
CutBank CutBank 

Volume 1 
Issue 78 CutBank 78 Article 43 

Spring 2013 

The Car is a Car Leaving The Car is a Car Leaving 

C Dylan Bassett 

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.umt.edu/cutbank 

 Part of the Creative Writing Commons 

Let us know how access to this document benefits you. 

Recommended Citation Recommended Citation 
Bassett, C Dylan (2013) "The Car is a Car Leaving," CutBank: Vol. 1 : Iss. 78 , Article 43. 
Available at: https://scholarworks.umt.edu/cutbank/vol1/iss78/43 

This Poetry is brought to you for free and open access by ScholarWorks at University of Montana. It has been 
accepted for inclusion in CutBank by an authorized editor of ScholarWorks at University of Montana. For more 
information, please contact scholarworks@mso.umt.edu. 

https://scholarworks.umt.edu/cutbank
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/cutbank/vol1
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/cutbank/vol1/iss78
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/cutbank/vol1/iss78/43
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/cutbank?utm_source=scholarworks.umt.edu%2Fcutbank%2Fvol1%2Fiss78%2F43&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/574?utm_source=scholarworks.umt.edu%2Fcutbank%2Fvol1%2Fiss78%2F43&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://goo.gl/forms/s2rGfXOLzz71qgsB2
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/cutbank/vol1/iss78/43?utm_source=scholarworks.umt.edu%2Fcutbank%2Fvol1%2Fiss78%2F43&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:scholarworks@mso.umt.edu


C D y l a n  Ba s s e t t

T h e  C a r  is a  C a r  L e a v i n g

1.
Ignore  the road. I n k y  green m o o n l i g h t  suspended l ike  a f ish on 
a hook .  Stars spin in ch ro n o lo g ica l  order . Snow fal ls against  the 
w in d s h ie ld  l i ke  a sideways tear.

2 .
We were o n l y  yesterday d re a m in g  in circles. I said W h e n  w i l l  I be­
come inv is ib le? and yo u  said People see each o the r  in eve ry th in g .
I saw yo u r  face in m y  e m p ty  bow l  and I tapped i t  w i t h  a spoon.

3 .
C o ld  gets in t h ro u g h  the vent .  Im ag ined  smell  o f  w a rm  bread. 
T h i s  is w ha t  happens to a m a n ’s shoes when  he dies, to a t raveler  
w h o  unders tands the words  bu t  n o t  the language.  B roken radio 
recept ion  m im ic s  voices o f  the dead. I he car t ires h u m  in to  the 
donkey-headed  nowhere.

4 .
Disaster means lack o f  star. T h e  last t im e  you  were in th is  car we 
ro l led  the w in d o w s  up.  You said a b i rd  breaks in to  petals the m o ­
ment  i t  h i ts  a wa l l .  A l ready  y o u r  red hai r  waved in the w in d  l ike 
a goodbye handkerch ie f .

3 .
C o n s ide r  the road:  every lovescape is in a rearv iew m i r r o r :  b lack 
feathered l ig h te n in g :  a b leat o f  m ig r a t i n g  b i rds:  the car is a car 
leaving: a p in w hee l  o f  l i g h t  in the so l i t a ry  c o n f i n e m e n t  o f  the 
universe.
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