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Sarah Kirsch

SUMMONS CHANT

Phoebus, red-crashing bank of clouds 
Swim
Under his eyelid mingle 
with my hair
Bind him so he doesn’t know 
If it is M onday or Friday and 
W hat century, if he read Ovid 
Or saw him, if I 
Am his spoon, his wife or 
A cloud anim al rapidly 
Cutting across sky

translated by 
Elizabeth Weber
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