University of Montana

ScholarWorks at University of Montana

Graduate Student Theses, Dissertations, &

Professional Papers Graduate School

1942

Some chapters in the history of Fort Buford

Levi N. Larsen
The University of Montana

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.umt.edu/etd

Let us know how access to this document benefits you.

Recommended Citation

Larsen, Levi N., "Some chapters in the history of Fort Buford" (1942). Graduate Student Theses,
Dissertations, & Professional Papers. 3613.
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/etd/3613

This Thesis is brought to you for free and open access by the Graduate School at ScholarWorks at University of
Montana. It has been accepted for inclusion in Graduate Student Theses, Dissertations, & Professional Papers by an
authorized administrator of ScholarWorks at University of Montana. For more information, please contact
scholarworks@mso.umt.edu.


https://scholarworks.umt.edu/
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/etd
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/etd
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/grad
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/etd?utm_source=scholarworks.umt.edu%2Fetd%2F3613&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://goo.gl/forms/s2rGfXOLzz71qgsB2
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/etd/3613?utm_source=scholarworks.umt.edu%2Fetd%2F3613&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:scholarworks@mso.umt.edu

SOMHL CHEAPTERS Id THL EIBTORY OF FCORT BUPORD

by

Qﬂ!i~¥an&£§§§§
b, A. Jamestown Cellsge, Jamestown, H. Dnk.
1932

Praepented in partial fulfillrent of the
requirement for the degree of kKas-
ter of Arte.

Mortara State University
1942

Approved:

E E Povett
' Theirmen of B0:Td
W4 Glewaq

of Exaniners

Chairman o3 vosmittee
on Gradunte Rtndy



UMI Number: EP36145

All rights reserved

INFORMATION TO ALL USERS
The quality of this reproduction is dependent upon the quality of the copy submitted.

In the unlikely event that the author did not send a complete manuscript
and there are missing pages, these will be noted. Also, if material had to be removed,
a note will indicate the deletion.

UMI

| Dissartation Publishing

UMI EP36145
Published by ProQuest LLC (2012). Copyright in the Dissertation held by the Author.

Microform Edition © ProQuest LLC.
All rights reserved. This work is protected against
unauthorized copying under Title 17, United States Code

ProQQuest

ProQuest LLC.

789 East Eisenhower Parkway
P.O. Box 1346

Ann Arbor, MI 48106 - 1346



PRLBLE OF CORTHRETS
CHArRAR 2a05
e IBTRODUCELUE o« o o + o o » % « 5 5 s » o « o » = 1
Fort Buford's prefecuBBOorE . 4 o » « o 5 # = & 1

Events leading to the milizsry ocoupstion of the

Upper HIBBOouri + o« « ¢« o « o ¢ = 5 % ¢ = » o 4
1ie SEALBUTIRG THE FURT BUPLRY BITE « o o 5 o« « 2 « « g

110, BULLDIBG YBE PORT 4 o o o o ¢ 2 o ¢ 2 4 2 o o o 2
1V, THY Posvin CORBISSICA 0F 1866 o o ¢ o « « « o o » 19
V. THis RINTER OF 1866787 o o v o + o » o ¢ = o » o ot o]
Vi, POSY ACTIVITIZES = 1BET"69 o o « « « » o « o & » Z2
VIL, THE Hil FOKY o o o o o « « o o » o 2 o s 2 o o & 59
VIII. THAUKKS AT FORY BUFORD @ o o o o 5 o o o » & « 45
14, QEBERAL W. B. HAZHEH AT FPORT BUFORD . . . + + .+ « 3
X, PHE SUMRESDER UF SITTIAS BULL A#D THL OHOPARA BIUUN . 07
XL, SVERYDAY LIFE A? FONT BUFOED . o o o « o o o = « 2l
XE1. FRIENDLY 1SBIAES AT FORT BUFORD o o o o o o o » g
AL1i. LATAH DAYS AT FOKT BUFCRD « o v o o « o o o « & b6
AIV. POHT BUFOHD AB'EDUEED o« o o o o o » ¢ 2 5 a = o 95
XV, BUBT BMUHTER « o o o o o ¢ ¢ « - ~ o o a2 & o ® 518
AVi. BUBLIOGHAFEY + o o o o o o o o & » = 5 o = o = a 17
AFFBEDIGED o o o o o v o ¢ o 0 « o o « 2 2 o o o o s 110



PREFACE

In the study of the great westward movement, which
has occupisd such & major share of our American history, much
sttention has been given to those hardy ploneer civilians
who blazed thelr way through the Indian eountryiin ssarch of
gold, furs, or homes. 4 grest deal has also béQn written
sbout those great Indian campaigns led by Clarke, Harrison,
Jackson, Sibley, Sully, Terry, Custer, ¥iles and scores of
other fawous Indian fighters who harried the red man into
subjection.

¥hiles we should in np way seek to minimige the conw
tributions of those eouragaauévtraii:blazers, we might well
be reminded of the egually 1m§artanz, thouzh less spsctaculsr,
contributions to the wuatuarﬁéprogress made Iy the common
soldier of the frontier farts; His was not a ;lamourocus
task} his everyday contacts with the Indian were taken as
e matier of course, and his skirmishes recelved little
publicity. Hevertheleas, these stalwart men who went into
the 3avaga~inf¢sted regions, hewed logs to build defenses
and living quarters, stood at their poats to ward off the
feroclious Indians, and eseartéﬁ the white settlers as they
pushed westward, are deserving of a generous consideration.

This treatise is devoted to & study of one of these

sentinels of the westward migration. It is in no sense &



ehronological and complete sccount of the history of Port

Buford, Such a treatment would be possible only upon & study
of the post records of the fort, Thess records are located
in the Bational Archives at Washington, D.C, and consist of
some 115 volumes.

The author made an effort to gain sccess to these
records but was informed by the Reference Division of the
National Archives that sach item had té bs examined by a
representative from the War Department before it could be
photostated and sent out. With our nation at war it was
impossible for this department to provide the personnel to
perform this examination. Undoubtedly at some future date,
when national conditions again assume normaley, these records
will be awvailable,

Keanwhile, the suthor has endeavored to present such
chaptexrs of the history of that fort as could be gleaned
from the published sources and such photostatiec post records
as he was rwtm‘ke encugh to receive through the earlier
efforts of Miss Geneva Combes of Sidney, Montana. An effort
has been made to present a& true account of the establishment
and abandomment of the post, the everyday life, struggles and
hardships of its inhabitants, and some of the major incidents
and movements that were related to its history.

It 1s the hope of the author that this treatise =y aid
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in preserving the record of some of ths historic events that
took place at Fort Buford, and that it may in some smell messure
contribute to a clearer understanding and & hkeener appreciation
of the work of those intrepid soldiers who stood wateh at

that lonely sentinel of the Dakota frontier,



I. PORT BUFORD'S PREDECESSORS

Hany years before the Unlted States government begsn
estadlishing military posts on the Missourl river as far
west as the Yellowstone, the vicinity of the junction of
these two rivers was the scens of extensive activity on the
part of the fur traders, As early as 1828 Kenneth Msokenw
zie came up the ifissourl river and began bulldling FPort Union
a few miles above the mouth of ths Yellowstone. For almost
40 years thils fort was the most lmporiant trading post in
the Dakotse. It was here that Kenneth Mackenzle ruled suprems
over a vast domelin and mejestically entertainsd the numerous
dignitaries that ventured up the Miassouri,

But the power of this mighty "Csar® of the Mjssouri
fur trade did not go wnchallenged. Opposition posts by rival
companies were established from time to time only to find
compstition of the umscrupulous Fort Unlon traders too
severs. Of all these cpposltion posts that were built in
this area, the one that made the most spirited challenge
to the Astor fur monopoly was Fort William, founded in 1833
by Willlem Sublette and Robert Campbell,.l

1 Charl
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It was 150 by 130 feet with & stockade fifteen feet
bigh made of cotbtonwood logs.® It was complete with a ware-
house, carpenter shop, blacksmith shop, ilce house, meat house,
and other buildirgs necessary for & welleestablished treding
pastw.é

As soon as the post was completed, the wmen put in an
immense stock of goods, hired popular clerks and interpreters
who had formerly worked for Mackenzle, and energetically set
about sesking to divert some of Mackenzle's half-a-million
dollar fur trads. A period of bitter and vioious rivalery
followed &uring which time the price of beaver skins sosred
to twelve dollars.? But before long the established renown
of Fort Unien prevailed and at the end of the year the post
was abandoned.®

Ton ye#rs later the firm of Fox, Livingstone, and
Company took possession of the post and bullt some adebe
houses farther from the river bank, which they called Fort
Mortimer. The bulldings of Fort William were used aaz store
houses. BSoon the name of Fort William came to be applied to

€ Colonel Clement A. Lounaberry,,.Early Histor: %
akote (Liverty Press, 76 Hew York Ave. N.he, 1919)p.179

S 1bid.
4 Ibid, p. 178
5 mia.
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all the bulldings anc the neme of Mortlmer was dropped. Hows
ever, boing convinced Ly three years of business that it was a
loelin: venture to oppose tie American Fur Company, the firm sold
out to lis competitor in 1846.7

The subseguent history of %art #1lliam 1s obscure and
relatively unimportants. By 1863'it had bsen abandoned completely
as is noted by the fact that Henry Beller, on a journey up the
#¥iseourl in that year, observed that nothing remained of the
fort except "a chimney or two and portlons of the adobe walls“‘a

Fort Union, in the meantime, had also deteriorated with
the decline of the luerativa'fur'traée. After changing hands
& number of times it was finally taken over in 1885 by Hubble,
Rawley, and Company, of which A. 2. 8mith of Chlcazo was th?
head. 7Thia iirm became known as the Horthwest Fur Sampany.J

Such was the sltuation at the Junction of the Missouri
end the Yellowstone, when in the spring of 1864 Captein W. B.

Greer and & company of the 30th Wlsconsin Infantry arrived at

6 Washington Hatthews, 0O.E.D. 0f the Adjutant Gensrals
szias, Rkecord of the Medical Histo f"’ﬁﬁ”?osé {Copy o

7ar Depte. Lyped by LT. Osgood of the Univ. of Minn.)p, 8

7 Frank Harper, Fort Unlon and Its Helghbors (Great
Forthern Rallway) p. 18

8 Honyy A. Boller, Am the Indiars. Bight Years in
the Far ¥%est. 1858«88. (Phi .rillwood , 1008)p.369

¢ Charles Larpenteur, op. cilt., 11, p. 366.



Fort Union o take station at the post,l0

II, EVENTS LEADING TO MILITARY OCCUPATION OF THE UPFER HISSOU

The establishaent of military control of the Upper Missour:
can be properly said to have begun with the eession by the Sioux
Indiens to the United States government in 1888 of most of thelr
land lying between the Missouri and the Big Sioux rivers,ll
After thils event, several major developments contributed to the
m;.fessity of such military occupation.

Fievst of s8ll the opening up of this territory to the
white occupation gave impetus to an influx of settlers who immedi~
ately began to aglitate for territorial status, The result of
this agitation was that the territory of Dakota was established
in 1881, an event which in turn attracted atlll more settlers.
The Dakota territory was indeed getiing a fair start toward a
relatively apesedy _settlmt when the whole movement came to an
almost abrupt standstill by s sudden outburst of Indian activity.

The Indians had watched the penetration of the settlers
into what they stlll consldered their mmting ground with growe
ing concern. When the discovery éz‘ gold 1in Hontana and Idaho
brought countless numbers of gold-seskers scurrying across the

10 ®general Alfred Sully te ' o
ra. ully to Headquarters®, Augz. 18, 1964
Ihe War of the Ribelli Official Ew%, of the ’% on ’% ’
federate Am 83 ahin }  Government Printing 0ffice g&n »

11 ¢,J.Kappl - ~ and
. pler, Indlan Affairs, laws Treaties, (2
volumes, Washingtons Government Printing Office, 1. . ?‘;8-80
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pleins and invading territory which they rightfully claimed
as thelr own, they became duly slarmed. The first serious
blow fell in 1862 with the frightful massacre of the settlers
slong the upper Minnesota river. Then, as had cccurred after
every Indian uprising throughout the history of the westward
movement, the hue and ory arose for retaliation and military
protection againat the brutal aa:ngzss

In the sscond place, with the Clvil Wer in progress,
the attention of the War Deparitment was attracted to thse Upper
Hissourl by resorts that the employees of the Fur companies
in that region were largely Southern symgathizara‘EB

Thirdly, alarming susplcions were circulated concerning
alleged activitles by the Canadlans in ineiting the Indians
to resist the white man's invasion of thelr land,13

Thus, the need for protection of the settlers, the
demand for proteciion of goldeseskera to Hontana, together
with a desire by the War Department to investipate the slleged
activities of Southern sympathizers and Canadians prompted
the United States government to take steps to plsce the northern .
plains under military superviaion.

12
Mella &ﬂ’liw ntie: Sta
ing Co., Helena, Mont,, 1943 FW-M (state Publish~

13 rvia.
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A new military area, known az the Division of the North-
west, was organized with General John Pope in commend,’¥ In
1866 still closer superviaion was made poasible by the establishe
ment of the Departmont of Dakota with General Alfred H. Terry
in command.t®

Military sctivity was also bsgun. OGenerals Henvy H.
8ibley and Alfred Sully were ment on their sxpeéitiana in 1863
and 1864 to sweep the hostile Indians off the plains. A speclal
eemﬁany of Wisconsin voluntsers was stationed at Fort Union in

the spring of 1863 under the command of Captain W. B, Oreer B

¥hile these temporary steps were being taken, the gues-
tion of permanent Indisn pollicy was being worked out. The
problem of protecting the settlers along the eastern parta
of Dakota was comparatively easy. The chief concern of the
War Department was what to do about the immigrants to the
Montana gold flelds, who were passing through territory
that the Indlans held by right of treaty., After a careful
atudy of the situation, both Gensrsl Pope and General Sherman

Ibid Pe 112,
15 *peport of Lieutenant General W. T. Sherman®, Annual
g;?art or tha Secretsry of of War, Ex, Doce 1, 39th Conge, Eﬁ 8083.,
1ﬁ



weres oconvinced that, while the polley of protecting these
migrants would involve serious difficulties, it was neverthe~
less necessary.t?
In accordance with this opinion, General Pope, in

letters to Sully and Sibley in 1864, outlined his plan for
the construction of forts along the northern plains, One was
to be locsted st Devils Lake, one on the James river, one on
the Kissouri, and & fourth on the Yellowstone,l8

As soon as spring came in 1864, Sully began to cmrry
out & portion of this plan., He built Fort Rice to guard the
Upper Missourl and made plans to bulld one on the Yellowstone
during his sumner campaign. His plan, however, was dilsrupted
when upon reaching thaf river, he learned that the stesmer
Islend City, which carried the mejor share of the squipment
for building the fort, had been wrecked,l® The remsinder
of the material that he had planned feor this pcst be deposited
at Fort Union with the obvious intention that 1t would be used

for the construction of a fort nesr that point at some future
date 20

-7 ”Po;m Letter to Ool. J.C.Keltow," The War ihe
Rebellion; ia Xaa af’gha ﬂnion &né ~ era‘
Serdes 1, Vol, IT, p= 2 v

18 Phe War of the Rebelllion; Official Records of the
Union and CoR¥edETa¥s KFmIES, SeTI8E T, VoI: XXXIV, TaFE TT pp.100-

19 "Report of General Alfred Sully's Expedition of 1864", 7
warlzg the Rebsllion; Official ... Armles, Series I,Vol. XLI, Part
Pe -

20 ThtA [y S A
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As time went on plans were made for the tuilding of more
poats. In his report aif March, 1866, General Pope proposed &
number of other forts, amng then being one nesr Port Enismga’
The policy of the War Department in respect to the exbension
8f military econtrol of the Upper Mlssourl area is reflected in
General Shermants Ammal Report of 1866, in whlch he stated:
®*Tn the Department of Dakota, I propose that General Terry shall
make the Mizsourl river as safe to boats as. possible, and that
ha shnll open and protect the new routeo from Mnnesota to Montw
ana, and afford the stages and wagona that travel thet long
route all sssistance in his power".?® In accordanse with this
policy Fort Wadsworth had been bullt in 1864, Fort Dakota in
1865, &nd in the years 1886-67 the four forts, Ranaom, Totten,
Buford, and Stevenson were established as lonely sentinels in
the heart of the Indlen country to gusrd the westward migration
across the Dakota plains and to witness the gradual but certain
dissolution of thoss proud and savage rulers of the plains,

21 House Ex. Doc. 78, 39th Congs, 1st sess., p. 9.

22 'Raport of Lieutenant Genaral W. T, Shermsn, Nov. 5,
ﬁse’as gp Report of B%gm_et ¥ar, Hs Ex, Doc. 1, 39th Cong.,
L ¥y -



CHAPTER IT
SELECTING THEE FORT BUFORD SITE

When General Alfred Sully arrived at Fort Union on
August 17, on his return from his militsry expedition of 1864,
he found the fort “an old dilapidated affair, almost falling
to pleces’s! After repairing 1t enough to make it habitable,
he had Major Van ¥inder of the innesota troops, who had been
assigned as topographical engineey, survey and mark out the
military reservation for a fort which was later built and
called Fort Buford.® He then left Fort Union egain in charge
of Captaln William H. Greer and hls company ‘ef 30th Wisconsin
Infantry untll the next SO .S :

Although General Sully ias generslly given the credit for
selecting the slte of Fort Buford, his swrvey at the tims does
not appear to have received much official recognition. This
is evident from the fact that Colonel D.B.Sackett, while on
a tour of inspection of the upper Missouri region in 1866,
devoted some space in his repert? to peinting out that Fort

18541 *General A1fred 3&11j'8 Letter to Headquarters®,
]

vf.v . XLI, %t%z oEe 1A

213 ,

Lieutenant Coloncl John Pattee, "Bakota Campsai
South Dakota Historleal Collections tsa'vamw- gm ’
DRIty 9T !

Augg
don; Officlslecehruies, Sorles'I,

o e

3 !&,
port of Generel Alfred Sully's Expedit "
ope. cit., p. 149, 7 ion of 18647,

4 M‘ Bx. Dnan. 0% +» ar enie =«
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opposite and a little below the mouth of the Yellowstons
River®.’

The fort was surrownded by & welletimbered plain
covered with a dense undergrowth of willows and shrubs. The
principsl timber for bullding purposes was cottonwood. ¥orth
of this plain, which extended out from the river about two
miles, was a one to four mile strip of prairie which abounded
in ssge brush and cactus. This prairie extended back to
what was called the "bad lands®, consisting of a succession
of barren hills, or "buttes®™, averaging from two to threse
hundred feet In height. These hills extended about 6 miles
north, beyond which there was a rolling preirie.B

It is interesting to note that the officlel reports
from this fort and vieinlty generslly observed that the land
was not arable. General P.H.Sheridan made the following
observation in that respect: "The surrounding country of
Fort Buford is not arable and is badly watered. Occaslonally
elong the river strips of land are found capable of producing
corn and vegetables. Garden at the post, and good vegetables

7 Capt. W. G. Rankin , Ops Cite ps 1.
8 Gen. Te He Sheridan, OPe Cltey pe 23,



can be raised if properly watered. Soll alkaline, »o
The fort was named Buford in honor of Major Geners

John Buford, who served in many ma jor engagesments during the
Civil ‘?Iar«m

9 Ibid, De. B. Sackett exgrssseé & not too favorables opinion
of Dakota In general when he wrote: %The more I see of Dakota
the more I am convineed the govermment should donate every foot
of 1t to the Indians, and the Indians should be well recompensed
in addition, Al they agree to remain end live within its borders.”
House Ex. Doc. 23, 39th Cong., 2nd. sess,., p. 46.

10 gept, W. G. Rankin, op. cit. John Buford saw frontier
service in Texas, New Mexlco, a m He distinguishﬁd hime
s8l1f as regimental quartermaster in the Sim W gn of 1865 and
in an expedition into Utah s few years latex. brough the efforts
of General John Pope he was appointed Brigadier General in 1862
and took command of a brigads of cavalry. He performed effeo-
f:ive service during the Civil War in the Manassas Campalgn and

t Geibymburg. At one time he was severely wounded and at first
raporﬁsd dead, While engaged in msneuvers in Virginia, his health
failed and he died shortly after in Washington in 18863 with the
commission as M¥ajor-General., (Dictionary of American Biography,



CHAPTER II1X
BUILDING THE FORT

The aite had no sooner bsen selscted than the men,
armed wlth sxes, set about constructing the fort, Except
for the necessary guerds, all the troops were put to work in
order to get the guarters completed before the arrival of
winter, Within a few days the shrill whir from the sawmill
echoed through the woodland and across the prairies as the
troops were busily preparing the cotionwood logs for the
bulldings. It was soon found that the water from the muddy
Kiszourl contained too much sediment to be used for engi--

neering and general purposes, For this reason and for the
sake of convenlence, & well some 35 feet deep was dug

close to the sew-mill. Steadily tbroughout the months of
June and July the soldlers toiled "without the variety of

interruption or incident”.l

1 Capt, W, G. Rankin, Letter to Gan, engo
Thomss, Dec. 31, 1866, Records of the War pax'tmnﬁ s De
p =2 f‘t 1 ﬁféresang to observe in thls conmection that
while Rankin mentions nothing whatever about the pressnce
%f” Iéuﬁam during the first two monaﬁgs, Je¢ Me Banson in his
- onguest of the Miss 1, psge 32-5, makes the following
observation about the soﬁi‘em that built Fort Buford: "The
second night after their arrival the Indians attacked ths
camp, but after a sharp fight, in which one soldlier waa
wounded, they were repulsed. Zhe next day the Indians
unsuceessfa; attempted to stampede the cattle herd, and
throughout the summer secarcely a day passed when there
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on August 1 the first bullding, the storehouse for
the commissary and quartermastert!s stores, was completed. By
the middle of the same month the Commanding Officer's quarters
wers occupied. So intent was Rankin upon strenthening his
defenses and gathering In his winter supply of firewcod that
hs mede no attempt to finish the buildings beyond that of
making them barely habitable.? From his slmost feverish haste
to strengthen his defensges, 1t 1s evident that Rankin was
anticipating Indian hostility, if he had not already exper=
ienced 1t. HNor did he have long to wait., On the 18th of
August occurrsd the firat Indian skirmish eoncerning which
he reported.” On that day the Indians attacked and attempted
to drive off the cattle~herd, Although repulsed by the herdse
men, they succeeded Iin getting away with two horses. Two

was not 8 skirmish with the hoztiles. The men kept their rifles
constantly beslde them &s they worked, ready to drop their axes
in an instant and turn to defend thelr lives from a yelling
horde of savages who swept down as swiftly as shedows from
the uplands, circling closs enough to fire & scattering
volley and perhaps pick up a few head of stock, and then
vanishing as they hed come. The men cutting end wefting
building logs at the mouth of ths Yellowstone were so fryee-
gquantly attacked thet a heavy guard had to remein with thenm
conatantly and, even thua protected, three wood cutters lost
their lives befors the winter.®

2 Ibid,,pe 4

S Inid,,p. 3.
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days later a James Finley was killed by the hostiles while
chopping wood three or four miles from the fort.? On Sep-
tember 5 two men from Fort Union were killed while hunting
on the opposite side of the river. A third man in the same
party succeeded in escsping by concealing himself in the
brush,® ‘

In the esrly part of September Captsin Grant Msrash
stopped at Buford on his return trip from Fort Benton in the
steamer Luella.® As the arrivel of a steamboat was sn
exciting event at such an 180late’ plage, Mrs, Rankin, &
young and beautiful Cuban lady, rode down to the river
bank on horseback to meet the boat.e The post was but 2 short
distance from the bank and as there were soldlers between 1¢
and the boat, there was apparently no danger. But a& lurking
party of Indlans discovered her s she was riding back toward
the fort, and sweeping down, endeavored to surround her,

She urged her horsze forward and after a short but desperate
race sucoseded in reaching her husband snd the soldlers who

4 mia,
8 g,

" ..
Je« ¥, Hanson, The uest of the Missourl
the St 02' the Life @‘ﬁg“ Sarn Trent Tareh b
(ChIcage: A, C. NcClurg & COe, p.&
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By thn anﬁ ef August the lieuten&nts' quﬁftsrw wore
completed and & month latar the campany quarters and bakery.
During October and November the laundresses' and mechanics!
quarters, the stables, ths carpenters' and blacksmiths' shops,
the sbtockads, and the bastions were completed, thus ending
the se&sons building progrem on November 25,8

All the buildings were constructed of cobttonwood
except the interpreter's and mechanlc's quartsrs, which were
built of adobes taken from the ruins of old Fort Willlam,®
Ssurrounding the buildings was & rectangular stockade, 320 feet
by 300 feet and twelve feet higha. On the southwest and the
northeast corner were itwo blockhouses, etch twentyeons feet

squere and plerced with four portholes for artillery and
fourteen for musketry. The socuthwest blockhouse was furnished
with a second story to be temporarily used as a guard~house,
surmounted by & look-out thirty~one feet high which commended
an excellent view of the surrounding country. The stookede
was 8lso pierced with holes for musketry and provided with

7 7. M. Henson, op. cit. p. 84,
8 Gag‘k. We Ge mﬂ, Ops © Ef Pe 8e

® James P. Kimball, 0.R.D. of the MP tant Generals
Office Record of Medical His¥ of Foste . « FOPE
Buford TCopy of Dociument Irom %gdffiIas of the UsS.War Depte
typed By Dr. Osgood of the Univ, of Minn. Copy at Hontana
Historieal Library, Helen&) p. 1.
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platforms upon which the soldiers could observe and defordl
the fort without exposure..C On the north side within the
stockade were the Commanding Offlcerts cuarteras 45 by 22
feet and the lieutepants' guarters 38 by 20 fest. On the
south were the stables and cerpenter?!s and blacksmith's shop,
wvhile on the west were the interpreberts end mecchanicls
quarters, the bakery, ware-house and storew-sheds, Imnedlately
cutsilde the fort on the east side was & cattle corrsl surrounded
by another stockade, Aboubt 550 yards sast of the fort was
the sswenlll and near that the 1ae-h@u53.ll

In spite of the toll and hardship involved in thelr
construction, the bulldings as a whole were not very habitable.
This was generally true of all the forts along the Missouri
in the early days. Colonel E. B, Sackett, on & tour of
inspection along the Hissouri in the summer of 1886 reported
ell of them above Fort Randell in a herrible conditiondl?
The bulldings had dirt floors, diri roofs, and no windows due
to the lack of glass and casings. Being erected close to the

10 Rankin,,og.‘cita. Pe S8a
1 gimbell, ops cite, pe 1.
12 "Report of D, B. Sackett Inspectore-general®

Letter of Sece of Ware He Ex. Doce 23, 39th. Cong., 2nd.
BO8Ba, PPs <l=85, ‘ e |
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river on the bottoms, they were liable to be flooded in high
water, while the rains scaked through the mmd roofs and turned
the floors to puddles. The snows drove In betweon the loosely-
1a21d logs, covering the contents of the buildings. The cotton-
wood timber decayed rapidly, mecessitating freguent repairs,
and also bharbored swarms of bedbugs, fleus, and cther insects
in spite of measures taken by the inhebitants to exclude them.
Frobably the most menacing scourge of these early forts was

the rat infestation. It was lmposaible to ksep either provie
sfons or forage from these rodents except in metal containers.
The destruction they wrought was enormous to say nothing of

the personal dlscomfort thelr contirmal presence bro#gh& to

the soldlers, Living wnder such adverse condltions the soldlers

often grew disheartened and careless of thelr personal appeare

81nce, 15




CHEAPTER IV
THE PEACE COMMISSION OF 1868

Dueing the month of August, 1866 while the bullding
cserations at Fort Buford were in full progress, Hariin was
somewhat provoked Ly the srrival of the Peace Commisslion of
1866, officially known as the Northwest Peace Commission,
Being very wmaympathetic with the paclfic endeéivors of these
commisaionsrs,l Rankin reluctantly complied with their reo—-
quest for an armed escorlt even though he was at & leoss to
wndsrstand why it was needed on & steauwbost within the
ranze of the guns st Buford, “unless to strike terror to the
souls of evil disposed Indiasns by the formidable display
of half-a~dozen armed men",2

This pence commigsion was an outgrowth of the commisse
lon thet had been appointed in August of the previous yeay

1 w. B. Rankin, "Letter to Brig. Gen. Lore
ik ig ) A% e HOYe L nzo mﬁm;

Dec., 31, 1866, Records of the War ﬁEEE?Ehont 9ffice of €
Eﬁiﬁtang General, (photostatic copy, s#ee appendix) p. 2.
Eankin iIn his letter has this to say abowt the Commissiont
¥eve that Peace Commission which by its energetic endeavors
in the wrong *irection, by its oxtraordinary promises and
measures, totally at varience and sometimes in direct oppoaie=
tion to the published and establisbed rules and regulations
of the Way Department, has succecded in croating more dise
turbance, dissatisfaction, and finally outright hostilities,
then all the slleged depredations and outrages by the whiltes
since Gen. Sully?ts expedition®.

2
Ibid,
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pose of the Northwest Peace Commission,®
which, armed with u Congressional sppropristien of $20,000.00°,
pot about its negotistions with ﬁs Stoux and mmeocongs
during the summer st Port Sa:is Bat owing to the lastensas
of the season it 414 not gt very far uwp the Eissourl.

In the spring of 1868 the Commission wes divided into
two parts and soms slterstions mede in its persomnel by the
that route.® |

- ———

'S
mmammﬁswhmnmm
by Comdsslioner ¥W. P« Dole to Governor Hewbton Edmunds (1 .-
gﬂa,%}ﬁf&hm&u *In order to secure the peass of
wmmwmmﬁﬁm

mzmu@mmwmm:mmﬁfﬁm
and s@w a9 fixed upon, mu which my
congummnted tevag aﬁ&puhﬁm s governy gy male
in theolyr m‘ﬁbt SOpoPs ﬁ SEArETETY B INnterios.

Ba Exe Dogs Js 59th Conge, it

te m‘i P Ll e g

€ %, P. Dole, "Letter to Gov, Bdmmds, April 6, 1068",
ops Olts Pe376=T7.
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They contracted Captain Joseph IaBargs to carry them
up the river at $300.,00 & day.? Armed with presents and
supplies for the Indiens, they started up the river in the
steamer, Ben Johnson, on what seemed to be more of a pleasure
excursion than a business trip. They stopped at all the in=
teresting points along the way, and whiled away the time
playing cards as the boat moved lelisurely along, making
early stops at night and late starts in the morning,l0

At the mouth of the White Earth river they stoapped to
negotiate with a tribe of Yanktonais Sloux. Against the
protests of Captain lLaBarge, they permitted ths Indisans to
coms abosrd the vessel, Immediately all was confusion. The
Indians overren the boat from stem to stern, elbowing the
passengers eround and making themselves obnoxious in an
effort to provoke hostility. After futilely attempting to
bring the Indians te order for the nesgotiations, the commie-
ssionsre, becoming frightened, slipped away to their rooms
and locked the doors. In desperation, LaBarge, who was left
to cope with the situation, ocut the anchor lines and steamed
out from shore. Frightened by thls movement, the savages

‘ { NI ¢ - ] !
francla P. Barper, s 1OUST VoI. IY, p. 397, (Chitten-
den adds that one’of the commissioners wantes Labaizs be nice

his son as clerk at five dollars per day. Since faBarge had
already hired his orew, he dld not want to go to that additionsl
expenss. Upon the insistence of the commissioner, LaBarge's
price was raised to $308.00 a day and the son employed to



lsaped from the boat and swam to shore,ll

When the party arrived at Buford,l® the post treder
there asked LsBarge for & yawl to oross the river and pieck
wp some furs which some Indians had brought there. Againast
his better judgement the Captain complied with the request.
The traders crossed to where the Indians were walting and
proceeded to buy several hundred robes. Just as they were
abont to leave, however, the Indians jumped upon thes ocoupants
&mmtmmamnmmmof'mmm
IaBarge hastensd to the rescus with his stesmer. One
white was killed and one wounded,lS

At old Fort Unlon the commissioners found Charles
Laprpentour walting for them., He &ﬁ hsen appointed inter-
proter for the Assiniboines. Having arrived there defore
the comnissioners, he hed everything arvanged for the treaty

enjoy the trip with pay,.)
10 Ibid,,p. 397-98,
11 chittenden, ops oite,p. 405.

13 Strangely enough Chittenden makes no mention of
Rankin and his soldlers working on the fort at Buferd.

15 1b1d,, p. 404.
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services as interpreter, ILarpenteur was to get for his child-
ren t. section of the Assiniboine land wheraver bhe chose te
take 1te1® |

With the negotiations ended the queation arose as %o
what to do with the Crows and Gros Ventres who had been
promised passage up the Missouri. As the Ben Johnson was
toc large & boat to go farther up the river, 1t was finally
declded to send them up on the Amanda)

boat which was on lte way to pick up Colonel I. V. !wwa,
whe was establishing & post on the Judith river. This
seemed to be a satlisfactory arrangement and all went well
mtil the Amends wes boarded by Colonel Reeve at the mouth
of the Milk river. He immedliately put the Indians ashore
with a1l the property and goods they had received from the
ocomui ssioners, turned the boat around, and ssiled down-stresam.
Much to thelr anger and @lsgust the Indisnas found themselves
in the wilderness with no alternative but to walk the re-
maining distance to their camp on the Musselshell.Z0

80 incensed wers they at this treatment that they
tore up their treaty, destroyed their presents, snd vowed

1g Ibig

20 enittenden, sit. ps 405. See also *mpm of
the Northwesterm mléga opmission i:a the sitmx of ths Yp
Hlssourl, Aug, 28 Ee- of of Interior ,
%’m h 59%1‘1 i MSS., ?h .
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that they would "fire on every boat going up the rives®

In the meantime a pumber of hoatiles had congregsted
scross the river from Fort Unlon. With the permission of
the commissionsrs the traders from Union had gons to them to
carry on trade. During the barter the traders sexperienced
considerables diffieulty in keseping the Indlang under conbyol.
Ag the trading continued the Indians becams bolder and begsn
to help themselves o what they wanted, When they had been
satisfisd they sent & volley of arrowa among the traders and
left. A man and & boy were wounded.?® After docking for a
day at Buford, the Ben Johmaon startsd down the river. On
Jaly 21 the commissionera remched Fort Berthold where they
gtopped to negotiate with the Indlans there.

Plerre Garreau was the interpreter for the Gros

Ventres there, but as he 41d not speak good English, Larw
penteur had to interpret hia French into English. 2 After

2l gnittenden, gp. cits, pe 405. (Chittenden also writes
mtmcmwms g rge B, Wright, who was on
m, mAnda mﬁeammtarhwhsmdmﬁwmw
up reaty at the Milk river. The re _conflicted
wiﬁx m glowing reports submit by the sion, The
Commissfion finally prevalled upon Wright te nﬁity his report,.)

22 w, B. Rankin « 2

ke, Po 2 (Larpenteur, op.cit.p.
3582, mentions the same \,tsmaegh;ilagsft?ﬁfp
Kemnkimsmmboing wounded and the other ome being
hit by a ball which glanced off his belt.)

£3 Larpenteur, gp. clts, pe, 385,




2%
lengthy negotiations, the Arikara, Gros Ventres, and the
¥andans agreed to cede & portion of land aleng the ¥isgsourl
and grant the right of way for white traffic along that route,
in return for which they were to rsceive specified anmuities.4
There is little evidence to substantliate the claim
that the labors of the Northwest Pesce Commission materislly
improved the relations between the Indlany and the whites,
As a matter of fast none of the agreements entered into were
ever ratified by ths smte.% Consequently, the promised
snnuities were never sent to the Indians., The fallure of
the arrival of these anrmities was another forceful proof
that the premises and agreements mads by the white man were
worthless. This element of "bad faith®™ which ohapresterized
this treaty negotdation ss well es that of msny others was
in no small part responsible for the comtinued hostility
of the red man, Thns, perhaps Rankin wes correct in his
esustic accusation®® as was Larpenteur when he said, "...
the Great Peace Commission was & complete fallure®.27

 Ibid,
26 Ses footnote 1.
27 ILarpenteur, Ope cits pe 383,



PHE WINTER OF 1868=67

As the soldlers wers completing the defenses of the
fort the Indlen attacks began to grow move momacing, It
was fortunate for the little gorrisom thet during the susser
leading up to the Fort Phil Keawry mssssore in an effert
to stop the migration of the whites slong the Bosemmn roads
If such hed not besn the case, it appears extremsly doubtful
that such & bandful of men oould heave withstood the ssvage
stiacks without the protoction of & fort. As early ss
Ootoder, the Sloux hestiles hed begun to arrive on the
less foe of the white man, Sitting Bull, who ismedlately
proclaimed uncompronising hostllitys

In the Intter part of November, Bankin lesrnsd from
& Gros Veatres chiaftaln that from 8500 to 35000 hoatile Stoux
that 1t would soom be unsufe to venture out inte the nesxby
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woodland, the soldlers hastened to gather fire-wcod for the
winter.® In December hostilities began in earnest. A citizen
from Union was athbacked, the sawmill was tampered with, and
the soldiers were awbushed 25 they drove thelr cattle~hard to
water.S In order to &vold ummecessary exposure, s well was
duz inside the stockade wslls which fortumately supplied
amplc water for the needs of the zavrison and the stock.q‘

On Sundey morning, December 23, the hostiler had talken
poasession of the saw-mill, which was zbout 500 yards from
the fort, from whence they started firiang et the fort,B
They were scon 4l5lodged by the artillery but on the follows

ing morning appeared in the same nopltion, this time making

2 Maria Drace K‘é}gball A S 1 =Doot ,,
W_g Pe Eimball, Iate ILogaé and Assistant Sur
. Se g_;m:_i%ougﬁtan Mifflin Co., Boston, 1

3 Ibid.

a
Jaries Po Kimball, 0.R.De of the A40,0s Record of
the Medleal Hilstory of ?os%;g%zf“i§§;‘§3§£ aﬁ%&%@;ﬁg:ag,

5 Joasph He Paylor in hls Frontler snd Indien Life
and Kaleidoscopic Lives, (p. 81) has enlarged upcn this episode
as follows: "On one occasion he [Bitting Bull] sellied out
with & force of warricrs and esplured ths saw wmill nesr the
landing aznd vigorocusiy beat time on the huge circular saw
a8 @ drum, adding his own sonorous volce, while his young
braves danced sprightly around on fest me, to the dlsgush
of the bad gunmers admits the gunners were inexpsrie
enced]at the fort who valnly endeavored to turn & corner
on thelr wirth by dropping around them whistling, fuseless
shalls®,
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an sttempt to set fire to the hay~-stecks near the stockade,
Rankin fmmediately put the cannon into action and sent & few
men to encircle the marsufers sround the left, This pro=-
cedure soon dislodged them and they hastily retreated with
their desd end wounded to the cover of the gulltes.®

While they were carrying cut thelr retreat, they
stopped long enough to set fire to the piles of wood which
the soldlers had so palnatakingly gathered to supply thele
winter necds. Upon sight of this Rankin vainly fretted that
the lack of cavalry made it necesaary to astand helplesdy
in the fort and watch the destruction. There seems to have

bewen leck of foresight in not providing these posts with
cavalry. Bankin states in his report:

"With £ companies of well mounted men, I could noct
only have prevented all the mischief snd punished the
audaciocus offenders, but could have atrusk at them in
their camp; & defeat in winter, in camp is dsstruction
to them. I could have so destroyed their lodges and
cayried off o killed thelr horses, as would have
erippled them in their ralds for meny & day., 4s it ia,
they are hovering around, out of reach, watching fop
small parties or individuals, and so far from being :
alarmed, they are simply csutious, and laugh to dexri-
mwwwuw&m the tﬁMMn.Mwa m the soldiery to g», nw”w-ﬂt

ot, or preve: .ludﬁmg puding excursions, withey
soever they chooss to go".

ter thlis December assault on Fort Buford, which was
of sufficlent importance to be recordsd in Heiltman's

6 Rankin, ope cits ps O
7 Rankin, ope ¢it. ps 12. Rankin often misspelled
words, sic "whithersoever".
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Historical Reglster and Dictionary of the United States Army,8
the Indisns went to Fort Unlon where they haed a parley with
the agent of the Northwest Fur Companye. They informed the
agent that they had no hostility toward the traders, but if
the comms at Fort Buford did not allow them to trads fon
sxmumition, they would either dastroy the fort or freeze out
the garrison by cuttlng off 1ts supply of woods  Sitting
Bull then went o the Assiniboine camp about thirty miles

away and sndsavored to enlist the aid of that tribe in an
agsault vpon the fort. But the Assiniboines refused upon
the ground that they had a treaty of pesce with the whites
which they 4id not want to break.l®

Throughout the long winter months the soldiers had to
stand vigll to protect the fort against the savage attacks
led by those daunitless and able warriora, Gell and Red Cloud.
It is reperted that on one of these charges, Gall wes
wounded and left for dead on the f1eld.)l So hostile weve
the Indlmns during this and the succeeding two yeays that

Eankin, ORe cit. pe 12,

10 1pia,.. pe 12,
11

Delorme W. Robinson, "Bditoriel Notes m-
cal Sketch of North and South’ Dakota®, &w% Dakota Hisans

Lollections, (In £1 volumes, Plerre, H
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Major Genersl . 8. Hesncook in his report on Ustobsr 20, 1869
stated: "8o0 frequent hsave besen the assaults npon herds and
people in the vieinity of the poet, and at times, the post
iteelf, that it may be considered constantly in & stste of
Biega“.lg But the undsunted poldiers maintained = heroic end
sugcessful defense without the lose of s soldier except one

13
who died of chronic bronchitis.

12 Heport of the Seoretery of War, House sx. @oc. 1,
part 2, 418t Cong., 2nd. Se8S., D. 48,

13 d. P, Kimbsll, op, eit., p. 3. Leeson states that
eleven months after the establishment of the fort, the entire
gerrison was wiped out by the indians. he also mentions =
report that Rankin shot his own wife rather then permit her
to be captured by the indisns. Trobriend, a Frensh soldier
who served in the frontier ammy in bskotas during the years
1867-69 and wrote 2 book recounting hie experiences, sgserts
that these reports were all felse rumers. According to his
acoeount, communication with the fort had been so disrupted
daring the first winter thet no word wss hesrd from sny of
the soldisrs for many monthe. Conseguently, the rumor spread
in the Esst that the gearrison had beenm anaihilasted., “hen
Spring came, the friends snd relatives of the soldiers st the
fort happily learned that the post wse 8%11l stending and
thaet its occupents were very much slive, K. A. Leeson,
History of Hontens, 1739-85, (Chicago: Warner Beers ond uom-
pany, ] PPDs 19§~§00. LComte Regls De Trobrisng Vie Hili-

teire Vans Le Dekots. (Paris Librairie Ancienne Honore Uhem-
pion, 1626) p. 48,




CHAPTER VI
POST ACTIVITIES 1867~69

When at laal apring game to relleve the severe winter
of 1866~67, weleome reinforcements arrived in the form of
Companies B, B, F, and G of the 3lst Infanitry acoompanied
by Asaistantesurgeon Gemeral James P. Kimball.? With the
command inereased to five companies 1t was necessary to bulld
a new forit. Alter setiing up temporary quariers in tents
beslde the fort, work was immediately commenced under ths conw
tinued command of Ceptain Rankin. Considerable meterial »
was obtained from the remains of Fort Union, which Raniin
purchased from the Northwest Fur Company.. Timber wase also
obteined fyom the river bank thirteen miles above, Most of

the bulldings, however, were bullt of adobes which were mede
neay the fort and were ei‘gaodqmlity}
The men, while working in the woods getting timber,

1 Jemes P, Kimball, OsR.Ds of the Adjutant Generals
office Record of Medical HisTory of Poste Yole 105,

. P. Za (& Typed Gopy of a dooument Trom The Tlles of
ths U,8, War Dept. typed by Dr, Osgood of Univ. of Minn.)
£ .

® Charles Larpenteur, Forty Years s Pur Trader on the
w_{_ﬁasmi {2 volumes, New York: Francis B. Harper, 1308)
'De O9Y, ) '

4 5

of the Steamer Miner on & trip from Sicux
City, Iowa to Port Benton, Montena Territory", gorth Dalota
Historical Collections (In 8 volumss, State Birmters-smt-Printers,
“BISEEYTY, W DERLS;IP06-1925) IX, pe 401, '




wers somstently mmmoyed by Indisns who lurked in the thiche

in the woods in company with thros
Meazkdin sueceeded In Rilling two Inflans ool

it appeara that on one oscasion he also sssumsd the rale of
up Irom 3%, Louls, s trasgedy securped
. Seamingly without provesation, although
sisiuing %o be seling Iin the line of duby, ¥Willies Berry,
while on sentinel duty, shot end killed Oxptain W, D. Speew,
7Oth Royal Rifles, an officer of the Rritish Amey vho Jal
boarded the steamer on his way to 8slt Iake. The body of

e &ﬁmmw&zﬂ!&ﬁ Fort Pufopd to amit
g8 to how to preserve the body, Upon Rankin's rescmmendie
tion the My g placed in & lurge box and covered
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return and subsequently shipped te Europe.® om December 12,
1867, Bvlt Major Francis Clarke relieved Captain Rankin of
his command of the forte’

The ensuing winter was en unusually mild one. Strangely
enough the Indlens made no &ttacks, although frequently send=
ing in notificatioh of thelr lutention to do sma The
monotony of garprlison 1life mmder such circumstances was Yew
lieved by the constant labor of getting fuel and by hunte

ing. For entertaimment during the winter months, a group of
men organized & troupe mh gave & theatrical performance
9

once & week,
In the spring Commander Clarke was relieved by

Llsutenant Colonel A, W. Bowman. PFrom July 25 to September

25, however, Bowman wag absent from the post on detached

service, leaving Bv't Major C. J. Dickey in commend, 0

The summer was accompanied by the ususl Indian hostilitles.

In May, two men, who were hsuling hay, were killed and

6 5 .
He s Chittenden, Fistory of Eerly Steamboat
Bavigation on the Mlssour P of erly Stoanbost
+ Herper, Now ?n‘i'i"}m%”r P AR clumes, Francla
7 |
James Kimball, Os Rs De of the Ay Ge Os Do 3o
8 — S2a le k
Ibide

9
Je Pe Kimball, "Description of Militery Poats®,

Circulsr Nos 4, Doc, 5, 1370, NEGoTas T thS WEF Dept=r—
UTTTOS BT TE Sirgeon General (photostatlc copy) pa. AOS.

10 3. P. Kimball, 0o Re Dy of the A, Ga 0 pe 4.

13
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scalped and their team of mules stolen.il
One day in August the herd of 250 cattle wes grazing
some distance from the fort under the gusrd of twenty-flve

eavalry men, ldenly with hideous yells a lmrge group of
Indlans swept down upon them from the ravines, taking the
men by surprise and stampeding the cattle. The guards trisd
to withstand the onalaught wntil help could arrive from the
fort. The slsrm had been sounded by the look-out at the fort
the first sppearance of the savagess The Infaniry
hastened to the rescue &3 fast az they could run. But by
the time they had covered the mlle and 2 half distance, the
cattle had been driven at top spesd Into the hills, The
Indlana charged the edvancing infantry a8 mumber of times
but were I’epulam.i by musketwiire. In ths meantime the
mounted men had not been idle, Lieutenant Corneliuns Cusick
with eight mounted men made & gallant charge, He soon found
himself swrrounded by Indians whe, in ‘thelr sagerness to
kill an officer, bad singled him out for theip payticulay
attention. For almost half & mile hs rode at break-neck
speed with the savages riding neck and neck shooting errows
811 around him and striking at him with clubs, By & miracle
he escaped Injury from the barrage of arrows and received

ll mnmm" OPs Eizc‘ P« 3091,



only & few bruises from & cinb. The Indiang gave up the
chase when they got w thin range of the infantry. Between
fifty und sizby cabtle werc re~capiurcd but the other 200
wers driven off, leaving the garrisomn "to facc & winter with
meat once 2  week only, and scant suppiles of milk snd
butter” o+
Ia bue smwme menth another tragedy ocourred. Four

nen, who had arrived from rort Peck, were on thelr way down
to the hay camp eight milies below the [orte. As they werse
ricing along in their wagon they were suddeniy ambushed by
a group of Indians lying in wait in a ravine. Upon the
first Tlre by the atbacikers, the horses were 1lleds <he
men jumped froam the wagon snd ran for cover in a Luffsalo
wallow =nd attempted to hold off tbe Indluns, Alter g
brief askirmlsh toey wers all killed and their bodies were
found a short tiwe aifter by vhe hay naulara,ia tater in the

sunmer & goldler was killed wnlle he, tozether with a

0 - g - - row 7 x .

¢ Waric Brece Kimball, A Seldier-iocicy of our
Arvy, Japces r, Kloball, Yste Colerel and Assisbant Suree~ne
Eﬁnu?a%# Ue B Armay, {(Boston: Joughton Uilrlin Co., 1917)
Pe 4G-B0,

S . , .
| 3. Jeseph Henry Taylor, Frontier and Indlasn Tife and
RKaleldoscopic Tdvee, (Fepublished Dy wocuDWN'S Filtieth
Amnlverssry Comalttee, Washbupn, N, Dak., 1932) p. 79,
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CHAPTER VIX
TOE BEY DR

b Wm eufriclently to furnish comfortable

The rox fort coveped an apea 358 foel in ljength ond
£00 foct In width, 4 18 foot sioclnde oes uile arovnd 1B
on the mest, north, and esst sidess The south side, focing
the river, wus left opens In the centor of the onclosuye
was the parede ground, 4060 by S50 foots The five bulldinge
used as offioors? gwrters wope located along the north
glde of the porede ground.s Too of those mildinco were Hw
woodon structures thet had Deon set up durdin; the Diret
pumnsfe  The other throe were made of adobas, cach
inz siz roome and 8 belluay theoveh the conder, ThoMM

Along the woot side were iho hospitel, sunrdhouse,
and & buildins contelining voth the adjutant goneral's office

—d

l 3-0 ?’ m;&, L ...a oL Bae : b futant Jonemal

. B0, ‘v'.,a LS o
3 a “WW - 3

De Co Sypod bx Pre @sm of the Tnivere

sty of Hinneeota) pe Se




and the library. This latter building hed formerly been
used &s & hospltals 1T was composed of three rooma one of
which was vacante The hospital building had been converted
from & company barracke. It contained a dlspensary, sbtore-
room, werd, bathroom, messroom, and a kitchen. In the ward
wore twelve beds, two lerge fireplscoes, and two stoves whieh
furnished an smple supply of heate. The ward wes lighted with
four windows which proved to be insufficlents The guardhouse
was partly wooden and partly adobes The wooden part was
used {or prisconer's guarters while the other hall served
az the guarderoom. Lack of sufficlent ventilation and light
made it 1lleadepted to comforteble habltation.>

The south slde of the parade ground wes bordered by
four company barracks, all bullt of adobes with walls
seventeen inches thicke The roofs were made of boards
covered with dirt. Each barrack was 124 feet long and 24
feet wide. With only three small windows in esch, the
buildings were dark and gloomy places with the bunks arranged
in three tiers, e&ch tler accomodaiting iwo persons. To
add to the discomfort of the soldiers, there was no bath
room or bath faclilities of any kind except & basin outside
the barrsock and the mxddy Missouri. The kitchens ad joined

Ibid,
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the sleeping querters end consequently commmicated all the
sooking odors, sugmenting or dlstrecting from the comfort
of all the occupants in accordance with the particular
menu for the day. Each barrack was divided into four parts:
the first sergeantfs room, the cuerters, the mess room, and
the kitchen.?

Trmedistely eest of the parasde ground were the fifth
company barrack, the commissary storeroom, and the quertere
mesterts storeroom. Along the east side of these bulldings
was a street twenty feet widey DBordering this street on the
cpposite side from the storercoms were the corral, stables,
granaries, blecksmith shop, butcher shop, bakery, and
magazine., The stables were large, well-constructed, wooden
bulldings of whileh there were two In number, ¥Next to the
stables was a corrsl 250 feet square., The magazine whioch
was built of stone® had one window and & door made of iron.
It was wndoubtedly the best constructed building at the fort
since it 1s the only one remaining today in 1ts original
forme All the bulldinge except the magarzine were poorly
constructed. This 1s evident Prom the fact that in 1369

some of the buildings were already cracked and falling dﬁlﬂ«s

Ibid,

5 Colonel Samel B. Holabird, "He
ga 3« Ho. . eport of a Recomnole-
sance made in the Department of Dakota, Oct. 15, 1889%,

Letter of the Sscretery of War, Ex. Doc. 8,418t Cong. 34 seas., p.9.
§ 114,
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CHAPTER VIIX

As nobed in an carller chapter, the Interests of the
old American Fur Cempany had been faken over by ihe lubvle,
Bawley, and Company ln 1368, aftcr which time it was called
the Northwest Fur Company. Shortly thersalter another trange
asction took place wherein the holdings were acquired by tue
firm of Durfee and Peck, who placed Charles lLarpenteur in
charge of the pastal

E«Ethﬁl A. Collings, "Ploneer Experlences of Horatlo
H, Larned™, Collections of the State %é::orical Socisty of"
North Dakota, (15 8 volumes, state Bi 8 and rrinters,
, Ne DBX., 1806«25)VII, pe. 29. :
Also "Blography of 0ld Settlers", Collectlons"ees
nak@taa X Ps &ﬁ; . Hist - ta 1739

0y Me A. Leeson, Hlstory of Montana, 1758-35,

{(Warner Beers and Co., 1886) p. "Tﬁ"'. '

Concerning this there is dlsegreement with Iarpenteur's
account, His version is as follows: ™In the spring I
went to 8t. Louls and made arrangements with the firm of Durfee
and Peck te take charge of Unilon, in opposition to the Northe
west Company. %e reached that place on June 19, 1867.
According to the request of the gentlemen of this company and
contrary to uy knowledge of the affelrs of the concern, I
srected an adobe store, 90 feet by 20 feet.” During the summer
Rackin purchased Fort Unlon. The Northwest Company moved
down and bullt et Buford. Finding that all the business
would be at Buford, Larpentsur abandoned hile stope August
10, %At this place I had to oppose the military sutler and
the Northwest Company. In spite of this I tradede..." He
makes no mentlon of Durfee and Peck taking over the Northwest
Company .
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During the summer of 1367, while bullding of thes new
fort was in progress at Buford, it became svident that that
site would hensceforth be moye sultable for trading. Accord=-
ingly, Larpenteur sbandoned his store st Fort Unlon and moved
his supplies to the new post where he built a new store of
logse Aocording to his own report he condusted a $5000

businesa for the company during the ensulng year, trading

"2000 buffalo robes, 900 elk hides, 1800 deerskins, snd 1000
wnlves'.g However, in spite of completing what he considered
a successful year of business, ™ jeslouse, and melicicus reports®
ware circulated about him with the result that he wes dip=
charged by the compesny in the following spring.’ Nothing
daunted, he lmmediately set ocut for the States, where hs
purchased a complete trading outfit of his own and on the
18th of August returned and set up sn independent business.®
In the meantime the United States govermment had made
& mumber of changes in the regulations concerning the
traders at the military posts. It had been customsry for
every army camp or post to have an army sutler who conducted
a trade of miscellaneous articles among the soldiers. These

€
“ Charles Lerpenteur, Foriy Years & Pur Trader on the

r Missouri, (2 volumes, Ne¥w York, Franols . Harpsr.
If, P 355. Ed. by Elliot gcuaa: ’

S Ibid., pe. 390.

4 zbmg; Ps 390,
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sutlers socon found the Indien trede so profliteble that they
sttempted to monopolize it by cleiming exclusive right to
carry on 81l the trade within the 1limits of the post., 1In
scma instances they succeeded in metting the regularly
licensed tredsrs to cive up their bvsinﬁﬁﬁ.s Complainta
concerning these irreguleritles socon reached the halls of
Congress. Conseqvently, when the army eppropriatlen »ill
was passed in July 28, 1866, a section was Inserted abolishw=
ing the office of army sutler iIn the army and at military
posts snd suthorizing the subsistence depariment "to furnish
suich artieles as may from time to time Le designated by the
inspectors—penerel of the army*.e By its own provision this
a&ct was not to go into eoffect wntil July 1, 1387,

On HMarch 30, 1867, before this law had become effsge
tive, & resolutlion was adopted by Congress authorizing the
Commanding General of the Army to permit traders to remain
at certain posts as he saw flt., These traders were not,

however, to sell any soods to the cnlisted men. They were

5 "Report of the Commisslconer of Indian Afrairs®,
Report of the Secretary of

£ Interior, House Ex. Doc, 1
ONfey 20 8050wy De 17~10e ?

€ George P, Sanger, Statutas at Large and Procla=-
mations of the Bnited States oW T

Brown and Co. 1371) X1V, Cha) Qﬁ. 559, c. 25, 8gth Gang.,
lst sess,, p. 340,
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to provide solely "for the asccomodatlon of emigrants, {reigh-
tera, and other citizens", snd were under proteciion and
willtery eontrol as camp followera.’ When this aet went into
effect on July 1, 1867, Charies larpenteur succeeded in getiing
g trading license Irom Genersal We S. Hancook. As an indepsn=
dent trader he soon attained popularity with the soldiers by
using the old technique of price cutting. He had such a
flourishing business that in the spring he agaln went east
and brought basck a still larger supply of goods, All went
well with bim until Pebruary of 1870 when he broke his
thigh bonee 1In spite of this misfortune, a few months later
he went to Omaha and bought out the firm of Richard Whitney
end Company. Being & regularly licensed trader with &
prospsrous business, Larpenteur permanently established hime
solf and his family at Fort Buford and prepared to enjoy his
prcaparity.s

But his pood fortune was shortelived. In its army
appropriation blll of July 15, 1870, Congress hsd inserted
8 ssction ‘hich authorized the Secretary of War to eppoint
one or more traders to carry on the business =t the military
posts. The resolution of 1867 granting nower to the commande

ing general to issue vermiis Lo the traders was repaaled.g

7 ibid,, XV, No. 33, 40th Conge; lst 5083+, De 20.
8 Larpenteur, op. cit., p. 389.
® George P. Sanger, op. cite, XVI, Chapt. CCXCIV,Sec.



47

in accordance with this new power, Secretary of War, Willlem
Belknap, @ppointed Alvin C. Leighton, & representative of
Duri'ee and Peck, as the post trader at Fort Buford.'’ This
act brought disaster to larpenteur and to F. I’y Gerard,
snother independent trader who had set up & Btore at Buford,il
es well as 8l1l the other traders except the firm of Inerfee
snd Fecks

Matters werse made worse by tho fact that Major

General Alfred He Terry, Commander of the Departuent of
Dakota in General Urders No. 21 had on July 16, 18638 declared

10 wpiography of 0LG Settlers®, ope clte,pe 3464

This b11) proved to be the undoing of Secrebary
Helknap., In March 18768 he was impeached for having received
$24,450 during 1870~76 for appointing a certain John S.
Evans to ths poste~tradership at Fort Dille Ths vote in
the Senate came short of conviction largely because some of
tiie memovers valleved him to be oul of their jurisdiction
because he had resigned before the impeachment, There
seoms Lo bs conclusive evidence that payments were made by
Evens to secure immmity from removal but it 1s believed by
many that Belknap's wife had dsimanded and received the money
without his lmowledze.

It 1s suggested by Leeson that Durfee and Peck ins
fluenced the passage of this bill and also the extension of
the milltury reservation in order to gain a monopoly of the
trade, (Leeson, op. ¢lt..p. 199)

L "Biography of 014 Settlers®, op. elte,ps 345,
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a military ressrvation of thirty mlles square surrounding
Fort Bufcrd,lﬁ Pho central point of thias reservation was
to be tre intersccetion of the 104th degree of longliude west
Prom Qreenwich and the 43th parallel of north 1atituﬂe.15
e the area included the Fort Tnilon post and conssguently
foreed all the traders st that pnint out of husiness together
with thome at Buferd,

In Janvary, 1871 the offiesl notice came ordering the
troders off the reservation., However, through the oonalderln
tirn of Lievtenant Colonel Charles C. Gillbers, the eommanﬁing
of flcer of the fort, they wers permitted to remein in business
mtil the arrivel of the regularly apnointed trader., When
Leighton arrived in the spring, the stores were closed and
Laryenteur, whe had fltured go prominently for forty years
in the Tur trade of theé Upper Missouri, left Fort Buford e
broken man‘lg Thus came to an end that long and luerative
ere of independent fur treding on the junciion of the
Mlsscurl and the Yellowstone,

8oon after he had sst up his business a2t Buford,

12
” General Orders No, 21 eadquarters Department of
Dakota, July 15, IB&E, 3L, ‘ﬁau‘ﬁ Hinn,, Reoerds of the Hav

gapaﬁtwant, Viligx;g Pﬁ"a”qnemts and Divisiﬁn&.(“hctoafatie
opY

15 See Aprendix B,

14 Larpenteur. op. clle, Do 304,
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Alvin Leighton was Jolred by W. B, Jordan forming the Leighton
and Jordan firm, 15 which, with miner ehanges was destined to
rerealr 8s the past trading establishment throuzghout the entire
history of Fort Buford, Joseph Ieishton, & brother of Alvim,
was bookkeerer for the £irm,18 Tn 1871 Lelghton and Jordan
haneht ont the inbterests of Durfee and Peck,t’ In addition
£0 thelr store at Pnford, they also had trading posts at
Glendive snd Miles City,18

Whenr the Custer expedition tock place, John Smlith,
the *mst $rader for that evpedition, did not have sufficlent
nood=z or capital to supply his needs., He mede arrangements
to get 8 conslgrment from Jordan and Lelighton, When the
steamboat stopped to plck up the suprlies advanced by the
Buford pertners, Robert Mathews 12 was sent with the exe
pedition to look after the Interests of the firm.20

In order to supply t elr expanding business, Jordan

1B
Usher &. Burdick Tales from Buff Lend, The
Story of Fort Buford, (Baltimore: m&'ﬁeﬂ, 1346)5. 20.

10 wpiographical Sketchies of Korth Dakota | rloneera®,
Collestions of the State Historical Socleby of ?‘cmh Da "kcta
VIl, De 100-10Le

17 IA@&BC!&, Ops Clles e 194,
18 Burdick, op. cita, pe 20.

19 novert Mathows was ewployed in the Jordan and
Leighton store from 1872 to 1877,

20 "Biographical Sketches of North Dakota Pioneers”,
ODe Gita, ps 1.
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and Leighton bad to have tremendous supplies freighted up
the Missourl in steamboats., For the sake of economy they
decided to get & steamboat of thelr owne Accordingly, in
the winter of 1877=76 they had 2 boat built at Plttsburg

which they named the Fe.Y.Bstchslors In the following spring
they employed that noted steamboat captain, Grant Marsh, to

command the boat, and oarry supplles from Bismarek, which
at that time was the western termipnuas of the Horthsmn
Pacific Railway.®t On the first journey from Bismerck to
Buford in the new bo&i, Marsh was accompanied by Alvin
Leighton. Upon arriving at Buford, Leighton learned that
rustlers had stolen fifty of his fat steers which he had
been grazinrg between the Mlssourl and Yelilowstone rivers
Since ths firm had a government contract to furnish the
soldiers with beef, Leighton was very much upset about this
loss. Shortly tnereafter Captain Marsh overheard a cone
versatlon which led him to sx"xspach & group of "wood-hawika® R2
When Leignton was informed of this, he immediately accosted
the suspected ruatlers and bursting wilth Indignation he
roundly siuged them with a tirade of invectives mingled
with threats of arrest, I he had expected them to cower

upon suggestion of acti-n by the law enforcers, he wae

21 o |
Joseph Mills Banson, The Conguest of the Missouri,
(Chicagos A.C.HMcClurg and Cos » 1010) poe 360-88e '

22 "Woodehuwks" were men who chopped wood and stacked 1t
into piles along the river to be sold to the sieamboat captains.
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diasppointed. The "wood-hawks" merely laughed in scorn.
Oaptain Marsh, who had wiitnessed this rash move on the part
of Leighton, drew him aslde and told him that he was making
& mistake, He then outlined another plan of sction whioh
involved getting the suspscts on dboard to play a game of
poker. Marshis plan was to give quietly these men fifty
dollars in one dollar bills as they, upon Invitation, came

aboard to engage in an evening of card-playing. Leichton
relustantly followed the suggestion and a few days later
found the fifty steers back in his herd,2d

In 1789 George Heddsrick of Evansville, Indlans came

to Fort Buford and began working as bookkseper for Leighton
and Jordane In the following year he bscame 2 partner in
the flrm, which Decame known as Lelghton, Jordan, and

Hedderick. Upon the death of the two previous partmers,
Hedderick became the sole owner of the Gﬁmpaﬁyezé At the
time of Hedderick's death 1in 1894, he wasz reported to be
worth $200,000.00, which was left to his two brothers, Clint
.anﬁ Gus,Z® When Fort Buford was abandoned the old trading
post was moved to Williaton, where 1t is still in opsration

by Byron Lyons, a nephaw of the Hodderick's,.=6

2% Danson, oDs clt., 389-392.
24 Purdick, gp. clte, De 22.
25 rbid., p. 22.

26 Buraick, op. ¢lts, p. 24.



CHAPTER IX
OFRFRAL W, Be HAZER AT WORT BUFORD

Cn January 28, 1869 Lt. Col. L. W, Bowman hed heen
succesdsd in command by Captain Thomac Litols.t Fouw
months later the command was assumed by Bv't Brige. Ganersl
F, A. Morrowe® In the year 1571 Lleut. Golcnel C. C. Gilbert
served a term &3 commander and was suceeeded vy “Yeneral W,
5. Hazen 1n 187240
With the arrival of Genersl Hazen, the fort assumed
the unprecedented dignity of having & high ranking military
officer in commend. Hazen was 2 wel) tralned, stern, cone
sclentious, prolessional officer. Hls conceptlon of dis-
cipline is well rcflectod by his own words: "The iron hamd
which 1s just but always firm can alone make soldlers thet
can bs relied u.pcn",4 A conscientious applieation of this

principle soon brought new life and vigor to the fort which

‘L JQ }JG Kitiball Czﬁqlx’ hhﬁ. fm.Ga s hE}COIu ‘@g&ax
ﬁ Qt;o&g ’.)f pﬂ‘i Vﬂi ‘38, LG?{[ TVf(}r(AG ;% Rl g“

% Ivid,

S Usher f, Burdick, Teles from Buffale Land, Ths
Story of Fort luford, n. 16.

4 Dictionary of Americen Biogrephy, VITII, p. 47879,
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st that time was in & somevhat decadent eondition. Nost of
the buildings, havinz been constructed of sadobhes, were In
a state of merious disreneir.S Hazen set about constructing
new ones and removing the stockada,B

| Byt Hagen and Fort Buford were not brought Lo the
atterkion of *he public as rmuch by the material renovation
of ths fori 2a by the polltleal controversies the commander
bacame Tnvolved in., Hazen was & mzn who c~uld not stand
1dly by while thingswre beinz done that he dld not think
ware honest, fair, and just, Moreover, be was mot 2frald
to air his convietlens oubliely, a cuality wiilch caused hlm
to hecome irvalvad in a mummber of difTleulties. One of

nig first tarsets of attnock was the post-trader system that

had wrevalled since 1970.7 ¥e oublisbed hls comments on

the corraption of this system in the New York TribunQ*

Pebruary, 1€, 1872. Althovgh little notice wes taken of
it at the time, four years later it was referred to in Lhe
impeachment proceedinra of Secrotary of Wer Belkmap, and

fen, T, ¥, “:3?56&%,

Zubline 9&&6r¢3t1~n3 0*

Bou in ihe militafy Pivision of the Hissourl O
(ﬂeadquartu;s %11itary DivisIox of llssouri, Eieago, iil ;p.23-
€ puraicyk

?» Oi}u c:’ﬂbtg }3. 184&

7 Ceorge P, Sanger, Statute: st Large and Praclama—

tlons of the inited Stateg of Kmarioa, (Boatom:s —LITEIE
'Bru!n'amdhevw*i@?i+“

mw’ Sec. 22' 41st cangt.
23 sesas.
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Hazen hingelf waes called tc testify in the triala

While he was at Bufsrd, his anger was &roused by the

it

false sbatements published by &he Nortbern Pacific Railroad
Company. Tn I1ts effort to ssll move bonds, this compaay

was clreulat'ns reports of o Ynroductlve peradise” In the
Tolrete Larritory whoers “{ho cliusts wes genlal, and the soll
edrirohly adaptsd to the culllvetlon of gralaq,.“g Unable

to remnirn =llznt while "thousande of poor and ne=dy of ths
crmbry, who ha? oub by the 1ltbtle earnings of a lifetlme

1v: gofe securiblces™, were belug led by false propaganda to

m

Invest In guestionable railirned tonds, be published in the

New York Trlil e February 27, li74 & letter proncuneing a
lerse proportion of thwe lends of this company worthless,

both for agricualiure and as a security.id

8
Congressional Record Q“tﬁé%%§§ §£§ Rﬁgcggdiggg
the Senate Sitt rsr the Trlal o Yo &

»
TU,p. 75 AAth Congs, 18t S008e, HoUSE Report No. 106. prel-ll

9 ¥, B, Hazen, "The Grest Middle Reg,ion of the Tnited
States and 1ts INmited Space of Arable Land¥, A;

Review, No. CCXILVI, Vol, 0XX, rn. 1«34, (7&mea R. Oagood
and Co., Boston, 1875}
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This letter brought General George A. Custer intc the cone
troversy, who immsdiately wrote a protest to this pronounce=
ment saylng that the land was luxuriantly productive. His
artiole was highly featured by the rallread company in the
Mirneapolis Tribune and the Blsmarck Tribune ss the "vine
dication” of this land of paradiatgll

General Eazen counter-attacked with an article in
the North American Review,January 1876 and with the publi-
cation of a book entitled Qur Barren Lands. The Interior

of the United States, west qg_laﬁth.mnridian and saatjggvths

Sierra Nevadas. In these publicationa he described in

detail the climate of this area. He accused General Custer
of basing his rash conclusions on merely one year's obser-
vation during the rainy seasons of 1872 and 1873, whereas hs,
Hazen, had spent eight years in this region and recalled
that only §7.06 inches of ralnfall fell during & six-year
periods PFurther to substentiete his condemmation of the
"barren land" he quoted letters from General Alfred Sully,
Lieutenant W. H. E. Crowsll, and other noteworthy individuals
corroborating his own conclusions. He severely castigated
all the railroad companles of the west and the. Press fop
trying to ensnsre the unwary peoprle by publishing glittefing

11 1v1d,, pp. 12-53.



snd false reports of 2 productive p&raﬂisa,m

General Hazen left Fort Buford in 1877,

12 Ibld., Pps S

13 Three years later Hazen was appointed Chief Signal
Officer by President Hayes. In that capaclty he becams ine
volved in another controversy which resulted in his courte
martial because this time his critielsm was directed againat
his superior, Secretary of War Lincoln, whom he accused of
neglect in the matter of sending rescues parties to A, W,
Greeley at Lady Pranklin Bay in 1881, He was reprimanded
by the President for "unwarranted and saptlous criticism®,



oourred at Fort Buoford, they were completely overshadowel
in the pudile mind by the ovents of 1330-31 which led %o

the supyrendsy of the hostile Onopape Sioux, sand partiouw

larly of thet famoun Sloux chieftain, Sitting Bull. Une

doubtedly the fart's strongest clalm to notoriety lles in
the part it played in that noteworthy

There appeer to be sz many versiona of the story of
Sitting Bullts surrender as therc were peodle who witnessed
the event. Almost every one who was at Fort Buferd or in
1ts vicinity claims %o have had some part in Influvencing
8itting Bull to give himself up. However, it is well %o
remembor that no wsount of human coercion, either by word
or by deed, is likely ever to have suscesdsd in causing that
indemitable chisftein to throw himself st the meroy of bis
=08t hated foe, the while man, 1f the forces of nature hsd
not intervened.

After those final end dvastating Indien campaigns
of 1376 end 1377, which bdrought Crazy Forss and othew
prominent chieftsins to thelr Imees, Sitting Bull and Gall
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pad escaped into Canada with a large group of followers.t
There they found refuge from the Unlted States army and
for & time lived in comparative sscurity. But befors long
the game became scarce and it became neesessary fram tlme to
time to wventure back across the boummdary to seek beiter
hunting grounds. For, while the Cepadlen goverrment did not
molest them, neither d4id 1t givs them food and cther
supplies as asome of them were accustomed to resceiving at
the American Agencles. As time went on, more and more
frequent hunting exsursions were made to the States, The
United States army, keeping an ever watchful eye on these
movements, tried a number of times to catch Sitting Bull
on Americen soil bub without succeas.

In the meantime occasionsl reports filtered through
to the military posts regarding the destitute conditlon of
the renegade Indians which was growing mors and more serious
by the hour. Endeavoring to rid the Dakotas of this evey
eonstant threat to the security of the aettlers, the United
Shze;s army began sending emissaries to Sitting Bull %o
coerce him into swrrendering,

In Ssptember 1880, Major D, H, Brotherton, the

1 Dr, Delorme W. Robinson, "Editorial Notes on the
Historical Skebch of Forth and South Dakota", South

HBistorical Collections,(In 20 volumes, Pierre .m%‘-

» Pe d&Te
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commander at Fort Buford reported to General Terry that there
was an interpreter &t the post by the name of E, H, Alllson
who possessed a great deal of influence with the hostile
8ioux and proposed thet he be sent to urge Sltting Bull o
surrender.® Allison hed had meny dealings with the Sioux
as an Indlian agent and talked thelr language fluently.

Fpom his frecuent mingling with that ®ribe, he had scquired
the somewhat dublous reputation of being a big liar®, and
for that reason recelved the name of "Fish",5 So notorious
had he becoms 1n the art of untruthfulneas that, it is
reported, on one occasion the Oncpapa Sioux sponsored a
contest betwesn him and an Indlan to see who could tell the
biggest lile., So stupendous were the tales of both of them
that the contest was declared a tle.%

éﬁopm*t of Brigadier General Terry, Oct. 9, 1881%,

Report of Saem,ﬁg of War, H, Exs Doc.l, pts B, 47th Cong.,
. 3&330’ vi}( - o

3 Stanley Vestal, New Sources of Indian Hlstory, 1850-91,
(University of Oklahoma Press, Norman, 1954) p. 245,

4 Ibids (Allison seems to have had B not too envious
reputation sven among the whites, Burdick glves an incident
in this commection as follows: "David H. Barry, noted Indian
photographer, who had & amall atudlio at Buford in 1878 bo
1881, says of Allison, "He was a bad actor and treacherous.
I ¢took mnf.ggunusual Indlan pictures at Fort Buford in
1880~81l+s +he cld Sioux efs demanded money before thay
would sits I pald them what they ssked (usually a dollay)
and several {imes after I pald them, thay would demand more. I
could not understand this situation, but finally Gall told me
it wes Allison who put them up to this work. I Innted wp
Alllison &nd told him to keep out of my busineas or he would
furnish ths next funersl...Allison was well versed in the
Sioux language but was unscrupulous, cunning and altogsther
bad,.” Burdick, ope cit., p. 28,
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The role that Allison played in influenoing Sitting
Bull to come o Buford ls being questioned more and more as
new evidencs is uncovered. The reputatlen that he once had

as "the man who brought 8itting Bull In", was establlished
by a book which he wrote entitled, Ths Surrender of Sitting

Bull.” Since Allicon was known to be sn egotlsh, 1t is
net unlikely that he gave himselfl more credit than was his
dus and minimized the efforts of such men as Louls Legare,®

7

Gus Hedderiek, Captain Walter Clifford, and others.

5 Burdick's comment on this book 1s as follows:
"It has always been & mystery to me how Allison who was not
& writer, could have written the story sbout the surrendey
of Sitting Bulle It was published in newspsper form in the
fall of 1881 and it is now so gcarce that it commands a sum
close to $150.00. The mystery has been solved as Mre
Hedderidi[us) ssys Cus wrote the stery for Allison and had
it published for him, Allison sold coples here and there fer
whatever hs could get. Mra, Hedderick had a copy for several
years, but she cennot locate it now, There im more proof
of this fact than the word of Mrs. Hedderick. OCus used to
write frequently for magagines and papers at the time, and
samples of his writings seem ldentical in atyle to the Allison
story." Ibide pe 27.

‘ J legare, an 1lliterate Erench trader seems to have
had some influence with Sitting Bull, He was somewhst
disgruntled when Allison received ell the eredlt for by
ing that chief to Buford. (see Vestal, p. 262). “hat he was
instrumental in accomplishing that feat is evident from
the fact that he furnished from 20 to 30 carts at his own
expenss to help transport the party to Buford. Burdilcek,
0D 3:{%}: Pe 38 -

7 ®a4 all events Gus Hedderick kmew more aboub the
negotiations of this surrender than any one else, because it
was Ous who first persuaded Sitting Pull to come in. That
wag the natural comsequence of the friendship that existed
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Upon receiving the requested authority, Allison
set out from Buford on November 1, 1830 to go bto Sitting
Bull's camp at the mouth of Frenclmen's Creek on the
¥i1k river.2 When he arrived there he was extended gracious
thourh meeger hospitality by Sitting Bull In the ehiaf'tamr'
own crowded tent. +ths lesding chiefs met in council enmd
discussed the feaslbility of going to Buford. Without
food or clothing they were In a desperate gitustion. Only
one ray of hope remasined and that was the possibility of
obtalning e reserve from the Canadlan government. Sitting
Bull wished to lesarn ths decision of that govermment in
respect to this proposal before meking further plans.®

g:t‘b.‘mg hglm';fzrg;d’ip' oo ;';hils ok none) proun
211l wanb give Gn &erick asome sent T
the many favors and cem%beaies shown to him andpgm Gﬁ;w
what he would like to have.... Accordingly, Sitting Bull
shot a large buffalo bull, had the skin tanned with the haly
g, and dliversd it to his frisd Gus. It 1s atill a magni-

cent robe, although almost sixiy years have now pessed
since it was presented to Gus. Mrs. Gus Hedderick stll
lives at Willlstom and prizes this possession”, Burdick,
Chse Giﬁ:t Pe 27

8

Vestal, op. cit., Pr. 24749,
°® mia,
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When it was finally learned that the reserve would
not be granted, Gall set out for Buford with sbout 400 Indlans,’
On the way the band stopred si Camp Poplar and pltched campe.
Py this tims meny Indleng hsd drifted into that camp with
the avowed intentlon of going to Buford to swrrender.
However, &s their mmbers grew, so d1d their coursge, and
bofore long they had lost thelr submissive at!ltude and
grown arrogent and turbulent. So threabtenlng dild they
become that it became necessary to send re=inforcements to
the camp., Accordingly, Captain James Bell with his own
company and 30 men of the 7th Infantry from Fort Buford,
and Ma jor Guido Ilges with five companles from Fort Keogh
were dispatched to Camp Poplar. The weather was cold and the
EnOw was deep making travel difficults Bell arrived on
December 15 and Ilges nine days later. Upon his arrival
Ilges amsumed conmand and established his camp about two
miles from and across the river fram the Indian eamp‘ll

In the meantime, about December 11, 1880, 4llison,
Sitting Bull, and his followers had at last started out fop

, x
Fort Bufords  They had barely enough horses left to pack

10 1pia,
11 "Report of Brigadler General Terry, Oct. 9, 1881%,
ODe Citas, pe 100-01,

le
Charles Deland, "The Sioux Wars®, 3, Dak. Hist.
Sollections (In 21 volumes, State Pub. Co.., Flerre, 3. Dak)




the camp, Their supplies were exhsusted, and they ware
guffering dreadfully from hunger snd cold. It is small
wonder that when they found game along the mouth of the
Hilk river, they pitched camp and sbtarted to humt. AL
thet point Sitting Bull sent Crow King with Alllson to
Buford to see how the Indians that had surrendered
were getting alongel®

While this was taking place, &ll was not going smoothly
at Camp Poplar, On Christmas Day Gall had an interview
with Commender Ilges in which he stated that he himself was
ready to surrendsr but his people wanted to wait until
spring on the plea that 1t was too cold to traveles Further=
more, by thaet tine they would bave declded whether to go
to Fort Buford or Fort Keogh, Gall asked Ilges for transe
portation and an escort to take him to Buford, where he
wanted Yo viait the posts Ilges, however, refused the regnest
telling OGall he should take his people to Buford without
delay and granting three days for deliberation.t% The
Crow then asked for an interview and stated thet he and his
pecple wanted to awsit the action of 8itting Bull, but

13 vestel, op. cit., p. 256.
14
"Report of Brigadier General Terry, Oct. 9, is81®,
Ope cit=§ Pe 101,



Ilges urged him alsc to go to Buford fmmedlately.lb
On December 31, Ilgestuncompromising attitude was
further strengthened by the recelpt of instructions from

the Department ecommander aunthorizing him to compel
the surrender of Gall if necessary. He immediately sent
for Gall, Crow, and all the headmen of the hostlle camp.
They arrived, sixty in mumber and fully armed, at the agenecy
bullding. Orow King and Allison, who had returmed from
Buford also attended the conference. Crow King gavs an
account of what he had seen end done at Buford. He reported
the situation to be favorable and advised that they sll go
to Buford at once. Ilges then issued the ultimatum that
Gall and Crow should get their pecple ready to move to
Buford by Jemusry 2, promising them rations and assistanece.®
This move on Ilges' part gppsrently antagonized the
Sioux for on the evening of Jamuary 1, Crow went to ine
terpreter Joseph Culberison and Imparted the message to
Ilges tha% "he, Crow and his people would not move wuntil
spring; that he was tired of talking with me [Il_geaﬂthat
the soldlers were cowards and afwsid to fight; thet they
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oried in winter and could not handle a gun, and that 1f I
Eﬁggﬁgstﬁem@ted to interfere with his people, there would
be trouble; and he was ready to fight me 1f I wanbed to
fignt“.lv On the sams day, Gall advised the cost trader and
his amplagé% to leave the agency a2t onge as he 41d not want
to seo them killed. Ba'bcasted that "Tomorrow we will
fight and wipe out the soldlers and kill everybedy in the
soldier camp".l8
Upon hearing these reports, Ilges prepared for
actione On the morning of Jamuary 2, he crossed the river
and attacked the Indian ¢amp and forced the surrender of
305 Indianz.lg ‘he next few days were spent in rounding up
hostliles by sending debachments into the surrounding country,
As quickly as they were gathered in, they were sent undey
guard to Buford.20
Reelizing Ilges drastic action on Janusry 2 would
probably frighten Sitting Bull back into Canadn, Allison sent
Crow King to calm his fears.?r Bug as soon 2z Sitting Bull

17 1bid,, p. 105.

18 114,
19 114,
201v1g,

21,?53ta1, One clt,, pe 252,
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heard the news from Camp Poplar, he croassed back into Canada
and thus evaded the forece under Colonsl T. Hs Ruger that
had been sent to cut off his retreats HNob all the Sloux went
with their chieftain, however. Over half of them (sixty
lodges) started off for Buford with Crow King. The starving,
half-nuked party made slow orogress in the cxcesslve colde.
it is doubbtful if they could have reached thelr destiiie
tion, had not Ilges sent rations and all the transporitastion
faciiities he could spare. When they finally arrived at
Buford, Major Brotherton aupplled them with food, elothing,
and shelters2<

By this tinze a considerable mumber of Indians had
been assembled at Buford. Practically all cf the Stoux
except Sitting Full snd his band of forty lodgds had
surrendered. That incorrigible renegade refused to go any
farther than Woody Mouniain, Monbtana, By sprlng the One
cpspa prisoners at Buford mumbersd 1,120, These Indians
were deprived of their horses,; guns, and ammunition and
placed under guard in a camp about two mlles from the post.2%
It was no smsll btask to keep these hostiles under control
during the long winter months. Not being ascustomed to
captivity they became reatless and at #mes wnruly. JTheir

i 2§OZReport of Bris. Gen. Terry, Oct. ©, 1881" op.
0 “ 26. -

23 1014,
24 Burdick. on. ate_. rn 4%
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chief grievance was the refusal of the Conmander to let
them go on buffalc hwnts. Only by the very skillful
diplomacy of Captain Walter Clifford, who was placed In
charge of them, were serious hostilities avsrted. <Captain
Clifford was alded 1o 1ls endesvors to lkeep peaceful rela=
tlons by & close friendshlp with Chief Gall,?S

One night the Indians seized the guvards at the
camp snd tied them up in a tent. One of the guards succeeded
in untying hig bonds snd escaping to the post with the alarm.
The post was immediately aroused and all the soldiers
iined up for actlon. After considergable delibermtion 1b
was declded that in view of the Tact that the Irdians oubw
musbered the soldlers, it would be wise to attempt pesceful
negotlation. Captalin Clifford, accompanied by another
officer and an lnterpreter went to the hostile camp and had
& conference with the chiefs which contimued until morninge
Clifford succeeded in gotting five of the chiefs including
Gall to slgn a gedge to kesp peace and conform to the laws
of the white mene. This pledge was never broken and conse~
quently brought an end to the hostility of the Sioux Camp,™

In the meantlme attempts were being made during

25 Ibld., pe 24,

20 Ibid., p. 42-44. (See Appendix B for pledge)
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the winter months by Alllison and Gus Hedderiek to get
Sitting Bull to leave Woody Mountain, OUus Hedderick was
operating & trading post at thet point for ILelghton and
Jordan, Sitting Bull frequently came Lo the stors to talk
with Heddericks, On those ocscasions Hedderlck avallsd hilme
self of the oprorbtunlity teo encourage Sltting Bull to take
kis starving band bto Buford. Allison also visited Woody
Hountaln several times for the same gurﬁase.gv But the
wary chieftaln with his characteristic cautlon, meanwhile,
sent soms of hls own warricrs to Buford to see how the
surrendered Sloux were faring.~C Seemingly sabtisfied with
the reports of these emisssries and driven Lo desperation by
his destlbute straits, he finally sterted ocut for Buford
on July 15, 18381,2% accompanled by Hedderick, Allison,®

and Gersrd,St

27 Ibld,, pe 285e

22 Vestal, ope clie, pe 25C.
?? Burdick, op. clbe, pe 25
x

°C 1big,

31 Walter Clirford, "Letter to Sentinsl, July 28, 1861",
Burdick, ops 01t., p. 31,
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Upon being informed of the coming of Sittling Bull,
Major Brotherton on July 16 ordered Captain Clifford to
set ot to meet the party.5 Six wagons loaded with rations
were immecdlately sent out under gnerd of #ive soldiers. Omn
the folleowing morning Clifford started cut with ons white
soldier, four scouts, and one Indian.33 Upon meeting the
straéﬁing party Fifty=five miles from Puford, every precau=
tion was taken to prevent the crafty chief from slipping
away. But llttle dAfficulty was encounterad and Sitting
Bull with hls 200 ragsed and starving followers were brough$
safely to the post orn July 19, 1831. Some of the squaws and
children were carried in the army wagons while the haggage
wes hauled in carts which hed been provided by Louls Legare.
Only Sittling Bull end ths head men had ponies,®%

Although the event wes a momentous one for the
11ttle fort, the ecapltulatlor ceremony was siuple. M¥ajor

Brotherton greeted them and received their arms, Sitting

® Burdlck, o, cib.spe 30

33 walter Clifrford, "Letter to Sentinsl, July 28, 1881%,
Ops Cife, Pe 3le

*% walter Clifford, "Letter to St. Paul Picneer Press,
July 19, 1831", Burdick, op. Cite, De 38.
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Bull sat stolcally on his pony whila his son handed over his
gun. They were then placed in cuatody to awailt their trans-
portation to a2 reaervatlon, 5
On July 29, 1831 the Sioux party, escorbted by Captain
Clifford and twenty men, left on the steamer Sherman semroute

to Fort Ymtes where Sitting Bull was temporarily statloned.3®

35 An interesting account 1g given by Captaln Cliffords
son concerning the fate of Sitting “ull's horse: "During Osptain
Clifford's services in charge of ths Agency al Port Berthold,
hs became quibte well acquainted with Sitting Bull, as did Mra.
Clifford, and the Chilefl tbsughg quite & lot of them, At the
time of his surrender at Fort “uford, he made a nice little
speech to Mra, Clifford, saylng that some years before he had
shaken hands with her picture, and that now he would shake
hands with her, and present her with hls horse, 18 horae
(not & pony) was, I think, a dark bey, or chestnut; Mrs.
Clifford was foo stout to ride any more, so I, Walter, hew
son, sort of teok possession of him and rode him every day. He
was & very fast horse and waz tralned for buffalo hunting.

Could be ridden without saddle or bridle, gulded by s pressure
of the kmnes left or right. I scon learned that a quick pressure
of the kmees would b:izg him to & halt at ones....Valter Jordan,
the Post Trader, offered Mrs, Clifford $500.00 for the horse
the day after it was given to her. S8he refused the offer and
he asked her as a favor to let him know in the event she was
offered more by anyone else, to let him know, and he would give
more. The horse was eventuelly stolen by Capt. Clifford’'s
striker or soldler servant, who together with one of the
cavalry officer's striker, who had stolen a cavalry horse,
deserted”, Burdick, OpP« ﬁltn EBs 47 =Se

36 "Report of Brigadier General Terry, Oct. 9, 18817,
RO%O?t 321 5&3%% Y .ﬂ l’ag 2 He Exe Doog. l. Etg 3‘?," 47tk G:mgr,
# Do -
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CHAPTER XI
EVERYDAY LIFE AT FORT BUFORD

Puring the firat years et Fort Buford the dally life
of the men was sirenuocus. When the socldiers were not fighting
Indisns, they found themselves on "fatigue duty", cutting logs
building barracks, gathering firee-wood, working In the hayw
mesdows, or hauling water from the river., As there were
not enough civilians at this work, 1t fell toc the lot of the
soldiers to do 1t in order to preserve the existence of the
garrison. It does not appear that the performance of thess
eivilian dutles was undesirable from the standpoint of up=
holding the morale of the troops. Asslstant-Surgeon General
Jo Ps Kimball, who was stationed at the fort during the early
years, viewed this "fatigue duty" as heving a wholepome effest
on the soldlers 1f not carried to extremes, Writing in 1870,
he conmented on thla procedure -as followss

"The fatigue duty performed by the #rpops has been hitherto
extremely onerous, but with the exception of the exposure
of the workmen in the adobe yard during & few excessively
hot days in the summer of 1868, from which severzl cases

of disease resulted, and once or twice the moral depresse
len produced by being hard driven, I have seen no injuricus
effect produced upon the men of the command, but on the
contrary I consider a reascnable amount offfatigue duty
performed in the open air during pleasant weather as
benefielsl to them. Esmpecially 1z this the case during

the winter, when the labor of getting fuel in good

weather not only gives needed and healthful exercise, but

furnishes an agreeable relief to the monotony of sitting
and standing around a fire in orowded quarters, and, by
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oeoupying the mind and attentlon, does much to prevent
that smmilanﬂ nostalgle which fr:mﬁor 1ife is apt to
gensyrate ,”

As the -personnel of the post incressed, these burden-
some duties were taken over by ¢lvilians or priscners. Con=
tractors were employed to furnish wood® and hay® and
-eivilisns employed to work in the gardens. In 1369 bhay
was contracted for at $21.00 per ton and wood at $0.40
per cord.* The priscners were used to perform even some

Ciroulsr Nos 4, Dece 6, 1570, b 2 oa
2 Gen, P. H. &h@rim,

3 ¥. B. HEazen, "The Great Middle Region of the
United States and 1‘&3 Limited Space of Arable Land",
Eorth Amrim Reveiw, No, CCXIVI, Vol. CXX, pp. ‘?«8
TIemes 2 0., Boston, 1875)

4 Col S. B. Holabird, Lett

.‘;,7);,,»9&.1 C8 g;’s iﬁ pomp 1l




of the household tasks such as filling the lece-boxes and
carrying wood.® Conseguently, the soldiers and officers
found themselves with®great desl of lelsurs time after they
had finished their daily drills and occasional troop meneue
vers, During these leisure mcaments they engaged in s number
of pleasantries such as beseball, cricket, hunting, fishing,
and éancing.s *he territory around Buford was a bunting
paradise. Doctor Kimball speaks of the buffalc chase as

the moat thrilling experiences of his life, %A helter-
skelter race of miles; a yell and we'lre off ,«--who that jolned
in such a chese ean ever forget 1ti"’ For those of the
gmiaén with an artistic bent, there was the weekly theatre
performance to participate in or to observe,

With the weekly laundry being taken care of by the
laundresses, the women also found time for leisurs, They
whiled away their hours entertaining one another with
luncheons, dinners, cardwparties, and &nms.a

5 Yaher L. Burdick, fales From ) and 3
Story of Fort Buford, (Ba1timores 2 188 ,

6 J. P. Kimball, Circuler No. 4, p. 405.
7 Maria Brace Kimball, a_saldiernnostar of Qur_

1 Iate ©
Tt g R Mosehton

8 Burdiek, op. eit., p. 69.
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The most serious problem In the early days was thad
of sesuring the proper foods Ample guunitibies of vegetables
was ¢apooially hard to cbiain. s bo lack of rainfall,
pardens were not alweys succassfule Cunssguently, the gayelie

son wos dependent in a lerge messure upon Lransportation of
these producks frou Lhe East by stesmboste Hor was thisat all
tines 2 Telisble meana of securing theas productse. I

wag A1f7leult to tre

nsport such perishable goods for sush &
great distance. Hureover the steambost season was shorda
Bonts rarely were able Lo make more then one trip from 56,
Loule Yo the Upper Missourl in one summere. Those thad
ventured £ aecond abbernpt wers often "frosen in®, Even
that skllilal steas

bogt capiain, Grant Msrsh, wes on more
than ons occsslion gsught in the fell "freezs«up”,’

That the srrival »f 8 supply of vegetables was
bighly priged Ly the garrlson is indleuted Ly an incident
in the gstesmbost sayeor of fLapltain Harsh. Ag labte as
October in 1369, NHarsh against his better judgement com

fo make 8 trip to deliver vegetatbles to the forts along
the Hlgsecurd ss far wsst se Fort Buford. His stesmer
Alabams reached within twonby-fi

was closed in by ice, The Captain, )
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garrison was in need of these vegetables during the long
winter ahead, tock precautions to keep them from freezing
and sent word to the post that 1f they wanted them, they
would have to come and get them, It did not take the soldlers
long to decide how to save the preciouns cargo. Soon they
arrived in wagons equlpped with stoves, loaded the vegetables
from the boat, and brought them safely the twenty~five
miles to the post., The soldlers and offlicers were everw
lastingly grateful to Grant Marsh for venturing upon this
hazardous trip so late in the yesr in order to provide for
their winbter naedsglﬂ
For its meat rations, the garrison was in sone

measure supolied by the ceattle herd, but, as has been rew
counted, this source was often made non-existent by Indian
raids. Therefore, wild game was very frequently part of the
dally menu as 1s indicated by Dr. Kimballs record of one
day's menu at officers! mess as follows:

Breakfast,.antelope ehcpsxl

Dinners.s..Missouri River catfish

prarie chicken [grousa)
roast buffalo
Suppers.ss.Elk steak
In connection with the everydsy life at the fort, the

following 1s an interesting record of a typleal day in the

1ife of Dr. Kimball as he gives it In one of his letters to

10 ¥ary Braoe Kimb&ll, ODs s;t;’ Ps 48,

11 Mary Brace Kimball, op. cits, p. 45.
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his wife:l?

"I rise about eight A, Y,, and finlsh breakfast at nine
otclocke The next hour is spent 1n the hospital and
from that time until ons P. ¥, I am busy writing my
reports, reading or studying. At one o'clock we have
lunch, a bow. of bread and milk and & plece of pie, and
the afternoon is then usually spent with my horse, dogs,
and gun, and other hunters on the prairie or in the
woods. At five P. M. we have dinngr to which I brdag
an appetite that would do honor to a wolfeand by the way,
we have & good cook. The evening 1s spent in reading,
writing, and visiting.® - .

On Jarmuary 16, 1870 a fire occurred during the night
which destroyed the residence of Becond Lieutenant Thomas
Fewman, 13th Infantry. As acting commissary of subsistence
at the post, Thomes Newmen had $3,893.50 of public funds
deposited in a leather trunk at his house, A lengthy and
thorough investigation was held to determine the cause of
the fire snd to determine if ThHomas Newman should be held
repponeible for the fundas that were lost. Although thers
was considerable suspicion on the part of some of the
soldlers that the fire had been set, there was not sufficient
evidence to plsce the guilt on anyone. After considerable
questioning and deliberation the investigating board reported
the fire to be of accidentel origin but charged Nowman

with neglect in not keeping the fundas in a safe place.

12 g
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The bosrd did not recommend court-martial, however, and the
case resulbed in Newman's discharge from service.ls

Mail delivery at the fort was very unceriain and
irregular. During the spring and sarly summer when the
river was mavigabls, it was brought by steamboat. But
during the fall and winter months when the bogts no longer
plied the Missouri, it had to be brought overland. There
were gsnerally two routes by which the mall was thus
carried. The one route was by wey of Forts s‘&pvenson,
Totten, and Abererombie to 83%t., Paul. The other was via
Forts Stevenson, Rice, and Sully to Sioux City, Iows.
¥all by the latter route was the slower of the two.l4
To carry mall over either of these routes waes an exceedingly
dangerous underteking during the earlier days. Very
rarely would anyone venture to run the gauntlet of the
pleins=infested Sioux without an escort of soldlers. Since
such soldiers could not well be spared from the garrison,
these jJourneys were infrequent. The fort oftentimes was

isolated from the outslde world for three months at a time.

Rela ive t;g__t%%_lm

---L:—-—‘u

14 Linda B, Slaughter, "Fort Randell”, Collections
of the State Hiaterical Societ cr North Bukbta (Etato
o g Ao 13 -
8 valma) I, Ps 424: ’
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Whenever individusls in deaperation sought to earry communls
cations single=handed they often met with disaster, In
1868 five mail carriers were killed on the route between
Abercrobie and Totten,15

tme individual that seems to have been unusually
successful in msking the perilous Journey wim escort was
that famous scout, Tuther S. Kelly. It 1s recounted that
on one ocecasion to the astonlshment of the soldiers; he
volunteered to carry the mails from Buford to Stevenson
alone. With much misgivings on the part of the garrison,
he started out one night on a spirited mastang and made the
journey without incldent. On bhis return, however, he en=
countered two Indians, both of whom he killed, and complsted
the journey aafs'ly.m For this remarkable accomplishment
he geined enduring notorlety among the whites and Indians
alike, the latter of whom called him "The Little Man With
the Strong Heart".l7

Attempts were made from time to time to carry the mail

on & commerclal basis. In July 1867, Cherles A. Ruffee of |

15 114,

16 M. M, Quaife, Yellawstone ] , |
Luther 3. Kelly, (New poihwetoge Kollt, Too-lemotre obv)
PP@ ZMQ. - ’

17 Joseph Mills Hanson, The “onqueat of the Migsouri,
{Chicago: A. C. McClurg and éo., 19'5%; PDe 1B5=D8e
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Minneapolis, secured & government contract for 2 pony expresa
petween Fort Abercrombie and Fort Benton, Montana, The plan
of the Ruffee company was to have temporary camps or stations
at intervals of fifty miles. Two men were to be statloned
at each cemp to carry the mail to the adjoining camp. Frank
Palmer was placed in charge of the line from Benton to
Buford. He established the camps along the routes with
rations for & month and provided sach man with a horse,
But in spite of the best he could do, only a Tew stragrling
carriers could be maintained along the route. Rast of
Buford the situation was even worse. Not once did the
company succesad in earrying the mall over ths entire route.
The venture ended when the company went into bankruptey,}8
Not until the Indian menace was dealt with was mall service
established on snything appieaching a regular delivery
basis.

Being thus isolated from the outside world, 1t is
little wondar that the most thrilling event in the humdrum
life of the fort was the arrival of the ateamboat, This
was an event whlch was looked forward to with eager anticipae
tion for weeks 1n advance. When lookouts reported a boat

13 Charles DeNoyer, "History of Fort Totten",

Collectlions of thes State Yistopic 1l Soclety . Dako
{E Volumes. State FrInEeré'EEE'Ei%EE%ﬁ, giam§§3§:r§§ ﬁﬁE::a



stesming &round the bend all the regular fort activity

cessed as the inhabitants thronged to the landing to swalt

its arrival., Some of them even sailed down in canoes to

meet the steamer a&s it puffed around the endless ocurves and
bends. When it finally came within sight of the fors, & salute
was fired. 1 Ons can imagine the clamor mnd joyous exola=-
mations that accompanied the boatts docking as the oftene
times much needsd supplies ware unloaded and the long awalted
mall was exmmined, not to mention the arrival of friends

and visitors.

The dally routine of the soldiers at the forts was
often interrupted by neceasary troop movements. The soldiers
were often called out to participate in Indian campaigns
or to provide escort for various expeditions., In 1873
when Captain Grant Marsh carried General George A. Forsyth
up the Yellowstone river as fer as the Powder tributary in
the steamer Xey West, two companies of the sixth infantry
under Captains M. Bryant snd D, H. Murdock were piloked up
at Buford to socompany the expedition.20 Captain Stephen
Baker and First Lieutensnt John A. Carlin with company B
of the sixth infantry were taken up the Yellowstone totaks
part in the ill-fated Indlan campaign of 1876.21 In 1879

19 Burdick, Ops cit., p. 75,
20 Hanson, op, cit., pe 160,
2l 14, p. 241,
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goaxds for the workers who starts? the econstruction of thw
hern Pacific Hallroed west of Dismsrck.® When the

sundary Swrvey Commtssion pasced Lhrousk Boford

on 1ts suwveying expedliiion an ezaort of fws compsnies from
that fort joined 18,55 The troope were slse periodiesily

dauy end wried, indeed, were the duties, the trials,
the tribuistions, asd the hesrtaches of these frontier
folk a8 they pursued thelr everyiay teskass Nost of them
have never iLwen recorded and will ovor b2 encssesd with the
suvaret annsls of ths poste




CHAPTER XII
PRIENDLY INDIANS AT FORT BUFORD

A grest deal has been mentioned about the Indian
hostilitles with which the inhabltants of Fort Buford had
to gontend. While these attacks were oftentimes made by
partiss in which several tribes were represented, the cause
of moat of thgﬁepredations can be placed at the door of
those particularly irpeconcilable foes of the white man,
the Uncpapa 8ioux, who were hated and feared by other
Indian trires and the whites alike,

At all times the fort maintained friendly relations
with the Assinibolnes, who claimed the land north of the
Misaouri from the White Earth river to ths Milk river.t
These friendly Indlians frequently rendered valuable service
to the garrison by conveying information concerning the
movements and intentions of the hostile S8ioux.® At the

time of that disastrous capture of the government herd

1 5. p. Kimbell, Descripti 1tery Pos
Wﬁm 4, Records ef‘&%m ar Department, Of ice
urgeon General, Dec. 5, 1870, p. 404,
2 ¥. G. Rankin, Letter to Bri adler General Lorenzo
Thomas, December 31, 1863 Records o DSpar thent,
(&21 of the Adj‘utant General. Pe Y
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by the Sioux, they sent a messenger to the gerrison to

inform the soldiers of the direction in which some of the
cattle had strayed, and some time after brought to the
fort o mmber of head that they had Tound nesrly a hundred
miles away.a For this ald to the white man they were
seversly punished bv the vengesnce wrealking Sloux who
continually and relentlessliy wagzed war against them.%

The officers of the post freguently visited the
Agsinibnine camp. Upon such cccaslons they were received
with great dignity and conducted to the chiefl's lodge.
Thers they smoked the peace pipe and were served driéd
buffalo mest after which they were entertained by an
Indian dance which lasted for several hours. Upon their
departure they were ‘poorer as to tobaecco and cigsrs but
with thelr scalps where they belong".®

Although the Assinivoines laid claim to a large
tervitory north of Buford, their hunting grownd was
constantly being encroached upon by the neighboring tribes.

Consequently geme becuzme scaree and the tribe was many times

S J. P. Kimball, gps Clbes e 404,
% 1p1g,

5 Merls Brace Kimball, A Soldier-Doctor of our krmy
dJames P. Kimball, Tate uolonel

sy Ty mrmrmo?;-ﬁwmmm
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on the poilnt of starvation. "During the spring of 1868"%,
Dre. Kimball reported, ®a camp of 30 or 40 lodges near the
fort chiefly subsisted themsslves for' several weeks upon the
offal from the butcherts shop and corn plioked out of the
dung heaps."® For that reason the Assiniboines were
anxious to heve an agency established smong them in order
thet they could learn how to cultivate the soil and raise
foods While this was not sccomplished for a number of years,
the Assiniboines dld recelive armmulties from the govermment
in meccordances with treaty stipu}.aticms;?

There were other friendly tribes in the neighborhood
of Bufeord. The @rows or the west and the Rees, Mandanas,
and Yanctonnais on the egst were all more or leas kindly
dlspossd toward the whitee in varying degrees. The OGros
Yentres were generally friendly but were not always to be
trusted, while the Yanctonnals were oftentimes treacherous.8
When Robert Mathews first arrived at Bufeord in 1870, he foumd
the Hidatsa chief Crowe-FlyeHigh living at that post with a
small tribe of Inéiﬂna.g

—
Jo P. Kimball, op. cit., 404,
7 Capt. Walter Clifford, "Letter to Governor of

Indlan Affairs, Auze 1, 18707, Seport of Seorstary of Interior,
He Bx. Doss 1, pte 4, 4lat Congs, 54 sess« p, B33, — '
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“ho most dreaded scourge of the Indians was the
mll«yéx disease. W®While CGerard was transferring his goods
farther up the Missourl after being driven out of his trading
post at Buford by the army bill of 1870,10 he aiseovered
nsay that fort a desarted camp of the Assinibolnes. Unon
notlcing that no smoks was ruing from any of the twenty
tipis, bhe Investigated the camp and found that"every ons
of the inhabitants including the dogs had died of that
dreaded disease. Some of the desd had been placed in trees,
after the usual burial custom, but so suddenly had they been

attacked by the disease that most of them lay in the tepees
or outside the snow."1l

9 "Biogmphmal Sketches of North B&kota Piemra’

c fate Hiatorieal S@;gg
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Among the most lawless and fearless men in the neighbor-
hood were the highway robbers. While no-one was lmmune from
their depredations, the moat tempting prise for their parti-
sular attention was very naturally the pay-master's stage
which was sometimes dsspatched overland to bring to the
soldlers their perilodic pay.

Before the caming of the rallroads ths soldlera at
the various forts along the Hlssouwri were usually pald off
by men who came up the Hissourl by steamboat, but sfter the
Great Northerm Rallway reached Glendive, the money was sent
in boxes by expresa to that point and carried from there
to Buford and Fort Peck by atage.

On such an occssion, May 10, 1884, Major General
Charlies H. Whipple started out from Glendive with two
ambulances, the rear one of which contained $10,000 in cash
with which to pay off the soldiers st Fort Peck and Bufw-d.g
The ambulances were drawn by mules and were escorted by six
soldiers. While on the journey the Major became uneasy
concerning the possibility of a “hold-up®, He knew that
there were many places along the way where bandits could
spring upon the soldiers before they had a chance to maiat.s

2 The Sidney Hersld, April 2, 1942, p. 1.
3 Ini14,
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When evening came they pltched oamp about thirty-five
- wmiles frem Glendive. Still being uneasy about: the money
in his possession, Whipple got up during the night and whilse
ths others were slseping secretly moved the money baxes
from the rear smbulsnce to the front ohs, where he custommrily
rode.

The next morning they started out for Buford. They
had not proceeded far when suddenly, &3 they were nsaring
the top of a hill, they were attacked by seven masked
bandits, who began firing wildly. At the first shots,
Sergeant Coonrod, who was riding with the driver in the
front smbulance, was hit and fell backwards into the ambu~
lance. Another shot wounded the driver, Eph Parent, causing
him to fall off the first ambulance and leaving the mules
driverless. One of the mules was also hit by s bullet, which
fact together with the noise of the shooting, cesused the
mules to start off down the hill st top speed, The bandits,
believing the money was in the rear ambulance, did not
attempt to stop the run-away mules, By the time they had
discovered that there was no money in the rear ambulance,
the other one was far down the road. For eight miles the
mulss ran wildly, drewing the lurehing ambulence which
contained Major Whipple, the money, and the body of Coonrod.
They did not atop until they came to the Dundee postolfice,
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where elther due to exhsustion or custom they came to &
stendstill, At that point Whipple has$ily removed the money
boxes to the postoffice and together with John Hefferman, the
employee there at the time, he prepared to stand off the robbers.
Put these men bad apparently given up the pursult and taken
to their heels. A short time later the second ambulance
ocsme along carrying Eph Perent, who was recovering from the
wound in his forehead. MNeanwhile, word having been dls~
patched to Buford, soldiers arrived from that fort and
escorted the paymaster the remsinder of the journey, Although
troops were sent in pursult of the bandits, they were
never found.®

While the scldiers were thus engaged in police duties,
the inhadbitants of Buford hsd discovered the poszibilitiea
of ranching on the sxtensive Dakota Plalna. Those energetic
traders, Leighton and Jordan, started a ranch on the re~
gervation in the later seventies, where they ran horses and
ocattle for a number of years. In 1881 when the government
confiscatsd the horses owned by Sitting Bull s Gall, Crow
King, and their followers and sold them to the highest bidder,
Leighton and Jordan purchased 120 head and placed them on
their ranch. In 1883 they sold a number of their eattle

4
bid, Also Usher L. Burdick, Tales Buffaleo Land
Mﬁo Stox ollwmoww Buford, (Baltimere; Wirth: ”wﬁmuﬁmawmmw{
W Z ’
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to Marguis De Hores who slaughtered and dressed them in his
new packing plant at NMedora. The remainder of the stock they
sold to Charles Baldwin, who establiahed his home on the
Xesson Flats and opersted the rsnch for the remainder of
his 1ife.’ Two ysars prior to this Lelghton and Jordan had
astarted another ranch about twelve miles north of Williston
on the Little Muddy river. This ranch was later taken over
by the Hedderich brothers, George, Clint, and Ous.®

Robert C, Nathews, who had been employed for s rmmber
of years as bookkeepsr for Leighton and Jorden, established
the first ranch outside the reservation about a mile and a
half east of Williston.’ MNathews not only ralsed cattle but
also began ralsing grain. He was particularly sueceasful
in ralising ocets which wes the first time the production
of that erop had been attempted in that region. One year
his oats crop averaged ninety-six bushels to the acre. In
order to thresh 1t, Lelighton and Jordan ordered a separator
from St. Louis which they propelled by the use of the

5
Lewis S, Crawford, History of North Dakota, (In 3
volumes, Chicage: The Amerioc: Eﬁ orical Soclety -
1%1}1, "%~95§ﬂ rican torical Soclet: > Inct;’
8 ,
Ibid,
7w
Blographical Sketches of North Dakota Plonsera®
Collections of the State Historical Socist Dak

, 8 olUmes, Blanarck?:
1906-25)VII, 96,104,
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wood-sawing engine, After the grain had been threshed,
Eathews sold 8000 bushsls to Fort Buforé.ss

The vast herds of buffelo which had rosmed the
plains were rapidly disappearing ss is indicated by an ex~
perience of Robert Mathews. In 1883 he and his nelighbor
George Grinnell decided to go on & tnffalo hunt. After
buying about $10,000 worth of goodm, sueh as food, dlankets
and ammunition, they set out in the suremer with eight
wagons bound for Fort Peck., When they resched that plsce
they crossed the Missourl and followed the Dry Fork river
for about twenty miles, Here they buillt their winter
m,gﬁwumwymwmmsmmam
#bulous profits from buffalo hides secured in this region.
But, unfortunately for ﬁﬁkm and Grimnell, in this pare
ticular year the buffalo began to leave. By early spring
ths last herd crossed the Missouri and entered Canada. The
two men returnsd to Buford on the Nissourl ice in the ‘
spring with barely enough hides to break even on the venture.lO

Thus the Indisns and the buffaloes were rapidly being

displaced by ranchers and farmers. The territoris) eensus

8
Ibid,
@
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CEAPTER XIV
FORT BUFORD ABANDONED

fhe frontier was moving ever westward. It pushed
on and .oo%o@ﬂ those lonely sentinels that had stood gusrd
over the west~bound migration from the tims that movement
was & mere trickle until it grew f{o a tempestucus atresm.
As the valleys and plasins became dotted wlth settilers and
the remnants of the Indians were secursly tucked away in
reservations, the time came when the sentinels were no
longer nseded.

In recognition of this faet, the United States
Congreas psssed on July 5, 1854 sn act which provided for
the disposal of the military reservations that were being
rendered ussless by the land settlementas The mct em=
powered the Preasident to turn over to the Secretary of
Interior auch military reservations which in his judg-
ment were no longer of military value. Whenever 1t was
in accordance with puvlic Interests, the Secrectary
of Interior was to survey this land and divide 1t into
suitable sections which were to be eppraised and sold
@t public suction at a price not leas than the appralsed



1
value or less than £1.85 an scre.

Aoting upon thils suthority, the President end the
Department of Interior begmn to liguidate s number of old
military reservationu. The time slso cape when the old fort
at Buford had outlived 1ts usefvinsss. The beglnning of the
end of that post came when the President turned over a susll
portion of the reservation upon which It stood to the Intere
ior I}apartmt by Gcnerel Oxders Jumber 8B lesued on July 20,
1%91*.3 This portion, however, did not include any of the
land upon which the buildings stood,

 In 1896 brigealer Ceneral R. Brookes, the commander
of thz Dapartment of Delrota, recommended that the fort it
self be sbandoned for the two-iold reason that the Hnildings
were in such a “dilapidated condition that 1t would require
& large swam te put them in repair” end that it wes in Nis
eastimation no longer of any military valwf The reconmenw
dation was acted upon. Thus, on Octobepr 1, 1895, the

1 The Statute. t& intted Atatea of Amoyrica,
XX111, ChapPs . Ces g gm&, Tasbington: ~Coverne
ment Printing &rﬂw, 1885) pe 103,

2 R K. Bachelder, “Report esf' m Gmwzw General
Octeber 1, 1802%, Report of the S ’

scutive Doocument L, JE¥C T, m ﬂa‘f

“.'5 George D, Buggles, *anaﬁ of Adjutant Cenerel, Ootober
‘7: 1335 m&' &um&:& _& Bouse Expoutive Dogu-

at’ ?
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garrison consisting of Troops D and H, Tenth Cavalry, compenies
€ and E, twenty-rifth Infantry, and & detachment of hospital
corps, under the command of Major Theodore J. Wint, stood
at attention as taps were played and the American flag,
which had flown proudly over Fort Buford aince the day )
Captaln W. G. Rankin first ralsed it in & desolate savage-
infested land twenty-nine years before, was lowered. The
troops marched out and boarded a8 train which wes bound for
their new post, Fort Assiniboine, Only Captain H. B,
Ritzius and fifteen enlisted men remained te supervise the
dispossl of the property.? A public auction was held and as
much of the property and bulldings a8s could be sold was
disposed of, Whatever romained was turned over to the cusw
todianship of Hohn Mercer.® On November 7, Ritzius and his
soldiers left for Fort Assiniboine, thus ending the closing
chapter of this history of Fort Buford as & militeary post.S

*a”mm of Brigadier General John R. Brooke, Sept.
;g;aiaeﬁﬁ - Wo& Secretary of War, He Doc. 2, 54th Ceng.,
Be Ps 1

5 gsher L., Burdiek o Bl
ftory of ”m {ga_ftﬁég: TSt T

" ‘ .
10, 1896", .  of B;fgﬁéw General Jolm R. Brooks, Sept.
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After abandoning a fort it was customary to remove
the soldler dead nnd their families. At Fort Buford no
sxception was taken snd in 1805 the United States goverrment
contracted an underfaker from St. Paul to remove 2ll the
bodies and bury them in the natlonal cemstery south of
Billinge, Hontana. In this task the underdaker was assiated
by John Mercer, who was able to identify some of the wmarked
graves.? A peculiar incident is reported in connection with
this work. The body of Georges Fleury, one~time famous scout
and interpreter, was preserved in its natural stats., Upon
investigation 1t was digcovered that 1t had turned to stone.B

Thres hundred bodles were disinterred, the old caskets
opened and the remamins placed in new ocaskets. The hesdstone
insoription was written on the top of each new, rough box and
the old casket and headstones or markers were replaced in
the grave and coversd. After the bodies were placed in the
new caskets, they were hauled to the railroad station and
shipped to Billings. At the request of the relatives,

twenty bodles were left and still remsin in the little
deserted eamstery.g

7 The great F
alls Tribune, Sept. 4, 19352, (Great
F‘llﬂ* m%} P 9; » = P * ’ ( mt
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Aeting in compllience with the Congresslonel Act of
July 5, 1884, the Department of Interior surveyed the lamd
in the absndonsd reservation and offered it for sale, It
was soon found, howsver, that it could not be disposed of
at $1.25 an acre as the Act stipulated. Finelly Congress
peszed another sct on May 19, 1900 which provided that the
land should be subject to dlsposal under the "homestead,
townsite, and desert land lawe,"10 With the reservation land
thus thrown open to homesteaders, the way was paved for
& aspeody settleme
soon dotted with ranchers, grain farmers, towns peoples
busily engaged in their respective pursuits,

nte What was once & military domain was

10
Ths
XXXI, “napter M%%ﬂng



CHAPTER XV
POST MORTEM

As time went on most of the sixty-fivel bulldings thet
once graced the reservation wers torn down and moved. The
only buildings that remained werc the ammmition arsensl,
the bullding known as Oenerel Hazen's headquarters, and the
officers! guarters. The labter bullding was purchased by
John Mercer. In this twenty-room mansion he, his wife and
thres children, John Jr, Sarah, and Eate established thelr
home., Because of the many memories enclosed within 1ts
walls 1t becsme known as the Vills Militaire.® It was a
welleconstructed building, which was an unusual feature
ag far as moat of Fort Buford's buildings were concerned,
¥While the other bulldings, except the magszine, had been
constructed of adobss or of sottonewood timber, which was
not very durable, this bullding was constructed of easbern
pine which bad been shipped up the Missourli by stesmboat."

i
Hermamm i af the Commissioney of

General Lami .fie go

IRRSTEh AR BECtons, Ot ky, 19570, Begork of Secrtary of

2 ?mr Great Falls -
, 1ls Tribune, Sept. 4, 1932, {(Gre
Fallas, MonTamaY p. o T ’ » {orest

3

Iblde



It wag two and a half atories hizh and was

4
fireplaces and seven exceptionally large chimneys.
gecond floor was the Sacred Heart Chapel with its old worm

knesling benches and the beautifully coclored alter.

Hers the Mercers entertained visitors from near
and &r, showing them through the many rooms which ware
preserved in their historic setting even to the rugs on the
floor. The bullding abounded in pietures, relics, amd
books, Joln Hercer could resownt the history of the fort
fran the time he came there with General Hazen in 1872,
He and the general had been close friends even to the
point of being married on the same day at the ssme place
on Fort 8mith, Arkansas. He had come to Fort Buford
only upon the regquest of Hazen who wanted Mercer to accompany
him to his new post. There he served as clerk in the governs
ment store untll the fort was dismantled.® In 1915 Jonn
Mercer dled, to be followed fourteen years lester by hia
vite.7 John Jr., Sarah, and Eate continued to live in the

3;5 ¥1111aton 1927, (Williston
80 mkg} —&&_“—&m

5Ths Great Fslls Tribune, Sept. 4, 1932, p. 9.

6 Usher L. Burdick, Tales from Buffalo Land. The
Story of Fort Bufomd, (Baltimore: Wirbh Bros., 10407 1o 19,

?
Ibld,
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¥ille Militairs until 1936 when the building was burned to
the ground., In this dresdful disaster all the contents wers
destroyed except a fevw 1‘61_11(&3.08

Today the three Mercers live in & small hut nearby.
They are the last living witnesses of the army life of
Fort Bufords The old ammunition magazine with its stons
walls, barred window, and iron door stlll stands well=-pre-
served. 4 few yards south of 1%t 1s the old headquariers
building of General Mazen's which has been recently re-
novated. ‘hese two buildings, surrounded now by a waving
flsld of grain, and the twenty deserted graves nesrby
are the last material vestiges of that once active mllitary
post which had served long and well as s frontier outpost
guarding the advance of white civilization,

8 Williston Herala, May 21, 1936, p. 4.
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APPERUIX A

RECORDS OF THE WAR DEPARTMENT, ¥ilitary Departments and Divisions
Department of Dakota
HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF DAKOTA
8te Paul, Minn., July 16, 1868,

General Orders,
Ho. 1le

Subject to the approval of the Secretary of War, the
public lands inclosed by the hereinafter described survey
ere hereby reserved to the Unlted States for military pure
poses, and dsclared to be the Hilitary Reservation of the
post of Fort Buford, Dakota Territory,

The initial point is at the intersection of the 104th
degree of longltuds west from Greé%ich, with the 48th parsllel
of north latitude; thenece run south fifteen miles, thence
east fifteen miles, thence north thirty miles, thence west
thirty miles, thence south thirty miles, thence east fifteen
miles; at the apex of each of the angles of the square thus
describsd, a square cut stone one foot on the edge, and
three and one-half feet in length, will be firmly imbedded
eighteen inches in the ground. On the 1lnner face of each
stone will be pasinted the words, "Military Reservation®,

The Post Commander will cause the lines, as herein
described, to be run without delay, by an officer of his
command, and the inclosed area platted with as much accuracy

a8 the circumstances will permit. A copy of ths plat will
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bes forwarded to these Hesdgusriers as scon ag zade, for e
inforration and actlon of the ¥ar Deparbment,

The Chief Qusrtermmsier of the Depariment will puyw
ehase & oompass end chaln and forvard, with the least delay
precticatle, to the Commanding Offteer of Yoot Buford, for
the survey herein redulred.

D OF ENT. BAJ. (0. e E. TEREY.

use in raking

S Ty Greone,
Asslatant &ﬁﬁﬁ%&’i% Gone:

orficiale

Aasistoent
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of 1861, e a; mﬁ e :m:w is:t@ &2%%3 emm wﬂw
Ciifford during t»s& pizht in shiech there wae & laplsy of
hoptilitye It is copled &3 mmtalg a8 possitle from e
repiice of the @ﬁgﬁu&i s it &g@m@& m m too lesivle
seript in Durdick¥s Sales of © 530 Land
Fort Dufowrd, D. T+ Foly g8}

%o the underaiysned Uncapps Chiefs and officers. Ue

hereby glve our parcle to the United States of Amsrica snd

do solennly promise that we wlll never a;aln take up sres

toe timt we will do all we posalily oot 1o rocenclls OuUP DODe
ples tho Uncepps 3loux to thesiy present condition and alev to
the pew life that fis opesing beforve tien pamely the sddoption
of an agrieultural 1ife and 185 prrscits. And thet we will
observe and obay the lows widlch govern widlte people and coDm
form to them &3 stPietly 8 we find 1t posniide t¢ G0 In
vitnese ushierecst we have hereuntc set out hends and sesls the
dsy and éate aiove written. Asd Ip W, CLIfrord Cepte Ue ©°
he Gall ¥e Clifford

Chase-Iho Thundey Gapt. of Infye

Crow Fitness 7. Stene

Great Lesr
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APPERDIX C

The following 1s the section of en ect of Congress
which led to the appointment of Alvin Leighton as the poste
trader st Fort Bufopd end {orced zll the independent traders
includins Cherles Larpenteur and F. ¥ Sersrld out of business
In 1871. Its misuse later led Lo the impesciment of Secre-
tary of ¥ar Balknaps

Statutes at Larze and rroclaszations of tﬁe Intted States of
Fer 108 D7 LNGOTrS Fe CBNTGPs TOLUBS |

- An sot saking sprroprietions for ihe support of the
sy for the resr @&é*nz June tairty, el-hisen %ﬁﬁé??ﬁ and
aavg&tw ene, ard for obhe? DuPrpresfs 331 lu 1870. Thaplas
£oX01ve §1st Songrees 24 58S, Phe Sl

And be 1% [arthsy srmetsd, Thel froo ang sfter the
peess e o nis sob the Jeeretasry of Zer De, end hie I8 hereby,
sutiorized Lo sermlii one or more tradine sstabllighments Lo Le
mgintained st any 2'litery post on the Iroentisr vot in the
vicintty of my oity or town, swhen In hls ludresent, sach

wodsllon of exlzrants,

estat:listment ls needad for ihe acow
Ireaf mtops, and other clitizena; and the porsons Lo saintsin
gach trading sateblishuentis shell beo appointed by hiny Froe
a4, That such traders shsall be ucder protection and mille
tary control ss cexnp followsrs.e The Joint resolution spproved
dareh Thirty, 51-htesn Sundrsd Jizty Sewven, to anthorize the
sommantine cenaral of Lbe aray Io porsii trpders to reaein at

govtain =2llitery posie is hevsLy rapeslede
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CHAPTER &84 An A0t to provide for the dlspossl of
the Fort Juford sban onod militery reservailon, in the States
of Borth Dekota snd Sontanae

abandoned giftafg reservation in the Statos of Horth Dabota
and Pontana, {ormerly known as Fort fuferd Eilitary leservae
tion, and which are not otherulse occoupled or used for any
s, ars hereby made subject to dlapossl undeyr
the homestesd, townesite, and dessyb.lsnd lesws: Frovided,
That actusl oceuvpmits thereon upoa the {irst day of Jaruory,

mﬁi}ié LUEDOS

ninoteen hundred, 1§ otherrlise qusliffed, srsll hove the Prow
ferance Pigint to muke one entry not excesding
occupled for towne-nlte puPposes, and soy of the lands that

soections

muy e shosn to be valuelle for cosl or wisersls, ewch lands

8o occupled for Ltown-slis purposes or valuatle for coal or
mineraio shall be dlsposed of as now provided for landes subw
ponl, or pinoertle

4 laws, respectivalys Frovided rupther, That this Act

Ject to entey and ssle under L toenesite,
shall not eyply to any subdivision of land, shich subdivisbon
may inelude adjolnin: lands to the aroust of ose hundred and
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sixty scres, on which any bulls or improvements of the
Unlted States ars situated, tut such lands shall be appraised
and sold &8 now provided by laws

Approved, lay 18, 1900,
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APPEEDIX E
RECORDS OF TUE WAR DEPARTMENT, O0ffice of the Surgeon General,
Circular No. 4, December 5, 1870. The Hatlonal Archives, Wash-
ington, D. C. {(taken from a photostatic copy in the Montana
Unlversity Library, M¥lissoula, Montana)

DESCHIPTION3 OF MILITARY POSTS

FORT BUFORD, DAKCTA TEXRITCRY
EEPORT OF ASSISTANT SURGEON J.P. KIMBALL, UKITED STATES ARWMY
o

Fort Buford, located in latitude 48 north, ‘long-
itude from Greeﬁwich 104o west, 1s on the north bank of
the ¥lssourl River, near ithe mouth of the Yellowstone.

The reservation has not been declared. Thirty mlles
square ias held reserved, as descrlibed and arnounced in Gen—
eral Orders Fo. 21, Headquarters Department of Dakota, dated
July 16, 1868.

The Elssouri River averages in this vicinlty bout
one-nall mlle in width in its usual channel, It has a flood
rlain which ls Irom forty rods to several miles wide, end
which is coversd with water 1n thie occasional great floods
that occur once in several years. This flood plain or boitom
lanéd is generally well timbered, and covered with a dense
undergrowth ol willows and shrubs. Above this 1s a grassy
plain irom one Yo four or five miles 1u widih, extending

back to the nilis or "bad lands," and abounding in sage=
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brush and cactus. The structure of this plein, 85 observed
in dlgeing wells, consliats, for ths first eleven feet from
the surface, of & porous clayy then for stout thres feel, a
fine gravel; next 1s white send for fifteen fest, mnd black
sand for two feel, bLeolow which is a stratum, about twenty-
twe or twenty-three feet in thickness, of & very tough, sraye
fsh blue clay, As soon a8 this layer of clay is perforated
water in larsze guantity risss through the opening and affords
aen unfailing supply. The average depth of the Lhree wells
et the post is &2 feet. The surface of the ground in which
they are located is 38 feel above the river &i the ordinary
staze of water. Through this plaln, at distances of one«half
to two or three milea apart, are ravines, or "cooliss,” as
they ars called hers, ramning frem the hills to ths bottom
lands of the river, constituting an excellient system of draine
age. But few of them contain water, however, except In very
wet seasons. The water of the few smell streams that do run
through them is intensely alkaline, containing sulphate of
soda in large quantity., These coollies sre generally of suffie
cient depth to conceal from Observation & party of horsemen
until the observer approaches to within e few yards of them,
end are invaluable to the Indlan for purposes of secrel spprosch
and ambusoads,

The striking festurs of this vicinity lies in the "Hau-

valses torres,® or ¥uad lends,® which consisi of s succession
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of vavren hills, or "buttss,” sverazing from two to three
bundred feet in height. These buttes are chiefly composed
of compact c¢lay, very touzh and elastlc, conslidered to be
a tertiary deposit., They bear abundant evlidences of crosion
by water, some having leen nolded into & conlcal form, while
otiiers ave assumed a ryramlidal shape, and others agzein have
besn worn away on oné or mofe sides untll they presant a
perpendic;lar face hundreds of feet in helght. At this
point these lands extend back from the plain for five or
six miles, beyond which is & rolling prairie. Their general
ccurse nere is from west to east along the ¥issourl Eiver,
wiiich approaches them closely at some points, KNear the
bases of these buttes there not univeguently crops out a
seam of lignite, averazing from four or iive inches to as
many feet in thickness. It 1s of falr quallity for fuel,
and the lndicatlons are tinst the deposit is sulliclently
extensive to render it of zreat valus for locsl uses should
the population of the country ever pe sufiiclent to require
it. It 1s, however, so prone to c¢rumble to 8 iine powdsr
upon exposure to tihe air, that 1t would probably be imprectica-
ble to transport it & long diastence to market.

The only stratilled rock that has bsen observed in
the vicinity is a calcarsous sandstone tertiasry, free from
fossils, which crops out anundantly among the clay hilla,

This stone 1s valuable for building purposes, hardening by
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exposure to ils wesller. It contsine 100 muoch caruonet
of 1ime to Y& used In the constructlion of ovens, since
1t erosmblss alter lonp-continued saposare Lo sat. Yeta~
asorchile roch oopurs only In the gsrenite and nles sehlst
of oiders, «hilch have bBoon Dronght o fhoir pragent
placer in Lo drifit.

Desarving of notice ars the runeroans and Tesull

ful specimens of peirifled wood, entlye log

 and stumps
of ahich, sapposed to be ol ledly cedar, srs irsguently
Tound in the hills of & searl; wnite color, Iirnely tint
=11z varicns shedse ol red and orizsch.

The country arcund "hie post 1o not arsble. The
plaln just deseribed would producs erogs 1Y 1t co:ld be
irrigated, Ihe country is badl; watercd, Occeslopaliy
elons tre river sirips af(l&nﬁ are {ound capabls of pro-
dnelny corn and vesstables. Gome of Lhe mors common rep-
resentatives of the veretadble lnsdox are the ssheleaved

1y scate

maple or rose tlider, (Nerundo mesrolies,; sperce

tersd slopg the Lanks; the red oslar torwoud, {Cerscs atole

onifera) Ls ;lentiful i tie saue logelliye 7he bionile
vimmnlk, whieh the indisns zucke lz ithe lnver harik of thls
shrub corsped off and driec. ihey call 1t "Ihsheghebe
sualia" I oyses sen i fouond in verylos guaentliiles on
the wooiad river bottoms. Jed csdapr la siarinsly foungd

’ : *43is and L Lo e Faen ey 2o e g P AT T «
oo the Lills and Lo the rochy yavioes, wsaslly of @ small
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stunted charscier. 4 speclies of the willow family finds
& place in ths low molst syounds. IV i a gtaud Irom 5

to 8 feet Ligh, and is probmuly the low bush willow, (8slis
humille.) The cotien wond {Poryulus monilifera) constitutss
the vulk of ihe forest Lun thls viclpliy, ana iz the only
wood aveilable In any qaaaﬁity for fusl or ballding pare
poses. 7The low hottorm lands along the ¥lgeourl and Yellow-
stone Nilvers are Jor tie most part coversd wilh eolione
wood forests. The =114 yellow or red plum (Prunus Amerw
icanus) ig found 1n the ravines and on the pralrle slde

of zolnts of timber located on the river lands. It is
edible, and ol pood {lsvar, being the best Iralt the
vieinity sfiords. The number of tress, however, sre limliad
and the supply; coneegaently seanty. The choke cherry
{Prunus Virginiasna} ls iound in such the sawe placss and
guantities. & variety ol sarvice berry (Amelanchler
Canadensis) ls abundant slcng the sireaze as 8 shrub.

ihe amooth, ﬁzlu zovsenerry {Bites Lirtsllum) is sparing-
ly foupd In ravines. The klssourl currsnt (Xilvesls sursum)
iz more comsmon in the sams logolitye The bulifelo, or bull
verry, {(Shepherdle arrentsa,) &n edivle, acld red frult,
ripaning late in the sseaon, Oceurs abundantly, usually

in the botiom lands. It 1s very valuatls to the Indlans,
e often subzlst on 1t zlmost entirely for seversl weeks

during the fali, 8t times when ihers hapiens 1o be sreat
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scarcity of game., The pomue. bLlanche, or Indian turnip,
{Psoralea esculenta,) 1s abundant in the hirsh rrounds and
sandy soille It is much used as food by the aborigines.
The priekly psar {Opuntlis Kissouriensis) is extremely
abundant in the prairie, and Ly its snarp stiff spines is
rendered & very anuoying obstacle to the traveler, whether
mounted or on foot. Lambes juarters {(Chenopodium album)
grows plentifully in the low moist bottoms, and 1s highly
priged and much used durinz the spring and early summer
for sreens. 7The wild onlon (Allium stellatun) 1s common
upon the hillesides and steep banks. A specles of wild
mint ficds & place on the molst banks of streams in the
vicinitye.

Some of thie more important animsls are trhe Ameri-
can Lison or buifslo, mountaln sheep, white and tlack-
tailed deer, eolk, sutzlope, Canada lynx, wild calt, Amer-
lcan pray wolf, coyote, common red fox, swiflt iox, prairie
fox, silver gray iox, Inalan dog, grizzly bear, black bear,
long-tailed ermine, mink, bad:er, common skunk, American
ctter, fisheg, American sable, Canada porcupine, Jjack hare,
gray rabblt, beaver, sopher, and muskrat,

The climate 1s one of extremes, belng excessively
hot in summer and extremely cold in winter., The extreme
heat of swamer 1s of short duration, and the nl:hts are

always cocl. Winter seis in early 1In December, sand lasts



*ergznise puw ‘irswey Slenm WITeENOWD fdous Jsyeing
“pecaed ‘ol eie esTawosad 2l exw fuapla o7 joer Liumeal
jecxie B Eq meny woil pelwawies puw fpmost eperel ey go

e u%ﬂﬂﬂvw@ k2o ﬁmf %ﬂﬂm{vﬁlg a%. ﬁUWMMNMdMMMuﬁw %MMM Mﬂ. .H,mw _WWM, - @mﬂg

«3IEnE Duw YOIII0 o jusaniDe flreyorr 380d frejidec: eun
£9 3998 3 uo pow Tenvwatesn foedwoo ano Lo uWInoR @uR 9O
fxovaans Ledod uo DU TROTIT0 DOV ONOI-RI008 3 S8R

TENTII0 TUN UCOI-RINGS LIGUTImnd ey £n 38D ¥

oo fsaestend (SI00Tire ou Jo 80T NI0U 91 [ DeDUROS

87 *z¢87 cop In 003 founord epwlwud 9N CDREDWEDONS 30U @Y

30070 0% DIEE0Y FUYoer TEDIE TITOS ouL  Yuilen U I8er IT
topwnaose TEDRceE w £n 98DTe onity 9o pomeTouy 2y gord
FFUL  CwIPwess o7 go@ & wadvey uy epeed gop fpunels
Jo 30TC IRYroUBINRI ¥ ouednm TR @7 31 cemeXicsd Wy

#e0R ¥ 3207 O3 TUTTTIRG SO RIOR #U3 0T} WOTIE 0wyl

.00 1 wereelooy SAT) 0% oW

i

Lrpdans 500 v 89 PEIRTINRINS 48177 988 DIOILC BI07
*@enaNT Jejrend

w pue eutr gposw Fieg mawel ovy 10t elwisay TEOOuT I3
nMM&g F 41 ®Y 9TRd ¢ TTeY YUl #@W@ﬂﬁ.ﬂﬂw srgmay BIORT U
8% pealesnt ¥ 3eu 42% aIniwteduey wY SULTIIINS @ul DU
nhmw g7 sluadoowly 911 *SI¥ NRTE Nﬂmmx% gylen M%PM%&&%
I3 97 UoTLE T38u 08% 0 _ﬁ_ﬂm@# § o3 STTR} SORTILEOR LOUS
*SOUCIINO0D TOWNNGT IO BIT 913035 A0S U9 TEIc *SJuANS

Pow enOnLIIUUS &7 pIod iyl vrisdy 30 @7 eul awess TIIus



123
The barracks, five in number, are rectangular
sdobe bullaings, each 124 feet in length, by 24 feet wide,
and 10 feet hiszh to the eaves, not celled. %Walls 17 inches
thicke Roofs of bosrds and slabs, covered with dirts ZHach
barrack is divided into a first sergeant's room, 12 by 24
feet; men's quarters, 70 by 24 feet; mess-room, 30 by 24
feot, and kitehen, 12 by 24 fest. éha naturel illumination
of the quarﬁers in insufficient. 'In the dormitory there
ars but three windows, each £ Iset 6 inches wide, by 4 feet
8 inches high, not afiording sufiiclent lisht to read by
except in thelr Immecdlsate vicinity. The quarters are ab
all times dark and sloomy, tie exacﬁ regverse ol what they
should e were the health and comfiort of the occupants
considered. The ventilatlon of the gquarters Ly means of
flues immedlately benesatn the eaves, snd the larse open
fireplacses, is sulfiicient in this climate, 1 the rooms
ares not avarcrawdsa. T™he alr space in the men's quarters
is 138,480 cublc feet, and tihe aversge occupancy sixty men,
allowing, trerefore, but 308 cuble feet of alr to each man,
The quarters are well warmed by lirepleces and stoves.
A serious {ault in these %uilainé’ia the entire abgeice
of & room for bLathing purrvoses; the only facilities the
wen now have {or washing belng a basin of water ocut of
doors, and the kissourl River, which last 1ia éo rapld

and danrerous at thils point that otut few avall themselves



iz

of the opportuniiy 1% glves durlng e Jee monils io ibe

sEsETs 10 ke e Delly arrange. Lo thyet tievs ong

ahove Lo oiher, esdh Tunk holding Ueo mene The conpany

nigRoay, sre siisated 110 foet distant {vom

the Iort, ebch conglisliine ol e S1bshy 30 feel in length

wy 8 faset wide sud 18 feet L depll, with 8 ullding erected

The gltehens are ol zopls slze, ot Yelr location

iz obleoticesble, a2, wwins Lo the sewe fallidiny snd in
aloss prosisity o thz sen's guarters sod coermmicsting

G e o g 5 4 2 T . 3 & e o i %o = *i* ’E"“% % A P - E 5 -
witn then, much of 1he giess o0 @liluvin Izss ing Iree

guently reodarlz e guertere vary JloRoresulle.

w

s objeseilon of losalll

T o pelssd soalnst e
LB REWITOOG, 00 facrl st tiern 12 no sitors o lumlore

room coriantsd Bith 1o Tadesois il medes evlident Ty the

el dotriment of e

rooce, #od sleszlng-roums, to the o
200t order «od m&mw ol the Quariors.

The lausdresscs oooupy sv adsbs tulldlag, 20 by
300 feat, w:igh 1n divides ints Ilve roote, sach 20 fsot
BguaPe. ‘N & Ilie with this ullding are the guarisrs

the oltizean s

Loes, w0 elobe ulldlng, 20 by 20
foet, civided lnto ihres rousy each 15 Uy 20 {eots In
Fear of the laundyozssos? guertsrs 18 e edobe alliing,

1e ?gﬁ feet, 08 cooaplol Ly tho Lnter relor.e
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The ofiicerat guarters conslist of three adobe bullilngs
and twe wooden ones, The adobe Lulliinzs are asch 45 by
&3 Imet, a&nd 10 feat nizk to Lhe esvss, snd, dlvided by s
naxll throush the center into tes sste of guartsrs of thres
rooss ssch, sach room 14 by 134 feet. The wooden tuildings
wers wulilbt in 1805, when the [ort wes [irst sstenllshed,

One uilding is 495 vy 28 fest, the other 33 by 20 feete
Hach ong is dlvided isto three roume and a hall., The aéﬁzeara
guarters are sll well warmed, 1l hted, snd ventllated,

The edfutastts orilce end ihe post library are
in an adobs fayﬁéig\asaﬁ sz & hospliial,; 34 by 22 fest,
dlvlded into thres yooms of equal slze, ous of whilch is
TAGADE o

The comulassary stors-rooms and oifice sre contalned
in owe adobe uildlng, 8¢ feet wilde by 206 {eet lougz, and
10 feet hluh to the esavesm. These rooss ars well wermsd
and venillated, and a&re kept in adulrebls order snc pollce,
Extending in & line with the commlissary Dullding iz the
gquartermasierts store~roor and olflles, contalred in sn sdove
vallding, 8¢ by 124 fest, and 10 feet hiph to the esves.

The zusrd-house, 40 uy 28 feel, and 10 fset hich,
conslats 00 two roome, each 20 oy 22 feet; one ullt of
adove used 83 ihe guarderoom, anc one uilt of logs for
the prisonerts guartzrse The bulldlng is well warmed by

stoves, The 1llwsination, both satursl ang artificial, is
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vad, Veutllallon very bsd. The prosent gosrd-house is
intended to s used oply tesporsrily until s sood one can
b tallte

The mosyital sse orlgimelly eprsoted In e smrer
of 1347, Jor s oompany barrack, s wes aasd &3 each untll
Jane, 1958. Its dimenslons sad struwstare are simllsr to
tioge of ihe Larreciks alvesdy Jessribed. It fs divided
into a dlspeczary, 18 Uy 82 Iset, siorsepocs, 16 by 12
foot, warid, 35 Dy 8§ Isst, betheroas, I0 Uy 2 feel; zesae
T, 19 by 24 fest, sod kitchen, 12 vy 24 leet, The ward
1z Sumlahad with twelve beds, glivine to sach 138 sguare
faot of %a;&%fi%iﬁi.&r$a,'amé 1,490 cuble feet slr spece.
The ventilatlion of the warsd ls escellent, I iz ofimeted

by nmmerous sxell orendbses In the welis lmsadlately bew

neath the euves, Wil Uy tme larse open I{lreplaces. The

roo: 1s sell wmereed 1y thees Ulredlaces and Leo woodestovos.

The setural fllumlmstion of e ward oy msans of Joor windows,
1 insnflle

clent. The kitohen, of sufiilclient zlze snd eccoodatliongy

is bacly losstad in too closs proximity 1o the werd. The

sgch 2 feet & inches uwlde, ¢ {set 3 iloches Lish,

hospltal siok 1s ballt teenty Jest {ron Uw hospital,

The post miery 18 s adalw walldlsneg, SO Uy 48
fesl, =ith walls ﬁ%%@at Licloke It contalns Lm0 ovens, eauh
18 by 18 lest, well construciads

The stableg sye tso woudsn Lulléings, one I8 vy



850 fest, and one 17 by 813 fests They are well constructed
and adepted to the purpose for which they mers bullt. The
gorral iz BSO feat sguare, includlng & sheld, iﬁ%ﬁy 250 fest,
built for the ositlis. &% the east side of the corrsl, sad
soer the oeuter of the eest elde of the [ov%, le the Watcherts
shop, & wooden buliding, 80 by 26 fest. Senr the vorral

snd stakles are thyes tenmporary evoden bulldisce, two of
roolsd »ith tarpeulina. Ons L@ 20 oy 356 feel, und

aned as wr acditional comlssar;y ptopee-room; one S0 by 20
feet,and ons 30 by 250 faet, both filled with rrain.

then

the libyery coesistis of 73 mlues.

%he rost ls shielly supplied with swater from the
Yissourdl Biver. There are, however, three wells within
sha fort, one of shich wsz duz in the winter of 1888 and
15687, st & time vhen the garrison was zurronnded sl Leslepsd
by hoetile Indiens. The other two wers suni i{n the fall
of 1467, neer the corral, for the supply of the catile axd
horses, aas to serve iz osae of scergenty. tThe wster from .
these wells g 2ard, clsar, sud transparsnt, ansd tas @

slizhtliy saline tuste. It zoolaln

z & smBll swoant of llue
acd chlorine. & smell sscunt of orgmnic mettsr s prosent.
The water from tihese sells le now used only for the oattle
nd being daily
breazht in sarls from the river, 750 yards distant., The

snd borsen, the sntirs supply fow ihe comsa

river sstor contalne & largse amount of saspsaded matter,



primciselly oley and ssnd, & carsial sessaresent 1o the
wonth of Zeptasbsy, 8% ¢ ssagon when Lhe waler of s iver
is comparatively clear, gave eliity-~{our srelos of suspended
natter is oms gallonm of ths ester. In the &pring end daring
tre #erly pert of tihe pameser, wosn the river iz hish, the
sxoant of suspandsd meiter is &Y least doubled, Ths sddition
of s8ix zrains of sluose to the gallon of watsr renders it
perfosotly clear snd irenspsrsnt alter standins tewlve houte.
Lleared of the suspendad matisr, 1t 1s excellsnt sslar,

maoh superior o thst of ths wells. DTurlng the winlaer of

1385-187, when ths wvell wmater wss used axcluaivsly by the

zarriscen, the records show that dlerrinam was ihe provslent
disemsa, In the Ifsll of 1387 & suider incresse in s pum-
bar of ceees of dlarrhoe sasz charged to ths unss of the
wnter from the well, which wne nsed on atcount of belng
enlder than the river water. Ghe well wie cloassd, and the
spidesiec imsediately sbated. During the susser and fall
of 1868 the river mniter was used exclusively. The daily
amount of water furnlished the troopa Sveragess aboul oight
gallons jer hesd.

The natursl dralnsge of the jost is sxcellasct,
In front the ground slopes gently to ths river, and on
both the sast snd west ends 1t descends gradually 0 aksllcw

ravinsg rusoing parallsl with, and smptying inte the Mver.
ferdsns ares cultivated, producing letlues, railshes, cudume
ters, and gress corn ln suiliclent szoust to furnish & falr
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Comrmanication beitesan the post and nsarsst toen 1ls by the
Elssourl Kiver. 7Thers is no publle land conveyance, Hall
cormrication is very irregulsr and uncertaine. The post
nas twlice been nearly three nonthis without recelving e mall.
Turing the past year s umall hag been recslivad aboul onse
8 ~onthe It ls egarried on horssback, via Ferts Jtaveneoen
and Totien, Dekots Tarritery, 490 amlles, to Fort Ausrcrasble,
pacota Territory, the naarest nall station. The lesngih
of time reguired for a leiter to zo to é@y&rﬁasgt e s e
guarters iz about ihirty days.

The territory on ihe north side of the Elasourl
Biver ls ¢lsimed by the Asslniboline Indlans, from Whilte
Farth tiver, o5 milee sast of the post, Yo ¥ilk River,
a-out 170 miles wast of 1t. The Asslalbolines were orizine
ally & part of the Yancton tribe of the zreat Dakota or
5loux Hatlon, &nd, according to traditlon, split off from
that 3ribe and bovmme s sepsrate psople throush some 41ff-
teulty that arose arout 8 woman. 7hey ¢all themselves
Hokes, sni clalx to e Dekotas. The nane “Assinivoine,”
meanin: stone-bollers, was lven to thes 5y the (rees, thelr
nelonoors on the aorth, oo accoumt of & siagular method
vracticssd Ly them of ﬁwlinv mest by olding in the water
nheated astones, Catlin staies that in 1832 the Azzinlbolnes
mmmbared 7,000, 4t present they do not excesd 2,000, tmall-

poOX snd war heve been thelr destroyers. The Asslniboines
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are stiletlc wel.l-formped, iime look .ng Indiane, and szince
the egtablisoment of this poet have besn unliorsly {riendly
to the whiites, and have {recusatly remdered valuable sere
vices to the Government. Turiny the winters ol 1HO5-16Y
and 1387458, they kepi the commend apirised of the move
mente of the hostlile 3loux, and durimg iha past season,
{1:62), after tho cepture of the Covermment Lerd of besef
cuabttle iroe thls sout by the Sloux, ey ssnt a courisy
betwaen o0 snd 70 miles to Mye inforsmtion o1 the Glres-

tion in woleh some of the catile nad strayed, and afterward
drove intoc ihe fort seversl head wilch they had Jound

upon tho grérig neslly on@ anarsa wml les cistant. The
sesinlboines are wvory snxious Lo Nave en azency establlshed
gxons then, siszllsr to thase snon: the Indlesns lower dowm

the river. They are noor ln Lworses and few In runmbsr,

b

518 «

4

onsequently uwneatle to pursue the vulisle, thelr

criaf scures of pubsistence, 1o any great dlstasnce from
home, ant thelr buniting srounds wpe constantly encroeched
upon by other trives, the Crows on the west, e (rees

and 3ritish helfi-breesds on the norih, the Yancionsls,

Oroz Ventres, Xess, and ¥endang on the essi, s&nd the Tetons
{sioux) on thwe zouih. Owlng te the inrosds of these iribes
on the lands ©i tha assinlocines, zewe® l:s lseczing scarce,
prd they arve &t tiwmes almost In & state of starvatlion.

Curlns the spring o1 1868, & camp of 30U or 40 lodzes ngap
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the fort chiefly subsisted themselveg for several wesks
upon the offal from the butcher's shop and corn picked
out of dung heaps. They are keenly alive to the fact
of the lncreasing searcity of geme, and are anxious to
learn to cultivete the scll btefore they shall be over-
taken by starvaitlion. Their poverty in horses arises
principally from their trafiic with the British half-
breeds from the Red River of f{he Horth, who make fre-
gquent trading expeditions into thelr country with pow-
der and whisky. The Assiniboines are now mostly encampe
ed on the ¥issourl River, lram G0 to 100 miles west of
the post. In the lmmediats vieinlty are the Gros
Ventres, Mandans, and Yanctonals on their wirter hunt.
411 these Indians are friendly.

On the opposite or south side of the ¥issourti
is the country of the Teton Sloux, who, since the estab-
lishment of the post, have proved as uniformly hostlle
a8 the Asainlboines have Iriendly. The band of the
Sloux that wost Infest this vicinity is the Onkpspas,
slthouzh 1n some of thelr raids other bands have been
recognlzed. 8lnce the establishment of this fort in
1855, they have killed at the post, or in 1ts immediste
vicinlty, eleven men-five soldiers anc slx citizens.
3ix of these men have been killed since Kay, 1838. On

the 20th of August, 1858, they made an sttack in force
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apon the Sowrnssnt herd ol beel esttis at tils post,
and cagtured gwer BEOU of thewm, In this Tisht twuo man

L e killed and leur woundsd, one mortally. In sdditien
to their relestless war ugen the whites, %@ﬁ Eloux ATe
conetently oaressing the Asslnibdbaines, ¥1lling men, woman,
sxad ehl ldren Bscause of thelr friﬁﬂﬁ§h1$>faﬁ\ﬁ%$ whiton,

The bealtl of the locality Is exesllent, snd

theare f&fa 20 preveilling dissssse. The nost sosmon dlge
aRses &re verersal sl sculs rheumaliiss. The Jatlgus
duty parlorsed .7 the troops Fas Leen nitherto extremely
eneTous, ut wliih ibhe exception of (ke exgosure of the
workmen in the adobe yerd during a few exgecsively hot
days in the swsser of 1363, frox whilch ssversl ceses of
dissese resulilted, sanc onge oy tulés iLhe moxsl depression
praducsd by belng herd driven, I uave seen 0o injurious

sfiset produced wron the wen of the coewand, but on the

contrary I cuonslder & ressopsble soognt of fatigue duty
periormes ln the epen alry 4during plessant westher s Lenow
figisl to ittem. Zspecially is ls the csse during the
winter, whec the lator of gettimg fuel in zood westher
ot only gives nesded and Lwelihiul sxeveise, Lut furnishes
en apreeabls rellel W the sonotany of slttiar snd stande
is around & fire il erowied Quarters, snd, Uy ocoupylag
the pind and stlisntlion, 4o0e wach 1o prevent that ennul

md postalglia shiel [roctler garrison 1life is spt %o

generate. Amusesmentsz of ithe soldler consist of base
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pall, cricket playing, and hunting. A theatrical per-
formance ls given once & wask L. a troupe composesd of
men in the ompeand., Situabted on the west slde ol the
sapade ground 1s & wooden bullding, 75 by € fest,
arizisally erscled ioy & siore-rcom, now used s a

theaiels
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APPENDIX P
Taken from a document from the flles of the United States
War Department in Washington, De Ce., which was typsd by
Dr. Osgood of the University of Hlnnesota. Thlas typed
copy is in the Xontana Historical Library, Helena, Montana,
HIBTORY OF FORT BUFORD

0. R. D, of the Adjutant Genersls' Office Record of
History of Post. Vol. 198, Fort Buford. pp. 1-8.

LOCALITY AKD HISTORY OF POST

Part Buford is located in Dakots Territory in
latitude 48 north, lengitude 2?0,. west, belng in the
extreme uorth-wegtern portion of the Territory, but a
few rods east of the boundery line between Dskota and
¥ontange territories, and about sizxty miles from the
Britieh Possessions on the north. It 1s situated on the
left bank of the Hissocuri River, twoc miles below the
mouth of the Yellowstone, 2209 miles from St. Louls by
river, and %07 miles from Fort Benton, the head of steam-
boat navigation of the Missourl, fThe kElssourl at this
point runs nearly due east. The fort is bullt upon ths
pr&ria, 780 yards {rom the river, and 38 feet above it,
at the medium stare of water, the plain gently sloping to
the river benk which rises abruptly 18 to 1lb feet above
the water's edge.

In April, 136s, Company ¥C", 3rd. Batialion, 13th
Infantry (afterwards Co. "CY 3lst. Infantry) was assigned
to Fort Unlon, ¥. T. {(then owned and occupled by the NH.V.

Fur C0e.) wlth instructions to erect and establish a new
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military pest pear thet place. On the 12tk of June, 1843,

the Comgpeny mundsr ithe etunand ol Uaptals snd Brevet ileat.
£0le Fe s Fapkin, aryived st ropt Unloen, He T+ snd after
8 brial survey, dropped down the glver 8 oy 1o ﬁiiﬁﬁ'ﬁéﬁ?
trs location of ithe fut-rs fort. June 15th, the site wan
- melected, the syound sdean leld eul, and Lhe Poul nanad

Fort Huford in the mesorry ol the Jsis Balor Jenersl Zuford.

The eory of ilding e Iord mas atl once comssnted

&:d ov. £844 wns conpletead. The Fort ss 1t then stood wes
r atosksds, 320 Ly 300 feet, 12 feet In helsht,

& rectangul
with twe Glocu=-nouses or mationy, sech 8l feet sguare,
plerced with [our portholes for srilllsry and foartess f{op
muskelry, snd standing, ouns M ithe sculhwsst and ths othsy
oo the morthesel corper of the stookede. The ones on the
southwe st sorner wae larniasbed s1il & gpecond story to be
teuporerily used s 8 susrd-bouse, surscunted Ly & "lovhke
sut® 31 feet bizk commsudlny an excellent view of the

surroanding counirs. The Ztoekeds was slso pleyced with

s locpueles Iur muskelry sad provided with platlomss

sffordins alundsnl mesns §f0§§r¥§£§¢% and defense with

axposure. The bulldinges within the stockade wers the
Compandiing Ulllcerts quarlsys 450 by 28 feel and the Lieuw
tonant s gquarters I8 bty 20 feel, on the oorth slde. On
the snut side the compeny's Quaritsrs 120 Wy £8 fest.

o0 the sonth woye the siables &xd o targeuterts and
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blackoelihte #9008 &od oo the west side of tie enclosurs
woyre boe Iuberpretlerts and Zsehwenle's quericrs, ihe
sazery sud the massilng, & dare-houss and slore-chads.
Yo noepilal wes srscbed. Oulslde fhe luwi s:zﬁt%z%ﬁ& zide

&%

wA&E & SOoTrel Iowy Lo callle, S0 Uy 480 last, sarrounds

EY

T & SlockEds. BB Dl

Ll pmoge

G o ¥ s Ar W e s S s Fian SORPRE. CHPE I 0T v e -
2lil and esr el an lde=lousd. o Tildings wtve oone

stracted of colitonsood axcept tie Interpreter's sud dechen-
ies gusrbers, which wers U oiit of sdobwes walich wsors talen
fras She mulns of Jort ®llilam, Zorserly s tradins zost,
inosted socul uidwey Detwesn iLhe Diwssnt slle of ozt
Eaford amd ¥iseourl Llvele

Postile Indlsne miooysd the cgumacd mors o less
durins the gower and f3ll ¥iiling three citlzens and
Ama%mg tac horsss. AL the Segliaaling of winter, they
tersn %0 eserals Lo larger mumbers Uss ooy Dl Llthorto
done, and Lecgrber Z3rd, 1568, under ths leadergiis of
"itting 2all™ s nolorious Dloux onlef; Lhey oceupled the

saw~:1X1 and the lee-hiomes Lo Jorees, e shents thay et

twelve pounders ol Lhe Jort. TUlw aeabl seruling, sy were
asaiv lapoelilen, aad szrln Slaladgeds Thls soxrt of slege,
wild: oecssional Intarvsls, was sustsizad loy nosrly thoree
aonthbes A wall wlililn the glockade 28 Jeel Jonp, was com

plated Janasyy 4, 1367, alfopiing to the garriason an abun-
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dant éag%ig of matar. Dmring toe siutsr, tzres Indlasns
were zillsd and sevsrel woundsd,; Bad & wnllte nen, & clitle
zgsyuas Rllled, ibe ﬁsaliﬁ of the sosmand uring the
sosper sne f8ll of 1866 asd thes winter of 1866 and 157
w2z rererally good. The mopl eosp0p dlaoeass wae soubls
dlarrpes. There wars Ywo dealbs oDy digeass Juring ibls
tize, Frivete Fillilsw Eallen, Ce. 0%, 13tk Inlactry,
died Jaly 18%th, 1388 of scube disertary. Trivate adas

Fipgwigs

: Loe 0T, 33t inflentyry, disd Berel 18tn, 1287 of
cupoenie bronchilitlie

June 28th, 18857, Cospscies ®3%, Rgﬂ,'wgﬂ sid "o,
Flste Izlestyy sprived st lhs jost, persussntly sssigned
to it, lscressing toe cousanc o {ive eospenles &8 neces-
sitatin: the Dulldlug of & new .ort. Toe sctire coe
went Into canp in tents la frant of the old fort, asd the
pOYE waBs U Ones commentsd undsy the charze of fanlslin

and et Lieuls. Uols ¥e . Denkln, b Zeling the ssnlor

oztineing 1o comand. The uew {3t wes wullt of

Borgauey ist, 1887, 1% ese sullileliently cumpleled

nieh coniorbabls guertsrs to the ¢orsand, when work
apen 1Y wes suspended 19T il sfesdn, the lator of the
sarviecon belar regalred 1o eniiinmg wood and preparing I
wintsr, o no®rital mes ullt tnie ysar. & mulldilaz 8
sy i feel, the guarters Surisg e preceding vwintasr and

gpring of toe intsyoreter and Nechenles, was cogupled as
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s zospltel, Jfuns 30th, 1007, sad costlinuesd to Le used as
gach wntil Zeptembsy 1847%. Bo gusrd-~house wmag erscted,
the temporayy soe of fhe preceding yesy comntimping in use.
o5 the Znd of supsst, ths Indlans endeawvored to run off
+ Sihy

1887, five nen Sel:nging 1o Coe *C¥ 3lat Infantry while

tws Rewd, bot ®ors replged by the suard.

in the woode thyres or four miles [ros the post, sare
attacksd by Indiasns axd Frivets Cornellus foushlin w1lled

snd Corporal Sdvars Nenagher sevepsly wounded. Private

Zoughlin wés the flrst soldisr belonging to the comend

2 1led by Ivdlsns sincs the establlehomont of the Fost,

The body sas [ound next éﬁ*g goeslped and satilsted., It

hae elpes Dasu lesrnsd tigough the Indlsrs that he was

not eaptured mntil hs had expendsd ell hlis swmunltion snd
had Ellled two Indlsns and wounded 8 thirde The Indlans
captured four sules belonzips to the govermsent. Decoenber
12¢r, 1307, pursaast to Zpeclsl Orders, 2yt ¥ajor Frencis
rlarie, Captaln 2lst, Infaniry, rellieved By't Lleut. Lol.
Fw O» BEankin, Ceaptals 3let Infantry in commend of the Fost.
Tha wipter of 1857 and 53 wes sn mmug slld cne for
this locellty. 1The lowest {he Lherstumetsr stood w3 thirty
degrese below zeys ut T A. H. Janusry 7th, 1848, me
nede o stiesks Surling the winter, slthourh Ireguently
sending Ip notiflicstlion of thelir intentlon to do sos The

resltr of the cormand sas asuelly excslilent...esrerd Theatire
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was orgasiesd Surins the winter Uy the men amnd weoily
variorsances ziven, sidch d1s much %o sliord smusemant

¢

and Follisve the o

Xuy 13Uh, 18480, teo sen, eilliesos in the goslay o 17€ Hele
Pur {o. ware Rillad near Ihe ot by [sdlans., Esy 34, 1388,
Lleat. Unlenmsl f. 4. Dowsesn, Slet Infentyrr pollewed Zetg
#alor ¥, Clerke, Csptaln, 2let Infsciry lo cosssn’ of the
Posta. July B54h, 1383 Tdeut, ol Seemen lalt thx rost on
temporarily detacksd sorvice, v Balor €. F. Iichery,
Captain 3lst Inlaniry, belinrg ihe asilor olilesy prezent,

tosy comzens ad Interis, Auguat BOL:, 1243, 8 larse vody

af Indlans mads su siimcy on the sovergwent herd of Desf
suttls while grezing saheal nne wlls snd & hall froas the
Fost, snd osptuprsd over 200 Dsed. In the (150t two mon
were killed and four vounded, one fiially, lepterber 18%h,
1382, & goldler wiils Dut Nusting =83 ¥1lled uy the Indlange
ol

%

%,

™

-

terptanbed £0th, 1385, Tgwman retorned froe
“is trmporsry augonte and roguned of

1, 31 st, Infentry Jolned the Coom

mesnl @f the Tost. e
¢ 1o Qotober 1588, to

replacs Do, "FY 3lst Infentyr, wilch hed tesn tranafzrred
duaring the gwmer %0 Fort ftevenson DNeTe 5 Tantonnels .
Indian {hestlle) was srrasgt.d at the Fogt iz Decenber 1348
and giot by thr merd wnile stiempilns to make his escsrs

Deesuber Zird, 1242. On toe 13tk ol Japuary 1509, ¢ smell

war party of Indlsus mede g1 sttask, riding ur to the zoulbe
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east corner of the fort snd Iiring into the ment's quarters.
They were driven off without less to elther side. {(January
23th, 1869 Lt. Cole. A, W. Bowman, 3lat Infantry was pub
in arrest) the command of the Post assumed by Bv!t Major
Thamas Little, Captain 3lst Infanitry. Ten Indlens sttacked
the rherders bul were repulsed, with loss of one killed and
.several wounded. We lost one Indian scout killed., Msy
24th, 186% Bv't Brig. Seneral H, A. KHorrow, Lt. Col. 13th.

Infantry tock conmand of the Post.

James P, Kimball
Asst. Surgeon, U.S.A.

Post Surgeon.
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APPENTIX O

BOGRDE GF % g;f‘ LEPARTRENT, Offlce of the ﬁéjﬂt&%%

ENATE & i R S A 2 4"-.?3%1 ﬁ’;&ﬁweiaﬁv ufzﬁg E‘v ir {mﬁx-
fr@& % @gﬁ%@&%saiﬁ.ﬁapy in the &tate %&&%ﬁ:aitg Librery,
wissouls, Yontans.)

Fort saford, fekots 7.

Deeexnber 31, 1838
Dansrals

In comollence wilh the provisiong of Par,. 462
Bov. Army Heg. 1 Dave the houor 10 respestiully suislt
the Ioliowlng
"arzasl keturn®

af the troops statloned ul tiie Post, mnich Ifopce one
sists of Gospsay C. 3pd Batisilon 13 Y. S. Ianfantrye
Thls compacy a8 Srzasizsd et Jeifsrson Barracis Riss-
carl Jspuary 884 1808 and remsined &t thal Poet untll
a2pril 21tu 1586, shes im acoordanse with & lestier of luw
structione Irom Bv¥i. (0le Teo Vo ¥o ulilstler, Lajor
Commanding 3rd Bal, id3th 7. &, Indaniry, dated Jellerson
Barrecks Mo. April B, 1888 1t topsther with Co. T of
the same latl. W embsrked on iie Elesmsr Eary ¥celonsld,
with ordsys o pyocesd to Fort Leavensorth, Esnses, and
report te Cols Te ¥ s Heseve, 13th 4. 3. Iafantyy Omdp,
Dietrict of the Upper %lssouri for &ssigmssent L0 porman~
ant Fosls.

STL LO8vEn¥oTin, 1 Iound I nad
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been assliznad by Cen. Order Noe 206 Bd. Quw's 13 Ve S
Infantry Port Lsavenworth Kansas April 1o, 1365 to Fort
Unicn ¥onlans T. with lastructlons to estanligh sud erect
2 new ¥ilitary Post nesr ihat place.

$e arrived &t our desgtinstion June 1Rth 1868 srd
after 8 brisfl surver we dropped down the Hiver some 3 or
10 siles and landed nesy the locatlon of the Juture Fort,
snd on the 15th of June dissaveried ihie men and siores.
June 15 selectsd ihs site, lald ovt the srouwnd plian, and
beran wori ugon the Fort.

Fort suiord {thet bslos tie naue sslects?t and
evprovad for the wew Fort in honor and memory of ihe sere
vices of HEsle Jeceral Jobn Pulord) is situated in Dakols
Territory a.cut ome ituird of & mile Irom the Fissourl
Mver, on the Eest baok, about twe wmiles by land, and ten
by river, Irom the iradlinz Pest Fort Unlon ¥ontans Terple
tory, mesrly on the site formerly occuplsd by Gld Fort
#illiame aod pearly oppoeite ard & 1ltlle below the mouth
of the Yellowstons Elwer. All the troops except the noCe
assary gsuards were put upon fatlyue, and svary exsrtion
made Lo gel our defences sind guarters up tefore the Litter
wintey of tils couniry shoulc set ine O the 28nd of June
I nad the saw 2ill in ool runcdng order, and comwsnced

zetting out the nscessayy bLismiter for the Forte A& well
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The trade wmant on very seaceadly, zincs tre Indlens hed

e

t =11 their own way, nelping tlenselvss Ireguently to

teo or three times Lhs guantliy of zoods s s reed upon as

the rate of exchanse, or evan tai ng such articlzg a

struck thelr fancy, ths traders cutmittin: in sllence as

trher weres g0 mueh in the =inerity &s to be compareatively

gefeneeless. Finally, thelr bartzy baing over, by way

of zrstificetion of thelr trede, srnd lo ovince thelr ade

rerence to and camplisnce wlth thelr peaceful contrsacts

and arreexmants #iih the zloresald Fesco Comisgsion, they

{the indisns) let 1y & volliey of arrows s=ong the traders,

woundlng orne man &and s woy - and then departed on trelr ways.
411 trie alrost Lo sl bt of tue Peace Jeenlssiosn boat,
on the 18th of August the Indlans attmcked and

ettemptad to carry of the catile heprd; they wers repulsed

and felled In thely endsevor, however, oy the Lravery and

virllsnee of tha hercgsen, mt succssded 1o mekine off

i

%,

with twe borssa, shlch were orssing with the cattle.

uzust BC soze Indlans surprised and %21lled s
man nemed Jamss rinley, whe was chopping wood gome & or
4 miles from the Forte foptemier § thrse shlie men from
Fort Ynlon who were buanilng on the oprosite side of the
fiver, just spove the moulh of the Yallcestone wers attacked
vy the Indleng, snd two ol them kilied, ths third eScaping

by concssllng blinsell usntll & levoraile oprortunity for




Hw%
gatilng suaye.
fﬁﬁawwwwawd slter %:1lins the two men, the Indlans

Zluile on the opposite.

-

gatoersd in sresl mumbeorg on the

t?’

a4

sids, wiitn fiercs gostures, wild cries &nd warllike Jemone
BLraliclie
I opened on them with the srtillery, "ub my zuns
{Brass 12 pdir} belog smootbhebore, I could rot rssch them,
the one or twe siobl fell mar stoull Yo make fhaen dlsperees.
I have tias gone into whel may o 16 be e ce
gosary detell of tnese trunsectlions, Uecauze I 23 satlise
fied tiat Lhe remcteness of thls Post from Zesdgarters
of Baresus ami Jerartsents, hes rendered it 41ffienlt &o
conwway an sxplicit kRonowisdse and undepstending ol the
airss ,;w ties of admlnistrstlion, whore we Lamve L0 desl with
lawless snd trescherous savapes, who tolelly lroore any
and all obligations arisins {rom treaties, and who w»ill
mEke peaes wiih you today, and stealillly and trsacheronsly
shoot you {ru@ ambush (o-nOrrow; when we &re hampsred Uy
the actlon of mmﬂawmmwﬁm@wM o prefusely meke pro-lses

they ars oot avls, and sre forbldden to aiflll; when for

b-;

want of Cave Ay, or lsast a mounted fores, we heva not the
means of parsuing asd adlehluns the @wmmwﬁmwmw.wx@ et
git in forced ilnamcltlivity 1n the Yort, and wlitness, and
hear o0 the develtry iuv every dlreetion, our foroe is

i ~of the osb
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and 2t any rste, Infentry would be worthless to pursue mounted

Indians. And so we are powerless to prevent,protect,or punish.
Everything went on quietly from this time, disturbed
only by vague rumors of impending hogtilities, in which & gen-
ersl uprising of the ilndisns was to make 2 clser sweep of all
the whites on the missouri Hiver, which becoming stronger and
more authentic each day, we bent our every snergy towards fin-
ishing our stockade and other defenses, unpon which it was now
evident would dspend the safety end seourity of the entire Com-
pany. Aﬁ%&pi&ly 28 the varlious bdbuildings were sdvanced to 8uch
2 stage a8 sdmitted of their being occoupled, they were taken
possegsion of for the uses for which they were intended. Fhe
Store~house for vommiesssry and qusrtermasters stores Aug. 1,
the umdg. vificers Yusrters Aug. 16; Lieut. querters Aumg. 28th,
Jé&amp, quarters Sept. 30, Bskery Sept. 30, lsundresses and oit-
izen-mechanic's guerters Uet, 15, the stookade end lower story
of the two Blockhouses Udét. 30, atables, carpenters end black-
spith's shops by sovbr., 15, upper part of S, W. Bastion Hovbr,
26, 7There was no ettenpt mede to finish the gusrters of the
officers, or indeed any of the buildings, beyond what would
meke them berely inhabitable, sll our sttention being tufne&
to strengthening our defenses, end in getting in such s sup-
ply of firewood es wonld render it unnecessary to expose onr~
selves when danger should come upon us. In the latter part
of Qetober 2nd Lientenent H.YH. Ketehum, rost Adjutent wes

granted seven dsys leave of absence in order to epply in
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person at Dist. Hde Turs. for extendsd leave. Hlg place
was supslied by Znd Lleute 7w Te 51110%1 Coe B, Zat. 13
T Se Inde w2 balng unable lo reach ds comvant for
want o5 transyportetlon alter  aking the ebtteupt to vo
ap the Hiesr, returned and i compllsnce with Jan. Order
fo. 35 Dept. T Qurs, reported to ¥hls Fost for duty
s belng asslgned, 12 ndw ssrving as Post adjlutant,

the Fort as 1t now stande is @ quedrsngular stotke

ade 3UC Ty 320 feel, wlil two Llougkhouses or Dastlons

sacl: 21 faet sguars, plercad with four port-noles {or ariile
lary anc fourtesn for mmaskelry and slardiny on the 2. ¥a

s5d the obthwr on the 2. . corners of ths stockads; the

ang on the o @, cobner ls fiolished with 8 sesond story
teuperarily usad as & suard=house, pursgunisd by & looke
out; the whole strichbure telup sowe 36 feset hiz: and

¢

ving an excallent visw of ihe surrcunding scuntrye The

-

-
j

Fé

stockads ls alse plerced mlth numercus loopholes for
maskebry snd platformas aifordlng abundant means of obserw
atlion without exposure.
Yhe insglde pulldings ere CGadas Offtcer Quariters,
48 x 28 feel; Lasatana“hg Juarters 34 x BU feet; Company
caarteres 120 x 22 f&s faretouse TE x 30 [est] Storsahed

120 = 12 {est; Loundresses, Intzypretsrs and Yechanics

Cuarters sind Zakery 71 x 15 lest, stables 140 x 12 Ifsst;
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cellar, vesides the necessary ocutbullding attached to the
‘Quarters.

Outside the Fort 1s & stockade around the cattle
yard 80 x 40 feet; a shed enclosing the sawsill 84 x 22
feet; and an ice house 20 x 30 x 15 4. fest; ail this the
work of one Company of men siunce the 1 of July.

In addition to all of which we manufactured ninety
tons of hay and hauvled it from a distance of 8 miles.

In the latter part of November, I was informed by
Crows Breast, a chiefl or headman among the Gros-Ventres
that & large psrty of the different trives of the Sioux
nation, were on the war-path, and were encamped about 37
miles below, cn the other side of the Rlver; that they
nun .ered sleven camps, {(aftzrwards lucreased to 17) and
were gathsred lrom every direction and even a&s far off
&8 from the Flatte, and would provably muster from 2500
to 3000 warriors. I lmmediately urged on my preperations
to recelve them, sending all my avallable spars iorce into
tne timber to get ln enocuzh weod to last through the winter,
well dnowlng as long as they remained about my teams would
not be safe in the thick undergzrowth and willow thickets.

The first intimation we had of the actual presence
of hostile Indians, was the cutting of the large band on the

sawnlll. A few days afterwards, as the men were taking

the steek to water, they were firesd on by Indians in ambushj;



they rsturned the fire, wut not knowlng tliz strength of

-

the corncealed ros, resireated to the Fort. 1 at onez went
out withh a force, mut the Indlans [led upgon seelng us
approach, On the 20 of Uscember they attacied a cltizen
coming Ifrom Unlon 400 or 500 yards from thils fort, and
k'iled his horse, having taken advanbargse of a3 ~ully to
approach undlscoversd from thils Fort. On the 21 thsy
attacked 2 work .nz party at the saw-mill, bul wers
driven oil wlthout having zccomplisned any danaspges; that
nirht, nowever they uroks the Iorcepump st the mill and
carried ofl zome of the tools belonging to the mill.
Sunday wmorning, Decbr, 20 they were discovered in
rosaession o the saw-uilll and iee—house, wirtich are bhetwesn
400 and BUU yards distant irom the Iort, towards the
river, from whlch they kept uvp a desultory firing. A few

from

2,
6
fas
o
==§‘

iy 12 Pdrs, soon crove them skulking away to

the cover ol the gullles, willlows and woods. Just before

s

dayli~hb, on the moraing ¢i the 24 1 was aroused by 5 or
o

& musket-shots in rapld suc-ession, I Iound four Indlans
had athemptcd to approach anc ziter getting tolerabvly near,
hed started towards the hay-stecks, doubtless to Lurn them,

and then the gusrc fired on them, kanocking cne ofil hils

Lorse, who was carred oft by the others.
Daylizht discovered tlom 1n popsession ol the sawe

mlll and ice-houss irn considera. le r;mqh@%ﬁ;,ée?}eﬁz&é_&,,_,mmw —
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numbar of meﬁ to the left, and thén opened on them with
2 - 12 pdrs. as the distance was tobugreat for sffective
musketry, proteétsd as they were. |

They stood their ground very staunéhlg for a while
returning our iirs, and shouting taunting and derisivs
challenges. Shortly however, my artilleristts ot their
range better (they were almost totally inexperienced) and
soon made it too warm for them. One shot killing two men,
cone of whom wasg a head-man Biack-=-Bear, Lrother to OntGe
papa Chilef, TIretty Bear, several others were wounded, elther
by musketry or zraps. Flnally, as the srtlllsrv drove them
into musket range, and as the men deployed to the left,
made & rush towards the mill, they mede & precipitats re-
treat under cover of the gullies, Ttearins off thelr dead
and wounded and went off hurriedly towsrds Union. Here
they called for a talk snd the Agsnt of the North-West
Fur Company talked with them, The expedition seemed to
bave Deen principally instigated and dirscted vy Sitting
pull, Four-Horns and Red Horn (all proscribed in Dist.
Orders) and soma other noted chlefs of the Sioux Kation.
They sald, they had been deceived, and promises made them
which were not fulfilled; that they had no hoatility to
the traders, but that the FPeace Commisslion ned promlised
them plenty of ammunition, btut the milltary would not let

,,,,,,,,,,,,,, them have it, and undess the ofiicer st Fort Buford gave




them, or sllowsd thexs 10 trede for sscunition, they would
zipe every soldisy iz toe Blescari Biver out of existencs,
#nd 1f they sould not take %hs fort, ihery could kesy us
from setilng wond sod 80 fresis us subl. 4 part of then
uander Z1tting 8211 then went to the Camd of tha issini=
boins, sose 50U miless ap, snd sodesvored to pet that triba
to Jolum thewm, Mal the Assimlboins "to thelr honor be it
sald® steadisstly refused to llsten Yo thom, sayinz they
hed & tresty of peate with the whlites acd should Resp
thely fsith. 7The Ssalnibolng Jdessrve great creadii, s

being & serzed exceptlon iao the
been of cousliderable bensllt, iz comveyins 1o us velusble
information of itie movements snd inteuticns of the hostile
Iodisns.

e remminday of the sttaciing perdy went out into

the jolat of woods otwean us and ihw Tellowsione snd set
fire to oor pllas of wcod #hick e hed hean all the fal}
sceumalatinge. Bom I wsinly Irstted st the slght, acd st
By inability Lo prevent or punish them 1t bools not to
tell. Tin £ companies of well mounted men, I could net
only hawe preventsd sll the nisshief and punishad the
audscivas offensapa, but eould heve struck at thex 1n thely

eazys & deafeat in sioter, in cesnp 35 destruction teo ther.

I could have zo destroyed itheir lodzss and ssrried off op

ralds feor sany & ds¥. L8 it ls, they are hovering round,
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wat of resch, weleiling for assll purtlss or lsdlvidusls,
gnd so far Srom Lalng slarmad thwy ere sizply centlious,
and lsagh to derision sil ths sliertz of the soldlery to
keep them guist, or prevent thelr =marsuiing excurslons,
witheracever tiey choose 1o 0. )

This Post 1s altusted wory nesrly ths centrs of
& lsree sres of country, whish 12 & kind of neutrsl terrie
tory as it wers, stbere &ll the Indisna Irom svery direction
cose to hmnt, o trade, or zore Ivegasntly, to Ilght,
Egnce the supzrestlion I hed sdvancsd, Uiat s larzor DPropors
tionate force ls meesded here iban &t otber Posts not so
snfavoranly statloned.

The ¢limates le remarikeblzy healisful, beling for the
2cet pRrt axesedingly 4rye Te havs loat one msn Ly
diseass since we hHave oo lere and tave had no othey
sepions slCkiett.

Trasting this record of ihs post zay mest your
approsation snd that you sill overlook the length with
uhich I heve sxpyesssd sy views.

Te
Very respectfiully
Your obdt, servie.

gd. Gensral Lorenzo Thomas
fte Cenl. U. S. Army
shington, D. Ce
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