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Jo rg e  Luis Borges

The Causes

T h e  g e n e ra t io n s  an d  th e  s e t t in g  suns.
T h e  pass ing  days, of w h ic h  n o n e  w as th e  first. 
F reshness  of w a te r  in  th e  th r o a t  of Adam. 
Paradise, w i th  e v e ry  leaf in  place.
T he  ey e  in t e r p r e t i n g  th e  t e x t  of shadow s.
T h e  ho w ls  of c o u p l in g  w olves  in  th e  d aw n  l igh t .  
T h e  h e x a m e te r .  T he  w ord . T h e  lo o k in g  glass. 
T h e  T o w e r  of Babel and  its  v a u n t in g  p ride .
T he  m o o n  th a t  gazes  d o w n  on  th e  Chaldees.
T he  G anges  and  its  m u l t i tu d in o u s  sands. 
C h u a n g - tz u  and  th e  b u t te r f ly  t h a t  d ream s h im . 
T h e  g o ld e n  app les  of th e  H esperides .
T h e  fo o tp a th s  of th e  aim less  la b y rin th .
T h e  end less  fabric  of P ene lope .
T h e  Stoics in  t h e i r  ev e r  c i rc u la r  t im e .
T he  brass co in  in t h e  m o u th  of h im  w h o  died. 
T he  s w o rd ’s w e ig h t  as i t  p resses  d o w n  th e  scale. 
Each d rop  of w a te r  in  th e  w a te rc lo c k .
T h e  eagles, t h e  m a g n if ic e n c e ,  th e  legions,
And Caesar on  th e  m o r n in g  of Pharsalia .
T he  shadow s of th e  crosses on  th e  ea r th .
T he  P ers ian  an d  h is  a lg eb ra  and  chessboard .
T he  t ra c k s  and  trac es  of th e  g r e a t  m ig ra t io n s .  
T he  c o n q u e r in g  of k in g d o m s  by th e  sw ord.
T he  n e v e r - r e s t i n g  com pass. T h e  o p en  sea.
T he  t i c k in g  of th e  c lock  in m e m o ry .
T he  k in g  b r o u g h t  to  th e  ju s t ic e  of th e  axe. 
In ca lcu lab le  dus t th a t  o n c e  w as arm ies .
T h e  p u re  vo ice  of th e  n ig h t in g a l e  in D enm ark . 
T h e  p rec ise  l in e  of th e  ca l l ig ra p h e rs .
T he  su ic id e ’s face re f le c te d  in  th e  m ir ro r .
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T h e  c a rd s h a rp ’s h id d e n  ace. T h e  g re e d y  g o ld .
T h e  s tra n g e  shapes th a t  th e  c lo u d  ta ke s  in  th e  d e se rt. 

Each a rabesque  o f  th e  k a le id o s c o p e .
E v e ry  b i t in g  re g re t  and  e v e ry  te a r—
A n d  a ll o f th e se  th in g s  had  to  co m e  to  pass 

B e fo re  o u r  han d s  c o u ld  m e e t.

translated from the Spanish 
by Robert Mezey
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