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Abstract: Hypotheses: Findings

=[llegal immigration has been an ongoing social H 1: Viewers that watch Fox News every day will have a higher fear of illegal immigration. H 1: Media Influence | |
problem, leading to a great deal of variety in public Fox New Is a Slgnl:flclf:\nt 1;act]cc)r In the fear of illegal
opinions. Conservative media have propagated fear of . . . . _ _ _ _ Immigration. Higher levels of exposure to Fox News
i,'i)egau immigration and have inﬂuerf’ce('j’ tﬁeir viewers H 2: Part 1; Those who identify as Conservatives will have a greater fear of illegal immigration than those correlate with higher fear levels, while other local new
perception. This past year, media coverage has been who identify as Liberals. Part 2; Those who political identity as Democrats will have less fear of illegal such as CNN and MSNBC are not significant to the
used to promote ideas on illegal immigration. The immigration than Republicans. fear pf illegal immigration. The hypothesis can be
different coverages were used to explain their own confirmed.

examples of what they thought about the current _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

immigration issue. Due to this, people were H 3: Those who Identify as a Conservative Republican will have a much greater fear of illegal immigration - 2: Political Identification

influenced to create their own opinions based on the than Liberal Democrats. Party identification and fear of illegal immigration
Information broadcasted. The framing theory implies nave a moder_ate_l){ strong relationship_ that is

that an individual preferred media influences their H 1: Media Influence statls_tlcally significant. The hypothesis can be
perception of illegal immigration. Using Chapman's confirmed

survey of American fears, | analyzed how the fear of etk Fox Newe | N o

illegal immigration is related to media choices. To B _ . . H 3: Media Influence v. Political Identification

what extent does media influence the fear of illegal Mo sy H 2: Political 1deology and Political Party Media Influence and Political Identification have a
immigration, and if the fear of illegal immigration is B Once r tice a ek strong relationship that is statistically significant
formed only through media influence. The analysis of S Reryday towards the fear of illegal immigration. By being able
the responses focused on the correlation between fear g " to confirm hypothesis 1 and 2, this last hypothesis can
and media influence. There is a significant S Polticalldeology be confirmed.

relationship between the fear of illegal immigration Monsenae

and conservative media coverage. The analyses i?ﬁ}jﬂﬁﬁmeral Conclusions

revealed that media influence is related to an
Increased fear of illegal immigration. The findings

[ Extremely Liberal

Political 1deology and political parties do

Count

determined that the person's media preference will “ Not Afraid Very Afraid — L :
shape their public opinion on illegal immigration. Fear of lllegal Immigration have_ a st_atlstlcal S!gmflcant towards |II_egaI
_ Immigration; media Influence, especially
A Review of the Literature Regression Results from Fox News, Is significantly greater,
| Table 2: Standardized Regression Coefficients Predicting showing that it is one of the biggest factors
"Media Influence: The Fear Of Illegal Immigration N to the fear of illegal immigration, whereas
m 1 1 ear or lliegal immigration
The _F:amln_g Thetory re:‘ﬁ N t_o ho‘év thte m:fdli cal Independent Variables B SEB B other news sources such as CNN and
associate an issue to another, in order to affect an . C L
individual’s perception T T o e MSNBC were statistically insignificant and
=Media coverage on this issue is usually negative. N not a dete_rm'”'”g fa(?tor t_O the development
Media coverage defines immigration as a problem, iz o A of fear of illegal immigration.
and offers possible solutions and causes of y—— 2005 021 - 008 o Poltical Party
Immigration into the U.S. BB Siong Republican References
=The findings suggest that people with strong anti- Political Ideology 123 021 -.194* =hef.f£ﬁd§if”h"can =Facchini, Giovanni, et al. “lllegal Immigration and Media
immigrant opinions may believe that the news - B Loaring Democrat Exposure: Evidence on Individual Attitudes.” SpringerLink,
Political Party -.133 019 -.223* O Strong Democrat Springer Berlin Heidelberg, 27 Sept. 2017,

coverage Is pro-immigrant and may also presume link.springer.com/article/10.1186/s40176-017-0095-1.

that the majorl’Fy of the an'e”CG IS pro-immigrant Age .160 021 214> *Fryberg, S. A., Stephens, N. M., Covarrubias, R., Markus,
as a result of biased media coverage. H. R., Carter, E. D., Laiduc, G. A., & Salido, A. J. (2011).
sPolitical Identification: Gender .051 .049 025 How the Media Frames the Immigration Debate: The
Critical Role of Location and Politics. Analyses of Social
Issues and Public Policy, 12(1), 96-112. doi:
10.1111/}.1530-2415.2011.01259.x
ll.l *Gravelle, T. B. (2016). Party Identification, Contact,
—m==l Contexts, and Public Attitudes toward lllegal Immigration.

Public Opinion Quarterly, 80(1), 1-25. doi:
10.1093/pog/nfv054

200
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*The Intergroup Contact Theory is defined as the
Interaction between different racial groups can
reduce prejudice and foster more friendly attitudes. Employment Status 002 013 004

=Those that are native-born workers are more

likely to experience competition for jobs and
ictioni ' Income 001 001 .036

express more restrictionist attitudes *Mckeever, B. W., Riffe, D., & Carpentier, F. D. (2012).

" There Is an und_erly!ng belief that Amerlcan-ness Notes. R2=.354;*p < .05 the p-value shows which variables are statistically Perceiv_eq Hostile Media_Bias, Presumed_l\/led_ia Influence,
IS as natural and Inevitable as genetics. significant. and Opinions About Immigrants and Immigration. Southern
Communication Journal, 77(5), 420-437. doi:
10.1080/1041794x.2012.691602
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