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Flint Hills Land, Sky, and People
Rosalia Ranch

 Butler County Kansas

Welcome to the Kansas Flint Hills, a place known for its rich grasslands, 

expansive skies, and resilient people.  This annual event affords

a unique opportunity to celebrate the last stand of tallgrass prairie

and the people who call it home.  Join us as we renew our commitment

to our home on the range through art, music, and history.

Kansas Governor Sam Brownback
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symphony in the Flint hills, inc. works to heighten appreciation and knowledge 

of the tallgrass prairie, an ecosystem that once covered 170 million acres of north 

america.  through year-round programming, we celebrate the history, ecology, and 

culture of the Kansas Flint hills.  each June 7,000 kindred spirits gather for our 

signature event, which includes heritage and culture presentations and a world-

class symphonic concert in an unmatched prairie setting.

each september we collaborate with Camp Wood YMCa on Joyful noise: a 

Music and prairie Family Camp, where participants of all ages receive instruction 

by professional music educators, learn about prairie landscape, and attend a 

twilight concert.  performers at the 2014 Joyful noise on september 27 will include 

grammy-award-winning cellist eugene Friesen and fiddler darol anger. 

none of our year-round programming would be possible without the support of our 

many patrons and sponsors.  thank you for your support.  the 2014 Field Journal 

aims to tell the story of this unique place through written word and art.  We hope that 

you will leave with a new resolve to preserve the last stand of native tallgrass prairie.

Christy Davis, Executive Director
 Symphony in the Flint Hills, Inc.

Symphony in the Flint Hills, Inc.

o U r  M i s s i o n

Heighten appreciation and knowledge of the tallgrass prairie by providing opportunities 

to experience symphonic music and place-based education in the Kansas Flint Hills

o p p o s i t e  p a g e :  C h a s e  C o U n t Y  e a r t h  &  s K Y !
Dale Allison Hartley



C o n t e n t s

a C t i V i t i e s  a n d  p r e s e n t a t i o n s

schedule of activities           xi

prairie art   xii

heritage and Culture presentations  xiv

C o n C e r t

Kansas City symphony Musical selections  xvii

program notes  xviii

Kansas City symphony  xx

Conductor  xxi

Kansas City symphony Musicians  xxii

narrator/Master of Ceremonies/sign Language interpreter  xxiv

F L i n t  h i L L s  L a n d ,  s K Y ,  a n d  p e o p L e

Flint hills Land, sky, and people — editors  xxvi

L a n d   1

sustainable prairie — Brian obermeyer  3

oil in the Flint hills — rex Buchanan   11

Kansas, the Flint hills, and Water — susan stover  17

such a sight: Fire and prairie identity — Julie Courtwright  23

Fireline (poem) — steven hind  29

a tenuous Foothold in the Flint hills:  the greater prairie-Chicken

  — Virginia Winder   31

s K Y   39

the sky (poem) — William stafford  41

June’s grace in the hills — rolla Clymer  42

Frederic remington — Jessie perry stratford and Lawrence Klintworth  45

Laurence Coffelt — Lawrence Klintworth  47

perry Lowery, Cornet player — Christy davis  49

photographing the Flint hills — John Morrison  52

the Mustang (poem) — andy Wilkinson  60

the streets of Laredo — Frank Maynard   62

in search of place (poem) — h.C. palmer   64

the road to ivanpah — Jay price  66

prairie print Makers — from Coutts Memorial Museum  69

p e o p L e   73

the osage of the Flint hills — Kathleen auschwitz  75

the Kanza:  people of the south Wind — Crystal douglas  79

Butler County’s Kafir Corn Carnivals — Joyce thierer  83

oil Boomtowns — Christy davis  87

elegy for a prairie town (poem) — h.C. palmer  90

the goat-gland doctors of rosalia — Jan Farrar  93

open to the World: Countryman’s rodeo — Jim hoy  98

teter rock — sandy dorsey   102

the rosalia ranch of the gottsch Cattle Company  105

t h a n K  Y o U
sponsors  108

patrons   110

grassroots  114

the Westar energy green team  116

Volunteers  118

symphony in the Flint hills, inc. Board, advisors, and staff  123

special thanks   124

home on the range   127

ixviii

Julie Wagner


	Table of Contents and Introduction
	Recommended Citation

	2014.1Frontmatter1

