Studies in 20th Century Literature

Volume 6
Issue 1 Getting the Message: On the Semiotics Article 2
of Literary Signification

9-1-1981

Semiotic Consequences

Jonathan Culler
Cornell University

Follow this and additional works at: https://newprairiepress.org/sttcl

b Part of the American Literature Commons, French and Francophone Literature Commons, and the
Modern Literature Commons

This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Noncommercial-No Derivative
Works 4.0 License.

Recommended Citation
Culler, Jonathan (1981) "Semiotic Consequences," Studies in 20th Century Literature: Vol. 6: Iss. 1, Article
2. https://doi.org/10.4148/2334-4415.1624

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by New Prairie Press. It has been accepted for inclusion in
Studies in 20th Century Literature by an authorized administrator of New Prairie Press. For more information,
please contact cads@k-state.edu.


https://newprairiepress.org/sttcl
https://newprairiepress.org/sttcl/vol6
https://newprairiepress.org/sttcl/vol6/iss1
https://newprairiepress.org/sttcl/vol6/iss1
https://newprairiepress.org/sttcl/vol6/iss1/2
https://newprairiepress.org/sttcl?utm_source=newprairiepress.org%2Fsttcl%2Fvol6%2Fiss1%2F2&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/441?utm_source=newprairiepress.org%2Fsttcl%2Fvol6%2Fiss1%2F2&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/465?utm_source=newprairiepress.org%2Fsttcl%2Fvol6%2Fiss1%2F2&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1050?utm_source=newprairiepress.org%2Fsttcl%2Fvol6%2Fiss1%2F2&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
https://doi.org/10.4148/2334-4415.1624
mailto:cads@k-state.edu

Semiotic Consequences

Abstract

This paper outlines the semiotic perspectives of Saussure and Peirce and the points at which these quite
different theories intersect. It considers the implications of these points of intersection for literary studies
and uses the example of Oedipus Rexto illustrate the semiotic character of acts and facts.
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