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SHAWN FAWSON

Fr a g m e n t s  o f  a  m o n a s t e r y  a t  D u s k

The m o n k  tel ls the s to ry  abou t  the p ra i r ie  
w i t h o u t  t o u c h i n g  a n y th in g .

U n t i l  he names the c lo ud  c loud  
sunsets fa i l ,  and rain never  covers 
f ields and towns.

U n t i l  he names the b lossom b lossom 
no one eats apples, no one sees bees 
and n o t h i n g  st ings.

Years go by.

W h e n  he names the vow  vow, 
c louds move;  blossoms fal l .

H e ’s o u t  o f  s ight ,  by now. It  was a lo ng  wa lk ,  
a rough w i n d .  T h e  whea t  parted 
and le f t  tha t  great k i n g d o m  
on a clean blade.
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