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F l y i n g  a b o v e  M i s s o u r i

[Isaiah 5:13]

By b e n d s  th e  r iver 
we ig hs  t h e  g r o u n d  s m er i t .
A n g l i n g
for  a d e s t i n e d  s o u t h  
t h a t  n o w  s lopes  
th e  o t h e r  ca rd in a l s  
to w h e r e v e r  
th e  d ry n e s s  tows  
ca l l igraphy .

In t e r n a l  shore ,  
t he  m i n d ’s po le  
for t h e  p u m i c e  flat ,  
it c o n f o u n d s  
its p r e d i c a t e  role.
1'he River  is t h e  verb  

o f  t h e  verb  n a t i o n .

Lost it nev e r  see ms  
t h r o u g h  arcs t h a t  will  n o t  
g u id e  t h e  geese c h e v ro n  
or  th is  p l a n e  
m a p p e d  a n d  s c h e d u le d  
b e tw e e n  e a r th  a n d  h eaven  
g u l p i n g  c l o u d s  in rows,  
c l i m a t e ’s abacus .

A c h a t t y  na t ive  in t h e  nex t  seat  
pul ls  m e  to  his b o y h o o d  “T h e r e . ” 
T h e s e  m o l t e n  l ights  
b r e a t h e d  his d ense ,  i n t e n d e d  flow.



H e’s c o u n t e d  all his m a n  days 
s ince this wa te r  was his h o m e .  
Crad le ,  speaker,  mast  
u p o n  w hi ch  a peop le  
swayed s to rm  in to  course.

Briefly, as he rambles,  I p o n d e r  
the  landscape as w o u ld  be mine.  
I am  f luent  yet  foreign 
to its syllables.
Sibi lant  fo rm ed ,  
the  spinal  u n d u l a n t  
shapes  the  compass  
by w hich  a race I k n o w  
b u t  will no t  k n o w  me 
knows an d  is k n o w n .
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