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From Iron to Glass: Transparency and Pluralism

Abstract

The author reads a number of recent architectural constructions in Paris (mainly the Louvre pyramid, but
also the Musée d'Orsay and the Institut du monde arabe) and argues that they affirm the plurality of
contemporary France while at once inscribing and subverting the conventions of its (once) dominant
culture: the Arab world in the heart of Paris, the museum cum railway station as the focal point of
conflicting tastes, the pyramid as both accomplice and critic of history. Their pluralism qualifies them as
postmodern. These monuments also propose a new role for today's museum. The building itself
becomes an art object, and the museum is not reduced to its function as a place for education and
edification; it demands an inventive and exploratory initiative on the part of the visitor.

Keywords
architectural constructions, Paris, Louvre pyramid, architecture, Musée d'Orsay, Institut du monde arabe,
plurality, contemporary France, inscribing, subverting, dominant culture, Arab, Arab world, museum,

railway station, conflict, taste, pluralism, postmodern, history, criticism, art object, building, art, education,
edification, visitor

This article is available in Studies in 20th Century Literature: https://newprairiepress.org/sttcl/vol20/iss2/4


https://newprairiepress.org/sttcl/vol20/iss2/4

Fauvel: From Iron to Glass: Transparency and Pluralism

Published by New Prairie Press



Studies in 20th & 21st Century Literature, Vol. 20, Iss. 2 [1996], Art. 4

https://newprairiepress.org/sttcl/vol20/iss2/4
DOl 10.4148/2334-4415.1394



Fauvel: From Iron to Glass: Transparency and Pluralism

Published by New Prairie Press



Studies in 20th & 21st Century Literature, Vol. 20, Iss. 2 [1996], Art. 4

https://newprairiepress.org/sttcl/vol20/iss2/4
DOl 10.4148/2334-4415.1394



Fauvel: From Iron to Glass: Transparency and Pluralism

Published by New Prairie Press



Studies in 20th & 21st Century Literature, Vol. 20, Iss. 2 [1996], Art. 4

https://newprairiepress.org/sttcl/vol20/iss2/4
DOl 10.4148/2334-4415.1394



Fauvel: From Iron to Glass: Transparency and Pluralism

Published by New Prairie Press



Studies in 20th & 21st Century Literature, Vol. 20, Iss. 2 [1996], Art. 4

https://newprairiepress.org/sttcl/vol20/iss2/4
DOl 10.4148/2334-4415.1394



Fauvel: From Iron to Glass: Transparency and Pluralism

Published by New Prairie Press



Studies in 20th & 21st Century Literature, Vol. 20, Iss. 2 [1996], Art. 4

https://newprairiepress.org/sttcl/vol20/iss2/4
DOl 10.4148/2334-4415.1394

10



Fauvel: From Iron to Glass: Transparency and Pluralism

Published by New Prairie Press

1



Studies in 20th & 21st Century Literature, Vol. 20, Iss. 2 [1996], Art. 4

https://newprairiepress.org/sttcl/vol20/iss2/4
DOl 10.4148/2334-4415.1394

12



Fauvel: From Iron to Glass: Transparency and Pluralism

Published by New Prairie Press

13



	From Iron to Glass: Transparency and Pluralism
	Recommended Citation

	From Iron to Glass: Transparency and Pluralism
	Abstract
	Keywords

	tmp.1401811606.pdf.EIIDk

