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PENY

THOMAS JEFFERSON'S CONTRIBUTION TO EDUCATION

INTRODUCT ION

The 1ife of Thomas Jefferson haas been written by
a great many authors and from many standpoints. He
was one of the most versatils of men and probably for
that reason more has been written about him than any
other president of the United States. Jefferson lived
a long and useful life and at a time when rovolntibns
oonvulsed the oivilized world, The three achievements
in which he took most pride ani mention of which he
wished to have engraved upon his tombstone were the
authorship of the Deslaration of Indepsndence, and the
gtatute of Virginia for religious freedom, and the
founding of the University of Virginia, Several acoount:
of the history of the Univeraity of Virginia have been
written, but to the knowledge of the writer there has
never been an attempt to show the complete efforts of
Jefferson in the field of education. To ascertain the
aotual contribution that Jefferson made to education
and the work of an educational nature that he tried to
40 will be the purposes of this study.

In order to appreciate the sexliest educationsl
reforms that Jefferson tried to bring about in Virginia

it seems negeasary to show brisfly the development



that had taken place in an educational way up to the
time when Jefferaon entered the Virginia Houss of
Burgesses, where his attempts at educational reform
began.

PART I

EDUCATIONAL COBDITIONS IN ENGLAND AT THE TIME OF
THE SETTLEMENTS IN AMERICA

I. ROOTS OP AMERICAN INSTITUTIOHNS.

Bdugational institutions of the Golonial periocd
san be understood only in view of English influsnces.
This ia true of all the ¥English golonies, but espsciasl-~
1y true of Virginia, where the dominating influences
were, a8 in England, sristooratic. The colony in
Virginia was founded and settled by the English thru
an ingorporated company under the crown and conseguently
it is necessary to look to England for the esarly legal
influences and educational practices affeoting the
lives of the people in Virginia., Meny English laws -
were put diregtly into force in Virginia and adbandonec
only when aonditions in the new country were such as to
warrant a ohange to auit governmental problems. As
early &8 the year 1631-2, the oath which sach judge in
Virginia was required to take, oommanded him "to do
justioce as near &» may be"™ to the English 1awsi;) Berke-
ley, writing in 1662, declared that justice was admin-

1. gégao. Inatitutionsal History of Virginia, Vel, I,
P )
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istered in Virginia sccording to "the laws of England
as far as we are able to understand tham;”(Z)

When we examine the apprenticeship laws in Vir-
ginia as late as 1672 we find exactly the same plan as
exists in England. The followiag extracts from the
Virginie law indieates this faot: "That the justices
of the %Qiai iéthtiﬁ%nuﬁntr,déa iut the iawé 31 Eng-
land against vagrants, 1dlers, and dissolute persons,
in strict axsentiea. and the respective county coutts
ghall and are h&:eby empowered and authorized to place
out all the children whose parents are not able to
bring them up apprentices to tradesmen.”

The English church was transplanted bodily to
Virginia soil. While the firet settlement of Virginie
wasg principally for commercial purposes, the spirit
baok of this thirst for gold was a desire to propagate
thaﬁbhriatian religion, In the list of those receiving
the oharter of 15609 the names of one bishop and seven
clergymen appear., The reoords of the seventeenth cen-
tury contain numerous proofs of the strong religiousa
feeling which shaped the opinions and influenced the
conduct of the Virginians from the time of the earliest
2, Ibid. p. 467.

3+ Cudbberley. Readings in the History of Education. p.309
4. Bruce. Institutional History. Vol. I, p. 3. (footnote)
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(5)
settlements of the aountry. In order that we may bettisx

wnderstand the historical faots it meems well to take a
brief aurvey of the sducstional conditione in England
when Virginis was being setiled. .

There were certainm eoonomio changes in England that
tended to produce & large dependent oless of people. The
mastbim@artanx change was ihe development Of the modern
agrioultural anﬁdmu The price of wool became so high
that farming was largely displaced by sheep-raising.

This was more profitable and of aﬁnwau,taqn&rna lean
labor. The inclosure into eha0P~F§aturnt of vaat aress
which had been used for tillage was profitable for those
who had money to own or renit and stook them, dut a very
large olass was thrown cut to deg or to steal for a
lxvingialdln the time of Elisabcbh (1656-1603) it has
been estimated that one-half the population of England
di4 not have an inoome sufficient for sustenance, and
great numbere of children were ruaning about without pfgg-
er food or aars, and growing up in idleness and vice."

The problem of unemployment thus became serious.
There were fewer apportunities for work in the corporate
towns beoause of the exolusive poliey pursued by the
guilasia)who kingdom had been sudbjected to heavy taxation
b. Ibid. p. 10,

&6« Cheyney. Indnntxiai and Sooial History of England. p.lf

7« Cubberley. History of Zducation. p. 325.
8. Cheyney. op. cit, p. b2,
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under Henry VIII; the coinage hsd beer debased; and the
prices of necessary commodities were s0 high that the
numbeyr of dependents beoame greater and the means of relied
less,

The diasaiutién of the monssteries by Henry VIII in
1659 tended to deprive the vegrants of oertain sources of
relief, Monasticism praotically disappeared from Zngland
and hundreds of inetitutions harboring thousands of monks
apd nuns csassd to exist. Conssgusutly the disasclution of
these %gﬁt&tutienn meant fewer means of education and poor
relief, In oxder to mest this new responsidility, Parliame

passed that remarkadle series of aots known as the "FPoor
Laws,"” whioh formed the basis for the training of a large
number of children in the simple rudiments of life.

II., APPREBTICESHIP AND POOR LAWS.

A brief history of the gradual development of the
Englieh Poor Law legislation, which formed the b?;é? of the
early Amerioan legislation, ie given as follows:

"PFirat, the poor were restricted from btssing. except
within oertaln specifiel limits. Next, several towns,
' wparishes, and hamlets were required to support their
oor gharitadle alms, so that none of necessity might
be oompellsd "to go openly in degging’' and collections
were to be made for them on Sundsya, and the parson
was to stir up the people to be bountiful in giving.
Then houses and materials for setting the poor on work
were to be provided by the charitnble devotion of
good people, nnd the minister vas every Sunday
9. Ibiad. Pe 119,

10, Hioholls, 3ir George. Hiamtory of t:e Znglish Poor law.
Vol. I, pe 198-193,
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#pecially to exhort the parishioners to contridute
liverally. Next the collectors for the poor, on a
certain Sunday aftey divine serviocs, ware tc set

down in writing what each houssholder was willing to
give weekly for the ensuing year; and if any should

be obatinate and refuse to give, the minister was
gently to exhort him, and, if he etill refused, then
to veport him to the bishop, who was to send for and
again gently exhort him, and if still refractory,

the bishop was to sertify the same $0 the justioces

in eessionm, and dind him over %o appesr there, when
the jnstices wers onoce more gontly to move and pere
suade him; and if hg would not be persuaded, they ware
tg:g §° assess him in such susm as they thought reason~
. 2-3% P . « :

These steps in the development u:;thalgnglith Poor
Laws led to the le#t step in a law of 1601, which is
called the foundation of Bngliah peorroligf; Thi?li?n
has given expression to the following prineiples:

"The compulsoxy osre of the poor as an obligation of
the State., _

"The compulsory apprenticeship of the children of

the poer, mals and female, to learn a useful trade.
"The obligation of the master to train his apprentices
ina tr;ﬂe.

"The obligation of the overseers of thne poer to sapply,
where necessary, the opportunity and the materials for
such training of the ohildren of the poor.

"The compulsery taxation of sl)l persons of property

t0 provide the necessary funds for such a purpose, and
w:thaut'ttfartnco to any benefite derived from the tax~
85108,

"The exceasive burdens of any one parish to be pooled
throughout the hundred or sounnty.

"In thess principles,” Cubberly oontinues: "We have
the germ, among English-speaking peoples, of the idea, of
11, COubberipy. Bistory of Bdneation. p. 326,
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the general taxation of all persons by the f#itate to
provide schools for the children of the State., The
apprenticing of the children of the poor to lador and
the regpirement that they be taught the elements of
religion, soon becsme a fixed Bnglish practice, and in
the saventeenth century this ides was carxried to the
American Colonies and firmly established there,"

This form of ednoation was supported by taxation,
and wag the only form of eduostion togwhioh Parliament
gave any attention during the whole of the eighteenth
century. This type of sducation was ocarried to the
English Colonies in Amarige and became an.established
MStitutienila}Wo shall sttempt later in this study to
show the similarity in these laws as they existed in
England and America.

III. LATIN-GRAMMAR SCHOOLS.

The most 1mportant types of schools in England
during the latter part of the sixteenth century con-
sisted of the Grammar and Charity schools., The Charity
or Chantry schools (elementary) were organized by the
church or by private endowment. It seems thét the Latin-
Grammar schools were by far the more numerocus. "It may
be said dbroadly that wherever there was a cluster of

houses which oould be dignified by the name of a town,

12. Cubberley. History of #ducation. p. 452-453,



there was & grammar school {n the midst of it.... It

wag an inetitution without which no community counld ocon~
sider itself reapestadle." On the average the number

of grammay schools per county wes not less than ten, At
first Latin was made the core of the ocurricunlum, but later
siphasie was placed on grammar, good Latin and Greek,
gemes and sports, and the religious apixi?:il“

The church aunthorities maintained a strict control
over the schoolmaster, BRducation existed not to train for
oitisenahip or vooatiomal aotivity, bul as & preparstion
for the service of the church. For this reason it seems:
the clergy oomntrollad the curricumlum in the aschools, With
these thoughts in mind we ehall take vp the early eduoa-

tional scotivities in Virginia.

13. Leach, A, F. The Schools of Medieval England. Ps 329.
14. Cubberley. History of Eduoatiom. p. 278,



PART II

EHGLISH SYSTHEM OF EDUCATION TRANSPLANTED TO VIRGINIA
AHD IT3S GROWTH IN VIRGINIA TO 1776

Iv. THE BARLY SETTLERS.

The early settlera who came to Virginia were quite
44ifferent from those who came to New England, On the
Mayfiower in 1620 were fifty~three mpﬁ; ﬁﬁantyyana women,
and twenty~eight ohildren. The thraarshiya ooming to
Yirginia in 1509 cant&&nnd ane hundrua “aattlars,

Ay

among whom wt:?lgTwlv. aarvau$u, no ah:l&tﬁn. gaa fifty-h
f£ive gentlemen. Por the firat ten years we £4nd no
evidences of aahcoltilﬁ)lt #eoms that the London Company
was not pleased with the result of the first attempt to
found a oolony, for they encouraged a different type of
emigrant $0 settle in Virginia, About ten yesrs later

the oity of London sent over one hundred children, the
Virginia oompany sgreeing, "that all these childiren should
be e&nas;cd and brought uy in some good trade or profession,
8o that they might gain their livlihood by th?lgih‘ they
had served their seven years spprenticeship.”

This arrangement mmet have been satisfaotory, £or the
next ysar one hundred additionel ochildren were shipped bdy
the company to the aolony. The company dbound itself in
writing to ednoste the children in trades or professionsa.
The boys' term of apprenticeship was to ocontinue for
16, Slosaon, The Amerioan $pirit in Zducation. p. 79,

16. Dexter. History of American Hducation. p. 2.

17. Robinson. Prooceedings in Virginia Company of London.
Vol, I, pe. 40. Quoted from Dexter. History of Education
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gseven years or until the completion of their twenty-
first birth&ayflﬁ)Theso shipments of children were the
origin of the apprenticeship system in Virginia which
was in reality a form of compulsory educatienilg}ln
1617, nearly two-thousand laborers came to Virgiaia.
In 1625 they had established a system of land grants
whereby every person whé brought thr;§;ﬁdrvant would
be given one hundred aores of land. Thisfkystam tended
to people Vixginia tith "two distinot olaasal, a strang
upper or gontxy clalo ana 8 ls:so earvant alsus. (20)
It seems there was no strong middle class for nearly
two centuries. The upper class was naturally interested
for the most part in am edncational system that affected
its own children. Hence 1t:1: eagy to see that this upper
class would tend to introduce the tutorial system of
education to which they were acocustomed in Zagland.

V, BEGINKINGS OF ELEMENTARY 3CHOOLS.

BElementary schools in Virginia begin with the trans-
planting of English institutions to America. During the
first half of the seventeenth century the same institutions
wore established in Virginia as had existed in England.
Thus Virginia, "which was the first attempt made at repro-
duoing the social system, the government, the Established
18, Bruoce, Xconomic History of Virginia. p. 593-594.

19, Slosson, The Ameriocan Spirit in Sducation. p. 80,
20. Heatwole. History of Education in Virginia. p. 17.
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ohurog, and a1qss diatin&;ionegi the matkexkcountrysu o
raproégcea also the &English adnoﬁtibn&l syatem‘”‘al‘
During the early part of the seventesnth century the
servant clase was very important in Virginia. 1In 1625,
there were about four~hundred snd gixty-four white servants
in Virginia but only twenty-two ncgreoaigg)ln 1671, there
wére six-thousand servante and two-thousand slaves. It

is only fair to say that later the demand for slaves became
greater and they exceeded the number of servants, but until
the middle of the mmnuemn/mnmry. the slaves played
only & small part in the economic life of the country. The
servants played the most hbnbrablo part in the "establish~
ing and sustaining"” of the earliest colony in Amurioaias)
"A® a rule these servants were transported conviots, pél&t-
Lol offenders, and orphans and other children kidnapped

by adventurers and sold to southern planters, who bound the
to labor for s term of years. Ehroﬁshout the seventeenth
century the importation of white servants wes encouraged,
but they seem to have been more numerous in Virginia than
in any other ocoleny." (24)

All the early legislation in Virginia relating to
education refers either to the founding of William and
Mary college or to the education of orphans or the children
of the poor. In 1643 we have the first general legislation

woation in the Scuth, p. 13.
istory of Virginia, p. 572.

£2., Bruce. Economig ®
23. Ibia. P B73. = . .
24. Enight. Pudlic Bdugation in the South. p. E2.
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regarding the case of these orphans, The law provides

for inatruction in "rali%to?". and the "rudiments of
b
lesrning.” Ths law says:

"The guardians end overseers of all orphans shall
carefully keep and preserve such estates ag shall
be committed to their truste either by order of
the sourt or otherwide. And shall likewise render
an exast scoompt onoe everie year to the commission-
era 0f the seveval sounty courts, respectively, of
the said emtates and of the iricrease snd improvement,
who ara hersby to Xeep en exzct regiater therof.
And all overseers and guardiens of such orphans arse
enjoyned by authority aforesaid to sdusests and in-
struct them scooxding to their bdest endeavorsg in
christian religion and in the rudiments of learn-
ing and to provide for their necesgsries acoord-
ing to the competentis of their estates,”

The apprgntiusthiéylaw‘o! 1646 i3 » 1ittle more specific.

It praviaéa for & sochool building of da?;n%to'sizc in which
6
are to be vsuggx trades, ' The sot seys:

"Commigsioneras of the severasl counties shall make
oholoca of two children, male or female, eight or
saver years at least, to be sent to James City
(Jamestown) to be employed in the pudlic flax factOry,
work under such mester and mesters as 3hall thus be
appointed, in carding, knitting, spinning, and so
on, and that said ahildren aball be furnished from
the occunties with six barrele of corn, two cover-
1448, one rugg, one bLimnket, ons bed, one wooden
bowl ox tray, two pewter apoons, and a sow shote
of six months, and two laying hens, convenient appare:
both linen and woolon, with hose and shoes, That
there be two houses built by the first of April next,
forty feat long apesce with good substantial timber.
The houses to be twenty feet broed apesce, eight
foot high in the pitohe, and a stack of brick chimney
gtanding in the midst of esch house, and that they

2, Cudberley. Headings in the History of Educsation, p. 308.
26, Ibid. p. 309.
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be lofted with sawne boards and made with

¢onvenient partitions, com:isionsrs havs

oaution not to take up children from such

parents who by reason of thelr poverty are

Aigable to maintain and educsate them. That the

governor hath agreed with the Assembly for the

sun of ten thousand pounds of to=~bo to be paid

him the next erop to build such houses."

There must have been 8 goneral #entiment in favor of
elludation in the eolony. or gonersl laws of this kind
would not have been pasaed,

The apprenticeship ast of 1672 contains practicslly
the same provision that we find in the Apprenticeship and
Pooxr Laws of Bngland, fegarding "vagrants, idlers, and

157 .
dissolute persons} a3 stated above, Cubberley says,
"It was not until 170f that Virginia reached the point
reached by Mssaachusettas in 1642 of requiring that 'the
meater of the apprenticed orphen shall be obliged to teach
him to read and write'.® This is in substance a compuleory
education law requiring reading and writ.ng to be taught.

The genersl law of 1748 provided that “any persons
ad juiged by the County Court incapable of supporting and
bringing up their children in honest courses or to take
due care of the education of their children znd their
instruction in the principles of Christianity in any such
casos it shall be lawful for the wardens of the church
parish which such children inaabit by order of their court
to find each child aspprentice in the sawe mannser as the

(28)
law directs for poor orphan children,"

27, Law quoted on page 3.
28, Henings Statutes, Vul., VI, ps 32. Quoted from Heatwiole,
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The law makes it compulsory t¢ apprentice ihe children
of those who are not capable 0f aducating them in what
was thought to be the proper mannsr. However, we 41d not
find any evidence of the enforcement of thase laws.

While thesse genersl apprentioceship laws were not strictly
educational lawa, they oontained proviséons necessary

for the eduostion of & large slass of children in Vir-
ginia,

Wa have tried to show that ﬁnrins the esventeenth
| gemtury and most of the eightesath, legislation in
Virginia wasg in effect compulesory apprentioeship of
the poor, training in the ru&;u;atn of learning and trades,
and the reqpirements that the publio authorities provide
the proper fan&l&£2oo.tor this type of educstion., BHad
8 oommon aahaolzayat:m been desired, the large plantations,
"with houses far assunder" would sll but have prevented
it. "Virginia stood as the type of laisses faire p°11°f29)
with reference to the support and gontrol of education.”

vI. BRGINNINGS OPF FRER SCHOOLS.

There was a great number of children in the Virginia
colony whe 4id not fall under the general apprenticeship
lawe, which were primarily for the pooxr., There were many
children of parents who were more fortunately situated
soonomionlly, and oomld afferd to provide s more complete
type of education for their ¢hildren. A tradssman usually

£29. Cubberley. Enoyclopedia of Bdueation, Vol. C-F, p, 115.
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provided for his apprentices instruction by some member
of his own family, or sent them to one of the many
different types of schools that existed in Virginis
during the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries. Con~
sequently it will be our purpcses here to sumamnrize
different types of schools that eifmted in Virginia dur-
ing this time.

The year 1619 seems to be memarable for the initiatéon
of school legislationboth for the ochildren af the col-
onists and for Imdian children. The first general
assembly to convene in Virginie commanded the authorities
of each town, city, borough, and plantation in the ocol-
ony to aacure by peaceful means & cextain number of
Indien ohildren with a view to bringing them up in "a
religious and olvil ocourse of 1ife," They wers to be
prepared to enter the "college" and "frou thence they
may be sent to that work of oonversion.” 20}

fne first attempt to establish a achool for white
ochildren in Virginia was known as the "Bast India school,"
The schoo) master was hired, sters were taken to construct
a building, and the London Company was to proviie the
books. $he Indian messadre of 1622 seems to have brought

(31)
the whole ventufe to & prémsture end.

304 Figke, 014 ?irsinia snd Her neighbors. Vol.l. p, 46
si.ézgﬁcgzglnaﬁitutinaal History of Virgingfs, Vol. I k6 . ~
Pe T « : !
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The earliest provision for an effective fyee school
in America was that founded thru a legascy of land and
cows in 1634 by Boajam&s a::nla - In 1634 the uchool
waes put into metual eparatien‘ for the General Asaembly
pagsed 8 mpecial aot in which it recognised the "godly
disposition and good intent™ of the bemafactor, So far
ag can de learned, this school wag in canttnuons(§§?91on
through the seventeenth and eightesnth centuries.
{g§7lﬁa§un school was established sometime before
1689, This school was very aimilar to the Symmes achool,
The Symmes and Eaton schools were permanent institutions
and served as models for the other sections of the
oolony. It is quite oc:tain that there were & good meny
sohools of this type thronghon?32§zsxnis at the begin-
ning of the eighteenth century.

"Perhaps the greatest number of ohildren who
during the seventeenth century received an education
obtained it in what became known am the"01d Field
'achnbl."aﬁlrhcse community sohools wers the result of
a :pirlt'ot ceoperation on the part of the leading
citizens of a commmnity. A teacher was hired for a cer~
tain sum or a fee for each pupil. In many cases the
“ohuroh reader"” would teach. This plan evidently
28. Bruce. Institutional History of Virginia. p. 350-353.
33. Piske. 014 Virginia and Her Neighdors. Vol, I, p. 246.

34, Ibid., p. 246. Sen also Brube. Institutional Hiatory
of Virginia, Vol. I, p. 857-861.

35. Bruce. Institutional History of Virginie. Vol. I, p. 3
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appealsd to the aassmbly, for in s reocommendation to the
governor they requested that he license "readeras"™ to
teach in the more remote distriats.

Many of the more prosperous familiea found that
instruction by privats tutores, who lived in the family,
wa: the most natiafaetaty method of cduaating their
;ahildren. Thta mﬁthaa taama 16 have been esptqiax;y
suited to the pilentation gystem of the South. Many of
the tutorn came from the indentured olass which "inoclnded
many cultivatoa Saotehmena” Privats tutslage was a prac~
tice aaons ?1rginia?g‘?raﬂ.in the seventeenth and eighteen
centuries and latery,

Prom the foregoing outline of the kind of education-
al training that existed in Virginia, it can be obgerved:
firet, that general laws were passed providing for appren-
4iceship regulations ocontaining provisions of a oompul-
sory nature for the traianing of orphans anmd poor child-
ren in resding, writing, =nd the oatechism, and in the
art of some trade; second, free schools were established
through the philanthropic effort of some men in the colony
whereby many children recelved their slementary training;
third, that most wealthy men and the leading families
were 2ble to employ private tuters in the home for the
eduostion of theix children.

The instructioca given by the firet two types of these

36, Kaight. Public Bducation in the South. p. 41.
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(37)
schools was mostly rudimentary. The asuthority was vested

in a gembination of church and state; the staste sppointed
the trustees for the an&awaa gschoole and in many instances
supplied the teachers, Thﬂ oonmunity end family achools
were independent of bcth?ehnrah and state, snd everything
. 18 the way of mansgement was left to private opinfon,

The eduestional sotivitiss in Virginis in 1ta early
history seemi to have very little aystem or order., It
© wag, as quoted earlier from cnbb»rlcy.‘lgsgggg falre in
its nsture, During the first half of the eighteenth
century the i:ysl of schools in Virginia wexe asimilar to
those which hsd been developed earlier, There seems to
have been no attempt to work out a state system of public
educetion until Thomas Jefferson's plan of 1779,

It is important here to stop for a moment before
attempting to show what Jeffergon tried to 4o in the
way of establishing a state system of education and see
briefly at least what the attitude toward state education
was in the middle and northern colonies compared to
Virginia,

VII. GRNERAL ATTITUDE TOWARD EDUCATION.

In attempting to show the type-attitudes toward
eduocation eximting about the middle of the eighteenth
century, Cubberley naaogéa)wwhc first wae the strong
Calvinisgtio oonception of a religious state, supporting
37. In mome inatances instruction wae giwen in the begin-

of Latin, Greek, and verhaps Frenoh,.
38, Public E&nca%iun in the United States, p. £3«24,



8 aypstem of commom schools, higher latin schools, and

a oollege, both for the religious and ocivic endas, This
}%ypa dominated in Eqw Bngland, and i best Yeuresented by
‘Maaaaehaaetts»;*. The seoond, was the parochisl school
songeption of the Duteh, Morsvians, German Lutherans....
This type is best represented by the Protestants in
Penneylvanis and the Oathollcs of Marylsnd, It stood fox
churoh ocontrol of all educational efforts, regented state
interferance, ins dominated by ohurch purposes aﬁly,

and in time came 0 Ve & serious obstacles in the way of

3tate gxganinutioa and control.

“?iu“ﬁhira type, (represented by Virginia) into whioh
the second tyre tended to fuse, was the attitude of the
Church of England, whish conceived of publio education,
aside from aollasiato a&ue&&inn. 88 intended chiefly for
orphans and ohildren of the poor, and ea a charity which
the State was under 1ittle or no odlizmtion to assist in
SUPPOTLiNg. s, 2TThese thrae typee or attitudes toward
publioc educstion begame fixed Ameriocan types and deeply
influenced subsequent American educational development."

From the foregoing it may be seen that during the
middle of the eighteenth century in all the American col-
oniss the church was the dominating influence in question
pertaining to educations The mettlers in Virginie were
edherants of the English church, while the New England

pettlers were dissenters and had come t0 America to obtail



20

freedom in religious worship. "During the entire
colonisl period the indifference of the Mother countxry to
general education was steedily reflected in virginia*“‘(ag)
Fduecation was not considered as the business of the state,
and the churxch gave very little attention to it. With the
plantation type of settlement, the introduetion of "indentur-
ed white servants”, and leter negro slaves, it may be seen
that in Virginia, dlasses were so sharfply defined that,it
was almost impossible at this time to establish & system
_pf gommon aohacla,,Qﬁith theass thoughts in mind concerning
the genersl odnceational oenditiona and attitudes of the
pecple toward eduoation, we shall take up the reforme whioh
Jefferson tried to bring about in the College of William
and Mary and his bill for the general diffusion of knowle~

edge.

39, Cutberley, Public Education in the United States. p. 22,
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EDUCATIONAL WORE ACTUALLY ATTRAPTED AND ACCOMELISHED
BY THOMAS JREFPFIRSON

Vi1Il. REFPORMS INTRODUCED AT WwILLIAJ ALD #A.7 COLLEGE.

The attitude toward higher eduocation in Virginia
had been favorable from the beginning, The Indian
massaors of 1688, as we previously mentioned in this paper,
hindersd the successful establishment of = collage in
Virginia., The first step toward the establishment of a
college was in an asct of 1660 by the General Assembly,
which says, "His Majestlies Governor, Council of State,
and Burgesses of the present grand Assembly have severaly
subscribed several oconsiderable sums and quantties of
tobacco," to be peid upon demend efter s place has been
provided for eduoationel purposes. A petition was presented
to Governor BEEXalgy which recommended that the king be
petitioned to authorise ocollections from weslthy English-
men “for th?¢g§oot1ns of solledgeso and schoola in this
gountyrye.” When Governor Berkeley said, "Ithhakk God
there are no free schools nor printing, and I hope we
shall not have any these hundred years," he seems not to
have Yeen voioing the general attitude that existed smong
the people at that time. This quotation of Berkeley's
i8 perhapa too often given to show the real sentiment of
Golonial Virginia toward sducations But a petition that

40, Willlam and Mary College; Ciroular of Information,
1887, 309 Pe 13,
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omanates from the people would he more likely to
ghow the genersl attitude of the people toward schools
and colleges than the disctum of a crmsty o0ld governor.
Even Governor Berxkeley himself actually subsoribed, with
other gentlemen of the colony, for "a college of students
of the liberal arts and saciences.” (e

The puqunaa of the founding of William and Mary
Collage it seema were to foster the educational idess
of the 0l4 dominion 1n tha training of ministers of the
gospal, end to propogate the "glory of Almighty God

. amonget the wostern Indians.” Consequently, the

curriculum of the college was modeled to suit the kind
of training neeied by the ministry,

In 1779, Thomse Jefferson, a graduate of the
College of Willism snd Mary, wes elected to the Board
of Visitors of that college. In his dilnription of the
college from hie autobiography he says:“l)"wha college
of William and Mary was an esteblishment purely of the
church of Bnglandj; the visitors were regquired to be all
of thnt church; the professors, to subsoride to the
thixrty-nine erticles; its studentes to learn the cetechism
and one of 1ta fundamental objects was declared to be to

12

raise up ministers for the church....

41. Ibia. Pe 130
4%, Ibid. pe. 38,
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"On the first of June, 1779," he continues to say
in his antobiography, "1 was appointed governor of the
Commonwealth and retired fyom the legislsiure. Being
elected also one of the visitors of William and Mary
College, & 38lf eleocting body, I affected, during ny
residence in Willisamadburg that year, & change in the
organisation of that insctitution, by abdolishing the
grammar @ohool and two profsssorships ef divinity and
orisntal lanpgusges, and substituting a professorship of
law. and police, one of anatomy, madiaiaiﬁ and chemistry,
and one of modern languages; and the charter confining
us to six professorships, we added the law of nature and
notions and the fine axts, to the duties of the moral
professor, and natural history to those of the professor
of mathemntics and natural philosophy." “5’1n the place
of the Indian school called the "Brafferton" Jefferson
says, "The purposes of the institution would be better
sngrered by maintaining s perpetusl mission among the
Indian trides, the objeot of whioh, besides instructing
them in the prinoiples of christianity, as the founder
requires, should be to oollect their traditions, laws,
cust-ms, languages, and other circumstances which might
lead to a discovery of their relation with one another,
or descent from other nations." When the missionary had
43. Compare with Jefferson's description in his notes on

Virginie, query; XV, and in the writings of Thomas Jefferson,
Vol. II, p. 206-81E,.
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accomplished theses worthy objects with one tride he might
"pags on to anntbaxz“‘4g Any valuable materials that
might be colleated were Lo be placed in the college librar;y
at ¥Willieasburgs Thess changee effsoted such a reorgan-
fzation thet what before was a grammsr sochool now became
& university. The mohool of law prﬁpgﬁad by Jeffexson
was, agcording to anaaig éh@ firat aellsgiata scheol of
ite kind te be sstablished in the Un&ts@.&%atonz 80 aleo
was the professorship of modern languages founded at
ﬁiikiﬁﬁ and Mary the first professorship to »e establish-
od uxﬁa seat 0f learning within the sames aresa of the
aantx?:gfga "These propositions,” comments professor
Adazs, "repressnt the first ourrent of modern ideas,
which Yegen in 1779, at Williamsburg, to flow into
Amsrican mcedemic 1ife."

thﬂa 1nnﬂvationa braught abeux thrn the efforts
and £ﬁ!1ntnno of Jefforson were for the purpose of making
william snaﬁﬁaxyWQHﬁ&.gu the apsx of his plan for
universal educetion that wc shall soon discuss. "The
Bill for Amending the Constitution of ¥William and Mary
College and Substituting more certain “evenues fLor ite
support,” that is, making {t a State !niveraity, failed
of enactment into law. fThe chief troudble came in doing
awsy with the religious testa for professors and students,

?

44, ¥ritings of Thomas Jefferson, (Honticello edition)
Vol II, p. £10,

46. Bruce. Biatory of the University of Virginis., p. 53-54.
46. William and laxy 0611c3u¢ Circular of Information,

No. I, (1B87) p. 39, ,
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{47) .
Adams says: "The religious jeslousies of all the dis~

sentere took alsrm lest this might give an ascondency

to the Anglicen sect, anl refused aoting on that bill,"
The looal eoccentriolty togethsr with the said to be un~
healthy olimate influenced the rejection of the bill.
Patton aayaiég%Aaﬁ~n¥aa this strong man {Jeffarmon) could
not at that day convert #illism and Mary into a University
such as the age rxeguired,"” Although Jofferson fsiled in
the effort to make the College of William and Mary the
heali of his educaticnal system, his woxrk probably gew e
hin & groater inmight into the need for a 2tate University
that he later worked so hard to concumate.

IX. PLAR FOR A GRADED SYSTEM OF STATE EDUCATION
« "Bill for = Genore.

The first of Jefferson's practical messures for
public education was the bill of 1779 which provided for
the general aiffuaiaa of knowledge. The bill was not ex-
pected to have any;%oyond the borders of the stete of
Virginia, yet, "=3 it was based upon the prineiples that
went down to the foundation of society, its scope in its

broadest significance, was really as nniﬁefgg} a8 the scop¢
of the Declaxatlion of Independence itself," This bill

of 1779 brings us to Jefferson's moat interesting career
88 &n eduostional reformer preévious to his work in the

47, Ciroular of Informstirn, NHo. I. p. 38,
48, Jefferson, Cabell and the Uninraity of Virginia, p. 15
49. Bruoce. Hintory of the University of Virginia. p. 6b.
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the establishment ¢f the Gni%exﬁﬁty of Virginia, The

bill in reality was dxawn up in the form of three bills
which providel, fires, for the erectlon of primary schools,
peaond, for the establighment of a ﬁhrraxaity in thas broad~
est sense of the worxd, and third, for the collsction of a
fsraﬁk l&brafgg?a be used not only by students but readers
of all ages.

In 1776, while & member of the Gensrsl Assembdly,
Jefferson was ohosen chalrman of a committee to revise the

; xawé of the Commonwealth, This cémmittaq ﬁé% finally
composed of Wythe, Pendleton, and Jefferson, It was while
e member of this eaumitteé that Jefferson drew up his
fagous bill for the generyal diffusion of knowledge.

An smaminstion of the proamble of this famous bill
reveals thet 1t must have been writien under some of the
influences and emotions of the Revolutionary period that
were 80 much in evidence a% that time. Since it shows so0
well Jefferson'e philosophy of how persons in power are
inolined to use that power for the enis of tyrenny and
alsc how oppressed peoples reapond to edusation, the
preambie is here givaen in full.

"Whereas it appeardth, thet however certain

forms of governmeat are better czlounlated than

others to proteot individusls in the free exerciss

of their natural rights, and are at the same time

thenselves better guarded sgalnast dagansraayg yet

exparience hath shown, that, even under the bdest
forms, those¢ entrusted with power have, in time,

Os Ibid. p. 66
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by alow operations, perverted it into tyrmnny;
end it is believed that the moat effecvtusl
meana of pweventing this would be to illuminate
as far as practicable, the minds of the people
at 1a§gn and more aspscially to give them
knowledge of those facts which history exhibit-
eth, thet, possessed thereby of the expsrience
of other ages and countrise, thay mey be enabled
to know ambition under &ll ite shapes, and
prompt to exert their natursl powers 50 dofeet
ite purposes, Ana wheresme 1t ie generally true
that thet people will be happlest whose laws
best, and are bast administeredd and that lanwe
will be wisely formed and honestly administered,
in proportion as those who forym and sidminister
them nre wise and hopest; whanoce 1t beoomes
expediont for rrometing the publio heppiness
that those persons, whom nature hath endowed
with penius and virtue, should be rendered
by 1liberal eduostion worthy to receive and
able to guard, ths s=ored depoeit of the
righte and liﬁortias of thelr fellow oitizens,
“and that they should be cerlled to that charge
withont regard to wealth, dirth or other acoident-
al stmiition or ciroumstances; but the indigenoce
of the greater number disabling them from so
educsting, at their own exronse, those of their
childrsn whom nature hath fitly forymed and dis-~
posed %0 become useful instrumente of the publie,
it is better that such should be ao.ght for and
educnted at the common expense of all, than that
the happiness of all should be confided to the
weak or wicked," (51)

The rraotiocal clauses of the dill provided for the
elsction in every county of thres persons to be kncwn as
aldermen, who were to meet at the court house and #ivide the
gounty into hundreds of five or 8ix miles square and estab-
lish a school for teaching reading, writing, and srithmetic.

£le Morriason,A.J. The Beginnings of Pudblic Hducation in
Yirginia,(nasumontary Pe 176
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The hundred was to pay the expense and the stidents were
to be taught gratis for a period of three yastrs, KNext, fhsnl*
was to be divided into groupe of counties with a view to
the establishment of ccllegee of a secondary education.
In these twenty colleges wer§ £@ be taught Greexkand latin
languagos, English gramnay, geography, and the higher
branches of arithmetic. Bach college was to be under the
agontrol of a restor and board of vieiters, who were %0
select L{t8 teachers and administer ita finances. Zvery
slementary school in each group of counties was tc have
the right to enter its most promieing scholar each year,
without oharge, in the college of that district, 1f his
father or guardian were too0 pocr to pwekilémfor his neces-
sary expenee. Ench year one-third of the boyas advanced
ware to be dropped from the roll and off&io rhould succeed
in remsining two years becsuse of their industry or talent
one was to be retained with the privilege of staying two
years longer in the collegs. These students were to be
chosen'as senliors, and every year one senior was selected
from the whole number of those in attendance at e»ch of
the collages to be sent to William and lary @ollege, which
was to be sonverted into & University as we have seen,

The best description of the plan is given by Jefferson
in his notes on Virginia (52’o£ whioch snough 18 here given
to show the practical part of hie plan.

62, Jefferaon's Complete WPitings. Vol, IX, ?w 203208 or mee
Query XIV, in Jefferson's NHotes on Virginia,"
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"AnotheX obieot 62 the revisal is to dLiffuse
xnawlaass more generally through the muss of the
fa aople. *uis Pill propoces to lay orf svery aounty
to small districts of five or six miles square
sallied hundreds, and in each £ them t¢ a&tabzmi's
a ashool for tcnahmg, reading, writing
arithmetlo, The tutor Lo be Supported by “the
hundred, and avery purson in it w%&tle& to spnd
thefx ohildren thres years gratis, sad sy muoh
longer ag they please, paying for it, These schools
%0 be unde¥ 8 visitor who i@ muny to chuse the
boy of beat geniuns in the sohop}, of those whose
paronts axe too poor to glve tham further edusation
Tod %o send him Porwnnd G0 one of the gramuar Sakocls.
of whioh twuat? are proposed to e erested in 4dlffer-
oEt parte s 95&533,,¥iur tesching Greek, iatia

= o -

40 be asds at the gwammey sehoole 0 FORrs,
and the deat genins of the whole ailnsteﬂ aﬂ‘?‘xt'
gontinued e8ix years, and the residus Msaxand. By
this moans twanty sf the Test genluses will da

raked froz the rubbish snsually, and be iiatruoted,

at the publis exyenss, 30 I&r as fhe gramuany scho

g%« At the end of six Y 'a instweotion an0~hu1t
gre to e disacatioued irom anAg When ths prammar
sohools will probably be supplied with future mseters);
and the¢ other half, who mre $¢ be ahosen Loz the
superiority of thair yarte snd Gdlsposition, are to

be Bent and aontinned three sears in the BEudy of
sugh ae&waanﬁ 83 thoy sball ehuaso gt Willlem and Hary
cgn + The plan of ubigh 18 ppoposed 10 bo enlarged,
an 1°be hereatter expleined, and extendss to nll
the mam solences. . Tho 11tinéte result of the wholo
scheme 0f eduoation wouid be the teaghing of all the
ahildron of the State rﬂaa;as, writing, tnd comnmon
arithmotic; tumi ten annusally, o! saperior
genjua, well taught 1n Graak Lotin, geography,

and the higher tronghes’ ef*a@ithnetia; tnrning out
ten others ansually, of s%ill superior parts, who,

%o those branches of lunzming, shell have saded swoh
of tho soiondos a3 thelr ge: na shalil have le. them
to; the furrnishing to the wealthler pert of the
paeyla gonveniant echools at whish their shildren
aay be edugsnted at thelr own eXponBdeses

thot pert of our ploa whioch presoribee the
aala fon of the youths of genius from emong the
olaases of the poor, we hope to avail the State of
thosoe telents which nature haz sown a0 li‘bamlly
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among the poor as the rich, but which perieh
without use, if not sought for and cultivated.
But of the viewa of this law none is more
impoxrtant, none more legitimate, than that of
rendering the people safe, as they are the
ultimate, guaydians of their own libexrty. For
this purpope the reading in the first stage, where
they will receive thelr whole education, is pro~
posed, as has been asid, to be chiefly historiocal.
’Hiataxy by apyptising them of the past will enadle
them to judge of the future; it will avail them of
the sxperience of other times and other nations;
1% will qualify them as judges of the action and
designs of men; it will anabla them to know
anbition under every &imguise !t may sesume; end
knowing it, to dsfeat its views. In every govern~
ment on earth is some trace of humsn wesknoss,
gsome germ of corruptionand degenerscy, whioch
cunning will discover, and wickedness insensibly
open, oultivate and improve. Bvery government
degenerates whc@ trusted to the xulers of the
people slone. <*he peophe themselves therefore

. ‘ave its safe depositories. 4nd to remder even them
safe, thelr minds tmst be improved to 8 certeln
degrea, This indeed is not all that is necessar
though it bs eesenticlly necessary. An amandmnn
of our constitution must here aome in aid of the
public eduoation, The influence over government
must be shared among all the people,”

There appear to be about four outstaniing features of this
plan for public eduoation, The first was that tegarding
children of the entire white population., They were to de
grounded in History, for as Jefferson says, "by apprising
them of the pastnthey will be able to judge the future

and be better able to know ambition under every guise it
may assumg and knowing it, to defeat its views." The
gecond feature is that the poorest boys who have outstand-~

ing talent are axs to enjoy educational advantagee equsl
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to those of the wealthy. 4nd third, the promotions

from the elementary schoocl to the University would tend

to unite into one whop all parts of the school system.

Fourth, the money for the support of the sohools wes to

come from the parents of the loocalities lmmediately bhenefitted
Looal expenditurss would probably insure a more careful
attention to the proper use of fands,

The legislature received the plan with interest but
never soted on it. (The frequent attention given by the
legislature to proposed educational legislation), shows
Jefferson's influence end the influence of the bill of 1779.
The oonfusion of the times and tho heavy expense which
the aystem would have involved helped to work 1ita defn&t;saj
'W§a¢.ae£fogaon-notg$ten kaéi 6ut‘q£ the a;gta:ﬁj his
miaﬁion to France and afterward by his ococupancy of a sent
in Washington's cabinet, his energy and persistency, brot to
bear directly on the spo}, would perhaps have led to the
early adoption of his scheme of popular edueaticn.(54j

This plan of public education appearci to serve Jefferson
as a basis for all subsequent thinking. "For more than forty
years his mind moved along these three lines of institutional
reform for his native state: (1) subdivisicns of the counties
into hundreks.... (2) grammar schools, olassiocal academies,

53, Knight. Public Bducation in the South. p. 125-1£6,
54+ Bruoce. Histoxry of the University of Virginias. pe. 72«



32

{56)
-or locel colleges; (3) a state university,” "The pro-

posed admission of gixls»gpﬁears to have besen a step in
advancg of the times, tor.not.until the year 1789 aia

Boston allow the female sex to attend her publio sohools.ssﬁ)
The books that were to be used in the elementary schools

for the purpose of teaching reading were to be such that the
child would obtain a knowledge of Grecian, Roman, Raglish,
and Amerioan History. "This was advanced ground for an
eighteenth century educator; indeed the nineteenth century
is likely to pass away befors all Ameriocan teachers reach
any such rational stsndpoint.isv&But the oredit due him
(Jeffexrson) should not be diminphed but enhanced by the de-
forred consummation 0f his complete design for it proved
that hie foresight was one hundred years in advance of the

(68)
vieion of the great body of his ocountrymen.”

b. "An Agt to Establish Publio 3Sohools.
vgg‘rm State Legislature of Virginia did not adopt any

practical plan for education until 1796, In that year an
aot was pasged to go into effeot January 1, 1797, which in
the main emdodied the firet part of Jefferson's plan of
1779, The sentiment of its preamble is characteristic
of Jefferson's eduncational philosophyz{??)

"WHEREAS, it appeareth that the great advantages

6B6. Jefferson and the University of Virginia. Circular of
Information, No. 2. p. 34.

b6. Ivid. p. 32.

67. Ivid. p. 33.

68, Bruce. History of the University of Virginia. p. 72.

69, Morrison, A, J. Beginninges of Publio aanaatxonfin
Virginda, 1??6»186&, (ﬂ@ﬁumnntary) pe 82
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which civilize: and polished nations enjoy,
beyond the savage and barbarous nations of the
world, are principally derived from ths inven-
tione and uae of lettera, by means whereof the
knowledge 8nd experience of past ages are re-
corded and transmitted; so thet man, availing
himgelf in succession of the accumulated wisdom
and discoveries #f his predecessors;.ie .epadbled
more succéssfully td pursue and improve not only
those arts, whish gontribute to the support,
convenience, and ornament of life, but those
alsoc, which tend to illunine snd enoble his
underatanding and ~his nature;

And whereas; upon review of the history of
mankind, it eseemeth that however favorable
republiocan government,; founded on the prinoiplae
of equal liberty, Justice and order, may be to
human happiness, no real stability, or laating
permanency thereof can be rationally hoped for,
if the minds of the oitizens be not rendered
1liberal and humene, and be not fully impressed
with the importance of those principles from
whence these blessings proceed, with a view there-
fore, to lay the first foundatiens of s aystem
of educstion, which may tend to produce those
desirabls purposes

BB IT EBACTED B? 3?6 General Aasembly etc."
6
According t0 Herbert Adams the measure was"Xreely and

warmly recogniged] yet a fatal mistake was made in the
amendment: it left the initiation of schools for the people
to the majority of acting jJjustioces in each county,

The amendment provided: f6)

"That the court of each county, at which a
majority of thes acting magistrates thereof shall
be present, shall first determine the year in
whioch the first election of shéd alderman shall
be made, and until they so determine no such
election shall be mades And the court of each
county shall annually, until each election be
made, at their sourt 4in t?: month of Marxch, %take
this subfeot into consideyation and decide thereon.”

60, Joefferson and the Univhra;ty of Virginia; Circular of «
Rducation, No, 2, 1888, Ei 36,
81. Morrison, Aga.eyp, ‘eit., p. 23.
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In a letier of January 87, 1800, to Dr. Josapk
Priestly, Jefferson aays,‘aa)About three years ago they
enscted that part of my bill which related to Engiish
schools, except that inatead of odliging, they left it
optional in the oourt of every gounty to carry it into
every county or not,” The part providing for the middle
grade of uduoatiouvu;a left out of the bill of 1796, and
apeaking of this omission in the same letter, Jefferson
‘says, "I think 1t prodadle the part of the plan for the
.middia grade of education may be brought forward in due
time." It 18 generally agreed by interpreters of Jeffer-
son'es writings that the bill failed to be carried out in
practige at this time becausec the greater burden. of
educating the children of the community wopld have fallen
on the wealthier part, and since the county magistrates
were usually wealthy country gentlemen, it is not surpris-
ing that the plan was not generally adopted. Most authors
agree that nothing was done under the law of 1796. However,
Chandler aaya§65)”Tho provisions of the act of 1786 became
operative in a number of the countiea, "but he does not
cite any de!inate references to prove his asserxtion.
Jefferson remarked in 1816&64)The experience of twenty

(85)
years has proved that no sourt will ever begin it."

‘82, Jeffagaon's Cnnploto w:itinga. Monticello edition,

Vol. X, Pe 147+148,

63+ Colonial Virginis 111,

64, Morrison,A.Jd. B-sinnings of Public Bducation in Virginia,
1776-1860. p. 9, In a footnote the author says, "In 17798 *
Norfolk @ounty electod its three alderman. See History of
Norfolk Oounty., #y Wm. H. Stewart., Chicago, 1902, p. 178,

66, In his sutoblogra hg'ha gives his reason for the failure of
the legislature to ost Jiah the higher education in part of
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In apite of the appeals of public~apirited leaders, noth-
ing wae done in Virginia to promote edugation until the
oreation of the literary fund.in 1810.

X, PATHER OF THE UNIVERSITY
a. Intervening Interests.
To bYetter apprecinte the fullness of Jefferson's work
and to show his never changing attitude toward education
in spite of the greet amount of other work that he tried
to 4o for hie country, it seema logical to pause here for
a moment before taking up the actual work that Jefferson
daia iz;teunﬂlng the Universi ty of Virginia and show a
few:things he tried to foribhieduncation during the years
1764, when he received an appointmaent as minister to France,
to 1809, when he retired from the presidency to his home
in Monticellos These years, 1784 to 1809, might be properly
olassified for our pu&poaesuas years in which Jefferson
had little opportunity to promote properly his educational
ideas in his home state of Virginia., Let us briefly notice
the positions Jefferson so honorably held during those
yoars when great revolutions changed and4 convulsed the oiv-
ilized world,
In 1776, he was elected to the lower house of the
Virginia General Agsembly, where he assisted in the re~
The D110 roryrring tor Hililan aah Mary Golisge by Wriblag:
*$he religious jeslousies of all the dissenters took alsm
That thies might give an aspendency to the Anglican sect,
and refused scting on that bi1l",

*

-
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vision of the laws, secured the abolition of entail

and primogeniture, and the separation of the Church and
Statefsajln 1779 he was sleoted snd in 1780 re~elected
governor of Virginia, In 1761 he published his "Notes

on Yirginia." (67>The state legislature of Virginis,

in 1783-80, sent him to the congrev under the Articles

of Qenfederation, KNext he received an appointment

from Congress as minister to BEurope for two years to

make treaties of commeroe. Ih 17856, he was appointed to
euoceed Dr. ¥ranklin as minister to “rance, which
position he held for four years, The ysar 1790 finds

him as secretary of state to George Washington. He

became vice-president of the United States in 1796 and
president in 1801, It was not until 1809 the close of
his presidental term, that Jefferson wae completely re~-
leaged from al) official responsibdility and illowed to
retire and live at his home a2t Monticello where he de~
voted more of his time to the furthering of universal
eiucation, He says, "As it (universal education) was the
66+ The abolition of entail and primogahiture seems to have
had a tendency to break up the 0ld aristocracy and con-
sequently add to the need of more univerhl education. %he
lew for the separation of Church and State probably helped

to take the influence of the “hureh out of educational affairs.
67« Ses bibliography.
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aarlieat po will it be the latest of all the pudblic con~
cerns in which I shall permit myself to tske an Lnterest."zsa)
During these busy years (1784-1809) Jefferson was acquiring
ideas and gathering information that was to sld him in
bringing sbout the establishment of the Univarsity of Virginis.
The interest Jefforson had in higher education sppears to
have been hastened greatly during his residence abroad from
1784 to 1789, thru his scquaintance with Que:nay's proect
of eatablishing & university of nationsl and tnternational

} :
character in Jefferson's home atate of Virginia,

While upon foreign missions in the intersct of his
government, Jefferaon virote many letters regarding the
resrective merits of Buropean Universities. %hose letters
show that Jefferson's keen interest in educationsl reforms
brought about at the College of Williem ani Mary turned
more and more strongly toward univeraitiesf?a)ln’a letter
of 1785, to J., Bannister, Junior, Jefferson writes, that
the results of his investigations rest between Geneva and
Rome. He says, “They sre equally cheap, and prodably are
equal in the courss of educatjon pursued, The sdvantege of
Geneva 18, that atndanta'aeéuire there the habits of speaking
Froncheess 1 think the balmnce in favor of Home.e.. P2ut
why send an Amekioan youth to Rurope for sducation? what
are the objeote of an useful American education.? Classioal
68+ Letter to Cadell, January 14, 1818, Jeifferson's writings
Vol. XIV, pe. 417,
€9, See page S of this paper dsaling with sources of
Jefferson's idsas,

70, College of ¥illiam and Mary; Circular of Information,
Boe I, 1887, ps 39,
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knowledge, modorn langusgesSs..« It is true that the habit
of spesking the modern languages cannot be 80 well acquired
in Amerioa, dut every other article can be as well acquirxed
at Williem and Mary College, as at any place in Buropeees.”
He says furthey, regarding the merits of colleges in America
that one oan prepare himself better in law and physios at
Willian and Mary “ollege. Towards the end of his letter
he sums up his ia;ae on an American youth being adquto&
in Europe ﬁy saying, "It appears to me,then, thal an
American, coming to Hurope for an esduoation, loses in his
knowledige, in hie morals, in his health, in his habits and
in his happiness,”

Wiriting to Mr, ﬁ*aliatar.(VI)in 1791, "With respect
to the achools of Zurope, my mind is perfectly made up,
and on full inquirys The best in the world is Edinburghees.
On the Continent of Burope, no plidce 18 comparable to Uenevas
The sciences arc there more moderiniged than anywhere €1se."
Later, ;han Jeffarson returned iazﬂﬁoriea. he s?gg? of these
a:.clent seminaries as the "two eyes of Eurcpel

An attempt was made by Jefferson in 1794 "to trans-
late the &csdemy of Geneva in a Body to this country.”
"The faculty of that institution had fallen into disfavor
with the revolutionary part; in their repudlic, and pro-
7le Joiferson's VWritings (Monticello edition) Vol. VIII,
Pe 274275,

72+« Colloge of William and Kary; Circular of Information,
Hos 2, 1BEB, pe 3%
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vossd to emigrate to Virginia, with a considerasble

body of Swisu Zermers, provided they should recelive the
nesessary encouragementsss. Jefferson hed previously
submitted the prolect of the Geneve professors to in~
fluentisl members of the Genersl Assemdly of Virginias

for private discusaion, but the sahbmb had becn udped
impractioal, begause of (1) the greet expense; (2) the
necessity which would arise of teaching American youth

in the Prench or Latin languages; and {3) the very grana-
eur of the entereprise, whioh was out of #%%a?roportiona
t0o the population and needs of Virginia." Jefferson
then appealed to Washington to try to induoce him to

support the idea of dbringing the Geneva faculty to Virginie,
where it would be near the natiomal capitol, but Washington
favored the pian of a National University, whic?qﬁy tried
to have established on the banks of the Patcindoc.

In 1800, when Jefferson wes in Philadelphia, he wrote
to ?§%}Priastlx about the conditions at Williamsburg, say-
ing, "W have in that state a college (William and Mary)
Just well aﬁ%ﬁ sndowed to draw out the miserable existence
to which a2 miaserable constitution has doomed it. It is
moreovey eccentric in ite position, exposed to all bilious
diseanes 88 all the lower sountry 1s, and therefore sbandoned
73, Ibid,y Pe 4041,

74. For an intereasting aocount of Washington's efforts to
have az Hational University established see Herbert Adam's

account in the Circular of Information Bo.2, 1688, p. 4344
76, Jefferson's Writinga (Monticello edition) Vol.X, p. 140-141.
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by the public care, as that part of the country ite

self is in a oonsidersble degres by it inhabitanta. Ve

wish to eotablish in the upper ocountry, and more centrally
for the 3tate, an University on a plan 80 brosd and libernl
and modern, es to be wdth patronizing with the public support,
and be a temptation to the youth of other States to come &nd
drink of the oup of knowledge -nd fraternise with u. The
first step 1s to obtain a good plan; that is, a Jjudioious
sélaation of the sclences, aﬁﬁ;; practiocal grouping of

some of them together, and :gﬁifyingwaf others, #¢ aa to
adopt the pro?eaiﬁfahips to oar‘useéqand our ﬁ;ané‘ Iﬁ

an institution meant ohiefly for use, 8ome branches of
science, formerly esteemed, may be now omittesd; so may others
now valued in Burope, but useless to us for ages to ceme.

As an exemple of the former, the Oriental learning, and of
the latter, almoat the whole of the institution proposed to
Congress by the Seoretary of War's rc;ért of the fifth
instant.” Jefferson then goes on to skatoh hastely the sub-
Jeots that he thinks should be included in a University,
soliocits, suggestions from Dr., Priestly, and outlines the
work to be done by the professcrss 7This letter which sets
forth Jefferson's own pdan for a university, and solicits

the aid of others in remldismg his plan, shows that, even as
early as 1800, He was groatly interestsd in the idea of n |
University.
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We have tried to show hare briefly that, even
during the intervening peviod of Jefferson's easrly
offort to establish educational reforms in ¥irginia
{1776-1784) end the time whan he returned to the state
{1809} ,Jefferson was oonstantly interested in tho best
educational establishments for his countrymen. Not
being satiafied wtth,maraly‘makxng himsel¥® thoroughly
soquainted with the leading institutions of Engisnd and‘
ﬁhﬁfﬁﬁﬁ%iﬂéﬁﬁg“hﬂ tried to briag thaﬁbsgt of theae in~
stitutions to 4merica. Thers is much additional evidence F
whioh might be presented hers to show Jefferson's never- ?
waning interest in edueational reform. This will be re~
servad and will bo inoluded in & discussion of his idess
and influenoes that helped to gulde his work in edugation.
We shall, tken, next take up the actual and sreetest practe
ical contribution that Jefferson made to eiuention, thru
his efforts in the estsblishment and perpetuation of the
Qn;versity of Virginis,

. girusgle for 8 University.

On Janusry 19, 1810, a committee reported "a bill
enacted into law February », 1810, providing that all
eschents, oonfiscatlions, penaltles, and forféétures,
and sl) rights in personal property found dizel.ct, should
bs appropriated to the encoursgement of lesyning, snd the

Auvditor of Publioc docounte was directed to open an acaount
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{76)
to be designated am the Literary Fund". "It is not

at all improbadle that the influence of Jefferson
through Cabell, was at the bottom of the enactment
although the oredit for it was olaimed dy Governorx
Barbour in add:aas at a planters convention in #ishmond
in 1836." (?7)13 1816-1816 a law was 9aassd inoreasing
the litersry fund by the sddition of a debt due Virginia
by the government of the United States, incurred in the
war of lBl?;azﬁy 18146 the fund had reached a value of
$1,000,000, The possibilities of the Literary Fund
were soon semasd by Jefferson, for in a letter to Cabell,
September 30, 1814,(?g)ho cautions the legislature lest
a part of the funds of the literary socliety, be lost,.

The University of Virginia was finally brought sbout
by the merging of what had been the Albemarel Academy
into Central College and thence into the University of
Virginia. AS early as 1783 Jefferson wrote a lottor‘BO)
which contained the first intimation of an attempt to
establish near his home an {astitution giving a Iiberal
edugation. He says in part: (81)'Juat before 1 left

76. Morrison,A.,J, The Beginnings of Public Education in
Virginia, 1776-1860, (Documentary)e p. 25.

77. University of Virginia; Circular of Information, No.Z2,
1888, p. 66.

78, Encyolopedia of Hduoation. Yol, XIV, p. 298,

79. Jefferson's Writings, Vol, XIV, p. 199,

80+ There 1® no address on this letter.

Bl. University of Virginia Circular of Information, (Document)
Vel. 2. 1888¢ P 5By
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Albemaric a proposition was started for estadlishing
there & grammar school. You were 80 kind as to tell me
you would write me the progreas of the proposition. On
my part I was to inquire for a tutors, To this I have not

toen 1nattant1ve¢” However, the legislature did not

- ohartcr tm ma.amy until 1803, and thes it remsinsd only

on papar until Jot!qrsan was aleotod to the board of
trﬁatacc. Maxrch 23, 18;4‘ From tha§ eleotion dateq (820
the sotual establishment of the University of Virginial
While Jefferson wes a member of the board of trustees
of Aldbemarle Asademy, his colleasguea requested that he
report regulations for the governmant c!ﬁﬁropoaed‘academy.
He 414 mo in a letter dsted at Monticello, September 7,
1814, to Peter Carr, the presédent of the board., This
letter contains the general sentiments expressed in
the preamble of hie bill for the better diffusion of
knowledge, which was drafted nearly foxty years earlier
when our countyy was in the midst of the Revolutionary
war, Herdert Adams says this letter to Peter Carr "is
the most important document in the early history of the
University of Virginia, for it defines Jefferson's edu-
ocational views az matured after more than thirty years
of refleoction, fxom the time when he first drafted a

(839)
bill for the more general diffusion of knowledge".

82, ¥or the complete history of the eatablishment of
Albemarel Aocademy and its transferenoe into Central College
see, Patton~ Jefferson, Cabell and the University of
Virginia, p. 17~ 29.

83, The Univerasity of Virginia, Ciroular of Information,
No.B, 1868, p, 6).
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In order to popularigse chfaraon'“s views dn p@bl&o
eduocation, the letter was publiahed in aeveral publioce
ations, The first was the Riohmond Rnquirer. The
letter 18 included here almost in full, for it ia often
mfer:;e& to ag the literary foundation of the Univeraity
of Virginia: (64)

"On the subjeot of the agndemy or aollege
grmma 10 be estadlished in our nsighdborhood,
pronised the trustees that I would prepare
for them s plan, sdapted, in the firet inatance
to our alander %un&a but susceptidble of being
enlarged, either by thear own growth or by so-

ceapion Trom other quarters,

I have long entertained the hope that this
our native Btate, would take up the sudbject of
sduoation, and make an establishment, either
with or without incorporation into that of
Williem and Mary, where every branch of science,
deemed useful at this day, should be taught in
i1ts highest degree, VWith this view, I have loat
no oooasion of making myself acquainted with
the or sation ol the beast seminaries in other
oountries, and with the opinions of the moast
enlightensd individuals, on the sudjeoct of the
seisnces worthy of aigiant in such 3n institution.
In ordsr to prepare what I have priamissd our
trustess, I have lately revised thess several
plans with attention; and I am struck with the
diversity of arrangsment observable in theme-
no two alike, Yet, I have no doubt that these
several arrangements have been the subjecst of
mature reflestion, by wise and learned men, who,
contemplating loesl eirounstances, have adapted
them to the conditions of the seoticn of soolety
for whioh they have been framed. I am strengthened
in this oonolusion by an examination of each sep-
arately, and a oconvigtion that no ons of them,
if adepted without change, would have suited to
the oircumstances and puranit of our country.
The mn%la they set, then, ie authority for us
to seleot from thelir different institutions the
materials whioh are good for us, and, with thenm,
to ereot a structure, whome arrangement shall

84, Jefferson'e Writinge, Vol. XIX, p. 211-221.
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- sorrespond with our own social condition, and
shall admit of enlargement ia proportion to the
encourngement 1t may werit and regelive. 4As I
may not be able to attend the meetings of the
trustees, I will make you the depository of my
{4088 on the subjeot, whioch may bde corrected, as
you procesd, by the tatter view of othsrs and
adapted, from time 1o time, t0 the prospeots whioh
open upon us, and which oannot de epecifically
seen and provided for.

In the first plage, we must agoextain with
precision the objees of our institution by taking
& survey of the gensral fleld of solence, and
warking out the portion we msan to ogoupy at
first, the ultimats extension of gur viewa be-
yomd that, should we be enabled to render it,

the + 88 gomprehensive a8 we would wish.

Jelfsrason then tohas out & broad sducational
aystem providing for sach grade of learning from the lowest
tb the highest, including the verious studiss as follows:

"ls, Elementary schools.

It 1e highly interesting to our country, and
it 18 the duty of its fungtionaries, to provids
that evexy clitisen in it should yeceive an ed-
uoetion proportioned to the condition and pur-
suits of his 1ife, The mass of our cltisens may
be divided into two glasses-- the laboring and
the learned. The labor will need the first
grade ©f education to ify them for their pur-
suits and duties; the learmed will need it as &
foundation fox further acquirements., 4 plan was
farmerly proposed to the legislature of thie State
for lay off svery vounty into hundreds or wards
of five or six miles sguare, within each of which
should be a school for the education of the shildren
of the ward, wharein they should receive three
yours inatruotion gratis, in resding, writing,
arithonetioc ag far as fragtions, the roots and
ration, and geography. The legislature at one time
tried an ineffeotusl expedient for intreduneing this
pian, which having fsiled, it 1z hopsd they will
some day resume it in & more prnmiazns form. (&5)
2+ Oeneral schoole,

At ths 4ischarging of the pupils from the

864 Jefferaon here rufers to his Bill of 1796
whioch was adopted but emended 0 as to defeat
the purpese of the bBill.
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elementary schools, the two clesses separate ~-
those destined for labor will engage in the
business of agriculture, or enter into apprentice-
ships to such handioraft art as may be their choice;
thelr ocompanions, destined to the pursuits of
seience, will precesdi to the collegae, which will
eonaist, lpt, of general school; and, 82nd, of
prcrnneiannl schools The general schools will
gonatitute the sevond grads of edueations :

The learned olass may still de subdivided into
two sections: ), Those who are destined for lsarned
gg:ccnniang‘ as & meang of liviihood; and, 2,

'he wealthy, who, possessing independent fe:tunas,
may aspire to share in sonduoting the affairs of
the mation, or to live with usefulness and respect
in the private ranks of l1ife. Both of thess aseo-
tions will require instruotion in 11 the higher
branches of scleitce; the wesalthy to qualify them
for sither pudlic or private 1life: the professional
gection will nesd thoss dranches, especially,

which are the baais of thelir future profession,

and & gﬁngrul knowledge of others, as auxiliary

to that, and nsoessary to thelr etanding and
assoctation with the soiemtific olass. All the
braaches, then, of useful science, ought to be
teught in the genaral schools, t¢ a competent
degree, in the first instance. These sclences

may be arranged into three departments, not
rigorously scientizio, indesd, but sufflolently
so for our purpdses, These sre, I, lLanguage;
I1. Mathematios; III, Philoso o

JefLfersan here sets forth in very minute detail the
exact courses that should be included ubder each of these
three heads with explanatory notes on each to make sure
no mistake could be made through misinterpretation of
subjeots, In taking up the professional schcols he says:

"At the olose of this course the students separate;
the wealthy retiring, with a sufficient stook of
knowledge to improve themmelves to any degree to
whioh their views may lead them, and the profes-
sional seotion to the professional schools,
constituting the third grade of education, and
tetching the paxtiomlar ecienges which the individ-
ual of this seotidn may mean to pursus, with more
minutensss and dstall than was in the soops of
the general schooles for the second grade #f in-
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struction. In these professional schools sach
soience is to de taught in the highest degree it
hag yet attained,
They ares to bhe the

1ot Department, the fine arte, to wit: Civil
Arahitscture Gmm:ag, Paint ing, Soulpture, and
ths Theory } Musio; the

2nd Department, Architeoture, lMilitary and HNavalj
Projectiles Fural Eoonomy (owmprehending Ag-~
rioulture, ﬁnﬂimltmn and Veterinary), Technioal
Phnomyhz and the practice of mzem, Materia
med ioa - and Surgerys In the

34 D;purtmt. Theelogy and Ecolesimatical His~
wry; m, Monicipal and Foreign. :

To these professional schools will ocome thoss
vho separated at the oloms of their ﬁrlt elementary
murn to wit:

inmr to the law sghool.

m scclesisstio to that of theology and eccle~
siaatical histery.

The physioian to those of mediocine, materia

medloa, ghnmo: and BuUrgery.
The mi itary msn to that of nnttary and naval
arohitesture and projeatilens
The agricultor to that of rural economy.
l'lu gentleman, the architect, the pleasure gar~
dene r{amur and micm to the school of
a

One upaw of the profepsional nhoou 18 80 ox~
traordinary in the veat number of occupations it includes,
that it deserves special consideration, "And to that of
technical philosophy," the statesman wrote,

'!11.1 m the marinexr enter, shipwright,
olooxmaker ’n::gnut, optician, metal~
.gut, iom'r. outior. drugglat, hnwr, vintaer,
iller, dyer, painter, bleagher, soapmeker, tan-
no:. powdermaker, saltmaker, glasasmaker, to ham
as much as shall be n&mnry to pursue their art
Mﬂmmhoz the soisnces of geometry,

nmm, stat hz&msanna. ranlios,
ic, pasunivicn, seoerny
optios, mﬂ« yhnxu. chenis ty, nat

hiast Yotany
oo’ o ' nols In ai1ffer

esseatially in {te funotiong from the other pro-
feanional schoolm, Ths others arxe muit'ntﬁa to
ramify and dilate the partiocular sciences taught
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in the smohools of the second grade on & genersl
soale only. The teohnlesl achool is to abridge
those which were taught there too much ggﬂgggg%§g
for the limited wants 0of the artificer or practical
mat. Thess artificers must be grouped together,
agoording to the partioulax branch of sclence in
which they need elementary snd pragtical instruoction;
and s sgpecisl lecture or lectures should de pre-

red for each gronp. And these leotures should

e given in the evening, 30 as not to interrupt
the labors of the 4ay. The school, particnlarly,
should be maintainsd wholly at the publis ex~
pense, on the oame prinoiples with that of the
wari schools.”

Retuyning agsin to the requirsments of all the students,

he saye:

"Through the whole of the colliegiate oourse, at the
hours of reoreation on certaln days, all the stundents
should be teught the manuval exercise; military
evolutions and manoeuvers should be under a standing
organtsation a8 & military oorps, snd with proper
officsse t0 timin and command them, :

A tabular statement of this distriwution of
the sciances will play the systesm of instruotion
moéxe particularly in view:

1st or Rlementaxy CGrade in the Ward Schools.
Reading, Writing, Arithmetia, Geography.

2nd, or Gensral Gralde.

1, Langu and History, ancient and modern,

e Mathenaties, vis: Ja tios pure, Physico~
Mathamaties, Fhysios, Chemistry, Aag&on§; Theory,
of Nsdloine, Scology, Betany tni;xtuaxa_ 8Y»

3. PRilesd ‘;i vis: Idevlogy, and Ethigs, law
;ﬁ Heture and Hations, Govermment, Politiocal
lo0ROmYy e

24, or Professional Grades.

Theology and Boolesiastical Historxy; Low, Mun-
loipal and Poreigh; Praotice of Nedioine; listeria
lisdice and Pharmscy; Surgery; Technloal Philoso-
phy} Bural Booncsy; Fine Arts.

On this survey of the field of solence, I recur
t0 the question, what portion of it we mark out
fox the occupation of our inatitution? With the
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firet grede of educsation we shall have nothing
to do. The solences of the mecaend grade are

our first obhjeot; and, to adapt them to our
slender beginnings, we muai sepsrate them into
groups, obmprehending many Solences each, .snd
greatly more, in the first instsncs, than ought
to de imposed on, or omn de o tently conduncted
by a aingls professor permanentiy. They mmat de
subdivided from time to time, as our means in-
oresse, until eagh pxofeasor shall have no more .
under his oere than he can attend to with sdiven-
tage with his pupile snd esse to himself. Por
the present we may group ths solences into pro-
fessorships, as follows, subjeot, however, tc be
ohanged, according %o t-l'w qualifiontions of the
porsons wa may be able to engage.

anguages and Hintory. anotent and ied
SoB AN4 DLIBUOXY, and. ? ROGAS I,
Bolles-Tetisns, Rhetoyic end Oratorys

Il. Profogsorship,
Hathematios pure, Physigo-lathematics.
Physica, Anatomy, Medicine, Theory.

II1. Professoxship,
Chemistry, 200logy, Botany, Mineralegy.

Iv, Professorship.
Fhilosophy.

The organiszation of the branch pf the instie
tution which respects its government, police and
sconomy, depending on principles whioh have no
atﬂ:zy with thogse 0of its institution, may de
tzé.: sud jeot of separate and subseguent consider-
ation. .

With shis tridute of duty to the board of
trustees, aano%t assurances of my great estoem
and m!&omt on."

On February 14, 1816, an act was paseed whioch changed
the name 0f Albemarle Academy to Central College. Herbert

(86)
Adams says: "There lurked a deep meaning in that temm

88, The University of Virginias. Ciroular of Information,
Bos By Py 67-48,
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Central College, It was the fdes of gentrslisation in the
b sz eduostion, first geographioally, for genersl con~
venisnce, then soonomically and intellsotuwally, for the
highest good of the whole atate. The great obatsclee to
the first success of this bold 14ea were:

*Phe demcoratic i@pnlna to distridbute the proseeds
of the 11tmry fund for the ewtablishment of
Soindl vk B, Wileh, Jefferson always nrged,
should Ybe f’o aé. and sustaizned by local ‘ern~
ment and Loaa; taxation, or b- ;;ﬁgr:wx
townships, wardas, oF mel
“The oppeditien of z 8 to a.éwmn'a

‘he Pﬁﬁiffﬁ* opposition of willlam and Mery
Coddgge, whioh was fighting for life.
"The rtvalxy of vaghington Collage at Lexingt
& Presbyterias institution, seacnd only to mnlu
and Mary in historie lgn
“The mioipsl ;ttm :&m o2 Riohmond, Staunton,
and other growing g
"The Roolesinstiocs eppolieiun 4irected a;atnat
ths proposed non-ssotsarianigm af Jetfexson's
university, ~~another great ides iz modern education,
"The pnliqy of deguntralizatien and local distri-
dution of State bounties to the higher education,--
the worat of all enemies to the ides of State
universities,
"Pliat Jefferson api. Cabell shanld nsve sucoseled
;Ln triumphing over o2 these foep, in sgouri

part of the 1itaxazy ikna 23 centralis

tha er education in the vibla of chsrlottacw
ville, 18 one of tho greatest triunphn in American
educational histery, for it was the first of its
kind and oocst the tadcat atruggle.”

There were two lines of development in Virginis that
tonded to merge toward a {ég?l system of education. The
one was the literary fund, which took care of the finan-
oing; the other the looal Academy of Albemarle County.

It ssems very likely Jefferson intended these two linss

87. 3ee page Y2 of this study.
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of development to meet and bring about the successfal
establishment of & system of education. "On the 24th

of February, 1816, the president and dirsctors of the
literary fund were reqnsntqdvto prepare and report a system
of public sducation, comprehending a university to dbe
08lled, 'The University of Virginia,' and such additional
collsgey, academien, and achools as shonld diffuse the
benefits of education thruout the commonweaith, The

' ;reipenﬂ;bks‘QQmﬁar of this aommiédl&ﬁmviﬂ’th%«prasldant

of tha boayd of &ir;etere; W, C. ﬂicheiés, chernax of the
state...s Jefferson was an acknowledged aunthority upon
sduocational asttexs, snd to him the governor turned for
counsoel, Joffgraaﬂ%nge it 11boral%ga%n a long lstter

dated et Monticelle, April £, 1818." (89)
In speaking of the plan for a university, he msays:

"0un this subjeot 1 ¢an offer nothing new, A
letter of mine to Peter Carr, which was published
during the last session of the assemdly, is a
digest of all the information I possess on the
sudject, from whioh the board will judge whether
they can extraat anything useful; the professor-
ship of the qlassiocal languages beihg of oourse
to be ) » 88 morye effectively supplied by
the estabdlishment of the colleges.... The Rlemen-
taxy or ward schools are the lamst branch of this
subject; an this, too, my 1deas have besn long
deposited in the bill for the diffusion of knowl-
edge before mentioned, and time and reflegtion
have continued to strengthen them as to the gen-
eral prinoiple, thet of a divisien of svery coun-
ty into wards, with a school in each ward, The
details of the bill will of courme be varied as
the difference of present cirocumstances from those
of that day will require."

68, Circular of Information, p. 72.
89, Jefferson's Writings, Vol. XIV, p. 4652-453.
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Before drawing up the bill for an eduocational system
as resomuended and sponacred by Jefferson, Governor Nigh~-
olas prepared a oircular lstter ag?gggnt it(eut to many
of the leading estateamen of America to get their ideas

on a plan for atate education. After the Gaver?gr)mada
e ; 1
hie xvport, q‘§§11,waa;ﬁxawn vp by & Mxre ﬁaruor,nontit;qd,

“A BL1) Providing for the Zstablishment of Primary Schools,
Acedomies, Colleges, and an Univeraity." On the 18th of
Paebruary, 1817, the bill passed the Honas of Delegates,

but failed in the Senate. Jaffarscon seemed to be quite
unfavorable to this bllllgé?r we find that on Ooctober £4,
1817, he wrote to Cabell:

"A gerions perussl of the bill for that purpose
convinoced me that unleas aomething less extrava-

t could be devised the whole undsert:zking mmat

ail, The primery schools alone on that plan
would exhanst the whole funds, the colleges as
much more, and an university would naver ooime

into question, However slow and painful the op-
eratisn of writing ie beocming from & stiffening
wrist, and however deadly my aversion to the
writing-table, I destermined to tri whether I oould
not contrive & plan mnre within the compass of our
funds. I sent you the result brought into a aingle
bill lest bringing it on by detaohment aome o
the parts n be loat,

You ask if we should not aassociate with it the
{gfty acaljemies and colleges spread over the Btéke
ia orxder to engage thelr interest? Wiy should we?
Por their funis? They heve none. 3carcely any of
them have funds t0 keep their builddings in repair,
They depend on what they get from their studenta.
Aggregated to our regular system they would make

90. The best rsports presented were from Dr. Cooper
a lawyer and later professor in the University of Vir-
ginia, and President Dwight of Yale College. For a digest
of these reports, see Cironlar of Information, Ho. 2, p.74-76.
91. Por an almost complete text of bill, see Morrison,
Beginnings of Public Education in Virginia,K page, 32-34,
92, Jefferson's Writingse, Vol, XIX, p. 260-251,
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it like the image of brass and olay eubstances
which never amslgamate. They would only embar-
rags and render our colleges impracticable, I
have always found it bast never to permit s
rational plan to be marred by botching. You
wonld lose on the vote more honest friends than
you would reoonclle dishonest enemies, under
whioch term I include those who would seorifice
the publio good to a local interest.”

The educetional bill for s somewhat general plan of
eduoation that Jefferson drew up in 1817-1818 reflects
- his pli idems aa advanced in his famous letter to Peter

Carr, %:g?ert Adams ham given an excellent summary of

the bél}, which eontatna fifteen ootavo pages, when he
{94

says:

"Jofferson propossd that the judge of the
superioxr gourt, in every oounty, should appoint
three visitors of primexy sahaoil. These viaitors
were to subdivide their respeative counties into
wards, comprehending 'each about the number of
mil1tia suffiolent for a compsny's The visitors
were then to call ward meetinge, and the majority
vote of the warders was to determine thc location
of. the school-~houge and how it should be built.

A vlurality vote was to elect a resfdent warden
to -direct the process of buildlns. and to care
for achool property. All persons liable to work
on the highways were to be subject to the warden's
call to work on the sohool-house, unless it should
be built by pecuniary oontrlbntiona. Ward meet-
ings were %o be held in the school-~house after its
completion, . This place should become the center
of local goiernmcnt a8 well as of local educa-
tion, The seleoction of teachers and the examin-
ation of schools were to be intrusted to the
county board of visitors.,"

After outlining 2 plen for collegiate distriote,
Jeaffsrson added & proposition for a university "in a
central and healthy part of the state.” For this he
gave one general plan whereby the power of seleoction
was to be given to & bosrd of eight visitors, whioh was
98, For. éééi»iaié'%;;%'ai'ﬁiii’ "se0 Jefferson's Writings,

Vol, XVII .« &L7~441.,
94, Otroular of Information, No. 2. p. 62-83.
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to be approved by the board of public instruction;
the other was a definite plan for the acceptance of
CantfaIHCollege with 811 its material belongings.

On January 6, 1818, a communication to the legis-
lature was written by Jefferson and signed by the other
officers of Central College. The communication offered
Central College as a gift to the State of Virglnis,
providing the stete would convert the college into a
university, After oiting the costs of an institution
of this kind, Jeffsexson statss that the funds and rovs
enuss at hand were inoufficiant. but revenues at the

command of the legislature slone would be a&equatez \
95
In regard to tha purpooe of the university he says:

A ﬁhapoaa F-1] autpiaious to the xnturo desn~
tinies of odur dountry, which would bring such
2 mass of mind into activity for its welfare,
cannot be contemplated without kindling the
waxmest affection for the land of our birth,
with an animating prospect into its future
history. tliell directed education improves
the morals, enlarges the mind, ealightens
the aennoiin instructs the 1nduatry, and
advances the powser, the prosperity and the
happiness of the nation. But it ie not
for us to suggest the high conalderations,
which their peculiar situation will naturgl-
1y present to the minde of our lawgivers,
encouraging a pursuit of such inealculable
effeot; nor would it be within the limits
of our dutitnl respect to them, to add reason-
ing or inducements to their better understand-
ing of what will be wlse and profitable for
our ocountry. But oObserving in the bill pre-
santed for pudblic consideration a combinatien:.
¢f public and private contributions has been

95, Patton. Jefferson, Cabell and the University of
virginia, p. 38-40.
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contemplated; and oongidering such an in-
corporation as ¢ompletely fulfilling the
view of our inatitution, we undertake to
declare, that {f the legisliature shall
think proper to proceed to the establish-
ment of an university, and to adopt for

its locatlon the site of the “Yentral
College, ‘we are 0 .certain of the appro-
mtion of thosa for whom we act, that we
may give safe gssurance for the resdy trans-
fer to the 3tate of all the property and
rights of Centrsl Uollege, on possession
or in action, towards the estadlishment of
sucsh an University and under such laws and
provisions as the legislature shall be
pleased to establish; end thaet we ourselves
shall be ready to del .ver over our charge
to such suceessors, or such othsr orgeniz-
ations, as the legislature shall be pleased
to ordain, and with lncreased confidernce

of its success under their care.”

There were many opponernts 2o Jefferson's bill and it
received very few votes in the House Committee of the
Whole, but a substitute offered by Mr. Hill, of Xing
William County, was recommended for adoption. In Mr,
Hill'a substitute for Jefferson's bill, there was proposed,
"the appointment by local courts of school commissioners
in every county, city, and corporate town,'to determine
what number of poor children they will educate', and
what should be paid for their education, The commission=-
ers were to select the children and send them, with the
asgent of parents or wuxrdisn, sto some convenient school
to be taught resding, writing, snd arithnetic. The money
for tuition, books, and etc., was to come out of a 74,000

reservation £rom the income of the literary fund, to be



paid over to local school commissioners of counties,
cities, and tcwﬁﬁt in proporticn to the freé white
population etc. 90)5uch woe the wretched proviaion
 for primar; education as a loceal charity, dependent
upon state aid and parish s»oils. The House of Dele~
gates had apparently no conception of the importance
of establishing common gchools and of supporting then
ﬁy logal taxatlon," (gviThus, it 13 shown Lere that
the state was not willing nor ready at this time to
adopt any state asghool system finanged through local
taxatiuﬁ, in spite of thoe effort, that Jelfferson put
forth in trying to establish universal education.
There wasz, however, en effurt in the right direction

when a 15,000 appropriation was attached to the bill

for a university.

C. The University Founded.

This amended bill of Jefferson's passed February
£1, 1818+« The essential v»rovisions engrafted on to

the ?1%} for establishing schools for the poor children
{9 .
werei "The establishment of a university to be ¢alled

'Yhe University of Virsinia' in some convenient and prop=~
or part of the stste; the appointmont by the Executive,
of a body of twenty~four discreet persons as a Board of

Comuiisasioners {or the University; secondly, a plan for

LRI I I RIS I IR I IR SRR N S R E E R R R P R E R T E TR

96« Under this plan of the Hill 3ubstitute Adams says that
there were 10, _£26 indigent childrsn sent to schcol ir ninety-
eight counties reporting, during the school yemr, 1lui4=- Z5,
47. Adams, Hertert. Cirxcular of Information, No.&, p., 48.

98, Patton, Jefferson, Cabell and the University of Virginia,
Pe 44, - :
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the building thereof; thirdly, the branches of lesarn-
ing which showld be taught theroin; fourthly, the num-
ber end desoription of professorsg; and £ifthly, such
general provielon as mig t riorerly be enmcted by the
legislature for tho better orgenizdng ard governing
of the University." A committece wa: appointed to
make & report on the provision of the bill to the next
meeting of the General Aszembly,

This comnittee, headed by Jefferson, and composed
of many other leading citizens, met on August 1, 1818,
at the tavern near the top of the Blue Ridge Lountains
in Rookfish Gap, and adopted a full report. The report
provided for the establicshimgt of the University at
Charlottsville (Ceatral College), and outlined a complete
plan for the curriculum and zdministration of the University.
Authors seem to agreo that Jefferson was the moving spirit
and the leader in the rreparation ¢f thie famous report.
Slosson says 1t shows the hond of Jefferson, "in both its
inclusions anﬁ omissions,” (‘G)Ona of Jefferaon's blograph-
ers saysz(IOO)"Yot it was remarked by one of the lookers=-on
that Kr. Jefferson was the principal object of regard bhoth
to the members and spectators; and he se-med to Le the
chief me#er of the body~ the soul that aninated it, and

99. Blosson, The American Spirit in Education. p. 88,
100, Ciroular of Information, #Ho.5, 1868, p. 86,
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some vhoe were present struck by these manifestaticns
of deferance, conceivaed a more exalted idea of him on
thie simple 2ndi unpretending occassion then they had
ever previcusly entertained.”

Whsn the sesslon began, it appears th-t Jefferson
wae made chairman of & select ocommittee of six to re=-
port on everything the legislature hod nsked the comm-
issisn to ao ixaapt the selection of a aita; which was
to be considered by the entire board. Ja!farson,'it is
seid, submitted a long list of octogenarians who lived
in Alyewarle county es proof to show the healthfulnsss
of the seotion, He then exhibited a moisl of the state
mede cf cardbeari, which demonstrated that Charlotts-
ville was not only the nasrest centexr of the State
geographlically, but the nearest to the center of white
populatica, The efforts of Jefferson were succesaful,
for on August 3, the finel vote was taken selooting
Central College as the azite for the University£101)

3 The}rgport,of the aelsct committee of six was"Prob-
ablyhﬁkapare& by Joffarson before he came to the meating
at Rockfish Gap, for it 18 an elaborate production, i~
dicating oareful thought.i?', The report was published in
the Analdotioc Review, and the introductory comment points
out that the report is said to be "from the pen of
Jefferson and gontains many new suggestions worthy the

101. Patton. Jefferson, Cabsll and the University of
Virginia, p. 46-49,
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attention of ouy seminariss of learning already estabe
lished.” (102) The report is all-inclusive in argument
and complete in schemes for higher education., It deals
with the recommendation of Central College as the site
for the University; the asademical village plan of build-
ing to be used; the professorships, with the branches of
learning to be taught and General legislative provisions
were recommended for tuition of students, board, lodging,
gOVG}nment, priszes, degrees etc,, detalls to be left to
the board cf visitors. Vig shell give here only excerpts
of the report of the oommisaion1103)

The objecte of primary education would be:

"To give to every citizen the information he
naeeds for the transaction of his own business;

"Po erable him to celculate for himself, and to
express and presexrve his ideas, his contracts, and
accounts, in writing;

"To improve his reading, his morals snd facultles;

"To understand his duties to his neighboras and
country, and to discharge with compretence ths func-~
tions oonfided to him by either;

"To know his rights; to exercise with order and
justice those he retaina; to choose with disecretion
nnd fiduciary of thoze he delegates; andi to notice
thelir conduct with diligence, with candor, and
judgement ;

"And, in gencral, to observe with intelligence
and faithfulness all the social relations under which
he shall be Tlaced.”

192, Circuler of Informetion, Ko. 2, p. &8.
103- Ibid' %, Ow 88"’95'
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And this brings us to the point where the higher
branches of education commence., These were designated:

"To form the statesmen, legislators, and
judges, on whom publio prosperity and individusl
happiness are so muoh to depends

"fo expound the principlees and structure
of government, the laws whigh regulate the
intercourse of nations, those formed manioi-
pally for our own government, and & sound
apirit of legislation, whiah banishing all
unnecessary restraint on individusl action
shall leave us free to do whatever does not
violate the aqual rights of another;

"To harmonize and promote the interests
of agrioculture, manufactures, and commercse,
and by well-informsd views of political
economy to give a free scope to the public
industry, ' ,

‘To~a¢vclopo the redsoning facnltios of
our youth, enlarge their minds, cultivate
their morais, and instil into them the pre
cepta of virtue and order;

"To enlighten them with mathemstical and
physieal sciences, which sdvance the arts,
and aiminieter to the health, the subasistence,
and comforts of human life;

"And,generally, to form them to habits of
refleotion and correct action, rendering them
examplea of virtue to others, and of heppiness
within themsolvcn¢

The report oontinn;a lnto a rather lengthy argument for
the practical value of the solences, and closes with the
netional beneafits of education. It saye:

"Some good men, and aven of respectable
information, consider the learned sciences
a8 useless acquirements; some think that they
do not better the condition of men; and others
that edugation, like private and individual
concerns, should be left to private individual
effort;



not reflecting that an satablishment embraoc-
ing all the scienoces which may be useful and
even necessary in the various vooations of
1ife, with the buildinga and apparstus belong-
ing to each, ars far beyond the reach of indiviual
meang, and must oither derive existence from
public patronags or not exist at alls This would
leavesus,then, without thoss callings which de-
pend on sduocation, or send us %0 other gountriea
to saek the instruction they regquiresss. Nor
must we omit to mention the incaloulable advantd-
aggeoi training up counselliors to administer the
affoirs of our country ia all its departments,
leginlative, exeontive, and Jjudliocial, and to bear
their propsy ahare in %ho councils ot our National
foverament} Nothing mores than eduostion asdvancesa

‘ ﬁagiprogparityﬁ the power, and the happiness of a
nations

Bcsaraxgg the relation of education teo morals and
religion, the report eayas:

"Eduontion generaies habits of application,
of order, and the love of virtuej and controls,
by the foroe of habit, any innate obliquities
in our morsl organisation, Ve should be far,
too, from thogdianoczuging persussion that man
1s fixed, by thw Asw of his nature, at & given
peinté that his improvement is’chimera, and hhe
hope delusive of rendering ourselves winor.
happier, or better than our forefathers were.
Aa well might it be urged that the wild and un-
gultivated tree, hitherto ylelding sour and bittey
fruit only, ¢an never be made to yleld better;
yot we know that the grafting art implant & new
tree on the savage stosk, produoing what is most
estimable both in Rind and degree., EBduoation, in
like manner, ingrafts a new man on the native stook,
and improves what in his nature was viocious and
perverse into quelities of virtus and socisl wotth,,
And it oan not be but that esch generation, sucoeed-
ing to the knowledge aoguired by all those who pre-
osded it, adding to it their own acquisitions and
fiscoveries, and handling the mass down for success-
ive and conatant agocumulation, mmst advance the
knowledge and well being of mankind, not infihitely,

a8 aome have #aid, but indefinitely, and to )
» : ' & term



which Bo one can fix or foroseoss.s But what

but sducation hasg advanced us beyond the condition

of our indigenous neighbors? And what chaina them

to their present atate of barberism and wretchednees
but & bigoted veneration . for the supposgd superlative
wisdom of theixr forefmthers, and the preposterous
idea that they are to look backward for better things,
and not forward, longing, as it should seem, to re-
turn to the daye of eating acorns and roots, ratherx
than indulge in the degeneracies of oivilis&tian?"

The following gives the plan set forth, according to
‘the report, of the ten different professorships with the
branches of learning to be "Within the power of a éingln
profagoory”

l. Ancient lLanguages,- Latin, Grack and Hebrew.
2; Modern languages,~ ¥rench, Spanish, Italian,
Anglo Baxorn,
3¢« Fure Mathematios,~ Algebra, Fluxions, Geometry,
Arohiteocture, Military and Haval 3clenoce.
4. Physico R&thoﬂltiol (a) Meochaniocs, Statiocs, Dynamias,
Pnuomatiocs, Acoustios, O?ticn, Astronomy, and Geography.
b» rhysioo Mathematios, {b) Physica, Chemiatry, eYalogy e
6s Hatural Solences,~ otany Z00lOgY«
7. Hatural Sglience, ~ Anatomy and lMedioine.
Bs Soisnoe of Government and Politics, ~ Goverunment, Polite
ical Boonomy, Laws of llature and Nations.
Ye Solence oi Government ,~ Munioipal Law,.
10, ldealogy, General Gremmar, Hthics, Rhetoric, Belles
Lettres, ne Arts.

The report closea with a 8solution of the denominational
diffioulty when it says: "We have proposed no profes oy of
divinity. This will be within the provinoce of the professor
of ethice., We have thought it proper at this point to leave
any eaect to provide a8 they thin: fitteattthe means of further
instruotion in the%{bzyn particular teneta."”

Sloegson aays that Jefferson put the study of Anglo=-

104, Ameriocan Spirit in Educations p. 88-869,
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Saxon among tga modern languages because he thought it
would “raéruitLgaa renovate the vigor of the English
language, too muoh impaired by the neglect of ite ancient
constitution and dislsots.” "Under Ideoclogy'," he says,
"a term introduced by Count Destutt de Tracy of the Frenoh
Ehatituts, Jefferaon hopei for the development of an new
phgieaaphy free from the theologloal andlmatap&yutnal
postulates of the old end leading toward a democratic in-
atead of s”mo@armhiaifi&a@i\af'asuiwty* ?his ideal of
Jefferson's hSa aot been reslismed, although wa4ﬁay‘&iaaﬁrn
an approa;h toward it in the pragmatism of Villiam James
and John Dewey, hotly tpposed in the monarchisl countries
of Zurope beosuse of its democratic implications:"

The dcoument &s finally psssed by the committee was
written in Jﬁxforaean:hand. Other coples were made and
transmitted to the iﬁbﬁﬁﬁws of the two Houses, where the
report was rea{ and received with great attention..The
fate of the University seemed to be in the hands of Cabell
in the Senate and of thip%&on at Honticello, PMinally, on
the £5th of January, 1519, the University of Virginia and
Central College were legally united. ?he bill p?wvided
that the immediste control of the university was to be
vested in o rector and a Board of Visitors composed of nine

(105)
men eppointed by the governor. "at 8 meeting of the

106+ Patton., Jefferson, Cabell and the University of
Virginia, p. 45~54.
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Viaitors of the University of Virginia at the said

University on Monday, the 29%h dey of March, 1519,

biing the day prescribed by the governor for their first
meeting...., the Board prooneding to the duties presorid~

ed to tham by the act of the General Assembly, instituted

'*An act establishing an University,' appointua Thomms e
Jefferson as thelr reotor and Peter Minor their sacrstaxy.£106’
The immediate twskcof the Board of Vipitors was to ssoure
funds to ereot buildinge for the univeraity and to employ

a faculty of instruotorss These two matters scem to have
been left almost sntirsly to Jefferaon, who gave hie person-
al attention to even the details of them .

"One of the most extreordinery features of Jeffersom’s
management of the University was his finarcial polioy."(lov)
Central College had been cxrganiszed and put into readiness
for college work Lefore the leglaluature had chartered it. It
was surely in the mind of Jefferaon that Central College
should Berm the besis of the University, All the land and
rights of Central College were treaneferred to the university,
The total funds of this college aione anounted to nearly
347,000.(108)W0 have gseen t: at the annual appropriatien
to the University from the literary fund was £15,000 a
year, which was direotly available for the use of the Board
106, Jefferson's Writings, Vol, XIX, p. 373,

107, Cizcoular of Informatiou, Ho.2, 1888, p. 102,

108.Patton. Jefferson, Cabell, and the University of
Virginia. p. 40.
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of Visitors., The Viaitors would pstition the Legisla-
ture from yeer to yeair for additionsl funds or for the
power to borrow funds. Since the annual $45,000 ap-

propristion fyrom the literary fund for the @hi;.aron of
the peor was not used, Jefferson asked for the surplua.

In his yepoxt of Ootobsr &, 1BEB, to the president and
(168 4)
- 48&rector of the 1litersry zm he atatem:

*The seversl Sums a&vm«x from the I&tm

ary Fund an leans, when the balancs of the

1ast shall have Been received, will emount

to 180,000 m,wu, besxring a present intarest
of 10,800 dollars. This, with P ihe ooat of

the nscessary ocarye and preservation of the

aptablishoent will lsave, of the annual ane

Aowment of the ﬁﬁiﬁﬂﬁy a umlu of between

two and three thousend dollar , with its
wm inorease for the rﬁmﬂm of the

pringipals. This be a8 before mentioned,

of 180,000 dodlars, will be extinguished 'bw

the annual %t of & gonstant msum of 2,

500 4o0llars at the end of twent ttm

& tormn tm:.m Zor the eduoation

psrson alresdy bors, or to be rorn for am

time to oome} m thm tm period a great

will de ) MEYe Pres~

expsnse

oxvation of thn MMM{I W
Mamvm\muh is the duty of the
Visitors to present, and to leave to the

wisdom and mmz, considerstion of the lag-
falature, to whose care are confided the m-
nmttmt and other interests of the present,
as woll as of. the future Msmrmoa-
ing from use™
This repurt shows the mthM used Yy Jefferson and Cabell
to ssoure funds from the Virginia Legislature.
In 8 long letter to Dr, Thomas Cooper on Aungust 14,

1820, Jefferson says, regerding the possibility of the

108A. Jefferson's Writings, Vol. XIX, p., 425-426.
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‘ (109)
leglalatare voting funde for the university: "The

completing all our buildings for professors and atudents
by the sutumn of the ensuing year, 18 now seoured by
sufficient aontracts, and our oonfidence is most strong
that mithqr the 8tate nor theiy lsgislature will bear
to ses thdu bulldings shut up for five or six years,
when they have the monsy in hand, and agtuslly appro-
priated to the objset DY eduostion, which would open
 their dcors &t once for the ﬂmﬁﬁmf'bf their am‘

now waiting and oalling slowd for that institution.”
"Jefferson's finanolsl pollay in desling with the
Legislature of Virginia was nmﬁ.ns like the ocamel's
method of entering an Areb's tent, or 1ike s woolman's
method of aplitting a logs To follow one's nosme, or to
drive & wedge s a very simple ‘Kg?mnm, but it veguires
disoretion. Jefferaon had it.,"

The Board caloulated that when the institution
opened thers would be sdditional funds, BHach student
was to pay & tuition fee of twenty-five dollars, which
would go $0 make up & portion of thet student's pro-
fesaor's salary. In the annnal report of 1823 they cal-
oculate "that in future years, in addition to the annuity
of 156,000 4dollars, they may count on the rents of six

108, Jefferson's Writings, Vol, XV, pe. 268,
110. Cirounlar of Information, Ho. B Ps 102108,
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hotels at 300 Gelliavs esgh, 9f 100 dormitories at eix-~
teen dollars each, o0f nine others smaller at twelve dol~
lare each, and sn additionsl rent from 218 students at
twelve dollars each, for their participation in the uses
of the publ;?zgﬁ?rtmankai making a totsl income of 21,
224 dollars.™ Hot only were theme opsrating funde from
the naiversity caloulated e0 alosely, but every item of
no matter how small sonsequendce was supervieed by Jeffer-
son, In a repoxt to the &;roa?arn of the literary fund,
December B3, 18LE, he says: "Prom this it will appesr
that, in the course of so great expenditure, every artiocls
(a aingle one excepted of scuily
besn satisfactorily vouched as faithfully applied to the
purposes of the inatitution, with tlm sanotion of the
Viaitors."” o

The franknese with which Jefferson admitas any
(miltﬁhi that he adgh& have made in th. ouwunagxuron
under hxs dirtetlon nqy be seen in thza tnport of
Knva?gzg)ai; 1881, to the Dirsctors of the Literary
Fand:

"Anothey instance was the importation of a
fine artist for the carving of the ospitals
of the more diffionlt oxders of the buildings.
The few persona in this gountry oapadble of
that work were able to obtain elsewhere such

111, Jefferson's Writings, Vol. XIX, p. 430,
112, Ivid., p. 419‘.
113. Ibid., pe 405-406.
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high priaes for their akill and labor that
we belisved it would be economy to prooure an
artist from some oountxy where akill is mors
abundant, and labor cheap. Ve &id w0, But
on trial the stone we had ocounted on in the
neighborhood of the University was found total~
v 1y susceptible of delicate worki and some from
8 very dlstant, dut the nearest other gquarry
known, besides a heavy expense attending its
tranuportetion, was extyemely tedious to work,
and belleved not proof agsinet the influences
off the weather, the meantines we had in-
quired and learned that the same oapitals could
be furnished in Italy, and delivered to our
osn ports for s half, or third, of the prioce,
in maxble, whioh they would hsve cost us hers
in doubtful stone, We aryested the work here,
therefore, and ocmpromised with our artist at
the expense of his past wages, hias board and
g:aanso hither, smounting to 1,390 dollars,
6 csnts. Theso are the nnly'inntaneel‘ex
falee expense whioh have ocourred within our
knowrledpge.”

E ‘Hot nly weye the funds locked after a0 clomely
by Jefferaon dut he aleo supervised to the smallest detalls
the plana of snd the oconetruction of the buildings. As sarly
as April(ii‘}ﬂis, Jezferson wrote to Coveraor Wilsom C.
Hicholse:

"&s the buildings to be erected will also enter
insd their rozgxt, I would strongly recommend
+0 their consideration, instead of one immense
bnll&&gg $0 have & smell one fOr avery pro-
fensor ip arrnngna at proper distances around
a sQuars, o adnit extension, connected by a
gia:aa 80 that they may go &zy from one school

o another. This village form is preferable
t¢ & single great Muild for many ressons,
particularly on agoount of fire, healih, economy,
peace and quiet. Such a plan had been approved
in the osse of the Albemarle College, which waa
the sudjest of the letter above utntionaa; and
should the idea Ybe approved dy the Board, more

114, Jefferson's Viritings, Vol. XIV, p. 453.
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may heiﬁai& hereafter on the opportunity thess
#nsll buildings will afford, of exhibiting models
in architecture of the purest forms of antiguity,
furpishing to the students examples of the pre-
coapts he wlill be taught in that art.”
This shows that the ideas Jefferson had regsrding the
plan of architecturs for Albemarle Academy wore to be
carried over into the plan for the University of
Vizgini&s ’

The whole plan of construction may bs found in the
recoxrds of the first mfgﬁé?g of the trustess of Central
College om May &, 1817. It wogs at thst m@atigg that
*"Mn Jefferson presented to the Board of Visitors |
(Central College) a plan for erecting aidistinet
pavillion or building for esch separate professor
and arramgéng them around a sguare. With the certainty
that oharacterised all his purposes, he suggeasted
and the Board approved the drawing of parallel lines,

- and the locating of the paviliions on one or the other

of them. In time one of these lines became East Lawn
and the other West Lawn. The procter was empowered,

a8 soon as funds were in hand, to agree with proper work-~
men for the building of the first paviliion, and for the
ersction of dormitories to & number not exceeding ten
115. "The 'minutes’' of the Board of Visitors of the Uni-
versity of Virginia, under the rector of its father and
founder, Thomas Jefferson, are far more interesting than
the mere reporis of business meetings. They contain an

account of the actual growth of that famous institution”
‘369 Jefferson's Writings, Vol, XIX, p. 360-499.



70

on each side of the buil?ing; The erections were to be
1l6
of regular architeoture." On Qctober 26, 1818, he

wrote:

"The plan of the bullding is not to srxect

one single magnifiicent building to contain
everybody, and everything, but to make of it an
Academical village, in which every professor
shonld have his saparata house, containing his
leeturing with two, three or four rooms for his
own accomodation sccording as he may have a
family or no family, with & kitchern, garden,eto.,
distinot dormatories for the students, not more
than two in a room and separate haarﬁing«housca
for dieting them by private housekeepers.” (117)

Year by year, as funds became available, the pavilious
for the professors and dormitories for the students
were oaqpletod.

“'If'ia revealed in a report of November 29, 1821,
to the Directors of the Literary Fund that, in the
planning and constrxuction of these buildings, Jefierson

must have had a oo?etg\;wtivc imagination of the highest
11
order, for he said:

"#e had therefore, no supplementary guide but
our own judgments, which we have exersided.con-
clentiously in adopting a scale and style of
butlding believed to be apportioned to the respec-
tability, the means and the wants of our country,
and such a8 will be approved in any future con-
dition it may attedn. We owed to 1t te do, not
what was to perish with ourselves, but what would
remain, ,be respected and preserved through other
agss., Ana we finally hope that the imstruction

116. Patton. Jefferson, Cabell and the University of
Virginia. p. 177.

117. Ibid., p. 265.

118, Ibid., p. 407-408.
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dhiah mnay ilow from this institution, kindly
¢hewrishel, by advancirg the minds of our
youth with the srewing science of times, and
alevating the views of our gitizens generally
to the practice of the sooiel dutles, and the
functions of self government, may ensure to
our oountry the reputation, tha safety and
prosperity, nand all the other blesslngs which
experience provee to result from the culti-
vation and improvement of the general mind.
And, without going into the monitory history
of. the snoient world in all {ts gquerters, and
at all its periodas, that of the 30il on which
we live and of ite ogecupants, indigenous snd
immigrant, tescies tfle sawful lesson, that_ao
nation iswnﬂrmitted to llve in ignorancs witE

The idea that Jefferson himself had of the build-

ings of the University may be Seen by a letter of November

24, 1821, now in the depattment of State at Was?ing?on,
119

written to an unknown person, in which he says:

"You inquire =2lisoc about our University.
All its buildings except thae Llibrary will be
finished by the ensuing spring. It will be a
gplendid establishment, weuld be thought so
in Burope, and for the chastity of its archi~
tecture and c¢lassiscl taste leaves everything
in America far behind it. But the Library, not
yet begun, is essentialiy wanting to give it
unity and consoclidation as a single object. It
will have cost in the whole but 200,000 dollars.
The library is to be on the prinozple of the
Pantheon, a sphere within 8 cylinder of 70 feet
diameter,~to wit, onme-half only of the dimen-
gions 0ot the Pantheon, and of a single order
only."

The construstion of the buildings of the University
did not prograaékéo rapidlj as Jefferaon head expeptg@,
but he continued to reprort the progress from year .té:

year until 1825, when the University was oren to students.

119. Jefferson's Writings. Vol. XV.II, pe 215,
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He did nmot care to see the institution organized IFfor

instruction until it was entirely o?mp%?tad, for e
1z
says in his fourth report, 1ln 18Z1:

"The Visitors, feom the beginning, hsve con-
sidered it as indispensable to complete gll the
buildings before opening the institution; be-
canse, from the moment that shall be opened, the
whole ingome of the University will be ahaorbed
by the salaries of the professors, and bther
inoldentals and current expenses, end nothing
will remmin to srect any building still wanting
to complete the systems They are still of the
opinfon, therefors, that it ia better to post-
pone for a while, the commencement of the in-
atitution, ~nd them to open it in full and com~
rlete system, then to begin rrematurely in an
unfinished state, and go on perhaps forever, on
the contrpooted soale of local ncsdemies, utter-

-1y inadequate to the great purposes which the
report of 1818 and the legislature have hitherto
had in contemplation., +hey believe that, in that
imperfect stete, it will offer little allurement
to other than neighvoring students, and that
professors of the first eminence in their respect-
ive lines of scienc: will not bde indunced to attach
thelr reputstions to an inetlitution defective in
ite ocutset, and offering no pledge of rising to
future distinction.”

It was Jefferson's policy in bdbuilding to create some-
thing a little more impressive than existed anywhere in
America. Charlottsville d1d not have anything in its
neighborrood to attract either professors or students. Iliis
building rolicy appears to be dofined in & letter to Vabell
in 1822, when he says: e
. . "Ihe. grest objest of our aim from the begiknlgg

has been to makeé ti.c establishment the most emin-.
ent in the United States, in order to draw to it

120, Jefferson's Writings. Vo1, XI1X, p. 41,
121. Circular of Information. Ko. 2, l&u8. p. 100,
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the youth of every state, but especially of
the South and West. We have proposed, there-
fore, to call to it characters of the first
order of science from Burope, as well as our
own country, and not only by the salaries and
the comforts of their situntion, but by the
distinguished scale of its structure snd pren-
aration, and the promise of futurs eminence
which these would hold up, to induce them to
gemmit their reputaiion to its future fortunes.
ad we built a barn for s ¢gollege and log buts

or mgcomoaations, Bhould We ever have had the
a@surance tp proposs to an Buropean professor
of that cheracter to come to 1t%"

The personal contributions that Jefferson made to the
construction of the builiings seem to be well summarized by
Hgnaeraon,(;agjwhanlhe ag&sf ‘"He, -himself, drew the plans
for the edifices which were to be srranged in a parallel-
ogram and eonnected with each other by pimzzas. Each of
the buildinge was to be of different style to illustrate
the stylea of the ages., The small villoge near where
Jefferson lived was to become nn academic town, 4“he houses
of the professcrs were to be artistically located. ZEvery
day when the weather was fair and the venerable statesman
was strong enough to do 8o, ha might be seen riding on
horseback to inspect the rising walls of the new genter of
learning, or looking at then through a telescope from a
terrace near his mansion. Sometimes he would give the
workmen plans, drawn by his own hand, to guide them in
thelr work."

In the selection of the [zcuity for the University of

12%, Honderson. cefferson's Views on Public Education.
Pe 41-42,
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Virginia, Jefferson 8cemg to have been wall gqualified

in training and experience. ie had a wide ascquaintance
with the scholars of ¥urope nnd America, and freguently
sacured thelr asglistance in the selection of the best
trained men for the position. He waes Jetermined to

geoure 8 faculty of the wmost distinguished men that the

0old world produccd. He wrote to Cabell, February 13, 1884,

rega:ding the t{ain%ng and qualifications of the professors
123
to be selected:

"You know we have all, from the beginning,
congidered the high qnalifications of our
professors, &s the only meanz by which we
could give to our institution splendor and
g re-eninence over all its sister seminaries.

he only question, tharefore, we can ask our-
salves, as to any candidate, v .11 be, is he
the most highly aualified? The bollege of
&hiladelphia has lost its charscter of primacy
jvby indulging motives of favoritisn and nepotiﬂm..

" and by -onferring the appointments a3 il the
professorahlps were entrusted to them as pro-
visions for their friends. %Lud even of Zdin-
bturgh, as you know, i3 elzo much lowered from
the suue caus «e are next to observa, that
7 man 13 not qualified for a profaasor, knowing
nothing but merel, his own profession. He
sho1ld be otherwise well eaucated a3 to the
sciences genernlly; able to converse understand-
ingly with sclentific men with whom he is associat-
ed, ani to assist in the councils of the faculty on
any aubject of scieics on which they nay have oc-
cagion to delibernte. VWithout this he will incur
their contempt, and bring disreyutation on the
institution. With respect to the professorship
you mention, 1 searcel, know any of our judges
personally; but I will name, for example, the late
Judge Roane, who, I bellieve, was generally admitted
to be anmong the abvlest of them. His knowledge was

123, Jefferaon's Writings, Vol.XVI, p. o~7.
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confined to the common law chiefly, which does
not constitute one~half of the qualification of
a really learned lawyer, lunch less thet of a
professor of law for an University. A4And as to
any other branches of saience, he must have
stood mute in the presence of his literary
agacciates, or of any learnad strangers or
others visiting the Hniversity. Would this
aanagétuta the splendid stand we proposs to
take

The seriousness of selecting the profeasors and
the effortes that Jefferson seems to have put forth in
doing it, mey be shown in the many letters he wrote to
his friends respecting the selection of suitsble candi-
dates. Mr. Franois Gilmore was actually sent to Europe
to secure suitadble scholars for the faculty of the
University of Virginia., The letter Jefferson wrote
April 6, 1824, to his friends in England, introdunoing
Gilmore, seems so important that we are including cer-
tain portions of 1t hera§124’

"As to these (professors) we have determined
$0 receive no one who ie not of the first order
of scicnce in his line; and as such in every
branch cannot bve obtalined with us, we propose to
seek Sume of them at least in the countries ahead
of us in science, and preferatly in Grest Britan,
the land of our own languages, habits, =and manners.
But how to find out those who are of the first
grade of science, of sober, correct habits and
morals, harmonizing temvers, talernts for commun=-
ication, t8 the difficulty. Our first ster is to
send a 3pecial agent to the Universit¥es of Oxford,
Cambridge, and “dinburgh, to make tue selection
for us; snd th person appointe: for this office is
the gentleman who will hand you this letter,-ir.
Francis Walker Gilm-r,~ the best educsted subect

124, Jefferson’s Writings. Vol. XVI, p. 31- 5.
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we have raised since the Revolution, highly
qualified in a1l the important branches of
sciencg, professing particularly that of law,
which he has practice. gsome years at our

Supreme Court with good sucuess and flatter-

ing prospects. His morals, his amiabls temp-

er »nd disctetion, will do justiwe to any con-
fidence you may be willing to place in him, for
I commit him to you ssg his mentor and guide in
the business he goes on. We do not certainly
expect to obtain sueh charagters &s were the
Cullens, the Robertsons and Porsons of Great
Britan, men of the: firet eminence e8tablished
there in reputation and office, and with emolu-
ments not to be betiered anywhere. But we ¥now
that there is snother race treading on their
heels, preparing to take thelr r;laces, and as
well snd sometimes better qualified to fill them.
These while unsettled, surrounded by & crowd of
competitors, of cqual claims ard perhaps superior
credit and interest, may prefer a comfortable
certainty here for a uncertain nope there, and a
lingering deley even o0f that. TFrom this deacrip—
tion we expect we may draw professors equal to
thogse of the highest name....

"Youxr knowledge of the state of things, your
means of finding out & charaster or two at each
place, truly trustworthy, and into whose hends
you osn commit our agent with entire safety, for
information, caution, and co-operation, induces
me to request your patronage and aid in our
endeavors to obtain such men, snd such only as
will fulfill our views, An unlucky 8selection in
the outset would forever blast our prospects. ‘rTon
our information of the character of the different
Universitiea, we expect we :should go to Oxford for
our classical professor, to Cambridge for those of
wathematics, Hatural rhilosophy and Hatural History,
ani to ®dindurgh for s professor of Anatomy and
the elements and outlines only of medicines....

"Although I have troubled you with many particulars,
1 yet leave abundance for verbal explanation with
Br. Gilmer, who possesses & full knowledge of every-
thing, and our full confidence in everything. He
takes with him plans of our estzblishment, which
we think 1t may be encouraging to show to the persons
t+0o whom he will make propositions, as well to let
them see the comforts provided for themselves, as
to show by the extensiveness and expense ol t' e
geale, that it is no ephemersl thing to which they
nre invited.

“With my earnest soclicitations that you will give
us a2l1l your aid in an underta:ing on which we rest
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the hores and happiﬁéss of our country, saccept
the asgsurancences of my sincere friendship,
attachments and respect.”

Many people appasr to have differed in opinion f£rom
Jefferson regardiing the selaction of Buropean scholars
for positions in the University of Virginia. 1In a letter,
July 21, 1825, to Edward RBverett there is & somewhst

convineing argument in which Jefferson gives his raaﬁens( }
‘ 125
for selscting some of the profemsors in Burope. He says:

"I xnew the range of your mind too well ever
to have supposed for a moment you could view
but with contempt the miserable sneers on our
seeking abroad some of the professors for our
University. Had I thought them worth notice
I should have asked those wits and censors:
these questions only. The seminaries of the
United States being all of them firat sexved
for the ghoice of the talenta of our own
country, were we to take the refuse and place
ourselves thus at the fag end of the whole
1ine? Would it have been cither patriotism
or fidelity in us to have sunk the youth of
pur State to a half lettered grade of education
by committing them to inferior instruetion and
rejecting them of the first order merely because
offered from without the limits of our Union,
and the mass of science nmong us still further
radiuced by the refusal of many eminent characters
to accept academical instruction, and in this
wny to advance the American character? #e thought
otherwise and as yat helieve we have reason to
be satisfied with the course we have pursued. I
hope the only rivalship with ur elder sisters will
be in honorabdle efforts to do the most good possible.”

Again, in the "minuta?" of the board of visitors dated
127)
Qctober 25, 1824, he ssays:
"The Visitors were sensible that there might be found

126, Jefferson's Writings. Vo. XIX, p. £84.
127. Ibid., 456~457.
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in the different seminaries of the United
States persons qualified 1o conduct these
several schools with confldence; but it
was neither probable that they would leave
the sistationa in which they then wers, nor
honoradble ox moral to endeaver to seduce
them from their atstions; snd tc have £illed
the professional chairs with unemployed and
gecondary charscters, would not have fulfill~
¢4 the object or salisfied the excectations
of our country in this institution. It was,
moreover, belleved that, to advance in science,
we must avail ourselves of the lights of countries
slready asdvnnced before us. It was, therefore,
deened most edvissble to resort t0~Europe for
gome of the professors, and of preference to
the ocountries Which spesk the sams language in
order to obtain characters of the first grade
of science in their respective linaes,”

By these arguments for Buropean professors we must not
suppose that Jefferszon was oppcgad to the selection of
Capable Americnana. "Our wish i8) he says, "to procure
nativesa, where they can be fOuni,‘..' of the first order
of requirements in their resgeetive linms; but preferring
foreigners of the first order to natives of the second, we
sball certainly have to go for several of our professors,
to countries more advanced than we are." (126) At another
time he agpge: (1”9)“30 secondary charagter will te redeliv-
el among them. ZEither the ablest which mmerica ur surope
can furnish or none at all. They will give us the selectsed
society of a great city separated from the dissipations
and levities of its ephemeral inasects.” (130)

128, Jefferson's Writings. Volas XV, p.207,.
129, Ibid., p+ RZ8~ 223s
130. %hen the University was first opened the two professor-

ships of Law and Hatural Yistory were occuplei by two Ameri-
cana, the other five badig:selected from the old world. See

Pattenukaifarsan Cabell and the University of Virginie.
g,, saﬂm@, _ , f v e
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A8 on practically all the other prhases of education
necessary to the operation of the Univeramity of Yirginia,
Jafferson had very definite ideas on B8tudent government.
In the Rookfish Gap Qcmmiaaiog raport submiftad to tho
legislature Jefferson lald down some stan&axg concern-
ing the government of the young. _In speaking of fear as
a motive of conduct he writes: (1)

"The best mode of government for youth in
large ¢olleotions is certainly s desideratum
not yet attained with us. It may bve well
guestioned whsther faar, after a certain age,
is 8 motive to which we should have oydinery
recourse. The human character is sas@eptible
of other incitements to correct conduct more
worthy of employ, and of detter effect, FPride
of character, laudable ambition, and moral
dispositions are innets corrsctives af indiscre-
tions of that lively age; and when strengthened
by habitual sppesl and exercise, have a happier
gffect on future character than the degrading
motive of fear. Hardening them to disgrace,
and to corporal punishments, and servile
humilistions can not be the best process for
producing ersct charascter. The effectionate
deportment between father and son offers, in
truth, the best example for that of tutor and
pupll; and the experience of other countries,
in this respect, may be worthy of inquiry aad
consideration with us."”

Student self-government in the University of Virginias
seems to have sn interesting historical significancs.
"Jeferson desired to apply to the University the same
theory that he advocated for the states- that tEe dbest gov-
ernment is the least government. He widhed to do away
with corporal punishment, esrionage, snd 'useless observ-
ances which merely multiply occasions for dissatisfaction,

(13z) (133)
disobedience, and revolt'." Herbert Adams appears to

13l. Circular of Information. Ho.2, p. 94, ,
13Z. Slosson. The American 3pirit in Bduocation. p. 92.
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be quite outspoken in kis praise for the student
seli-government when he Bays:

"It is very generally known that et the
University of Virginis exists a remarkable
system of stundent self-government, by which
8 high morsle and a2 manly tone of self-reliance
have been suoccessfully maintained, In sharp
dldtinction to the old-time method of tutor=-
ial supervision and professorlal esplonage,
this system of self-government has developsd
the most honorable relations betwsan faculty
and students. It has e¢stablished a frank
and kindly spirit of co-operation betwsen
master and pupil, It has repressed all dis-
honoreble practices of cheating in recitations
and examinstiona, 80 sommon under the old reign
of terror, and it has prompted e spirit of
independsnce and self respect. +“his condition
of student soclety in Virginis ig in no small
degree the reault of the teeohings of Jefferson.
While his ldeal of student self-;overnment was
not immediately realized in that lawlwss period
that followed the first introduction of his ideas,
yet & wholesome harmony between liberty snd law
was soon and easily seoured.”

There seem to be four things thet Jefferson distinct-
ly emphasized in "the new educationel departure in Virginia,"”

"The abolition of a presoribed curriculum for
all students, and consequently the overthrow of
the clasa systeam,

"The introduction of speciasliszation, or,(exclusive
application to those branches only which are to
qualify them {students) for the particular vocations
to which they are destined)s

"Phe elective system, or 'uncontrolled choiwe in
the lectures thaey all ehoose to attend’.

"The reducsion of discipling to a minimum, 'avoid-
ing t00 much government, by requiring no useless
observances,none which shall mercly multiply occaslions
for dissstisfaction, disobedience, and revolt'."(134)

1334 Circu:ar of Information, Hos. 2, pe 94.
134, Ibide., p. 127,
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In g letter, July 16, 1822, to George Tioknor of ( |
135
Harvard regarding the eleotive system, Jefferscn writes:

" 1 am not fully informed of the practices

st Harvard, but there 18 one from which we shall

cartdinly wery, although it has been copied, I

beliove, by neaxrly everxry college and acadenmy in

the United 3tates. That 18, the holding the

students all to ‘one prescribed course of reading,

and discllowing exclusive application to those

Lragohes only which are to ¢uslify them for the

partisulsr wvoeatlons to which thay are destined.

We shall, on the gontrsxry, sllow them unoontrolled

shoice in they lectures they shall choose to attend,

and require sleomantary qualifications only, sad

suffieicnt age. Our institution will proceed on

tho princeiple of doing all the good it gan without

congulting ite own pride and ambition; of letting

averyone come =2nd listen to ~hatever he thinks may

improve the oondition of his mind.," (136)
36

Mr. Willlam P, Trent pralses the elective system by saying:

"The fmct thst under the elective system ;. oor
men who desire tc become profigient in one study
oan oome to the University at & moderate expense,
and in one yoar by hard wokk fit themmelves as
thpypughly in that special study as they can under
the ordinary college system in three or four ysars.
It ie ensy to see what & powerful lever this has
been for raising the pcorer clesses throughout
the gouth; nor is the beneficial reaction upon
the weelthier classes less apparent or important.,”

The members of the governing boardare formed by the
facultyof the Universitys "At a meeting of the faculty of
professora, cn matters within thelr functions, one of them

(1370
shall preside, by rotation, for the term of one year emch."”

136, Jefferson's Writings. Vol, XV, P« 455,
136« Circular of Informstion. Ho.2, 1888. p. 156.
137, Jefferson's Writings. Vol, XIX, p. 441.
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A chairman is selected snnually by the bosrd of visitors
from among the rr-ofessors and im reslity becomes the
ghief exectuive of the University.

This republican feature of rotation in office seemed
to ba of great imrortance to Jeffaxaan. A% 2 meeting of
the Board of Visitors on April,33d, and 4th, 1826, an
attempt was made to slter this plan of n faculty chairmen
and create the office of president, sspeclally to secure
ths services of Willlam Wirt who was then Attorney-

General of the United 3?&t§?' Jefforson entered & protest
13
in the following words:

"he subscriber, rector of the University, fully
and exrressly consurring in the apnointment of
William Wirt to the professor of ihe school of
law, dissents from, and vrotests agelnat, so
muohaf these enactments a: to go to the es&ablish—
ment of the office of president of the University,
for these reasons:

1. Beoause the law establishing the University:.
delineating the orgcnizatiorn of the suthorities

by whioh it should "be directed and governed, and
placing st its head a Boerd of roctor and Visitors,
has enumerated with great precision the special
powars it meant to give to the Board, in which
enumexation is not to be found that o creating

e president, making him e member of the faculty of
professora, and with controlling powers over that
faculty;;and it is not coneeivadblo that, while
daanending, in their enumerastion to give epecially
the power of appointing offisoers of the minutest
grade, they should have omitted to nsme him of

the highest, who was to goverr and rreside over
the wholes. If this is not among the enumerated
powers, it is believed it cannot be legitimately
inferred, by construction, from ths words giving

a genaral authority to do all things expedient

for promoting the purposes of the institution;

Ibid., p. 492-494,
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foy,s80 conatrued, i1t wouwld render nuzatory the
whole enumeration, and confer on the Board
powvers unrestrained within any limits.
£ ~Because he is of opinion that every functlon
aseridbed to the nresident by this enactment can
be preformed, and is now a8 well vreformed, by
the faculiy, &8 now establisheld by law.
Sa EFdcauge e owe debts at this time of at least
11,000 dollaxse beyond what osn be paid by sny means
we have in possession, or may command within any
defindte pericd of time; and fixes on us permanent=-
1y an 8dditlonal expense of 15,000 dollars 2 year.
4a Boconse he thipks that go fundamental a
change in the orpanisation of the institution ought
not to be mads by a thin Board, iwo of the seven
constituting it, being now sbsent.

For thease rszsons the subsoribey protests
against both the sexpedlience and the validity of
the estrblishment of this office,

The faculty plan of government with an annually selected
chairmen secms io hnve been quite successful at the University
of Virginia, for John B, llinor, one of the vrofessors of
that institutiocn, writing cos late as 1888, sayaflzg)“The
gsystem ie not without its disadvantages, but its benefits
decidedly rreponderstss Tie chalrman dces aot monopollige
the sdministration, as = president would do, but esach
professor, feoling that he 18 a constituent element of the
governing body, ith his proper share of influence in
shaping its destiny and fortunes, is animated at once by a
sense of duty, of responaibility, and of ambition to devote
his utmost powers of thought, e¢nre, and assiducus effort to

{140)
augment its usefulness and nrosperity.”

139. John B, Uinor. Present Organizsetion and Conditions of
the University of Virgimia, . ?u% in the Cireular o

formations. licez, by the Bureau of Bﬁuqatlon.(laes) Ps 177,
140, However the autiea nf the chairman became 5o great that
it was imposaible to preform the duties of both professor and
chairman, The Alumni valued the importance of Jefferson's
views and kept a changs from taking place until 1905, when an
"exasoutive head" wae appointed. See Patton, Jaffaraon. @ndall
and the Univarsitvy of Vireinia. n. B46-3B1.
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1t was contrary to Jefferson's ideas that the
University should confer any degre-s of honor or titles.
He favored a simple certificate of gradustion specify-
ing the subject to which the student had devofe& mogt

attention, Jeffaxann has not been fal%gwed in this raapebt
) ’ 41)
for degrecc have multirlied amazingly. Howevex, we

eannot gxpect posterity to adopt ail his ideas.

Heny recent atudents of Jefferson's ecducational
accomplishments and efforts have written szcellent sum-
maries on his most important and rractical achiaveman%s

in the succsssful aenenmm?tio? of the University of
142
Virginis, Bruce writes:

" He was not merely the father of it in the
spdritual and intellestusl sense; he was father
of 4t in 8 corporal sense elro, for he designed
the struoture from dome to closet, and he super-
intended 1t8 eorection from the earliest to al~-
most the last brick and lath. It was he who
caxrried &t the front of his mind for mcre than

s generstion the unrealiszed conception of a
university for his native commonwealth; who
through 81l this long period of disappointwent,
but not of discouragemecnt, pressed it uron the
attentions of the Genersl Assembly; who, when it
was ot last incorporated in its earliest form as
a college, selected its site a2nd surveyed its
boundaries; who, after, its final charter was grant-
ed, kept up a persistent a2nd succeszful struggle
with fagtion, prejudiee, and ignorasnce, to obtain
from the 3tate the funds needed for its completion;
who, aféer 1ts doors were thrown open, thought ou’
minutoly and laild down with precision its courses
of inastructior; who chose many of the text-books;
forme the 1library; nominatei all the professors;
ani finslly drafted all the laws for the generxsl
administration of the institution, w“nd all the

l41e The degrec of Bachelor of Arts was creasted in 1848, follow-
3d by the Bachelor of Soience degree in 18GSet See Patton-

JPe Cit. pe 326-331. o
142« Bruces. %The ﬂiﬁtory of the Univeraity of Virginia. P+ 4~Ds
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regulations for the enforsement of discipline
among tho students. Amost daily if the weather
was fair, he rode down from his mountain~top

to the univnrgity to watch the progress of the
building; and when prevented from dolng this,
turned from that lofty height upon the wn~
finighed atruetnxaa the tarnrcnchtng eyaa nt
his talaaaaps¢ o LT

W1llism P. ?%:ag? piys Joffersén o gimmg?fsmme
4
when he writes:

“Iﬁ snﬁiiaea %s say that the brca&na&s of wa

Jefferson's viows and the suggestive quality

of hia genius sre nowhere more strikingly dis-
pilayed than in hils choloe of the 1ines slong.
which the wotk of his favotite inptitution was
to run, These lines the University in ths main
has adhered toe  The combination 6f the monastio
with ‘the &amoazatig 8pirit, the high atandard
and the broad scope od atu&y which hHe advised,
the honor systowm of dlacipline, and the mers
of party and ssot into literary end scientific
fellowship 211 survive in the University, and
in their results bvear tsstimony to the wisdom
of the mind that first aombined them."

Profesaor John B, Hinor has written an excellent article

on the present awsani:atisn and condition of the Untvcr?xty
of Virginia, in whioh he lauds the work of Kr. Jefferson:

"The organisation of the University, iis govern-
ment, dlacipline, and methods of 1nﬂtrnatzon were
virtually left to be prescribed by Mr.Jefferson
olone; and they atill retaln in a grest degree, the
impreesion derived from him, azd in many rese g&ata
bear the stamp of his charmcteristic traits,

The influence of tha Univeraity of Virginia has probab-
1y been iumportant and far-reeching, bul is something theat

nformation, Hle E, {106E
144 Iﬂlﬂq* P 17(}‘
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is very aiffiocult to measure. Professor Willism P.

Trent has msﬁa a opeelel atudy of the 1?f1ﬁ§nce cf the
146

University ﬁn Southern life and thanght. ‘This atu&y

tra@as the history of the University siaae the time of

Jeffarson, gnﬁ ﬂaﬁaavcra to ghow itm extent and character,

"The chief eausaa 0r<warzing foroes,” accoxrding to ?rent

‘way bo ﬁtat¢&~as gazmows? )

"The gontinued refusal bf the Iaanity angd
visitors to yest @atlisfied with the pregent
standa:d of requirement in the seveyal studies
or with the numher ¢f emdbjects tnught. and the

- constant tendsncy to improvement inm both of
.thaaa partiaularaa ¥

- "Phe auhntitution of the slective for
the ocurricular system of instrustion.

»~"Tha”ﬁaanr systom of discipline.

"Phe even balance hold betwean sects and
partiod,. W

"The high qualifiaatians, of both ment:l and
moral, of the high men chosen as instructors.

"fhe uniqgue. 9951*i0n of the University in

~ the South; s poaitian largely brought. about

- by the- sxistence of the. above~mentioned, ceuses.”

There were aumerous refoms made at Harvard College
i, the oarly part of the ninetecnth century by Gsorge
Tioknor, many of which perhavs, were coried from the werk
of Jafferson at the University of Virginia, In m specisal
article ontitled, The University of Virginis and Harverd

{146}
College., there 15 much evidence prosented to show

145« The Influenae of the University off $3rgémaAn on
Southern Life and fhought. Publiehed in the Circular
of Information. Hos 2, pe 150-175,

146+ Ses Cirocular of Informstion. ﬁa;a, Ps 122~134,
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that the reform:s weraﬁb?OQght from Virginia to Horverd
beorune of the interest teken by Tiecknor in his visit to
Charlottaville and his interested corrosiondence with
Jeffexrson. Yowever, Ticknor speaks of hig reforms at
Herverd as. of his own craatién,

ds Sommery.

We have tried to show the reforms that Jefferson
brought about in his Alme Mater, the College of William
and Hary, which was undor the control of the Esteblished
Church founded primariiy for the eduostion of the clergy.
Being unsuccessful in his attempt to mrke Willlem end Mary
into & frce and secular university, be sought to work out
a com;lete plan of siucation that would include all from
the"highest to the lowest” withiState university forming
the aspex of the sgstam; While Jeffernon was unsuccessful “
in getting edopted his plan of universrl ednceti. n whereby
each community would tax themﬁolvea &n& be rasponaiblo
for the edunpation of all their youth he was sSucoeessful
in his »lan of higher eiucation. In tracing Jefferaon's
work both in his attamptagto estatlish institutions of
elementary and higher educotion, we hrve tried to showﬁ
for the mcst part, in the W0rds of Jefferson himself,
how he finally became nvt onlv the actual fuundqr but

the father of the Un&veyaity of Virginia,

@
i
r\:

L0 .
e R -
-~
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PART IV
JEPFERSON'S IDEAS AND INFLUENCES
X1. INPLUENCES APFECTING IDEAS.
a. Eurgpean Influences.

It seems advantageous here to attempt to show
the sources of the influences that were brought to
bear on Jefferson which helped to shape his work.

He seemed to enjoy a rare combination of academio
training, philosophical anlture. wide obsemmation,

in both domestic and foreigh travel, and an extensive
correaponience with many of the leading scholars of
his time. It appears that he had great ability in
getting the best that existed in education and adapting
it to the needs of his country. It 18, therefore,
interesting tc point out epome of the important men

and movements that seemed to have bad an influence

on Jefferson's educational efforts.

buring the latter part of ths eightesnth century,
a remarkable attempt was made to establish an insti-
tution of higher learning on a grand acale in this
country. It grew out of the French Alliance with
the United States, and was an attempt to establieh
a french Academy of the arte and sciences at kichmond,
the capitol of Virgihia. The inetitution wae to be

of national and international oharaotqr. with branch



offices in Baltlimore, rhiladelpkia, and lew York,
and be affiliated with royal socities in Londonm,
Paris, and Brussels, and with other learned bodies in
saropes. The promoter of this briliiant acheme was
Chevalier Quesnay de Besaurepaire. FThe corner stons
was lald at Richmond, Virginia, June 24, 1786, with
masonic ceremonies in the presence of a great meny
citisens. The building was completed and served as
a'"ununm?§§2§ place in the history of virginia archi-
tecture.”

Jeffarson was residing ip Faris at this time
and was mentioned by Quesnay as favorable to the plan.
Herbert Adams saye: "If circumstances had favored
wueenay's pro ject, 11':. 1§ probable that the University
:oi Virginia would never have bcqn-fbnndodycﬁ. Indeed,
vuaesnay's 1dea was similar to that afterwards cher-
ished by Jefferson himself.... The idea of distinct
sohools of art and science whioch is so prominent a
characteristic of the University of Virginia today,
is5 the enduring produsct of Jefferson's observation
¢f the schoole of Paris and of his association and
correspondence with their representative mun.£149)

It is quite evident that Jefferson wae influenced
14B. Circular of Information, No. 2. ps 30. JFor a
complete acocount of this plan see this same reference,

pages 21-30.
149. Ibid., p. 27.
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by the Buropeans in his attempts at educational reform.
He had made himeelf familiar with the leading institu-
tione of Enrope, and it {8 only natural that hs should
be influenced by what existed there. On Ooctober 15,
1785, hg;&ritas from Paris, respecting the institutions
of Gangva:aﬁﬁ Reﬁegxseéhsy are equally cheap and proba-
bly are equal in the counrss of educatiom pursued. The
advantage of Geneva ;g. that students acquire there

the habit of speakiéé‘Franah, The sdvantages of Rome
are, acquiring a looal knowledgs of & spot so classical
and so celebrated.” At this time he i= inclined to
favor Rome decauses of its general culture and the fine

arts. Six years latef h;}appcsra to have revised his
16

opinien for he writes; "With respect to the schools of -

Burope, my mind ie perfectly made up, and on full
inquiry. The best in the world is Edinburgh. Latter-
1y too, the spirit of republicanism has become that
of the students in general, and of the younger pro-
fessors; sc on that account alse 1t is eligible for
an American., On the Continent of Europe, no place

is comparable to Geneva.” He points out that the
sciences there are more modernised than elsewhere,

and that the “"spirit of Republicanism” is favorable.

150. Jefferson's writings, Vol. V, p. 185.
151. Jefferson's Writings, Vol. VIII, p. 274-275.
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In many of his writinge he refers to Edinburgh and
Genova as the "two eyes of Europe.” Jefferson
seemed to be greatly plessed with the Geneévan fac-
ulty, for he endeavors “to translate the academy of
Geneva in s hody to this eauntxygi155)

Most writers agree thét there exipted a definite
Prench influence on the development of education
in Amerieca, but it is an influence that secme dif-
ficult to estimate. “The ¥rench influence,* Slosson
uagifiiyrtviftta?fur abauifhalf’a century, but aoﬁ
complished very little axﬁ;pt to start the Universi-
ties of Virginia, New York, and sichigan.® when
the break came with ingland and we formed an alliance
with France, it seems likely that there existed a
a more favorable attitude for at least s demooratic-
Republioan interest in French educationsl institutions.
"With the treaty of 1778," Paul Monroe naya{lgglgins
a period in which we might reasonadly look for a
definite and specific #rench influence., Spiritual
influence is of necessity subtile, intangibdle,
diffieult to determine.” Regarding the educational
influence and labors of Thomas Jefferson in Virginia
he says, "but & definite appliocation of ’rench ideas
may be noted ag demonstrable or probadle," After
iéé:'é;;.5;&;‘§éf3§'iﬂi;‘;;é§§:"..'.‘.‘."..""."’.

1b4. The -merican Spirit in Eduoation, ¥y. 172.
156. knoyolopedia of Education, Veol. III, p. 708-~710.
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mentioning Jeffer _son's "bill for the genseral dif-
fuaion of knowledge,” he comiinues, "The whole scheme
is strikingly similar in sssentisl principles to

those mappsd out by Rellamd inm 1768~1783, by 7Tally-
rand in 1791& and by Condorcet in 1792. It is,
indeed, decidedly more amalogous to the French plans
than was the University of the State of Jew York.
Tallyrands sysiem, for instance,-~ l'eceié Cantonal,
Lecole 4' arrondisement, les ¢ coles specioles (pro-
fesnional) and 1'i{nstitute natiomale, ~-is practically
an exzct version in ¥rench of Jefferson's scheme

in 1779 or the revised scheme sugpested in his letters
of September, 1814, to Peter Carr. The amalogy is o
close, the plan so forelgh ito anything hitherto planned
in America or England, and Jefferson's Prench pro-
clivities 80 clesr, that a definitely #rench influ-
ence may be inferred with practical certainty.” Re-
garding the reforms brought about in the college of
7illism and lary, MHonroe says: "Thelr source may be
gseen at a glance at any one of the many proposals for
university reform made in #rance, from Rolland to
Hapolaon." After speaking of higher education respec-
ting the colleges of William and Mary and the Univer-
sity of Virginia, he Bays that Albemarle Academy,
"became Central College-- & name borrowed from the

familiar E'cole Centrale of France.... In the new
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University were embodied the ripest fruits of Jef-
ferson's observations apd experience in Europs. In
its aim of making worthy citiszens, ite reliance on
state support, its freedom from church influence,

its subordination of the clascies to the modern
lsnguages, and the politiocal sciences, it reflectsd
the whole current of French educational theory and
practice. Its divieied into schools rather than into
the eancient four fh&uities {arts, theclogy, law,
medicine) had beeri slearly outlined im Diderct's

plan d'un Univereite' (1776) and in“bnpcnf de Nemours'
work Sur 1' Education nationale dans les Etats~ Unis
(1800)*

It 18 1likely that some of Jefferson's ideas were
influenced by German Universities. The immediate
governing board of the University of Virginia under
the hoard of visitors is composed of the Faculty ae
a whole, each of whom i at the head of a separate
echool. The faculty is presided over by a chairman
appcinted annually by the board of visitors. This
was "a pet idea of Jefferson's derived, perhape, from

the annual election of a rector magnificus in the Ger-

man Universities.” The elective sycstem seems also
to have had an influence. "Another principle of
German Univereity orgasfizcation wae introduced inte

this country at the inception of the University of



94

Virginia, sixty yeare ago, thaflég? Freiheit d3$
Lernens ( freedom of learming).”
b. Other Influnences.

In addition to the ideas and influences that

Jaffgraan.may have gathered from the old world, he

must have been sided also by his associstions and ex~
tensive corrsspondence with the learnsd men of hie
nwﬁhconnt:y; The man whe probably dih more to put
Jeffereon's ideas into practice than any other was
Jossph C. Cabell. Many of Jefferson's ideas as used

in this paper have bheen taken from the correspondence
of Jefferson at Monticello to his friend Cabell in

the Virginia Legislature. Cabell had.baondeannatad in
Burope, and it was bscsuse of this that Jefferson be~
came interested in him. In 1809 he became a member

of the House of Delegates, and two years later he

wag eleoted to the State Senate, where he remained
until the year 1829. He was,"the most efficient cham-
pion of Jefferson's three great ideas,-- loscal govern-
ment, populsr educstion, and a State university. It is
the simple truth to say that, without Joseph Carrington
Cabell's persistent labors in the lLegislature, his self-
ssorifice and indomitahle courage, his wonderful polit~
ical tact and unfailing diplomasy, Jefferson's university
156. Garnett, J. k. The Bleotive System in the univer-~

ity of virginia, rublished in the Circular of Infor-
mtiﬁﬂ, Ha@ 2e Po 191,332.
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ideal would never have boen realized, st least in his
lifetime. It was onoce publioly etated in the Virginias
Senate, im 1828, that in promoting ‘that monument of

wia&an't;t?asg?ivnraity, Cabell wae second only to
AL
Jeffewson.”

Jefferson somght the idems of many of the leading

socholars of his tmh é!’x s letter, August 25, 1814,
to Dr. Thomas Cooper, whom Jofferson selected as his(159}
first profsssor of matural ecience ani law, he writes:

"But what are the soiencse useful to us,

. and a% this day thought areful to anybody?

A glance over Bacon's Arxbor Sai

show the foundation for thie question and

how many of khis rauifiastiona of solence

are now lopped off as mugetor¥y. To be pre-

pared for this new eetablishment, I have

taxna some painz to aaaertgin thaso brenchsse

It aan ha e&qn that the educaticnal reforms attempted
and ofteet;a by Jut!bt@bn were not all original or ex-
perimental in their nature., He seems to have had the
ability to select the best that existed in Europe and
adapt it to the needs of his country. In addition to
soliciting sugzestions from his colleagues Jefferson
received material help from them. There were many
minor forces and subordinate characters that entered
into the accomplishment of 86 great a task.

157."Ciroular of Informatiom, #0s 2. p. 54u
1568. See footnote on page 45,0! this study.
169. Jeffermson's sritingse, Vol. i1V, p. 173.
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XI1I. ON THE AMERICAN IDEALS OF EDUCATION. ~

The chief objective of ocducation ascording to * //
Jefferson was to fit a man for citizenship. Alluding t%*{’
s certain provieion of hiad bill of 1817, he aaié£160) |
"what is proposed here is to remove the objection of
expense, by offering education gratis, and to strengthen L
parental excitement by the disfranchisement of his ohild |
while uneduncated, Society has certainly a right to
disavow him whom 1t orfbrs‘and iz not permitted to qual-~
ify for the duties of & citizen. If we 80 not forse
instmection lot us at least sirengthen the motive to
receive 1t when offered.”

In thie same bill Jefferson provided that women
who could not read eshould not be recognized asz citi-
zans of Virginia. In the closing words of section six
he emphasizes the need of sducation for ocitisenship
ag followe: "And it is deelared and enacted that no
person unborn or under the age of twenty years at the
paesing of this aot, and who is gompoe mentis, shall,
after the age of fifteen years, be a oitizen of thie
commonwealth until he or she can read readlly in some
tongue, native or ucquired.alel)

And again, Jefferson ascerte hie attitude on the
160. Henderson. Thomas Jefferson's Views on Public

Bducation,{1890. p. 344~345.
161. Jeffarson's writinge, Vol. XVII, ps 424.
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educational requirements of citizenship in a letterx

dated(&gt%l 24, 1816, to luvont De Nemours when he
162
wrote:

"In the Comstitution of Spein, as propoped
by the late Cortes, thers wag s primeciple en~
tirely new to mes, and not noticed in yours,
that no persom, born aftey thati day, should
aver saguire the rights of citizenebip until
bs could resd snd write. 1% i3 impossible
suffiociently to estimate the wisdom of this

Qfﬁ?iﬁiﬁﬂrutn Bolighten the le general
s tyrzaoy asd o seion o¥ % a §§i &iﬁ%
® Lgh 1ike & epirits at %Ee dawh.

¥ day. hat | have neard of the
1g rance an& bigo of the mags be trus,
1 doubt their capaay to upderstand and to
smypport a fres governmenti; and fesr that
their emancipation from the foreign tyrswny
of Spain, will result in a militery despo-~
tism at home. Palaoclos may be great; others
may be great; but it is the mnltitude which

§g::tﬁ§tleorna. and wisdom must yield to
.

It seems well to notice here that vafferscon's edu-

sational 1deas corresponded with hise politig;é ?da&a.
3
In a long letter to Cabell in 1816, he says:

"Let the natiomal government be entrusted
with the defense of the nation, amd ite Toreign
and federal relations; the State government with
the eivil rights, laws, police and sdminiptration
of what concerns the bdtate generally: the coun-
tie2 with the local concerrs of the counties,
and each ward direct the interests within it~
self. It 18 by dividing nnd euddividing these
republice from the great national one dowa through
all ite gubordinstiong, until it ende in the ad~
ministration of every man's farm by himself;
by pleeing under every oze whet his own eye may
eapsrintend, that all will be done for the bhest.™

162. Jefferson's writings, Vvol. XIV, p. 491-492.
163. Ibid.., Pe 421, ;
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fhe whole ilnﬁ of Jefferson‘e aduaaftenai~i&eaa

geome to have been 1o improve the material cordition

of the people. #ith a statesmen's eye he observed the

conditions of the people in Eurcope. In the following
letter of Aungpst 12, 1786, o George #yths, his old

law praf@asex and olose friend in filliam and axary
30110@&. he sats forth the uunderliying motives &£ hidc

(164)

plan for education:

164.

"I think by far the mest important bdill in
our whole ocode, is that for the diffasion of
knowiadga among the peoples HNo other sure
foundation s=n be devised, for the preservation
of freedom and happinese. If arybody thinks
that kings, nobles, or priests are good con~
servators of the public happiness, eend him
here. It is the best school in the universe to
oure him of that folly. He will see herse, with
his own eyee, that theose demeriptione of men
are an sbandoned confederacy against the happi~
ness of the mass of the people. The omnipotence
of thelr seflfect cannot be better proved, than
in thie country particularly, where, notwith-
standing the finest soil upon earth, the finest
climate under heaven, and a peeple of the most
benevolent, the most gay and amiable character
of which tha buman form is sueceptible; whers
suoh & people, 1 say, surrounded by so many
blassings from natnre, are lopded with misery,
by kingn, noblaa, and prieats. and byttgem alone.

= 3 Ty me
' people alone cun protect usg agninat thoae
evlla. and that the tax which will de paid for
this purpose, is not more than the thousandth
part of what will be paid to kings, priests
and nobles, who will rise up among us if we
leave the people in ignorance.”

Jofferzon'e Writings, Vol. V, p. 396~397%.
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Aind again, to Jamee Madison he writee i
"Above all thinge I hope the edua&tiun nf the
common peocple will: be attended to; oconvinced
that on their good cense we may rely with the
most aanuritr for the preservation of a degree
of liberty."
Jefferson valued primary edncation asas means
of bettering the matsrial condition of the people
to a greater sxisnt than he valued highesr education.
"Were it neceseary, he says, “to give np
either the Primsries, or the University,
would rather sbanden the last, becauss it
is safsr 1o have a whole peep&e Yaspsatahly
snlightened, than a few in a high state of
- soisnce, and msny in ignorance. This last is
the moet dangerocus stste in which a nation
oan be. The natione and govermments ¢f
Europe are so many proofa of it." (166}
It was the policy of Jefferson %o see that not
only all the white people were educated, but he alse
advocated the educating of the Indian. In an addrese
which he mede May‘é }808 to some chiefs of the
167
Cherokees he seid: ¥y children, I shall rejoice to see
the day when the red-men, our nelghbors, become truly
our people with us, enjoying all the righte and priv-
aleges we dod' In an sddress made as far baek as 1781,
t0 an Indian, he eaid: "You ask us to send you school~
mesters to educate your sone and the sone of your
poople. Xe desire above all thinge, drother, to in~
struct you in whatever we know ourselves.... a8 soon
165. Forman. Thomas Jefferson, His Life and wWritings. p. 198,
166. %1lliame. Thomas Jefferson. p. 281.

167. Henderson. Jefferson's Views on Publiec hduocation,
DPe 369=370.
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a8 there ig peace we shall be able to esend you the best .
of sohool masters."

In his belief in the iiverty of the people,
Jefferson was decldedly opposed to the institution of
glavery. 1In his original draft o the veclaration of
Indspondence, his views are set forth as evidenily meant
to be the most foreful part of the beclarationm. 'The

only words that w&g;sgﬁdqxwaarad ja the whola doocument
were the following:

‘ "He hae waged oruel war against humen nature
Ateelf, violating its moat sacred rights of

1ife and libexty in the persons of a distant
people who never offended him, captivating and
carrying them into slavery in another hemiaphere,
er to inoury miseradle doath in their iranspor~
tation thither. Thie piratical warfare, the
opprobrium of INFIDEL powers, is the warfare of
the Chyristian Kimg of Great uritain. Jletermined
to keep open a market where MEN should be bought
apd s0ld, he has prostituted his negative for
euypreseing every legislative attenpt {0 pro=
hiblt or to restirain this execrable commerce."(169)

In ?Lao?otcs on Virginia he writes in regard to
17
slavery:

"And can the liberties of s nation be thought
cecure when we have removed *thelr only firm basis,
a conviciion in the minde of the people ihat
theme libertiecs are of the gift of God? That
they are not to be vioclated but witlh His wrath?
Indeed I tremble for my country when I reflect
that God ie Just; that his juetice cammot sleep
foreveri.... 7o pust be contented to Lope that
they will foroe their way into every one's mind.
I think a change already perceptible, since the
origin of the present revolution. The spirit
168. Jefferson's writings.( sav=simile of rough daraft) p.
Vel. I p. 28,
169. Thie paragraph was struck oul because it displeased
some members from the South.
170. Jeffersen's writings, Vol. II, pe. 227-228.
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of the master 18 abating, that of the slave
rising from the dust, hls condition molljfying,
the way I hops pxaparing. under the suspioces of
heaven, for a total emancipation, and that this
ia disposed, in the order of evants, to be with
the consent of the masteras, rather than by their

axtirpation.®
S4ince it 1s clear that Jefferson opposed the institu-~

tion of slavery, it might be interesting to notice in the

following letter dated at Paris, June 7, 1??§ Ya General
71

Chastellux his finsl plan for 8 reforamtion:

"It 1i# possible, that in my own country,
these strictures might produce,sn irritation,
which would indiepose ¢ ?ﬁﬁplﬁ toward the twe
great objecte I have in view; that is, the
emancipation of thelr alawas,.and the ssttle~
ment of thalr consiitution on & firmer and morse
permanant besia. If I learn from thence, that
they will not produce that effect, I have
printed and reserved just ocoples onaugh to he
able to give to evexry young men at college.

It is %o them I ;acx to the rinin..,eneration

It seems %0 have been Jefferson's aim to improve
the waterial canditions of the people in every way he

c¢ould. In n letter to John Wyche, iay 19, 1809, he \
\

he advocates the establishment of cirenlating libraries '\
as 2 means of improvement, and offers advice concerning
the kind of books naedodil?ﬂ) S
"I have often thought that nothing wonld do %3\
more extensive gocd at small expense than / &»

the establishment of a small circulating
library in every county, to consist of 2 few
well=-chosen dbooks, to be lent to the peo-
ple of the oauntry, under such regulations , N
. as would secure their safe return in due "
tine. These wovld be such ag world give

171. Jefferson's Viritings, Vol. V, p., 3~4.

172, Similar intentions wers expressed in 1et;srs to A
Madison and Monroe, h
1?3. Jeiﬁexsan'a Writ&nga Vol. XII, p. 282-283. I 5
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them a general view of their history, and

a particular view of that of their own
country, a tolerable knowledge of Geography,
and slements of Natural Fhilosophy, of
Agricaiture and Mechanica, Should your
example lead to this, it will do great good."™

The private library of Jefferson consisted of nearly
ten thousand volumes. About seven thousand of these

were purchassd by congresa ?n& §armaﬁ‘tha nucleus for
{174)
a new congregsional library. The collection of books

and the method of collecting them is interestingly

deacribed by Jefferaon i?l?ﬁ%ﬁttgr dated September 21,
1814, to gamuel) H. Smith:

"You know my oollection its condition and
extent. I have been £ifty years making it,
snd have gpared no pains, copportunity or
sxpenss, to make it what it is. While residing
in ?a?iﬂ; I devoted every afterncon I was dls~
engaged, for a summer or iwo, inexamingng all
the pringipal book-stores, turning over every
book with my own hand, and putting by everything
that related to Amarina, and indeed everything
that was rare and valuable in every science.
Besides this I had standing orders during the
whole time I was in Burope, on its principal
book-merte, partionlarly Amataxﬂaa. Frankfort,
Madrid and London,for such works relating to
Amesxioa as conld not be found in Paris. BSo
that in that department partioularly, such a
collection was mede as probably can never
again be effected, because it is hardly
probable that the same opportunities, the
game time, industry, perseversnce and
expense, with some knowledge of the
bibliography of the subject, would again
happen to be in conourrence. During the
same period, and after my return to America,

I was led to procure, also, whatever related
to the duties of those in the high concerns
of the nation. So that the collection,

174. Henderson., Jefferson's Views on Public Education,
Pe 337,
176. Jeffarscn‘s Writings, Vel. XIV, p. 191-192.
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which I suppose is of between nine and ten
thousand volumes, while it includes what is
chiefly valuable in sclence and literature
geneyally, extends more particunlarly to
whateveY belongs to ths Americsn statesman.
In the diplomatic and pariiamentary bramches,
it 1s partionlarly full. It is long sbnes

I have been sensible it ought not to continue
private property, ani had provided that gt
my death, Congress ghould have ths refusal

of it at thelr own price. But the loss thsy !*
have now inourred, makes the presgnt the
proper moment for thelr scoomodation, without
regard to the small remnant of time and the
barren use of my enjoyink it."

It appesred to be Jefferaon's ideal) for America to

remain an agriocultural country. He belleved that s

solentific atuldy of agrionlture was needsed and that it

should be made one of the subjeots in the curriculum

of the school !or tha a&uoation of the oommon poopla.(
17
Writ;ag'to Bavia Wiliiﬂmug Novnmbax i4, 1803' he says:

176.

"The class principally defectiveis that of
agricultore. It is the first in uhtlity, and
ought to be the first in rcsgoct. The same
artificial means whioh have been used to pro-
duce a competition in learning, may be equal-
1y sucoeasful in restoring agriculture to its
primary dignity in the eyes of man. It is
2 science of the first order. It counts
among its handmaids the most respectable
sclences, such as Chemistry, Natural Phil-
osophy, Mechanics, Mathematios generally,
Eatural History, Botany. In every Gollege
and University, & professorship of agriculture,
and the clsss of its students, might be
honored a8 the firet. Young men olosing
their aondemical education with this, as the
orown of all other sclences, fascinated with
its solid cherms, and at a time when they

Ibidt, Vol. I, Pe 425-430,

-~

Q

}
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are to choose an ogcupation, instead of orowding
the other classes, would return to the farms
of their fathers, their own, or those of others,
replenish and invigorate s calling, anow lan-
guishing under contempt and oppression."{177)

About the time Jeffsrson was president of the
MUnitﬂ& Stamaﬁ, ﬁgﬁﬁﬂtr&a Kambﬁrs,%isitad America,

At Jeiﬁaxa&n'syéyenial xéqngét Dupont wrote and pub-
lished a treatlise on National education in the United
States. In the preface to his work he states that he
prepared the work “a ls demande de M. Jefferson, alors
vice~president, st depuie presidsent dss Etats-Unis &'

Amerique; il 8 eu le suffrage d?lag’grand maglatrate et
{17
de son respectable sucocesseur.™ 4nd in the cloaing

lines of his volume he again alludes to Jefferson
in 8 very complimentaxy manner and states that he had

requested zm? tc)urits the volume. "This book,”
179,
Hendozmm)says, "exerted Bn fmportant influence in
180
France where its recommeniations were partially adopted.”

"Dupont enlarged,” he continues, "with eloquence upon

2 B BB S O ANDPD R OIEI BN NO LB RPN RBEN PSSP IRERSE NN CR
177, Jeffexrson mads many contributions to the develop-~
ment of agrioulture pringipally in the way of the adoption
of plants, inventions of implements eto. For a complete
aagcount of Jeffermon &s & man of acience, see Jefferson's
'ritmg“, Vol, XIX, Pe 11i-x,

178, Cirenlsr of Informetion, No. 2, p. 49-50,

179. Henderson. Jefferson's Views on Education, p. 30.
180. Henderson says in another cspacity with respect to
the influence of Jefferson's ideas on the Prench: "It

is interesting to observe thaet the memorable Gonaf{itu-
tion which Lafayette and his colleagues helped to give
Franoce contained provisiens for publie education which

80 much resembled Jefferson’'s bill for the diffusion

of knowledge in Virginia, that one may naturally infer
that that part of the Constitution for the Prench Re~
public was uuggwstnd by the Virginia statesman. (For

the Prench influence upon Jefferson see page ¢4 of

this ﬁtﬂug . ' k
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some of the prineciples which Jefferson had himself
brought forward in the assembly in Virginia in 1778."
‘he book advooated the establishment of a secretary

of education in the presédents cabinet. Herbert Adams
says, "The influence exerted by Dupont de Nemours must
be regarded as one that strengthened and confiimed ideas

already in Jefferscn‘s‘miﬂ?. The thought of state edBos-
181
tion wze in the air.”

In two annuel messages to Congress, Jefferson made

suggentions respecting cortain educstionsl aiva?tag?as
, TIN 188
In his sixth annurl mecssage to Congress he says:

"Bducation is hsre placed among the articles
of Pudlic care, not that 1t would be proposed -
to tskes its ordipary-branches out of the hands
of prirvate enterprise, which marages 30 much
better nll the concerrns to which it is equesel;
but 8 public institation can alons supply those
scliences whioh, though rarely called for, are
yet necessary to complete the circle, all the
parts of which contribute to the imyurovement
of the country, ani some of theaw to its rreser-
v&ti Oleses "

"4he present considera‘ion of s nitional
eatablishment Ior esducation, particularly, is
rsndersd propor by thias circumstance also, that
if congress, spproving the proposition, shall
yet think it more oligible to found it on a
donation of lanis, thoy have it now in their
power %o endow it with those which will be among
the earliest to produce the necessary income."

In Jefferson's last annual messag: to Congress after
reconmending s Hatioc:al University in the city of Vashington,

181. Circular of Information, No. 2, pe &1,
18Z. Messages and papers of the PFresidents. p. 4095,
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he added:.: "A primary sbﬂeﬁt of suoch & national

institution should be, the Bduostion of our youth in
the #8cience of government, JXn.a republic, whst speciss

ai;xnowledga oan be equally %mportant and what:duty

. more pxasaiag on its legislature than to p&tronize 8

Affplan fnx aommunioa&iag to it those who sre to ha thu fu*‘

) tura gﬁar&ian& of the 1tberties. of the. ﬁaantryﬁtu

. ¢ 1e interesting to mots what Jgtfareon aid when

| ha waa president of the United &tataa towarﬁ the canse of
public education in the way of ranaaying natinna; z2id.

With the‘adﬁiaa;cn?ﬁfuﬁhis»;n‘laoﬁfonr lend grant poliocy
.rgaii; beging, Ampxece&eni &aa established t&atlwés follow-
ed in ihe ndmission of subsequent states. In 1803 Jefferson
gigned a blll by which pabllg land was set agézt for a |
university to bas estab&iéﬁeﬂ in«Ohin,.ang the sixteenth
gection of:bnblic land wes given to the inhabitants of each

township‘far the support of pudlic schocls. In the same

) year gxavisiana ot tbu Ghia,aat ware extonded to the terri-

E téry “aoﬁtﬁ of the sta@a of Pennessee.” Where land wes
appropriated for a college, and every aection of land number-
ed 16 in evexy townshiyp wns conseorated to the snpport of
rublie sahoolgi184;or tre use the college of Tannessee

thirty saé%iaﬁé of 1lond were appropristed, and in honor of
Jefferson the college was mamed "Jeffersom College". On

183, Mesasages and Papers of the Presidents. p. 4I6.
184, Ene;clapa&ia of uAucationg Pe 373=374,



107

Msrch 3, 1803, section 16 in every township was re-
served within the present states of Alasbams and liissis-~
gippi " for the support of schools within the same."(185)
In 1804 Jefferson signed a bill for the Indisna Territory
thet, in addition to section sixteen for the schools,
three entire townships shonld bw reserved "for the use

of a semincry of learning.” In 1806, he signed a2 bill,
in settling s dispute with Tennessee, which se¢it apart
100,000 acres of land for two colleges and s like amount
for the use of scademies. Jefferson alsc haﬁ the honor
of signing the bil% by which the military academy of Vest
Point was founded. 18b}Withantpausing to point out all
the ways in which Jefferson when president cof the United
States helred to inaugurate & policy by which the nation-
al government hes helped:the states establish and main-
tain school systems, it may here be noticed that after
the purchagse of the v-st Lousian= Territory, Jefferson
helped to foster the cause uf e.une tion, In 1806, when
this territory was being operad up for settlement, he
gigned s 111l which reserved section sixteen of each
township for achools nnd ar entire township for "a seminary
185, Swift, ¥letcher Harper. Federal Aid to Pullie Schools.
Bureau of Rducetion Pulletin. 1982, Le. 47, p. 7.

186. Blackmar, Frank #illism. The History of Federal

and 3tate Aid to Higher Bducatlon in the United States.
Circular of Information. No. I, 1890. p. 14-9,
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{187)
of learning." ihe federal government has done

much in aiding the states to establish and maintain
gchool systems, but probably in no adminigtration did
it it do &s much, as under Jefferson's. o

The idees of Jefferson regarding the prometion
of education among 211 the pecple sre somewhat in accord
with our American ideals of today. We have seer that
he suggested the compulsory troining of all children
for citizenship, as well as the educating of the 4merican
Indiesr. HLe was opposed to the imstitution of &lavery
and looked to the colleres to effect its reform. He
offered his private library to Congress and it formed
the nucleus of & new Congreassional Library. A nmational
university would have been acteptable to him, although
his desire for national aid was not as pronounced as.
hia desire forestate aid. 4s president of the United
States, he sisned many bills in which the government
of the United 3tates gave millions of scres of land in
the support of education. His efforts in the encourage-
ment of agriculture among the people hsve been extended
through the granting by the Federal government of many

acres of land to our colleges cf agriculture.

187. Ibia., 45.
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PART V
SUMMARY

The early odnegtianal growth in the colomy of
Virginia owes its origin to thes influence of the
English. The colony in Virginia was founded and
aottiea by the Englisk under the crown and the Eng-
1ish lawg were put &iroctxy into force. Due to cer-
tain soolal and economic shanges there was oreated
in England at the time of the settlements in Americs
a large dependent class of people who were aided thru
apprenticeshiy and poor laws. The appfégtlcing of
the children of the poor, and the roqniftmant that
they be taught the siements of religion, had become
fixed English practicez, and in the seventeenth cen-
tury this idea IQa carried to the American Colonies
and firmly established there. The Latin~Grammar schools
were supported and controlled largely by the church
with the primary obJlect of training the clergy. The
fdea regarding schools was carried to the Anglo-Saxon
Colonies in America.

Imring the seventeenth century and most of the
eighteenth, legislation in Virginia was in effeot
compulsory apprenticeship of the poor. This type of
education merely provided for the rudiments of

learning and preparation for a trade. Many free
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schools, where many ohildren received an slementary
training, were established thru the philanthropic
effort of some men in the colony. The authority of
these schools was vested in a combination of church
and state; the state appointed the trustees for the
endowed mchools and in many instances supplied the
teachers. The oommunity snd family schools wers
independent of both church and state.

fha ‘early aﬂncatiannl uetivitita in virginia had
| littla syutum or order. Bduaatian was not considered
as the buay of the state, aud the churech gave very
1ittle attentlon to 1t. With the plantation type of
settlement, the intreduotion of "indentured white
gervante,"” and later negro slaves, the development of
olagses, 1t was almost 1mpa;etblo to establish a2 system of
common schools. Such were the educatisnal conditions
in Virginia in 1776, when Thomas Jefferson was elected
to the House of Burgescees, where he became a member of
a ocommittee to reviee the laws of the $ommonwealth.

It was while a member of this committee that Jefferson
began hie attempts &t educational reform.

One of Jefferson's earliest educational reforms
in Virginia was effected in 1779, when he was elected
rector of hie 0ld alma mater, William and Mary College.
This was an establishemnt purely of the church of
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England and "one of its fundamental eh;sats was de-
clared to be to raise up ministers for that church.”
' Jefferson changed the organizatien of that institu-
tion by abolishing the grammar school and two profes-
sorships of divinity and orieantal lanmguages, and
substituting a professorship of law anrd police, one
of anatomy, medioine, and chemistry, and one of
modern langusges. To the duties of the moral profas-
sor were added thes law of nature and notions and the
fine arts; and to the professer of mathematice and
natursl philosephy, was added matural history. fThese
reforms represent the first current of modern ideas
which began im 1779 at wWilliamwsburg, to fiow into
Ameriocan academioc life. These innovations brought
about thru the influence of Jefferson were for the
purpose of making the College of willium and Mary

the apex for his plan of Universal education.

The bill for the gemsral diffusiom of knowledge
which was drawn up by Jefferson in 1779, provided:
first, for the ereotion of primary schools, im which
the children of all eclasses were to be taught the
rudiments of education, and of colleges im which all
higher grades were to be open to older pupils; second,
for the establisliment of a university in the broadest
gsense of the word; and third, for the collectiion of a



112

great library, to be used by students and readers of
&1l ages. The practioal clauses of the bill provided
for the division of the county into hundreds, with
the establishment of an elementary school in each,
where the students were o be taught reading, writing,
and arithmetic for threse years free of charge. Next
the state was to be 8ivided into groups of counties
with a view of estadlighing colleges of secondary
edusation. A State University was to be founded

to form the apex of the system. Every elementary .
school of eaoch group of counties was to have the right
to snter its most promising siudent innunlly into

the college of that zroup free. Finally, one of
superior talents was %o be selected from each of the
adlleges and sent gratis to the state Umiversity for
three years of further study in the highest branches
of learning. "The ultimate result of the whole scheme
of sducation would be the teaching of all the children
of the State reading, writing, and common arithmetic;
turning out ten others amnually, of still superior
parts who, to those branches of learning, shall have
added such of the sciences as their genius shall have
led them to; the furnishing to the wealthier part of
the people convenlent schools at which their children
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may be educated at their own expense." This plan
created a great deal of interest but was not acted
upon by the Virginia Legislaturs for nearly twenty
years.

In 1796 an act was passed which embodied the
first part of Jefferson’s plan of 1779. %his sct
failed of practical valuse because it was smended to
leave the initiatien of schools for the pecyle to
the majority of the acting justices in eash county.
These county magistrates were woalthy country gentle-
men and were muot willing to tax themselves for the
puprort of the common schools.

Jefferson retired from publie 1life in 1809
and gave more of his attention to the fostering of
education. Im 1818 he founded the University of
Virginia and became its first rector. He drew the
Plans for the dbuildings, which form an "academic
village,"” and supervised their oonetruction. The
funds for the Univereity were supplied from the
Literary Pund which was creatsd in 1810, and thru
appropriations from time to time by the Virginia
Legislature. Ths faculty was selested by Jefferson
from some of the best men of learning in both the
014 dorld and America. In a report Jefferson gave
a complete plan for the organization and govermment

of the University. It wae thru his untiring effortis
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during the years 1809 to 1826 that the University
wag finally openmed for instruotion.
The Univereity of Virginis has undoubtedly

exerted an important anmd far-reaching influence on

the development and parpsiuation of higher education
throughout the United States, bnt far mors espsoially
in the South. Some of the more impertant features

of the University that Jafferspg estahlished or csused
to be established may be summarised as follows: |

nggiaiiyhusia was placed on the knowledge and train-
1ng“§f the fasulty. The guiding thought seemed to be,
"Is he the most highly qualified?” Jefferson held that
a ma;*-aa not properly qualified who was mervely highly}
trained in ome field,~- he must have that broader
oﬁnc;ttaa'that‘wbnlé-onsblo him to converse imtelligent-
1y on all subjeets. The high qualificcilons of the
professors wers to give to the 1nat1tu§xaa “splendor
and pre-eminemse over all esister seminaries.”
The bniidiﬁgslvere modeled after the §ld World

arohitecture, and were of different styles to illustrate
the styles of the agesd. Each professor had a separ-

ate house centaining his lecture room with other rooms

for accomodations acoording to his needs. The agohi-

testure was to be superior, in order to attraci the

best professers to the institution.
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3e An even balanse was held betweon all sects and
religions. There was no professor of Divinity
created, as this field was left to the professer of
$hice. "We have thought it proper at this peint
to leave any secis provide as they think fittest
the means of farther instrvotion in their own par-
tionlar tennts; The Baclesiastical opposition
direoted against tha Eon-gectarian Unzvsraity shows
a great idea 1n.nn&trn sducation.

4 The uurrian:umfsf the University gave a prominent
.piacc to tha sclences, which Jeffercon, even at this
”early date, deemed of Véry great significance. He
emphasised the importance of agriculture aes a soience
of the first order. The school of law,(at william
and lary College), propossd by Jefferson was, ascording
to Bruce, the firet collegiate school of ite kind to
be founded in the United States: so alse was the
pﬁotbnoorahiy of modern languages tis sarliest of
the kind to be establiched of an incorperated seat
of learning within the same area of the ocontinent.
Hen wore 10 be trained ae able aounsellors to admin-
ister the affairs of our country in all its depart-
mente. Jeffersom hoped, too, for the development of
a new philosophy free from the "theological sand
metaphyeical postulates of the old and leading toward

a democratic instead of a monarohial ideal of sooiety."™
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We may discern an approach toward this in the prag-
matism of William James and John Dewey.

Student self-government accorded with the thsory
which Jefferson advocated for the state-- that the
bast govermment is the least government. He wished
to do away with corporal punishment, espionage and
nseless observances which merely multiply occasions
for digsatisfaction, dissbedisnce and reveli. This
theory is said to have developed a fine morale, and
a manly tone of self-relisnce has beocn successfully
maintained. It has estadlished a frank and kindly
spirit of ceoperation hetween master and pupil.

The slective sysiem appears to have been estab-
lished here, the first in America. Jefferson sayse
that he is opposed to the practice followed at Harvard
of "holding the students all to one prescribed
oourse of study."” He says:"We shall allow them un-
controlied shoice in the lectures thay shall choose
to attend.™ This plan 18 said to have "especially
benefitted the poorer classes throughout the South;"
"nor is the beneficlal reaction upon the wealthier
classes less appareat or 1npnrt§nt;" The abolition

of the prescribed curriculum for all students has

helped to overthrow the class system.
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8.

L4

%hé immediate governing bosrd of the Uniwersity
nn&er‘tﬂe board of viaitcra ;s compoBed 0f the
facunlty a3 a wha;g;'euah member of whigh iégﬁt the
head of a'separate school. A chairman was seloctu&
annuslly by the Buard of Vigitors, who aate& Bs the
axscutive of the ﬂhiv&rsityg ?hia rwpublieaa feature
of rotation in offﬁaa a@emaé of ?raat impaxtansa to
Jafferson¢ “{An “exeamt£Ve head" wag appointed in419053.
Degreas, hanora. and titles ware nat to be confarrad
at gzaiuationg A simple certificate of graduation
was favorei. However, this praetice hasa not been iollow-&

ed by our nniv&raitias.
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