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Review of recent publications

Abstract
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voices of women which are often ignored or which receive little atten-
tion are offered to be read and to be heard, some no doubt for the
first time in the history of literature. This volume invites us to rewrite
the history of poetry and that of the fundamental role that women
play therein. Michael Bishop deliberately places women poets in the
canon, and this process constitutes in a sense a second section of his
previous critical work entitled Contemporary French Women Poets
(Rodopi, 1995). Moreover, in this new work, the emphasis and the
theoretical orientation are found in the ideas of presence and experi-
ence. This work situates itself at the heart of the discourse of contem-
porary poetry, while retaining the specificity of contemporary femi-
nine production. Michael Bishop reminds us, then, that intertextual
relationships are inherent to these texts, in which the problematics
frequently relate to one another: “writing poetry as a woman today
invariably involves reading the work of other contemporary women
poets” (xvii). How can we thank an author of such an enterprise
which addresses itself to a broad audience of researchers, teachers,
students, and lovers of poetry?

Martine Antle
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill

Stanley Black. Juan Goytisolo and the Poetics of Contagion:
The Evolution of a Radical Aesthetic in the Later Novels.
Liverpool UP: Hispanic Studies Trac (Textual Research and
Criticism), 2001. Vol. 18. x + 261 pp.

As suggested by his title, Black’s primary objective is to portray the
“radical aesthetic’—metaphorically speaking, the “poetics of conta-
gion”—that governs Juan Goytisolo’s evolution, both as novelist and
essayist, from Sefias de identidad forward. The critic shows consider-
able skills of interpretation (the dense and descriptive interludes not-
withstanding) as he develops a suggestive and contextualized portrait
of the way in which Goytisolo’s theory and praxis are intertwined. He
does so as he emphasizes the correlations between Goytisolo’s novels
and essays on the one hand, from Problemas de la novela (1959) until
Cogitus interruptus (1999), and, on the other, between Goytisolo and
a wide range of contemporary theoreticians and philosophers, for-
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the end of the book there is enough information about the land, the
people, and the political history of Ecuador to provide the context
needed to understand its culture and its literature. This information
includes a map of Ecuador and a replica of the National Seal as it
appears in the center of the flag.

I commend Kenneth Wishnia for the excellence of his critical study
Twentieth-Century Ecuadorian Narrative. This book is a solid piece
of scholarship, well researched and clearly written, which begins to
do justice to a literary tradition that gives us a glimpse into that
magical world set in the Andean mountains, between the Pacific Ocean
and the Amazon River, known as the Republic of Ecuador.

Adelaida Lépez de Martinez
University of Nebraska-Lincoln
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