
CutBank CutBank 

Volume 1 
Issue 43 CutBank 43 Article 4 

Winter 1995 

Superstar Superstar 

Amiri Baraka 

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.umt.edu/cutbank 

 Part of the Creative Writing Commons 

Let us know how access to this document benefits you. 

Recommended Citation Recommended Citation 
Baraka, Amiri (1995) "Superstar," CutBank: Vol. 1 : Iss. 43 , Article 4. 
Available at: https://scholarworks.umt.edu/cutbank/vol1/iss43/4 

This Poetry is brought to you for free and open access by ScholarWorks at University of Montana. It has been 
accepted for inclusion in CutBank by an authorized editor of ScholarWorks at University of Montana. For more 
information, please contact scholarworks@mso.umt.edu. 

https://scholarworks.umt.edu/cutbank
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/cutbank/vol1
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/cutbank/vol1/iss43
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/cutbank/vol1/iss43/4
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/cutbank?utm_source=scholarworks.umt.edu%2Fcutbank%2Fvol1%2Fiss43%2F4&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/574?utm_source=scholarworks.umt.edu%2Fcutbank%2Fvol1%2Fiss43%2F4&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://goo.gl/forms/s2rGfXOLzz71qgsB2
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/cutbank/vol1/iss43/4?utm_source=scholarworks.umt.edu%2Fcutbank%2Fvol1%2Fiss43%2F4&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:scholarworks@mso.umt.edu


Amiri Baraka

Superstar

We thought it was a game. Toss the ball 
up through the stone ring. Miss too often 
they take yr head

But then it went on & on, & the referees looked 
stupid. Turning to look at the crowd, 
we saw they were in chains

Now it occurred to us, that something weird had happened 
The other team surrounded us dressed in steel.
We cd see our dead brothers strewn around the court 
& their wives and family bent mourning them

looking up at the score board was worse 
Our faces were painted there, glamorous 
in nooses & headless

You were wondering what we did next?
This is next. Right Now. And 
we’re still trying to figure it out.
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