
Kansas State University Libraries Kansas State University Libraries 

New Prairie Press New Prairie Press 

Symphony in the Flint Hills Field Journal 2012 – The Prairie: Its Seasons and Rhythms 
(Laurie J. Hamilton, Editor) 

Rose Kretsinger (1886-1963): Renowned Quilt Artist of Emporia Rose Kretsinger (1886-1963): Renowned Quilt Artist of Emporia 

Barbara Brackman 

Follow this and additional works at: https://newprairiepress.org/sfh 

Recommended Citation Recommended Citation 
Brackman, Barbara (2012). "Rose Kretsinger (1886-1963): Renowned Quilt Artist of Emporia," Symphony in 
the Flint Hills Field Journal. https://newprairiepress.org/sfh/2012/prairie/10 

To order hard copies of the Field Journals, go to shop.symphonyintheflinthills.org. 

The Field Journals are made possible in part with funding from the Fred C. and Mary R. Koch Foundation. 

This is brought to you for free and open access by the Conferences at New Prairie Press. It has been accepted for 
inclusion in Symphony in the Flint Hills Field Journal by an authorized administrator of New Prairie Press. For more 
information, please contact cads@k-state.edu. 

http://newprairiepress.org/sfh
http://newprairiepress.org/sfh
https://newprairiepress.org/
https://newprairiepress.org/sfh
https://newprairiepress.org/sfh/2012
https://newprairiepress.org/sfh/2012
https://newprairiepress.org/sfh?utm_source=newprairiepress.org%2Fsfh%2F2012%2Fprairie%2F10&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://newprairiepress.org/sfh/2012/prairie/10
http://shop.symphonyintheflinthills.org/
mailto:cads@k-state.edu


147146

  Rose Kretsinger (1886-1963):
Renowned Quilt Artist of Emporia

P aradise        G arden      quilt   
1 9 4 6

C alendula         quilt   
1 9 3 0 - 1 9 3 2

O rchid      W reath      quilt   
1 9 2 8

N ew   R ose    T ree    quilt   
1 9 2 9

Botanical images have been among the most popular in United States quilts. 

Rather than drawing directly from their gardens, most quiltmakers drew from 

centuries of folk art traditions. The abstractions we see as fruits and flowers can be 

traced to many cultures on many continents, including Greek mythology, the Judeo-

Christian Bible, and Islamic, Indian, and Persian traditions.

Rose Francis Good Kretsinger was a professional designer with a degree from 

the School of the Art Institute of Chicago where she took classes from Alphonse 

Mucha and other leaders in the Arts and Crafts movement. She began making quilts 

inspired by antiques during the 1920s. 

Rose Kretsinger is considered one of the twentieth century’s master quiltmakers. 

After she took up quilting in the 1920s she traveled to Lawrence to study the old 

quilts at the University’s Art Museum, believing new commercial trends produced 

quilts she called “tiresome.” Because the quilts there inspired Rose, her daughter 

donated the Kretsinger collection of fifteen quilts to the museum.

The [Spencer Museum] collection has increased over the years, with gifts from 

generous donors of a single quilt or a small group of three or four. The quilts are 

kept in climate-controlled storage, with most rolled around acid-free cardboard 

cylinders and covered with dust protectors of cotton sheeting to protect them for 

future generations.

Text is reprinted with permission from Flora Botanica: Quilts from the Spencer Museum of Art by 
Barbara Brackman. Quilt images reproduced with permission from the Spencer Museum of Art.


	Rose Kretsinger (1886-1963): Renowned Quilt Artist of Emporia
	Recommended Citation

	tmp.1458913686.pdf.V28bz

