Studies in 20th Century Literature

Volume 9 | Issue 2 Article 6

1-1-1985

Radiguet Revisited

Leon S. Roudiez
Columbia University

Follow this and additional works at: https://newprairiepress.org/sttcl

b Part of the French and Francophone Literature Commons, and the Modern Literature Commons

This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Noncommercial-No Derivative
Works 4.0 License.

Recommended Citation
Roudiez, Leon S. (1985) "Radiguet Revisited," Studies in 20th Century Literature: Vol. 9: Iss. 2, Article 6.
https://doi.org/10.4148/2334-4415.1164

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by New Prairie Press. It has been accepted for inclusion in
Studies in 20th Century Literature by an authorized administrator of New Prairie Press. For more information,
please contact cads@k-state.edu.


https://newprairiepress.org/sttcl
https://newprairiepress.org/sttcl/vol9
https://newprairiepress.org/sttcl/vol9/iss2
https://newprairiepress.org/sttcl/vol9/iss2/6
https://newprairiepress.org/sttcl?utm_source=newprairiepress.org%2Fsttcl%2Fvol9%2Fiss2%2F6&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/465?utm_source=newprairiepress.org%2Fsttcl%2Fvol9%2Fiss2%2F6&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1050?utm_source=newprairiepress.org%2Fsttcl%2Fvol9%2Fiss2%2F6&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
https://doi.org/10.4148/2334-4415.1164
mailto:cads@k-state.edu

Radiguet Revisited

Abstract

A re-examination of Raymond Radiguet's novel, Le Diable au corps, from a textual point of view. Thanks to
the knowledge made available by linguistic and psychoanalytic theories, we are now able to read this
novel less as a study of adolescent love in its more or less universal aspects and more as the account of
the destructive behavior of a troubled, narcissistic adolescent who is basically incapable of love. History
is brought in only to show that, contrary to appearances, the story is set outside of history. Narrative,
word, and letter patterns, in addition to symbolism, are used to justify that interpretation. On the other
hand, no attempt is made to "psychoanalyze" Radiguet himself: the text alone is allowed to reveal what
the writing subject is doing—regardless of the conscious or unconscious aspect of the "author's"
personality.
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