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Travels, Explorations and Empires: Writings
[from the Era of Imperial Expansion, 1770-1535,
ed. Tim Fulford and Peter ]. Kitson, 4 vols
(Pickering & Chatto Publishers, 2001).
Vol. 1, North America, ed. Tim Fulford
with Carol Bolton, xlii /+ 405,
Vol. 2, Far East, ed. Tim Fulford and
Peter |. Kitson, xxiil /+ 389.
Vol. 3, North and South Poles, ed. Peter |.
Kitson, xxii /+ 401.
Vol. 4, Middle Last, ed. Tilar |. Mazzeo,
xxviii /+ 368.
d voliome se L0057,
A Review by James € Mekusick
Cirversaty of Mearyland, Baltomoye Cownty

Sone of the best recent scholastap e o Oesfel Tras
Been caoncerned winth the pohincal and geographe conreses
Gl subrexis ) of Rornantne Tieeratire. b particalar, several
vecent hooks bave addvessed he relutionshinp between Ko
pantticismn oas o biterary el el the pew ccotomige, T
graphic and socml realimes thae cmerged in consequence ol
Broosh inperal expansion on g global scale: Two recent col-
lections ol essavs e exermplan e the scope aed sophisucae
non ol then approich o these new geapolincal vealites:
Roweeeticome Rece, qoned Dfrevead ( altiee ©10000 edited Ty Alan
Richangdson and Sonna Hlolkosh, oo Bowientecrsm aondd Codong-
alosme Wertineg apndd Foprrore (199N edied by Ton Fullord and
Frenet I SYESRIAT 1Y iy ol ”Il"-_!' collections are concer e with
poe b more than pust hoanting o the sonvees and moenees
ol Romgmte poctey: i varons wavs then contmbuors ex-
anne the constoueion ol e and gender as Toundatonal
categores ol the Boansh colomal project, aond depier the Ro-
P ne-cra esplorer as o tnsigonal Bgnaee hetween the pone
tively seicentitic obseover of the Fohighrenmenr and the sabid

colleanialist o thie Vi torian Irt'llnrl.

Yor the pommaoy soncces that enable this Kiodd ol yvesne
cation have nor been penerally available o schobios ol the
Romanne penod, mueh Tess to npdergradoates and peneral
veaclerss A great deal of the conremporan lirevature o pravel
and explornion has neser been repubhshed and s avnlable
oty i ptgor teseanrch libraries N comprehensive selection
al thos materal Tas nose heen reprmted an facsiole e the
for elegant volmmoes ander vesiew: fravels, Fxploradions il
Pompnves: Wratengs frome the b of il Pxpeansuwn, 177001839,
cehited b T Pulbond aned Poeyea | IWatsenne The edliters huave
done aonaginhicent jol ol selectng the most seminal ests
bamm the prnly massive corpus o conteniporany travel hirera
tve Lachob the Tonn sohwmes provides o desaled geograph-
vl ot Biastescical e tien: every testnal o seleotion s
accomparmed by biographical headnote o explaton
cochiotes, o h valipme covers a distinct j_u'nj.uiqﬂllt Ko
(1Y Newth Amerviea, (2% Do Faast, 150 Nl aoned St Todes, andd
by Mudadle st

Chatto e Towm addivons] vobiomes coverme the rest of the

o e publishied next vear by Prukenng &

worles () Ve, (00 frddia, 070 Sotdr Amevicer s Canbbean,

L

anted U8 Sonrh Sewex e Vnstradasig, When thas caghivolume
set s completed, scholars and generaid readlers will Tave ac-
cess tooan impressively broae ranpge ol Romannc-er travel
varrauves, maany of them previonsty avaifable onfy o specil-
isiss Because these narvatives contributed o the sellconcep-
tron and worldview of Rontantiecr woters in ways thal e
|LIsE W CoTning W B vneerstond, 1his colleciion [PrOTnses

por Tomelaomeniilly alter the sty ol Rommmticism.,

The vole of Broan i the wider world nnderwent dia
it changes dorng the Romantic period,  The fadl of the
First Brinsh l-'m[!li't* wits tintr kedd T che sorrender o General
Comrmwallis o rebel Amevican lorces at Yorktown i 781,
With the loss of s Amencan colomes; Brtam was sudelendy
et ol Troom vital sourees of raw materials and from crmcial
markets Loy ns manulactored goods. Duaring the 17905 1he
Boush termmories me Asee were atthcred by midsimanagemend
anel corrmipuon. and b the end ol the rlglll:*m”ll centuny the
Boitshe heonebod hisell was threarened by Frenche insvasion
[ 1RO when Napoleon upposed an embarpgo anall British
trede with the Evropean contment, Britain s economic siti-
non appeared morcasinghe precanons and asolaied, Yer In
N1 the Boosh armwy had deteared Napolean e Waterloo,
areed s iy and merchaont manime had estabibshed whaan his
tortans e the Second Empore, extendimg aeross vast tern-
toties on five contnents and comprsing 20 percent ol the
13y

thavel o world teade, and s global coonomie hegemony was

world's tonal populaton FR Britan controlled over o
expressed m oan ontward-looking culture than celebiared ime
poerial expansion and encouwraged the discovery of new tern-
tories, peoples, and narkers. These specicabo histoneal
developments were reflected ina vast body ol popubiar travel
e, cagerly purehased and devonred by readers who
were homgy tor lormation: about then own plwce inoa
clunging geapolitical Lindscape. Towel weiting durmg cdhis
period s neither stiabic nor “merely desariprive™ the e
tre ol el and explormtion consutntes a diverse and dy-
e genre thar refleos the profound . transtormation ol
Brsh culoare l|1lJI!u.g the Amerncan vevolution, the :"‘J'.lT;u:Ir—

ot wars, ard the estabilishoment of the Seconed l'.nII:ilc*,



Volimne T, Novth Aweveed, s ecived Iy Tone Fulloed with
Carol Balion Teollers an impressive range of selectians thi
Lot sosandy ane the Apevican (onier as o zone ol cncaone-
ter bemween Anglo-Amerncan explorers and Native American
peoples. Many ol the texis ofter fascinating ethnographic
matervial tor mstance, Jonathan Carver's Dravels through te
Intergn Pavts of North Aweeveee (1078) provides o fist-person
account of the Dakora Stons gl thie Neaovratow nf Il Cafatinty
and Adventures of fohn Fawper (1830) deseribes o thirv-vear
sojanen by o Kenmeky proneer aomong the Ofibwa-Ontawa In-
clisins, The Tonmmons soned indTuenial Pravels of William Bar-
tram (791 are excerpted here, along with Washington
brvinge s Astarm (1SS0, an account of the st Amencan sel-
Hement i the Pacilic Northwest Pevhaps maost fascinanng,
because least familiare 1o the presennr veviewer, are the ace
counts of westwinrd exploration i the Cionadian arcic: Sa-
Fhelsan v Bay tiv Hhe

Northern Cevern A 17U aned Alexander Nuckense™s even more

el Hlearoe's arduons fowrney from

throneds the Continent of
Fev e

coditons” words, Mackensie was oot ondy “thie st whire poan

astomishing and eventhd Viyoggr

North Awmevica to the Frocen and Pacific Odeans (1501

to evoss northern Amenica so the Packie” buon also o sney
“capable ol exciting a pubhe that had surfened on travel nar-
vatives” (1211, Mackenzie's Voyage exeniplifies the power-
tul, evocive, ver anelevstaed  guadite ol the hest el

E‘.I‘ilill}_‘, il 1he |It‘T'iHl|

Fhe editonr of the Newtde America volinne evinees oovelhe-
ment dislike, bordeng upon hostiliny, towind - Lewis and
C Lk, whose transcontinental journey with the "Corps ol Dis
covery” was nghtly regarded in s own nune as enacung o ban-
ciomental skl the rebianon ol the TS0 tovward the Goreat
West by proving the feasibilie of ancoverliond joumes deross
the comtinent, Althoughe i is pove g the ollieid aecon ol
this jotrmey, published o ST was not o hestseller, the
nuin reasan lor s relative unpopulariny is then Iy then there
were already multiple unotlicial accounts ol the journey com-
peting e the markeiplace. some published from personal
jourils kept by members ol the expedition, and others than
were blintn forgeries, The expeditnion ol Lewis and Clok, i
short, was one ol the grear “medn events”™ o) the early e
teenth centry, attracting a broad veadesship in the TUS and
in Brivon, and it fundamentally altered the geopolitical situa-
von i North America bor e rest of the centuny, For all of
these reasons, todeserves more than illh'l the cnrsory 1reil-
ment that i receves i this collecton, which excerpts only a
brwet gecount ol wskivonsh benween asoaldl detachment cone
nuanded by Lews and s party of Blockloon Indians, Althongl
this passage does oller o dramatic narranve, avis an isolited
mcicent of violenee that s uncharacteristie of the entire jon-
ney, which was remackable tor the peacetnl and Tnendly pel
nons established hetween the explovers and the many Tadim
navans they encounmtered on then westward poannev. -
deed, this skirmmsh s the ondy imcdene onothe entire journey
m which shors were lived o oanger The cditor nogh well
have chosen 1o EXCCTP b 1are 1V pi Al episode, such as the

portage ol the Great Falls of the Missonri. which called upon

234

Al the strength and pgenuiy ol the explorers, ar Lewis's
Hst encounter with the Shoshone people, i which he pro-
cecded lorward done, arned, beaving preseats o hand,
tewanrds an armed baned of unlviendly Native Amenicans, Al-
ter some skittishness on bhothy sides, Lewis and Clak estal-
lished cordial relatons with the Shoshone,  That same iy
they bore witness tooan nnexpected reanton, when their com-
patnion Sacagawen recoginged the Shoshone chiel as her own
long-lost hrother. Such o dramatic moment of recognition
maghe well hove Deen o loded e this voluome, since i oflers
prodound insight into the coltoval significance of the jourmey
of Taswis aned Clark

Villoime 2. P Bast. s edived by Ton Fallord and Peter

- Kason. The contents ol this volume comprise a gazenteer

of the region through European eves: perhaps the Treshes
and most disnmenve parritive onehaded here s Carl Peter
I hunherg™s accaunt of Tas travels o Japan, Since Japen was
Clossed toall Torergners except the Dateh duaring this peviod,
Hs cnbrre assioned an exatie, forbidden guality 1o most Brit-
ish readers. Thonberg, a Swedish batanist whao posed as a
wader for the Duteh Fast India Commpuany, avived i Naga-

sakd e 1775, and he eventaallv camed access o the counrt ol
the Shogun, Japan s supreme roler, i Kvotos Aller spending
several wmonths e fapan, Thuobevg vetiened howne: ated
penned an account ol 1os jowrney: lse published m Genman,
lis  Treeefs were soon teanshoed oo Eonglishe (P79 e
French (E794) 0 Evenoday, Thunberg's Pravels vesonate with
the deep cultiral dissonance expencnced on both sides of
the encounter: the ladies of the court found their Earopean
visitors “ehistiebangly nghvt (22200 while Thunberg was fascr
mated by the mmperial palace, the wea ceremony, and  the
e hlv=elecorared silks worn by has hosts, Cher selecnons m
this volume desvelop the theme of coltpral dissonunce; partic-
iharly colodul and perceptive aceonnts mchade John Bin-
vow's Lraowds o Chana CIRO4) andd John Crawlard’s fournad of
fie the Cowrts of S el Cockren Cleiren (1R2H},

which ofters one ob the tust pubhished accounts of Singapore.

et sy

Ablsor ol grear intervest s the Mewmore of Awn 2 fredson, Late M
sty Ao Buemerfe (1R51) which provides o disuncively fe-
nude perspecnve upon the Yaropean encounter with the Far
Fast, As an Nmerican missiomny to Burma, Ann Juddson La-
Bovee 1o convert the “heathen”™ andd o rescne her hoshand
tromm captivitys whien shie died of a topical Tever ) she came 1o
be regarded hack inothe LS s oo siont and partyr 1o the
canse of evangehcal Protestannsme Inothis memoir, the *Orni-
el s merely g scenw Euu'ktlmp bove o Doonndioy Woestern varras
tivee ol Chirstion marrveddon,

Vilboine b Neawth wndd Soeth Podes, s cedied by Peten 1.
Iitsenr This vodume traces the valion elTors o British ex-
plovers, from Jaomes Cook through John Frankhing Willam
Foobwaird Parry, and John Ross: o dhiscover the Novthwes: Pas-
sawe, o hvporthencal warer ronte across Narthe America o the
Pacilie Oxcean andd the tabled seealth ol Tneha and Cathay, Al-
though by the carly nincteenth century it was already quite

donbuul thar any such roue exastec, nevertheless the |:-.'-_wt:]1ir



mnpetative ol some deep. myvihig geopraphy lured men and
ships ever northward towand the erernal icepack and G ogom
strnggle for sunvival, This wis no place Tor wooden sailing
ships, but the explorers kept on trving, olten remaining ice-
bound Tor months o vears, sublering from scurvy, frostbine,
and starvation, and finallv mping home 1o tell then tale.
Ihe larrowing nacvatives collected m this volome were Eisci-
nating hestsellers ack in Bricin, and although the seientific
and cthnographic observations made i the comrse ol these
journeys never seemed o alfer adequate recompense lor the
hardships encomrtered along the way, nevertheless theve al-
witvs sectned to e some c'*-;pinl'l.'l brave or loolhardy enoigh
oo give it one more v Maybe thos time, Binadly, he would
(el the hidden passage o Indi thatwould eomchoats discoy-
crer bevoned the wealth ol Kings! Also collected e this vol-
die are additional excerpts from the herow jorrmeys ol
Hearne and Mackenze by canoe aeross the Canadian tandia
(previowsly excerpred ino volume 1) Antarene explorers,
from: Jumes Cook through James Weddell, also ke an apr
pearance heres Not included i this vohime thy reason o
ey is the Timal Victorian chapter ol the doomed Brinsh
guiest for the Northwest Passage: John Franklng's final vovage
ol 180 which vianshied mo the vast icebound northern seas
annel was never heard Trom again, Even so, with s varied andd
well-ohosen excerpts, tus volwme offers o coherent aned dra-
pitic narcative b Boosh exploranon in the Arcne and
Anturcne, deiven by oo wend nwithic compulsion e debance

ol reason ot sotenoe.

Volume 1, Muddle Fast s edited In il |0 Magzeo
| Leve agaan, the selectons are exemplarv, with thooghtul -
fention o the eoormons tange and voten ol iravel accounis
emanating Trom the Middle Fast during this period. OF spe-
cial interest is Constantin Volney's Pravels on Svea aend Lyt
(17873, which was not ondy intended For avmchonr travelers,
b also “puided Napoleon's T795 invasion of the Fase” (101,
By providing precise geographic and ethnographic inform-
tion, Volnev's acconnt provided Napoleon with iseful mih-
tary tntelligence for his mwvasion ol Egvpt and Sviiae Another
Laseinating narranve is penned by Byvronss Tricnd Jolim Can
Hobhouse, whose fowrney thoough Albavea, and Other Proveneces
of Prrkey o

Byron's rounish public persona by confinming elements ol

to Comesterndinaple (TR was intendded 1o enhance

Byron's poeti wil—}m-m'mnti-m. Prose travel marrative,
this case, serves to retnborce aned extend poetic Betion, Keel-
ers will also tooen with great interest 1o Monntstiant Elplin-
stome’s Aveannd af the Kingdone of Candil
of the Afgeenr Neation (18100, a0 herveely prond, independent,

el wanr=torn nation bhoth then and pow,

el oty own Bvortie travel aniratives, Caansten

(e
Nichubin's Travels throwgh Avabie (17921, 08 excerpted i val-
ame Ao This aerative s aterly archenypal: Niebuahne cmbarks
on o voyage commissioned by the King of Denmark o dhis

cover the wuden of Eden, supposedly hidden samewhere m

o Compising o TN TL

,‘_{j’.;"}

thiee remote deserts of Aralna Fehis, His five l.i:l'lll|h-1|‘|if.'h SUIC-

cunth one by one twooviedence and disease, and he alone re-

tens o tell the tile. There sosomething keenly compelling
ahone Niehbuhn s narvcanve, espectally when he is left alone to
continue his journes i some o the most hostile and torbid-
it terrain ever encountered by Enropean explovers, | am
somewhat disappointed by the selection from Niebuhi's jour-
nev excerpled heves 1t describes o fairly routine yoyage deross
e Red Sea. betore his solo adveniires. have really begun.
Bl this passage whets the reader’s appetite, i will have

serveel as ITTRETRLTAN

I considering the scholinly vilue of these vohames as a
whale, Tam puzeled by the decision of the pubhisher (o pre-
selnt these tests i faestmile. The rtionale for Lacsunile pub-
heation s nowhere explined by the editors, and momy view
i odetracts brom the readabiling of these volumes withouo ad-
ding anvthing of significance o thewr scholarly value, Facsim-
e publicanon only makes sense o conveys mmlormation
U wonled otherwise e Tost, ot icadds historical anthenbe-
iy o the reading experience. Pubhishing Shakespeare's Fiesy
Folio i facsimile makes good sense Tor both of these rea-
sons. Bt bosn Bind o good reason to reproduce excerpts
fromn nimetecnth-venturny tnnel books in lacsimile. Indeed,
these Daestimles oflter very hinde usetal miormanon o a0 1ex-
il scholar, bhecause i this edinon the excerpts are photo-
resized and stapped ol ndepages, dedications. page nom-
bers, runnine headers, catchwords, and  Toliaton marks.
s shorn ol medividual guirks, these Lwsimiles convey liude
of their original veaderly charmt Pevhaps a lew readers will
be thrilled by the antiguarian allure ol old wypelaces: bur |
CX el thatt seeny readers watildd ]rr'rh'l Pov seres Lhese Lests resel
i clear modern wpe, with Tootnotes at the Bottimmn ol the
RESLLSE CIlne o oo EL witive note, however, these volumes are
bewnnlulhy produced, on acid-dree paper with sewn bhindings,
aned they melude anoimpeceable editorial apparatus, with ex-
cellent hibliographies of prinsary and seceondary works, and a

comsohiebated dex o the eond af the foorth volume,

Stch rmuplvl::-nniw collecton o Ramantic-era
el marrarives is unprecedented. This exquisitely pro-
duced and impeccably edited collection otlers @ westlth ol
fresh material toseholios o Romanucism, and becaase it
cogaging, readables and wellsmpotated, 1 should also prove
of wrear imerest 1o nndergradieres and  general readers.
Preeveds, Exploradions ek Panpives: Weatengs from the Fae of Fon e
rreel dxpevison Delomngs e every iniversiy librarvy, and mdivid-
vl prrchisers will also Tind dr 0 worthwhile investmen
tespecially at the special dhiscount prices TI!IH[I;"." at the Picker-
mp & Chatto website). Ulnmately this collection may prove
of preatest value o mnstractors who seek 1o design cowrses on
Ronpantic ltevatre i the contest of new geopolitcal veali-
tes, dand new constuctions ol ethnicity and gender, that
cierged o e ol Brtsh nnperil expansion on i global

siale
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