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AEFA offers educators conference, 
yearbook and journal. 

American 
Education 
Finance 
Association: A 
Focus for the 
Education 
Finance Debate 

by Nelda H. Cambron·McCabe 

The American Education Finance Association (AEFA) 
was es lab Ii shed in 1975 "to provide a forum for the discus· 
sion and debate of issues in educational f inance, and to 
encourage and support experimentation and reform which 
will make education finance practice responsive to emerg· 
ing needs."' As the only professional organization foc us· 
ing on educational linance, the AEFA attracts members 
from diverse groups in the education finance field includ· 
ing academicians, researchers, local and state school ad· 
ministrators, teachers, attorneys. political scientists, 
economists, and legislators. The association faci litates 
communication among these various groups through an 
annual conference, a yearbook, and the Journal of Educa· 
tion Finance. 

The Association 
Although the American Education Finance Associa· 

tion has a relatively brief history, its antecedent was the 
National Conference on School Finance established in 
1958 by the Committee on Educational Finance of the Na· 
tional Education Association (NEA). Under the direction of 
NEA, these annual conferences drew state and local offi· 
cars of NEA affil iates, state education agency personnel, 
and professors of school administration. The early confer· 
ences addressed wide-ranging Issues, and many of the 
themes and topics are rem iniscent of today·s AEFA meet· 
in gs. 

Because of the changing structure .and priorities of 
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NEA, the organizat ion sponsored its last school finance 
conference in 1972. The urgency of school f inance issues 
and the expressed interest of previous conference atten· 
dees prompted the National Educational Finance Projec t 
to sponsor a natio nal meeting in 1973. In 1974 the Ins titute 
for Educational Finance (IEF) at the University of Florida 
and Phi Delta Kappa f illed the void, and in 1975 the IEF re· 
ceived funding under Title V of the Elementary and Sec
ondary Education Act to continue the meeting. To ensure 
continuation of the annual education finance confer
ences, supporters at the 1975 meeting established a pro
fessional organization and elected Professor Roe L. Johns 
as the first president. Later that year the AEFA was legally 
constituted. 

With the formation of AEFA and the changing nature 
of education f inance in the 1970s, the tradit ional interests 
expanded to include new and diverse groups concerned 
with financial reform. In contrast to the earlier NEA group, 
the largest percentage of AEFA's membership consisted 
of academicians and researchers, state education agency 
personnel and local schoo l administrators with significant 
representation of legislators, legislative staff members, 
federal agency personnel. and teacher organ izations. 

In addition to individ ual memberships, the Assocla· 
tiof) provides for sustalni ng and institutional members. 
The sustaining membership evolved from an interest and 
concern of other professional assoc iations that an organi· 
zation should exist for the debate of educational finance 
issues. These membersh ips have been significant in al· 
lowing AEFA to expand its activities. The American Asso
ciation of School Admin istrators and the National Educa
tion Association are charter sustaining members and were 
later joined by the American Federat ion of Teachers and 
for several years by the Association of School Business 
Officials. These organizations have a representative on 
the board of directors and participate fully in all associa· 
t ion business. The institut ional membership ($100 per 
year) was established for col leges and universi ties. The in· 
stitut

ional 
benefits include four copies of the annual year· 

book, two subscriptions to the Journal of Education Fi· 
nance, and four student registrations at the annual conf er
ence. 

Of particu lar interest to graduate students are the 
Jean Flanagan Research Awards recogn izing outstanding 
dissertation research in school finance. At each annual 
conference, three awards are presented in the memory of 
Jean Flanagan, who organized the original NEA finance 
conferences and was in fluent ial in establishing AEFA. 

Membership In AEFA 
Membership benefits have expanded byond simply 

the opportunity to attend an annual conference. Through 
the comprehensive association membership of $70, mem· 
bers receive an annual yearbook, a subscription to the 
Journal of Education Finance, conference registration, 
and all organizational mailings. 

In 1980, AEFA initiated its first yearbook, School Fi· 
nance Policies and Practices-The 1980's: A Decade of 
Conflict. This series, published by Ballinger Publishing 
Company, has enabled the Association to provide an in· 
depth review of critical issues and to further accomplish 
its overall goals. Other yearbook t i tles are Perspectives in 
State School Support Programs, The Changing Politics of 
School Finance, and School Finance and School Improve· 
ment: Linkages for the 1980s. Editors include James W. 
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Guthrie, K. Forbi s Jordan, Nelda Cambron -McCabe_, and 
Al Ian Odden. 

Another benefit of comprehensive membership is a 
subscription to the Journal of Education Finance. The 
Journal of Education Finance, publ ished by the Institu te 
for Educat ional Finance at the Universi ty of Flor ida, has 
been a part of AEFA membership since the organization 
was establ ished in 1975. Through AEFA representation on 
the journal's board o f edi tors, the association in fl uences 

editorial and publication polic ies. Add itio nally, the execu· 
tive editor o f the Journal serves as an ex o ffic io member of 
the AEFA board of d irectors. 

The annual con ferences focus on emerging and con· 
t inuing issues in education f inance. The 1983 conference 
addressed topics such as the federal role in school f i· 
nance, fiscal cond ition o f education, l inkage s between 
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education and business, and strategies for coping with 
declining s tate budgets. The theme o f the 1984 meeting to 
be held in Orlando, Florida, on March 15·17, is "Financing 
o f Educat ional Excellence ." The program has been de· 
signed to explore a number o f issues, bu t especiall y to 
examine the costs and impli cations o f the national task 
force reports on education. 

Requests for further information can be directed to 
the president of AEFA at 350 McGuffey Hall , Miami Univer· 
sity, Oxfor d, Ohio 45056. 

1. Bylaws of the American· Education Finance Associ· 
ation adopted May 12, 1978, p. 1. 
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