
CutBank CutBank 

Volume 1 
Issue 23 CutBank 23 Article 22 

Fall 1984 

Parliament of Ravens Parliament of Ravens 

Lawrence Millman 

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.umt.edu/cutbank 

 Part of the Creative Writing Commons 

Let us know how access to this document benefits you. 

Recommended Citation Recommended Citation 
Millman, Lawrence (1984) "Parliament of Ravens," CutBank: Vol. 1 : Iss. 23 , Article 22. 
Available at: https://scholarworks.umt.edu/cutbank/vol1/iss23/22 

This Poetry is brought to you for free and open access by ScholarWorks at University of Montana. It has been 
accepted for inclusion in CutBank by an authorized editor of ScholarWorks at University of Montana. For more 
information, please contact scholarworks@mso.umt.edu. 

https://scholarworks.umt.edu/cutbank
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/cutbank/vol1
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/cutbank/vol1/iss23
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/cutbank/vol1/iss23/22
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/cutbank?utm_source=scholarworks.umt.edu%2Fcutbank%2Fvol1%2Fiss23%2F22&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/574?utm_source=scholarworks.umt.edu%2Fcutbank%2Fvol1%2Fiss23%2F22&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://goo.gl/forms/s2rGfXOLzz71qgsB2
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/cutbank/vol1/iss23/22?utm_source=scholarworks.umt.edu%2Fcutbank%2Fvol1%2Fiss23%2F22&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:scholarworks@mso.umt.edu


Lawrence Millman

Parliament o f Ravens

Late spring in the mountains. Seven ravens gaze down on the 
low-lying world and their bristly yellow beaks point and gesticulate. 
Not sunlight but hauteur makes their plumage iridescent; and not 
the northernly wind but the notion of plunder swivels their sleak 
heads now toward one farm, now another: If the horizon should 
turn indigo with the promise of rain, we will travel to Straumness 
. . . if pinholes of light appear through the clouds, then we will 
invade Baer . . . no, Baer is seeded more by scree than by grass 
. . . On and on they croak in these hungry heights. For they are 
deciding (as with all legislators) which lambs to kill.
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