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David G ar r iso n

Guidelines

And on and  on. Pe rhaps  th is  is t h e  mos t  
m easu rab le  day, th is  life. The  w a i t e r  
is b r in g i n g  dr inks ,  g in  & ton ic  on a 
ro u n d  tray.  Beside each  glass h e  sets a book 
abou t  t rees.  You can look at  s k e tch e s  of 
leaves and decide.  Or you can m ove  your  w ay  
t h r o u g h  t h e  w ords  and  t h e  l i t t le  m aps  w i t h  t h e i r  
blue  bands  for w in te r ,  p in k  for sum m er ,  waves  
of m ig ra t io n  up, m o re  or  less, and  down.
You can im a g in e  it. Also, some clear
advice abou t  w h i c h  cons te l la t ions  are
app ro ac h ab le  a f te r  ten,  and  h o w  you m i g h t
o r i e n t  yourself,  re la t ive  to th is
r iver .  T h e r e ’s very  l i t t le  h e r e  about
t h e  smells of th ings,  t h o u g h  of course  th e se  m a t t e r
r e m e m b e r  h e r  hair,  r e m e m b e r  t h e  boy ’s
head,  and  b e n d i n g  bes ide  h im  to kiss once
more ,  t h o u g h  h e ’s a l ready  asleep.  And t h e r e ’s
some confus ion  abou t  noise,  w h i c h  is
sad, because  w h a t  a w or ld  t h e r e  is in t h e
n igh t ,  even  here ,  p a r k in g  t h e  old car  n e a r
t h e  sycamore ,  n e a r  t h e  m o o n l ig h t .  Even
bones  are  a qu ie t  music,  even  bones.

C u t B a n k
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