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Voices from the German Democratic Republic: An 
Anthology o f Contemporary East German Pros~eT 
Ed. by B a r b a r a E l l i n g and A n d r e a s M i e l k e . 
S l a v i c and East European A r t s , German I s s u e , 
V o l . 3, No. 2 ( F a l l , 1985). Stony Brook: S t a t e 
U n i v e r s i t y of New York, 1985. 1G5 pages. $8.00 
( s i n g l e i s s u e ) . 

Seven s t o r i e s by s i x a u t h o r s have been 
s e l e c t e d and i n t r o d u c e d by s e v e r a l of the 
l e a d i n g GDR l i t e r a t u r e s c h o l a r s i n US u n i v e r 
s i t i e s . By R o l f S c h n e i d e r (b. 1932) i s "Love 
S t o r y " (1985); f o l l o w e d by E r i c h Loest (b. 
1926), "Two L e t t e r s from Rohdewald" (1975); 
I r m t r a u d Morgner (b. 1933), "Broken Mythology" 
and "The M a t r i m o n i a l Con-Lady" (both 1983); 
Helga Schütz (b. 1937), " B e r l i n 5 P.M." (1982); 
Helga K ö n i g s d o r f (b. 1938), "The L i t t l e P r i n c e 
and the G i r l w i t h Lumber-Colored Eyes" (1982); 
and M a r i a Seidemann (b. 1944), "Lennart's House 
— L e n n a r t ' s W i f e " (1 983). The t e x t s a r e 
preceded by g e n e r a l l y e x c e l l e n t i n t r o d u c t o r y 
essays by Andreas Mielke, Peter Uwe Hohendahl, 
Margy Gerber, P a t r i c i a Herminghouse, Nancy 
Lukens, and Frank Hirschbach, r e s p e c t i v e l y . 

The e d i t o r s seek, w i t h t h i s modest c o l l e c 
t i o n , to a c q u a i n t American r e a d e r s w i t h GDR 
l i t e r a t u r e , that i s , to f i l l what they perceive 
as a need f o r u n d e r s t a n d i n g of GDR c u l t u r e 
through recent short prose t e x t s . To the extent 
t h a t GDR l i t e r a t u r e i s read at a l l i n the USA, 
m o s t l y i n German as a r e q u i r e m e n t i n German 
language and l i t e r a t u r e courses i n US u n i v e r s i 
t i e s , i t i s g e n e r a l l y regarded as a p o l i t i c a l 
barometer, and much a t t e n t i o n has thus been paid 
to d i s s i d e n t l i t e r a t u r e which c r i t i c i z e s what i s 
seen as being wrong with the GDR. Although the 
e d i t o r s of t h i s anthology would l i k e to provide 
"more than j u s t a mere pro m i s e of a l i t e r a t u r e 
i n which p o l i t i c a l and a r t i s t i c m e r i t s do not 

e x c l u d e one another" ( 5 ) , they do not w h o l l y 
succeed w i t h the texts they have se l e c t e d . 

"Two L e t t e r s from Rohdewald" t r e a t s the 
anxiety of a r a d i o playwright who encounters a 
d i s s i d e n t t r a n s l a t o r r e c e n t l y r e h a b i l i t a t e d 
a f t e r f i v e years i n p r i s o n f o r h a v i n g a t t a c k e d 
SED c u l t u r a l p o l i c y ; the p l a y w r i g h t had d i s 
associated h i m s e l f from the t r a n s l a t o r and now 
anguishes over h i s lack of moral backbone during 
the f i f t i e s . And " B e r l i n 5 P.M." i s the s t n r y 
of two t e e n a g e r s from a town near Dresden who 
t a k e a day o f f from work to respond to a news
paper ad o f f e r i n g a R o l l i n q Stones album f o r 
s a l e i n B e r l i n : "You Can't Always Get What You 
Want." Both s t o r i e s c o n t a i n p o i n t s of view 
which are c r i t i c a l o f l i f e i n the GDR; n e i t h e r 
story has yet been published i n the GDR. 

Women p l a y a c o n s i d e r a b l y more i m p o r t a n t 
r o l e i n these s t o r i e s than one might expect from 
West German, A u s t r i a n , or Swiss s t o r i e s . Since 
f o u r of the s i x a u t h o r s are women and, to 
d i f f e r i n g d e g r e e s , p o l i t i c a l l y engaged 
f e m i n i s t s , t h i s i s as one might e x p e c t . These 
s t o r i e s do a superb job of t a r g e t i n g " p r e c i s e l y 
the c o n f l i c t s i n h e r e n t i n the e m a n c i p a t o r y 
p r o c e s s i n a s o c i e t y w h i c h i s s t i l l run by men 
and l a r g e l y f o r men ... which e x p e c t s women to 
e x c e l as w o r k e r s , w i v e s , and mothers" (6). The 
two Morqner t e x t s , c h a p t e r s 31 and 79 o f her 
n o v e l Amanda. E i n Hexenroman, are the most 
m i l i t a n t i n t h i s c o l l e c t i o n and a r e b o t h 
ge n e r a l l y d e l i g h t f u l and b i t i n g . 

The t r a n s l a t i o n s i n t o E n g l i s h were made by 
Andreas Mielke (Schneider), James P. McCandlish 
( L o e s t , Morgner, Schütz, and Seidemann), and 
Nancy Lukens ( K ö n i g s d o r f ) . They are somewhat 
u n d e r - e d i t e d and read l i k e t r a n s l a t i o n s . The 
anthology a l s o abounds with typographical e r r o r s 
which more c a r e f u l p r o o f r e a d i n g ouqht t o have 
e x c i s e d . The t a b l e of c o n t e n t s i s hidden on 
page 105 f o l l o w i n g ads f o r E a s t e r n European 
m u s i c i a n s and d r a m a t i s t s on t o u r . However, 
these f a u l t s do not d e t r a c t very much from a 

44 45 1

Rundell: Barbara Elling and Andreas Mielke, eds.: Voices from the German D

Published by New Prairie Press, 1987



highly readable s e l e c t i o n of re v e a l i n g and w e l l -
w r i t t e n s t o r i e s . 

Richard J . Rundell 
New Mexico State U n i v e r s i t y 

L i v i n g i n B e r l i n . By B a r b a r a E i n h o r n . 
Macdonald and Company Ltd., 1986. 45 pages. 

L i v i n g i n B e r l i n i s p a r t o f a s e r i e s d esigned 
to a c q u a i n t young r e a d e r s w i t h v a r i o u s w o r l d 
c i t i e s . In i t s a b b r e v i a t e d f a s h i o n i t does 
convey important f a c t s about the v i c i s s i t u d e s of 
l i f e i n the two complex c i t i e s of East and West 
B e r l i n . Author Barbara Einhorn discusses r e l e 
vant h i s t o r i c a l , p o l i t i c a l and s o c i a l r e a l i t y 
which i n c l u d e s the Nazi p e r i o d , the d i v i s i o n of 
B e r l i n , t h e B e r l i n W a l l , h o u s i n g , e d u c a t i o n , 
mass t r a n s p o r t , a l o n g w i t h some o f the more 
mundane d e t a i l s o f d a i l y l i f e . I t i s a wide 
range o f m a t e r i a l , and E i n h o r n h a n d l e s i t 
e f f e c t i v e l y . Yet i n her apparent d e s i r e to 
provide a balanced p i c t u r e of two very d i f f e r e n t 
yet r e l a t e d c i t i e s , her w r i t i n g s u f f e r s from an 
excess of caution and t a c t . She presents " j u s t 
the f a c t s " (but which f a c t s ? ) , l a c e d w i t h an 
optimism and d o m e s t i c i t y intended to appeal to 
young r e a d e r s . Yet such t a c t p r e v e n t s a more 
hard-nosed a p p r a i s a l o f the d i f f e r e n c e s between 
East and West B e r l i n . There i s no mention of 
the "AusländerhaG" t h a t has so shaken West 
B e r l i n i n recent years. Instead, we read of the 
" c o l o r f u l m i x t u r e o f <the c i t y ' s > p o p u l a t i o n . " 
Nor i s t h e r e mention o f the o r d e r s to shoot t o 
k i l l during escape attempts from East B e r l i n — 
a p o w e r f u l f a c t known to even very young East 
B e r l i n c h i l d r e n . S i m i l a r l y , i n a b r i e f d i s c u s 
s i o n on " F a m i l i e s and F e s t i v a l s , " the author 
d e s c r i b e s the Day o f the R e p u b l i c as "the b i g 
gest f a m i l y f e s t i v a l i n East B e r l i n " ; yet she 
n e g l e c t s the f a c t t h a t p a r t i c i p a n t s i n several 

of t h a t day's a c t i v i t i e s are c o m p e l l e d to take 
p a r t , t h a t E a s t B e r l i n e r s ( i n c l u d i n g c h i l d r e n ) 
speak w r y l y o f " f r e i w i l l i g e r Zwang" -- f o r c e d 
v o l u n t a r y p a r t i c i p a t i o n . These, t o o , are the 
f a c t s ; and they do require commentary which i s 
missing i n t h i s book. As one reads through t h i s 
volume, one senses t h a t the author i s a v o i d i n g 
some very thorny questions — questions, by the 
way, t h a t c h i l d r e n are more than c a p a b l e of 
a s k i n g . 

At a deeper l e v e l , the author misses an 
opportunity to examine more c l o s e l y the ways i n 
which p o l i t i c s and h i s t o r y i n f i l t r a t e i n d i v i d u a l 
and f a m i l y l i f e i n these c i t i e s . E x i s t e n t i a l l y , 
l e t a l o ne p o l i t i c a l l y or e c o n o m i c a l l y , i t i s a 
very d i f f e r e n t e x p e r i e n c e t o be on the East as 
opposed to the West B e r l i n s i d e o f the W a l l . 
Y e t , i n a b r i e f s e c t i o n o f t h i s book, "Young 
B e r l i n e r s Speak," t h e r e a r e , i n f a c t , no East 
B e r l i n v o i c e s -- an i m p o r t a n t o m i s s i o n . 
C e r t a i n l y a book for young people ought to shed 
some l i g h t on the ways i n which these German 
c h i l d r e n come to terms wi t h a complicated p o l i t 
i c a l and s o c i a l predicament. And some of these 
statements by West B e r l i n youngsters about the 
W a l l are i n s t r u c t i v e , i f b r i e f : "I t h i n k i t 
would be b e t t e r i f the W a l l wasn't t h e r e . I t 
would be e a s i e r f o r people to stay i n touch w i t h 
t h e i r f a m i l i e s . I t ' s s a d , r e a l l y . " But what 
would an East B e r l i n youngster have to say? 
Perhaps something l i k e I heard from a t w e l v e 
year o l d g i r l i n t h a t c i t y , a f t e r she had 
witnessed a t e l e v i s e d news report about an es
cape at t e m p t from her c i t y , her home. " I ' l l 
never f o r g e t i t . That was when I r e a l l y began 
to f e e l l i k e they were l y i n g to us here. Up 
u n t i l then I j u s t thought the Wall was there to 
keep 'them' out. But t h a t n i g h t on the West 
news they t o l d about t h i s man who was k i l l e d 
when he t r i e d to get over the W a l l . There was 
one p i c t u r e o f him l y i n g t h e r e i n 'no man's 
land,' dead I think. And j u s t because he wanted 
to go to the West. They s h o u l d have j u s t l e t 
him go; but they won't l e t any of us go. That's 
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