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puritap-«-ia 1ishted for Dos by oontaat with his puplls, a trip to Sthe
wast coast and a ses voyspze, and by his associantion with a group of
faverish young wouidebe writers,

In al) shis ke has sxperisnced an ssotional draine The osuns of
this anotional drain ls twofold: Don's tondency to will his cwn 0oDe
viotlion of rignt to othaps~-$0 makes othere accept his thought and
desire a8 the only rirsal, and Lie strugale to untangle Sze light strands
of velationship with bis fellows,

His contocts as a olussroom teaoher, while loes a drain of
smotlon in that there {s less srvssing of ties than in his association
with individuals, Urirgs hiz as mmoh sezss of Tutility as satisfaction
in the warnth of understendiog pupil resction,

heonuse he is axare of the enotiunal ties with others that bind
and tangla, ho attexpis o conocentrate on aingle assoclations %30 yree
vant tanglinge

Bug this effort lends bim luto foreordaiced channels,

Thers 18 sluays the ayrbol for Don by wiich he sublimates the
haval and the resl that he nay retain an ulsisute fineness,

“ ... -

Theroe is the attenpt Lo evoke roador conproiension sf a gebe
sitivoe soul Intuitively conscious, from esurly contaot with natural
foress, of an alonsnnse that mmans evaentual knowlodge of oneself as
ona's oun tine, apuss, snd god linita lone-that one S &id oF nmothing.
Tue pathologiaanl Lz inbapent fn the Lhsory us In the neture that

greatns the Lheory.
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A youth sat astride a plank based sgainst the wall and floor st one side
of a twelve-by~twelve shask and the only door st the other side of the tiny
unfurnished room, A howling wind twisted the littls structure while the
thunder broke and rolled over the knoll eorest, on which the shack stood,
with & far more personal vengeandte than heavy artillery f:ra; Lightning
plereed the black wild and wrapped the scene in lurid sheets that shone in
the room, =sn unendurable white wrath,

The boy astride the plank lay flat on his belly and gripped the rough
timber, The plank seemed a part of the doy, who was unsoncious of the delicate
balls of white fire that ocoasionally rolled down the plank from the door and
passed through his body-«through his aching groing and tortured leins - loins
that were flatted against the rough timber until wood and flesh were one by
Toree of will and bone. The boy's cheek 1&& sgaingt the plenk, slivery from
its texture. His head was turned from the bed in a corner of the room,

A girl lay on the bed, her hair spread on pillows and tumbled with her
tossing. The knees drawn up had laxed and apread. FHer eyes were closed, her
face taut in agony-~frequent groans escaping clenched teeth through lips flaecid
as 1f not of the tensed face and jawe, FHer hands besat the alr and tore at the
eoverlet alternately. The girl was fighting an elemsntal battle and wag totally
unawars of the raging elements adbout her. Enough ware raging within her,

In this fire-torn blackness no trace of a milky way was visible., But--there
too elemental passion was exercising, A soul tremblingly faltered its new-born
way down this tumbling milky torrent. Cauzsht like a streamer in a whirlwind, torn

by lightning fire and heaving like a retching stomech, the milky way presemted

diffieultiesn,



2.

Something was happening to a tiny soul, a soul setting out on its first
lap of eternity. That tiny soul was aging, Its tottering feebleness was a
combination of the new born and foroed maturity., Wisdom forced iz perverted,

Blaments mingled, Thunder, gathering its force for a grand clap on
earthly region, tore lightning tendrils through the gossamer of tiny soule-
left rents never to be mended.

A tiny born badbe welled harshly as ${ts delicate hands grasped a dnmpish
gray fog of torn soul to its body. Soul that dabe must have, Instinot sought
its preservation, The hands that grasped that ripped and tangled substance of
soul managed its mothering. Soul and dody mingled. The tiny hands became and
remained maternal,

Boy and girl--father and mother~-were not prepared to rear a child wiser

at birth through perversion than earth life c¢an make one.



BOOK ONB



CAFIT SRA BXOYQ, COTAVIINUT PITUP Sua LLOATT

AN0L B JAJTS U 308 TL,NO0ks X0 ‘00w AUV JOOP JVITH0 LW WROP SPIIS 3,490 nOL,

‘regua Jo uwd moTreYs » oyuy ATyued Fupywerd Teed peddexp yowe AT *sooyniod

Supresd jo puncs 3Jos Apsess o4y 40 ‘peeaq Surpesux Jo dwus ey ‘eeusip Jo

AU oY 03 L(ysaey puv LTewaV0y Fuvs VIR QOTUM WORJ ROPUTA UGYNSTR SUL Yywew

~8q 400p JAE(T60 B, VEIUN UROP PUTPITE 4% BOTLeTd  CPRATTEIUN {AOWTY SRM #EMU
«uevyg ‘o a0 sesujddey Jo a0l sOTTMm U0 LTTVeX sxem sfep TOOGOS-OXd

SAWFTT O FUTPUGX §,J8QIBT ST POUSEEX [TIIS OF ISIUT sIusi Sjues]

*HOJAW §,WONEE UT PUSY SIY pOTAng puw ‘pedmmanm wod . ‘FuTuioN.
wiRdug TT8) NOL PIP 4WUE 9T o June Ang, ‘Ariued pres wwmey  *jued wesq pwy
WYY YA pue ‘wpq woag ‘wiy Jo sea guqs AgPYT eWL  *aany wwa oo ey Ceuop
$,UPVY G4 SUTKIGMOS JOJ jueeIund pESITYES PUY weg Wl $8ATS eyl Jof yeuf
400 sus 47 *TOSX suA 37 I4BZEY Sum 4]  *6N0NO0X JeTuoY ou wum aoT¥ YT oL
ey O3 {ied eyl U0 XOUQ peIng of ATTNZIANg  *TRJAuey vEm e jng ‘Axe §,upYP
uog *aany ATINEX 3,UpIp Puirvpvd egl  *Howmogs e¥3 WOXS WiY Desuuluq puwy
J0%30 8,39G4%] STE JUHR 004 STOF o *H0oIINg oT3IT LTedwus S,uo oy pejrdde

exoeys wiudi £q peIeliwys PeA 0TF ejessox eyt puv pepuedn sum wog LTueppeg
*INRTL eqy Winoayy Sues .8 supuwap Of

Suyop, *uO peNTus UG *HGARA JUBIT YL OXOCIQ Liv0g ‘SupoR nnd eaw exemn,
“uty
NOGE AUIFT SuY winodqy Puwe s,vapueip oy Fuych--g,empuein o) Juiche-seeujddey
Fupuosuasun Ju a0(@ erqurseusiu we ur pextea ‘sveuyddeq Puyuosvedyn Jo moyd
MUOR0Z W Ul POXTEM NOQ 9, BRMPUNID O3 POT WYL PRCX OUg OF #4ui syy of Yyud

U3 UacP--IOIPIOR ¥ SATT~-INFIRIIE POXTEA Off °*PTO S49ed SBIUY woa uOQ

‘%



wde; poe Ywusy pewiouy puy puv ‘sariisod gwa OQ SATJ sua UK ueyy *eAsTd
BIEEE W 3, USEA 6L PYE wemmy ‘Sux  cwemu OXTT PUNOS $,upIP WUl .o¥rod
o4y Awsw soayl pus J2od JTRE QILR T Q. ‘PTWS wmmmR Wy deenl 37 uinony
& *vuyonsm sIuL JuBnowy uwog  t.dn 37 Fyp ‘Jeas ‘mouow ‘Ieacu 3,mop puy
IQ TEOU Ndup MYy O3UT YOI WG xolyy puv wede xnod wede weyy {,upnliv xowq
00 Jesst pue vk oF JIvR-pniIAlPEISP-snOd-gnyol, Aus PUY Ty eseauy
punede uwany feele anod June Ixzod H3j4 37 QUE. CPIRE PRy Cemag 0IY one
SWPNBAL  CE, BupUWID 49 POATY O *uog WEUJ JepTo exsel Oomy ¥ws pal eleuq
»*pred
oqs Lang puw fyzod STWE WITr 4T . 'PISE SEOBK 4nq ‘3aa 643 INGQE POTAIOM
ucr  TAsXONUN PUR S4UTO[ 1W WL RYPEQ GUL VO DEMOYS SUja) *Unjpumes puw
SUYT U GangBW SRS PUGY BTR  TPUV] 7Y WO frum w PuY TOJ emyl Jeguim ul
001 SWUE SU3 XSPUN Glen YOTUm *POYN-TE0O
POe eIROU SUY USEAYEq AUMTTRY POJOOI ¥ PUB JOOD OUY IPAD Jood usrod w JO7
PINL  *Ss0 oYl WO TTEA SPNOU OHI WOLS INO POJOOX DUR BSPTE SIS WO PeTINA
Fee Fujuedo egl  *YUFIT JO Axe oyl Oy-~LNw o4y o3 Hurvede ue puy yoxod
Pous L *ybsod PEYE ¥ PUB GWOGE SRIUT GION SISl CHUBUE JURI~EIOIS AL
J0 40U SIgn HAOQ SUM O SIOUA eTOY TSI QY JO gejIcmen: $AITY #,u0g
SPOOUDT 14D
*adua JUFYT 2eqiyy joue yewnd IBTS YOW

TP 1oea Lied oq #eD GIqiPaequ] w4y
YOBYR WG] PueY YOnoo eyl pevound ATjueydumiii puu ‘oeToul ul uwn: ‘trop puw
dn pedunl pwy vog PIVE eU3 INEnOJ wiwd vagy  *A0uUieos pONOSULUN UL waoD
puR dn eousd uo e SuN3 £0f JWEIT YL GXIT 00A PERRATINe R JoN  Ceom
wen wiouy ‘peus deux eq) senksaq Novq weus eumy wdes epww wummy Weum ing

*LEIIT oBn SIeUY ‘RSN J00TJ sen ATRAOT eq) vemvp 4qInoss wdug neyp

¥



PrNOR Loxeq 4ng  *qETERAS uo sPuTA0 STY ursyed snogqe Jmoy uw X0 weng
PINOO o *BuUINewos 0 pessep FaTaeP qnoqy Juresn] sleaTe SwM ey PUW exeyy
39D[ Sum of - *oWNO IIYAOIQ FIY UOYA ASEHSESI 3,UPTOOO O °USASH S UOQ

suTEEV GWUO J0AOU WOL CEOURINIIV SYUY DRsUEA

o °peTITudIp edom wol opum LTuc Buppwerd TYTARS #,uU0 L AILIX "LadIX wwoe
~-UAOp U0 SO ‘WOL ‘oWOD, ‘PETTUC UWOQ CWMOP Sa00 Of WOL XUOO Of PoyXy wiwg
‘poyoung 39F pUW POTMOIF WL *JOOX WOOIPEq ORY PUF JOOX PEGS TEOO OUY USAmY
~aq Butuedo egs Jo e3pe eyl UO peyouny Sum WO Furuiow Aexd oug Iezura Jo
Y00 oU4 Y sAup 05 Luaw pasvas pUR Leaw sUeA Woj Auonozd swa wol 3whnons
wiog *uoy pexoyY oy Luonoi® sua wdeg Uegm 4ep eup *peTITURYP LI0a wum ey
*3SV6Q S3TUM B POY oY DU XOSTQ Sum wol “yeund Ueee uITM ATTRJeToP Butsside
~-80GSURIY STY UO FUTIYIN-~PEXOQ O ‘Wl U TR WFLF ATd 04 pesawnds uog

*4usmyTesuOR 30 STA0SD ATEY ‘ADTS POTNOIS PUY STGUY €YY JOPUM 3UH Woy

*snRod-enxoY 48Y5 SASTISY 3,UDIP o
TIIAE  *peJequensx oY .'ou0? o1 sJum anoz. ‘PTa8 wawwy usym Awp euo ang
*gXem oq3 4nOQY joRzoy uog

*qoemose

FIU UT 4IuA W SABY D,04 JT ‘a1 uesus pen ‘yeo ey ‘moy JT ‘vexepuos ag

*37 US4RR UV 3T PUMOJ PUY ‘4v0 oyy WOl JT 40 ‘peusnq weey 3ef P AR

O%3 JT JOPUOK PUR UIQ OyY JO SSOUNIEY GUI 03U Axed of A0sq JusA ueyjo
®H °UIQ TU0O OUY O4UT §7 MOIQY PUR jdum 917 vo xxod qnx PIp Weg na

*TRF1IRVeQUD 90 JO UOTIULBABS 043 9340%J pooupLiqe eowys Teponds Lies
¥ BW]Y 9UNIBTIYD OPWM 3B WeUy JO Goue uy JuAYY eyy sua wyuwes 3syy ‘ooy



‘STNY GATY SPUTUY O 4,UDPTD VMUK CQUPYI 4 ,USA STYY  CLOUNIPUT SUM 3}
Moy o, ‘ATA0TRD pYws noq cdrqeidesyy gou--peuulad sfoq Syl L300 oKy
doasuw ROL 4,UPID AuN. “USYOITA 0h3 YAMOIQY WOOY 643 J4UT SWED WmMGK U
‘o $9 pehe-opia FUITeP [TT40--UTY GI0J0q XuRs LoAW] CWOOX oY JO OTPPINM
oY% WYy sesux STY UO YUUS Ueqy ‘urviv WUNIp OYI 3T10) U~~0JTHUN U3 AeS wO[
‘WY Buiouj--wIq X040 €JTuX 9 FUTPTOY [IWI-4ITUS 974 uy WUl SYY Jo emioyd w
ARS WOJ  *LEUVIPUL. ‘pexedeTus LoXvg *JUYIOUT SUO Q4w PLe-0plA Dexvas Loxeg
PUS BOQ 400D Y 4% Swee Yooux v *Burleyd pege eqy uy sdem Loyl w00k
Aed » 303 X00p Yy A0A0 PUYS Yy POUn LoXeC DUV WO MOU 41 ‘pesh wopTes swa
300D ol °*I00D WHOIPEq SUY B GENC JODOUX U SENOY SNY JO INO FUA TERWN USUM
*PURIPU] ADOQE SOTAONE DYOY WM SWIL OQY OXTT  ‘peINIMg §0@ eduyyl
“HG0IR WoIm © pav "SGITX §F1d ¢ UOdR BINTEUT EReURNOTe0U0D P

TGL TSI GIOW OEBOSq SESUYSIUH °UeI0 UEST UOC JO SN0 Fuwe auBTY ey
*popey ejpuy eqy LyTempei--ezeys
TUIAS san aanIT] o,0dng 40q ‘exunw sua gog *4,UPINOD PUB WWESHY OF DETIS
UOQ *I860TS PUU-~ZINOTO $§T PYIY PUN~-UOT IGA0 e3TuX FIq ¥ PYOY PUN-~TYVS
~337q9 7Y UT A@IR eQY WY WYY 2640 POOLS WRJ UMY pIENEZD UOQ eWIY SO
‘poqoysass puv peddiye
PIR POTIOS DUV AN Loy  *,9IUMIUSTU,. POTIU0 VENDN U} THESIP ®,U0]
OXTT Sa0a Aoyl *weYy YUNGAY 08 03 POTIS UOY Lan JNASHOTUR IeURIY 20 Xepia
oW pue Lws oyy GY SNOOX BYQ AXTY POoes sfeaTe Leql *,9%,80p, 9,vwEeR
PUnOZE $93 4 ,UPTROO WOQ *OIWO §,UPIP Aoxwey o'%,u0Q. ‘pYve el weun
sLoxag yatm Le7d o3 uny sSEm 31 SeWRITOE *uuieq
UGNPUIE AUy RMW BUTTTOY JJO $JOY APUI0AG STY UGYs MGUY J0AGH UOY SETI0NS
PIo% 0818 Oyn ‘UEwpues SUY IYINGIQ IWNS FOIAOLE EETL038 [TJIOpUOR TSy



P

Liorrw 2:id usver tc %)) liass, rever evsn to Lmegire lles. This woa 2 1ie.
Moz had told ohemt Indisons then zho had Xaoskad on the ghed doop,

Mamee held her hends Sogather quearly., 2%he amiled wiasely. "Ousss
what I have here,” Hamma camsanded. =Y don't know®, sald Daroy. Don sowld
guess only, *Copher”. HNe sugspected further Srasschery. Hesma sat on the
aoush and sprosd har knesa. She dropped her hands in the dasket of her
ayron. “GCuess®”, she commanded, The boys were dumd; then stubborn. Kamma
relented, She opened her hands, and there wes~-a tiny bunny rabbite~-a tiny
gquivering dit of furry fluff,

They hurt was gone. But Don 4idn't forget that Memaa did wrong, just
as he &idn*t forget that Pape had spanked whon he hed no cause, 3on was
storing up mlitan; The light was weaker, and cocourred lass frequently.

But it shone egain with a Dlinding strength whon Orandma had wiped a
rod tomato shiny and handed it $0 him. e hated to eat it--the beputiful
red glossy sphere~like objstct famocinated him. He walked straight esoross the
roon., Ths light was dlinding. He wantsd to Sell Grendma about it, and
followsd the oroak of her footstaps instinetively--to ’t!w head of the cellar
stalrs. The light held him and the tomato ia his outetretched hand served zs
8 bemson. Don left the light bohind him preeipitately, for the next he knew
he was landing i{u Orendma's oulstratohed apron. 3be stood suiling, at the
foot of the esllar stairs, and swung him in her apron her hands fivaly
grasped at the oorners of her so reafiily improvised swing. Don laughed and

still elutehsd his tomato. It was uo longer a beacon, He sank M teeth
into i%s sweculsnce and forgot S0 tall Orandma how the light had held Nin,

W A A A B W W SR A AR O AR W e W
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Kanme come down behind the bern in sesrch ¢f the boys. They were
playing in the mud pond that the hogs used for & waller. Don shouted
#aily, "Come have & ride, Bumma? We've got & boat.” Their mother looked
in dismay at the worm-suten hog trough, scarcely more than s rotted plank
with & two-inoh splinter of edging. “What & boatl You'll soon de in that
£1lthy mud,” she said calmly, picking hey teeth with a pin she'd taken
from her walst front.

Ko, we won's,” Ted, Don's uncle, insisted. "I'm taking care of this
boat,” end he gouged into the mud with = stiek, "Pols, bdoysi® he shouted.
Don e«nd Derey esch plisd their sticks to the slile of hog waller--as muoh
ply as the threes-foot plank footing would allow the three hoys on iss
tipsyness.

Memma looked en, s strange light in her eyes, "You'll soon de all
wuddy, and I've Just ohanged your elothes this morning.® The boys didn't
answey, GShe went around the darn to the bouse, speaking over her shoulder,
*Don't come to me when you're muddy. You can just stay that way--rensmbes”,

The fun was spoeiled for Den. When m few minutes later he and Daroy
trudged woartly %0 the house, and Ted went towards Crandmats, Msmma sat on
the kitohan doorstep gaixing at the sunset., The boys came defore der. Don's
eyes nirrored her propbesy. She said, "Don't come near me.® The boys
stocd meskly. "You can't go into the house.” Don and Dercy sat on the
dottom step below Memama %0 slowly dry in the waning sunlight. "What you
locking at?* Don esked. "The sumset,* shs replied.

Dor never forgot ths most gevers punistment his mother had aver
sdxinistersd.
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wrong, but Don had besn reading aloms, silently. He couldn's rememder
*slwaye®, Teaoher shook him roughly. Don hated him, dresded school, avd
naver forgot.

Pon worked hard. He wes far in adwernoe of bis grade whan he started,
but nobody wes satisfied. Alma $0ld the teacher, "He wants 0 play with
the girls., %o oen't 40 nothing without him always tegging.” 3he adjusted
he? noss glasses primly. He atood around at resess to evoid the rough
gemeon of ball end the bigger boys® ruthless rumning. They 4idn't mind
when their heavy shoes struck him,

One day be same iato the schovl-room at noon to got an spple from hie
Junchk pail. The tesaher was at She desk and spoke very erossly. "What do
you want?* Don nervously elutehed at his pull and rushed out through the
lobdby where Alma and other girla were playing ot daneing. They grinned
knowingly at one another., They bad hsard the teacher. Alma oried, “Fante
play with the girle, Don?*

10,

One morning when the bus stopped for Don, Alms adjusted bhey nose glasses

with sven greater attsmpted dignity than usual, "iWbat's that, Don?7" s
asked, pointing t0 a white erockery pot sitting on the 14id of the tall well
curbing that stood, somewhat like a large post, cutside the bedroom door,

"Oh, thet,” said Don. "Thad's a polar bear, I ride him to bed every
night.” The laughter that followed was sincere, sven on ilma's part. Don
folt his first w¥ay of light sinee he had started to sohocl., He was learn~
ing. This one trick svened many scores. Don falt nonchalant, He could
fesl the light--a listle.
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oxodus from the twisted dus on the sxow bank.

Kights at home in winter weathey meant stories, Masme told stories.
Fapa read storiss, and Mack, & bachelor neighbor, disoussed Pepe’s tell
yarns with lusty humer. Terror over the indes. Andes were mounteinge-
great high mountains. Don had never sesn mountains--only plains--never
ending-rolling~e~stretoles of preiris. Pralries were sven more end~of«the-
world-like now that winter kept them erusted white, XNot even duilldings
broke the whiteness. A neighbor lived in & suow-govered house that had
slanting stairs tunnslled out from the doorweys and windows, Don and
Darey, Greta and lorvig played on the roof--ran up with hose-nade sleds
to flop on thelr belliss and 4rift ewiftly, in gliding daxze of bright and
blinding white, to the lowar levels yards from the house,

But Don and Derecy were soon slodded homs, sitting fle$ with Nemma o
the straw filled wagon bostom. Fape stood in heavy fur goat bolding the
roins while the horses trotted asrcss the hard white snow, Once at home
the borses were bdedded for the night with plenty of hay in the mangers,
shomping oats and steaming contentedly in warm stalls that held sheir
warnth batter besause the snow bunked solid to the saves,

Un uights like these the northern lights often lighted the star-
glittaring dome of sky in blend of shimmering subeburgt fan ray that always
nesmed %o rise from a great hidden pot, like the pot of gold at ths end of
the reinhow. Particularly like She rainbow cclors--muted, smothered dy
eonfusing eloud blankets that only heightened the grea$ fan 4iffusion of
herd pestel winter sky. and Don felt in this light e warmth that thwarted

14,
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7.

gout was Yrying ¢o be kind,

*1 must bave slopt some for the next thing I know there was z strange
sight in the doopyard. I jumped up, sdared and still shakin' from my hurt.

*The goat had got off the bed, for he was gesing at the funny sanvagw
hobded sard that stood in froat of the door. There was an 0ld rask-o-bones
horas hitobsd to 1t with some tattered old rope. The horss stood with ons
hip down and his eyes olosed, He looked like ha'd never move sgain. The
roina ren through a hole-~s round hole in the ocanves hood, But there wasn's
anybody around,

*Then I saw the canves shake g little. I% was that old end dirsy I ex~
paated 1t to fade out--or orumble up. T thought I was dresmin' anyhow.

HBut T wesn't,

"4 man oams out of shat eart somebow. De looked just like ths horse
but he bad eanves on him liks the cert. His olothes--if you could esll
‘em clothes--made him look like the bidle pletures, but not pretty. Oh,
he looked vile sand his eyes waen't shut like the horse's. They was awful.”

*%het 414 his eyes loovk 1like? Don felt his mother's thigh tauten
egninet his stomech,

"They looked like the whay that shows through sour milk whent you dreak
the mildew, His faoe looked like mildew, but it hed & soraggle of ‘imtm
whiskers henging from it. He looked worse than eny nightmare I ever had.”

Don shuddered. He knew nightaares,

*the black goat didn’t 1ike hies 0)ld tatters and his bleery sour milk-
and-whey face, Bafore I imew what, be butted through the sereen door in
one leap end ploked that 0ld ghoast up ae he went. He just ocusted that old
thing back into the canvas-hooded cert right through the round hele in front



18,

%that the reins same out of."

*What z2bout the dorse--what did he do?" Darey wes precticsl.

"1 don't just resember about the borse, but I do know that outfit
surely hit the trail.”

*ithy oan't we have a goat?” Darey wanted %o know,

“fell about the time the big sow pig got you down and chewed your
ahoulder.™

"I'n going %0 blow out the lamp, It's bedtime.” Kumma olossd the
svening.

Thare were soary storiss Dou could tell, end Darey d4id tell them,

Bug one story was Dom's and Derey's own., They lived the story. Pesps and
Kosmma had gone 0 a sels., i sele whare you got big dun sandwiches for
lupeh, The buns cume out of big orates like the ones ohickens or pigs went
to town in. All the pecple ab She sale ate sbe buz sandwiches and drenk
soffes from beavy cups of white orookery. They 4ipped these in dollers,
1ike Kamma boiled slothes in ot wash deys--dondsys--the duys Don hated,
when the houss was all steany end emelled as if the sudsy, grimy water
woere in your lungs, and the walls ware besaded with moisture. Fepa went
around with shirt and underwear sleeves rolled up, with sweat or stesa
running off his face, and Hesma bustled and wes cross. But all the people
laughed &t & sale--they laughed, and the men smoked big oligers eand slapped
one anothey on the back. Everyone was heppy at & sale.

Pape and Nasme had gone %0 a sale, %hen Don and Daroy got howme from
school, the house was emply. The plsse was lopely--~quiet, But Don and
Darey playsd round and waited., They bad been at sales. Soon Nuwma and
Pape would be home,
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But he took 1% eslling. Don had laughed, jumped up and down, sud clapped
in glee. The older bdoys remaived passive, unamiling. Nor had they said
anything of the incident, Yet ons of the doys hed assured Don that they
would get the Seasher, After the ineldent of the gamut, this boy took Dom
to the tollst end held his face against the exoresence of the filth stained
and urise wet boards with well stacked offsl below them. “Why did you do
13?7° asked Don, manfully controlling retching atomash muscles, "I durao,™
the stupid oaf mumbled, and lumdersd off %o more play.

Yes, Don had pald to win a measure of respest from bone and brawn and

nob,

W e P W W G AR A W e R e W e

Sehool was left behind. Don had waked ons morning %o hias mother's
chserful hoarse sirginog. "¥ent %o go to Grandpa’s? she avked. *Yos,"
Don oried dsliphted, lLeave 1% all behind--{t was 100 sudden to grasp fully.

The ensuing rush left little time to consider. But when niles awey
they bosrded the train, Paps Qidn't get un. "Isn's Pape going?" Don asked
frowmingly worried., "No," Nesma said quietly. Don 41dn't say more--his
throat was toe tight. He felt tight and slome. Hs had nover left Papa be-
fore. Mamen was going too, dut she was not Pape. The Pespa with whas he
played horse, upon whose chest he junped and pounded while his father lay
stretehed on the fleor, and leughed, snd rolled with Don and lLaerey. Pape,
who would ecome in looking funny, fall flat on the floor on his belly with &
whask that nsarly split the house. Mesma would smile and say, "John, you
ought to know detter,® Then Paps would get up leughing.



CHAPPER THHEE

Grundpe was in bed, Grendpe was siok, But Grandpa ¢ould tease, and
ke would be there with his beard all grey on the bed spread and a gleas
in his eyes 8s ¢hildren played about him. 4 little girl sousin, Clers,
was there pleying. 3he was & great fuvorite with Grandpa. =0lara is
Don'a girl,” Orandpe would say, his eyes glesxing saross the grey beard.
Zxoept for the eyes, Urandps wesn't really there, Ths gray deaxd hid him,
but his volde came out of the beard, and it seid what the eyes signalled,
*Clars is Don's girl.*

Dox stormily fought that gloam, It was the worst fiendishness Don had
yet snsountersd. And you couldn't think past that deard to resomnoitre
forces., Here was scmething Don never masleyed., Here was deeply imbadded an
enduring distests for girla-~"his girl®—-ugh! So in a ¢hild mind are germs

Don had messles. Hes was eonfined to the house where the sun or snow
was rofleotted only at widows. Don d4idn't like messles. And then there
wers many children hsre always. Don wes soeustomed omly to Deroy. There
were girls-«five or six~-alwsys some girle. OCrandps liked them, They were
Dont*s eousing, but Don 4idn*t like them. Even measles wore bdotter--ed
loast Kewma had more tims for Don when thars was nmassles. Fo one slsgs had.
But when Don wus zllowed at last to go out, he'd had encugh of being apart.
He approsched Clera, whe was aleo sut in the sunshinze. Clars wap going on
nine, just as Don wes, They hed this sgeuess in ocomson, 3Jhs ran %0 &



3.

stretoh of wuneven i1oe, lumpy hare and itheres with potato peel Ivozen in the
surfece. Clare ran to this stretoh of dirty gray, held her feat togetbsy and
81id aeross it, her arms cutstretohed. Don ran $0 do the same, but found
his slothes %00 dundlesoms, He couldn't 1if¢ his arme anough, The wool
muffler about his neck stifled his dreatbing. Clars stood at tha other end
of the styreteh of dirty grey and said sloofly, *You go away; I won't play
with you. You got messlss.”

Don etalked off, turaing his heed to say, "I have not got measles.” Ha
hated girls.

Shen Mamma, snd Don end Dersy left Orandpe's for summer would be here
and Fape would de busy and peed Memma's help. Don was glad,



CHAPTER JOUR

When susmer heat wrapped the plains there was slow drowsy simmsring.
Everything and everyons was slower, turgid. Doz end Derey had hives and
seratohed them. Orets and Lorvig came to plsy more often, or Don and Darey
wont to play &t their house. They hed some trees, It was nisce %0 play at
making houses iu the shade of tressz. 7Trees were alweys & wonder to Don.
Sometimes they wers loznesome, but trees at Greta’s were not lonesome, They
3%00d in rows like soldiers.

On the fourth of July Don and Darey, Greta and Lorvig took flags, and
donning peper taps, marched betwesn thess shady tres rows yelling, "Here
comes the flag.” Oreta was alweys leader, She was e girl, but she didn's
always teass and aet 1like & girl. She played like Don, Darey and Lorvig,
There was nothing she 41dn't do as Shey did, and inaist on leadiag inm.

Greta and Don often lagged in the games. Oreta led this lagging too.
She liked Don and alweys mansuvered the things he 414 %o sult her taste.
Greta, & child, voluptucus, blonde, with blus eyes, was resching early ani-
mal maturity. There was little that was not honest in Oreta. 8hs regretted
that sba was not like Don sexnelly. In erotic play she insisted that shs $00
do as Don did. To Don this was wonder--not besause of Greta~-not because
Greta 414 e he 414, slthough he liked her wenting to be a boy. He liked
hey diataste for femininity., Bt to Don his physicel relasions with Grets
wore wonder bDaecause they brought shivering ecstasy. This was blinding light,
Light that first wammly glowed %0 toush of rosy young flesh of thigh and
buttooks, and that heated to dlasts of blinding light., But this light flashed
and wavered, flashed again, then burst and was lost. It all left Don



exhausted, but Greta's young voluptuocusness wes elways poised, steid, and
resasonable. Don didn't know that her mutual part in the play was unreason-
able. He liked it. She never was a teasy, nesty girl. She played part for
part and insisted thet she t00 was made like Don--~that it was only that girls
dress differently. Girls hed ways of keeping secrets, Don knew, but if he
thought this was absurd, as he had thought that pork snd wart hokus-pokus
nonsense, he was quiescent. Greta could ply him. She knew by instinet what
the male never learms, if she did reason aguinst nature.

Don was happy that there was light sgain--bigger-~blinder light than had
been before. Yet he and Greta sought lonely places, darkness-silence.

Instinet led Grete. Light blinded Don. Where there is light there is much

in acoord with the silness.

Often pungent hay hid them as they lay aswathed in ecstatic waves of
wondeyr~light, whole bodies exploretory, hearts thumping, bands oaressing and
elinging, mutually oreating this wonder something all their own--while Mamme
called and searched. Once Don realized his mother's c¢alling, the light was
shattered as precipitately as it had deen when hs catepulted down cellar
stairs into Grandma's apron. Neither ke nor Greta ever revealed themselves
in hiding, but ecalmly awaited Memma's retirement, then leter happened where
logically expected. Ho conscience qualms touched Don on these occasions.
The light had held him.

Heat brought storm elouds, low and muttering, threatening stora clouds
that penetrated humsn spirit and dulled human intelligencs. The animal spirit

was in ascendangss. Work horses trudged slowly and heard urging unresponsively.
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dried swest and dust oruet--stood against the sweat atains is dright re-
lief, Put not until dlood fumes penetrated the sweat and dust wusiked aip
418 Fapn give way to exhaustion, He turned the bLyoken team into the daw,
then approached the houss where he flopped 4o the floor, drushed one hand
through the heavy-dewed moisture on his forehead, swallowed dry-throated
and relaxinge The house was thiek with the horsey sweat stink, merid
ammonia, and hot blood.

Don nod Darey svidensed the hest in their play., ¥hen tirsd of stick
horses they eanned dried berries from the ereeping vines of ths wild ground
sherry or apples from the assge growthe-or just wasted sserzy. Don chose to
do this opnes by eurling up in a hot galvanized tud. The sun's rays made
the mstal blister at the toush. Don was testing his scorshing endurangse,
and, with his hesd turued backward over the edge, the sun besting on eyslids
behing whieh syeballs were dry and shot with red, he twisted away from and
$0 thes bhot metale. Darey came $o ianuire belligerently, "ihy are you in that
$ub?* The answer, "Hever mind,” 4idn's satisfy. Darey sat cn Don's throst.
Bs sat full weight, and Don's spine rested egainat the thin iron edge of the
$ubj the wertadras twisted in fts Broiling hot compass~-~the neok bLones pried
wide apart across the thin edge of hot galwvanized iron, Mo sound eame from
that sortured thront., Limp and inert the body lay broiling,

A thunder storm byoke the heat tension, GCopper clouds thiskened, spread
end enme onwerd until theirgpproaeh and immediatls pressnce were ons--onRe
stilled coppery light with onl- oceacional deft esoling, earessing traaths

toushing eyelids, whispering in ears and lifting single hairs, They stirred

4he hears to heavy rolling throb, Breath came in stray gulps with tense
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looked st his hands and smoothed thw veins of their bucke oith ais fingers.
Somshow they fitted this dried yellow-tinged mellowness. There is in ohilde

Sechool this fall was at snother buildisg snd much nesyer home, Darey
wes to start school this term. Don and Darcy walked because thore was no
bus. The first dey the pupils arrived before the teacher. ¥hen she en-
tered, she flipped u soft hat from tumbled red ourls to reveal a liberally
frecklasd bridgs of nose, end blue eyes with full measurs of twinkle. is
she flipped the soft hat, she osst a radiant smile around her at the
assenbled youngsters, said, *Hello. Take off your hat and maks yourself
at home,” and plunked the hat on & nail, 3he bad her vigtory. Ffrom that
moment every youngster loved her.

Gne day, while the asutumn sun still shone warmly, she left the room
for & momens, murnuring some request that Don didn*t notice, for he was
resding sloud. 3oms minutes later Don heard amused ebuckling and turned
t0o smiling faocsas switohing thelr geze from him ¢o the window. Red halr,
blue syes, and freckles besmed over the window sill. Open laughter greeted
Don'a demused return glance. Tessher was always looking for amusement of
all for all. The atmcaphere of school room spd ground as sompered with
Don's earlier school expesrianse was 50 gresat in contrast sas o make him
vory happy. Tesoher wus now & light senter--gspecially bLer eyes., Don
oould fesl the light reys emanating.

Almg and her brother Bill were at this school too, but atrangely
snough, Alma pever boshered Uou. She had found & wodel in the teacher
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of bhis happiness at school, He had t00 many memories of that first year
£% the other sehool whers ilma and all the big boys had been »0 snxious
%o make his life miserable,

It was the custom at school programs to hear recitations of the
smaller youngsters, not yet at school, who learned their "pleces” at hode
and gave them s a surprise, t0 everyons sxeept the parents, and brothars
and aisters, Upon such an oeession Lorvig was called upon to recite, snd
in hls burry t0 have the moment over, he was at tescher's slbow while she
was reading the $itle of nhis selestion, "¥bat you got in your pooket?®
Lorvig was overly conseious of his new suit and of the handkerehief in the
hip pocket, & manly acecutrement. "y hankie,” hs snswered, as rosy-cheeked
and laughing eyed he dashed into his recitation. That he said nsde an antie-
olimax to the *Ky hankie,”

Don retulled having heard his mother tell of Lorvig's telling his
father, when 1ifted into the waugon, *Popps, when I get big and you get
1ittle, I'1]1 Relp you into the wagon.® OGrete snd Loyvig and thelr parsnts
ware much in the heme of Dob and Darsy, and Don's parents, $00, ware fre-
quent visitors at the home of Ureta‘s parents. On one such ocgasion Daray
had been inmpelled by motives only stimulated by his slders’ neighborly
ohatter. He lsaned like a big men, one hand against the door susing, an-
other on his hip, and, having frowningly ruminated for soms tixs, said,
*Don't you folks think you'd better be going home now?" Lorvig was no
longer the only star that basked in parental ssiles of wonder at thase
prodigies,
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his ars hurled, From She distant side of the ash pile he had heard a pip~
ing whiastle~~had wondered--thex turned bask to the house, An hour later
suriosity overcmme him, and he wsndered toward the ash pile, A loud shrill
piping resched Lis ears, Be ran to the plle to find a lone chick soream~
ing {te loneliness. The phencmencn left an impression most outstanding.
Don wondered if the ohick fell as he did on gaszing back at hie home, He
was sntering & new life--would the paat bury i{ts dead?
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he wants to eat 15 & glass of wsiur end = tooth plak.™ Don was all Iintereste
sxploratory intersst, MNow they were to know Indfans-~rasl Indians with
feathars, ahawls, and mooeasins,

Thare wez 3 girl at 4:4s houss too, She was & tall girl, who was lanky
ard buldous tos, FHer aose was buldbous, sud hey bresstsy her hips had humps
snd rolls in them, Mamme sald she had had infantile parvalysis, Don knew her
tongus wamm't puralyzed, decause she could always talk and biudder, 7hen she
blubbered«eshe always bludbered as she talked--saliva budbled in her mouth
and showed betwesn her uneven toeth and wide looss lips, This airl talked at
Don most of the timm--unless as in the morping when ahe was dressing--one of
the men boarders cams to tease her and tear at her clothes while she sorsanmed,
kicked, and slobbered in what Don thought horrible glse. Don dinliked this
girl, so he read bis Bihle stories, Don wondered if she thousht they waye
trus, Thoy were interesting stories, but Don thought they were much like
Lalry tales, Te preferred the novels he hed always resd at home, At least
he eould try to read and not pretend to listen to lore,

Yioter snow held thex in, Don and Darcy didn'ts see much of the dustle
that was domntown in this doom town, Don knew that boom meant foverishly
busy. He wanted to see it, yet he dreanded it instinectively.

Uns day Don heard sbout sshool, lors was to have a new dress, and she
was at school, » Don was fitted, the dress pulled over his head, fulds set
with pins, sleeves messured, and armholes fitted, It was an sdventure st
riret %o Don, but later it bocame more, It was boredom, then =lasery,
¥hile he was waliting for his mother and the big red-rfaced woman to pot soms

ashattaring dons, he sat in the bedroom, The chattering lowered, becarms more
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Don 2911l stood i{n the dress--pinnsd securely. Would he never be fres?
Burely 1t would be nice to de an Indiane-and--and to know about 1ife,

Bekool {a this boom town was something. Don and Darey went with lora
to the achool Muilding, Thare were mmoy rough-neck youngsters, Don's
mother had insisted that he wear his overeost--s long blaok funereal old
man's cost, It made Don look prematurely senile, like something dedicated
to age., Non hated 1% and was not surprised et the jesrs and jidbes of the
bullying boyse. That they threw ley snowballs at him did not gurprise him,
lora' 2lcdbering a bulbous fore and aft beside him 414 not detrset from the
general smusemsnts It all made 2 pioture stamped fop distinetion, 4
diestingtion that in the eyes of puberty's most thorouzh-going conviction
of eonvention was zot $0 be nissed ag s target--and not %o be endured,

Darsy fought these rough-necks, slthough more in spirit than musecle,
while Dot secepted the situstion as & pard of his r.ile. Orowing 4p was &
Jobesto Be taken~-or rejected. Hs didn*t know how to rejest, Darey's re-
sistanes to rough-necks only seemed s pose t0 Don. He took the role ime
posed upon him wueh as did & girl ealled Zleanor, who had s ridisulous
swagger in whieh her abdomsn was thrust forward, and s peculisr difference
in direetion of body took place at her high waist, from which she stooped
forwurd, Ohe had large features, and heavy sullen lips. Yet ZTlesnor had a
hearty laungh that ahe even let off at soms of those times when the doys threw
snowdballs st her, yelling, "Bleanor ¥slley with s buskskin belly,” At other
times whan they yelled at her, Elsanor's lips were less thiek, more sullen,
8he would estoop her short-wsiated, narrow shouldered, and flat hreasted upper

torso over the swsngger that was chiefly ealled "her buokskin bellr®, to grad
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& hunk of suow to hurl dask at the hoys, sccompanying it with warioua well
shosen obscenities.

Blsanor enjoysd her opportuaity of 'xtnml sadlimm, A szhort but exe
gessively heavy woman used quite often to pass the sohool grounds, nnd
Eleanor would lesd the shorus of *Lockut the pall of guts]l lLookut the
pail of gutel Whoe lost e pall of gutsl® Don knew this woman, for she was
the nsarest neighdor in the ash-piled gurbo flat on whieh Don'e merents
wers bullding the new home. Be thought she was nige, althoush he knew she
was & sloven, Hupr children were the best pleaymates, but they tock thelr
baths in the ereck, Just pow the eresk was {rosen,

And this ereex wns of sspeeial interust to all the younssters. The
river was also & trsgic interset, Don had watched while his unele #111
had orossed ths honeye~sombed 108 with severael horses. ‘The horses had heen
lod from the danks azross single planks until far out from the river's
sdge winre the snupping oracks weres fresuent and walking was danver to a
man. Yot Unsle Will had the horses all ssrogs—wcns at a time, His raneh
was miles to the south of this wighty ice filled width that was the 'Wasouri.
But the oreei had 1ts sourcs in Cansdizn mountaina and was much lo#e an awe-
soms acusewnt, Yet ios pilled high 1in thias time of imoressing sun and warmih,
The stream was but & hundred yarde from the new home Don's parents were duild-
inge They lived, Semporarily, in a flat«rcofed one~-roomed structure om the
back of the lot, The hill that rea down the oresk was dut a stone's throw
from this shack, Zven now in the melting snow and iee younzsters came to
flop their bellies onto sheets of iron, or to sit astride seoop shovsls and
grasp the haniles bdetween their legs, whils they ssooted down the perilous
angle of the hill to the loe-~filled eresk., The ice was shopped through ia
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many holes smade for watering horses and gattle. Now the bdanks were muddy
and often the improvissd sleds would secot acrows the rilthy lfes to atrike
and sink sharp edges desp into the opprosite ovesk bank, ¥hen this happened,
the Delly rider shot on past the iron sheet to alnk head and shoulders and
cusstrotched handa deep into the mud that was mueked to datter by the sueke
ing houfs of nany eattls.

Bon hed o aled with thin yusners thet were very malesadble stesl, I¢ wns
the idesl sled fer this steep hill eand the steel of those runners desdened
meny a bunp shoek, and helghtened the speed of the treasherous alope, Howe
ever, Don snd Derey often used the iron ahests or the shovels, Any novelty
was intriguing and often the boys lef't the Rill with their clothing scaked
and alinging to akin ahilled blue but wvarmed by exsroise,

The acurce of the smany iron skeets the ryoungsters used for slidiag was
no mystery. 7This ash filled gumbo flat, with its many tin eans and cdd
seraps, was o deserted fort site., The bulldings of this site had bhesn
sheoted with iron, and 14 was sections of this sheeting whieh rusted in
adundance that provided much more than sleds,.

The fort had been tenented with the sim of quelling Indian uprisings,

Now Indians were no longer uprising; they ware aceepted populsoe of the
reservation whieh hed only recantly been opsned to the white men, Don's
father had built a ramshackle bdarn at the edge of this hill top fwoz whieh
80 muok sliding was done., When e good head start was wished for, the slider
started from a point beyond this barn, and punning past 1%, floppsd ¢o his
belly Just as the barn's north gabls oame in line with the begloning of the
slope.

Often Don and Darey s$cod f{a this barn-yard while the Indisns from the
neighboring achool-~these were full«blood Indians--stood sbout ealling them
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I ean®s find hime Where i he?*

Mames 2t00d still-~solemnly stille-sad said nothing.

Don was now pulling at her apron, with a hand tugging =t each hip, ery-
ing, *Mavema, wshere is Collie?*

Yarma swollosed thiekly., "Why I thought you inew., FHe's gzone,”

*Soned Jone shere?® Doa's cueation had aslowed on the second ZunNeee
slomd dully,

*Paya #o%e Bim Yo the Indlans, DNerey rnew., I thought vou 414," Mumms
spoxe thierly, ore hand on her throst,

"yt Don asked through texrs that were cheking his throst sand blind-
ing his syee,

Harmn¥s oves too wers filled wit> tesrs that sesmed sormevhat to reliewe
hopr tight dry thrast, *0h, s kid teased him, when he was tisd sut in froat,
Collie snapped st him, T guess he sernteled him e $iny mite, Anvheow, the
boyts father, & scusw men, come over here 4runk and told Pana he'd hnve t0
get rid of tho dog,”

Don serersed, "That's 1o reason,” snd collapsed into the reawrsst ehatlw,
Collapasd and sobhad loullly, wildly, ¥e sunk into the chalr as if inte
oblivion, and vet he sobbed louder and with more petohing of torsoc and gasp-
ing lungs,

Bis mother sxplained, *"Your father ssid {t wasn't gettine rid of the dog
80 muoh as 1% was ~etting rid of the drunk s~ uaw man, He sald it yas worth
1%." But Doun was beyond consolaticn, A biz neighdor boy hemnd the mobbing
and suspecting twouble come in to aak in senuine sympathy, "¥hv, Don, what i»
{87 Ehat 1s the mattexy?® But Don only leoksd shrough swimminz eves above
the drangh thzt was his face ent the #op of his shirt front, schhine a steady
staconto,
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CEAPTER SWVEM

And the rromise was fulfilled, The pleins wers dotted with the blue wink
of slough ponds Fringed by ranging cattle sseking the more luscioune grass and
drinks The soil had been turned and the sowed grein had sprouted, The desert
of wheat was aetuality.

Don of'ten rode with Paps through winding leafy lanes and acr-ss slow
rippling exeok bed to the duliry where milk was loaded, and silver dollars
left Papa'e pookets to ¢link-clank in the broad palm of the deep-hosomed,
red-haired, and freckle~faced woman at the dairy. 5he would swipe her harnds
vigorously seross the oalieo expansivensss of her hips, and with losss<lipped
lechery «f ssile that guve her freckles the look of just 4dried graschoprer
tobacso Julies, axtend & broed flat ezlloused palm to the earess of ailver,
Through the loose ohapped lips sod yellowed pereg teeth the evosk of her
voice resped, "Ashl This is what I live for.” The light in hor syes wss as
of heavily slloyed and ouch worzs metal,

Thess drives were more plessant then those on the flats that led out to
rolling expense of prairie. Prairie that clained an undelievable gresa hus
wher viewsd from = distance where the sun wu.»ua oB ponds was a bluseaysd wink
of good humor, The leafy-laned ovesk drives were more Dilsasant becsause birds
wore alossr, loanves reached for and Souched you, snakes writhinsly seuttled
from the besten sand of the road bed,

Mwane was olways anxious sbout snakes, There were rattlars south of the
river, and o sankes held an especial faseination for Don and Darey. They
nad seen raktiers, Onuce one was sunning itself in full lenazth on the eross-
cut of the wagon trecks of a rcad leading through the bad landas, At the
vary height of the olimbing trelil, where the width was bdarely ssoush to permis

orunching whesis to pass between the great shell holes at sither stde, lay
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the Snxke, ¥Faps had peen 1% and had stopped the temm 80 he exuld got out of
the apring wagen and Jook a% 1%s lawy fascivating many-eolored sun glintas,
Bomehow the soeke was gone, sid no one bhad seon it go. Don thousht of the
Sime by hed played alone in the yard of «&n»% old home and hed wondered at

& perfect round holes in the ground oo larowy than & niekel, e had run 8is
fiagey inte this asd 1% apperently ren s8railght down fato &ry hard sarth,

Be sat on thies hole sud amused hizself with the thougdt that anyibing coming
from thas hole would have to cowe elsar through him-eand out of Lis mouth,
Bus he zoon fornod the hols and sat lazily dresming,. Ther ha sav a blaek
snnke--Don veswrhared that Pape salled the long heawy, yet slithery leather
waip a bisek suake~-dut this sbake had besn lazy, 80 lazy it hadn'$ botheved
50 slither, but from direstly bLetween Nou's legs 1t dvew ftself Foresrd in a
straight iine, The sunlight had dased Don and he %00 was lazy, Yow he
»atohed the snake uwntil (¢t had very alowly covered the distence past his feet,
A new investipatien of ths hols was in gu_. it rovesled nothing more than
before, But Don s$111 had sesn no other black anske, This one serose the
road at the dad lapds was certainly s emeature volored $o the sun, sud reached
with gray for the grese.

Another time Zita hed sat on the great voek plle by Usale Wiil's Dack
door holding the latest baby for a pleture, Don's family coasisted of Marme,
and Faps, Derey and Don himself, Unele ¥111's femily was always & nystary to
Don, It was wirse than the ocousins as Grwudpa’a. How thers waa the latest
baby ia Zita's nrus ne she sat on the rook pile. 7The pleture wag snapped,
24t atill a0t and salked soe nonssnse %0 the fat lump of balye Ohe rumpled
the gurls of its head, All Unole ¥ill's babhies hed an sdundanee of oeurisg
that wag one veason Don never kxoew whieh one hed the stomesh ache, Yut then
ourls weren't allj thay all looksd slike, talked alike, and eriasd nlike,
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CHAPTER HINE

Darey was baooming & help now %o Fapa, He rode Jaok cut 4o the Aistent
wheat land where Papa batohed., He sarried brood, cske, or sonme Jelioscy made
in the bome kitchen ocut 10 the lonesly man uwhose eompaniony wsre resantful
range horses, sud to whos goyots howls were no longsr sxeitenent,

Darey Arove tesms 300 and helpwd Fups to mow and rake somn of the
prairie hay for feed for the sow and Jmek, Yeed had to be kept for winter too.

Ones lmryey oame beok to towa with news, Fapa had gone evaxy e morning.
Be hed left the pancakes on ths stove while ke'd jumped oun Jaek o race acrods
the rolling prairies in med pursuit of what looked {0 Darey like an extraordine
arily longelezzed jaoak-rabdbit. Darey hsd bean busy wetehing hlme-and he naver
thought of food axcept as to bs eaten at table, so ths paneskss scorched until
the sage wood firs burned out, while he sceaned the streteh of prairie FPape
end Juok hed followed the jack-rabbit cver. He had a long watoh sand was
resentful and hungry when Pape returaned on s lathsred pony tho was =ush too
wirm t¢ he alicwed o drink, Papa's trousers were soaked with Jnck's geeat
end his own, and he filled the cook wagon with aorid ammonias stink while he
started ansther firs to bake paneskes, Darey related ths story of Papa's
futile effort to round up an antelope, "But Jaok sure gave him a merry chase,”
Darey inolsted--as his father had, Daroy was very asocurate now in his imf-
tation of the crowmups.

Papa told a story too of an ineident that proved how real loneliness
oan be $¢ a man, He kept a sow, who had now littered, and he had fed this
sow fresh warm milk morning and evening, Oue evening after sundown Paps
was milking the cow that the hog might have her supper. The bass viol song
of the milk apray rhythmically outtinz the foam of the rising white froth in
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bones for endloss miles of banks that Lommed the trenchwerks of nature

sgulinet mane The wayning wes sounded, Nature was ready.
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CHAPTER ZLIVENW

Bature was ready, bubt mab.... 7The copper bowl of the &vry penned all to
the sanv? thet hed blown until it hed paeked snd now no louser {iiteved.

e wisd sesmed to huve bBlown 1teelf cut and now sir siirved lictlessly
undey & ¢oprer bowl, Everyone snd everyihing waited--tense, Ton movedee
aimless and listless ss the ocossionsl breezes-~and waited, Doz sansed the
revolt of nsfure spainst man's invasion end antiocipated s alimey of bhattle,

The nichts were filled with the druwwming of lunsescts, an inesssant voluse
of souni, There was no individual charneter of scund, There mma only one
wast orchantwatisn that dmpwesd 1%8elf upon conselougness, aul »ow and them
a moacuite aousht blood., That thers gould he inseots, mosuitoa, where water
had no plnee, sursrised no one, Don was aware of no sursriss. 7Tho penstant
druantoy of the blagk night made hin reesll Mamma®s waking hixs and arey to
take theam out into the nizht te 260 & ring of light arouad the adrze of the
sky, right where 1% met the earth, That was at their old home, and Don had
wanted to kuow, "Ehers is the moon?* Jamma had said, "There,™ as sha pointed
to what seamed & knot in the contimuous bend of light that ran sround the
edgs of the sky where it met the surth, But there had been the bsnd of light
then, Now the uighte were a drumming darkness such that a mosguito bite was
welocme, It msde Don feel. He knsw thea that he was apart, aud not just
spother nuted beat in the drumning,

Imys werg coprer. The earth was so much a beaten sand floor that it
meyrged with 4thes ocopper bowl of aky, snd Don wandered over this Ylesk sunless
sarthe-acmotines in search of the cow or of Jaock, somstimes in senpch of he
knew got whats He could not slmply walts And at night be wandored, his
heart beatisg besvily--drummicg to the sound of night,
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There was no light now for Don--neither day nor night, Now he learned
that thers was no 1light in expectance for him--ever., And light was living
to Don. Me might forzget it--he mizht not realize it--but without 1t hs was
lost: There wzs nothing to sustain the zoul of him that had bsen hora ia
the strife of light--and seared into living. Anrd now Don walked the aarth
as a prisoneyr paces his eell and waited for the light, In the desdened air
all winged things hoversd near the beaten floor of azand. White gulls swept
low on the unsubsiaantial sir, in rhythmic winging strokes through the drum-~
ming copper light--gwept to the far away sea.

And no bimds sang.

Then one afterncon when Don was nlone; Papa and Msmms and Darey had
gone to town in the lumber wagon, he want to look for the cow, He had
olimbed a rock the better to see acrosas the sand-pscked fence lines to loodate
the eow that still assiduously sought occasional blades of zrass. Don
tarried on the rock. The air seemed ligzht-~lighter and less s¢ill. His
shirt fanned against his bony chest and ribs. This was more theu his own
breath and heartbeat--it wus a breeze,

And then it came.

A great pronged shaft of light--blinding and encompassing. Don saw the
great prongs before the ahaft came upon him, Then he knew only the 1light.
And this time it came as no great axhiliration dbut rather as the timely
comfort of a friend's hand on the shouldsr, And through this great and all
encompassing light, Don lifted his face to the sky, lifted his dry Lrowned
spread finzers and the orisped flesh of the baoks of his hands--and felt a
dampness. He stretched his arms, turning the palms upward and felt =

molisture.
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pars, bHut also fibered with the dslieats fan-shaped bone tarsal of fipgers--
Lingers of zcul that could grasp and mother the hope of potsniial ereation,
And Don pensed that here wae denger and grendeure-«ths ammeoless light of
asgursnees Don kuew that somevhere, somehow there was the songtant liedt of
the scal of him that was an assurance of allness for all. There iz i» the

relsatiese wnplarned assurance of nature sssuranss for map's hove of renswsd
spirit-ean etorne] contraet of o
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taught hix that such stories were sa much nonsense as the siory sf the wart
and the pork had appoaled o him when he'd throsn the pork in the dark ocal
bine~long aze Den thought. MHe sought the company of these younsutars who
bad at firet so roughly greeted him in nis long dlack overeost, They ree
sponded veadily. They knew that he and Darey had blown away in the big
torsade, They knsw that Don and Darey rode horssback eight miles to school.
These fxeis sormanded respect, And respect to the Indian rests heavily upon
outward facts.

Den knew that they knew somsthing that made for sssureance, vet they
sought the new sxperisnee of bdeing white, and sought rather wisely, BRat
their idols weye Lthe surface appsarande, the veadily amart,

Fext dour to Don's howe lived Indians, Don's home was now ths new
house that rose a aslim gvey peak at the edge of the hill down which they'd
gons aliding during winter, and frem its windows ¢ounld be seen the now
yellowing and vedespleashed lsaves of poplars and cottoawoods that stood
roggedly about the valley of the ¢reek. The Indians next door played wind
instrasents, The slim round-faced son of the home told Don thst his Cather
hed played with Sousa, that be was zoing to play with Isham Jones, Don
wondered, ¥He aczked his parents who Sousa wes, Mama's ohildhood had been
spent in eastern Cusadai she knew, And Dom learnsd that 1t wns sommon knows
ladge that these Indians were fine musicisus,

One of the big fat, sloppy Indian girle at school liked Don, She and
hoyr sousin, e zirl squally as fat, had deen nt a convent, They knew how $0
ast like lndjes, They knew how, 30 they didn't, at least they &idn't vhen
Don saw them out ef school. And then there had besn the tims at school when
Tubs, se she was eéslled by her sshoolmstes, had been olesning her desk, Don
wes watohing, staring. Tubs pulled sverything imsginable from that desk:
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earih seemyd swept of all dust, and Den stubbed biz toez a3 protruding smaell
stonss as he walked the roadways thati served for strasts. Ths 2mily had
moved iate tow: Tor ths sehool moaths shurtly after the stert of the tors.

At 2izner ti2 Don and lavey stuntled in from the ner sehoel building
which waz 2osayr thelr home, 10 rusgk throush the meal, talibing with thasir
moaths falle Yhem the talk 414n%C turn to Deveylr comstlipation-«Turey loved
kis conetinatios and wog never ksppler *man aken talkimg o 1%, Muu badbled
bresthliss:ly of sehool svento, "Ureulsx f21) downstalrs agalin todsy. Zhe
falle dmomotnivs every twentieth of the nonth.” ¥is parscis alsays found
thess sarestion: ipteresting, "Wow's Yor lagh™ thelir fethor sated, 0%,
ghs just rullsd the ercohst resdle ou' 1iks we paild, The's nll right. the
got over laakiny ehite 40 a hurer.” TUrsula was an Indien $oo 2nd lived on
the sther £ilde of the house from the Indisns »ho rlayed wind Irmstoaents,
frd e hed turned o douchy g¥sy--liks hias mother's Sar: tresd fourh, Denm
thoughtewrhan tha ercshet nesdls iz hor pocket hed run sz Inch ints hep
thighe The dootoy bhad locked 2t the cut =nd smabded zome indin» av it,
Jodire sured sverything, Don krew,

They bhad heapital Crollitiase hare Zor the Indisns and tha 21ishtest
geretel reeclvad mafor attenticr, ohish was always iodine, Don ressnbered
the old gevernmart dcetor's praporintion of the littls while Tevar wills
that slwnre served, I the vain 4ids't gton the doctor rMazorided some
pink rills, Often Ton had lain tristed with yaln, growing »oins kis mother
collad thma, end the doetor oems, scmatimsx, to prasoride soms vhite ills,.
2ozetivcs the sase was diagncosed ns ranesves, somstizas as rurmer esmplaing,
Thasge Xintly mttentions angered Don, Fe Yuew that thers munt he » ranson
for hiz fresvent revers neuralzia »ttaeka; thoy oftsn regked bisx vhnle body

#o he lay »ith iz knees drawn ¢c kis ehin, his belly museler knctted 1lke
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usasure of a man is often his understanding care for animals, snd mueh that
is cruelty and erime among men is overlocked, at lesst scon forrotten,

Don resesbered tie story of & man who had knife-lashed an opponent at
sards. A gronp of four men--snowebound in a prairie shask-~had bsen drinking.
Argument over the geme led to blows, and having thoroughly hewed bis opponent
while his fellows looked on--the murderer drenk more, as did thay others,
They slept dwunkenly,

Somekow they buried the remains when they wakened, and later they told
the story just as 1t happened.

The murderer lived among his neighbora, s welcome guest in their homes,
and apparently forziven though many were friends of the vietim,

Sudden flares of temper snd gonmsecusnt ageident were eeslly forziven it
seemed, Dut Don remenmbered that in the same camunity a man whe had lef't his
bride--although he left her provided for snd, of course, without ohildremu.
wae nover Loraivele ... The story had o wrong ending.

Don bocans ascustomed %o kmowing that the daughter of the mayor, who was
suppossd to he a somedody in school, had for halfebrother the IMdisnelocking
boy whe sat adrces the aisle from her and who sxshanged raisins and pesnuts,
with her, Thess youngsters of two eolors, two mothers, and one mmhitious
father sesmed bound S0 one another althouzh their parents had supposedly
shielded the white youngsters from these harmful truths,

Don 414n't have to relsts the story, which amused and shoeked his parents.
The stery of the youngsters, the doetor's dsughter, the major's dauchter, snd
ancther, each of whem had been found strayed from the pionie group--sven these
hard«bitten psople sought plessures they knew others enjoyed--and undsr dlankets
with their own half-Indian half-brothers. The irony of such wickedness was
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thrust it deceitlul shafts into the home and family the hova trisd to ersate
for themaelves at Christuas time, They shared one voom iz » huge old and

arafty briek building that was the boy's dorm. Their room was amall and they
sought seelusion there from the ghostiy old building,

There are tuwg stories of & walle-and Don hated the latrusion of uny one,
ghoot or otherriss, to this haven, These old wulls hed housed %00 wauy, and
%00 fow had had Don's sensitivity for him to s at home with the ghosts, The
hollow wind of their leugh bBroke his brightest mood,

From sll this Tim sought seclusion with a twisted grin of &ville on his
full lips and an attempt at 2 normal twinkle in his eye. Don lasrned posi-
tively of his fear of intrusions vhen hs hsd curled tightly into Tim's bed,
with even his hend covered against the wvast &veftiness, and gone o slwep
while Tim was cut. He was awakensd dy e« astrange ory, half of anger, half of
fear, Tin yauked the plllow from the bed and flogged Don saverwly while his
eyes wore wild, Having struggled free from his swathings, Don sat up and
stared, Then Tim flopped on the Bed weakly to cuaver, "Hever dc thate<naver --
I founde~or dresmesd I found--scmatiing in ny bed onoe,”

Tim's mother had died vhen he was seven.

And bevsuse Tin hed Yecome Don's adoption of family, love, need--he filled
she recennss of soul that sought light, There wes much of the durk in Tim,
His home 2nd family had deen tragie fusion of his owm brothars and sisters asd &
stepemotherts shildren, Thers had been amnities and petty jesalousies, and
Tim's sensitive boy soul had strugzled to attain balance. Tia loved his father

and felt the stepmother and her family mifsuders of his laalisenadle rights,
Stout of body and true Doy of instinet Tim muet have deen tormant to a atep-

nother vhose own children 41id the only right, Cften Tim's father exeeuted



83,

dictated punistment--ones with & barrel stave~-snd eash whaok wuz %o the boy
a tie of love for his father., And this Tim related to Don in the lomely
drafts of #zuriy brick dorm. N8 told of the neighbors' gossip over his
father's beating him and of his stout shamnloning of his father, It was the
©ld story of youngater seseking love whare he knew it should bo-efabricating
ties that vears desensitine to care ridden grownups~-grownups vho no longer
pep clenriy in pethe of light but are in sonstant seareh of necenzayyr sogial
sonfirmation,

Tin sought his soelal chempions too, and sought those of the numbers,
Youth's ideal {2 conformity, bdut the heart 1s nearer to faith, homs, snd
charity. %hat Tim ocould not say he eould aet, UWhat his father 4id not aet
he could gay--but his saying was theory. Theory im cold Yo youth, It was
eold to Tin,

To brighten hia yoom in the dorm Tim hed a flower dasket that held paper-
oolorful bloome in winter, #hen his step-mother had writtan that he had
stolen the dazket, Tim hed suffersd sgoniss of eonflieting srwtions, He wrote
wild lsttore in denial of the theft ¢o his step-mother, and gev: ther 4o Don
who stood In the great draft on the stairs of the genter hall of the dorm and
keld a maten to apgger-soravied paper, When Sthe front hall door swunz open
with & groct zust of eéold, Don nearly fell the stair length, ond the burst
of flame Iroo the matoh-lighted puges of Tim's letter burned his hand, Mn
hod eome in with the gust of 0old and jSumped to sateh Dos as ke stumbled
down the stsir, his burned hand free of the ralling. A8 Tim 2rasred his well
hond , with a warm glenge at the soorchsd dry-erisp of the other, and led Don
down the hall to the room they shared, Don walked in light that had not the
dim parrow dinge of the hallway,

Pat Tim was the cne who took what was offered, His father was nminister
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Don was 2 bit clder than his gollege soquaintapces asd deld the nosition
of one who was active among them, yet kent a sentinel post at the chalkeline
vhere » 4ry grin and alightly revaged eve and general facial exnression leave
the instinctively knowing wary. The very sssurance of light that wma his
osat him in 2 double cauldron, When at the end of Don's first school year
here, the I'reaident supported his son in a gurrulous row over a few misplaced
dollars with some doys with whom he had operated s cafeteris, Don said,!"thank
the powers, wy paranta have horse eenze 1f they have little formal edusation,®
He grew tc believe that "culturel” pursuits 4o not refine the esctions,

Tdess wore to Do borrowsd snd neatly ocaged, 7The light had 1sft Don with
an eye zlesw that the lenses he now wore could not entirely dissmmise, and he
was trented werily by his elders, s woved among the younger onss who were
sons and dauzhiers of friends of the President and other faouliy mephePes
but he lesrned that he was not of them, sver to surfage chasrvatlon, vhea
onteriainments gives for this ole or “hat, by their elders, -uite wnoonselously
overlooked him,

Dexn Cougkt this often in & blind »oeqth that ahook binm fess 3 souree 80
grest as to leave him without terzs of oxuression., He had not yelt %is weapons
that resye wive ¢ strengthen fibers firoly attuned to nalurs +ith «hiask S0
respond %o the indifference of "refinadl™ nantal orusliy. Sub he “3id “is ehia
2izh and dvove his apirit to sttend, Truly Don thought that orlv as these
quiet, ro’2ed s2ts of indifforsnce insiuds? Tim 414 they ftoush hin. Sute-when
Tin was »67¢ 9¢ then and Don felt forootieleses

In 2he earcelal nlonengss of nizbt, Lon won light as M+ aec:rtsl ek
goad ae » soincing rope ha must olinh thal Sora ths akin and wuenyt P flesh

of his dry-erisp hends, He flexed his fingers and doudbled them into fists
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until kis palms molstensd;} then his whole dody was stesming in swent ap he
saw that another grasp ecould be made, e had no idea of getting to the top
ahead of another, and he kusw 1t all meant fighting. ¥e hoped not always to
ased to fight blindly,

¥hen the thoughts that were in him, a3 he read them back from pages old
and new, nade hin snile st their asothering of istultive knowledse in lather
of langusge, he sould say with a chuakle, ™I was born $o0 sosn, too soon,”
The 11ft of his right syedrow and the lsagth and depth of line down his right
chesk were deoply ingrainsd in thie dyy ohuekle.

Be turned puges to index and bask to pege, snd there echoad from the page
the guest of Soerates. Don mursured, "Born too soon," and laughed, lnughed
until sven Tim gsesmed in his propsr plass--for the moment,

As eaech phase of expresslion must hsve positive hoight, so Non's found a
madivne~both smotional and physicale-and s« definite mental sxprassion, FHere
was a safaty velve for burning seorm that gould not de openly statedw-counld
no%, and pressrve a goal of school,

S0 Don appeaved rsourrently in playe and was always s favorite when he
could be on the cutside, apart, yet projecting that which was his truth asrvss
lights to ths group, This type of personal contact was in the atress of {ts
moment of faervor as fine as that whieh shut out all others to aingle assoel-
atiocnse It was us Lf he were a genter of light from whieh rays shot out 4i-
yeotly to individunls--and 414 not coroes,

Don'sa lean body snd flat-oheeked features with the palnezulz it of
right syebrow lent themselves readily to the plotures of age that his
iastinet for living made the interpretation of plausidle, Upon his firss
appearanes badk of the footlights bhe had heen wet with aprlsuse—wspontansous,
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happy, suthandie vegeption of that whiek elicks in mentel sssocistion with
the resl. Yo one had known who he wes, Ton had slmost dropped the pipe he
was about to plage between his teath when kis knees shook hin cut on the upe
stage floor to meet & sudden vild burst of applouse, but he gloweé 1 ready
gonfident poise whan the meaning of enthusiesm caught him,

And his bandp cerved him well, Uhen he stood at the moment befurs the
last aet curtein, hie hands outstrstehsd {n benedletion of the piuy's happy
ending, it seewed to Don that each glsnder dryeerisp of flnger pointed ite
fan ray to thoee whom he contacted, firm and true,

But there wae a let-down after the purtain.

Tuers is reslization of time and tte limitations in the sslf-lvething

that is the sensitive spirit's responms to applsuse

And here wss his safety velve, 7The gehool 412 not favor drszatie art,

A privats irstitution, 1te spcmsors well imbued with the ssnse «f richt and
wrong, it 4i¢ mot st all favoy misleading young people sbout {da2ax of esrvice,
To serve peonlse for the good of their 2ouls one must provide ther s gode by
whish to live~wand above all-«to judme the right and the wrong, Doun eould not
readily underatand that a right that was naid for was an unguestionahle right.
But how alse ¢oid s murdersy have hud & monorial erected on ths esnpus of
this worthy institution?

That sueh 2 memorial 414 sxist--az the most essential part o this insti.
tution of lsarninge--wns common Xnowledga, A large endowmant had undoubtedly
foatered sush a memorial., But, Don knew murder to be more saslly forgiven
than the alins of omiasion-~espacislly those which attasked tha aaniral unit
of man's endurance, the Samily.

The means %o the end was the ethiosl, Don remembered = 2truzsls his

mother had fouzht with herself over his and Daroy’s assoeiation with the
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for the bdonds of the flesh. He knew as = part of his groping, thst to be as
ons with individuals was sowething beyond mere commonplace, "Thare aye planes
of spiritosl sxletence whish we strive for in learning in experience, saud that
we attain only a8 we beoome unselfoonseious, ¥When we are oblivious of &xe
ternale, petity lealousies, goadings of spirit that lead us to dalitarate
attenpt at soeinl attainment shrough opss reeognition of thoge vho have powar,
we attnineewe sre recognized for our resl effortz for othess,” Don teld Tim
aftens Yet none of this seomed trus--not %o the mors ihen casvsl shserver.

Don sat, his rvight eyebrow sreked {n the question he lived, at open forum
mestings of the Y. ¥.0.A, group, and listened to discussions of rirht and wrong.
Don asked the leader, a man of years, oseupant of the school's 2ible ohalr, a
recognizned lsader ¢f youth, "How doos ons know the right’*

Thers wns 3 4istinet garwwph, o seraping of the gane sercez narrow odged
flaor bosrds, "The right boy alwys knows.” Aad Don was grestly troubled.
Tuat anower was flat. It hed no avenues that laad out.

He attandsd the Sunday Sohool Aisoussion group szain and asalin, “hon they
discussed the topie, "Does Popularity Pay?" and opealy spoka of ways and moasns
$0 win favore«for favor's sake, Don eould not see the worth,

i had often sald, “*Fersonality fa something one is born with and lives
down,” %®ut this open drittle-hard manalysis of "How am I to e a favorite” was
pot growth,

Pon ceased to attend thease disoussion zroups.

The grestest strife with Tim csme of thie problem, Tim had the boy falth
ia the orowd and 1ts sheer that Don had naver besome asquainted withwensither
in delief nor experisnce. And Doz scught the sesclusion that the drsfty old
domm had provided at Christmss time, Put he sought in wain. Ye knew he was
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most often tread upon heavily by those whose interests ave nearest and dearest,
Don's slossst associates kusw of ths guality they could all but grasp at times,
and they did not wish $0 tesr the tonder threads of spirit unneeessarily, DBug
Tim was too puch himselfl in tune with Don’s radietions not to cuestion their
meaning. His puritsnical, burrel-steve sxperience had the things of the spirit
pigeonhuled under neat sabulations.

And therein esntered the war of thess neur-kindred spirits, The surdbing
of youth's superiativity is growtk toward polise, Don kuew,
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108.

uttared. The Tiares zanl of insciration aolored his words snd netion,
*Yaars may el make me to sser ossusl,” Zoa told himselfl wpyly,

e wnz ancthad with positive ray of 1ight wammth vhan Lo map whe hmd
prrafzed e show of dramatic ahility sniled war:ly at Rig stzate-ert in elsasy
iz hook Iz povtioularly intersstinz beecaonmas 1Y so plearly sivesesz the ldea
that mas hes orsstsd Cod im bis own Lwage,” At lsset not all thess slders were
goinz to satreecizne what thay labelled s folgowe young mind see:inc eyoression,

Among thare voung reople at enllsre Don walked alone, s met thom in
daily eontnete. We sat with them st hull sessicne and contributed his views.
Tege eseniant were alvavg 230 seftle world problemse~the rogivivier of youth
set standspd {rvielebla, They knew rickt, 2nd sneh had a nebulicur, idealistie
theory for attuiring right--ench gould Juvipe. Fhile Don strove to refute the
right of thedr right to Judge he slware ruestioned his ovr thecry of riphtes
end kner 1% for Sudeing on the hnelr of kis own reegtion fer re hnew ne other
right to fndre, Tie favorits cusction wap, "Ané wshen did you it o4 the right
hand of Jedo® He induleed in radioelizr ap cuperlative ac rz olnimed the
othere® to %o whon ke dsnoing rvestiourn wag vader fire, Don loved Lo dange.
But the horys rore melntsined danelnr but sn expression of ike sex urce, Don
saild, "I%'z2 mrrolr o natural rhythmie erpressicn that hesine “or mord younge
sters tefom sey 18 more them m word %o them. Wistery siweyn rorevres a page
for the dence,” "™t pateric) minde hod no bnoviedge of & bigtory thot danoed,
op ahill =hly ohleoted that the Fessiirrs h2d danced st Chiriztrar Testivities
when sushincton erosssd the Duleurrs,. ‘rruruwnt led o the cex ‘veve asmin snd
aguin t11) Don tarst into such speech =8 hu usumlly svoided, "that does 1t
natter” hat 1feeus vou say--darcing lende %0 the testing of rforhidden fruity

Tho forbade it7 %hen i marricge marriage?® But that was not his truth; it
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110,

he wighed %o conguer. Thers should de no erossing light lines of sontaetes
the light that had strength as of flesh snd blood sovds--ever wulnsrable
to hurt beyoud sngulsh of ssre flesh snd blood, beyond mental anguish be-
ssuse 1t was of the apirit, unressonsd,

There was Tim--a0d4 his oreed of popularity., iAand so Don sousht te son-
quer himaslfe-nlong the route of least resisiance., He knew thisz, but he koew
the anguish of fighting thia battle soefally. A bock must de hie companion
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eonesrn now: there was enough fire in his blood,

When the doctor came Don wss in bed, Doetors are ¢ ssase of security
in many sasses This doctor was guarantesd in this came~<to Don's mother at
least. Ho wonder bops stand in awe of their mothers, Don thousht, A man
ney live a sensory existenge, little realizing knowledge--aven of exrerience,
but s woman knows and remembars.

sfiave you heern with any women?™ ths dcotor's leer was that pasty repuge
pance ha'd sat befors or the trein,

*Hoe I shought of thet?* Don snid over the rising rebellion his
stomach suddeuly beoame, He'd never belisve--not this dostor, Yor would
anyons,

Bis mother had not.

*§¥ho i there in whom one may trust when a mother does not trast? A
son trusts Lis mother degause ehe trusts hix, In whom am I to vlsee my
Srustt*

His bot gaze should have scorehsd his mother, dut she pursued the task
of the moment without perceptible Lesitation, “She has never trusnted nmy
father,” Don revenbered,

Toere had been reason in Don's attempt tc oreste home and Family from
his Chrietsan holideys in the 0ld dorm with Tim,

Don didn*t stop to think that a mothey sehools hersalf to easting off
her offepring, and has the inherent hsxdness of all nature in har convietion,
He had watched the mother bixd foreing her fledglings to use thelr winzs,

He was otly the more dependent upon the assurance he sousht in Tine.
sought kaowingly, 7Put the death that dalanocss life wes in his knowledoe
though he might, now, forget it. Tim muet be his all.

The doctor was seeurity againast any threat tc the body,
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Fellure breeds sucesss, Don thousht,

Don*a sublimations were fertils ground for this breedingz, Nis sloneness
had been, was, and must be resouree of mentsl and epiritusl growth, Nis knowle
sdge of fundamentals was an inkerent orne. He was leamning that such fundew
montels porsit 2ost of growth through deviation--srt is fostersd by deep
distress,

Don¥s experisnce and study had led him $o recognize the truth of sérength
underfoots lumigrants form the ascul of s stil)l shaping Americs ax Ton saw 18,
Individuais 414 that shaping., He saw that sesond and third zenerntions, of a
sadly deluded Tovelgn element, seeking = land of wealth and plenty, sought
sanll, or grant, politionl offiee, The still existing faith in ehimera lod
thess peonle to a profound falith in msterial achievemant-«before the days of
1989, Their faith led them $0 Sopsy-turvy action, The sad Justifiss the mosnge-
the means justifies the end.

To Don the sssential was inner growith which must come of psin, 4s hLe had
Joyed in expurienes that rent and rad:-ed nis finer ssnsitivitiss whils srowe
ing physienlly, h# nmow took each atshepain as & strength tribute, As ho had
been slow of sonfimmation then, ha wag now, There was wmueh that seansd of ne
significanse, But he knew that aotion and faot are condributionz %o the theory
of a pattarn high 1a living--a pattern which agoepte of & asshove of all things.
e had tried to be socinlly secaptable %o sueh pattern and he intanded contine
uanoes, Put he hsd foumd littls that zave lizht to the apirit {a 2 pattarn
narrowed ¢ asosy»t of only s0lidity, Don's patterns acospted of lighte-and
hoped for Cleme,

Don smused himself with the perfect ztory of the Christ whoss pattern was
of e¢olors he know no ons who had exught, There seemsd to Donm to hnve been &
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but he head nons of these, snd he 41d heve youth's desire %o estabiish himself
on the sgirength of his own wings. He had worked for his eolleze exiensedew
he'd wor: his way into eventual recognition, He had no drears of maisrial
grandeur, Ys 414 have a sense of service, "What I have done, in the material
sense, Ifve cuown youngsters--girla--zueh younger than I to des Whaet I can
40, anymme can do,” Don seld--and tnew he'd said 1t often,

#hen at last Don walked in nurmd thoughtlessness, not anring longer what
might happen, he was offered & job, Others hed gone out to surrosed axesllent
positionse The support of friends of rarents no doudt hed hewed m pakk for
some of theees Don had depended only upen a good word here or there that way
have been coudeseendingly grented, Ome of the instructors whose ralersnce was
moat ssssntisl, repeatedly forgot to write letters, And Zhnse jatters that
he wrote wers mported by his searetary to be of a form be used for all aliks,
Fe doudt ke vas a wise old man. 7That he was understanding Dun knew, or he'd
onge told Don that be always enjoyed hiz plsy work., The zan must have bsen
soeislistie in tendemoy, Don thought, Ons Shing was certain, ke knsw that
litale, esunted of great significsnos, really muttered,

That 1is work and his job were but those of millions wes rot Don's eone
oerse !'is was youth's ever new Sonyuaste«thet of & world all hie own, Yet
he same o §% »1th kis own unveagoned wisdcm, his fortitude of lirtht-senred
knowisdzra, Inerverisnes of the way o ihe world wes still sz mudh his heri-
tage 22 ny yorth's. Fe had the fight common to the young--rlus snother bhee
goming icevensingly comson, The fight of spirit growth scecopss much of
6&330:5 and perversion is the Jjoy of growing reslizstion of =more lz gunguer
witiine lon would nesd his spirit sazurance of light. But he wes ssimuinely
of the unheeding young.

Theve wad good fortune in having work that ocould keep one physically
alive and doing: which might provide evsnues for spiritus] zrowth,
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Don thought of the teashey who had come toO ses him when he'd sprained
his snkle years age. She had sat in the sliim gray pesk that was the new
house and had talked fluently. She had tslked dig words., In the wind's
swesp on the potted lendseaps Don shought bdig words useless, Tut they hed
fascinated hin, and he hed always souzht those new to him, ¥hen he had taken
& vosabulayry test he'd beon firat in clans but one, snd that one was 8 woman
of some sxperisnse, the wife of the elty supsrintendent of sehools, who was
taking s degres at the sonvenient e¢nllege, Don's rank had been better than
that of a boy who now was a Rhodes Seholar. Don had known this boy sines
kis grade school days, for he top had bu; at the Indian sehool in the boom
sown, one of Mrs, Leats's children, Mrs, lests hed oot oampaigned iz vein
for bhettar schools,

The knowledge and use of big words hed not dimmed Don's sense of their
futility in asture's symphony. Here words were only scunds to form overtonss
of cadence with the wind in the grass, the rustle of lsaves~if there were
trees, Tress took on worshipful besuty in a land that nurtured a few, Don
would walk many miles to seo & tree,

Youpgnters brought preairie dlooms to the classroom. The land thnt was
prairie graszs aould be little slss, for fts undermining had mude it useless
for oultivation, Its rolling swesp would hove served as excellent wheat land
had it not yielded eoal, NHow ao nearly flat land hald coal nsay ths eurface
was wonder to Dom, who thought of scal as the produst of mountains whoee lower
strata had been ferced up by exovesive lava steam at great denth,

And the youngsters brought thess bilooms to the alassroom to minzle their
faint odors with the heavy fetidness that deecreased little in this rromise of
spring--soring that repewed light assurznes for Doa, Gropinr his way to under-

standing was less the blind fusbliing in physienl and wental fog. Hers was

something of lizht Stranscendance,
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lss,

But nighte brought e nearer fever than this to Don, Hia Peflure to his
charges loot waight in the darkness of failure in himsslf, for he souszht to
hold by %he ties thet yan light rays from him--in Sruet to oveveower Yhose
others whogse affection he sought and nesded,

The unsatisfaotory letters he still sxehanged drought cut sonsolidated
truthe that had not deen formlsted when Don dould meke his physical mresence
& threat, Nighta of sleepless blackness bLrought thase truths, ¥Hs rend the
luce seared 1o his mind by Tim's letters: "You not only wish to 4raw ms to you
in tender solieitude, but you wish to bHind me there--helplessas.made to aet as
you adte~tc think os you thinke-to ges a8 you see, You wish to make 81l the
fine you ¢ontact in thome you oars for your light and your right. Your indivi-
dualism 15 a replete Donism that i{s vulture in 1ts nature of absorption, You
would leave me 1o soul of my own,™ Asd Don knew much of this was true,

His was a dominant mnature, growing,

He lay in the night in ssensate swelling waves of counter rosentment and
self-abuse, Yor all his yoarning love for discerning interloeringe of mind,
soul, and body ecprehension he defezted his motive by confuzing the end %o
the ones he scughte He head no way of interprating his full intention, and fell
back upen assusizg himself, Don eald, "I am utterly selfish.” His aching dry
syes olosad in racked sieep at dawn when hia body no longer rasizted the opiate
rest that is not rest dut a dream torture,s Don tried to refute by a *Thia i
8 dream, nnd I cun wake to grin et it-esomething I cannot remsadber,” DBut he
did¢ venerbhar the nerve torture, the spirit unvest, that made his weseotions te
stimull hazy as if the nerve snds had beon teasmsd ocut of sontaet and distress
signals were i:s rasponse of sach stimulus,

The drive of thls tormen? Dou sought to appesse in new effory,
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flaceidity was both without and within, It was like the steaming mase of a
vegetabls stew where no vegetedble longer retains its identity. Don enjoyed
this over-heated condition, That sleep--or that wakefulness-jangling nerve
ends which are halueination-~had made Don's hands to cover his whole bhody
with a sentien¢s that held him prone, Now his whole physieal and mental being
wes B plaséia blend in the power of sentisnce that to Don became as ascendencs
of spirit, Only the press of his feet on the ladder rung made him feel, But,
when under eaves that required the tipping baek of his head so the wet brush
might be aslathered along pine corniee board, the tearing of musecle and tendon
was of the flesh., The galvanized tub Don had lain in when Darey sat on his
neok was real again while Don painted under the saves, It was real for long
after,

As Don slathered wet paint brush to erumbly fibered pine boarda, his
father handed him a card. This time Don was to teach in a mountainous
section,

Agsain, he was to attempt the mass tranafusion of lighte-the untangling,
yot meshing, of Bis light rays that was his chief means of contaet, The sym-
bol was necespity to his grasp of hia hroblem.

He bathed in the cresk. The water cool and sensate, as it brought normal

heat to the plastic flesh, It is in recurrsent contaot with natural forces that

one senses she why of sublimatiom,
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Don wrote his mother of thess peoples OF looking out the round porte
hole window of his narrow stateroom to the wateyr lapping asgsizst {t, To
the landludbar these otean sights ard ssnsations wepe wonder, ™e roll apd
rise of the deck was a Joy to Don. Mo trod the deck with sy easy zivide thed
knew tie rise and liet as akin 0 the roll of windswept pralris. The wind
here had no grest humldity and ofter ths gowsep was ss one with that of the
pralries Toe water was grewen and ruffled in grest waves that ssemed merely
to lap szalnst the steamer's blsek ivon streteh,

And there wmare purpoiss--{'lying fish had been seen nesy land; thers were
always birds, The seall birds that were vonder to Don, How had theyv come
hore, and vwhere 414 they ever rest? Then, when on the weathor deck Ploor,
Don had scon the manure sprinkled canvas, DBut there were nasver say bipds
about %3»3. night or dey, when pessengers were on the wesiler deck,

The passencers made a home of this boat, The publie achool musie fa-
#tructor had been around the world mamuy timea., Dhs read her meroirs of her
srip down the Nile, when she had lost her baz and all ber elothing, for she
wag a vraniided 1ight traweller. "ot how 414 you menage?” Don astsd as he
sysd Ber rotund short figure. "W¥ell, there was another lady--shout =y sige
o the shin,” she smiled. Don found her menoirs most ammsing, Apparently she
had not had, or had not been adble to record, s thought thet would lend one to
believe she'd experienced an unBaedeker smotion,

But the "little® lady was 0ot 2@ mueh the naive as shs wrote, Her
Sravelling companion was & psyohlatrist, 4 most masouline flat-schested and
Jean~finnkoed sedessrian lcoking woman of great lachrymoas nnsnl sriremity,
the length of whieh suggested charaster. Don was most impressed with the
sagla~pisres of her gase from Densath gray shaggy eyebrows, hizh ssrrow brow,
and iren gray mopesoregile bhair of & mannish eut. The Doetor®s lechrymose
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loved to ahow the stones that told of mouls, It is this erystaleiiguid
story of souls that I would live, Don thought,

Zandrlveod sud teskwood-~oarved snd crnate--wsre msnscarved to Doa while
$he great elabs of lapislazuli and sguamsrine, polished as they sers--ssemed
to bizm untouched, snd fn their o seentrute of sky and ses Dos found the mest~
fng of things ke hed kpown, of preivie sky that he thought earrisd the Sefwe
on promise o the winds--%0 the preiries Hore it all was in eoneentrate,
*The stuff fros shich the souls of msn are melted.”

4néd the 11ght of these stones wee ne the light of Don's sxperiense,

Coming cut from the harbor, amidst fast eouttling whits of ferry bests
$hat seemed fer below, was & high swvizging stride sgainst storsme-tonsed ine
coming tide, The rise waz hard to be:r epninst, but Dom sought 4t snd refused
the rerucet of & fascineting movie perscn in derk glasscs-~ic come bolww %0
his stateroom. Mo Joyed 4in the flewme touch of & rough-eold wind that howled
arourd tha deck snd billowed the sauvas of the fore deck unsil Don must edge
bis wny puat the belly of this swell in the grip of & gela that tore his
slothes tight tu the skin unti) they were as ncthing, and spivit played in
the sindi-~ovor lifting winge againut the wind 1a rhythm with the rize and
swall of ceenn that the boat strode like a great rvooking horse,

Thet the movie persen was a feaud, or wished to be, was evident, He
wore dark lenses of & 2130 that sheded his fage beyond essy resopnitiosn,

He ke;t spart, snd yet he sought Don and spoke with him freesly. e spoke of
the ways of siage pecple--always of Limselfl es less than & bit player, and
now he sought & part in & pleoture to bs mede by Fola Megri, who was t¢ attempt
s tomebaek to sereenland. He said he had known the ster and was depanding
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surf. On every other street come wes the sign bdoard of some eult that
promised the assense of life and living. FPeople sesking tn live fovever
in the eun,

Don saw one man who stood bdefore s chureh, a typleal world.svar ahureh,
and gursed in loag-winded steady rize and drone of word flow, HNo one was
thers but the man, no one to hear, and Don knew that he too fousht the forve
of gravity snd w»ished to live in the sun, The man had reassr to surse &
world-cver stureh, no doudbt, dut Don wes osriain that one whe cureed material
things sougzht meterial things.

As he smiled at all this bosh over mediums, he remembered his fathar's
tongue in hie sheeak when he had teold of the goslings, or when he had sesn an

11lefittine horness,

¥hile the eity wade little realistic impression on Don, he 414 see the
comopolitanien of parks that held many nationalitias in port-twantye-nine
inertis, Or was 147 He saw meny nstionalities--and heard them spesk as
shey browsed amnng books written in thelr own lengusges in librarvies that
hed rwrny lsnsusge seotions. He sat vhere he might watoh the Tarks, in fex,
whiles he vead Zilgrid Undestt.

¥e saw that the federsl bulldings here were old, and =any of them mere
shaeke, Tiidings hore ssamed but rakeshift atructurss, The sual-twonty
eine rebabilitation hed not reashed ihis utopis famed eity that was Aslly
suipning ou¢ the homeless sho sought its warmth and lusury in faod adundange,

The exposition grounds were s shabby haste~born shoek to native sensi-
bilitys Orest studio structures srread over seetions of land in hideous tar
and felt paper tutters. If a motion ptoture industry wers to be 457 fervent
froe any other that deatroyed to ereste, 1t amst change i{is means %o an enfdee

or it zust cover its trackas.
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Shops wers sveryshere open to ths atreeste, even barber shona, These
open markets vers Interesting, thelr stacks of peas and deans perfeel 2e0e
metrio basiet-rsave blocks, aometimes five foot oubes, or sunas of enual
diameter. The Jape and Chinks who worked in theso markets rms® work night
and day, snd for small wepes.

A great mazk of humanity strucaled in units, but not in wnison, The
oriental sousht to undermine, The feireat of the vhitss fran tha nost vige
orous slimatas sought office, Nelither ¥new they zouzht othar then personal
aggrand { zerente

Thay but waste thelr efforts bBaceruse they have never rnowa, or have for-
gotten, that the assursnes they ssel must cope of winning over seif, ¥hn
man lesyas Yo live with hiwself, he :nows the right to live «ith, »nd for,
others, Ton thousht and knaw he had thought 1t often,

Prn resevheyed that the Indian tnok evarvihiag o be iz cwn,
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the slad, Boys were snoouraged post, OGirls had & way of vielng with ons
another--with teacher. Boys who hated English were doing thinzas that were
not Bngiish to theme They odould tell now to drive a trastor and vore, mueh
sores Ons boy wrote of a "Hight on a tructor” in & marner of reality that
masters might aduire. But ke declared, "I hate English"eesnd besaws Don's
friend, Nis writiiig exposed beauty that he knew of only se the night's
work,

literature, gueerly smough, was most snjoyed for the generality rather
than tha apeecifie and suggestive term, The pericdis of literature were a
matter of correlstion with other study--diography mush stresssd-.sceial
significancs slways., The youngaters saw what the mirror reflsocted and spoke
and wrote of it, Ones boy sald, "Thess slassioists seld sorethingeebut the
romanticlots-sbubi® Yet he too gquoted remanticists with eoffest, Don stil)
wondered 4 there ware alvantage in this attempt to stimulate appreolation
from without, *lat them oreate their own world happily, with no added
weight of the great unrest? Don cuestioned., Yet he tried to snrend lightew
thinning its warmth as he leid it thiek,

Fia own interest lay naturally with the romsentieally suzpestive, He
nost aprrecisted that art which implies far move than {s easunlly ohasrved,
And because his apprecistion was growinge-was yot young-~his tendensy to
diffuse =l)l he met with its glow was the stronger.

Sheakespeare was Srematized, and of what one hated ancther nrovided enjoy-
nent for alls All the Borld's a Stage acontributed seven ages to each ardent
imagination, postures deing what the individual thouglt a forest might dest
provide for,

The best in this mutuality was the give and take. Youngzsters vere ever

ready to give, for Don gave sounstantly and despite frequent nerve-wracked
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unconsciously to have been of that other who had said, "the lizht fantess
tie toe." That the less awake of the youngsters dubbed this authar "the
great fantastie toe® ouly added %o interest,

Froz “Myself am Hell™ grew fntonations, The inevitabls ~ueation of
what 12 sin becanms paremount. Don weloomed 1t. These youngaters were, of
course, aware of & recognized sin, Don asked, "And who made = sin a sin?®
Be wasn't averse %o defenting the humorous youngster by himself addinge-
"the Chizese?® Bat they did take thls mstter sericusly; the nuestion too
of what is God--and espssially whet was defore God came of these diseussions,

Here Don unnconseiounsly indulged in his wenkness Tor absorbing others
fn the aurs of light ssanation, What he knew for wisdom he led others to
know also,

win Pirst grew of sconomie neesasity for definite svelal patterne~~
8 hosse unitess Pamilye~large~-so it misht de an independent unit, And
around thisz unite~for its presayvatione-grew the definition of sin”,
Illustrations wers ready in the ninds of these youngsters who knew the
basie rote of esatablisted social ¢reed as they knew three msals a day and
bedtine,

And Don traced with thess growing mivds the establiishrent of & diee
satorship~-i1s various evils ia darter of, or upon, humsn flesh, hlcod and
spirit, A diectatorship that seemed self-imposed by 2 peorle vhose vote is
blind: a people who forget that human baings make promises %o win selfe
aggrendizesent and keep them only insofar as they further self-interest,

*No you meen that we do not bave any honest public.spirited citizens?™

was & Treguant veriously voloed gueastion,
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CHAPTER THRENTY<FOUR

¥inds highly losalined fwed on thei own carrion.

The tiny town is absorded by its own sense of sint all those who
contugt 1t puet be abeorbed therein by its selfeinposed law of aose
pensation,

Next dcor tc the douse whers Dop lived wae the houe of the town's
bank preaident, His wife found him in the basenentee-what was left of
hize %hat there was of his head lolled in fussless bButohersd tloode
driad horror. A shotgun lay in thiok blood upon the cement floor while
his body sat sreot in a work chalr, & oleaning rod acrose hie knees,

There wus only this question of & man who had lost fase,

His wife fled from the town in serror,

The bank depositors lost their heads whon the hank president lost
fuoe.

The bvank failed then,

e s R e e

Don lived in s new house tha$ looked adross Srecless spase soward
anothey hounee at the other side of the Llook and fueing the saue direstion,
A ehurel atood between and fmoed the house where Don lived,tut it was on
& laege 1ot and 414 not blook the view of the house aorossy The old couple
with whom Don lived never tired of talling that while thelir louse was delag
built they had been in the bmsement tnd had heard shods, the whiazz from
whioh same near. They found the rifle lesd in the bLasenend whers they stood.
The mon in the house beyond the chureh had shot his wife and then himself, and
he had not spared shot,

And there were other such stories,

They had their {ntereat.

The housswifs where Don lived wue intent upon thon, Her brother
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often wished to doe~nor wore than I would do 1f I could not roalize that
soseons oured thas I lived,

"1 know you eare, Othars do tooe It is werely that sbe sannos
so8 it." And Dob said all Lhe would over say whars ssying was of ao use,

Yot the remerks on the strest were, "#o the old girl suffed 1t ehy” "Yeah,
Soared out.” Yellow stroek, buh?* “Boy, that®s 00d4.*

Doa turned %o his puplilas,

They were opon 50 sug;wtion,

Doa, %00 must feel the soratoh of lescivious tongues, Thore were
always those who openly inquired, "iho they gonta fire thie year?* Don
alwayz shrugred in avawer, or said, Y suppose I'™ aa good candidate for
that honor as another.” aAnd he was guoted,

Put these were matteras--like death-«pevsr realized tili eurfew knells,
Don knew, of ¢ouwrse, that parched minds gcek refresiment from the substance
wost wasingly at hand, BEvery asmsll cozsunity Jepenis upon 1ts taxekept
sohools for 133 sxlatanos: a part of that existense sust be entertalnsent,
All man spo $sught thelr right @0 judge as assentisl to ontertainuontes
the plosmure of living, Don waz just %00 aslf-absorbod st the moment to
be aware of hinselfl am entertuinur--to others than the youngsters of Lis
classroome~and had thase people not enough entertalmment in thely desaths,
suigldes, and murders?

“ s, ... -

¥hile he had lost mach of the traanquillity of the light that was hie
in the foree of deily routine, stiil he had not become absorbed. This 1ittle
worlid of 1istls defeats 414 not eore within the horizon oF his larer expsriencs.
Don evan saild, "iive and let live“=wyet repalled his repugnunes at the voleling
of *live and learn” negligenos that wes 8o constuntly on $he lips of brigat

young people whow he knew to be esught in ths sires: o7 supfaus irsunstencs.
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Zush philosophy meant defeat of the inner conselousness.
There s much to be rejected in learning surfuse faeots of sxistence,

he knsw,
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And Don was breanded with the eoiling snake hies of questionse«*ihat
is tiiz pecple eall a Christian?™ He hed been anong thoss who fillsd the
presceription for the multitude, and never one had deen sbove ereed and the
preponderant sway of petty materisliom,

The masters 1o philosophy were alzple sucugh S0 satisflye-and Don saked,
"If you know wou know, uhy ssy it9* lansuage lether scummed over truths,
whioh they 4id ssy: what the Oretas and Kitty O'lears kaew without saying.
But Dos had spent oo meny tedious hours wading through the dust liast rolls
under the bed of the minls of the maasters. Iat the birds cheep truth, and
babies mouth it, Instinet t0ld mam what reputed wisdom 414 no move than
varify,

"§hat philosophy do I hear from those who bulld of eterual thingse.
the men who have made men to fly7*

Don's blagk nizhts were but the morve a tridute to truth, and he felt
the fuzz that must be teaned away to be positively elouding pereaption.
The sentience of his bands as they grew %o cover his body was a symbol: a
brain fogzed in mexe of possibilities of truth finds expression the more
difficulte-the more Regessary, "Hn eannot live without the light of
simple truthe~thersfore he tears st these vells of fog--to be horn again."
The dark of aight was struggle to master the torn substance of soul that was
being suffoeated, and the toasing struggle of bhody fought the ssntliense of
symbol handge-hands that were of material sxistence holdinz scul end mind
%0 soeial patterns, carved like the God ereated in man's imeve, to justify
what revained tangible when basie truths bhecsme fogged in the lint dusd
rolla under the bed., "A ehlld wigzles »nn hia Yelly under the bed-in a
dreax world truth is eimple-~Nol Kol this 13 the dresm, The ¢hild knows
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heart best, The puss of water trickle prevented shinning from roak edge,
and Don rested in this wedge~-his fest looked in the orevice far sbove the
thin bright thread of water that borely murmured,

Triz wedge was to hold him lonmg enough for his thoughts to shape, *I
hove bounded azuinst men's conventional precepts and I've beon eought in e
roek wedow.” As Don equirmed his ribs looss and esught foot and hand-hold
in the mose slipvery rook wall, he winted to laugh., That he tnd no bresth
to leugh with made him wish to laugh the more. A quivering heap, he lay at
tha erevice sdge vhile tears saited his lips,

The sun rays Eait medle points in foeus upon his liwmp hody, and Domn

felt thelir wareth atir creative light reszponse in him, *That fools we mortals

be,” he eviad and, Jumping to his feet, satretehed his emws to tls aky of
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*1 don't eare what anyons says of me provided I do not lowse my breed
and butter,” Duon said«-and knew he 4idn*t mean 1%,

Sour greopes-~-~defense mechaniems, ¥hat a useful part they play,

T™he negative 1s nscessary to the aative positive, Don inew,

Don fell baok upen the humorcus, "then I grow up,” &3 hs looked al the
dry-orisp sikin of bie hands, This veriod of arrest made hiw to realisze
FOArS.

#hen the man a% whose house Don had lived while working at ths lob
whieh hed proved too much came to ses him, Don 414 not know that he hed
been found hanging by & rope about his sneck from the rafters in the garegees
hanging bBut still breathing, if unconseious,

*dy wife 48 now in the state hospital,” he said with a senuine ssdness
of regret.

*fou did what you oould,” Don ansvered, and when the man hed laft he
reonsmbared his owa words, "it's no more than I would do if I enuld not
realise thet soweons oared.® And Don know the man had come bscause he oo
remembered, and bessuss he knew that Don too had lost in a stirange gene the
highly loeniized mind plays for its entertaeinment,

A W e A e W A G W A e e W
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where nerves reasped sgeinst one ancther--snds striking like soskes--and
no bells renge

Bat Don wepteson his lest oyumpled bill. "It's such e sensoless
ganble mnyhow,”

Hs wes thereweand ho wans glud of the derkness. Yaves of dloak night
gt mede this loss an ordesl. There was snothsre-another sho sought
this jobeessolinpeegseking in the night. And Dom kuew this other s well,
He know his enger, his lsughter, und his unshed tears, Thore hed boean a
fiower basket, end angor sorewled peges burned on the stalr of the drafty

0ld dormesa 1ert of memories thet in sublimatlion of subdonscicus bednme
prasent, snd lisht glismey ef future. Fo past,

There was = ride in the nighteeand looking beek at & tomn that wes
blinking perellels of light--besuty of blask night light.

A kindly o)d zan, who was u dcotor as well w5 & board dignitery esked,
"ind how does 1t feel to beo overheuled like thiz, whan you sre your own
nevohendise?”

The kindly usderstanding was warmth and Don knew e friend bere. I
foo)l like & bores who 10 heving his teeth exmuined,” Don saideebut 1% wma
Just scmething %o say,

And Don wes much relieved when he sould he spart from this species of
entortainment ot whieh he was no ertist. His sudience was too far removed.
There wea no sywholic footelight to release his own surchargs of emwtion,
*How ¢an I be wderstood--cut of ny sediom?®

The experience waas too mueh forged for Don to groatly guestion the
pragsente of thet other--for him to renew any consclocus aosovisticn,. This
was another routine of reflex.



Now defest was accepted beseuss 1t had been azxpestad, Thaw wes
no realizatfon of resrinimetion tomrd thet othor whosie resonce but
hlsnded in shadows of givoumstancs. 7Ton's tnertis had not truly been
plerced by thiz episofe for his enotion #2111 was sbeyant. And expoote
tion hnd longe beer hip gremt dresd,

Do knew thet Tix had this job,.
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axternal weys wuld bust leave e elone--aipsst none of the matariel oon-
vertionnlitisaws? mizht 1Sve without ¢ weapon,” Don ressonsd to himself
in half drews thinking,

"Jertuinly this darkeayed Indien kmews the wmyst ie scwmethine, yot he
wizhen abown &11 alse to be left slone~-alops.® And Dob knew that it wae
his duty to knen thie Indisn quality of aloneness whieh nothing reslly
perturbed, Than he pould be in riythaie srrphony with all neture,
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164,

Hors wes the boy whose Indian blood told kim thet he kuow, Abd Don
looked vt his eyes end said, "There's the finensss of truth in his besause
he's so noeyr the so-called pagen. YEven though his truth $s not the truth
of man~tnds goelel benefit-~atill his truth ie thet whioh is Ywue of the
beginning of thimga. Dut now we are sll middle--nnd there is no begimningee
no end, S0 whet be seye fe often & 1ie besause it has only been hils oune
veniense So thisk 1t. 9Yhen his thinking doess not seeord with wmine, I aay
he liles-wien I do not deduoct in sosordance with ren's adherante to apoew-cld
induotive thourkt grooves, I an in disoord. Humenity nesds to get into rew
varse if 1t 15 to be adle to heve Teith in itself. %e heve had encugh ine
duation. ‘e now must deduct--becnuse there's nothing else left %0 do. e
oannot yet iy beek to the kinahip with nature when end whers o expreseion
of fmatrstion wns nocessary--when no god in tent's inege was., Ut we SMetew
wa must 1o becke I% 1z the lewsegreater then men's pstterns.*

Then Jon knew. HEe knew thet his suboonsoions world had desertsd Hawe
ho would kpow 4t mow, trengitorily, a8 he slveys hajeebut he oould wo lange
ar live iz it nlose,

1t was beesuse of the power of dark acul-expressive oreas,

How he muet szein brush st the dust rolls frow pages that amothered
his intuitive inowledge until he eould mo longer fesl intensity of light,
The nearenset sotinge of his mind lsd closed its doors. He smust move on
restlses tived feet o8 he brushed--brushed et dusive 1int rolls $c meke e
prasent snd future sore positive .

And with this sdvansement into the fields of conscioushess, snother



148,

ey in & path yezously treed, grew the convietion of & resopnition of

all tnings. “Y must lemrn to fnog myself and othexs fully. I must ace
capt of all thet le--only to relegste to eonseiousness whet I nsed,” Don
thoughtewnnd inew that he must regein and preserve hias threed of 1ight, and
it nust he prescrved as & ¢cleer unfevered light thouph 4% misht heve the
foroes of, end be sa etertling as lightning,



BOOK FOUR



PATH

Bom

of 4isillusion
I'm gisd

to walk

Alone

a path

Apart,

alien

to othara,
Alone,

dorers,
illusion

stepe aside
and all-wise
Orientts
disgulass

of Srue
passion

finds expresaion
in simple,
golleloss
frustration,
Unaffeoted
sudblimation
tears the wvetil
of flesh

and lust,
Spirit rests.



Ayreuciewovs puy  *Buiqeaves puv ‘erqudve ‘pesutof-eBiuy spuRy el Cpeanlls
~BIP AOUOUDS PUY eIBeA PN APOQ ® PeLLILD 4T Ing--Funoi--eus puncy uog

LPUTR B gea

oxegy  *souuideson 8T300p jumndde sien EuASILRd AR-~FUITRTIS JUBISUCD WOLY

pOTERTIZ 37 Ipedwad L(uo jou Iyey °PEZITUOIUN UGWOM JO ®ysRely Pujuuyyy Juny

~XOWTS PUV SYEIYF POUSAOTYS ‘seull vjum Fupdnq--Lpoq JO eveupivazMe WY LTuo

poaoys Fulail Jo 0wy IV *aounydecon puTIq juvew Ppro Fuyaodd moua o) pede

~o1PPIE ATTdmnid 43 olem exeyl °*yYiud v souy SYFIm YOTUA moux o} LIeseeoeu 3§

epem e¥pnf 03 IFIX ey Nq--pegdesor Lisnocjowad eq of sIem Juyl susesiwd oOf
POITI (T8 oldoai~~Seseuls #,U00 TI® U] #fdoed JGPIO ANVEZ SI04 XN MON
w'ind ® guo YIS T 04

*SATT Jenm sun  CDegANe 6Q
o8 ‘adux 40U 9y *Lj1ove0cU JO ‘sws JandW] 04 03an wEeTI6X 39OIF 4y IBI

a® * * *pUOL ApIA ey Buy

-MOTTOJe=3Nn0 BEi0) 6Y3 03 PUINSOJUOS $ny Wi I eoTOA SYUY ST aIeyy seern) °*Buy

~BIUNELY JO S@0IYZ ) UL--0NOILBIP Lo6P JO ODIOA D--00}0A DULLIe ® ul SOyl
BROOQ JO YAoK oY, OOURITIIUBIE eyy 'pInom sdearw oy ®s *jufinoe uwoy

*ueny poddes *sejizeue iy pegaouqe

szeydeouse SFWTIO0 oYy uUTWiY *SYINI§ TRIVEWNPIMI UL SGGU[T¥ JO UDIIHTANOD

ZPUUT 03 YNL F00q puw JeHLRY eduniuwy YIncayy seNes o4 R o4 ‘grele Sunod
Y3 Jo Spulw eyl Fuows WY PRl OF Bua UOTION 04 YTWO SINY suoreq sug

*qof 8 WA

81 *e¥an LTsuys v Bupyweds UOTROE JO PLIOa W JO TOQUAR ey3 Rux 1 *sUCHURS

2348 PLOY pusy esoum JejeBuncd AqqRa¥ sy3 Jo s09J Jusursdedwy eyy ju e oy

SII06D Uopphs u peseserddns LT0X0q PpuR JOOp (3 O3-~-S9he €14 wOIJ s}iseus deers
200U eFRTIIT Juiqand L1eecdo~~jues o4 ‘wiBole] O3 DPRAISOSS um(] TOYR

‘o8t



oG NG  *eNpnf PUNe-3115 IUDTM £0Y3 HOIUR U JNUIO0 BUTIIOJHOD We-§XOJWOO
® SUL833B0 JTOYS PURO; FPURK OSCYs EsONy XOJ woyssaxdxe G (oMM 0O EuM

sousdony Tweisdgd SR J0UY peuxvey oy °Fujouwp uy Lof S, UOC WA eXeyl
*£inseg ¥ncaq offe

ede Fujvaeewiy 4% O *UINGL uy wexP oyp ,cforrq sawed guiy eseUlIng oY%

30 SWONTUA SRCTORIT Uy AT e em jeyi uawd v en euPIY ey [WIUEL SROUR

8213 JO Tewks ¥ €3 sJ0TL *mouy nos usys 3j2yde pUR pulw Jo Aruo 91 Wirof
*RUIBACK JULY PUTH UL BT 44 TMIRG © SR OWS0 PUINJS §,UOPIWC I

*aTVuUYAS W mOXQele JUFLS ATy ‘sreninielm uy pIvE voy ,*ssisvicede

Jo o o0 wy; ov eTqeidedsr ¥ sewnfer HETuIRy Lpoq esoddns I, vYedwuy aag

@3y Ul pewwsd puY uew po¥ eygy sw Lqauye aw Huteq B Ul PURDI @4 JENHe-LpOQ

ST PUA 3Gy LJOJUIOQET UIYY OF N0 POTIJLD Q IR IWY3 TTe--3uinos v of e

3eqy TIy  CJedus UY JTVY BUTUNTYR #7Q PEJIEACOUTD WO ng  *juFies pepype pue

popunca sawsd sv InJYInod exom umod® eawy 03 pemess Lpoq 993 3nq YeFe Jo sluee

aen #iwaTyw PEY spURY #TH  *£poq UMC U3H PAIRe] oY ‘wijxeny Tejueuw peIyqyYuUy
JO SBIPUNG ATSOPTS SUHL WBC O JeU) sOR  CeURQINetP Tem Tworaiud eyl

*OJIT ATuo #TY owwo

~83 YOJIees 9N *EPUe GAJSU U0y JOo puooelp BurRueag » eum uog Yolyeus sum

eeeoene UStx *HINIY TUITA JO P6UCH POLRQ OYlZ O% FUOTINGANOD pPUw FumIeUTwE

LpxeToyes lums ewue) O} IOUIPY eEFenPuel STIORUD WOII sTewun] JyEnowy w0l

03 Afivedd pecleq UOIRENORIP JIOWL *ualjolAued Duw eEpeTacuw Jo puncsd
~XPuq juNdd © WoXJ Aphys eREE O3 PIP VU ‘U0 YIIM SeSIUTe PRY g

‘sony wog ‘umo iey--3udyx

¥ 30 UOTILTANOD JOURY H4TA em0TF eqgp  *uls Of Pemoes &y ATAOTT  Ulaom

JO BuE oM AOUY 03 ¢GINOS puve-3uPnoeag juemow Yowe jene pefofue wepyen

*gap JoJ Y304 Ry TOJIVIA U] *UIEAT ©f ofaun 93T Wik TIN! $N0--uralIsoun

Ru 2O anodi--eanPl $uOX3e 814 JO v0ie eyl WOUL 6IVW B WINOL PMmOJ noy

*451



oY 8T 3ls ‘POWIMB] UOY CPIVS PUY SUC POLe-XIWP SU3 UOJ PYOY IBYiouw ,*pInos
qouded TUERo" Ou GANE O oA 4BUA OMOUY Ue3JO S D (ITM WTIdx wn puodeq wiy
SPROT Jeyl FUTYIewOs JO 6DDATAOUN ¥ SUY Wi CWIY JO Jwe) PRY ATrees ueq X0l
SPUBLTJEY SALONPUT~398I U PUY OUn L0 Pele~NIBp WY ‘edusnrul Luusdun uw
207 uoTiuAndex w suA DOuIVE oY AUWn  *WINL T4 OF PeTas eH C*exods ey woya
JO pesp SIGYL JO STROR eyl aue aoy weie ,0U0 BIYY UYL °UHW JO s{uoe PUNP
o3 £q pel eSSUYDTI SIUL MCU SV o 08 PUOIAQIIATCL OTWEO® SN0 ST YL JO
SPOUYOYZ eyI~~geouBduiylou puw NN, 'pRuINIUINN ‘Ua0 SIY W0 A(swOT0 ARS puE
duozd oqi jo Inc suA aY UeNx 'POOLSIOPUN $Y ESNBOE] AUINOS UOQ WOUM NI
«iOTP 08 3T T I9R. *Axenb e,u0g JJO PedBnays Leyy
*SBie DPIO-~S04® POXIY UT [PIUGP UITA 3 POLIO
PUS~«, S]P Ox #OILIOMOL, "POTAO ATIud ogn myswisnysue Funok Proy ey ,*yuewow
BINY UW) JOiedd A8 GOSBEX B R WXeWL, °*$05I0J 0U PINOK SGe--0THEON 04
«~TURPIATPUT ST 3543 AURTT ¥ JO UOYSOTANCS UMO SIH WYL JoJ--3uyy s OF
A3 39T 03 Py o puw ‘ye-mee- SINJUGADE Z03%0lB Yeee op isearesano foxisep
03 WNIRUD 0P e yInm LYy, *UYSSTS Wiy umo J1eqs ut Lof Twingwu 3w Aeqy
~e{poq JO URPING PEZTUROONT ¥ YITs OY~~UMO WYY Sum YOIVNE STy} aeuv ey
‘ufuta WRO ITEYY JO $ENP YEW U] pEjeNuelq
881004 #XFT-MI0N DPAARTI0 JO PO B-~GWETJ 847 4N0QE EYLOW JeYyaF pInOm
duw qota ¥ jo Leumyyd TIWE SUS AOY PAISQEeESX WOQ °*qTRQ INHTT @ 3n0QE jeey
Fupqesoos Puv JUPIT JUINENS SUICW UZTIQ ¥V NISa eFOR] ‘souelsedxeul @] 3Ny
SBT, 043 qiTa AIeaRdu W 9% SJYT AUSnos OUR eNONI *SIGUIC exsm ey
‘PRI [YRAS 0} JO suoT4IuBOOeS [Twas eseyy uUT WY
J0J UOTATNLS MUR USDIDD S NG *3uYY 4w oF 3% 30T O3 YUY @i L *I op of
sBBUTLS TT¥ UT 2ATONI SN0 oXum O3 L33 TTTAR Leqy “Awa 21043 comoe 4wyl
TI® ORGROY Uf STESMILE 0f) UY 3907 ey LoQl. *Neqy qiya digeuyy w pemiwey

"8t



ASYIOUR JLASE SI0US lew YUY *Sutall Jo Licessoeuen NCE oyl wsxeeexd oy
peleaso, A(TuIe0® InQ SY YIA0IF puv pees JO LAyTINBTnA-2eA0 w1y, *3327de uy
27 SACHS 240A0L YT SUTYINOS 89 ARG ‘YNNG @B LOU PUS--04 O3 J0AS PUY UEY
Bupavy] VAERTI-e0 UnTY HUTALT B,0U0 JO SEpOTROUN 6] SCUNPVON] VT DOYwODY
de NOL XUEUS DOL OTTUA~~4de00w nOL uuolIoRY-I8AD XRETRA @Y} ®) 9VUL.'DYIEE
UoGw-POuUTEI il el Loy~ NONOM oyj UY PEATT ous eydoed Bunol eseys of
‘e Jo STNON
Pesy oys Jo pepIetL §1 IVUA YAIBe WOJJ AUAw JUGY ISHE OF J] €9 MOU DEATT OUm
304 *ATIUUDIIIUATS SATT O3 30L& UM MGUX UG WOHR SUD CDABIS B3 JO JOW UOGR
PHUISISPUR PIP OUK SUO==-0U0 J0F 3NQ WIwD ATIwel SICH TOOq GAWN PIROD uo(
‘POLINN O L WINO 97 OUM SpPeROOnE e ATUD *eX00Q UT Y VyS #3ususTe
SUVDYITIUNTE OuF PUTS 0% Twisnenlosucouy ouy Ldemv Fusqeniq Jo seesosld euwws
SUL ¥,31 *nod SEnJUCO RIS T[T $OT 3,UCCe *OTHINILE ST MouX UEPIOD *SIN
*00% wwy} Juout eq pus erdosd Funoi eseyy salenqo 0F UInoE WOQ 8L
*IREO O JO SUC==UT 3JUL HORRE AO~-GRUTTRPIS U Wil POAIEEQO eq
awnm 41 *Fujion puv FUTAUIE J0J J0U Fux SOUMSIXS OFI00Ye ATWEIY SINI
‘Wyong J0 wasd eqy of souwpasa il
«3WA0 10 3uFies o4l Lemw Fupsues Lq qinxy v BulRiTes: #U3 JO =m0 393 83Ny
«X0} Sadeu uwioy puwm pedewt Jo proosyp Fuilueay ewee eqy sum 4y *Aws Jo euyt
U T adem Luym 005 *perSun; eaesm *deje pensratde puw Tuguem Fuiouwape o3y
JO I03Tuy PEOJOJUS YSTM POMNTD PRY Jeul ‘WIY Jo eLed JWEIT ey uyedy
*geAll Puncd weeus Jo suaesywed Suy
~PIIng 64 IEHY SNOTINTOOQNT ¥ JU SENNOSSX YUY mouX OF WEIR PIP oY i ‘esuce
~WOU §4 O3 JUGPIPUT JO PUTW SYY OCRUY JUWIGUF #IY JO N[wy €I meuy woq
«*deeTs 03 ou BInd &Y wOy

~=30300 04 JYITE Y INYY LT ULATH AWy P, UNGR PTO3 SUY Y-~ STTO4 OUR

*891



170,

busmen being born the wordd would be rioh in this hoveripgs "he! would be
$rue dacadanca~--a hovering of souls over an serth that--slonse-{res from
nagts physisel agtione-begsms an anissl paredise,”

“Tou and youy sublimméions,” they luughsd in nesr-gyapethetic usndoretande
inge

"Yet thers is this whleh we all mey tnke ofw~wore we willings %o sheke
$hoe substantisl ides that we and ouwr contribution %o s meterial mement are
importent.™

ind to these minds sho must sink their teeth into substonee this brought
# question~-"And what is suiclidery"

The old Yescrpe' answer wes $00 easy. Mut Don had emother, "It's Just
& Job"

There was mush of post-twonty-nine in this, to the materiel mind, Hus
1% 4id not mocord with the theory that took whet 1ife offsred now es the only
priee and reward,

And they d1d not bellove their theorye--old ep time 1t was they knew; so
wes Don'a, but his hed beon overlocked anong & thoughtless people who fitted
grooved patterns and chose to lebel all things shst might waksn dorment drain
eslls as *not nine,’

bDon anid to these young pecple who wiahed to axpsriense m fulliness of
heing, "Until you osn take of & riohness of experienve all there isweall thare
{g~egnd not until thene-snd weloome it-~them you omn sublimmte, ‘hem all that
hap come $0 you has its besutiful aspects, then you too gan be bemutifulw-~even
in 014 age and pslay, for vou cen smile mnd Jook upon ths young ss shozen for
the great advanture--in kinshipe-besnuse you know vours is (heirs-ethat you are
to open other doors thet lead out from the rooms your minds lhave aluttersd,

Bute=you will teke much of whet las been with you. You will teke what hes
henn your ohief setisfaoction from the rooms you've been fillin:e And you will



7.

have & ohalr, a comly nook--sach of you, in one of my rooms, ¥ay I heve one

in one of yours? A ehair where I ocun sit and be myself-~east aside all boads
of everyday sveial oontaots it & worlid of the acoeptably scelsl end he my own
perTYerse--yet engagingly real selfs”

He had struck a ehord~-respounsive,

For thia moment Don knew that belief makes truth. ¥or ithe man who bhe-
lisved he could walk upon water and the man sho believed he egould fly there
weE & Somnn answr--belief--delief wmasde them the same,

*am I the 1ittie esvengelist?®™ But the grins that snswered were not 8o
hearty ze Don's own. They were wiatful,

Jon cherished this moment as a revelation of his truthe~to these most

sentinental of arbiters vho 50 patheticallye-seriously fought the allaeas

that Don knew,

““““ W W A e W W e

Don had been in thie atmosphere of dust exgremant from books and the
foul frustration of minde incapable of yealization suffieclently that ke juali-
fied in training for ons of the best teaching Jobs in the state, 4z he hed
onge sought to retain bis right to a lezmlly binding contracte«broken by the
gohool hourde-ie now determined to win a superior job, as jobe in his line
WOe Unowh,

*I know I'm far more a teasher at heart then many of those who hold jobs
with good seleriese~-considering the underpaid status of tha sow-talled tesching
profession, My appeul $0 Ry pupils has deen strong. The result has bheen good,
I've been & hard worker--slthough much of my work might have desn better 4i-

u!.n&; So 1t 1s with anyone.®
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impatisntly, Dop told another tale and inorecsed 1ts magnitude of walar many
fold., Of ecurse ho was himself She haro of the tale, dut he knew thils man
lost the poin® becausge subtilitye«evan as pointed ez thise-was bavond his
sslf-abaarction,

The ranson for evasion was 4isalosed,

5t Jenst thres men have besa i(n wy office in the lamt %en days who hawe
rafuged to eonaider you for a job,*

"ihy?® Don saked.

“fay I tell you something without ereating hard fesliwuss®™

"Toll mo-wjot it oreste what 14 »ill,” Don was gosding sericusly.

"They ssy you are effesinate."”

“Amyons who tsaches schovl--pants or no pants~-is an old maid,” Don anse
wored~-ue ha hud so often told hie pupils, They had never failed %o respond,
rot &lwars clsofully.

Bt the material ming doas not enjoy attesk upon 1ts smugness: the conw
ventional wale rind eannot suffer mockery when 1ts very superiority is attaeked,
lsast of a1l when it i8 attacked by snuther male.

There was no understsnding here. "Tou are #hat you arse- @z vhat I ma,
Shat of I%7" Don queried,

Pe knew that this was Juat ar excuss that had been uged in resnmonse to his
ungracious insiztenos. Too much hed bdesn bis knowledge from exrveriance %o
accept 2 chlldish attespt t0 attaek his wulnerability as & remson for a fall-
ure at plassment,

*1 have placed mysslf when I mude personal aprlissation, All that any
suployment ageney has done for me 1e to mail my referenses. I have often
iuforned an ageuesy of yacanoy that had not yet been offieiunlly reported, aske

ing them to mall wy pepers $o the superintendent or board, I have applied for
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oun, Jaws shut libe a elmm's,

as rapine glarce uuavers

Past me to the new wonder

of & girl's sheen sheathed slender
leg and thigh, lingers round her
hips where bher zinrdle holds har
treapurs {Jjust as in Herrick's tine)
and the bresst with graee of line
quivers: msking ret eyes bdlind«e

to me.

et Frez this cusndary of books and of bother, of those who tore at
the tandrile of bhis sorely ssasitive coavietions-~as 81l zrowiac eovvietions
must be, Don walked with S5ids Fe could and 414 undorstande-as Ton bmew when
alope with him,

Togethee 214 and he soughi assursnee, end agrin Don knaw resisianes %o
his will to 2ominete, to edsord, snd to lesd, Fe knew this s Hlind enmotion
thet had no cuslity of true compaseion, Tt was selfishness, ™ t:is Don subde
mitted, o patter 1 the atandapds of Judgment were thoss of nthers' pattewns
~«8ti1ll be knew this driving foree ke wiched to conguer as aslfish, Yat he
would 2ivesass

And ke wished %0 glve in no sense of confonement-~his #ivin: he khew %0
be yurely ‘ha iastinot to sacrifice. Put he did rot zes hiz masriCice as en
offeringsey paynent,

*Y sust saerifice of the powsrs bedause I am of them, “han sach of um

reslizes that, teminclogy will not be necezsary.” And ters:s had arown ugly
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Eow the fuelon sesned to have centered sverywhers--nowhare--*Pursons may be
losing 1dentity,” FPon thought. "At say mate 514 looks like them all to me,
uatil X have his syss,™ This troudled him greatly. The lonzing to know
sadl apart, and now to have found that Bodies seemed 80 alike«~thare wae no
real differentiation. o may the sliness be a oneness,

*It is anothey paprd of sublimuiion,” Don told himself as he lay inm
dressm-Tiltered night, his handse ecovering his body in growing sweep of sen~
tisnte~~the hands that spoke of dry-orisp sge, body that could zrasp a eoul.
Don had lanrned that bodies are not assupsnos--and souls must have a way,
*They den't stay in boxes. They must hovs a patheegnd, I believe, they have
t0 go alongw-vanlly untouehed, for they'll still be seekinz.® He was stopped
again by terma,

™e dnrke-haired girl who $ruly was different--dresasd her dark halr end
her body differentliy--mus matter-of-ast, honest--often rather terrifyving--
asked, "vhy isn't o spade & spede?”

Thare would dbe lenguage lather in the snswer, But surely anyone osould
sos 8 syads helped duild, or unbuild lives and lasting somethinga,

*A apade digs a grave,” Don told her,

"Don't we alli®

*Yes,* Don told her, "That’s wiy terms are so unsatisfactsry, You are o
spade, X am n apade, What s there in ealling a spsde s spade?”

*Or s soul a soul,” she answered,

ek as there was of distinetion in 314 for Don, he oould not tell him
from snother of his height--at any aprresiable distance that msds {ndieidual

featurss wnesrtain, There was mueh in this Don 41dn’t know ret,
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*Hut there must be this difference in spirit--this individuanl and
sspedial comprehension, There must ba-«or there couldn't be ar eogvesial
right®s + + »

And all thiez was as nothing when Don was with 314, Thon there was a
vory especisl something. % enoh is and all is enoh is the story of

Bune
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"Rnowledgs {a not to be an interference. Despite the fagt thet our
wise men aey that "savery state, whatever its form, will sdusnte 1ts citizens
in {ts ovn imege.” When you know that vou know, why say it? It is toc he my
Job to help others to learn--but evervone mnkes of what he learns what ho
pleases, Y will not conseiously interfere.®

*rhat 18 your own sxplanation of 24in?® 844, "ho preaghed an anti-Ood
dootrinn, wanted to know, But he knew, 7The ssking was fopmlity of defense.

*In the licht of his own nature, expgerience, and eneumdsring inowledge
san must hew hiz own oonselense-«a rathefrom which to siray isn sin,”

"You helieve in Ood.” 814 mode it en almost terrible ncensation, He
ssemsd very young $o Don,

*Y helieva in the divine in all that iz rart of the gehenas of things,
Man 1s ths neaysat the power beyond all that is--he 12 possessed of Jode God
ie man-svice versa. Put what does 4t matter? Man has said thess simpls
thinzs sinee he formed & means of communication with his fallowa, Then you
know you ¥kpoe, why bBothepr?®

"ind what is decency?® 5id was reviewing Don's annlcey as a esrencnialee
and he senaht s Bravsdo in defense of his own narrowed preference,

*fo b derert, if we must suffer sn shomination of terms, i& 4o acespt
of the hesuty in all truthe-and to live in honest acoordanse with one's own
nature,"”

The gwve hnd been fun and an exhilirsilon in that Don had had another
gohanee %n say what he maintained needn't be ssid, *ut the ramintananse was
evidence of his own respeet, foresd thoush it might de, for an sstahiished
social doetrins--basier of an order that rodbust America must enduve,

»when will 2n easence of the aniritual avar be genutne o raonls here?”

Don sskede--nrd knew nauses for the rolling gray of wind-swept plainse-apart
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from books, futilse theorists, sead all that wae nongense., Put all that wase
of ths eleents 2izht tear at him, snle-iz the wakefu)l dresmg »f nirht-.did,

sralraing ocesell bringe the erry for mothering from the innerroet gelf,
Don sought rouzh tenderoess of wind «nd dust. Hare was & nmotrer who wnuld
Justify the dafonse in ons. His hazds grev in sentioncs #nd held *is dedy
apart, but $n kiz helf sleep of dreaw tre aoul erept ovt zad ~lsved i the
wind, a:d he felt a breese 1ift his halr, sigh as 1t nesiled in the lobe of
his sar-~und aleaping--forgot ithe zoul of hik that wagrantly olzyved in the
wicd,

With Yrre Derden Don agreed gomweshat, A% least the puil sme chnse was
dastiny, “oth ferveordalned in the nstwurs of the individual sad develsved by
the will %o be, ™Man mekes his fate 1z kis firet staps hars, 55 Bo valks 15~
t0 the iafinite. There must be terms if one is to speak-«but the linss of
definition zre tagy., Weo do becoums & vard of all we mest-~and » pro-reas as
this wms wive for us. To put L% brielly: the msn aboub tewr iz his owa idenl
sud s0 e bacomes la the &l)l enduring~-slmoet static. It iz the stotic we
mudt here svold that we may progress eterunally. "The Ood in =men iz vithout
QonpuEsy” Do tuid Lese young yeople vho assumed thet britsis atiitude of
the ginss that ie shattaering.

*Time iz mlways--and man beeomss a part of all he moeto~~is ona with tine
in spirite That his bellef iz he ias The politician is sver politician, and.-
if he has an ldeale-may over work toward it,”

vind what of the bridge exyert:” ssked the girl who dressed her haly
differsniiye

*1f the next most lntricate play 1a iis aim, and that is sll, he will no

doubt be ever working out intricasles of the game."



*snd aren’™ we all?" she sountersd,

*Zven w8 you and I,” Don smiled,
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to the side nonosite the sun's rays 1f he wished to De in the warmth of light.
To obsarve a nins cons Or & fallen log ssemed impossidle hore sinee al) was &
bad of ares of nine nasdles thickly reinforced with gones shish Tormed a
oobhlad surfass fof the older rotted bed of conas surfaged =ith ztill glossy
pine nesdleg,

Havs in the depths of this esnyon ho came upon a beatsn tmall, little
used, but s5111 & trail, Ehortly a man appeared, This seemed 2 atrange man,
for he lockaed 1like any other--yet te Don this mas a new world vhere all ought
to be different,

The man had a fish dasket and looked pleased ad sight o another human
beings

*Any Tishe*

Yie opened the 1id of the dasket to display the silver of trout, small bdus
the way trout fanelers 1ike them, “Any wild game in thess hills?™ Don aaked,

*f just stepped on & log to orosu the oresek back there and looked inte
the aven of » dleok bear whose paws wers on the other end of the log,” he
grinned,

"Fhat 4id you do?*

*I logt no time gettiag up shat bank,” Ris laugh shook, but he svidently
snjoyed this ahunce to talk and Raugh at himsell,

*You're not used to this,” Don motioned to the immensity,

sliope, I'm on my vaeation.”

Together they walked on, The g¢resk soon grew upon them as an orchestrat-
ion--an acgompaniment to the greater, yet ssallsr, organ of wind in pinss,

Biens of habitation--or at loast of u homssite were in flazhas of white
as of elothes on s line that osme and went down the vistos of tres trunks that
wore less like a 50114 stockade now,
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Then Don saw the full billow of an old-fashioned night cowne There were
elathes on ths lines Someons 4id live hore.

“1 thought 1 cems thie way,” seid the strenger,

A large two-story log building stood in & very slight slenrirnze 7The oresk
tumbled puet the gete which opsned immedintely onto the popeh, The oanly door
beneath this lengthy poreh wag derred, Yet thare wore the olothes on the line,
The alr seopad faintly to ssell of burning pioe, bHut there wes no paoke.

fuddenly Don ealled, "Anybody there? HNHis senerity surprised hins-it wes
ell so like & bhook,

Then--whion they thought to reosive N0 AnsWer--a window, upstaicvs, we
reised, 2 white~lmired wommn learnsd far out and gaved plessmntily et the nen
below.

"Cen you tell us how %o get out of this oanyon without elisbing into the
glouda? Don lmughed,

The white~haired lady sailed, Yhen she spoie her volce wes of the ouliured
tones of the south-w-the cqultured tones; and the extreme, harsh nnes]l notes of
high altitudsow-0f all the west--~were not st ell in evidence,

the 414 know how thay'd eome, how they gould reesh thos: Nor hnd gtrayed
from, and how to aveid the worst of the olimd in getting back,

The whkite hair made her s striking pieture, Ths setting wnsg one in a
rdllion, and she leaned far from the window, her white hemd srminat ¢he sun-
reflecting mny-paned uppor sash. Thiz oalled ettention to her tastoful 4resse
out of fashion, yet perfest in tone with all that was ebout, Don thought of
the night gowmn full-furled against the bdresse,.

If omlluars were unususl, there was nothing in her manner 4o indieste it,
The face buneath that white opown was ssarsne, 'The eves bright,

on and the atysnger left without talke. Thay were hamsed sand Ynrew no
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spooulation that could snewer pisusibly.
i ¢his wes the prisevel., Don knew that he was but 8 few hours from his

glsssroom. Ded his mind ocutrun him¥

There were these youngsters agein, thess pupils who cisined so much of Don
snd offered their own Cfresh physiosl promise--the sromiee Lhet 1s ihs most hope-
ful of mll: youth on the grest advenlturae,

¥hile Don offered of the mmsters--and gought reactions, hs quietly ourbed
bis vwn presusptions, "Only as we glean ideas in resvtion to tiwmce hare pre-
sented, from our cwn eoxperisnos, whet we feel thet we have kncen slueyse-4o we
grow towerd a wentsl and spiritual gosl,” be told his olssaau,

There wes resction, peyticularly in the writtem word, vorse dita that seng
indivicuslity, and prose thet gropod sad expossd old truths with jersonel seve
z8. "3Be yourself in spite of il gontusta~-yot make that avifl ons others ere
glad Lo sontest,™ he told thenm,

The presetion wes paruonsl,. And Don found ihe tug and twisl of ssotioanl
Lizht tungle o L8 18 as svere The mood came Bhat he sxprossed, "1 could chew
an shr ofre” The wood wre horn of intoreity., There is frustretiszn in the syme
bol wilak deoes not permit of eotlon, snd the consequence iz n fiorcsness of
smoldering desire--a [lercenes: that demands some foym of wetien, /fnd these
yrungsters knew it for o finer i{ndividual tie Shen they bmd offer found, Thers
wng patuel sppeel togethor with the gecustonad ptusbling stonos,

They were synpethetlc beovuse Do approved their stieut 2% vouthewn herie
$ege thoy &id not felly elelan,

Mt there wes tiat other physlionl dreg on him in these proet pllee of
suntalin height tiat often shut out 1ights Never, duripg » vhele tern, 4id

suniight wern the gless of Don's clamesroon windows, The weretl hat wes husen
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smle snd fencle inocumpatibility.

*And still I wish to sccord, I wish to appreciate--and want aprregiation.
But I do definitely desire S0 be allowed my own pattern--zy own path, fm I
not to have human companionship to ksow this?" Evidently not that «f this
girle~thoueh she desired him~-and theve was anothor aide to arsument there,
Sho had the right to desire--aceording to all she knew, A zirl ascusght » man
in a seemly manney, and in most e¢nses she gzot him--op got acmething from hinm.
Somethizg better than compassion, ind Don 41id offer that, and eoculd not offer
20T,

Kot i he were to follow hiz path, Then hs knew that each deviation must
be paid for, even though it might not be e happiness that {3 balsneedeestill
e paymzect sust be made,

I have comnitted the very sin I declared againet, I sm not following my
pwn path,”

Don knew nox that degpite the fear be hed krnown of the loss of & jJob that
meeant the means to a right to survive, he must break these tiss that had been
made loathoscomes Ehen he had deen turned from hie clsssroome~in that bleak
time onoe before--he had learnsd that o tescher loat eertification definitely
if he were charged a morsl danger to the youth of the olassroom, %@'t Just
for the licentiocus hed then been his snlightemment., Bad hs fousht for his
Job at thmt time he would have been proved immorsl and would have lost his
cortifionte, That the proof would bde fselse meant only that overy man has s
pries., He had known defore thst man will fight for his psttarse.vhen he likes
it and does not wigh to be more than thet -hich is ever agsepisbles “But man
will fight for war,” Dou had told his pupils,

Fow he muat lose again~-to win. "Suseess comes through failuree-if 1t

18 & wholly renlized suceeas,” Doz had told the pupils who strusgled »ith



wtouud noputa

A% paruws ans SINGA-~DANCOT 30T 8T SUSTT JO L9 oud 9X8Us Cujed w3l  *ePIT
PONROT 20 SIUFIeY BOSOIZ YITH £TTIY PERCTS #Uj OF eBUOTeq St *AOLY 04 jneAa
Aoyy seia sTdoad eseus ealP nus eyn  c*slem Luw uy 37 64 PRTSILUD S,.84yF JO]
‘ST eAum soy 18T--avep 33 PYOW T *qof Am eq TTIR TXT? 7puy 01 uwoijesyirsenl
oq% puy  *uado eq 3enf [T, 4--20jeld oq juom Logy o eurwrd uede oyl wees
TVela  *3UHR0L4 wog L *STTIH POSOTd 643 ©F JOR AR, ‘*DPIP UOQ Wiow oy J0J
003 POTSIINNE DD CHNIWITHO JeU pULOJ OUX SSATOPUWLNI UIIA POTIPISEY RJex OUN
MBOWS Tz 3T *uog 10 JOU--UDTHRAR VA BINGD SSOUAR TXIF 9IYS ¥ea eIonl
*A0uUX 1,UPTH By Jo WuUIRL
OF X00u PIP WY A(sN10024 Ju4a PUY  *SIUI JO XNUIUS 0% 30U uFnoa uog jay
*op 0% Jupuy Lddeq 8 400 Fes GOTIEIPUTEEOD
JO GUOTIHpUNUT MUY JO IUPYT LUG NIATEM SYRTPeT oYY iy Buymang
» %20 anol
AOYS DTROD T puy, ‘peurnues efvessx 1od €37I0ARI ATH  CWNINSSD WOOISEVI JO
Fuinulu) 9084 eawty PIAOM ewIYiwd PRURITOEISS JO JUGSIIAOX sa0E A0 Toys Lerd
Ul 2eqsiunod v padeusd uogJo of *EUINI/fdeAv--ATIWe]l puw am0y Ina 37 ‘usyg of
8377 o988 gundtl Jo seeuitIund pRTOTIvA PAv 20013 JO LOTI0W ¥ WhIl N0 LAUTYR
IBYY $5OIGNT JGETAG oYL ORIV OWHL YLWINn JIAYY Puw Woyy XoJ FaiPuoT oi1freg
-g0u 093 *ueijo wWiY of swed syeyePuncd seeyy Fuiawey Jo JyInoys ey poy
*3UBYT Jo adoqy ATue o4y sum
$3 WIY A0J 1WY3 MOUN WO ¥NQ ‘JUsUEILIS SIYY UT GSIWOX] gONE JOU SA SISYY

*ZNPInE sPEriuey (S0 68104 QONK DU saedwd Jo woysenijsucs persvws L{peq

‘961



HOTE SANGT 3,000 o *ducs YOWK GEnR §,U0D O J0-~I83Wa BT:31T VO3 SAWY oy
*HIOI] STILTT PUYy JeRAUY oFuniunNt In0 JJCAWS INO UT GANY Om FUTU} UG,
sFuipnuep Lyent v sue 31
Wik #37 JO KOUK SRR J8OA POJ-ulG pPAPANSYP
¥ *jueedd 847 0% UOTANSTINUT U JO uIRII0 oYy WO mmouy SuY pUpNIE
IT¥ 3V4R 40BN OF S80G0 dnoal eyl °*moux HOA YBYA WO XIO0S IR OTLI SUO WYL
CERTOTINUNS SUOTITTO ¢ QIR PIIPPTS ATYINOIOUY saea suoIyngyIswl TV
SZOPAP #33--LBUHY TY JIESW JOIUD S47 PEY WL JOPEW JO euvpUBK
UTIPAVE B YITM PAIOQUTeq axea LeQL CPRITFITep Ueeq SARY JINN senu oYL
*ses 9ma 37 puy
#LRISIUTYY UER § JVUA BMOUY Oua ‘TTOM RO--LTisdozd--pexoou ©eeq 3, UOASY
L0953 30g “we, PupNOOW 203 BuTIWOs SN PUVY TTTA SOORM B3 304 TT,I. *30e
~I8JJIP GUR SBRIP JJUQ OPOUM TIIY S4Y POTID ,‘soenW ey W NOOE DU 007 SHTWLM
0q 1408 °SIOPTS Zn0 Aq YEOQ qonm OF 03 pejoefqns €7 JUQ owsF €Ty; 3w puwy
W A3 TT,%5e *O0ATOSEAYS ¥IR13S0 SNO0RY O3 esoue Lewl *eduld Dulsew W, uog
peacad Loyl *ujned Jo s¥nq BuyusyBIl Gceysy AONIIE PUY ESSUPVE IounEPIU ¥
*EIMIES BIY PUN JUMIOY #,000 AOW exes faql *esnoqiuiiIY v edesy RO ouj OISum
SPUNTEL =~ JO SPURTIST MUY BEGH 16UG 5040~~-80L0 XOJITW HITM ePULBOLTIER Ty
POTTIOq PUB--JUGEON Y1 JO OJIT © POUTHIUTSE OGN Funoi e9la-8133Tdq WL
«*Sujive ouy ul PROTITISEE 84 Lem-~jlu~-~L3nveq YPnoyy
URAG=+30UG FUTHY $USIOJIID © LUF WOUS 497 *a0uxX TIW GR IW4s DPIUs ATUO eawy
Aogl, cuisiv pesiead puw ‘exes 8, WEYOYIE0 207 PpOYnUYIGAY ‘pesiuad sxem Leyy
SAUFTX ATeo #45 Slex Loyl SEUNOSY STGRINDUSHN CUNDLQ SIGLUN B LU
*HX00Q sEA IWQY JeqssT eFunBuey eyl Jq¥noe uog ujudy
*Aan #33 PRQ S
*RITWIBA UBBnY JO JOU wum eund Uy WO SWIIT o3 g
ZIG-ALEIHL YSIAVHD

‘68t



SUR=~PWPY BUD 4L Aq POPMIIO efealw-~3ui3s INOYYTA uresged pedijoezeys Surwos
~LGAC JO B35uG UKOLQ MWD OQL TSR] J0U PIPIOAC SUS SI8TTwEP] TIH X1
#«*SUTATT 03U} sputw exoaoxd oy
oATa3S £ouy YOTum 43le edyeTmoun BUILJIA3 JO PQWOM JYeUY WOIJ PuUNEq oy Fujlaave
SPUVANOUS wAne] OWM SISYOUER TOoO0Yos syg ‘splales JOo Pro Juskipul eys~-guinel
£oys 3wy *d{ue searesano o3 ‘uoysswimos pej-~ulos poppeg-dewp sunm 8§y eq
P08 BOLT $housTx  *epuls Bupsosd vo awe v seanel YOIGR 3WUl .wa_ Jupdgne TeU0TSE
 -OuNS POIUTIFUR~GR14I00 JO SFe PIO #y§ <0F GI0y uUsARY Off, *3F A0F OF IROTTEZ
2003 4040 dumx) Of HENOUR YNJILY WIS OUs=»{Ik J0J-~L£3u8Td JO~-0oais Jo--TTIA
30 WOpand] OY: JO USARY WaOUX [[8& ¥ U] SWIIS PENSOJUG OYJ I8HIRSE ONSSTeX
G} J0HTA B,YINOS JO BIUEY TS [LIR PesIen TTex 2033amedil ® J0a0 JuMGme3§
00 e o¥ puw Lleydoed #I4 sioquewed JUVAISE B YINSP Ul UGAe J0J ‘perynield
Lrgueniedg 87 47 #0U¥ I QO--JURAISS TRIOOS U3 JO PUS UOWROD Ny ¥I EPIOING.
*9olAZ0N pejLESUOTOUx WOXJ wseTjuusd PUE YOBE3 03 PIO COY~~WOOIBERID oUY JO
SN0 PONLLYG Ay 1JUT RV[AIE8 JO Biued 9EOUm JOYOWS3 PO 04} JU 940da OSTE oS
‘UCIRSHILAS LIPSUSILY WOLJ OSBOTEL JRGLIGIJ WTY POUTHWAX , JJO 4B UR MGYD
PINCO I, *PesSTu YSLJO OF WOY B40385unoi eyl Suowe FuIpuNRIGPE Jof PSU DU
30 O30Us puB~-3T0ASS UY YIUOL JO Jesns-Iei31q Fuodge eq3 pejaiue Sfoyy jeuy uy
SNIITA PO BpaGh 80BN, TATIEGIO splon J30 paBBof 4wyy Ieytlmadiy v 3w *uldayeq
B Butacued JnoysIA ‘sInBiu Auen jusde [STE eyl  cseynyijsans pwy Loyl
*IoWNY U5 PESU JO UTRIIE
O3 PUTEEASS FHUG GTNDWIO SESTRIIIN U] PeRBnMNT GO LUIePOW REATSSINC 1TED
03 IFNI0 PRIRIOL(NPRUR eUY GAUY DUV UCTINYTASUT SEEIAIUE OYL NPuRIW BN,
‘pive
SEOIP LTUY GUGLBIITIP NIVP SY3 WITA (417 posowmu-Lip Fuirnosio euyy ,'puws sS4y
PIOU 3,UNO0P BUBTE aNOY oYL, *TRicdusi Dwa OPRITILW ERU(E eY3ildq ATeyl

*Jomny POUTWILS Ui Py uog «Td1238 oA BREOLED § UO JUOW

*981



HOTHSILOUUOD Jobi. B UY JTOSASY FUTALE sew OQe MoUY WO *WOTIUIEILE JO IwATY
POST: 94l euiea geke g0y Ang *Puiqiou pies eqp yoyum Jo Lxoss v uo Fuyxiom
BuR BUS aug *eddy UY POPIODEX YInXg Fuguing JO U0 OXeR LI00Y SFMLL

«*PURS 847 PION
$,00007 08WlH JnOy YL, ‘PIVE DY aus USTue JO sanoy ydtu Fuor Furanp JeyrIM
~0dLy XOY 3% JuE JUNIGJJITIP FOM BRGIP JIRY JO DIWIQ POTIOD-NIED edous TIYY &4l
MOBOUD PEY 403 ued G JO GENUO SYJw~BNES U 0} UCILGIONNUCE w 9% PeaIer 3T

*meuy Bog dnodd etulpeuwRY oS JO OBOUY 03 8T3 STYY JO BUIpTea @ suwuy exwyL
*ernelox pull Senm UIRS Tenjirids
*33 Xl PINOO OQ 8% L3370l gonm s¥ sua 'jew eauy 1 jwyg [Iv
JO sawd w mu L., *e4vel Y SUVEIOUT 3UQ3 JO esnewowq Lrydnosoyy eadi 94y exene
04 FiNOR JO--poduge Y ANq~~Uog Wyl JeBuncsd eica erdoed Bunod seeyy
*20IN0NBI THUOCTIGES JO uIBIP
SOT4EOD~IRIU VUM $T~~0UBATEI ATUC 30U SeA TTIXP evoad Jo sanoy Fuor 4ng
*9uf selod B Ul GEUSTEZ AXWUED PuUw 1%0 B eAvy sqdym eug cHuronep 8,woy OAIT
~~38T400 (PUCT3OL0 SJUIPSWNE U DIOW YO SUA 43 SnQ--s2wld 837 pw L3send
spajulnd ‘oronm PeeOdmod Oys ‘e30d4 OUs BISYLO NI GXSa KXY puMY
*IYRG I8y YonOy JOY UASS JeARU DRy uo] *pelios puw
pexes(s yenf Wnoyy 9% JOVITT #% POUISLAE JYeY oY jug L1483 pedsjro oum
«'SOAISY B JO PRUTRIP QOU WY TIV  *400W0W 043 JO UOTRIONS AW PEY @A, T
*aey prog ueg . 'UOTRI0ND U INTASNS PUR-~PTINO UM Lawey auO S0AROT
$1. *VLIIOHEY TUUCTIOWN TWUINIU] Ue eumdeq A} Fuypwex eyy ‘uoyeendmoe
3o 3ouduy pawy YITa POUTIIGIN] OF FUG ‘IGALTQ OF UK POTIOLR Iy Jo BuD
*aeyranediy Jeq 3% TINYA SUFIW (Te Uv Jeg;w spumos
SOV ATIep ey epwa oum ou ‘Iuetq w sule deu ‘Ariavea piew egs ,*pooy Lesnd
e Sojausk 87 yRoey AW JO qOUE. I0 Y300y Suiuposs sy Of yinon LK qEnOIYy

poduway pey Asue URjesny 43 ONIT Tee] 1. *u¥awy eTiiikqélap w 4g peseeddxe

*461



198,

than ghe had done, as yet,

Ones day the story was read in elass, At its opening an elderly sehool
tonsher wvns directing a playe--a play in wiich hRigh sshool rvouncstars were give
ing of ﬁﬁaﬁ&#»;»utaweaomﬁw«. But the boy who was playing the lcal seemed
stunndlly his conedy aetion and lines were superior to hia practies ipdication
bocange of this, But the tencher was too much aware of her punils not to
soalize a siguificanoce in his dssed aotion, 5he knew these pupils batter thau
»vnns Parenis dide<1z the muny ways in shiech wisdom aocepts and resvecta the
burden of mdden maturity,

The plsy west on,

tut the slderly echool teacher learnsd the boy's story and arter the laet
surtain hustled him {ato a car and to tha scene of a far greater action, The
girl who hed prectised the lead opposite him was in an unlieenazsd *hHutdhsr shop.”™
These youngsters had so right to a baby, Put the pley bad rone on, TFrom the
seoond oast = girl hed played that lesd of the play, 80 valued irn ths 1life of
high school youngaters, while the lead hersell playesd a role 20 velued {n the
aghome of men that he zakes his god to estesm it above all virtues, Yat she
was playing she rcle sgainst the grsin, The eivilization of whicn she wns
part dis not meespt & baby born to child perents--and adove all -- one homm
without the sceisl requirement of e lieense,

T™e velisnt old tescher shouldered this as a durden of love, :he knew
1t meant the loes of her job. She knew herself far too old sver to set and
hold anctber. Jhe Enew her aavings had gone o youngsters in need of sehoolinge«
oven though opprortunity for vork and wages were as nothing eompared to the oost
of the necessnry schooling. Now she sought blindly to serve as her haarg
dietated, There was more than the life of a baby at atake. The sirl.mother

that should be, mae in nothing better than s “butcher-shop”s 7The o0ld teachsr
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the girl bLis ams 8311l oclung to,

A few Jays ister the tangls of the ¢ar snd the three dead hadiles vwere
found in the flow of weter over s hundrad feet below, The break in the bull
borry thicket xt the helight of the trail had shown the way to d1saoverye

Detalls of tho story were easily moven =Rong those »is LnowWestoaly luage
fzation £illed the gaps. Zoth the boy and the girl had had a fev fellowspupil
sonfidante, loyalty to thelr teacher hsd prompted these younzatars {a defend~
ing her, for ghe had been Found with the driver's wheel dfiven inrough hey
chost,

fut rightecusnes:a stewsd on,

An€ so the glrl with the dark-eciled heir dress had writie: it, Her ayes
were u huwald blear. When asked for elsss oritiolsm, Don enid, "If she writes
apy more like that she'll lose ten years of her life with each,” He 3idn's
kpow the strensth of bis own statenent,

*T 414 bawl so mueh I hed to reisve mapy of the wet-stresiced naces,” she
admitted to Don whoen they were slone,

*Pat now to yevision”, she sighed ag she rubbed at her Llosred eves,

And aother sights wore apent et ths typeuwriter. The revision progsresced
bitterliy,.

Thsyr ooe moroing Don found her st hoer desk In an outer offise o the iide
mry-«her Lody twisted forward and sidewiee over the ohaiy artn, The swivel
ghalir hed turmed with the ehift of Lher wvelighte-away from the dosk, The heavy
0ld maohirewwcf the eightesn ineh bar warletys-wos oo the floor bagk of her
chair. Une corner was, while the other tipped toward the girl's hand, Hep
baiyr weas as evar in perfect order, but the earriage relesss, lefd hand release,
was Deatly hooked through a ocll of her haiy--into the loop of & braid near the

soalips IDvidently she had drowsed, her head drooping foreard on the machine,
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CHATTER THIRTY-SEVEN

And 514 was here.

548 wnd DUon hed smong meny others their own oreed of erime in the blight
of secepted ratteruns, "He have a ereedi® Don laughed without humorwe *4 oreed--
the very thing we would most get away from,”

But 244 444 not share Don's distuste for terms. He wanted s nmwe for his
weapon, His delizht was atbagk upon the merrisge institution, Mon shaved this
view beeszuse it Fought the most deadsning 1dolatry he knew,

*There can be no apiritual growth without deoadence, These panple shom
we Lnow as Uructirated, sorseted flesh envions--theye-oh 1f they would dany
thasselves alons, but thelr young too must de indecent dundles of inhihitiocnew
ingrained with the right to judge.”

*he right ws ave seavengisg,” he had to add in the honest recogsition of
himself that he sought.

*Thilz weast we know: &ll ¥ have aver knewn from sctusl synerienge--is
staticesdavaderoe wuat comn bafors growith, sven merely eultural, ¢an be, This
satiafaotion, now 80 common, £# mental and epiritual putrefaction, "Thess oore
sated deep-heided bodles sesm 0 bhe an 1deal that is its own replation-ethat is
when Lt forese the seme pattern upon its young.

*It 18 up %c scmeone somewhers 1o thiz west %o denude this indessney.

Only depmrture from the well knowh nom: iz ever to foros seeagnition of e apiri-
tual need upon these sluggish overefed animals,

*Y snow thie {8 rasfutatios of all that 18 known of the rigors of s hardy
people forsad to foree life from bBarven aridity--and that bharren aridisy i
our west, Mut inverssly this aridity has worked the puritanica-.s HNew Angland
of the wost we are--and an Orient we must vet glimpas 1f we are %o hs stirped

into epiritual growth. The very faet that these psople will feel s need to
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proteet thelr wental and splritus]l virginity may be tholr suving orace,
Ughl-=tarwisology ageln, Bat how san we expecst & peopls as sstisflied ao
this to know the real thing--ths hiblieal history suat be vepeatsd in the
woat $hal theye may be youth permitted to lsud cut from thie aridity to a
Jand of promiss~-wheve souls can sscke-ssek light. A thousand yearse.sell
& beginning must be.,”

and Don seridbled again, s he now d1d fregusntly. Fs knew ha had

written somsiling thoad wag verse this time,
ARID

Bvan a deliecais castus bdloom

kolde one in & desert until life's noon
and far themaelier,

Zven a dry olay loam

druws its moisture of the moon
forever after,

Zven 8 gray sagebrush

keaps alive the alow &ly blush
of youth amd laughter.

But thiz urze to lasnguege lather, which Don had to adrit wes hut the
resurrence of aze-old book stuff, was not enough relesss, Jt s notee
beeauss 12 was proof of the seceszity Lo sxpressz what hsd not found outled
slsewhare,s "The urgs to oreate 1s oo ssaential a part of nature Lhat no
man wholly essapes 1%,* Don told 8id,

Ho need to $ell 514 who had othey phases of oreative urze than mere
language lather to consider,

848 was doveloping proletsrian vaina, These young peonis krew the Oute
line of humanimm, They knew 1ts vagaries of development aa thay knew history
in shady cutline, And more than that they 4id not care to know, Theirs wes
the 1ife of the moment they had said, and novw sach was duilding futures-~and

yot burning eseh moment for all it was worth,



204,

“But 4 the proletarisn is %o conquer,” Dom told 3id, "¥1ll that hely
any? Ameries's great numbers are gzoing to recuire more time then mere com-
passion for human want that oriea from the belly takes to awaier thome They
doslve the winning of the down-trodden, They went & mesesure of soelalisme~
they seo sconomie surfece, Hhat they 4o not and will not see is a finensss
of apirit in a far deeper ory of want, The monied people want & wall-fed
lusty mtddle ¢lase; they don't want 2 prelstarieniom, Americs will be gled
10 see & salle-astisfied body of peoples grown heavy of Bzlly. Pus there i
svory irdiestion that present proletarisn unrest may bde ussd to the sdvantage
of the monjed, Proletariaanism 1s in itself an extreme romanticienm, Homanticlem
is 8 gpirit that must ba strongly gaugade«it so nesrly bedomer ruraly sentie
mental, Money has always favored sentimentality smong ths proletarist, There
i6 131ttle rvespcn emong the laboring alsssen of forelgn orizin that is vot
largely sooticuals And emotion 18 wariable., 7The monied love the sotion of
the proletarizts It can bs a0 easily dirscted.

*end our popular magazires, Ses ouy sovies, Dietatorakir ezists too
entivaly to its own sdvantage. The smotions of the mod are so now §irected
toward hearis snd flowers sentixentality that the monied are almost prepared
$0 presivitate our nation into war at a moment's notiee,

"o deprading faet in this knowledpe 18 that the pentimsnial fesatures
rest in the holy institusion of matrimouy. Hesarts snd flowers, ithat newsw
papar Sunday megazine doesn't esxhibit the bride--and on inner rmzes all the
babies, The zullible, voluptuous, Amsrican ssntimentality is vulnerables to
such sugrestimme-and where does 1% load? Fot too direetly, dut sventually,
to sxactly tha frame of mind that imows patrictism only mas zlad wesping on
the bresst of o uniform. That's She answer to this prolstarian sentimentality,

*Denreaaion has tsught us little, if anything.”
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in his inferpretetion of the wind sizhing slong the sagedrush, 7The wopt
algnifieant of recent writers in Ameriea, everysbare sre realizing thie
freedor of munlit: that is native $0 Averien. The greatsst sisnif{icanss
of all 18 %o coms cut of the west--cur wast, Then we Bave tmly hlinde
folded puritanise: mz men has dlinded jfusties, than we ean ses, then ve
may know decedenee, sod we will sese s rounded ovele that has ssrrisd us
bagk to the native, ¥e will attain much of this by the ateps of lomwe
the fem that i so mush derided by the fommlist, Just take the fres
versism for exsmpe. From it and othor insurgencies has grown the Innwe
ledge that the Tirst free verse in Amariea was Indian,

*But you have Amaries repsating the history of all matians, of all
times,” 344 murmured,

*So I have,* Don laughed. "There were the Oresks.”

And thie weuns decadsnoe--decadsnce whigh mesns the appresintion

L is benuty,
*And vhy doh't you speek for the herd?® 514 asked provoestie-ly,
yot no¥ without sonsideretion,

*§ell I certainly desire to speak, dut you know I'm not understnod,”
Don spoke of the surnestnsss the young people have for themsslives,

Don resenbered thet 514 had reason to he at least yprovoestive ahoud
the hexd, He had onge--~not long ago--~relt the unreasoning ecensure of the
herd, He L+d not then sdmitted cause for eensure, nor the faet that censure
oxieted, He 418 not now. Put Don krew him well encugh to realize the
deoy duried ecar of 5id's hurt--that d4id not heal,

For somstime 314 hed been known as a pssudo~blithesome philanderver

with women, Zither to his sredif--or his disoredit-whe liked bhest
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in 8 wise woman gompendution for man., ¥ithout bolster for ego maon fades in
yoars, GHhen youth zoes out from him, We secks a hearth warmth, Uon knew,
His path waz ons that vequired woman strength; he looked within hiwself for
this.

And he kxaw rhat he lotked for wap not there, His was the dresm cone
selous~-~subennscions knowlng, end thiz otherness he sought wss not %o he
realized within,

Deifbesataly Don sogght %o oreate tte {deal of womma, And iz seeking
was Of the naivets of all young men plus the dlscernment that huas hoen
attributed womeny The mind of his creation wes the romantie echoe-the carbon
sopy of the mind he would make hiv own., The will waz yet another Shineg,

The »ill of » wise wemsn is stay to man--sisy for substange--omier for ghacs.
Enowing his weakness Don sought the will of direetion and form,

But the phyelcale-there was less of the nebulous here. The sliim lithe~
ness of figurve that was dut the medium for the dark eye-nirrors of soule
Shat must ba parfest, Don wished for the gif't of s soulpter sud pgailnter te
oreates this perfect redium of the divine, 7The limbs that wers ™munded to
stralight thizhe of fluid musoularity elotied in hsalthezlow of Tine skine
smooth resliitye And there was no astentushed line I'rom waist o “ip, dug
the olsan, strsight, supple sweep of boy vigouv. Flat torsc rsse to fimm
alight breastsd thint were not at all the oupped promise knowz a3 Coonle
fatality, They were &g the smooth rippiisnc rise of an Andrawn Hronthes
the nipoles tie pink firm of warm bicods lon felt actual hate for the
pimpled dar: of wagsting blood, that spresds vsussatingly in soft hressts
of inviting feanle woluptuousuess., Yet ihiy perfection he orented knoew
the besuty of passion-~-fset free to awift rhythmic beat {n & constanes of

somsis orchustratione-«free %0 $rip, awing, and glide in swaylng nwnlson with
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There 18 & eord that binds us tightly
You and X
Thizgh %o Thigh
Ereast to Breast
Chask $0 Cheskew
Thers 18 a cord that binde us tightly
binds until 1t Guts--
cuts end makes heart blaed
and if the ooxd grew tighter?
In this blesk soul-tout vain he wrote,

But now he soughi to pon the answer within himself:
Aound Sody Beautiful end my symmetry
sach with soul light dlacerning
2till every yearning-.rearning
for bodies esunot guite
atreteh the cords taut enough
for ope last loop sbout tangidle,

Give me Round Rody Beauiiful one last loop
hresk this uncertainty
¢inthe my sym=etry
in your wvanlnsrable soul,
Here was the corv of a soul in erestive urja-~and slone.
Part of rours his 1ife may be
Alood of Blood
fHeart of feart!
Yot if his is not to be

sutire on the art of living



esel uple hineslf{ aps:t
st erente bis own existeuce,
Bus Don did ot whelly beifeve Lhis-~for Lbeibg lone Newd 2ors o LiZiew
it meand ax apsariness with the whole of belug--with all tims and anscoes
& further dizension.
And in this west he keew was the sprouting of the decadence of Turther
dimengion,
Suceess toned through failure, Don wrote~s
Pop days ve've had o fog
Triondly Yisniet sent of zod
in sommiseration for fwblinz sculs
who in protectlive zists
ruy verturs out 0 wondersseg
in gullant-vagrant skicas |
Tueday the sun bests siroug
Yooy wy #Indow piiese
T dravw the shsde,.

Don walksd the peth elothed in the subatance of enduring Liszki,

¥mat is one man's virtuse uay well be »hat has beéen anothar man's sin,.
Bute-in the aliness is & oneness, man's own limit to his divinity,
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