Studies in 20th Century Literature

Volume 9 | Issue 2 Article 2

1-1-1985

Brancusi and His Poets

Joshua S. Mostow
University of Pennsylvania

Follow this and additional works at: https://newprairiepress.org/sttcl

b Part of the American Literature Commons, Film and Media Studies Commons, and the German
Literature Commons

This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Noncommercial-No Derivative
Works 4.0 License.

Recommended Citation
Mostow, Joshua S. (1985) "Brancusi and His Poets," Studies in 20th Century Literature: Vol. 9: Iss. 2,
Article 2. https://doi.org/10.4148/2334-4415.1160

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by New Prairie Press. It has been accepted for inclusion in
Studies in 20th Century Literature by an authorized administrator of New Prairie Press. For more information,
please contact cads@k-state.edu.


https://newprairiepress.org/sttcl
https://newprairiepress.org/sttcl/vol9
https://newprairiepress.org/sttcl/vol9/iss2
https://newprairiepress.org/sttcl/vol9/iss2/2
https://newprairiepress.org/sttcl?utm_source=newprairiepress.org%2Fsttcl%2Fvol9%2Fiss2%2F2&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/441?utm_source=newprairiepress.org%2Fsttcl%2Fvol9%2Fiss2%2F2&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/563?utm_source=newprairiepress.org%2Fsttcl%2Fvol9%2Fiss2%2F2&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/469?utm_source=newprairiepress.org%2Fsttcl%2Fvol9%2Fiss2%2F2&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/469?utm_source=newprairiepress.org%2Fsttcl%2Fvol9%2Fiss2%2F2&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
https://doi.org/10.4148/2334-4415.1160
mailto:cads@k-state.edu

Brancusi and His Poets

Abstract

This article examines four poems on the work of the modern sculptor Constantin Brancusi, written
between 1922 and 1966 by four different poets: Carl Sandburg, Mina Loy, Jean (Hans) Arp, and Jiri Kolar.
The purpose of the article is to explore how the varying poetics of these writers—the modernism of the
Chicago Renaissance, Futurism, Dadaism, and Concrete poetry—influenced the poets' reception and
interpretation of the sculptor and his work. This study approaches the relations between visual and verbal
art through a semiotic methodology, and while the discussion of the poems takes the form of
comparative literature, the main concern of the essay is a Rezeptionsgeschichte of Brancusi's work. This
reception has had a direct influence on twentieth-century literature due to the importance of visual art
theories and programs for the poetry of the time. Brancusi's work serves as a constant and as a tool with
which to examine and articulate the differences between these four important literary movements.
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