thé;ﬂaticahnlécked.tb.

Hitler and the Foreign Ministry to reverse. this policy.

_With.military r@vprsais»plaguingwaermanywwit"
1ooked asﬂthongh Hitler. would. relent and. allow the. Catho=-
lic Church .more.freedom. cf actiono The. Fuehrer.realized
the heightenedwprestige.of the.ChuréhAatuth;swtimeomeé
told.Weizsaeckﬁfzthatwthe'Popeama&»definiéely themétrbngest

men in Rome.l1® Although the official line still ignored

ljFriedlaender, 165-66,

, 16Weizsaecker' 284,  The Fuehrer respected the
power of the Pope much more than that of either Mussolini
or the Italian King,
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the HélymSeéf_itumaswtemperédmbynanwea§ing‘of.pérsecution
of Cathoiics@. Bormann.ig&ued\orders.to avoid "petty :
annoyance!. of the. Church,t’ ,G@ebbelswadoptedwtéétiﬁswofA
"gding,easywnnmthewQhurchhquesxignnwandwtreaxedMrequests,
by the_Poie;ascﬂrdingly@‘3Hitler.heaftily@approxedwof@his
action.18 By March 1943, Hitler wanted. to achieve.a. ...
covert truce.with.all.churches.. The truce.would include
a cessation.of.attacks. on religion and. tolerate.legal..
proceduréSLagainstgtheMclergymonlﬁmﬁpon.expﬁessmauthérié
éétidn,uand.thenwénlyuagainsthindividualsHratherhfhan
either Churchwasmaniinétitutionv19

Hitler!s.desire. to achieve.a.covert.truce.never.

wentaintomeﬁfeoxwmmmhgumdstwontstandingmreasonmformthev.

as SecretarymtomthewFuehrﬁroWNBQrmannwndwwdecidedWtowWhop
the Fuehrﬁrmshouldwtaikwmwhaxmhemshouldwread;mandnwhatu'
instfﬁctionswhawshenldWsendwontWWmErnstMKaltﬁnbrunnerw20
who hadﬂjust;succeededWHeydrichwasmChieﬁMOfmthé‘Reich.
Security MainnOfficemvattemptedgtbmimplement#Hitler!s
policy.éfmrestraint”towarthhe"churchés“mWInufact,.he

wished to make it especially moderate in regard to the

17 euy, 254,

18Goebbelng285°

Yrmwe, x1, 287.

2OE‘rnst,Kaltenbrunner (1903=1946): Austrian Nazi:
Commander of S.S., in Austria, 1933-34; S.S. and Police
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Vatican, Bormanﬁ,hacting.in;conCert with Heinrich Himmler,
not only blocked Kaltenbrunmner's efforts but opposed

Hitler's policy and urged-a continued fight with the
21

Church, Wilhelm Hottl, an advisor to the Reich on Vati-
can affairs, experienced the same setmback«aswdidealtena
brunner.. . He wanted to make the government's polioy.tGWard
the Holy See more lenient so that it could be used as a
peace. negotiator should the occasion arise, - His. idea
came. to.nothing and Bormann placed him under. .sur-’
.NVeilianceﬁ?z

In April, another appointment rivalled Bormann's
in impoffaneey Ernst von Weizsaecker was sent.to the
Holy See to replace Bergen as Ambassador, The Pope and
the Papal.Secretary of State were surprised and upset. ,
Bergen had done a good job for beth pdwers in this ca~
paecity, His reports were reliébleg fair, and not often

influenéedmby the emotions of either side, Ofiginally;

Hitlef had opposed this cha_nge.fz3 However, Weizsaecker

Teader of Austria and Chief of Security in Seyss-Inquart
government, 1939; Chief of the Security Police and S.D.,
Chief of the Reich Security Main Office, 1943=May 1945,

2lowic, xI, 288,
221pid., XI, 238,

23Weizsaecker 276-77, Weizsaecker thought that
the Party leaders regarded him as a nuetral, Hitler, at
first, surely thought that Weizsaecker was prone to en-
courage Vatican interests., At any rate, in April of
1943, the new Ambassador pointed out that the Reich
leaders "did not by any means trust our old diplomatic
personnel , "
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had. been. asking. for. this post for éﬁer.awyearmanduhis
eloseness@ﬁo.Bibbentrop«resultedwin his..apptintment,
When. taking. leave of the Fuehrerp.Weizsaeckervoutlined
h‘is.p1a1r1.‘....as..:..~."',P'qut;.l,l,a.af_l.nrl.carlw»il.nft:e:r".;z:eiriit‘fi.o.n.9 no. discussions

24

on fundamentals, no .guarrels,'" Hitlermagreedr

. Germany .-had.won.another political wictory over. .
the Vatican.. Bormann, with or without the consent of
HitlervuhowmdireatedwaﬁmationalnSocialistncampaignwto
keep.thewChﬁnchmfrommregainingmanythingmitmhadwlost in
the previous.years.. More. importantly, Hitler's. in-
sistence“of.Juném221m19@2”that the Vatican have no
authority in the Incorporated Territories.now;bécamewa.
reality°25 The Reich had:gainedreveryvpeintuprbposedm.
by. Hitler. at. that fimev Diplematic relations between.
the. Reich. and the Holy See were limited to the. "old
Reich",oni\lyv mAu&triav.theuSudetenland#uBohemiamM@haﬁia,.
and all the Western areas. were included with the regions
takenmbwaermanywsincemSeptemberv1939,.mGermanyureeogu |
nized,nowvatican%authority in any of themn,

-Themwarningwthat‘the«Vaticgn;hadmgivemMtherReichA

about the Incorporated Territories in October 1942, was

ZHWeizsaeckervmzah@‘m

25Ro1f Hochhuth theorizes.that Hitler refused to
give. the. Church. authority in the incorporated. territories
because he hoped to blackmail the Vatican into recog- .
nition of the new borders. BRolf Hochhuth, The Deputy
(New York, 1964), 295, Hereafter cited as Hochhuth.,
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now regarded as a hollow threat. The Holy See had failed.
to make any public protest concerning this area, A
directive sent to Bergen by Ribbentrop earlier in the
year. clearly outlined Germany's present feeling towa:d
the Vatican about negotiations in these territories:;w-”

.o o o It seems that the Vatican, too, had not
deemed it appropriate to translate into deeds
the statements it made then because no indi-
cation has come to my knowledge of any attempt
on the part of the Vatican to stir up feeling - -
against us by claiming that there has been any
‘deliberate sharpening of our attitude towards
the Catholic Church, s . . If the Vatican '
wishes to see a sharpening of tension in the
fact of our having limited diplomatic dis-
cussions with the Vatican to questions relating
to the old Reich, then the Vatican itself has -
brought about this state of affairs by refusing
5 o o to recognize territorial changes that -
"have occurred in recent years., The Government
of the Reich has done nothing more than to draw--
the appropriate conclusions from this attitude
on the part of the Vatican. . . . However, .
should the Vatican, for its part, threaten to -
undertake, or perhaps carry out, a political

or propaganda campaign against Germany, the
Government of the Reich would naturally be
compelled to react accordingly.? 2

I
Further problems arose in the Incorporated Terri-
tories because of Poland, Reich decrees often ineluded
all of Poland rather than either the annexed area or the

Government General alone, Again, the inclusion of annexed

Poland in the same category as Austria, the Sudetenléﬁds

26Fried1aender9 167-68, Telegram from Ribbentrop

to Bergen, January 13, 1943,
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and. Bohemia-Moravia caused confusion,. .Poland itself ..
created a situationiunique to the Incorporated Terri-
tories,

Germany. intended to establlshﬂBolandwas;an»ihtegrél
part of. its. New Order. The'NeW~Order, as relative. to
- Eastern Europe, was conéeiveduofﬂas-ear1y<as'Novembey 5,.
11937, when.Hitler outlined his plans for "living.space"
to. Goering and other military leaders in what is.called.

the HossbachHDocument@26

The Reichwplanneduto exploit
Poland's natural resources and resettle the inhabitants. .
in an.effortato.ﬂaermanizéﬂ this area., The western.area
annexed to Germany underwent the process. first, The
Govérnmentwaeneralwwasatswbeﬂusedwas.a refuge. for.dis="
placedmpersons#.that is; persons who could not quickly
be absérbed.into the Reich or placed.undér,QOntrols
sufficiént»enough to "Germanize" them in thelr original -
location..

In_the.second phase, the Reich subjected the
Governmentheneral to the Same measures,,,Gérmany at-
tempted‘to<eliminate the intellectual elite, including
the clergy, to assure. lowered resistance to«Réich poli-
cies.. .Further measures provided foixthéupillagemof
public and private property iﬁwPoland to increase assets

26poland, Ministry of Forelgn Affairs, German

6ccupation“of Poland (New York, n.d.), %, Hereafter
cited as German Occupation.
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necessary. for the war eff’ort° ~Vafiousmlamémpertaining.to
rates and taxes,. exploitation. of labor,..and property
emitted from the Reich over the years folloﬁiﬁg>the in=-
vasion of Poland°27 Polish inhabitants not'capabié.qf
making a personal contribution to the war effort-were
exploited for-their labor ability. The Reich considered

this area—as a "territory accessory'to the Reich!" with a
status similar to a colonial possession028‘

The Vatican found Hitler's concept of a:New Order
repugnant.  "Pope Pius XII worried about Axis.domination
of Europe because of it and believed that noPnveworld
order éould be established without "superhuman wisdom to
light up the-way. . o ."2° With Germany in'mind; he
thought that those who try to set up a new orderaprepare
the way for destruction of the people they allegedly
serve and do so by the exploitation of human 1ife,v By
Decembef'ZB, 1939, Pius XII had violently critized German
persecution of the Churdh;and accepted'President Roosevelt'ts
appointment of Myron C, Taylor as his personal representa-

tives to the Holy see, >0

27 German Ocoupation, 8-9. The numerous. laws insti-
tuted in Poland are well outlined in this work.

281‘511&0/ ? 50
ggéfinéiblesg 749; Cianfarra, 256°

30Germany never believed that Roosevelt wanted to
establish close co-operation with the Vatican, The Reich
thought it a tactical move for the upcoming elections,
See: DGFP, VII, 579=80,
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One of the Popefs Christmas addresses;had enumerated
the factors nécessary for a :r'econéiliat:ibng bﬁt Germany was
not ready, and Goebbels concealed the speech from the
public.3] The Pope placed the responsibility for the
German-Polish war on Gérmany and observed ﬁhaﬁ the un-
compromising attitude of the Reich made it impossible to
improve relations with GermanyQBZ

During-the winter of 1939-40, when little fighting
took place in Europe, the Vatican took the leadership" in
seeking peace; At this time, the German Oppbsiﬁion again
negotiated with the Vatican in an effort to achieve peace
for Germany.33 In November 1939, Admiral Canaris had
transferred: his political intelligénce neﬁwork*td the
Vatican., ~The Abwehrw‘a counter-intelligence branch of
the Qgﬂ;;did'not have the authority to deive>int6 politi-
cél intelligence, and the Vatican provided a safer refuge
for this operation. Canaris then sent Joseph Mueller,

the liaison for the Opposition's warning to the Low

B%Weizsaeckern 219; Friedlaender, 39;71;1° |
32Ciaho, Diaries, 18uﬁ

o 33It«_mUSt be remembered that the Opposition did
not want to promote peace for the sake of making Germany
lose the war but to save the nation from destruction and
the suppressive policies of Hitler, They negotiated
through the Vatican in an effort to get a guarantee from
Britain that it would not mete out a harsh peace if the
Army revolted against Hitler. A .revolt would cause con-
fusion and make Germany vulnerable to occupation,
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Countries, to make contact with the Popeo'34 Negotiations
went on from November 1939 to thé beginning of February
1940, Mueller not only kept the Vaﬁican informed of
étrocities commitﬁed in Poland but collaborated with his
old friend Father Robert Leiber. Leiber was the Secretary
to the Pope; and the two began work on a peace.propoéal,
the "X-report;" to be presented to the Allies,

The Vatican drafted the document and set forth
the basis for negotiations., Various accounts of the
contents -of ﬁhe "X-report" do not agree, but-ﬁhe-undera
lying theme-is clear, The Nazis were to be -eliminated
from the government, and Britain promised not: to- take
advantage of an internal political erisis should one
arise, There-would be a solution Sf'the Eastern terri-
torial problems favorable to Germany, This meant that
Austria and the Sudetenland would remain annexed to
Germany while-Poland, and this pOint is wvague, would
Simply remain in the German‘sphereo

Finally, there would have to be a Germéhhavowal
of Christian;morality, and the preliminaries%to.a peace

and armistice agreement could not be negotiated directly,

3L"Colving 908, Joseph Mueller is just as enigmatic

of a character as is Canaris, He was a Muniéh lawyer
brought into the Opposition for the express purpose of
making contact with the Vatican, This attempt for peace.
was called "Operation X," and Mueller was the confi- '
dential agent known only as "X, His name is mentioned
iﬁ none of the reports, See: Hassell, 125 fn,.,; Ritter,
147,
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-

but oniyﬁthrough the Holy See;35 Inclusion of the Vatican
placed the entire plan on an official diplomatic basis.,
Thus,, thé“Briﬁish Secretary of State for FofeignﬁAffairs,
Lord Halifax,“and the British Ambassador to the Holy See
negotiated with ﬁhe Opposition'o36

Generals Hans Oster and Ludwlg Beck.offered the
document . to Ulrich von Hasselio the ex-Ambassador to
Italy, and asked that he give it to Generai Franszaldero
the Chieffof‘the Army General Staff, Halder;refﬁsed to
see Hassell:and the job of explaining such a:treasonous
overtureffell”fe Generai Georsg Themas° Halder - studied
the "aneport " conferred with Beck, and then gave it to
the Commander= in~Chief of the Army, Field Marshal Walter
von Brauchitsch 37 Here the proposal failed Brauchitsch
was mentally and spiritually unable to break from his
Prussian.heritage<and give the full support of the Army
to such a plan. Brauchitsch said that the younger effim
cers andztroope.could not be relied upoh to«takejaction
against the.Fuehrer beeause they fejoiceﬁ in,hissfolieh

vieteries°38 Without the Army no plet to overthrow the

35Hassell 125; Ritter, 162; Jacques de Launay,
Secret Diplomacy of World War II (New York, 1963), 19-20,
Hereafter cited-as De Launay. The full account of the
course of these negotiations fell into the hands of the
Gestapo in September 1941, It has not been seen since,

Fritter, 162,

37Hasse11, 125-26, 136; Colvin, 100; De Launay,
19-20, '

38colvin, 100; Ritter, 163-64.
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regime could be successful., The German Opposition's feeling
that the Vatican could help them to return Germany to peace
with a minimum of retribution from the Allies sgain met
defeat,

Meanwhile, ﬁhe S.8. had begun td solve. the Polish
problem by.executing the inteiligentsia, The clergy wés
the first togo., As early as September-21,~1939g Cardinal
Hlond, the Primate of Poland, personally informed Pope
Eius XII -of the atrocities. He told of the murder of
priests, ‘the-sacking of churches, the sending of the
clergy to concentration camps, and the use of the Church
of the Lazarist Fathers for Gestapo organized orgies with
Polish girls,~ Hlond also referred to the plight:of the
civilian population which consisted of the breaking up
of families;4brutal beatings, and indecent gynecological
examinations of women who might be hiding valuables,

Those whowcould not be processed in annexedfPoiand were
sent to the Government General where conditions were
worse, Hitler sent a sharp protest to the Vatican when
it released excerpts of the report.->’ .

In January 1940, Cardinal Hlond added a supplement
to bring his report up to date, The new report offered
detailed information concerning the murder,_dépq;tation,

and ill-treatment of priests in Polahdouo The Vatican

Sgcianfarra, 193-97.,
“0yca, v, 1078.
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radio also released excerpts of this report. - By January
29, Ambassador Bergen had delivered snother sharp protest
from the German government, The Papal Secretary of-S&ate
ordered an immediate suspension of the broadcéstggnl‘

Earlier in Januéry, the Reich had beguano take
action to relieve the Vatican's abhorrence of}cﬂommunismo
Pressure for this decisioﬁ‘eame from the Vatican, Italy,
and Russia. as-a result of Germany's close relationship
with the -Soviets. Political reports to the Reich in-
dicated that the Italians had an aversion to National
Socialism because it disregarded the Catholic apprehension
about cominunism, The Italian Foreign Minister was quite
explicit on this po:‘Lnt:(,Lp2

Italy also conducted diplomatic activity to pro-
tect the Balkans from communist infiltration because it
feared the fall of Rumania, Bulgaria, and Yugoélavia°
This would-place Russia next to Italian held Aibania and
the Adriatic Sea., The result was an Italo-Vatican front
based on the common bond of dread 6f commungism;ﬂéstillo
Italy remained in the Axis with Germany. This cgused

Russian worries about Italo=German relations because of

ulLewyg 246, 1Incidents such as this, when the :
Vatican, f6r ho apparent reason, yielded to'Gerhman demands
soon gave way to beliefs that the Vatican was "fence-
sitting.'". .The Holy See did not seem to take a firm stand
on the many inhumane circumstances that arose, Many ob-
servers began to think that Pius XII was biding his time
so that he could join the victors, regardless of who they
might be.

b2pgrp, VII, 612; Ciano, Diaries, 151.
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the Vatican's stand on communism and its influence in
Italy, ‘Russia so informed the Reich043
Hans Georg von Mackensen, Ambassador to Italy,
brought the problem to the attention of the State Se¢re-
tary for. Foreign Affairs., The situation was so grave
that Weizsaecker passed the information on to Bibbentrop,hu
The Foreign Minister Watched the Vatican's efforts to
degrade the German partnership with Russia very attentive-
ly and pleaded his case for an understanding with the
Holy See to Hitler, The Fuehrer refused to listen becauge
of problems with the Church in Austria and lingering dis-
approval of the Vatican peace proposals at the time of:
the Polish invasion,
Ribbentrop concluded that the dilemma stemmed
from the Reich's propaganda policy in Italy which boasted
about German.agreemenfs with Russiab He worked out a
"Special‘solution" for Italy. A more forceful propa-
ganda program to play down Germeny's friendship with
Russia was introduced to plécate Italy and the Vaticanon5
Germany's new propaganda policy failed to impress

L6

the Vatican, However, the campaign helped bring Italy

H3pgFp, VII, 712. BRussia did not want its Allies
gquarreling among themselves,

Mr1via,, 652-55,
Y51v1d,, 7h2-47,

46The decision to introduce a propaganda policy
in Italy that strongly played down Germany's closeness
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‘fully back into the German fold., Hitler met with Mussolini
on the Brenner Pass in March, and Italy. joined Germany in
the war in the West a few months later. In May 1940,
Germany invaded the Low Countries, and theﬂattentiqn of
Vatican officials turned to that arena,

Regardless of the propaganda campaign; the Reich
did not relax its efforts to make Poland a purely German
territory in-the months preceding May 1940, - On March 1,
Germany extended its military system to the annexed
portion df-l?olando A week later, Reich Minister for °
Church Affairs Kerrl approved Himmierﬁs request that
Polish nationals attend special segregated church
services, Kerrl warngd that the segregationiof"Poles
from Germans would beropposed by the Vaticaﬁw' To deter -
this probability, he "made appropriate state police
measures to deal with any conduct of the clergy which
is contrary to these-principles;"47 This meant forceful
suppression of any objections,

In the first months of 1941, the Reich decreed
that no religious associations in the Incorporated Terri-
tories would be recognized as corporations by puplic

law, The decree further established that no colléctions

to Russia occurred in January 1940, Later that year,
in March, Ribbentrop did indeed placate the Vatican by
making a trip to Rome to see the Pope and Mussolini..

47NCA,, VIII, 259, 267-68,
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could be made in favor of the Church without Reich per-
mission,bB By mid-summer, the Reich had accepted Governor
General Hans Frank's request that the Vatican.be stopped
from making appointments to high Church offices. Germany
thought the Vatican was taking advantage of the deficien-
cies of the Reich Concordat in these instances and.Warned
the Holy See that such actions must be>stoppe@«u9

Further developments revolved arauﬁi!Himmler's
need fof'land:in Poland so that he could resettle the
German oriented Poles in certain areas ﬁhile;using other
land to support the less promising Poles aeting*in a
labor capacity. In May 1941, the Foreign Ministry in-
formed Nuncio Orsenigo that Catholic lands would. be
taken over by the State under direétions issued for the
cénfiscation of property "whose-administration was pre-
dohinantly influenced by members of the former Polish
state, .. :."29 Since there had always been such close
connections between the Catholiec Church and the Polish
people, Germany considered that the Church.quaiified
under this .rule,

The,next month, Germany invaded Russia, Just

as Hitler had ordered Bormann to stop his Austrian.

W8yca, v, 102k,
H9peFp, XITI, 211-12.

501pid,, XII, 915-16,
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anti-Church campaign torprepare that country for the war
effort, he now directed the head of the Party Chanceliery
tq quit tgking Church property in the East without the
Fuehrer's personal permissiono51 This, too),. was . a measure
to help boost the morale of the Catholic population in
an attempt to-aid the war e_f’fort° Now, an uneasy truce
existed betwéen Germany and the4Vaﬁican°52 -

On June 6, 1941, Martin Bormann caused -a-predica-
ment that hindered this policy and cost the.Reich a
great loss of prestige with the Catholics of foreign
countries; - Bormann wréte a circular to be sent to all
Reich district leaders. He clearly stated that National
Socialist and Christian concepts were absolutely: irrecon-
cilable,»“ﬁe'also aftributed "business shamelessness"
or "maivéte" to the belief that prayers could;influence'
a world force”that.was concerned with the fate of every
single being-on earth°53

Bormann said that the Church's influence-limited
the Fuehrer and the NSDAP in their leadership of;the
people and must be eliminatedo5u Although he inFended

that the circular be secret, Catholic sources reproduced

5lpgre, X111, 536.

52Lewy5‘253u5@o
53NcA, VI, 1035-36.

SnTeynbee9 Hitler's Europe, 36,
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it in great guantities and distributed the message. through-
out the world,>> Only Bormann's esteemed positien as head
of the Party Chancellery saved him from the damning criti-
cism of other Reich leaders. Bormann managed to shroud
the Reich in silence whenever the subject came up., Vatican
protests never received answers,

After publication of the circular, Clemens von
Galen, Bishop of Muénsterg-made numerous speeches. that
came.closeuto causing—a breech between Germany. and. the
Vatican. . Although the Vatican gave. no open .support. to
his actions, the Bishop proceeded with the blessing of
the Fulda Bishops' Conference'which proposed.towsponsor
a line of increasingly sharp opposiﬁion to the Reich,
In July and early August 1941, Galen harshly attacked
the Gestapo for closing several Jesult houses and many
convents, He called Geétapo officials "thieves and
robbers," Then, amid sermons against GermannperSBCution
of thé,Churchy he denounced the Reich government for its
use of euthanasis to rid the country of feeblemindedness,
BishopuGélenwalso claimed that the Reich killed its wounded
soldiers. because they were no longer productive to the
State, 50

German .officials reacted in varying-ways,.but the

concensus was that drastic measures must be taken against

55NCA, VI, 1035-46; Goebbels, 98,
56NcA, VI, 406-7; Hassell, 210.
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the Bishop@ Himmler viewed the attack as a violation of
Staﬁe security and asked that Galen be'shof or disposeq
of by some other suitable means,>’ A Division Director
for Propagarida suggested that Borméann adk-theuFuéhref
"Whétherxthe caiouflage of BEuthanasia thué far.in practioé
ought to be modified" so a defehse agaiﬁSt Galen's claims
could'begpreparedm Walter Tiessler, LeédeiyfgrwNatioﬂaib
Socialist-Propaganda, did not think that such.an: enlight-
nent campaign would be sufficient and demerided thet Galen
be hanged;589~Bormann agreed with Tiessler and:wanted an
open breach with the Vatican, The matter rested' on what
Hitler would instruct Bortant t& dd,

Goebbels and Hitler acted more rationally: than
anyone else in this instance, Both realizedwthetnecessity
of Catholic .co-operation in furthering the war-effort,
Goebbels :feared that drastic measures against .Galen would
alienate .the population of Muenster, if not:all-of West-
phalia, The Propaganda Minister wanted to "preserve
appearances . and try to steer the Church according to
the interests of the'Sbate,' The Church, he.ﬁeit; could
be dealt with after the war.’? 1In this belief, the Party
Chancelleryvviolently opposed Goebbels, Neverthéless,i

Hitler supportéd'Goebbels rather than Bormann,

57Hassell, 210,
58yca, VI, 405-6.
59Tbid., 408,
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The Fuehrer settled the matter by calling Bormann
in and "quite in line with tried-and-tested.procedures,
held it to be. tactically correct to retreatmamﬁeﬁ steps
for the present, ., . 0"60 Hihlerubeiaeved thatgthe
attitude of Galen presented just one more reasoﬁ wby the
Concordat should be terminated, but he thought 1t best
'to act "shrewdly" and bide his time, On ordérs‘ﬁrom
Hitler, the Reich did not counter Bishop Galen's-speeches,
but the’Fuehrer~reiterated his belief that all problems
with thé'Catholic Church could be solved with 1mpunity
aftér the war, and said thaﬁ—he would extract retribution
from Galen "to:the last farthingo"61 L

Reich-officials now increased the machinery to
deal with political Catholicism, Most executive ‘and
intelligence offices concerned with the Vatican and the
Catholic Church:in its international role originally
fell under the- jurisdiction of the Supreme Office for
the Security of the Reich, In late 1939, this agency
set up Section IV B I to deal with political Catholi-
cism,

In October 1941, a new intelligence service
emefggd to deal with the political Church, rReinhard
Heydrich, Chief of the Reich Security Main foicg, under-

took the fofmation‘of~a group of "Church Specialists"”

60passe11, 210.
61Hitler, Conversations, 74, 451,
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to be organiZedmwithin the State Police system..- They were
to keep the Yopposition" under censtant obse:vat1@h and to
undertake the ‘study and treatment of the Catholic Church
in its struggle .with the'State',62 e

The specialists sought to learn the identities of
all Cétholic"eaclesiastics in Reieh territories;.in order
to find which were employed as "agents" of hhawvgticano
‘Heydrich also. demanded the names of ecclesiastics of .
German origin who worked in important postslatytﬁe Vati-~
can@63 Presumably, he intended to recruit them;for
counter-intelligence work against the Holy .See, -Having
stemmed the. .opposite ends of compmunications :-hetween the
Vatican and. its ‘local hierarchy, Heydrich intended to
eliminate the middlemen., The specialists werewﬁé dis-
cover who the papal couriers.between the bishops '‘and
thé Vatican were—-and stop this method of reportiﬁgoéu

Throughout 1941, the outlawing of religious
associations"and*the confiscation of Church property
in Poland continued., Weizsaecker told Nuncio.Orsenigo
that he "would hardly héve the hope of prevailing"
against Germany in the incorporated eastern territories

because'hewbelieved in canon law as a legal theory. The

62yca, 1V, be2.
®31pid., k2b,
4 rpid., 423,
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State Secretary pointed out that canon law was void where
no contractual agreement with fhe State exﬁsted;65

| The Catholic Church lost all of its corporative
legal rights with the result that most of its property in
annexed Poiaﬁd.reverted to the Reich contrelled "Roman
Catholic Church .of Germaﬁ Nationality in the Reichsgau
Wartheland.,"66 Germany informed the Vatican that it
had transferred the Church's property to "‘a juridical
person of a'pfivate éharacter'" so that 1t could :be
recognized as non-Polish property. If it were non-
Polish, the Reich could not eénfiscate under the present
laws, Hdwever; by November, Secretary of S%Ate Maglione
regarded‘th§~Poiish property as lost067

Germany Qontinued to iﬁpose'new measurésvin

Poland to win back fhe racial Germans and their children
who had been "Polandized'" by the Catholic Church: The
adults had'tcwjoin assocliations sponsored by.the NSDAP,
and the children had to enroll in ﬁhe Hitlerwyouth,68
Secretary Maglione and Nunecio Orsenigo_repegtadly pre=

sented their grievances to the Foreign Ministry., The

65pGFP, XIII, 415.

66nca, V, 1024-25, The Reichsgau Wartheland is
annexed Poland only. 7 ;

67 1v1a,, 1025,
681p1a,, VII, 110-12.
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Vatican also still insistedmupon the. return of the confis-
cated land, but-n@wmaddedmrestoration.of freedom of
religion to its pleas, All compiaiﬁts by the Vaﬁican mef
with delaying tactics. from the*ﬁéich@

Finally, on January 18, 1942, the Vatican took *
advantage of. an opportunity to enforce. its rights.,
GermanyAhadmearlierﬁwanteduthe,HolywSee»tQ plaée only -
German.priests. or a£,least'priests.of~GérmanAorigin? in
the_SeessinABohemiav.MonavLav_and Poland. Noﬁ the goédvern-
ment. stated that because of the~importéncem6§ eonférriﬁg
the high offices of the.Reman~CathoiicwChurcH; it-must
demand. its rightsmunder.Article 14 of the Reich Cén»
cor.da.to69 This article allowed Germany to ascertain
thét."no objectiénsmof~a~general pelitical nature existn
before. the Vatican. .appointed Archbishops, Coadjutors, or
Praalatestulliusj7o

The Reich also wanteduto‘exﬁend.this,righﬁ to
inelude.ApostolieuAdministratorswandvVicarnCapitulars o
who.administeréd these offices beyond a reasonable time,
Germany -requested -that an "appropriate communication®
bé,sent to the..government before.any of these offices

were filled "anywhere in the entire new téfritory of

69This is.before Hitler severed relations with
the Vatican concerning the outside territories., See:
Chapter V, 114,

70s¢e Appendix A, 188.
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theVRéich,"71 Bergen's note made it clear that ﬁhisﬂwould'
includeAthé‘GovernmentAGeneralﬁ.and it was. later determined
that. Austria fell into this classification..
AlthdughuGermany did not ask. for. any gfeat con=
cession from the Vatican, the Holy See responded with a
caustic. denial of the requéét; . It. gave numerous reasons- -
why the ch.x,:ir.ch. could not.grant.Germany's.wishes, First,
the Reich had initiated .measures. and.acts. in Germany,
the 0ccu§ied territories,_and.themanneied countries
which violated the rights of the Church.and the existing
Concordabs;72 | |
Secondly, the Roman. Catholic. Church was founded
by Christ which makes. the Church. supreme..in. its juris-.
diction by virtue of divine right, It then follows,.the
denial explained, that a.state's. right to,influence
episcopal. appointments is a.privilegewgranted by. the
Vatican and does not'éstablish'aMSpecific,right for the
civil authority. Therefore, the right of the govern-
ment to make objections of a political nature is a "pure
concession" founded on the Reich Conco?dat, and Article

14 expressly limited. this concession to Archbishops,

"xca, v, 1037-38.

72The Reich held firm to the opinion that the
Reich Concordat did not extend toe the ocutside terri-
tories, The Vatican continued to insist. that it did,
and that the Concordats with Prussia, Baden, and Bavaria
still existed as contractual obligations°
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Coad jutors,.. andenaelahesMNulliﬁs;73

| Finally, thewamgument@waswexpressed~iﬁ the German
requesiwwthat theuchoieemofmameandidéte for these offices
contribﬁtes.to‘themgood of themS£ate,and thus has an
interest for tﬁewgovernmentvis not. a sufficient reason
for themState.tonintervene;74 Cer‘q__ainly9 the Vaticén A
gotwgreaims?ﬁisﬁactiopwﬁrammissuingﬁﬁhﬁs;1ong and sharpiy
WOrded”reﬂﬁsalwmhutuitmalsa_stmengthahedwthe.ReiéE'S-,
‘deaision“fo”3ever_relatidhsﬁwith.thewVaticanwin the
cutsidenterritoriesw75 In June. 1942.,. Orsenigo reported.
that..the government had not responded .to.the. denial, but-
thapwVaticanwcommunioations relating. to. the new terri-
tories weme‘"submittedwto”unusualudelaysv"or’loét in the
"bureausnatic.prdoedure".of.the Reicho76-~

In October 1942, the religious.situation in

Poland reached its lowestwpdint;uwMaglione sent a spe=
cific.1ist of. tragic.conditions faced-by. Polish Catholics
to..the,.Cr.e1‘;11&‘1,,17:1..-Em.ba.s»s..p,av _He. noted that. the. episcopate had
beenwalmost.entiiely eliminatedv;théwsecular and regular
clergy. had been deportedwand eiiledwtomthenpoint that

they were absolutely inadequate, educatiéﬁ of clerics

"3xca, v, 1011-13.
1pid,, 1011,

T

75Thi$ occurred on June .22, 1942, in communi-
cations relevant to Austria., See Chapter V, 114, .

76nca, V, 1016-17.
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Wasmfoxbiddenw”andV”amqng*numenousmother"complaints, .
Catholic. intellectual. and.charitable institutions had.
been destroyed.’’ ‘But“themVati¢anwcguld no longer
communicate through. the German. Embassy to the Holy See
because..its..chain of command. came.directly. through the -
Foreign. Ministry. The.Foieign?Officéwhadwiost whatever.
authority it.may.have.had.to the.Party .Chancellery and-
now had.no. control. of German policy.. ‘
GérmanJcircumventicn of the Vatican. to negotiate
only with thenlocaléhierar@hy proved successful in
Austria. The. same. condition nowuprevailed,innPoiand,
Having received no response from the Reich government,
Maglione resorted to the use of local Vatican repre-
sentatives to carry out the policy of the Holy See,
Nuncio. Orsenige.had-earlier requested. that interned
Polish priests be.-allowed to.emigrate to. America and
neutralNCbuntrieS'in‘Eufopev .Germanymrefused‘tﬁis
request. but collected them all in the..one camp of Dachau
and—promiSeduth&t.theyﬂwould"be4treatedmbe$£er in the
future.’C The Reich feared that. emigrating: priests
would spread news-of the conditions. in Poland which
would be detrimental to the government and.the Party,7?

Maglione now wrote to the Archbishop of Breslau,

"wca, v, 1017-18,
7812;30, 1030,
791pid., 1036.
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Adolf CardinalnBertramwumHemnequeste¢wthatwBertram inter-
vene in favor of the priestsuatmDaehau;anduwork toward
securipgnthé right for Polish Catholics to profess their
faith without hindrance, Bertram_réplied that he had
been Working.toward this goalxallwalongxandg in his-
capécitj ﬂaS~spokesman,for.a11.the.hierafchy,ﬁ had even
sent a formal décumentmto,therFuehrer1 All such;attempts
had been met with silence,80

On December 7, 1941, Cardinal. Bertram gave his
views.as to why this was so. AHeMS$atedw£hét all commnnin
cations from the Vatican, the bishops,.-and. himself were
interceptedwby.thewBanty"chanceilerywandwthe.Soso ,Thése
two-.agencies now.executed. the -supreme. power in directing
the Reich's Church policy. Evenwattempts‘to.correépond-
with the Fuehrer and the Supreme Office for the Security
of the Reich met.yith negative replies because of this-
interferenceo81

On Maxghuz, 1943, the Reich's refusal. to reply to
Vaticanwcomgiainisqaboutwconditions ...... iinoland culminated

in a harshly worded letter from the Vatican to Ribbentrop.

80yca, V, 1031. It is interesting to note Hassell's
diary entry for November 1, 1941, He thought of Bertram
as a pacifist who led the maJOrlty of the German episco-
pate, Hassell stated that: "People such as Bertram will
get nowhere at all with people such as Hitler and Himmler,"
Thus,. Hassell believed that the Church should conduct a
"political" struggle with the Reich rather than a "re=
ligious" one,

8l1p1d, . 1032-33.
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The Holy See took this opportunity to uniééshnall of its
hostility at one time. Maglione sent the .letter and
stated that during the occupation of Polandwmemberé of
the secular.clergy were shot while hundreds more were
imprisoned.... He. observed that while priests.from annexed
Poland were detained in Dachau, intensified.police
measures oaused?bhe imprisonment and deperha;ioﬁ of '
hundreds moreqﬂénd of the six b%shdps residingmthere,,
only one remained. He was interned in h13aown;home°82

Faéthermore, the rights of the Catholic Church
to education”andireligious instruction of youth was
usurped by Germaﬁy, and Catholic schools WéIG‘QlQSQd,BB
The Vatican"also*denOaned the segregation of.cétholiCS
d} Po1ish nationalit& from those of German nationality
because the -demand that they attend separate services
deprived.ményﬁofmthe faithful of religious conselation.
Finally, therletter noted that_the "temporary' measure
of. placing. nuns: in a spécial concentratienwcaqp at
Bo.janowo was'never rescinded. yi‘

Even though the Reich had severedwrelabions with
the Vatican concerning the outside territories on June
22, 1942, Nuncio Orsenigo was inétrqctéd to deliver the
letter., Weizsaecker, not knowing that thehletger CoN=

tained demands about Poland, accepted it, Hitler thought

82yca, v, 1018-20.

831p1d., 1021.
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thé Féréign~Ministry had violated his order of severance
because,qf."ité greed for fields of fresh authority" and
left the Ministry to handle the problem.in.its own wayo84

Having”reviewed the content of the letter, the
Foreign Ministry-adhered to the established policy for
such occasions, -Welzsaecker was instrﬂctedwﬁa‘give the
letter back to Qrsenigo with the instructions. that it
be returned-to the Vatican, The reason being;thaé_he
could not present it to the Reich government. as it dealt
with matters-in which the Holy See did not have terri-
torial competénce°85 Such an'action'would~sureiy cause
a termination of relations between Germany*andwthe
Vatican,

The Holy See demanded that Orsenigo‘deliVef the
letter, and German policy just as steadfastly;démandéd
that it not be accepted, Weizsaecker and Orsenigo wanted
to prevent a rupture of relations and. somehow: clear.
themselves of the blame for this.precari'ous.:situation°
Orsenigo wanted an official statement that WeiZSQégker

had returned the letter to him. Weizsaecker refused

84Hit1er9-Conversations, Lug,

85WeiZsaecker; 282-83, It is still uncertain
who made the decision to return the letter to Orsenigo.
Weizsaecker indiecates that it was Ribbentrop. . At
Nuremberg, Ribbentrop claimed that he could not recall
the..document, but under further interrogation remembered .
"a whole desk full of protests from the Vatican." Ulti- -
mately, he decided that Hitler had told him what to do,
See: NCA, Supplement B, 1235, 1238-39.
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and told Orsenigo that the best thing to.do.Would‘be to
treat the letter as if it had never come.into his hands,
Orsenigo did as the Foreign Secretary suggested But
doubted that he would officially survive this @ffair°86
Weizsaecker believed that he had warded off. 'the evil
which the breaking-off of relations would;havevbrought
on the thirty%five million German Catholics; o ,"87

The Vatican had no intention of letting- the matter
rest, Maglione instructed Nuncio Orsenigo to inform the
Reich, in writing, that the Vatican considéred_Weiz~
saecker's act.aSﬂ"noﬁ a2 friendly one" andmthatziﬁ con=-
sidered the ‘document as having reached its deStihétiono
brsenigo’Wrote“to the Foreign Minister on May 5 and
explained that-because of the ﬁway in which the trans-
missal of the message was carried out and the time
during whiéh"said message was retained, , , " the
Vatican considered it as accepted by the Reich,%8

Ribbentrop answered the letter of May 5 person-
ally, He deniedwtﬁat“he had read the letter of March
2, and stated that Weizsaecker had acted in accord with

established Reich policy toward the Vatican... The Foreign

86Weiz._saec;kerD 283, Orsenigo feared that he would
be recalled.to the Vatican. Rolf Hochhuth says that the
Nuncio was.persona non grata at the Vatican after 1945
so his fears may have been borne out. See: Hochhuth, _296°

87 Ibid,

88yca, v, 1042-43,
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Minister’approved his action and confirmed the Reich's
sténd that it would engage in no negotiations with the
Holy See over the Incorporated Teiritories, -Bibhentrop
was . careful. to point:out that such territeriesuihgludéd
annexed Poland. as well as Austria,

He also referred to the Government General as
being.in ﬁhisucgtegofy,89 This was the first instance
in which the<Go§ernment Geheral wés'specifically named
as an area where-the Vatican did not have authority to
deal with the government, Ribbentrop also adopted the
same solution to-the quandary as did Wéizsaecker, He
told Orsenigo that it would be best for all concerned

90 Here-the matter:

to regard the:letter as non-existent,

ended. ‘
By.thé”end;of Méy 1943, Germany made:itfabsolutely

clear to the:Vatican that it would harbor no:interference

from that institutien in regard to the Incorporated Terri-

tories. This confirmed the position taken by the Reich

in communications relevent to Austria, There. could be

no doubt that Austria and annexed Poland were conéideréd

equally outside the Vatican's sphere of influence and

that-negotiaﬁions could be carried on only between the

old Reich and the Vatican° In éddition, the Government

General was now included in the Incorporated Territories,

PR

S9%ca, v, 105,
901bid., ,
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aﬁ least for purposes of eliminating diplamaﬁméuaqti#ity
with the Holy See. The. Reich had..once more-won a victory
over the Vatican by implementing 1ts policies. while not.
losing the support of Catholics within.itéwbordéfé because’
of a final termination of relations between. it and the

Holy Sée;
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Hitler's plan to build a new world order included
the domination of Russia. Poland and Russia were to be
the ""great expprimental field" in the Eést,91 By 1941,
Hungary and Bumania had accepted the status of German
satellites., German forces crossed these countries and
forced :Bulgaria to econform, on Apfil 6, 12#19 Germany
invaded. Yugoslavia and Greece, On April 17, Yugésiavia
capitulated and Greece, after a herbic'resiS§gpceg£o“the
Italians, followed suit a week later, 1
.In April, Joseph Mueller made another ofwh;s'now
customary;trips to the Vatican to pass the word to.
Britaiﬁ that Germany intended to éktack Russia on June

92 Such a warning should not have been neces-

22, 1941.7%
sary,. Although no one believed the outlaqdishipassages

of Mein Kampf, Hitler clearly expressed his bellef that

it was ‘militarily impossible for Germany to be allied
with Russia in a long war with the West. Thé Fuehrer
believed@that the Reich could obtain no effective support
from Rﬁs&ia:because the war would be fought on German
so11,73

On June.22, 1941, Hitler turned his attention

lHitier quoted in Bullock, 319.
92¢o1vin, 138.
93Hit1er, Mein Kampf, 659,
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from the Battle of Britain to the invasion of Russia,
Territory occupied in Russia was generally to be treated
the same aslthe Government General., Germany wanted to
use part.of the native population for slave labor in
industry and agriculture and keep all of the inhabitants
completely-at the disposal of their overlords. Those

of education or positioq‘who might form an effective-
centerfof‘Opbosition'were to be exterminatedogu

~On-July 17, Hitler noted that as soon as military
opérations were terminated the Army would yield its-
administrative capacity to the civil,authoriﬁies;
Himmler, as Reichsfuehrer S.S., inherited the duty to
lay the racial foundations of the New Order in this area,
Goering, as Plenipotentiary for the Four-Year Plan,
claimed;the-right o organize the economic eprOifaﬁion
of the-territorieéo To oversee this administrative
netWork, Hitler apéointed Alfred ROsenbérg "Réidh<<
Minister for the Occupied Eastern Territories."

- “Too many departments had competency, and ad- 7
ministrative functions overlépped until petty jealouS§'
among fhe'leaders made the operation completely chaotic,
In August, the Fuehrér ordered the Army to keep abso-~
lutely out of the religious activity of the popu- B

lation,?” but the authorities never established to whom

OMBullock, 696.

95DGFP, XITI. 536.
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the direction of Church policy belonged.

The German'epiSCSpate,‘again,influenced by patri-
otism, supported the invasion of'Bu881ao96 The Vatican
followed a more ambiguous course, Welzsaecker reported
that fhe Holvaee reacted favorably because a German
victory would weaken communish;97 The Vatican radio,
Wishing:ndt to harm the German éffort, eliminated'all
unfavorable;referendes to the Reich and asked if -there
weré ahy further complaints from Germény on this'point,98
Furthéf,repbrts informed Berlin that Pius XII had earlier
decided that he could no longer remain silent about tﬂe
severeness of Reich Church policy, but that he refrained
from taking appropriate steps because he did not want to
hurt Germang*s ohénces of defeating Sovief Russia099ﬂ

"Axis propagandists called the assault on Russia
a benefit to the Church and tried to get the Pope-to-
approve the Russian campaign and "even to declare it-a

holy war or crusadeo"loo

The Vatican would go no
further than stopping its anti-German pronouncements;
The papai.refusal disappointed Germany and Italy. -

poe

”96Lewy, 230,
97Friedlaender, 76.

" 981bid,, 77. Minute by Wéizsaecker, June 26,
1941,

99pcrp, XIII, U489,
1006raham, 372,
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Although Germany reduced its anti-Catholic campaign in
both Austria and Poland at this time, the Holy See adopted
no clear positioh in favor of Germany's invasion of Ruséia°
In the following months, Germany adopted a more
tolerant attitude toward the Catholics in the Reich,
Dind Alfieri, ex-Italian Ambassador to the Holy See, "
tbld,eoebbels that Reich policy against the-Cathoiicsg~
caused.a'definite strain between Germany and Italy and
had an "intensely demoralizing‘effect" on the large
number of German Catholic soldiers,1%' Goebbels en-
couraged Hitler to declare a général truce with the
Church, ' The Reich had been arbitrarily taking the re-
maining Church propefty in Germany and, after the invasion
of Russia, Hitler wanted to eliminate internal dissension
anyway,: On July 7, Bormann followed the Fuehrer's orders
andﬂtald-all diétrict leaders to stop confiscating Church
property, 102
Germany éntered into only one area of conflict
with the Vatican as a direct result of the Russian cam-

paign. .On November 11, 1941, Rosenberg denied access to.

101Dino Alfieri, Dictators Face to Face (New York,
1955), 127-28. This is one of the few sources that
detects an increase in persecution of Catholics .in the
Reich immediately after Germany's invasion of Russia° )
See page 126,

102Fried1aender, 149, Hitler's order to stop the
confiscation of Church property in the Reich is one part
of the larger order to stop this practice all together.
The repercussions are seen in both Austria and Poland,
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the4recenfiy occupied Russian lands to all Catholic
priests with the exception of Army Bishopsf103 The Vati-
can héd hoped that it would be permitted to function in
theée éérritorieso It wanted to combat communism, and,:
more iﬁportantly, hoped to gain a foothold from which the
Orthodox Eastern Church could be united with Rome.

The Vatican attempted to negate Rosenberg's order
by securing the aid‘of Bernardo Attolico, the Italian-
AmbassadOr to Germany, Attolico explained to Berlin
that the interests of the Church and the Reich were
identical in the fight against communism, and that a -
proper settlement of this question "'was the ground on
which a~rapprochement between the Reich and the Catholic

Church-could take place,' n10k

Although Germany had
allowed-some priests to emigrate to the Russian terri-
toriesw'it'néw refused to enlarge on this concession,-
~In December 1941, the Foreign Ministry issued a
memorandum to establish Reiéh policy on this question..
The~Ministry warned that because éf the importance to
the Vatican of the unifiegt1§ﬁ of the Eéstern Orihode
Church with Rome, Nuncio;brsenigo'ﬁbuld probably give
the matter his'speéial attention. The memorandum stated
that the Nuneio should be told that Catholic priests had
lOBFriedlaender9 151,

lObQuoted in Friedlaender, 151=52,
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fbrmerly been allowed to enter occupied Russia by the .
Army authorities, But, since the Army no longer had
competence in this matter, the practice Wouldhéeaseo

The Ministry also pointed out that there were
enough Catholic priests in the formerly Russian areé to
serve the Catholic population adequately,lo5 However:, -
Orsenigo should not be tdld the real reason why Catho-
lic priests would not be admitted. The actual reason
was - that the Reich did not waht the Vatican to have
reason to. consider the Russian land as a "new terri-
tory;"106

- By March 1942, some high=ranking Germans had

become‘convincéd that Hitler had no hope of defeating
the~combined forces of Britain; America;, and Russia,
Papen ‘sent a representative to inquire through the
Vatican about a possible peace with the Allies., Papal
Secretary of State Maglione rétorted that this was
impossible bgcaﬁse there was élready fear that Joesph
Stalin; who demanded a second froﬁt, might ally with'
Hitler again,lo?

During the winter of 1942-43, Hitler lost the

105pgrp, X111, 952-53.
106Ibido It is not clear whether "new territory"
means a new territory for the Church or a new territory
for Germany. In either case, the Reich did not want the
Vatican to gain any more influence in German held lands.

1O7Papen, 489,
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-military initiative as the British Eighth Army and the.
Allied combined forces made advances in North’Africaf
Three Russian Army Groups -also laurched a Huée frontal
attack north and south of Sﬁalingrﬁd, énd_thé German war
economy -faltered, Some observers Believed the end to be
near.,

When Germany lost the initiative the fear of
communist penétration of Central and Western Europe
began:plaguing the Vatican again; Rather than side with
ﬁhe“Allied democracies, combined with Russia, the Holy
See continued to refrain from any action that woﬁld
weaken Germany's war effort, 08

‘ Weizsaéckér; now AmbasSadér to the Hely~See; bégan
flooding the Forelgn Ministry with reports of the Vati-
cgn's desire for Germany to ward eff Russian communism.
Tﬁe-AmbaSSador stated that Piu§ XII thought that "a
powerful German Reich is quite indispensible for the-

109

future-of the Catholie Church,™ and wanted "a strong

and united Germany as a barrier against Soviet Russia;"llo

while believing that nthe fate of Europe depends on-the

victorious reéistance by_dermany on the Russian front;"lll

_ ;OBLewy, 249,

, 1O9Fried1aender, 191. Telegram from Weizsaecker
to Berlin, September 3, 1943, o

1101134,, 195, oOctober 7, 1943,

1111bidb, 190, September 23, 1943, One cannot
assume that the Vatican's approval of a strong Germany
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Although the immediateiconsequence of the military
defeat at Stalingrad was not as greét as expected, and
the German line remained deep ih Russian territory,
Germany could take no advantage of the Vatican's willing-
ness to establish a rapprochement with the Reich., Hitler's
"stand fast" order for all fronts rgsultéd in a large
loss. of men ahd‘deprived his geherals of using their
mili.ta:c.yAskill° By the end of 1943, the British blockade
of Germany and the Allied . air strikes helped to dis- -
organize and strain the Reich's war econony,

- The Fuehrer, having taken over the Supreme Command
of the Army, remained wholly preoccupied with the tacti-
cal.and‘sﬁrategic demands of the war., Bormann, Goebbels,
Goering; and the other Reich leaders attempted to keep
the German war effort operative. This demanded all of |
their time and effort, All waited for the fulfillment
of Hitler's belief that tension among the Allies would
cause them to break apart. The German war efforp was-
now.totai andﬁgesperateo Relations with the Vatioan -
became .a minor point, The questions of the Concordat_

and Vatican competency in the annexed and occupied

necessarily meant that it wanted Germany to win a
complete military victory over the Allies, The Boly "
See's. fear of communism was not so great that it would
sacrifice the Catholics within Germany's border., More
probably, the Vatican was trying to retain its neu~-
trality so that it could protect the most Catholics
regardless of how the war ended,
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territories had no validity in a changing situation for

which the outcome was in doubt°



CHAPTEB VI~
GERMANY ISOLATES THE VATICAN

Throughout 1943, the war continued to turn againsﬁ
Germany despite some successful offensives, Gefmany héd
moved into Unoccupiedvaance as the Allied forces made,
gains in North Afria, and the Eastern Front‘threatened’
to c;oilapseo The more pre-occupied the Reich became with
the military aspects of total war, the less concern it
ﬁad for diplomatie relations with the Vatican. Uhder
these circumstances, Reich=Vatican rélaﬁions‘were confined
almost exclusively to Italy.

Pope Pius XII worried about the possibilitj of
the Allies bombing Rome and requested a statement that
this would not happen. Italiah Foréign Minister Galeazzo
Ciano recorded D’Arcy Osborne's reply that: "Rome is not
only the city of the Catholics, but also the heédquarters
of the‘High.Cémmandg a large German command, many airports,
o o o' and a railway centerol The Anglo-American étaff
intended to retain the prerogative to bomb Rome if it
" became necessary. But, by January 2, 1943, Pius XII,:
having received Mussolini‘®s confirmation that the German
commands had been removed from Rome, believed that bomb-

ing of the Eternalfcity had been avertedoz

1Ciano's Diary, 552.
ZIbid,, 556, 565.

157



158

~- The Fuehrer made plans to place. Italy fully under

German control..This would necessitate occupation of Rome
and imprisonment of its leading figures, All Vatican
qffiaialslwould have to be taken into custody too.
Goebbels spoke against this possibility and noted that
the Pope had stated that he had nothing to do with thé
military goals of the Allies, Goebbels did not want to
provoke the Pope uhnecessarily because he might be useful
at a later time, The Propaganda Minister and Ribbentrop
opposed -Hitler's plan to seize the Vatican because they
did not-want the "whole of world. opinion" to turn against
Germany°3 They convinced the Fuehrer to exempt the Holy
See from occupation if the Reich moved into Italyou

*°-0n July 5, Weizsaecker reported to Berlin about-
his private audience with the Pope, Pius XII told Weiza
saecker, in confidence, that he had always felt close
to Germany and that this feeling was strengthened by the
Reich's fight against the Communists,,5 who were now
extremely active in Northern Italy. Two weeks later,:
any possible basis for agreement that this agdience-may

have had was negated by an Allied bombardment of Rome,

3GoebbelsD 303, 409,

Yrpia., b16.

5Fried1aender9 179=-80., This is one of the few
cases when Pius XII definitely condoned German invasion
of Russia,
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The Allies bombed because of Rome's strategic value and
fhe'fact that German outpoéts had been left in the suburbs.
The Vatican now worked for the removal of the outposts |
and;“particuiarly, Field Marshal Albert KéSéelring'é
hea_dguarters,6

“-On July 25, the Fascist Grand Council, spurréd-én
by Italian discontent with the German Alliance, méi”and
persuaded_the King to dismiss and imprison the Duce. The
néwsRShocked the Fuehrer and ﬁut the Reich's prestige
at stake, Hitler quickly realized that Marshal Pietro--
Badoglio's neﬁ non-Fascist éovérnment would proclaim:iﬁé'
loyalty~to the Axis only until it could make a deal wiﬁh»
the"Allies. The Fuehrer rushed all available men to
Norfhern-ltaly.1n-preparation to occupy the peninsula,

-The Vatican strove to seéure the defeat of

Muésolini and the establishment‘of the Badogllio govern-
ment.  Reports of the Holy See's aétivity reaéhed Ber11n7
which,~of'course, wanted to re-establish Fascism to save
face. On July 26, Germany moved troops toward Romé and -
completed plans for the occupation, At a two day confer=-

ence.on:the matter a German advisor suggested that troops

6Fried1aender9 182-83, Albert Kesselring (1885-
1960): Commander-in-~Chief of German forces in Italy and
Military Commander of Italy, 1943-45; Commander-in-Chief
West, March 1945; tried for war crimes, death sentence
commuted to life imprisonment

7qubbe1s, 409-10,
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occupy all the exits to the Vatican., Hitler replied that:

That doesn't matter; I'll get into the Vatican

any time! Do you think I worry about the Vati-

can? We can seize that straight away., . .

Then we'll say we're sorry afterwards; we can

easily do that, We've got a war on.

Hitler continued to think about a final reckoning, but
Goebbels and Ribbentrop persuaded him to spare the Véti&
can,’

On September 8, 1943, the Badoglio government signed
an armistice with the Allies, Hitler ordered Field Marshal
Kesselring, the Commandermianhief of German forces in" "~
Italy, to prepare for action. Kesselring was relieved -
When the Allied Fifth and Eighth Armies landed at Salerno;
much further south than Germany dared to hope for. Every-
one-in ‘Rome thought the Allies would arrive on September
10 and .were surprised when German soldiers disarmed the
Italians .and occupied Italy, including Rome,

.. German troops did not enter the Vatican, but they .
immediately isolated it. Isolation of the Holy See re--
flected a politico—military decisien for purposes of -
stopping the Vatican's flow ofﬁimpoftant intelligence

information to the Allies, rather than an anti-Catholic -. |

SWalter Warlimont, Inside Hitler's Headquarters,

1939-1945 (New York, 1965), 356, Hereafter cited as
Warlimont.

9Bullock, 708.
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gesture:lo Despite the ﬁatican's support of the revoit
against Mussolini, and its gathering of information for:
the Allies, the Fuehrer agreed to safeguard all rights
of the Hol& See during the occupation of Romegll General
Stahel, the commandant of Rome, posted guards around the
Vatican to prevent any violation of the Holy See's extra-
territorial rightsol2
" .The day before the occupation, Himmler had appointed

8,8, General Karl wolffl3 to keep civil order in the area
from nerth of Naplés to the Brenner Pass, Himmler made-
Wolff. his personal representative in Italy and even cre-
ated.the new rank of."Highest S.S, and Police Leader" -l -
for.him, This title gave Wolff more importance in the : **
eyes of “Mussolini and Kesselring and place& him on an--
equal basis with Kaltenbrunner, Wolff co-ordinated the
disposition of 5,5, forces with the Army, acted as poligy.,
advisor to Mussolini, and consultant to Kesselring, Tales
circulated in‘Berlin that if the Allies attempted to .force

IOCianfarra; 290,
11Goebbels, Ll
'12Hochhﬁth9 324, A

13kar1 Wolff (1900- ): General of Waffen S.S.
at Fuehrer Headquarters; Chief of Personal Staff of ~
Reichsfuehrer S,3., (under Himmler); Himmler's liaison
officer with Hitler's headquarters until 1944; personal
ad jutant to Himmler, 1941; Chief of S.S. and Police

Commander in Italy, 1943; founder and commander of
Italian S.S, legion, 1945,
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their way into Rome, the S.S. would take Vatican officials
as hosﬁages, Wolff established contact with the Vatican
and assured the Pope that this would not l’la,ppen»-uP
The foreign press picked up the story, and the
Vatican "became extremely worried that Hitler would remove-
the Papal Court to Liechtenstein and hold the Pope in
captivity,lS The Holy See toid Ambassador Weizsaecker
of its appréhension, and he drew up a plan to counter
any such "rash adtiono"16
In mid-October, as the Badoglio government de-
clared war on.Germany and American troops crossed the
Volturno, Joseph Goebbels discontinued his ﬁolicy of -
defending the Vatican and seconded Hitler's pian to

L

exilehthe.Pope,l7 Walter Schellenberg,18 Chief of the

14p11en Dulles, The Secret Surrender (New York,
1966), 61. Hereafter cited as Dulles,

1.5Weizs;aecker9 290. Rolf Hochhuth notes that the
foreign press sensationalized this story, but claims that
his interviews with Vatican officials proved that they
never expected Hitler to occupy the Vatican and exile the
Pope. See: Hochhuth, 324, 329, On the other hand,
Hassell had received information that "if Rome falls,
the Pope will be taken along !for his own protection.'"
See: Hassell, 327. Walter Schellenberg believed that
"Hitler was seriously considering the deportation of the
Pope into a kind of exile at Avignon." See: Schellen-
berg, 370, '

16Weizsaecker” 290, The Ambassador did not
elaborate on the details of this plan.

17Sche11enberg9 370,

18Walter Schellenberg (1910-1952): Chief of Amt
VI of the Foreign Political Intelligence Service, 1941-
45; Chief of the unified Intelligence Service (which took
over military intelligence functions firom the Abwehr),
1944-45: General of Police and of Waffen S.S.
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Foreign Political Intelligence Service. (Amt VI);-Opposeq
Goebbels on this point. He took up Goebbels' old line
that the exile of the Pope "Woﬁld discredit Germany in the
eyes of ‘the entire worldoﬂlg Schéllenbérg approaéhed nis
superior, Heinrich Himmler, and urged him to avoidvtﬁe
anti~Church policy of Goebbels and Bormann because it
would.:cause him fo lose thé‘confidence of foreign nations -
should;he bec@me hier to Hitler's Germany. Himmler took
Schellenberg's advice and pointed out to Hitler the degree
to which . Catholics contributed to the Gérman war effort.
Hitler-heeded Himmler's warning and gave up his plans- to-
deporﬁ the-Popeozo

The Vatican still worried that Rome would be bombed
by the Allies because of German facilities in that city.
It conveyed this anxiety to Weizsaecker who informed-
Késseiring, The Field Marshal, although reluctant to do
so from a military standpeint, reduced the Rome gafrison 3
te about one battalion., Furthermoreo he instructed Germén
tréops-to detour around Rome rather than marching through
1e, 21

_1980hellenberg,‘3700

29;pigo

» ZIWeizsaeckerg 291, Kesselring was most co=-

operative. during the occupation of Rome. In conjunction
with the Vatican and the Italian Ministry of Education,.
he signed many orders to protect cultural centers and
art treasures, See: Albert Kesselring, Kesselring: A

Soldier's Record (New York, 1954), 367, Hereafter cited
as Kesselring.
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When Germany occupied Rome, it withdréw its Italian
Embassy., The Embassy at the Vatican was the only remain-
1n3*@iplématie authority, Ambassador Weizsaecker honcred'
ngal.inxerests and reported that: "Our military authori-
.ties,reSPecfed as a mattgr of principle all these proper-
ties, monasteries, etc., for which our Vatican Embassy
had issued letters of p_rotec'i:ion(,".22

"From May 12 to June 1944, the Allies fought their
way toward Rome., Kesselring and his troops, short of
rations and munitions, retreated, On June 4, the Allies
marched quietly into Rome as the Germans departed from
the other side, As Kesselring fell back to set up
défensive positions, he designated many towns as 'open,"
'neutralized," or "hospital® cities to protect their:
cultural and ecclesiastical traditionso,23

_.German occupation of Rome caused the Vatican much
discomfort, but caused no invasion of its neutrality or
extra~territoriality., The S.S., knowing that Jews and
pglitical‘Opponents of the German regime hid in some

religious buildings while others served as broadcasting

stations for Italian and American intelligence, did not

22yeizsaecker, 289-90, It is doubtful that Hitler
condoned these liberties, Speaking of the Vatican, he
said: "The whole diplomatic corps will be in there, I
don't care a damn but if the whole crew's there, we'll
get the whole lot of gwine out," See: Warlimont, 356.

23kesselring, 368-69.
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invade the Vatican grounds.2’ Long after the war, Father
Robert Leiber, the Pope's'personal secretary, stated: -

I cannot remembexr the neutrality of the

Vatican ever being violated. German troops

kept the line closed off so that no one

could cross it who didn't have a pass. The

Pope, had, therefore, no reason to complain,

Everything proceeded in an orderly fashion,

almost as_a matter of course, Nothing ever

happened ;25

‘Efter the Allies occupied Rome, the German Embassy
moved_into the Vatican, The diplomats had achieved
nothing in general political matters between the Reich
and the ‘Holy See since June 1943, The Allied occupation
severed the Embassy from German Supreme Headquarters, -
The Embassy received absolutely no information of a
political nature from Germany., It was left to operate
on its own because the attention of.officials in Berlin
turned exclusively to the "'uncompromising determination
to continue the struggle'" against the Alliésoz6

The German Opposition had been rendered in-
effective as a result of numerous ill-fated security.
leakages., .In December 1942, customs officials had
picked up an Abwehr agent on charges of smuggling curren-

¢y into Switzerlando The agent confessed that he carried

24Hoohhuth, 328.

~ 25upius XIT and the Third Reich," Look, (May 17,
1966), 50, ' —

26Weizsaecker, 293=94, 299,
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the money for a group of generals who uséd the Vaticaq to
sound out the Allies on ﬁeéee proposa1s°27 The’resuléing
investigatidn, carried out by Himmler's S.,8,, led back -
to Admiral Canaris. and General Hans Oster. In February
1943, Himmler closed down the Abwehr and took charge-of
a unified. Intelligence Service, v

On July 20, 1944, the Oppositions' plot to kill-
Hitler failed, and the S.S, began to round up all persons
suSpected.of conspiring against the Reich., The investi-
gation led to discovery of the Oppositions' correspondence
with the Vatican and the "Xureport@"‘tﬁe Holy See's pro-

posed peace conditions ef'l9b0;28'

Ultimately, Canaris,
Beck, Oster, Halder, Hassell, Joseph Mueller, and mény-
others were arrestedo29 Since the German Embassy to the-
Vatican had been severed from the Reich and the Oppo- - -
sition folded, there seemed to be no influential German

officials.to carry on contact with the Holy See.

Between Deeember 1944 and January 1945, a German

27colvin, 188, Also see: William Shirer, The
Rise and Fall of the Third Reich (Greenwich, Connectin
cut, 1962), 1329,

28Colvin9 20&405 For information relating to
the "X-report," see: Chapter V, 125=26

29¢o1vin 202-12; Bullock, 738-79, Canaris and
Oster were among those convicted of high treason and
executed at Flossenburg., Although Mueller was at the
camp at the same time, the Reich never executed him,
It appears that either Himmler had another use for
him or an order went astray.
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offensive on the Western Front failed to reach 1its gcai;
and ‘Hitler reluctantly withdrew his forces from the
. Ardennes,. On January 12, 1945, the Red Army opened an
offensive on the Eastern Front from the Baltic to the
Carpathians, .By the end of the menth, Russia was 1eés
than one hundred miles. from Berlin, On April 12, the
Uﬁited States Ninth Army crossed the Elbe river and four
days later the Russians opened the way to Bérlino Under
these cenditions; many Nazi leaders searéhed for the--
means to make peace with the Allies to save Germany -
from total destruction° The most likely place to origi-
nate such proﬁosals was the Vatican, where Pius XII was
receiving Allied diplomats and soldierSOBO

S.S. General Karl Wolff made the final German
contact with the Vatican, Wolff held the only important
Soéo‘command outside. German territory and had been:ﬁade
military plenipotentiary for Italy., He had proved his
good faith by releasing. many prominent. Italians and
ecclesiastics. from the.Géstapoﬁs,hands.at the Vatican's-
request, In May 1944, WeiZSaecker~ﬁéd.arranged an
appqintment wiéh the Pope for him. The details of the
conversation are nét known, but it is clear that this
was Wolff's first attempt to be the prime mover for the

s

0
3 Dulles, Lo,
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surrender of German f6rces in Northern Ita1y°31

WOiff’S direct access to the Vatican was inter-
rupted by the Allied occupation of Rome in June, so he
negotiated with Ildefonso Cardinal Schuster; Archbishop -
of Milan., This channel led to the. Allies. through the
Vatican and the Papal Nuncio in Berne, Switzerland
where the United States had a large intelligence organ-
ization. It also led to the partisan authorities in

. ) )
Northern Italy who worked for peace and the exclusion

of the Germans from Italy,32

Wolff and Schuster conceived of a plan to bring
peace on the Italian Fronf° The Northern Italian Com-
mittee for Liberationo a partisan group, was to sign-a
proposed peace document for Italy, while Kes3e1ring
signed for Germaﬁy,33 . Schuster used the Papal Nuncie-
in Berne and the Vatican to get the proposal to Allied
headquarters.in Rome, The terms of the propdsal were:

that the Germans would not destroy Italian industrial

3bulles, 61, 79. Wolff's motive for negotiating
through the Vatican will probably never be known, but it
was not from any sense of humaneness, He had been ex-
tremely active in the persecution of Jews in Europe, At
Nuremberg he received a four year suspended sentence for
his S.S. activities., Finally, in 1964, a Munich court
sentenced him to fifteen years at hard labor., See:
"Bureaucrat of Death," Newsweek (October 12, 1964), 57-

580

32p, W, Deakin, The Brutal Friendship: Mussolini,
Hitler and the Fall of Italian Fascism (New York, 1962),
761-62, Hereafter cited as Deakin.:

331vid., 763.
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and public utility services not of immediate military
vélue, if the partisan forces agreed not to hinder the
German withdrawal from ItalyOBa General Wolff later:

promised Schuster that the Germans would surreﬁder un-
condiﬁignally in Northern ItalyuB5 Ecclésiastical P
authorities would act as middlemen,

The success of these negotiations depended on-
the Qomoperation_betwéen Kesselring's army forces and:
Wolff's S.,S, Schuster and Wolff repeatedly contacted
‘KéSSelfing, Who seemed eager to‘negotiate a peacé in-
Italy; but also continued to follow orders from Berlin,
Just as the Field Marshal appeared ready to make the-:
Army a part of Wolff's plans he was made Commander-in-
Chief West, Moreovéfa the Central Committee of the
National Committee for Liberation balked at making a
deal with any German official not an authority of Berlin
at the supreme level,

On April 25 19&5; after much undercover (and
unrecorded) negotiations, Cardinal Schuster arranged a
meetihg of the National Committee for Liberation,
Mussoiini,fhaving»beén rescued from the>Badogiio govern=-
ment by Germany, was to attend the meeting. Géneral

Wolff secured the support of Kesselring's replacenment,

3hDu11esv L6,

35Ber1ito Mussolini, Memoirs, 1942-1943: With
Documents Relating to the Period (London, 19595, 259,




170

Army General Heinrich wvon Vietinghoff, and planned to
attend the meeting to sign the peace treaty,Bé At this
moment, 1t appeared that a Reich official had finally
used the Vatican to make a peace with the Allies that
did not include the Hitler regime., Sueh was not the.
case, |

Wolff had also been negotiating with Allen ﬁullesg
the head of the United States Office of Strategic
Services, in Switzerland, Dulles entered into negoti-
ations with Wolff on thevPOpe's recommendationo37
Rather than attend the meeting sponsored by Cardinal- -
Schuster, Wolff traveled to Switzerland and met with
DﬁllesY representatives. On April 28, they made final
plans for the surrender of all German troops in Northern
Itaiy9 The next day, representatives of Vietinghoff,
Wolff, and Dulles.Signed the dbcument° Kesselring
relieved Vietinghoff of his command and, on May 2, the
day the surrénder went into effect, gave his personal
ap‘proval.{38

On the same day, Germany announced Hitler's

w

36Du1'1esg 193; Deakin, 810. '

- 37Dulles, 92-3, The subject of Wolff's negoti-
ations with Cardinal Schuster and Allen Dulles has been
elaborately traced by many authorities. Most sources,
and even the statements of witnesses, are contradictory.
Allen Dulles®' The. Secret Surrender, F, W. Deakin's The
Brutal Friendship, and Jacques de Launay's Secret
Diplomacy of World War II are the best sources on this
topic.

Bpeakin, 774,
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death, The Fuehrer had committed sulcide in his bunker
‘a8 Russian forces arrived in Berlin; Five days later,
May 7, 1945, Admiral Denitz signed an unconditional

surrender for Germany,



CHAPTER VII
CONCLUSION
Germany's attitude toward the Vatican"between 1933
and 1945 did not reflect a prenconceivéd policy formulated
by the National Socialist German Workers' Party or any
one ihdividual; _Différent factions within the Party held

divergent views, and each individual had his own opinion,

The preface to the Documents on German Foreign‘Policy.
aptly expresses this point:

Réaders of these documents will soon become

aware of one peculiarity of German diplomacy -

under Hitler: the fact that for a long period

of time there might be not one, but several, -

German policies, and that the adherents of

one policy might be in pértial or complete.

ignorance of what the adherents of other

policies were doing.l '
From the complex intef=actibn of these different positions,
came a constantly changing policy toward the Holy See that
may be called the "German attitude,"

Ambassador George S, Messersmith (Consul Génepal
in Beriin, 1930-34, and Minister to Austria, 1934-37) of
‘the United States filed an affidavit to be used at Nurem-
berg., The statement accused all officials respbnsible to
Ribbentrop of being ardent Nazis and "criminally responsi-
ble for the acts of the German Ministry of Foreign Affairs

during this period,"z One must know what beliefs these:

lpgrp, 1, XVI.

2NcA, V, L6.
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individuals held in order to understand the complexity-of
the German attitude,

Messersmith specifically implicated Ernst von Weiz-
saecker as one of those criminally responsible for aofions
of the Féreign Ministry. Weizsaecker devotes his memoirs
to. the contradiction of this claim, The truth lies
somewhere in between. In the years before April i9h3,_
when Weizsaecker was appointed Ambassador fo the Holy |
See, the State Secretary for Foreign Affairs definitely~~
lacked pérsohal initiative. He tried to take a position
midway between Nazi demands that he persecute the Catho-
lic Church and actions that would not meke him appear
as an opponent of Christian morality, To a certain -
éxténtv he ﬁas successfu1, Vatican officials never - .
chided him personally, nor did he get into any grave:
trouble with his Nazi superiors.

Weizsaecker, as did all other Reich leaders,
acted in.thembest.interests of Germany_aé dictated by
his own conscience, While writing letters and sending
telegrams, usually.drafted by. Ribbentrop, to various
agencies~ofuthe.Reicﬁﬁ.the,State Secretary also kept
the German Opposition informed of e#ents.and political
decisions in the Reich Chaﬁcellery,3 In thié way, he
fulfilled his duty to the Party while satisfying his

own desire to maintain a personal peace with the

BWeiZSaéékerp 182; Colvin, 51,
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Vatican,

Nevertheless, Weizsaééker did not make any decisions
that represented his personal opinions. He wanted to keep
Germany free of the stigma of antimChurbhhpersecution but
took no active measures to'do~se until he arrived safely
at the Vatican, Only when Weizsaecker convinced Hitler
and Ribbentrop that he should be Ambassador to the Holy
Sée-did,he take the intiative in protecting the Church's -
rights and instigéting peace pr*o‘pc'asalsol‘P .Wéizsaecker's
primary consideration was not the defeat of Catholicism
in. German territory but the desire to eScape.thé-war-
years. without subjecting himself to adverse criticism
from. any quarter,

Diego von Bergen, another representative of the
Ministry of Foreignquﬁairs, attained the highest degree
of professionalism of any Reich official assigned to
Vatican affairs., Bergen adopted the Nationai Socialist
belief that the Church be absolutely excluded from Reich
pqlifics-but promoted this idea in a highly diplomatic
manner, The Ambassador to the Hély See took a realistic
'point of view, unaffected by the emotional squabbles of
either side., The furtherance of Reich policy was foremost
in his mind, but he clearly saw the necessit& for compro-

mise with the Holy See in order to carry out German

MWeizsaeckerv 277, 258-59; Hassell, 332.
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wishes to 1imif Vatican influénce in Germany aﬁd ﬁhe
world.”

Bergen never'hésitaﬁed~tougiVé his personal opinion
regardleés-bf ﬁhether or not it conformed to Reich pélicyo
He wanted an exchange of explicit details concerning
points of conflict between Germany and the Vatidancat all
timesoé By clarifying all issues, he thought theré would
b@ no misunderétandingg and.ea§h power W¢uid know exaétly.
what was expected by the other., Bergen's prestige in
Germany and the Vétican allowed him to remain as Ambassa-
dor until he waé.considerably past retirement age, despite
attempts by his enemies to have Ribbentrop recall himo7

Ribbentrop had some vague idea that National
Socialism would somehpw be substituted for Catholicism
in.GermanAterritoryo8 Buﬁ he probably did not understand
the basic tenets of Nationél Socialism, let alone the
intense idéclogical conflict between it and Catholicism.
The Foreign Minister was .incapable of making any decision
in relation to the Vatican that was not dictated by Hitler,
Ribbentrop was. not a leader, nor even an effective follow-

er, in the Reich's struggle to eliminate Vatican influence

beFP, I, 1039.
1pid., 936.
7Ibid,, Appendix III, 60k,

8WeizsaeckerD 281,
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in Germany. He was a blind adherent to orders whose stock
answer .at. Nuremberg. was: "We all believed-1nvthe.Fuehreroﬁ9
Not all agencies of the Reich were led by such weak
and. irresponsible men, Some were dominated.by.Strong9
demanding. leaders like Joseph Goebbels, the Minister for
Propaganda and Public Enlightenment° History has desig-
nated Goebbels as one of the infamous leaders of the Third
Reich, but ﬁhis is not true in relation to his Church
policy.,
-He thought it was nonsense for a spiritual ﬁower
to interfere with political and military questions and
flew into a rage when the Vatican voiced itSAcohplaints
to the foreign. press rather than tbwGermanj, Xét;'exaépt
in a few isolated cases, he did not take direct action
against the Church for these ''treasonable' offenses.
Goebbelsnbelieved in National Socialist doctrine com-
_pletely\but'did not think that Catholicism should be
eliminated during the war, The Propaganda Minister
thought that the Vatican should be dealt with after the
war .10
This position placed him in direet'oppositioﬁ
to the exﬁremist grouﬁ of the Nazi Party which tried to

uproot the Church during the war, When the Gestapo,

Nca, Supplement B, 1237,

e

10coebbelrs, 166, 382.



177

at the insistenée of the Party, requisiﬁioned Church .
Buildings.in Berlin against his orders, Goebbels repri-
manded them all,1l When, against his warnings, Party
members attempted to take over certain functions of the
Church that 1ater proved unpleasant, he accused then

of "driving. out the devil with Beelzebubo"12 His stand

was that.:
The church question is as far as possible
not to be discussed at all during the entire
war, no matter how recalcitrant the 'sky-
pilots' may prove to be'in this or. that
matter, After the war we shall certainly

have other gosSibilities of meking them see
the 1ight,l ~

Aithough the political leaders of Germany did not
particiﬁate as{a unit in the elimination of Vatican
influence in Germany, the extremist group centering
around Martin Bormann did, Of all the documents entered
in evidence by the Prosecution at Nuremberg, the largest
éingié author was Bormann, Most other oontributiohsl
were made by. men and oréanizations that executed di-
rections.coming from his Party Chgncellery:.Aifred
Rosenberg., Heinrich Himmler, the S.38., and the Gestapoclu

Baldur von Shirach blamed him for preventing any agree-

ments between the youth leaders of the Reich and the

1lgoebbels, 121,
12734 242,

131pia,, 121.

Wowye, xxT, 464,
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Himmler, for all persecution of the Church,

Bormann's authorship of the June 6, 1941 circular
which rejected any poséible-recénciliation of National
Socialisﬁuand religibn‘made him exceptionally vnlnerable
to such claims,  Yet9 Bormann truly could not %ind.any
plaﬁe.forACatholicism in his concept of life. H. ‘R,
Trevor-Roper, editor of Bormann's letters to his wife,
belieﬁes.thaf religion is the only area in which this
man made a personal com::ribution° Bormann's hatred of
religion-Spilled'over into his personal life. His.
1étters to his wife demand‘that she "make sﬁre that none
of. our children gets depraved and diseased by the poison
of Christianity, in whatever doSageo"15

He wrote voluminously to BOSenberg; the author

of The Myth of the 20th Century, and increased the origi-

nal distaste that Rosenberg had for Christianity.
Bormann wanted Rosenberg- to work toward substituting
National Socialist»priﬂciples for Catholic instruction
in schools, increasing Catholic monétary dbntributipns
to. the State, and to reject all compromises between
Chriétian teachings and National Socialist ideology;l6

The 1eaderShip for anti-Church policy and refusal to

Vmartin Bormann;'The Bormann Letters (London,

1954), 36, ‘
16yca, IIT, 15455, 158-59, 171-72,

acch——
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compromise with the Vatican cannot lie.more heavily on
any. .single person than Martin Bormann.

Nevertheless, final responsibility for Germany's
attitude toward the Vatican must rest with Adolf Hitler
simply because he was the Fuehrerp Actually, Hitler
hated all of the routine work of government. Once he
had established National Socialism as the only acceptam
ble. German ideélogy and himself -as ﬁhe Reich's Fuehrer,
Hitler only laid down general lines of policy toward
the Church, The details of implementation of this policy
were .left up to the departmental Ministers While,Hitler
prengccupied.himself with broad ideas in foreign affairs
and. preparation for war, Exqept in times of . crises, the
Fuehrer. seldom voiced his opinion about Germany's policy
toward the Vatican,

The Fuehrer respected the Catholic Church. because
it Was.an'international society directed by the Vatican,
an authority outside of Germany which was not subject to
the Reich's will. He also admired its hiérardhical
structure that allowed the Vatican to control its vast
membership with ease.l’ The Church's ébility to survive
so long with so little change reminded him of his dream
of a thousand year Reich., Hitler thought that National
Socialism could learn. from the Catholic Church by study-

ing its capacity to maintain a changeless doctrine., He

17Bul10ck, 312-14,
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thought an unchangeabie, eternal doctrine shouldabe the
aim of National Socialismo18

Even during the early years of co-ordinafion of
the German Catholic Church, Hitler d4id not wantwamﬁreak
wiﬁh the Vatican, He foresaw that it would be useful
in the _event of War°l9 The Fuehrer knewvthat.theQChurch
could.be strengthened by persecution and restrained any
open.anti-clerical outbursts that might impair:his“§é+
litical power, Unlike Rosenbérg and Bormann, .he did
not'attaqk the Church publicly;zo

~“After the invasion of Poland in September-1939,
he continued to follow this policy. Hitler made a
point“of not openly attacking the Church and camouflaged
his distaste for Vatican interference in German affairs
unless it obstructed German polities, HisAconS€ant goal
was tO'maiﬁtaiﬁ peace with the Va.tican,21 Along with
Goering . and Goebbels, he believed that the Church problem
should not be,acute du;ing Wartimepzz

It was not that the Fuehrer felt sympathy.fpr

.Catholicisﬁ. On the contrary, he thought itwasai

Bystier, Mein Kampf, 459,

198einrich Hoffmann, Hitler was my Friend (London,
1955),. 129, =S M

20Bu110ck, 389,

2lyochhuth, 310, 333.

22Goebbels, 141-42.
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"filthy reptile" that struck at any sign.af“weaknéss in
the State and that it had but one desirermtowdestro& the
Reich,23 Yet, he thought Catholicism so importantito
the German nation that whenever he was held personally
responsible for persecution of the Church, he blamed it
on‘“irresponsible'elemenﬁs in the provinceso"g@~~when
he~did give a direct order to punish members of: the
ChurchwhierarchyQVit was because he truly believed- that
they were guilty of political Catholicism, Hitler
believed that the Church should be eliminated-after the
Waroz5

In the final analysis, these men and .their follow-
ers - combined to use the Catholic Church in its-national
form to wage political warfare against the Vatican.:
German policy toward the Vatican can be seen in two
stages., Germany strove to gain complete control over
thé German Catholic Church and, later, the national
Catholie Churches in the sreas annexed by the Reich,
This control was used as a lever to persuade the Vati-
can to react ih 2 manner favorable to German policy.

In the first stage, Germany made the first in-
roads againSt the Vatican b& concluding the Reich

Concordat, By manipulating this treaty, promising:to

ZBHitler9 Conversations, 508,

2Ll’Papen,, 282,

25Hit1erg Conversations, 117.
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uphold its guarantees when necessar& and. narrowly in-
ﬁerpreting,them when advantageous, Germany kept. the
Vatican constantly on the defensive. Meanwhile, the
German Catholics were co-ordinated with the State.
They became a-p&rtfdf thé%ﬁ@talitarian concept of
statehood., No longer could they act independently.
If the clefgy attempted to act without the authority
of theAReich they were immediately suppressed,

In 1939, the beginning of warfare brought the
Vatican into direct diplomatic contact with Germany
because the Holy See was an international power avowed-
ly dedicated. to keeping peace, In this, the second
Stage, it was too late fcrvthe Vatican to make many
demands against Germany, because the Reich had contrql
0of. the Catholics in Germany, the Sudetenland, Czecho»
slovakia, Poland, and other areas, The Germdn empire
had authority over more Catholics than.any other nation

d@26‘ If the Vatican wanted tb oppose German

in the worl
policy on the international level, it would have to be
willing. to accept the consequences of the Nazi reaction
at the national level. This it would not do.

When it looked as if the Holy See had reached
the point where it might appeal to its world-wide Catho-

lic membership, the German government téok steps to

26y, H, Lehmann, Vatican Policy in the Second
World War (New York, 1946), 43, '
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pacify the Vatican, The most obvious example is the
sendifig of Ribbentrop to the Vatican in March 1940,
At this time, the Reich convinced the Holy See that it
did_not want to foster communism and, furthermore,
wanted to promote a truce with the Church, After
Ribbentrop's meeting with Pius XII, the Vatican again
reacted favorably to German policy.

~ -~ From 1940 to 1943, the Reich severed relations
with the Vatican in the outside'territories,27' The
German government, which now consisted mostly of the
Reich .Chancellery as the Foreign Ministry was nearly
defgnct; would aécept negctiatiohs over problems in the
old: Reich only, At this time, there were no outstanding
problems in.the Reich, The German Catholic .Church had
been-almost fully co-ordinated before 1939, and any re-
maining. disagreements that might arise with the Vatican
were. far overshadowed by‘the ill=treatment of the clergy
in Austria and Poland, The result was that the Holy See
could negotiate only in an area where it could.accomplish
veryklittle,v

| Germany would allow negotiations in the outside
areas onlyiﬂmough the local authorities. Reich reprea

sentatives in these areas could have diplomatic contact

27Belations were severed in Austria by Hitler's
order of June 22, 1942, Germany stopped relations with
the Vatican in all outside territories, including the
Government General, in March 1943, See: Chapter V,
sections I and I1I.
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only with the local Vatican representatives of these
areas. Thus, the Reich had come full circle, It had
started, in 1933, by securing the support of the national
clergy and keeping the Vatican out 6f internél political
affairs. In 1943, Germany by-passed the Holy See to deal
only with its local authorities. AgainD the Vatican was
kept..out of German political affairs. During the inter-
vening ten years, Germany had increased its capacity to
keep..the Vatican on the defensive by extending its control
over_more and more Catholic countries, )

.- "Reich leaders generally followed the policy toward
the- Vatican that Hitler and Goebbels esﬁablished° They
did:not provoke the Vatican to the extent that it would
completely sever relations with Germany. They bided
their. time with the thought in mind that_the Reich could
entirely eradicate the Church and eliminate the Vatican's
influence in German territories after ﬁhe war, Since
the Holy See did not break off relations with Germany, no
impetﬁs was given to the lower Catholic hierarchy to
condemn  German policy against the Catholics or in aggressive
warfare, The Reich's political victory over the Vatican
was.total,

On the other hand, Germany lost a spiritual Wér
with the Vatican., National Secialism became the predomi-
nant.ideology in Germany and the outside territories, but

it was only a superstructure, Underneath, in the hearts
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of the individuals of the totalitarian State, Catholicism
never died, It was never "replaced" by National Socialism
as most Nazi leaders had hoped,

Vatican officials used the Concordat as 'a jufidical
basis for their defense, a stronghold behind which to
shield themselves in their opposition. . . 0"28 Despite -
Germahylsyconsfant breeches of the Concordat, the Holy See
continuedmtouuse.it as an instrument for negotiation in.
Germany and the outside territories, The Vatican did not’
want to break off diplomatic negoiiations with Germany
because it wished to‘antihue protectihg all Catholics by~
whatever methods remained,

The Catholic Church takes a long range view of
historical. events and knows that situations change with -
time, . Although the Vatican may experience setbacks and
its.membefship may suffer persecution, centuries of
experience have proved that more favorable conditions
will eventually present themselves, As one prominent
Catholic. stated:

The Vatican places no 1limit of time. on the

achievement of its ends. It thinks of itself

in terms.of eternity, and its dealings. with

foreign powers are, therefore, based on the

assumption that the Holy See can afford to

wait since men are mortal and the Church is
eternal .29

28NCA9 Vy, 1039, These are the words of Pope Pius

XII.

29Cianfarra9 68.
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TheAVatican could afford to wait patiently and watch the
rise and fall of the Third Reich from.a.distance, . It did,
and. the Eternal Church survived~Ad01f-Hitler's National

Socialist dream,
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APPENDIX A
SELECTED ARTICLES

CONCORDAT BETWEEN THE HOLY SEE AND THE
GERMAN REICH

His Holiness Pope Pius XI and the President of the German
Reich, moved by & common desire to consolidate and enhance
the friendly relations existing between the Holy See and the
German Reich, wish to regulate the relations between the
Catholic Church and the State for the whole territory of the
German Reich in a permenent manner and on a basis acceptable
to both parties, They have decided to conclude a solemn -
agreement, which will supplement the Concordats already con=
cluded with certain individual German states, and will ensure
for the remaining states fundamentally uniform treatment of
their respective problems, . » »

Article l,-~The German Reich guarantees freedom of pro-
fession and public practice of the Catholic religion.

It acknowledges the right of the ¢atholic Church, within
the 1imit of those laws which are applicable to all, to
menage and regulate her own affairs independently, and,
within the framework of her own competence, to publish laws
and ordinances binding on her members,

Article 2.-=The Concordats concluded with Bavaria (1924),
Prussia (1929) and Baden (1932) remain in force, and the
rights and privileges of the Catholic Church recognized
therein are secured unchanged within the territories of the
states concerned, For the remaining states the agreements
entered into in the present Concordat come into force in
their entirety. These last are also binding for those
states named above in so far as they affect matters not
regulated by the regional Concordats or are complementary
to the settlement already made.

In future, regional Concordats with states of the German
Reieh will be concluded only with the agreement of the
Reich Government, ., . »

Article L.,-~In its relations and correspondence with the
bishops, clergy and other members of the Catholic Church in
Germany, the Holy See enjoys full freedom., The same applies
to the bishops and other diocesan officials in their dealings
with the faithful in all matters belonging to their pastoral

INca, v, 1080-90.
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office,

Instructions, ordinances, Pastoral Letters, official
diocesan gazettes, and other enactments regarding the -
spiritual direction of the faithful issued by the ecclesi-
agtical authorities within the framework of their compe=
tence (Art, 1, Sec., 2) may be published without hindrance
and brought to the notice of the faithful in the form
hitherto usual, , » o

Article 1ll.—~The present organization and demarcation
of dloceses of the Catholic Church in the German Reich
remains in force. Such rearrangements of a bishopric or
of an ecclesiastical province or of other diocesan demar-
cations as shall seem advisable in the future, so far as
they inveolve changes within the boundaries of a German
state, remain subject to the agreement of the government
of the state concerned.

Rearrangements and alterations which extend beyond the
boundaries of a German state require the agreement of the
Reich government, to whom it shall be left to secure the
consent of the regional government in question., The same
applies to rearrangements or alterations of ecclesiastical
provinces invelving several German states, The foregoing
conditions do not apply to such ecclesiastical boundaries
as are laid down merely in the interests of local pastoral
care,

In the case of any territorial reorganization within
the German Reich, the Reich government will communicate
with the Holy See with & view to rearrangement of the
organization and demarcation of dioceses, « o «

A¥ticle llh,== , o » o 2. The Bull nominating
Archbishoeps, Coadjutors cum jure successionis, or appointe
ing a Praelatus nullius, will not be Issued until the name
of the appointee has been submitted to the representative
of the National Government in the territory concerned, and
until 1t has been ascertained that no objections of a
general political nature exist., o o »

Article 16,--Before bishops take possession of their
dioceses they are to take an oath of fealty either to the
Reich representative of the state concerned, or to the
President of the Reich, according to the following formula:

"Before God and on the Holy Gospels I swear and promise,
&8s -becomes -a bishop, loyalty to the German Reich and to
the State of. , . » I swear and promise te honor the
legally constituted government and to cause the clergy of
my diocese to honor it. In the performance of my spiritual
office and in my solicitude for the welfare and the inter-
ests of the German Reich, I will endeavor to avoid all
detrimental acts which might endanger it."
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Article-17.,=The property and other rights of public
corporations, institutions, foundations and associations
of the Catholic Church regarding theilr vested interests,
are guaranteed asccording to the common law of the land,

No building dedicated to public worship may be de-
stroyed for any reeson whatsosever without the previous
consent of the ecclesiastical authorities concerned. o o -

Article 20,==Where other agreements do not exist, the
Church has the right to establish theeological and philo-
sophical colleges for the training of its clergy, which
institutions are to be wholly dependent on the ecclesi=
astical authorities if no State subsidies are soughto « o «

Article 21l,==Catholic religious instruction in ele-
mentary, senior, secondary and vocational schools consti-
tutes a regular portion of the curriculum, and is to be
taught in accordance with the principles of the Catholic
Church, In religious instruction, special care will be
taken to inculcate patriotic, civic and social conscious=
ness and sense of duty in the spirit of the Christian
Faith and the moral code, precisely as in the case of
other subjects, The syllabus and the selection of
textbooks for religious instruction will be arranged by
consultative agreement with the ecclesiastical authorities,
and these latter have the right to investigate whether
pupils are receiving religious instruction in accordance
with the teachings and requirements of the Church,
Opportunities for such investigation will be agreed upon
with the school authorities, , - »

Article- 23,-=The retention of Catholic denominational
schools and the establishment of new ones, is guaranteed.
In all parishes in which parents or guardians request it,
Catholic elementary schools will be established, prowvided
that the number of pupils available appears to be suf-
ficient for a school managed and administered in accordance
with the standards prescribed by the State, due regard
being had to the local conditions of school organie-
zations, s o o

Article 27,-—The Church will accord provision to the
German army for the spiritual guidance of its Catholic
officers, personnel and other officials, as well as for
the families of the same,

The administration of such pastoral care for the army —
is to be vested in the army bishop. The latterts ecclesi-
astical appointment is to be made by the Holy See after
contact has been made with the Reich government in order
to select a suitable candidate who is agreeable to both
parties, o o o
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Article 31,-~Those Catholic orgenizations and societies
which pursue exclusively charitable, cultural or religious
ends, and, as such, are placed under the ecclesiastical
authorities, will be protected in their institutions and
activities,

Those Catholic organizations which te their religious,
cultural and charitable pursuits add others, such as social
or professional interests, even though they may be brought
into national organizations, are to enjoy the protection of
Article 31, Section 1, provided they guarantee to develop
their activities outside all political parties.

It is reserved to the central government and the German
episcopate, in joint agreement, to determine which organi-
zations and associations come within the scope of this
article.

- In so far as the Reich and its constituent states take
charge of sport and other youth organizations, care will

be taken that it shall be possible for the members of the
same regularly to practice their religious duties on
Sundays and feast days, and that they shall not be redquired
to do anything not in harmony with their religious and
moral -convictions and obligations,

Article- 32,waIn view of the special situation existing
in Germany, and in view of the guarantee provided through
this Concordat of legislation directed to safeguard the
rights and privileges of the Roman Catholic Church in the
Reich and its compdnent states, the Holy See will prescribe
regulations for the exclusion of clergy and members of
religious orders from membership of political parties, and
from-engaging in work on their behalf,

Article 33.—=All matters relating to clerical persons
or ecclesiastical affairs, which have not been treated of
in the foregoing articles, will be regulated for the
ecclesiastical spheré according to current Canon Law,

Should differences of opinion arise regarding the ine
terpretation or execution of any of the articles of this
Concordat, the Holy See and the German Reich will reach
a friendly solution by mutual agreement. . » o

The Supplemeéentary Protocol,

At the signing of the Concordat concluded today between
the Holy See and the German Reich, the undersigned, being
regularly thereto empowered, have adjoined the following
explanatlons which form an integral part of the Concordat
itselfl,

Inre: o o .
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Article-1lli,; Par: 2.-—I%t is understood that when ob-
jections of a general political nature exist, they shall
be presented within the shortest possible timeo If after
twenty days such representations have not been made, the
Holy See may be justified in assuming that no objectioens
exist to the candidate in question., The names of the
persons concerned will be kept confidential until the
announcenent of the appointment. No right of the State’
to assert a veto is teo be derived from this article. o » »

‘Article 32,1t is undérstood that similar provisioens
regarding activity in party politiecs will be intreduced
by the Reich government for members of non-Cathelie
denominations, The conduct, which has been made obliga-
tory for the clergy and members of religious erders in
Germany in virtue of Article 32, does net invelve any
sort of limitation ef official and prescribed preaching
and interpretation of the dogmatic and moeral teachings
and principles of the Church.,

Signed° Eugenio, Cardinal Pacelli,
Signed: Franz von Papen, -
At the Vatican City, July 20th, 19339
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APPENDIX B

THE GERMAN CATHOLIC EPISCOPATE
IN SEPTEMBER 1933

Church Province Breslau

1, Adolf Cardinal Bertram, Archbishdpwof Breslau
2., Maximilian Kaller, Bishop ¢6f Ermland

3., Christian Schreiber, Bishop of Berlin

4, Franz Hartz, Prelate Nullius of Schneidemuhl

Church Province Munich and Freiéing

5. Michael Cardinal Faulhaber, Archbishop of
Munich and Freising

6. Joseph Kumpfmuller, Bishop of Augsburg

7. Sigismund Felix von Ow-Felldorf, Bishop of
Passau

8. Michael Buchberger, Bishop of Regensburg

Church Province Bamberg

9. Jakobus von Hauck, Archbishop of Bamberg
10, Konrad von Preysing, Bishop. of Eichstatt
11, Ludwig Sebastian, Bishop of Speyer
12, Matthias Ehrenfried, Bishop of Wurzburg

Church Province Cologne

13, Karl Joseph Cardinal Schulte, Archbishop of
Cologne

14, Joseph Vogt, Bishop of Aachen

15. Antonius Hilfrich, Bishop of" Limburg :

16, Clemens: August von Galen, Bishop. of Munster

17, Wilhelm Berning, Bishop of Osnabruck

18. Franz Rudolf Bornewasser, Bishop of Trier

Church Province Paderborn

19. Kaspar Klein, Archbishop of Paderborn
20, Joseph Damian Schmitt, Bishop of Fulda
21, Nikolaus Bares, Bishop of Hildesheim

Upper Rhenish Church Province

22, Konrad Grober, Archbishop of Freiburg i. Br,
23, Ludwig Maria Hugo, Bishop of Mainz

2, Johannes Baptista Sproll, Bishop of Rottenburg
25, Petrus Legge,-Bishop of Meissen (exempt diocese)
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APPENDIX B

GERMAN DIOCESAN BOUNDARIES 19331

GERMANY

1FJ:'om The Catholic Church and Nazl Germany by
Guenter Lewy, Copyright 1964, McGraw-Hill Book Company.
Used by permission, ' ‘
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SELECTED BIBLIOGRAPHY

DOCUMENTS

Ciano, Count Galeazzo, Ciano's Diplomatic Papers.. Edited
by Malcolm Muggeridge., Long Acre, London: . Odhams
Press, 1948,

The Papers examine the Italian attitude toward

Germany which is often inseparably linked with the
degree of relations between Germany and the Vati-
can, However little mention is made of the Vati=-
~can, and the Papers add nothing new to the study
~of the German attitude., Ciano was antimGerman°

Documentary Baokground of World War II, 1931~ l91~lfl°
Edited by James W, Gentenbein, New York '
Columbia University Press, 1948,

~  An excellent collection of pre~Wor1d ‘War II
" documents., It should be used to understand the
internal and external German political activities
during this period, -Nothing on the Vatican, but
there is much useful material on German relations
~with all the major powers., Includes speeches,
treaties, agreements, ete,

Documents on German Historzoa Edited by Louis L. Synder°
New Brunswick, New Jersey Rutgers University
Press, 1958, i
A very representative selection of documents
from 9 A.D. to 1955, but nothing in detail, ‘A
broad and géneral coverage of the period ander
study which includes material on the Reichstag
fire, propaganda, the Nuremberg Laws, etc,
Nothing on the German attitude, but useful for
- finding major documents quickly.
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Friedlander, Saul, Pius XII and the Third Reich: A
Documentation. Translated by Charles Fullman.
New York: Alfred A, Knopf, 1966,

Here is a presentation of the most important
documents found in the DGFP with a narrative text
that ties. them together in a comprehensive fashion,
It is. bound to become a standard work in the study
of the German attitude toward the Vatican if only
becauvse. it introduces hithertofore unpublished
materials. which are found in the Foreign Ministry
archives. at Bonn.,. The work is indispensible
although -Friedlander seems to strain to fit the
documents. into his. preconceived idea of historical
pattern, He also over-emphasizes the Vatican's
fear of communism,

Germany, Ministry of Foreign Affairs., Documents and .
Materials Relating to the Eve of the Second World
War, 1938-1939, Vol, II, New York: Inter-
national Publishers, 1948,

Also called the "Dirksen Papers.'" These were
captured and published by the Russians, Nothing
on the German attitude toward the Vatiecan. Very
useful in understanding the development of .events
prior to World War II.

Great Britain, Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs.
‘Documents. Concerning. German~Polish Relations and
the Outbreak of Hostilities Between Great Britain
and Germany on September 3, 1939. New York:
Farrar & Rhinehart, 1939.

These documents are of no use to examine the
German point of view., They are indispensible in
the study of the invasion of Poland, however, as
the. British were inextricably involved,

Great Britain, Documents on British Foreign Policy, 1919-
1939. + Third Series., 9 vols, London: His Majesty's
Stationery Office, 1949-1950,

This series covers the period of 1938- 1939°
Volumes VI and VII show that Britain knew more about
Reich relations with the Vatican than did the German
Foreign Ministry. These volumes contain much infor-
mation pertaining to British-Vatican diplomatic
relations, They also disclose what Britain thought
of Germany's negotiations with the Holy See.

Hitler, Adolf.. Hitler's Secret Conversations, 1941~ 194k,
Translated by Norman Cameron and R, H, Stevens,
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New York: Farrar, Straus and Young, 1953..

. This i¢ the stenographic record of Hitler's
"table~talks,.” Much of his religious philosophy
can be gleaned, His observations are mainly
sweeping generalizations concerning an alleged
Jewish=-Christianity-Bolshevik connection and
science as superior to religion, His attitude
toward a few specific incidents is apparent,
Hitler's philosophy concerning the church changes
disturbingly, depending upon to whom he is talk-

-ing,

o The Testament of Adolf Hitler: The Hitler~-
Bormann Documents, February-April 1945. Transe-
laged by R, H. Stevens. London: Cassell & Company,
1961,

These are the last passages ever written by
Hitler (1945). He now knew that the war was ending
so he compiled a sort of supplement to his Conver-
sations., Hitler attempts to examine where he went
wrong.and. some of his conclusions. and reflections
are interesting. There are few statements. about
Christianity, but they are in final form in his
mind, not rambling like Conversations. His thoughts
seem to have jelled in many areas, Not necessary
for the topic under study,

Pacelli, Eugenio (Pope Pius XII) and Roosevelt, Franklin
D, Wartime Correspondence Between President
Roosevelt and Pope Pius XII. Explanatory'notes
byuMyron C., Taylor. New York: Macmillan Company,
1947,

The letters are of little wvalue exclusive of
i1luminating the scanty diplomatic relations between
the United States and the Vatican, Myron Taylor's
textual additions are very interesting, although not
always correct, They show that the United States
was the only major power with a large Catholic popu~-
lation that did not take full advantage of the
Vatican's power to further its policies,

Polish Information Center. Documents. Relating to the Ad-
ministration of Occupied Countries in Eastern
Europe,. Issue No, 4, New York: Polish Information
Center, 1941,

Here 1s a reiteration of Cardinal Hlond's memo-
. randum. of 1939 and other documents commonly availa-
ble, Nothing new is added, It is a compilation of
documents. issued by the Reich which were restrictive
to Poland, Thus an anti-German approach 1s pre-
sented. '
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Poland,

. Ministry of Foreign Affairs., German Occupetieﬁ

of Poland, New York: The Greystone Press, n.d.

Also called the Polish White Book. A docu-~
mentary compilation, with text, of all German laws
and degrees enacted to deal with Poland during and
after the invasion.,. Laws which caused suppression
of the Polish clergy and their property are in-
cluded and commented on in the text, It is meant
to be anti-German and is, The documents presented

~can be found in any of the standard works in this

field such as NCA and DGFP.

Pfiﬁciples for Peace:.Selectiorl_s_;frem.PapalDocuments9

United

United

Leo XIII to Pius. XII, Edited by Reverend Harry
C, Koenig, Washington: National Catholic Welfare
Conference, 1943,

This is a very good compilation of the published
speeches. and. decrees of both Pius XI and Pius XII.
It must be read in order to understand the corre-
sponding reactions the Popes' words caused in the
Reich,

Nations, The United Nations ‘Review: a Biumonthly
Selection of Official Statements and Documents ,
(January 1941- December 31, 1945), 5 vols, New

Yo:lt;k United Nations Information Office, 1941~
1945,

In 1943, the name of this set was changed to
the United Nations Review from the Inter-Allied

Review, Herein is presented the text of documents,

radio broadcasts, newspaper articles, declarations
by diplomats, excerpts from diplomatic speeches,

and statements of Allied leaders, At the end of
most articles “Press References" are given-—
synopses of numerous press articles on the subject
covered, The general view and "feeling" of indi-
vidual countries. can be grasped through this set,
and there are articles dealing with Church problems
on the state level,

States, Civil Affairs Department, Trial of Major
War. Criminals.before the International Military
Tribunal, L2 vols, Nuremberg: lnternational

Military Tribunal, 1947-1949,

Includes some testimony of witnesses and the
accused which is valuable, Much material is
entered in evidence: documents, excerpts from
decrees., orders, letters, etec, - Presents a sche-=’
matic interpretation of these documents., From
these the general picture of many phases of Nazi
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United

United

" United

religious activity can be determined. A necessity
in any study of Germany during this period. The
documents. found here are all. in NCA .and DGFP..

Staiesg Civil Affairs., Trials of War Criminals

.before the Nuremberg. Military Tribunals. Under

Control.Council Law No, 10, 15 vols. Washington:
Hnlted States Government Printing Office, 1947~
9.

The trial of the lesser Reich functionaries .
who .were not tried under the Trials of the Major
War Criminals, Volumes XII-XIV are appropos to
this field of study as they concern the "Minis-
tries Case" which includes Weizsaecker, However,
they are mainly concerned. with the breech of
International Law and the Jewish Question,
together with membership in Nazi organizations,
Some general conclusions are drawn by the Prose-
cution,

States, Department of State, Documents on German
Foreign Policy. 1918-1945, Series C (1933~1937).
5 vols,. Washington: United States Government
Printing Office, 1957.

Series C is the best source for Germany's
attitude toward the Vatican in the years between
1933 and 1937, The series includes abundant
material on the Reich's "co-ordination" of the
German. Catholic. Church and. the repercussions
caused at the Holy See, The documents concern
the German Foreign Ministry and were captured
by the. Allies. after the war, Although the
published. material is selected from a very large
amount of captured material, it is thoroughly

. representative of German policy in these years,

States, Department of State. Documents on German
Foreign Policy, 1918-1945, Series D 2193?~19E55o
42 vols, Washington: United States Government
Printing Office, 1950-1964,

Series D continues where Series C left off in
1937 and continues through December 1941, Many
Nuremberg documents are repeated, but the trans-
lations are better and the source given where
possible, Both series present correspondence
between the Foreign Ministry and the German Am-
bassador at the Vatican as well as pertinent
political reports and Reich degrees, This
collection is the basic source for studies in
this area until 1941 and is extremely valuable
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because most German negotiations with the Holy See
were conducted through the Ministry at this time,

United States, War Department, Nazi Conspiracy and Ag- .
gression, 10 vols, Washington: Office of United
States Chief of Counsel for Prosecution of Axis
Criminality, United States Government Printing
Office, 1946, ,

This collection contains. the. full text of the
ma jority -of documents entered in evidence at the.
first. Nuremberg trial, It alseo includes in-
diectments, oral. arguments., and useful. appendices,
Supplements. A_and B contain statements. by the .
defendants.,..arguments. by the defence counsel, and
interrogations., There is a great deal -of naterial
relating..to. the. Vatican, and much circumvention by
the defendants while determing where to place the
blame for German policy toward the Catholic Church,

United States, War Department, Nazi Conspiracy and Ag-
gression:. Opinion and. Judgment, Washington: Office
of United. States Chief of Counsel for Prosecution
of Axis Criminality, United. States Government
Printing Office, 1947,

This volume sums up the reasoning, judgments,
and sentencing of the defendants tried at Nurem-
berg, It helps the reader define the categories
of religious persecution for which the German
leaders were tried,

DIARIES, MEMOIRS,
AND OTHER PRIMARY SOURCES

Alfjieri, Dino., -Dictators Face to Face, Translated by
David Moore, New York: New York University Press,
1955'0 . A S

Alfieri was. the Italian Ambassador. to the Vati-
can in 1939 and transferred to Berlin in May 1940,
It is amazing that he does not say more about the
German attitude toward the Vatican. His few refer-
ences to this attitude are in general terms and not
at all indispensible, The work is important, in
this respect, only in its examination of the person-
alities of wvarious high ranking Germans such as
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Hitler, Weizsaecker, Mackensen, Ribbentrop, Goebbels,
ete,

Badoglio, Pietro. Italy.In the Second World War, Trans-
lated by Muriel Currey, London: Oxford University
Press,. 1948, , ‘ ‘

A poorly written, dull chronological presen-
tation of Itely's role in World War II, and statisti-
cally encumbered documents that might prove of some:
value, No psychological background at all. The
documents. are bolstered by Badoglio's personal re=-
collections which are of value as a primary source
and might be used in a future comprehensive study.

Bormann, Martin., The Bormann Letters: The Private Corre-
spondence Between Martin Bormann and His Wife from
January 1943 to April 1945, Edited by H, R, Trevor-
Roper., London: Weidenfeld and Nicolson, 1954

The Letters offer a profound examination of
Bormann's personallty in connection with his family
1life but have little value in this field, -There
are a few indications of. his. extreme anti-Christi-
anity. and. his desire to bring up his children in
the same tradition., Of greater value to the student
of Bormann than the student of history in any other .
area, .

Churchill, Winston S. Memoirs of the Second World War,
Boston:. Houghton. Mifflin Company, 1959, '

No. information on the German attitude, but it
adds. many details external to. the situation and
gives the Allied. thoughts in . many cases, ©0Of -
course, Churchill is his usual self and the only
thing portrayed as more correct and valiant than
England is Churchill himself,

" Cianfarra, Camille M, The Vatican and. the War, New York:
E;, P, Dutton, 1944,

Himself a Catholic, Cianfarra has written an
earnest, sympathetic account treating Popes Pius
XI and XII during the 1933-1943 period. This
journalistic. view disregards. polemic and records
first-hand. observations concerning the Vatican's
attitude toward the war. and Germany, Many of the
author's..remarks. are not substantiated by available
German. documents. and must be used with care,
Cianfarra also has the reporter's .malady of not
naming his source., All things considered, it is
a good source,
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Ciano, Galeazzo, The Ciano. Diaries. 1939-1943: The .Complete
Unabridged Diaries of Count Galeazzo .Ciano, Italian
Minister for Foreign. Affairs, 1936-1943, Edited and
translated by Hugh Gibson, Garden City, New York:
Doubleday & Company, 1946,

Ciano was anti-German and well thought of by the
Vatican, His daily entries throw little light on
the German attitude toward the Church, He could
have contributed very much to this problem, but
actually recorded very little, The Foreign Minis-~
ter does record some of the Pope's conversations
with the Duce concerning the Reich,

Dietrich, Otto, Hitler, Translated by Richard and Clara
Winstono Chicago: Regnery Company,. 1955,
Another personal account. by a close associate
of Hitler!s., Not much. on. Hitlert's attitude toward -
the Vatican, and what. there is is not new, but a
reiteration of statements' found throughout Mein
Kampf and Conversations.

Dodd , William E, Ambassador Dodd's. Diary, 1933a38

Edited. by W, E, Dodd, Jr., and. Martha Dedd. New
York:. Harcourt, Braceg 1941,

.. This. is. a.good work for the 1933-37 period as
Dodd records his conversations with many high rank-
ing German and Catholic leaders, Much insight can
be gained as his observation of the church question
is acute., It is too bad that he is anti-Catholic
as well as anti-German and concentrates more heavi-
ly on the Protestant Church, Dodd is a Baptist,

Dulles, Allen, The Secret Surrendero New York: Harper
and Row, 1966,

. Herein is presented some insight into the
attitude. of. the German authorities in Italy at the
time. the Vatican. was. instrumental in peace negoti-
ations which ties together the memoirs of Walter
Schellenberg and. Albert Kesselring..

Goebbels, Joseph, . The Goebbels Diaries: 1942-10473,
Translated by Louis P, Lochner., New York:
Doubleday. & Company, 19&8

The.Diaries. give much insight. into the beliefs,
actions . and policies of members. of the Nazi Party°
Goebbels.wasmamong-the leaders of the. opposition to
the Church and second only to Martin Bormann in
closeness to Hitler, His attitude toward propa-
ganda aimed at the Vatican is apparent and he is
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somewhat of a weather-gauge of the upper echelon

Reich officials who desired to rid Germany of the
"politically active" church, The Diaries is one

of the best personal narratives available for the
study of the German attitude, He was a Catholic

and quite aware of the problems Germany had with

the Church,

Hassell, Ulrich von, The Von Hassell Diaries: 1938-194k,

New York: Doubleday & Company, 1947, K
Hassell touchs on the attitude of both the-

Nazi Party and the -internal German opposition to
the Vatican, He was in a position to observe the
situation, and his Diaries indicate that he did
just that, Hassell traces, in detail, the German
oppositions negotiation for peace through the
Vatican., Information he has gleaned from various
contacts, as well as from Hitler and Bormann, are
recorded as is his contact with generals who sought
peace for Germany. A necessary source whic¢h far
over-shadows that of Papen and Weizsaecker,

Heiden, Konrad, Der Fuehrer: Hitler's Rise to Power,
Translated by Ralph Manheim. Boston: Houghton
Mifflin Company, 1944,

A view of the rise of the Fuehrer within the
framework of National Socialism, Little infor-
mation on the German attitude toward the Church
but should be read to help garner the feeling of
the period, He does not omit the part played by
the Vatican and the Catholic hierarchy in bring-
ing Hitler to power however, Heiden is recognized
as knowing more about the rise of Hitler and
Nazism than any other objective historian, but-it
must be remembered that he was antimHitlero

Hitler, Adolf. Mein Kampf. Translated by Ralph Manheim°
Boston: Houghton Mifflin Company, 1943.

Mein Kampf is, of course, a basic work to be
examined in the pursuit of an understanding of the
German attitude, His religious beliefs are
scattered throughout the work and blended with
principles of National Socialism, It is compara-
ble to Conversations in that Hitler's attitude is
exposed in generalized, often quixotic terms, It
can generally be said that he is consistent in his
belief that the Church must give way to National
Socialism, but he varys in his thoughts as to when,
how far, and in what manner,
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Hoffmann, Heinrich. Hitler was my Friend. Translated by
R. H, Stevens, London: Burke, 1955,
" Hoffmann was Hitler's official photographer -
and always present at great occasions as well as
at dinner parties, etc, He often comments on the
religious attitude of Hitler, Bormann, and others
and has a sympathetic view, He was, however, so
deeply influenced by the National Socialist feeling
around him that his judgment was inaccurate, Hoff-
mann is self=-serving, but the work should be read
to help grasp the attitude of Hitler and Bormann.

Hull, Cordell. The Memoirs of Cordell Hull, 2 vols,

New York: The Macmillan Gompany, 1948, i
This work shows that the German attitude

toward the Vatican was correct in its awareness
of the importance of the Vatican in international
affairs, It also throws light on America's nega-
tive attitude toward the guarantee of not bombing
Rome, Hull writes extensively and covers a.
tremendous span of years in two volumes, Relations
with the Vatican and Germany make up a very miner
portion of the work, Still, to understand the .
German attitude one must understand the power the
Vatican possessed and part of that power was
concentrated in the United States.

Kesselring, Albert, Kesselring: A Soldier's Record.,
Translated by Lynton Hudson., New York: William-~W"
Morrow & Company, 1954,

The bulk of the Record is taken up with German
tactical and strategic decisions, and maneuvers of
which Kesselring had knowledge, However, for the
period from 1944-45 he gives a detailed account
of the German and Alljied activities in Italy. He
describes the aid that. he and other German soldiers
gave to the Italian populatioen, the Vatican, and
the saving of art treasures. He also sheds light
on the activities engaged in by himself and S.S,
General Wolff in negotiating a peace with the
Americans for the surrender of German troops in
Italy. The Vatican often acted as intermediary
in all of these activities, and it appears that
Kesselring co-operated fullya

Murphy, Robert Diplomat Among Warriors. Garden City,
New York: Doubleday & Company, 1964,
Murphy, a Foreign Service Career Officer with
the United States State Department, traveled and
worked throughout Europe during World War II, He
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is a Catholic and many times gives interesting
side-lights on the activities of prominent Catho-
lics during this period, His book is writtem with
a good deal of hindsight, but does offer some fresh
and contemporary conclusions, Very little dis-
cussion about high ranking personalities who were
concerned with the Germanattitude°

Mussolini, Benito. Memoirs, 1942-1943: With Documents
Relating to the Period. Translated by Frances
Lobb, London: Weidenfeld & Nicolson, 1949,

The Memoirs are apologetic and propagandistic;
obviously written to influence world opinion in
favor of Mussolini, Useless for Germany's atti- -
tude toward the Vatican except that significant
material on S,S. General Wolff's negotiations for
unconditional surrender of the German forces in
Italy is presented, The appended documents are
of ‘much more value than the memoir itself, There
is also useful information on the bombing of Rome
by the Allies, Mussolini consistently grossly
exaggeratés his case,

Papen, Franz von, Memoirs, Translated by Brian Connell°

New York: E, P, Dutton & Company, 1953,
Papen was always in a position to view the

German feeling toward the Church, His Memoirs.
is an autobiographical defense of his activities
for the Reich and can generally be criticized for
lack of intellectual honesty, Nevertheless, the
work must be considered a basic source in this
area because of Papents intimate relationship
with the top Nazis and his more than average con-
cern with the Vatican,

Rosenberg, Alfred, Memoirs of Alfred Rosenberg, Commen-
taries by Serge Lang and Ernst von Schenck.,. - .
Translated by Eric Posselt, Chicago: Ziff-Davis
Publishing Company, 1949,

The work is mainly a commentary on Rosenberg's
final testament and fragmentary memoirs which have
been partially rewritten to assure readability.

The commentators have attempted to interpret Rosen-
bergis words in the "light of history," but, as it
was written in 1949, have not taken a very objective
view, It is evident that Rosenberg never felt that
he was guilty of any excesses and that, to the end,
he was the ideological embodiment of National
Socialism, He followed a politically expedient
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policy toward the Church although his words weré
often violently dirgcted against it.

Schacht, Hjalmar Horace Greeley, Confessions of "The:0ld
Wizard." Translated by Diana Pykeo Boston° :
Houghton Mifflin Company, 1956,

. The Confessions are predominantly concerned
with the administration of finances within the
Reich, but Schacht was a devote Christian (Protes=-
tant) who was against the Reich's church policy.
He spoke openly against the Reich's church.policy,
but his activities in this area are completely"
overshadowed by his concentration on finance,

The work presents a good’ example of a man who is
German by nationality but anti-Reich in ideology,
and the tribulations this dichotomy caused him
in regard to loyalty and, to a lesser degree, the
church,

Schellenberg, Walter, The Labyrinth: Memoirs of Walter
Schellenberg, Translated by Louis Hagen. NeW'
York: Harper & Brothers, 1956, .

Schellenberg wrote dlrect and honest, as well
as intriguing, memoirs., His familiarity with the
S.S, and S,D, set-up gave him the background to
evaluate events in minute detail while observing
the reactions of higher Reich leaders and the
entire S,5. entourage, Many detalls can be added
to the circumstances surrounding the death of -
Heydrich and the disclosure of the German Western -
invasion plans to the Allies, He often delves
into the attitude of Hitler, Goebbels, Himmler,
Heydrich, Bormann, Canaris, and himself toward-
the Church, Very good., Very interesting,

Warlimont, Walter. Inside Hitler's Headquarters, 1939--
1945, Translated by R, H. Barry. New York: -
Frederick A, Praeger, 1964

Particularly good for an examination of the
development of Hitler's war plans. The work
includes the dialogue of conversations between
Hitler and other important personages in the
Third Reich, Very few passages relate to German
regard for the Vatican, but these are guite
important.

Weizsgcker9 Ernst., Memoirs of Ernst ven Weizsacker.,
Translated by John Andrews, Chicago: Regnery,
1951,

The former German Ambassador to the Vatican
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presents an apologetic and distorted account of
his activities, He discusses only the periphery
of the great events that surrounded him, There
is much discrepancy between Welzsaecker's account
of his activities and information found in the
German documents and other memoirs, Still, he
adds much detail to major events {(e.g. the
Maglione letter in 1943) that had been obscure
before,

SECONDARY SOURCES

Bullock, Alan, Hitler: A Study in Tyranny. Completely

Revised Edition., New York: Harper & Row, 1962,
The study is a definitive biography of Hitler

and ‘interweaves most political development in
detail; But, as Bullock points out, the regime's
attitude toward the churches does not fall within
the scope of the book. A fine source for study-
ing the background to the ReichmVatican conflict

Cochrane, Arthur C, The Church's Confession Under Hitler,

Philadelphia The Westminster Press, 1962,
Cochrane devotes his work to Protestantism but

shows the degree to which it and Catheclicism were .
involved together in the struggle against German
suppression of religion. The most useful material
is concerned with the Catholic opposition within
Germany. One of the author's conclusions is that
the two Churches worked together effectively. i
This thesis is contradicted by the Dodd Diaries
and Hitler's claims, in Conversations, that it
was a brilliant maneuver to keep the two from
working together, ' .

Colvin, Ian, Chief of Intelligence, London° Victor -

Gollancz 1951, "
Colvin places his emphasis on Canaris's oppo-

sition to Hitler, Much of his evidence relies on
circumstantial evidence and speculative thought,
Canaris'is encounters with the Vatican are mentioned,
but in such general terms as to be nearly worth-
less,
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Deakin, F, W, The Brutal Friendship: Mussolini, Hitler,
and the Fall of JTtalian Fascism., New York: Harper
and Row, 1962,
Deakin‘*s work is one of the most scholarly
studies available on the relationship between
Hitler and Mussolinli, Many documents not else-
where published are included,

De Launay, Jacques, Secret Diplomacy of World War II.
Translated by Edouard Nadier, New York: Simmons-
Boardman, 1963,

Relates briefly to the surrender negotiations
caﬁried on by Dulles and S.S. General Wolff in
1945,

Gilbert, G, M, The Psychology of Dictatorship: Based on
- an Examination of the lLeaders of Nazi Germany.
New York: The Ronald Press Company, 1950,

Here is found much information concerning the
attitude of German leaders, particularly Papen,
toward Catholicism, The work is most important
to this subject because it helps the reader to
understand the influence the psychological back-
ground of the leaders had on their policy making
capacity during World War II, Since many of these
men were Catholic, their religious environment:
as children is part of the explanation of their
ambivalence toward Catholicism as adults, Curi-
ously, ambivalence toward Cathelicism is quite
characteristic of the leaders of the Reich,

Goris, Jan-Albert, Belgium in Bondage, New York: L, B.

Fischer, 1943, ' .
A pro~Belgium chronicle that examines the

German occupation of Belgium and the Belgian
resistance, Very interesting reading but short
on specific details, No mention is made of the
Vatican although a great deal of space is given
to the Catholic clergy., Good for getting the
feel of the period and the Cathollic resistence in
churches and unions,

Graham, Robert A, Vatican Diplomacy: A Stud} of Church
and State on the International Plane., Princeton,
New Jersey: Princeton University Press, 1959,

A well-=researched documented tracing of Papal
diplomatic machinery from the fifteenth century
on, There is concern for the legal ideas behind
the internationality of the Church, particularly
in regard to the United States and the Soviet
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Union., This dispassionate study suffers from the
lack of available sources in the Vatican and national
archives.,

Halecki, Oscar., Eugenio Pacelli: Pope of Peace, New York
Creative Age Press, 1951, '

A very good work which examines the trials and
tribulations of Pius XII in detail and adds much
interesting, fully developed information to many
of the obscure incidents that occurred between:the
Reich and the Holy See., However, it is, as the
title suggests, quite biased, Many of the opinions
set forth by the author are grossly incorrect if
one- is to believe the German documents. All in
all, a very interesting-book but open to a great
deal of debate,

Heiden, Konrad. A History of National Socialism. Trans-
lated by Ralph Manheim. New York: Alfred A. Knopf,
193'50 ' ' ’

A detajiled examination of National Socialism,
and its aims and actions particularly in 1932-33,
There is useful discussion about the problems posed
by the specifiec demands of National Socialism in
relation to the German Catholic Church and the’
ideoclogical conflict precipitated by the Concordat.
The broader, diplomatic picture which concerns: the
Vatican is not discussed.

Hochhuth, Rolf. The Deputy. Translated by Richard and

Clara Winston, New York: Grove Press, 1964,
Hochhuth presents a morality play which cari-

catures the motives of Pope Pius XII during the
Second World War, A compound of fiction and fact
is rendered more valuable by the author's "Side-
light on History' which documents much of the work,
Moral issues abound

Lehmann, L, H, Vatican Policy in the Second: World Waro

New York: Agora Publishing Co., 1946,
Lehmann's work is of no merit concerning the

German attitude, Although a Catholic priest, his/
thesis is that there was a Jesuit conspiracy to -
spread Catholic political totalitarianism through-
out national totalitarian governments. His con-
clusion that the Church is disregarding its
spiritual mission and becoming dedicated to po-=

litical ultramontanism deserves consideration.
!
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Lewy, Guenter. The Catholic Church and Nazi Germany.

New York: McGraw-Hill Book Company, 1964,

This is the most comprehensive and well-done
work available on the relationship of the Nazi
hierarchy to the German Catholic Church. There
is' also much information on the German attitude,
both individually and collectively, toward the
Vatican, However, it is mainly concerned with
the internal Church, Lewy makes use of a great
amount of unpublished material and his sources
are generally unimpeachable, It is a well-
balanced, objective work, Lewy not only made use
of unpublished Foreign Ministry material but
gained access to many diocesan archives which con-
tained communications to and from the Holy See,
Finally, he held personal interviews with many of
the important surviving personalities., His con-
clusions are, of course, open to discussion,

Manvell, Roger and Fraenkel, Heinrich. Dr, Goebbels:- -

His Life and Death., New York: Simon and
Schuster, 1960,

A portrait of the career and character of
Hitler's Minister for Propaganda and Public
Enlightenment. It is a biography based upon
letters, diaries, and the oral testimony of
.those who knew him, Not a definitive biography,
but it helps to understand the man, Nothing on
the Church that cannot be found in better sources,

Namier, L. B, Diplomatic Prelude, 1938-1939. London:
Macmillan & Co., Ltd.,, 1948,

Peers,

Inter-relationship of the Vatican with any
power is mentioned only in regard to Mussolini
and then is very brief, This is a very specific
work which is valuable for its delineation of -
events immediately prior to the invasion of
Poland,

E, Allison., The Spanish Dilemma. London: Methuen
& Co,, 1940,

Peers is predisposed to favor Spain and wrote
in 1940 which was very close to the subject, The
work is couched in generalizations, as was the
intent, which show the extent to which Catholicism
and Russia influenced the possibility of a German-
Spanish alliance, It is valuable for this study
in that is shows, to a degree, the problem Germany
faced with Spanish Catholicism and therefore with
the Vatican,
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Ritter, Gerhard., The German Resistance: Carl Goerdeler's
Struggle Against Tyranny. Translated by R. T,
Clark. New York: Frederick A, Praeger, 1958,

An excellent account of the German Opposition
which includes information on the relationship: of
the Opposition to the Vatiecan, It is clearly
pointed out when and how the Vatican was used to
‘make contact with the WeStern Powers concerning
peace overtures, Of course, much of this is in
the realm of conjecture as there is little documen-
tation, but Ritter was in a position to observe
and talk to the individuals involved, Quite
detailed.

-Schwarz, Paul, This Man Ribbentrop., New York: Julian
Messner, Inc,, 1943,
A biography and character study of Hitler's
‘right hand man in foreign affairs. Amusing and
"superficial, Schwarz holds the diplomatic »
amateur Ribbentrop in contempt.

Selde89 George, The Catholic Crisis., New York: J,
Messner, 1945,

A good examination of the degree to which
Catholics and the Vatican influence politics, the
press, and politicians among other things. Parti-
cularly good for this study are the two chapters:
"Who Speaks for the Church?--Coughlin,." and
"Church Pressure in Politics." The first chapter
mentioned attempts to decide how much bishops,
etc.,, reflect Vatican opinion. This work concerns
the United States to a large degree, but European
problems are intertwined, :

o . The Vatican: Yesterday -~ Today - Tomorrow.
New York: Harper and Brothers, 1934,

Here is presented a panorama of factual Church
history complete with the workings of Vatican
personnel, An honest picture of Vatican influ-
ence on spiritual and political 1life :through 1933
emerges in a comprehensive narrative, Judicious
comment accompanies examination of the Church as
a temporal entity,

Shirer, William L, End of a Berlin Diary. New York:
Alfred A. Knopf, 1947,
Another of Shirer's biased looks at internal
Germany, He looks briefly at a few of the minor
German leaders who were devote Catholics, but no
light is thrown on the German attitude, Gener-
ally of no value to this. study,
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Thomas, Hugh. The Spanish Civil War., New York: Harper
& Brothers, 1961,
Probably the best secondary work in the field
Thomas discusses the role of the Catheolic Church
in Spain and often touches upon the German attitude
toward the Church during the Spanish Civil War,
This work is complex and demands close readingo

Trevor-Roper, H., R. The Last Days of Hitler. New York

The Macmillan Company, 1947,
" Trevor-Roper's book is a day by day account

of the period from July 20, 1944 to the end in
May 1945, He never fails to draw conclusioens. but-
they are sometimes rather shaky., The Church and
its role in the negotiations for surrender is not
mentioned, However, the work is valuable in that
it minutely examines the situation in Berlin at ,
this time, o

Warmbrunn, Werner, The Dutch Under German Occupation,
1940-1945, Stanferd, California: Stanford Uni-
versity Press, 1963,

A good account of the Nazi directives issued
and the Dutc¢ch reaction. Examines the entire Dutch
resistance movement and devotes one chapter to
the churches, Not greatly detailed, but it covers
the area comprehensively,

GENERAL WORKS

Delaney, John J, Dictionary of Catholic Biography.
Garden City, New York: Doubleday, 1961.
Delaney has compiled biographies of many
Catholics for a long period. The compilation
does not include all of the prominent German
bishops for the 1933-1945 period.

Dill Marshal Jr, . Germany: A Modern History. Ann
Arbor: University of Michigan Press, 1961.
Germany is a survey book which offers little
detail. A broad picture emerges which is useful
. for préliminary work in this field, Considering
the general nature of the survey, Dill has handled
the problems of the Catholic Church very well,
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Hitler's Europe Survey of International Affairs, 1939- .
- 1946, Vol, IV, Edited by Arnold Toynbee,
London: Oxford University Press, 1954,

This survey makes a good attempt to include
the subtle as well as the obvious relations
between the Reich and the Vatican, A fine general
view of the era but no detail concerning the.
german attitude toward the Church,

Jarman, T. L., The Rise and Fall of Nazi Germany, New
York: New York University Press, 1956;

‘A short assemblage of the major source !
material available (300 pages) Covers the entire
period but adds nothing new, Jarman does attempt
to show the influence of. the Hohenstaufen's con-
flict with the Papacy on the national character
of Germany,

Shirer, William L., The Rise and Fall of the Third Reichn
Grzenwich ‘Connecticut: Fawcett Publications,
1962 :
A good general history of the Third Reich
The work suffers from anti-German bias and treats
German activities in regard to the Church in an
unrelated and glossy manner,

Wilmont, Chester, The Struggle for Europe. New York:
Harper & Brothers9 1952,
One of the best general sources published for
the World War II period.

ARTICLES

"Bureaucrat8of Death," Newsweek, (October 12, 196h),
57=5

Gurian, Waldemar, "Hitler's Undeclared War on the Catho-
1%c Church," Foreign Affairs, XVI, (January 1938),
260=271,

Maritain, Jacques., "Religion and Politics in France,"
Foreign Affairs, XX, (January 1942, 266-281,
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"Pius XII and the Third Reich," Look, Vol. 30, No. 10
| (May 17, 1966), 34-50, .

Poole, DeWitt C, "Light on Nazi Foreign Policy," :
Foreign Affairs, XXV, (October 1946), 130-154,

Sturzo, Luigi. "The Vatican's fosition in Europe9"
Foreign Affairs, XXIII, (January 1945), 211-221.
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