
Kansas Agricultural Experiment Station Research Reports Kansas Agricultural Experiment Station Research Reports 

Volume 0 
Issue 1 Cattleman's Day (1993-2014) Article 961 

1987 

Effects of preweaning and postweaning implants on suckling, Effects of preweaning and postweaning implants on suckling, 

growing, and finishing steer performance - a three trial summary growing, and finishing steer performance - a three trial summary 

D.D. Simms 

T.B. Goehring 

R.W. Lee 

See next page for additional authors 

This report is brought to you for free and open access by New 
Prairie Press. It has been accepted for inclusion in Kansas 
Agricultural Experiment Station Research Reports by an 
authorized administrator of New Prairie Press. Copyright 1987 
Kansas State University Agricultural Experiment Station and 
Cooperative Extension Service. Contents of this publication 
may be freely reproduced for educational purposes. All other 
rights reserved. Brand names appearing in this publication are 
for product identification purposes only. No endorsement is 
intended, nor is criticism implied of similar products not 
mentioned. K-State Research and Extension is an equal 
opportunity provider and employer. 

Follow this and additional works at: https://newprairiepress.org/kaesrr 

 Part of the Other Animal Sciences Commons 

Recommended Citation Recommended Citation 
Simms, D.D.; Goehring, T.B.; Lee, R.W.; Brandt, Robert T. Jr.; Laudert, S.B.; and Kuhl, Gerry L. (1987) "Effects 
of preweaning and postweaning implants on suckling, growing, and finishing steer performance - a three 
trial summary," Kansas Agricultural Experiment Station Research Reports: Vol. 0: Iss. 1. https://doi.org/
10.4148/2378-5977.2364 

brought to you by COREView metadata, citation and similar papers at core.ac.uk

provided by Kansas State University

https://core.ac.uk/display/267189455?utm_source=pdf&utm_medium=banner&utm_campaign=pdf-decoration-v1
https://newprairiepress.org/kaesrr
https://newprairiepress.org/kaesrr/vol0
https://newprairiepress.org/kaesrr/vol0/iss1
https://newprairiepress.org/kaesrr/vol0/iss1/961
https://newprairiepress.org/kaesrr?utm_source=newprairiepress.org%2Fkaesrr%2Fvol0%2Fiss1%2F961&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/82?utm_source=newprairiepress.org%2Fkaesrr%2Fvol0%2Fiss1%2F961&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://doi.org/10.4148/2378-5977.2364
https://doi.org/10.4148/2378-5977.2364


Effects of preweaning and postweaning implants on suckling, growing, and Effects of preweaning and postweaning implants on suckling, growing, and 
finishing steer performance - a three trial summary finishing steer performance - a three trial summary 

Abstract Abstract 
Over 500 crossbred steers were used in three trials to compare lifetime implant strategies and to study 
the effects of implanting during the suckling period on performance in the growing and finishing periods. 
Contrary to previous research, implanting in the suckling period did not increase suckling gain. Implanting 
in the growing period increased (P<.05) average daily gain, and the implant response in the growing 
period was not influenced by suckling implant treatment. Steers implanted twice during the finishing 
period had similar finishing gains regardless of prior implant treatment. Steers implanted only once during 
the finishing phase gained less (P<.05) than those implanted twice, and while their gains were higher than 
those of control steers, the difference was small (P>.05). Implanting steers in the finishing phase tended 
to improve feed conversion but again the difference was not statistically significant. All implant 
treatments increased (P<.05) lifetime average daily gains and total gain, and there was no difference 
among implant combinations. Implant treatments increased lifetime gains by 30 to 54 lbs. Because 
implanting in the suckling period did not reduce cattle performance during the growing and finishing 
periods, there appears to be no basis for discounting the price of previously implanted cattle. Additionally, 
this study emphasizes the importance of reimplanting cattle during long finishing periods 
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