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PSYX 100: Introduction to Psychology 
Spring 2014, Section 7

GBB 122, 6:10-8:00, M W

Instructor: Priya Loess

Phone: (406) 243-6347 *This phone is shared

Email: priyadarshani.loess@umontana.edu ^Preferred method of contact*

Office: 053 Skaggs Building 

Office Hours: M: 5-6, T: 12-1, W: 5-6

Course Description: Psychology is the science of human and animal behavior and mental 
processes. As a survey course, Introduction to Psychology provides an overview of the methods, 
terms, theories, and findings in the field. By understanding principles of psychology, you will learn 
more about yourself, others, non-human animals, and relationships. This course primarily employs a 
lecture format, although your comments, questions, and discussions are strongly encouraged.

Learning Outcomes:

1) Understand Psychology as a multifaceted discipline
2) Understand how historical events shaped the field of Psychology
3) Understand human behavior through multiple perspectives (e.g. behavioral, 

physiological, social, cognitive)

Required Text: Weiten’s Psychology: Themes and Variations. 9th edition.

Optional Material: PsykTrek CD-ROM and/or Themes and Variations Study Guide

NOTES:

Academic Misconduct: All students must practice academic honesty. Academic misconduct is 
subject to an academic penalty by the course instructor and/or a disciplinary sanction by the 
University. All students need to be familiar with the Student Conduct Code. The Code is available 
for review online at http://www.umt.edu/SA/VPSA/index.cfm/page/1321

Incompletes: Departmental and university policies regarding incompletes do not allow changing 
“incomplete” grades after one year has passed since the “I” was granted.

Disabilities and Special Learning Needs: It is your responsibility to inform your Instructor, at the 
outset of this course, of any disability and the ways that you and the DSS have determined are 
necessary to accommodate your needs.

Attendance: While attendance is not required it is HIGHLY recommended. If you are not able to 
attend lecture it is YOUR responsibility to get the notes. Additionally, students are responsible for



any announcements made in class. These may include changes in policy, due dates, or assignment 
requirements.

Please note, as part of your grade, there are seven in-class participation activities. There will be no 
opportunity to make-up these activities if you are not in class when they take place.

Classroom Behavior: All students will be expected to be in class on time, and to be attentive to the 
lecture and activities during class time. It will also be expected that students maintain a respectful, 
collegiate environment. All students should feel free to ask content-relevant questions in class.

Electronic Devices: The use of wireless communications devices during class is prohibited. This 
specifically includes such activities as 1) placing or receiving phone calls, 2) sending or receiving text 
messages, and 3) internet searching, game playing, etc.

If you are an emergency professional (physician/nurse, counselor/therapist, EMT, etc) or you are 
expecting an EMERGENCY communication please set your wireless device to its silent alarm mode 
and quietly exit the classroom to respond.
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Exams:

You are required to take 4 exams, including the final. Exams will consist of multiple choice and 
short answer questions. The first 3 exams will be administered during class time in your regular 
classroom. Please note, no student will be allowed to start any exam once another student has 
completed the exam and left the room.

Course Grade:

There will be four exams. Each exam, including the final, is worth 50 points. There will also be 7 
randomly assigned in-class assignments, each worth 3 points. These comprise “participation points” 
and will be assigned randomly throughout the semester.



Assignment Total Points Possible

50 pointsExam 2

50 pointsExam 4

Participation 7 @ 3 pt each = Max of 21 points

Exam 1 50 points

Exam 3 50 points

Research Experience credits Required for a grade

Total Points 221 points possible

Your final grade is based on the percentage of the total possible points that you earn. Because grades 
are not curved in this class, every student has the opportunity to earn an A in this course. 
Alternatively, every student can fail this course if they fail to meet criteria.

Grade Rubric:

Final Grade Points Percentage
A 198 - 221 90%-100%
B 176 - 197 80%-89%
C 154 - 175 70%-79%
D 132 - 153 60%-69%
F 0 -1 3 1 <60%

What can I expect on the exams?

Lectures will follow the chapters in the book but may contain extra material. All chapters in the 
book will be covered (except chapters 9 and 14) as well as some additional topics. Exam questions 
will include material from the text and material covered in lecture, whether it was in the text or not. 
Therefore, it is important for you to both read the text and attend lectures regularly.

The beginning of each chapter in your textbook includes an outline. This outline can help you focus 
on the critical material in each chapter. At the end of each chapter is a Recap section. Concentrate 
your textbook study efforts on knowing the Key Ideas, Terms, and People listed in the Recap 
section. Completing the Practice Test at the end of each chapter is a good way to prepare for exams.

What should I bring to the exams?

For each of the exams, you will need to bring a #2 pencil and an NCS Test Sheet 50/50, form No. 
95142. When purchasing your scantron, you maybe able to simply ask for the “psychology 
scantron.” You can purchase this Scantron form in the UC and the Think Tank for 25 cents. Please 
note that no student will be allowed to start an exam once another student has completed the exam 
and left the room.



NOTE: Study guides are typically not provided for tests; you are expected to know all the material 
from the textbook, lecture and supplementary materials (such as videos).

Make Up Policy:

There will be no make-ups for missed in-class assignments.

To make up an exam you must:

• Notify me before the exam and bring proper documentation.
o Examples of documented circumstances that may merit approval include the 

following:
■ Illness or accident
■ Death or family emergency
■ University-sanctioned activity

Research Experience: Psychology is a science built on systematic research of both human and non­
human animals. A critical aspect of this course is becoming familiar with how that information is 
obtained. There are two ways to meet this course requirement and they may be combined in any 
manner to meet the 8-credit research experience requirement.

The research experience portion of this class is not graded but it is required for a grade in the 
course. You may choose either or both of these options (e.g., 4 credits of research participation with 
4 credits for reading about research for 8 total credits) but this requirement must be met by the end of 
the semester.

1) Participation in original research. In this option, you will sign up to participate in actual
psychology experiments. Individual experiments may range from 1 to 8 credits. Typically, each 
credit takes about 30 minutes. You can sign-up for research studies using the SONA system. For 
more information about SONA go to the following 
webpage: http://cas.umt.edu/psvchologv/Undergraduate/default.php

Click on the “Sona Research Participation” link on the left pane. You will need to create a 
SONA account. You can do this through the following webpage: umontana.sona-systems.com

Make sure that you identify this course when you create an account so that your credits will be 
allocated appropriately.

You can only participate and receive credit for a study once. If you participate in a study more 
than once, you will only receive credit for the first experiment. Some psychological research 
projects require participants who possess special characteristics. You may have the opportunity 
to participate in an in-class screening/testing day to be eligible for those experiments. The results 
of the assessments are confidential, and participation in the screening /testing day is optional.

You can also keep track of your hours on an experiment tracking sheet (see below). Fill out the 
appropriate information about the study on this sheet, and bring it with you to the studies. The 
researcher may stamp/sign your sheet. Do not lose your tracking sheet. This is your paper 
record of your participation.



2) Reading about original research. In this option, you will identify, read, and summarize an 
original research article in 1-2 pages. Each summary is worth 2 research credits. A separate 
handout is available on moodle and outside Skaggs 053 with the details.

What happens if I don’t finish the research experience requirement?

Students who do not complete their research experience credits will receive an Incomplete for 
the class. Students with Incompletes will be allowed to finish their research experience 
requirement only through the reading about research option. Consistent with university policy if 
you do not resolve your Incomplete within one year, your grade will revert to one letter grade 
lower than what you would have received otherwise. Be aware that if you earn an “Incomplete” 
in any course at UM, an “I” remains on your record permanently, even if you eventually 
complete the work.

Screening Day: Screening day is February 12th. This day is designated to provide you an 
opportunity to earn research credit (2 units) and to provide researchers an opportunity to screen 
Psychology 100 students for other studies later in the semester. Screening day is in the first hour of 
lecture for that day only and is not in your normal lecture room therefore you will need to attend 
class prior for the room announcement. Screening Day location will be announced ASAP, to be 
immediately followed by a shortened lecture in our classroom.



Course Calendar
(May be subject to change)

1/27, Monday Syllabus

1/29, Wednesday Chapter 1 -  Evolution of Psychology

2/3, Monday Chapter 2 -  The Research Enterprise

2/5, Wednesday Chapter 2 & 3 - Research /  Biological Bases of 
Behavior

2/10, Monday Chapter 3 & 4 - Bio. /  Sensation & Perception

2/12, Wednesday Screening Day/ Chapter 4 -  Sensation & Perc.

2/17, Monday President’s Day -  No Class

2/19, Wednesday Exam 1 (Ch 1, 2, 3, 4)

2/24, Monday Chapter 5 - Variations in Consciousness

2/26, Wednesday Chapter 5 & 6 - Consciousness /  Learning

3/3, Monday Chapter 6 - Learning

3/5, Wednesday Chapter 6 & 7 - Learning /  Human Memory

3/10, Monday Chapter 7 - Memory

3/12, Wednesday Chapter 8 -  Language & Thought

3/17, Monday Chapter 8 Language & Thought

3/19, Wednesday Exam 2 (Ch 5, 6, 7, 8)

3/24, Monday Chapter 10 -  Motivation and Emotion

3/26, Wednesday Chapter 10 & 11- Motiv. /  Human Development

3/31, Monday Spring Break -  No Class

4/2 , Wednesday Spring Break -  No Class

4/7, Monday Chapter 11 -  Human Devel.

4/9, Wednesday Chapter 12 - Personality

4/14, Monday Chapter 12 - Personality

4/16, Wednesday Exam 3 (10, 11,12)



4/21, Monday Chapter 15 -  Psychological Disorders

4/23, Wednesday Chapter 15 & 16 - Psych. Dis. /  Treatment of 
Psych. Disorders

4/28, Monday Chapter 16 -  Treatment of Psych. Disorders

4/30, Wednesday Chapter 13 -  Social Behavior

5/5, Monday Chapter 13 -  Social Behavior

5/7 Wednesday TBA

5/12, Monday Final Exam: Monday May 12, 7:40 -  9:40 p.m., 
GBB 122 (Ch 13, 15,16)



Psyx. 100 Syllabus 9.

RESEARCH REQUIREMENT RECORD SHEET

Name:____________________________________  Instructor:_______________________________

You a re  e x p e c te d  to  participa te  in 8 credits (2 credits/hour of participation) of research  credit to successfully 
c o m p le te  Psychology 100. Failure to c o m p le te  all 8 credits will result in an  "incom plete" for the  course (there 
is no benefit to earning more than  8 credits of research  credit). The to p  row is for you to record the  time, 
location a n d  c o n ta c t  information for earning research  credits. The bottom  row is for the  researcher  to  fill-out. 
Please co n ta c t  your instructor if you h a v e  any  questions.

1 .

Experiment C o d e Date Location C o n ta c t Points

Researcher
Signature

Lab Stamp Date

2 .

Experiment C o d e Date Location C o n ta c t Points

Researcher
Signature

Lab Stamp Date

3.
Experiment C o d e Date Location C o n ta c t Points

Researcher
Signature

Lab Stamp Date

4.
Experiment C o d e Date Location C o n ta c t Points

Researcher
Signature

Lab Stamp Date

5.
Experiment C o d e Date Location C o n ta c t Points

Researcher
Signature

Lab Stamp Date

6 .

Experiment C o d e Date Location C o n ta c t Points

Researcher
Signature

Lab Stamp Date



Psyx. 100 Syllabus 11.

Please Remove this Page from Your Syllabus

This is not a  legally binding docum ent; it is a  written acknow ledgem ent on the part of the responsible 

college student tha t you have read  an d  understand the policies an d  guidelines of this course.

SIGNATURE OF ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

I,________________________________________ (PRINT YOUR NAME) h e r e b y  a c k n o w l e d g e  th a t  I h a v e
re c e iv e d  a  c o p y  of  t h e  Introductory Psychology (Psyx. 100) syllabus for Spring 2014. I h a v e  r e a d  
t h e  syllabus a n d  u n d e r s tan d  all of the course policies and requirements. I r ecogn ize  t h a t  it is my 
responsibility to  s e e k  clarification r ega rd ing  a n y  a s p e c t  of  t h e  syllabus, t h e  cou rse  requirements,  or 
t h e  g rad ing  policies if th e y  a r e  unc lea r  to  me.

Signature D a te

Code name information

I do not post grades with student identification numbers, therefore, you will need to provide me with a “code 
name” if you would like your grades posted following tests. Please be certain that you choose a code name that is 
familiar to you so that you remember it when looking up your grades. Also, please refrain from choosing 
inappropriate code names, as they will not be accepted.

Code Name:____________________________________

*Detach this page and return it to me before the second day o f class*
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