CutBank

Volume 1 .
Issue 25 CutBank 25 Article 17

Fall 1986

El Radio

W. Bishop

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.umt.edu/cutbank

b Part of the Creative Writing Commons
Let us know how access to this document benefits you.

Recommended Citation
Bishop, W. (1986) "El Radio," CutBank: Vol. 1 : Iss. 25, Article 17.
Available at: https://scholarworks.umt.edu/cutbank/vol1/iss25/17

This Poetry is brought to you for free and open access by ScholarWorks at University of Montana. It has been
accepted for inclusion in CutBank by an authorized editor of ScholarWorks at University of Montana. For more
information, please contact scholarworks@mso.umt.edu.


https://scholarworks.umt.edu/cutbank
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/cutbank/vol1
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/cutbank/vol1/iss25
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/cutbank/vol1/iss25/17
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/cutbank?utm_source=scholarworks.umt.edu%2Fcutbank%2Fvol1%2Fiss25%2F17&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/574?utm_source=scholarworks.umt.edu%2Fcutbank%2Fvol1%2Fiss25%2F17&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://goo.gl/forms/s2rGfXOLzz71qgsB2
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/cutbank/vol1/iss25/17?utm_source=scholarworks.umt.edu%2Fcutbank%2Fvol1%2Fiss25%2F17&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:scholarworks@mso.umt.edu

W. Bishop
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El Radio

| wake to his voice.

In a dream | was told
El Radio is God here
And | believe it.

Where jungle eats at foothills

and birds drop to flames at sunset,
El Radio rules a willing world.

In empty squares at midnight,

he backs young men

yearning for the knife fight.

He fills the village houses,

visiting his people,

promising them a life

they will never know.

He lightens women
and they dance for him
beside the river.

Men take him up volcanoes,
burn resin, search for

the hidden message of their days
lost in his voice,

in his improvident voice.
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