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CHAPTER I. 

INTRODUCTION 

With the mass media exerting a tremendous influence on our day­

to-day living, scholastic journalism with its emphasis on mass commu­

nication becomes a vital part of any high school curriculum. 

Career literature written about opportunities in journalism 

strives to motivate the high school student to consider professional 

journalism as his l_ife' s work. Even though the percentage of high 

school students who have been active in journalism functions and then 

elect professional journalism as a career has been small in the past, 

there has been a decided increase in the college journalism enroll­

ments since the year 1951. According to the Newspaper Fund, spon­

sored by the Wall Street Journal, 19, 229 young people were majoring 

in journalism careers in 1965 as opposed to 8, 769 in 19_51.· The fact 

re.mains that whether the high school students make the decision to 

pursue a professional career in journalism or not, they continue as 

consumers of the mass media after graduation from high school. As 

they assume their role in adult living, they become more cognizant of_ 

the media which reflect the American way of life. With this in mind, 



it seems nec�ssary to be aware of what the journalism program should 

entail when one is thinking of the high school programs, ·professional 

journalism and journal ism as offered in teacher-training institutions. 

For nearly two centuries some form of journal istic activity has 

existed in the secondary school. In an article appearing in the Septem­

'ber 14, 1968 issue of the Saturday Review, Hill ier Krieghbaum states: 

School journals are among the oldest of American publications 
going back to 1777, less than a year after the Declaration of 
Independence was signed in Philadelphia and less than a century 
after the first newspaper appeared in Boston in 1690. Although 
no copy exists of the initial issue, which was dated June, 1777, 
one of the is sues put out during _the fall" of that year still sur­
vives. It is a neatly hand-written copy call ed The Students' 
Gazette and was prepared by the students of the William Penn 
Charter School in Philadelphia. In contrast to some of the 
conventiC?nal publications of today that are reluctant about cov­
erage beyond the strict limits of their schoolyards, this earliest 
known issue refers in its fir�t paragraph to "the many Distur­
bances which have arisen in this State". Thus the tradition for 
broad-beam coverage is old, indeed. (23: 143) 

The Literary _Journal, the earliest surviving printed high school 

. paper, was published by the Latin School in Boston. The date of the 

paper was May 9 ,  1829 . It would seem that this was not the first 

printed school publication because an article in the first issue of The 

Literary Journal stated that the students were launching their paper 

due to the success of papers in other schools. (23: 143) 

It was on January 22, 19 48 , that about seven hundred alumni and 

students gathered at_ Shortridge High School , Indianapolis,· Indiana, for 

the. purpose of attending a reception and banquet at the school , honoring 

2 



the fiftieth anniversary of continuous pub�ication of the Shortridge 

Daily Echo. At that time the Echo was recognized as being one ·of the 

four high SGhool dailies in existence. In addition, it held the unique 

position of being the world's oldest high school daily newspaper. In 

.1948, according to the National Scholastic Press Association, the only 

other high school dailies were the Chatterbox of _George Washington 

High School, Danville, Virginia; the Crane Tech Chronicle, Crane 

Technical High School, Chicago, Illinois; and the Daily Pinion of 

Hawaii. 

Earlier publications which preceded the Echo were the Dawn, a 

monthly publication, and the Annual. These two appeared in 18 9 3  and 

they constituted the fir st publications of Indianapolis High School, 

which is now known as Shortridge High School. Later publications 

were the Silent Spectator, in 18 96, and the Comet, in the same year. 

The Silent Spectator was a four-page paper published every two weeks 

while the Comet was published weekly. 

3 

The first issue of the Daily Echo appeared on the scene Septem­

ber 2 6, 189 8 . At that time there were about one thousand students en­

rolled and the paper was distributed to them free of charge. Following 

_this, the school board, on December 16, 18 9 8 ,  granted $2 50 for the 

purchase of a press for the high school. In 19 48 ,  the Shortridge Daily 

Echo was still being printed in the school's own print shop. (18:316-317). 
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It was in 1912 that the first known class in high school journalism 

was instituted in Salina, Kansas. After this the movement became 

widespread- in the 1920' s. This was apparently the result of an effort 

to motivate students in English composition and to broaden the curric­

ulum beyond the traditional classical subjects. 

In the 1930' s and 1940' s high school journalism came of age when 

school boards., superintendents and principals noted its educational 

value. (16:389-390) 

Evidence points to the contention that scholastic journalism can 

no longer be called_ the unwanted reject of education. 

Four points support the statement that high school programs have 

improved greatly., and c-ontinue to do so. 

1. Teachers are better prepared. 

2. Curriculum is being strengthened. 

3. Libraries ·are more complete. 

4. Students are more industrious. (31 :4) 

Emery., Ault and Agee point out that, "The be_st estimates. are 

that approximately 45 , 000 senior and junior high school publications-­

newspapers., magazines and yearbooks--are being issued r�gularly • 

. More than 1, 000., 000 students work on these publications, which cost 

collectively around $3"6, 000, 000 a year. 11 (16: 389 )  



In North Dakota 216 or 8 8  percent of the 247 schools returning 

the questionnaire publish a student newspaper. 

Review of the Literature 

Much of the literature dealing with the role of journalism in the 

educational program has been published in the form of textbooks, ar­

ticles in professional journals, pamphlets, workbooks and periodicals. 

Most of this literature stresses the need for upgrading journalism 

programs in the secondary school, for better training of journalism 

instructors, and for creating an interest in careers in professional 

journalism on the part of the student. Research related to the activi­

ties of high school journalism seems to be restricted primarily to the 

doctoral dissertations, unpublished master' s theses, and general sur­

veys. 

The purpose of this study is closely allied with the findings pre­

sented in these theses, dissertations, and surveys which deal with the 

va_rious aspects of high school journalism programs. 

5 

Jolm Boyd' s dissertation, completed at Indiana University in 1960, 

was designed to gain a better insight into the problems which con­

fronted the newspaper advisers in Indiana. He also investigated, in 

depth, . the instructional program, and the high school newspaper itself. 

The research was conducted by mailing a four-page questionnaire to 



the high schools in the state that publishe_d newspapers and in turn he 

selected thirteen schools at random. These schools taken from ·those 

who had not replied to the questionnaire were studied in depth through 

the use of personal interview. Other background information was 

gleaned from literature in the field., correspondence and interviews. 

Some of the major findings -as a result of this study were as 

follows: (1) 63 percent 01 the first year advisers were not hired spe­

cifically  for that purpose; (2) the turnover rate for advisers was high 

as supported by the fact that 50 percent were stil l in their fir st five 

years of advisership; (3) 5 8  percent of the novice advisers had no 

background in col lege journalism courses, and after beginning as ad­

visers, only 8 ·percent went on to take journalism courses; (4) 9 8  

percent of those interviewed had experienced editorial and business 

adviser ship whil e half indicated that they were also yearbook advisers 

as well as sponsors· and directors of allied activities; (5) an average 

of seven hours a week was spent by each adviser on outside-the-

clas s room functions pertaining to publication duties; ( 6) 5 5 percent 

received no additional pay or fringe benefits for their job of adviser; 

(7) 71 percent were engaged in full time classroom duties in addition t� 

their adviser ship; (8 ) 36 percent were hel d responsible for overseeing 

al l publ ications work and instruction of journal ism foll owing class 

sessions; (9) 44 percent of the schools which published a· newspaper 

6 



did not have formal journalism instruction; ( 10) 68 percent included a 

class in journalism, as a separate class, in their class offerings and 

32 percent incorporated their journalism instruction with English; 

7 

(11) a greater percentage of the time utilized in beginning journalism 

classes was spent on theory rather than on the actual production of the 

publication; (12) objectives strived for in the journalism program were 

highly varied; (13) hours of credit received by students taking courses 

in journalism ranged from O to as many as 12; (14) methods used in 

the selection of editors and staff members indicated that the adviser 

was most instrumental. 

Boyd drew the following conclusions from his findings: ( 1) the 

administrator should str_ive to make the advisership a desirable posi­

tion and this may be accomplished by hiring qualified advisers and by 

making allowances in the class load; (2) the qualified journalism teach­

er may be made available by implementing definite journalism education 

· programs within the state; (3) a common course of study should be 

prepared and then adopted by the state so that teachers may use it as 

a standard; ( 4) because the student publications do have an impact on 

school and community functions, the administrator cannot do without a 

qualified adviser and a well- rounded journalism program. He recom­

mended that the state department require stringent requir_ements for 

the certification of journalism teachers and by doing this t'he· state will 



recognize that publications programs and journalism clas ses need to 

be directed by teacher s who have received special training. He · also 

feels that the adviser should receive formal recognition along with 

extra compensation for his duties .  By doing thi s and by including a 

.course in journalism in the curriculum, the result will be better pub­

lications which will aid in bringing about better school and community 

relations.  ( 6:  119- 120) 

Si ster Mary Bertha, P.  B .  V .  M. , high school journalism teacher 

and publications advis er at Shanley High School, Fargo, North Dakota, 

completed a survey to determine whether state departments of educa­

tion do require a journalism background for advi sers of news papers 

and yearbooks .· The survey was done in a 1961 summer journalism 

seminar cour se at Creighton Univer s ity and was based on the question 

" Does your state require that high school journali sm instructors have 

taken courses in journalism ? " 

In the final analysis,  17 of the 47 states replying stated that they 

did not require that journali sm instructors have formal training in the 

area of journalism. 

In her summary, Si ster Mary Bertha pointed out that 68. percent 

.of the state s that replied did not require journali stic training for their 

in structor s .  However, 60 percent indicated that journali sm cours e s  

8 



were required of their in s tructors but the_se were usually found in the 

English sequence. 

From. this, · Si s ter Bertha concludes that if 68 percent of the s tate 

. department s require no formal courses, then they must view the jour­

nalism program a s  being extracurricular providing an activity for 

interes ted students .  

9 

The author also notes that one s hould be aware of the fact that the 

results of this survey include only state departments  of education and 

do not pertain to requirement s  as  set up by the individual school dis ­

tricts .  

Recommendation s for consideration related to this survey suggest  

that colleges geared to teacher preparation and journalism schools 

interes ted in increasin g  the efficiency of publication s activities an,d 

journali sm programs s hould take some action so as to offer workshops, 

summer co"ur ses for· credit and publications conferences which would 

·enable the teacher of journalism or the publication adviser to become 

more proficient. (36 : 41- 42) 

Laurence R. Campbell, head of the Department of Educational 

Foundation s in the School of Education at Florida State University,  

. found that advisers in the Southeast are confronted with five major 

problems . He reached this conclusion after receiving answers from 1 86 

advisers from 6 states . He observed that the answers might well be 



s imilar to tho s e  whi ch advi s e r s  in oth er r e gion s would cit e a s  b eing 

their majo r  a r e a s  of c onc e rn .  

1 0  

The five majo r  p r obl em s  o f  con c e rn to the advi s e r s  surveyed ar e 

( 1 )  finding suffici ent finan c e s for s chool new spape r s ; ( 2 ) s e cu rin g 

faciliti e s which may b e  d e emed adequat e ;  ( 3 ) r ec eiving suppo rit and 

coop e ration fr om the fa culty ; ( 4). p r eparing newspap e r  staffs to car ry 

out their duti e s ;  and ( 5 ) b e c oming qualifi ed as an advi s e r  o f  the n ew s ­

pap e r .  

Camp b ell also  stat e s that the s e  problems a s  s et down b y  the 

advi s e r s  should b e  of inte r e s t  to admini s trator s ,  t ea cher s ,  s tat e d e ­

pa rtments o f  edu cation , s cho ol s  c onc erned with training t eache r s ,  and 

j ournali sm s chool s , in addition to the state and national p r e s s a s s o ­

ciati ons . 

Conclu sion s  r elat ed to the financing of the s chool pap er a r e  that 

( 1 )  a cha rge should b e  made for the high s chool pap e r  r ath er than di s ­

tributing it fr e e ;  ( 2 )  a dve rti s ing should appear in the high s chool pap e r  

a s  t;he pap e r  doe s offe r the s tudent a chanc e  t o  gain s om e  bu s ine s s  ex­

p e ri enc e and, to o ,  the pap e r  i s  a good adve rti s ing medium ; ( 3 )  it 

shouldn ' t  be n e c e s s ary fo r the pap e r  to be in comp etition with activ­

iti e s  oth er than student publication s  fo r the lo cal adverti s ing dolla r . 

In - re fer enc e to  j ournali sm faciliti e s ,  Campb ell  had thi s to say:  

( 1 )  the listing s in the s cho ol lib r ari e s  ar e meag e r  in the a r ea - of j our -



nalism c ourses and student pub lications; (2) administrators see the 

need for specifically equipped classes for home economics, science 

and business b ut it is evident that journalism activities may b e  con­

ducted in any work area; (3) b udgets take into consideration favorite 

sub jects and activities while student journalism must go b egging. 

11 

Further comments, pertaining to cooperation of faculty and ad­

ministration, were made b y. Campb ell: (1) the adviser is responsib le 

for improving attitudes toward the newspaper and its staff; (2) where 

the pub lications facilities are poor, it becomes obvious _that the coop­

eration of the principal is lacking; (3) if advisers are fearful, modest, · 

or apathetic, cooperation will remain nil and the prob lems will remain 

the same until · advisers . take some ac tion to solve them. 

Still further conclusions were cited whic h deal with the prep­

aration of memb ers of the newspaper staffs: ( 1 )  there is a definite 

need for students to enroll in an introductory journalism course and 

they should investigate the merits of taking an advanced course; (2) 

public opinion and informative facets of the newspaper should take pre­

cedence over the entertainment factor; ( 3) the pub lication should b e  

free from censorship. 

Finally, Campb ell states the following as it is related to the 

prepa ration of the adviser: (1 ) the majority of the advise.rs do not have 

the b ackground to enab le them to guide the student in the pursuit of 



nalism cou rses and student publications; (2) administrators see the 

need for specifically equipped classes for home economics, science 

and business but it is evident that journalism activities may be con­

ducted in any work area; (3) budgets take into consideration favorite 

subjects and activities while student journalism must go begging. 
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Further comments, pertaining to cooperation of faculty and ad­

ministration, were made by Campbell : (1) the adviser is responsible 

for improving attitudes toward the newspaper and its staff; (2) where 

the publications facilities are poor, it becomes obvious _that the coop­

eration of the principal is lacking; ( 3 J if advisers are fear ful, modest , 

or apathetic, cooperation will remain nil and the problems will remain 

_ the same until advisers take some action to solve them. 

Still further conclusions wer e  cited which deal with the prep­

aration of members of the newspaper staffs : (1) there is a definite 

need for students to enroll in an introductory journalism course and 

they should investigate the merits of taking an advanced course; (2) 

public opinion and informative facets of the newspaper should take pre­

cedence over the entertainment factor; ( 3) the publication should be 

free from censor ship. 

Finally, Campbell states the following as it is related to the 

prepa_ration of the adviser :  ( 1) the major ity of the advisers do not have 

the background to enable them to guide the student in the pursuit of 



nalism courses and student publications; _(2) administrators see the 

need for specifically equipped classes for home economics, science 

and business but it is evident that journalism activities may be con­

ducted in any work area; (3) budgets take into consideration favorite 

subj ects and activities while student j ournalism must go begging. 
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Further comments, pertaining to cooperation of faculty and ad­

ministration, were made by. Campbell: (1 ) the adviser is responsible 

for improving attitudes toward the newspaper and its staff; ( 2) where 

the publications facilities are poor, it becomes obvious that the coop­

eration of the principal is lacking; (3) if advisers are fearful, modest, 

or apathetic, cooperation will remain nil and the problems will remain 

the same until advisers take some action to solve them. 

Still further conclusions were cited which deal with the prep­

aration of members of the newspaper staffs: ( 1) there is a definite 

need for students to enroll in an introductory j ournalism course and 

· they should investigate the merits of .taking an advanced course; (2) 

public opinion and informative facets of the newspaper should take pre­

cedence over the entertainment factor; (3) the publication should be 

free from censorship. 

Finally, Campbell states the following as it is_ related to the 

preparation of the adviser: (1 ) the majority of the adviser.s do not have 

the background to enable them to guide the student in the pursuit of 
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excellence other than pursuit directly rel ated to the student newspaper; 

(2) the principal is directl y responsible for these conditions, as he 

should insis t that the adviser be properl y certified to teach journalism 

and direct publication activities; ( 3) actually much of the difficulty may 

be traced to the fact that accrediting bodies, state departments of 

education and departments of education within the system allow low 

standards of teacher pr�paration; (4) the English teacher should be 

well prepared in reading, speech and journalism, or in any other field 

which stresses the communicative arts. (9 : 8-11) 

C harles F. Morelock completed a survey at the University of Kan­

s a s  in the spring of 1962 to determine adviser qualifications, whether 

he taught an organized class in journalism, his attitudes toward teach­

ing journal ism, his relationship with the administration, and whether 

the state department should make provisions for a common journalism 

curriculum. 

Questionnaires were sent to 320 Kansas high school newspaper 

advisers. One hundred eighty-one replied _ which constituted 5 7  per­

cent of the total number. (2 6:3-4) 

Morelock came to some general conclusion-s after completing his 

study. These are that (1) the advis�r in the large school seemingly 

has a b
.
etter journalism background than the teache r in the �mall 



school; (2) fr.inge benefits, such as fewer classes, lighter extracur­

ricular loads and extra pay, are noted more in the larger rather than 

the smaHer schools; (3 ) almost all of the advisers in both large and 

small schools felt that English teachers are not qualified to handle 

journalism _ instruction unless they - have formal training in journalism; 

(4) finally, most of the advisers contacted wanted to see a state-wide 

journalism association established and they also felt that high school 

journalism should be much more unified. (26: 66-67) 

Objectives of the Study 

The objectives of this study are to mak e  inferences based on 

compiled data related to a recent appraisal of the status of journalism 

in North Dakota high schools. Specific areas covered are ( 1 )  training 

of advisers; (2) course offerings in journalism; ( 3 )  newspaper objec­

tives; (4) financial support of the paper; and (5) publications prac-

tic es and staff selection. 

C onversations with advisers attending high school journalism 

workshops at Dickinson State College, Dickinson, North Dakota, con­

firmed the need for this study and also for the establishment. of jour-. . 

nalism programs in the high schools and in teacher training institu-

tions. 

It is hoped that the results of this study will give support to the 

need of teacher e ducation in the field of journalism. 
2 3 3 0 5 G  

SOUTH DAKOTA STATE UNIVERSITY LIBRARY 
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CHAPTER II 

METHODO LOGY 

Because the objectives of this study were to gather and evaluate 

information about journalism activities such as training of advisers, 

course offerings in journalism, newspaper objectives, financial sup­

port of the paper, and publications practices and staff selection, it be­

came necessary to contact all of the high schools in North Dakota. 

Prior to conducting the survey to determine the status of jour­

nalism in the.se high schools, research was accomplished in the way of 

telephone conversations, ·personal letters, and library readings, all 

of which were related to some aspect of journalism education. Fol­

lowing this, theses, dissertations and general surveys were secured 

through library loan at Dickinson State College library. After making 

a comparison of earlier studies, this researcher prepared a question­

naire which was then sent to the principals of all operational North 

Dakota high schools. 

The personal interview was not a feasible method of ga�hering 

the needed data so, in lieu of this approach, the mail questionnaire 

was used so as to reach the greatest number of teachers who are 

active in some phase of the journalism programs. 



The study is restricted to student newspapers in North Dakota 

high schools. Since a list of secondary school teachers havin g  jour­

nalism duties was not a vailable, the schools contacted were those 

listed in the North Dakota Educational Directory for 1 9 67-1 9 68 .  The 

study was completed in the spring of the 1 967-68 school year and does 

not include student publications other than newspapers. 

1 5 

Making up the survey were public, non-public and Federal Indian 

schools. 

Periodical s comprise a greater portion of the selected references 

as only a small n umber of books deal with the objectives as  set forth on 

page 1 3 of this study. 

The principal of eac h  school., listed in the above directory., was 

sent a two-page questionnaire. The cover letter which expla ined the 

reason for the survey was sent along with the questionnaire. In the 

letter., the principal was a sked to see that the newspaper adviser com-

. .  plete and return the form and, in the event the school did not publish a 

pape r., the principa l  was asked to write in the name of the school and 

write none on the questionnaire. A self-addressed, stamped envelope 

wa� enclosed with the mailing. The cover letter _and the questionnaire 

appear in Appendix A to this study. 

The first mailing of cover letters and questionnaires was com-

pleted on April 1 6., 1 968 . A follow-up le tter containing the orig inal 



questionnaire was sent to schools which had not responded by May 1, 

1968 . A total of 301 high schools were operational in the state at the 

time of the survey. Of the 301 schools queried, 247 or 82  percent 

either completed the questionnaire or indicated that they did not pub­

lish a school newspaper. 

16 

Out of the 247 responses, 216 published school newspapers 

whereas 31 did not. This resulted in 216 usable responses or 7 2  per­

cent of the initial questionnaires mailed. 

Information from the returns was classified and tabulated, and 

an evaluation was then prepared in regard to the objectives of this study_ 

as they relate to j ournalism programs in North Dakota. 



CHAPTER III 

FINDINGS 

Background of Adviser 

The meaning of the term, journalism, has changed cons iderably 

since the era when the first form.al attempts were instituted to estab­

lish programs in journalism education. Although the term has always 

been as sociated with the communication proces s ,  it now includes a 

body of knowledge and of theory and an experimental program and re­

search in communications viewed as behavioral s cience . 

The movement to establish programs of journalism education in 

the United States became intimately interrelated with the development 

of American journalism. Finally, in 18 90, the p resent- day view of a 

newspaper boasting a capable staff and a huge circulation had evolved, 

and the obviou s need for a trained staff led to interest in journalism 

education. 

In a sur vey completed by De for est O 'Dell, he found that in the 

la st quarter of the nineteenth century many colleges and univ•ersities,  

espe.cially in the Midwest, were including course work in journalism. 

These cour ses were usually offered by the English departments .  

1 7  
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O 'Dell makes mention of fourteen instituti�ns as having made inroads 

into the field between 1873 and 1903. In these first courses, emphasis 

was placed on writing as a journalism tool. 

In 1888, Eugene Camp, of the Philadelphia Times, in a speech 

delivered at Wharton School, University of Pennsylvania, put forth a 

plea for journalism to become a profession. He also advocated that 

as a profession journalism should encompass high standards based on 

a broad liberal education. Possibly due to Camp 's influertce ., the first 

organized program with actual graduates was established at the Whar­

ton School of Busine_ss in 189 3. 

From the years 190 8 to 19 25, a rapid development of journalism 

. curricula took place. A trend came about in the 1920 1 s which leaned 

toward thinking of journalistic education as a broad, liberal education 

while a minimum of attention was placed on techniques. (14: 21- 25) 

Just as there was a need in 1890 for trained ·staffs in the field of 

· professional journalism, there has been over the years and there will 

continue to be a definite need for well-trained teachers to instruct 

journalism classes and advise publications in the high schools of our 

nation. 

William A. Boram is the author of an article which he says is the 

result _ of a study <lea.ling with the amount of instruction that teacher 
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training· institutions should make available· to prospective teachers who 

will eventually be re.quired to teach journalism and advise publications . 

. Lite_rature on journalism or teacher education provided meager 

aid for the purpose of this investigation as was substantiated by Alvin 

E .  Austin in a relevant study done for the Dow Jones and Co. in 19 5 8 .  

While Austin was looking into problems plaguing professional 

journalism ., he turned up evidence related to the teacher training ques­

tion. His report supports the contention that there is a severe short­

age of teacher-training institutions which do offer journalism programs 

for their students. Too., this may be one of the factors responsible for 

the lack of new talent filtering into the mass media of communication., 

especially the press. (5 : 242) 

The origin, h e  says, is the "· . .  low status of high school j our­

nalism, probably the prime source of new recruits for the newspaper 

profession. Teachers and advisers. often are poorly trained for their 

jobs and overloaded with other subjects . . .  1 1 In order to improve the 

situation, Austin makes a plea for 1 1 • • •  better training and more accu­

rate information for the high school journalism teacher-- to make his 

or •her role more effective. 11 (5:242) 

At the time that Austin completed his report in 19 58 , there were 

1 9 1, 243 students enrolled in high school journalism classes. He also 

found that more than one- third of all the high schools in the nation did 
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have at least one journalism course i n  their curriculum and almost all 

of the schools had at least one student publication. The alarming fact 

was· that out of the 7 1, 8 87 college graduates holding degrees in sec­

ondary teaching only 68 w ere adequately prepared to teach j�urnalism. 

Also, 16 1 colleg�s engaged in teacher training offered 8 05 courses in  

journalism. Out of the 16 1 offering such courses, only 20 insti tutions 

had programs which offered a major and jus t 3 9  offered minors. 

(5: 242) 

Boram cited the following conclusions based on the integration of 

data from the sources that he consulted: (1) i f  the high schools are to 

have qualifi ed journalism teachers, they must come from teacher 

training institutions; (2) uni versi ties which have accredited j ournalism 

schools provi de all forms of journalism but they are preparing the 

student more for positions in mass media rather than to teach jour­

nalism in the secondary ·schools; (3) there are few s- tate educational 

directories that make mention of certification requirement for jour­

nalis m and instead they may list these courses as English credit; (4) 

the states that do list requirements usually speci fy a minimum from 6 

to 1 2 semester hours of work; (5 ) of all the regi? nal accrediting 

agencies, the North Central Association of Colleges and Secondary 

Schools · is the only one to have definite certifi cati on require ments i n  

journalism. ( 5:24.2-243) 
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I n  1968, the above agency s et the language arts requirements at 

18 s emes ter hours . Thes e hours pertained to Englis h., s peech and 

journalis m. Englis h teachers were to have at least 1 8  hours of 

E nglish.  However, not more than five s emes ter hours could app� y to 

s peech and/or journalis m. Thirteen s emes ter hours were required of 

the s peech teacher and of this total, five s emes ter hours was to be in 

the area of s peech. Finally, the journalis m  teacher s hould have 13 

s emes ter hours of Englis h and in addition., he s hould have at leas t five 

s emes ter hours in j ournalis m. ( 11: 16) 

For the year 1969 , North Central' s s tandards for the English 

teacher are 2 4  s emester hours of Englis h, which s hould include an 

appropriate dis tribution in the areas of literature and compos ition. 

In addition to this requirement., five ·s emes ter hours in speech and/ or 

journalis m may be applied toward meeting the requirement. However., 

the North Central has added journalis m as a s eparate category for the 

year 1969 .  The requirements here are 24  s en:i,es ter hours or more 

and .the minimum which is acceptable is five s emes ter hours of jour­

nalis m with s ufficient additional work in related fields to bring the 

total hours of preparation to at leas t 24 s emes ter hours . ( 1 1 : 50) 

According to an excerpt from a news letter publis hed by The 

N ews paper Fund, Inc. , the related field mig ht include s ocial s ciences 

b es ides Engli s h  and the languages . (3 4: 2 )  



T hose North Dakota schools which do offer a course or courses 

in journalism and desire ful l accreditation b y  the North Central As so­

ciation must meet the requirements in  the area of journalism as set 

down by  the Association for the year 196 9 .  
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Too, the North Dakota Department of Pub lic Instruction has mini­

mum standards for the certi fication of English and journalism teachers. 

For the teacher of English, at least 16 semester hours or 24 quarter 

hours of English preparati on are required. T he journalism teacher 

must have 11 semester hours of English along with five semester hours 

of journalism. ( 12: 2) 

The National Counci l of T eachers of English has joined other pro­

fessi onal organiz ations in. recognizing that journalism and pub lication 

activities are necessary in the learning process to communicate effec­

tively. T he Council passed a resolution regarding journalism at its 

1967 convention hel d in Honolulu. The resolution, · considering time 

al lotment, makes provisions for ( 1 ) adequate classroom instruction; 

(2) �eacher preparation; and (3) proper consul tation wi th the staff mem­

bers who are in charge of producing the pub lication. (33:2 ) 

In summarizing his findings, Boram observes that the evidence 

seems to indicate that there is a definite place in the teacher-training 

institution for a formal journalism program. Not al l insti tt;1tions of 

this nature need to offer extensive offerings b ut they may extend the 
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limited amount of work being done in this field at the present. States 

which offer nothing in the way of journalism teacher education should 

make prov�sions for such instruction and too, states which do have 

state-supported colleges could offer journalism in one or two of these 

institutions. This would meet with the approval of principals who, in 

a D_ow Jones Foundation survey, . gave their support (by better than 9 9  

percent) for journalism coures, not just as frills but as an integral 

part of the secondary program. (5:244) 

Georg� Pearson, in his M. A. thesis, University of Minnesota 

19 66, makes mention of the fact that of the 325 advisers studied, 5 2  

percent were given an advisership i n  their first year of teaching. O ut 

_of this group only 24 perc.ent had anticipated becoming an adviser to a 

school newspaper at the time they entered the teaching profes.sion. 

He also found that the majority of the advisers surveyed lacked formal 

journalism training. Although it is not realistic to expect that all high 

school advisers have at least a mi nor to be qualified, the complete 

abs� nce of any preparation becomes quite alarming. In situations 

where there are no minimum standards required of the adviser, it 

would seem desirable for the adviser to arm himself with some actual 

experience or course work. (28 : 41 - 42 )  

· Jane E. Dumire found in her survey for the M. S. degree in jour-

nalism at West Virg inia Univ ersity in 1 962 that the facts g athere d also 



point to the lack of adequately trained pubHcations advis ers and jour­

nalis m ins tructors . O f  the res pons es returned, principals indicated 

that there :were only two teachers with majors in journalis m among 

28 6 advis ers . (15 : 20) 

2 4  

College training : In this s tudy 218 advis ers are repres ented in 

the res ults from 216 s chools which s tated that they do publis h news ­

papers . Variance in the figures is due to the fact that two papers have 

c o-advis ers . O ut of the 218 res ponding advis ers , only one has a 

major in journalis m while  four indicated that they have minors . 

The greater number of publications advis ers l isted Engl is h as 

their major teaching fiel d whereas busines s education was rated as 

being s econd to Englis h. Table 1 on the fol lowing page reveal s that 

47 percent or 115 lis ted Englis h as their major teaching fiel d and 31 

percent or 77 lis ted bus ines s education as their major field. 



TAB LE 1 

D�STRIBUTION O F  NEWSPAPER ADVISERS IN NORTH DAKO TA ­
HIGH SCHOOLS ACCORDING TO MAJOR TEACHING FIELD 

·_Major  T eaching Field Numb er of Advi s e r s  

Admini s tration 3 

Busine s s  education 77  

Engli sh l l 5 
Fo reign Language 5 
His tory 4 
Home Economic s 1 
Lib rary Science  1 

Math ·.6 

Music 4 
Physical education 4 
Psychology 1 
Science  6 

Social Scienc e 9 

Speech 4 
Vocational education 1 

No re spons e 4 . 

Total 245 

In addition, a s  may be s een in Table 2 on the following p ag e, 

advi s e r s  li sted a total of 289 other major s ,  with 1 0 1  or  3 5  perc ent 

checking Engli sh a s  their major  and 78 or 27 percent li sting bu sine s s  

education a s  their majo r  field .  

2 5  



TABLE 2 

DISTRIBUTIO N O F  NEWSPAPER ADVISERS IN NORTH DAKO TA · 
HIGH SCHOOLS ACCORDING TO OTHER MAJORS 

Other Majors Number of Advis ers 

Administration 2 

Art I 

Business educat'ion 78  

Chemistry 1 

Counseling & Gui dance 1 

Education 1 0  

English 1 0 1 
Foreign Language 6 

Geography 2 

History 1 0  
Home Economi cs 5 

Math 8 

Music 6 

Philosophy 3 
Physical education 1 2 
Physics 3 
Political science 1 
Psychology 3 

Science 4 

Social Science 1 5  
Sociology 2 
Speech 1 

Theology 1 
No response 1 3  

Total 289 

26 



Table 3 points out that social science ranked first in order for 

other minors with a total of 33 adv isers checking this field while 2 8  

checked En glish and 2 1  checked library science. 

TABLE 3 

DISTRIBUTION OF NEWSPAPER ADVISERS IN NORTH DAKOTA 
HIGH SCHOOLS ACCORDING TO OTHER MINORS 

Other Minors Number of: Advisers 

Art 2 

Biology 5 

Botany 1 

Business education 7 
Drama 1 

Economics 7 
Education 13 
English 28 
Foreign Language 19 
Geology 1 

Geography 3 

History 9 

Home Economics 4 

Industrial Arts I 
Library Science 21 
Math 7 

Music 8 
Philosophy 2 

Physical education 1 1  

Political Science 2 
Psychology 5 

Science 12 
Social Science 33 
Sociology 1 
Speech 1 2  
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Theology 
Writing 
None 
No response 

Total 

TABLE 3 (continued) 

1 
1 
2 

56 

27 5 

2 8  

Results from this study and earlier studies on high school jour­

nalism would seem to support the fact that the majority of advisers to 

publications are sele c te d  from the areas of English and business edu­

c ation. The logic behind this may be that English te ache rs are thought 

of as having a knowledge of writing whereas business teac he rs are 

equippe d to operate duplicating machines. 

Fe w of ·the advisers who returned the questionnaire met  the min­

imum requirements as se t down by the North Central Association of 

Secondary Schools or· by the North Dakota Department of Public In­

struc tion. Sixty-eight of the 2 18 advisers, or 31 perce nt, said the y 

had take n undergraduate courses in journalism. The number of under­

graduate hours acquire d by the advisers range d from a low of two to a 

high of 50. Twe nty-nine or 13 perc e nt had take n only four quarter 

hours of unde rgraduate work in journalism. The re sul ts may be ob- · 

serve d in Table 4 on the following page. 



TAB LE 4 

DISTRIBUTION OF NEWSPAPER ADVISERS IN NORTH DAKOTA· 

HIGH SCHOOLS AC CORDING TO UNDERGRADUATE 

JOURNALISM C REDITS 

Unde rgraduate Quarter hour s *  Numbe r of Advi s er s  

2 5 
3 5 
4 2 9  
4½ 5 
6 7 
8 7 

9 2 
1 0  1 

1 2 1 

1 3½ 2 
1 5 1 
1 9½ l 

2 5  l 

5 0  l 

Total 68  

*Seme ster hours converted to quarte r hours.  

2 9  

In Table 5 on the following page, one can s e e  that a total o f  13 of 

the advis ers responding had graduate cour s e s in journali sm to thei r 

credit. This  repre s ents only 6 percent of the total number of advi s ers  

resp anding. 



TABLE 5 

DISTRIBUTION OF NEWSPAPER ADVISERS IN NORTH DAKOTA 
HIGH SC HOOLS AC CORDING TO GRADUATE 

JOURNALISM C REDITS 

Graduate Quarter hours* 

Total 

1 
. 1 2 
3 
4 
4.! 
9 

1 2  

1 6½ 

Number of Advisers 

.3 

2 

2 

2 

2 

1 

1 

13 

* Semester hours converted to quarter hours. 
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Practical Journalism Experience: Professional journalism expe-

rience was very limited with the exception of two responding advisers. 

One had a total of 12 years experience in newspaper and television 

work which was acquired prior to entering the teaching profession two 

years ago. The one adviser who has a major in journalism has had 

tw�nty years of professional experience including the followin.g : news­

paper reporting, feature and special writing, country and foreign 

correspondence and column writing, advertising and editor�al writing, 



editing small quarterly, magazine articles- -travel stories, feature 

stories and photo essays, contributor to books and linotype operato r. 
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As re.fleeted in Table 6, only 6 percent or 13 of the advisers had 

any professional journalism experience. 

TAB LE 6 

DISTRIBUTIO N  OF NEWSPAPER ADVISERS IN NORTH 

DAKOTA HIGH SCHOOLS ACCORDING TO 

PROFESSIO NAL EXPERIE NCE 

Professional experience 

Y e s  

N o  

No. response 

Total 

Number of Advisers 

13 

136 

69 

2 1 8  

Practical experience on the college scene consisted of 7 0  advis-

ers or 32 percent having worked in some capacity on the college 

newspaper. Only 29 or 1 3  percent were active on the college annual. 

(See Table 7 on the following page• ) 



TABLE 7 

_
DISTRIBUTION OF NEWSPAPER ADVISERS IN NORTH 

DAKOTA HIGH SCHOOLS AC CORDING TO 

COLLEGE PUBLICATIONS EXPERIENCE 

College publications experience Number of Advisers 

Total 

College newspaper 

College annual 

No experience on any college 
publication 

No response 

7 0  

29  

99  

20 

2 1 8  

�n answer to the question: "Would you be in favor of a teaching 

minor, consisting of 32 quarter hours, being offered in journalism at 

the college level ? " more than 5 0  percent or 114 advisers stated that 

they_ would be in favor of such a minor being offered. However, 63 of 

the advisers were not in favor of the minor, while two were doubtful 

and 39 did not respond to the question. 

Related Factors: Administrators should take into consideration 

32 

course loads, extra pay for advisers and released time when they make 

assignments to school publications. Special thought given to these 



areas may result in the adviser doing an excellent job of guiding the 

students in journalism. 

3 3  

Three advisers, in this study, stated that they teach no other 

classes besides journalism. One teaches only one class in addition to 

journalism and seven teach two classes. 

C ourse loads for advisers would vary then from three who teach 

no other classes than j ou rnalism to 63, or 2 9  percent, who teach fi ve 

other classes and 42 , or 15 percent, who teach four other classes. 

TAB LE 8 

DISTRlBUTION OF NEWSPAPER ADVISERS IN NORTH DAKOTA 

IDGH SCHOOLS ACCORDING TO COURSE LOADS 

Total 

Number of courses taught 
other· than j ournalism 

One 
Two 
Three 
Three and one-half 
Four 
Four and one-half 
Five 
Six 
More 
None 
No resp onse 

Number of advisers 

7 
11 

42 
2 

6 3  

3 

3 

7 4  

2 18 
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Eighty- thr ee of the responding advis�rs receiv e  extra p ay fo r 

their duti es. Comp ensation ranged fr om a low of $2 5 per year to · a 

high of $80_Q per year .  Thi rty- three percent, o r  2 7  advisers, r eceive 

$ 1 00 and 2 4  p e rcent or 20  r eceive $50 pe r year . (See T able 9 below. )  

TAB LE 9 

DISTRlB UTION O F  NEWSPAPER ADVISERS IN NORTH DAKO TA 
HIGH SCHOO LS WHO REC EI VE EXT RA PAY FOR DUTIES 

Amount receiv ed Number of advise rs 

$ 2 5 . 0 0  3 
3 0 . 0 0  3 
5 0 . 0 0  2 0  
7 5 . 0 0  6 
98. 0 0  2 

1 0 0 . ' 0 0  2 7  
1 2 5 . 0 0  2 
1 5 0 . 0 0  9 
2 0 0 . 0 0  5 
3 2 5 . 0 0  2 
3 5 0 . 0 0  1 
8 0 0 . 0 0  2 
N o  r esponse 2 

T otal 8 3  

One hundr e d  thirty- five advisers, o r  62  percent, d o  not receive 

extra compensation fo r thei r duties as adviser to the newspaper . 



Only 19 advisers, or 8 percent, were granted released time to 

devote to the publications. One hundred ninety-two advisers are not 

granted any released time and seven advisers did not respond to this 

question. The amount of released time appears in Table 10 below. 

TAB LE 1 0  

DISTRIB UTION O F  NEWSPAPER ADVISERS IN NORTH DAKOTA 

HIGH SC HOOLS AC CORDING TO AMOUNT OF RELEASED 

TIME GRAN TED FOR PUBLICATION DUTIES 

Amount of released time Number of advisers 

All that is needed 2 
2 hours every 6 we�ks 2 
2 weeks at end of school year 1 

Class time 2 
O ne class period per day 2 
O ne hour per day 
Ten hours 
Few hours 1 

Varied amount l · 
No response 4 

Total 1 9  

There is a need then for the teacher who really knows what he is 

doing when he assumes the duties as a teacher of journalism or as an 

adviser to student publications. 

3 5 



36  

Campbell s tates that there are two ba sic requirement s needed to  

in stitute a quality p rog ram o f  student jo urnali s m  within the s cho ol. 

These are_ a p rincipal who is concerned_ and a teacher who ha s the nec ­

es s ary qualifi cation s .  There i s  a fallacy in the belief that jus t  because 

a teacher is qualified to teach English, he is automatically quali fied to  

promote quality p ublications and give guidance to the student journal-

ist s .  

When admini s t rator s are interviewing prospective teacher s ,  they 

might keep the following thing s in mind in the area o f  jo urnali sm : ( 1 )  

does the candidate have p revious experience on c ollege pub licati ons ; 

(2)  ha s he either min ored or majored in journali sm; ( 3 )  does he have 

any other special qualific ations such a s  working fo r the p r o fe s s i onal 

pres s ;  (4) does he really have a s incere des i re to become a p ublica-

tions advi ser ? (7 : 4) 

Campbell s ays : 

Employ a qualified teacher . Don ' t  give him a full teaching load 
and then expect him to help student s p ubli s h  quality publi c ati on s 
in hi s spare time. Pr ovide him with facilities, equipment , and 
the s upplies he needs .  Li s ten to him when he c ons ult s you 
about hi s pro blem s , parti cularly finance. 

Where there are good high s chools , there are good s chool prin-
.cipals . Where there are good student publications , there· are 
good student p ublicati on adviser s .  Quality in student journal­
ism requi re s the joint effo rt s of a qualified principal and a 
qualified advi ser . 
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A teac her of quality can make the difference-- in student jour -
nalism. ( 7: 4) 

Many teacher s who have become enthusiastic about jour nalism 

after being appointed adviser to a publication, have had the opportunity 

to upgrade their capabilities in this field and to improve their pr estige 

as teacher s of journalism. This suppor t afforded to high school jour-

nalism has come fr om the Newspaper Fund, Inc. The Fund r ec eives 

full suppor t from the Wall Street Journal. (16:391) 

Sin ce 19 5 9 ,  the Newspaper Fund has r ec eived contr ibutions from 

Dow Jones in excess of $2. 2 million. O f  the progr ams sponsored by 

the Fund, the oldest makes provisions for high school teac her s to 

attend summer workshops and seminars. In 1967 ,  204 teac hers 

attended nine seminar s held in cooper ation with jm.�r nalism schools. In 

addition, 228 teachers attended 13 workshops which were c onduc ted at 

various colleges and univer sities throughout the United States. 

The Fund' s summer study pr ogr am began in 1"9 59  and since t�at 

time, 4, 800 teac her s have taken advantage of the Fund' s offer of finan­

c ial help to attend these pr ograms. ( 32 : 6-13) 

By taking advantage of the Fund' s progr am, workshops held at 

colleges and univer sities and in-service tr aining, the newspaper advis­

er can make the effort to bec ome a b etter qualified teac her and too , 



he may find that opportunities do exist, through newspa per fu ncti ons, 

to help the student to realize his worth as a stu dent j ournal ist. 

Journalism Program 

3 8  

The concept of what high school j ournalism should incl ude has 

changed since the appearance of the first publications i n  the early half 

of the nineteenth century. Emphasis has shifted back a nd forth a nd at 

one time or a nother the j ournalism program has included activities 

both within and without the curriculum. The subj ect matter may have 

been viewed as  advanced composition, study of the newspaper, applied 

composition, or even vocational study. 

Journalism has made lengthy strides during the last quarter cen­

tury, but it  still has a long way to go before it actually i nvolves the 

greater portion of any stu dent body. At present, most students' only 

contact with j ournalism is through readi ng the student newspaper. 

While the status of early school journalism was not clear, pos­

sibl y  due to the novelty or disagreement as to what the course should 

entail , today' s situation seems, in  many respects, to be firmly estab-

1ished. Although there may have been few comprehensive courses of 

· study for j ournal ism prepared in the past, national - an� state j ournalism 

associations, along wi th state departments of education, s eem to be 
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aware of the need and have developed a fev.: which fit  the needs of their 

particular area. 

As Scott points out, most high school courses strive to achieve 

two aims: 

1. An understanding of how the typical newspaper fu ncti�ns. 

2. An understanding of basic skills associated with working on 

a newspaper-- skills such as news writing, proofreading, interviewing, 

and feature writing. 

The course of study need not be merely a set of rigid rules to fol­

low. However, it should be a guide fo:r the teacher of journalism and 

the adviser of the publication. (29:15 5-15 6) 

In regard to new approaches to high school journalism, the Curricu­

lum Commission of the Journalism Education Association is developing 

a curriculum guide and course of study for communications. Features 

of the guide will afford creative suggestions to the English teacher of 

· composition, literature, and/ or journalism. Flexi bility is a factor 

related to the six basic units cited: communications theory, press and 

society, research, informative writing, persuasive and critical writing, 

and production techniques. The Commission was formulated following 

the realization of the need for (1) a text not publication-oriented, (2) 

the locating and catalog uing of better background material, (3) more 

and better qualified students undertaking formal journalism c ourse 



work, ( 4) updating of scholastic journalism curricula, and ( 5)  proper 

tr aining facil ities and appropriate focus for courses purporting to 

train journal ism teachers. (21 : 4) 
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Educator s should be well aware that j ournalism does have its 

place in  the school curriculum. It may be an elective and should qual­

ify fully with such courses as creative writing and composition. The 

course, because of its nature, can ai d the student in stating his i deas 

correctly, clearly, objectively, and concisely while he is  recording 

fact r ather than subjective opinion·. 

The cour se work may require much reading and an ample amount 

of j our nalistic writing under the supervision of the instructor .  A good 

deal of the work done by· the student i n  such a course wil l  be affili ated 

with the development of the student ' publication. The journalism 

teacher should be fully aware of the need of a balanced progr am with 

the student in mi nd, because it is for the student that the school ex-

ists. ( 22: 1 - 2) 

Whether the cour se is  in journalism or some other fiel d, it 

should be gear ed to the situation in which the students find themselves 

at the t ime. With this in mind, it should be quite clear that journalism 

· courses should not be standardized to the deg ree that st udents i nvolved 

in such activities study exactly the same problems every year .  

(1 0: 1 31) 
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In high schools where a journalism course or courses are offered, 

the adviser would seem to have a distinct advantage over the ·adviser 

who is not so fortunate to work under such conditions. In many cases 

the journalism class produces the school paper, and even if this is not 

true, the adviser can rely on students who have taken a journalism 

course and who should, then, have a basic understanding of newswrit­

ing and the mechanics of producing the paper. 

A decided influence in upgrading the school newspaper would be 

the offering of a class in newswriting. Again, even if the class is not 

designed to edit the paper, they still form a nucleus from which to 

select the editorial staff. Too, the formal training gained by the stu­

dents taking the class will be an asset to the establishment of good 

newspaper standards and procedures. The fact that the students have 

had writing experience will aid them in finding appropriate material 

for the paper. (24 :  3 3) 

It was found, in this study, that the number of schools offering 

journalism as part of their curriculum was relatively small .  Twenty­

two percent, or 47 of the 2 1 6  schools publishing student newspapers 

lis.ted journalism as being a part of their curric'!lum. Two factors 

· that may have a bearing on this low percentage are the lack of trained 

advisers and conditions preventing the secondary school from offering 



teaching positions which would deal entirely with teaching journalism 

and advising publications. 

Of the 47 schools referred to above, 15  percent or 42 offer only 

one course. Thirty-eight of these schools grant 1 / 2  credit for the one 

class offered ; here one would have to assume that the course is only 

taught one semester of the school year. Four of the schools which 

offer only one course grant one credit for the course . (See Table 11 

below. ) 

TAB LE 11 

.. DISTRIB UTION OF NORTH DAKOTA HIG H SCHOOLS OFFERING 
J:OURNALISM COURSES FOR CREDIT 

_Number of courses offered 

Total 

Qne 
Two 
Three 
None 
No response 

Number of schools 

42 
. 3 

2 
167 

2 

216 

Three schools, Bismarck High School, Litchville High School ., 

and West Fargo High School, have two courses available to their 

42 
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students, while only two schools, Central High Scho�l of Grand Forks, 

and Minot High School offer three courses. (For a complete listing of 

schools and courses offered, see Appendix A. , page 82. ) 

In answer to the question "Will additional courses in journalism 

be added ? " only advisers from six schools or 3 percent of the 216 

schools which have newspapers implied that additional courses in jour­

nalism would be added . Ten of the respondents were doubtful in regard 

to the question posed, indicating that addition of courses would depend 

mainly upon the availability of a qualified instructor or adviser. 

Thirty-five of the schools did not respond to the query, and the balance 

of 164 schools, or 76 percent, stated that they did not expect any addi­

tional courses to be added in the immediate future. 

A West Virginia study of high school journalism points out that 

many principals in that state have a desire to incorporate journalism 

in the curriculum of their particular schools; however, the small en-

. · rollments of these schools makes it almost impossible for them to 

secure teachers of special subjects. Another factor affecting this prob­

lem was that journalism teachers were leaving the state to secure posi­

tions in other states where the salaries were considerably higher. 

Fourteen other administrators made the observation that there were 

not enough qualified journalism teachers to fill their present needs . If 

the certification of journalism personnel in West Virginia became a 



reality, the demand to add courses would ·rise; however, the actual 

inclusion of these courses in the curriculum would again fall back on 

the supply of trained journalism personnel. (15: 26) 
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Whether the school has course offerings and whether their · student 

newspaper is of a high quality in regard to c;ontent and format seems to 

stem from the ba sic problem o{ training enough teachers in journali sm 

practices to enable the schools to realize the above goal s .  

Newspaper Objectives 

Ojectives or functions of the high school newspaper are highly 

varied, depending on the specific needs and particular philosophy of 

. ' 

· each school. Whatever the function may be, educators have come to 

view the school newspaper as an indispensible activity within the school 

program. 

The paper becomes a project which fosters natural interest  on the 

part of the student. It is an activity which may be easily related to 

f�nctional learning situations ; in this sense it provides the student with 

the opportunity to see composition and rhetoric come alive in light of 

their ·own life interests  and purposes.  ( 3 : 5) 

Where many of the required cour ses are failing to reach goal s ,  

student journalism as reflected in the newspaper is succes s ful in 

achieviJ?,g this goal. Too, as the s chool new spaper improv e s  in quality, 



it naturally b ecomes an effective means of giving the student valuab le 

experience and training. 
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Still, the school newspaper does not exist mer ely for the pur pose 

of providing an inter esting pastime for the stu dent who i s  an active 

memb er of the staff. It b ecomes important to the entire stude�t body 

as well as to the commun ity at lar ge. T his publicat ion has extensive 

influence whi ch may work constantly for the benefit of all concerned. 

( 3 : 5) 

T he school paper has an important role to fill. If it is to fulfill 

its purposes, all those concerned must come to recognize thr ee b asic 

facts: 

T he first · point is  that the adviser as well as the staff member 

must realize that the school paper should exemplify the highest stan ­

dards of journalism and that the paper is not be  be viewed as merely 

a toy to be used for the amusement of a select few within the school. 

Secondly, the school newspaper should serve a definite need; i n  

this vein, i f  a single issue of the paper were missed, its absence would 

be sorely felt. T here should be  an anticipation about receiving the 

paper, and following pub lication it should be enj oyed and discussed i f  

. it is to be  successful. 

Thirdly, the school paper should have a qualified adviser at the 

helm. It is a rare instance when one finds that the student staff has 
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the maturity and j udgmen t  to carry on the_ affairs of the paper. Many 

of the activities in the high school function well because the students 

feel that the faculty member in charge is capable of directing the bus­

iness of that activity to the best interests of all concerned. However, 

man y students believe that they should have complete control of the 

school paper without interference from anyone. As a resu lt, the advis­

er finds that his j ob of guiding the students in matters of jou rnalism 

becomes extremely difficu lt. The good adviser will strive to instill 

practices of good j ournalism within his students; if thi s is achieved, 

he may find  that there is need for little censorship or direct control. 

( 4 : 2 6 7 - 2 6 9 )  

Drastic journalistic impr ovement is being observed in our na­

tion' s high schools. The most str iking example of this is seen in the 

subjects that today' s student journalists are writing about. 

These are the conclusions of Saul J.  Waldman, assistant manager, 

Newspaper In for mation Service, American Newspaper Pu blishers Assoc-

iation. 

Waldman, writing for Quill Magazine, states that the school ad-

ministrator now sees the school paper in a different light. The paper 

. is much mor e than j ust another extr acur r icular act_ivity to contend with 

throughout the school y ear .  Where the administr ato� takes this stand, 



he finds that he is receiving a paper of high quality rather than jus t a 

gos s ip s he et, a pers onal mouthpiece ,  or a cheer- leader-in- print. 
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The gos sip column, which was at one time the ce nter of intere s t  

in news papers , is practically non- e xis tent in today' s high s chool news ­

papers . Wal dman also obs erve s  that there s ee ms to be far le s s  con­

cern in the areas of the clas s pl.ay, the bas ketball team, or the honor 

rol l than there has be e n  in the pas t. 

He s e es  today' s s tu dent journalis t as being more aware of prob­

lems which directl y affect the s ociety in which the y live. Storie s i n  

the s chool paper may deal with integration, dropouts , drug addiction, 

quality of education, and cens or ship in the s chool library. 

Be caus e of the s e  new intere s ts ,  the s tude nts are becoming 

involved in de pth re porting, whi ch in turn re s ults in quality writing. 

The profes s ional journali s ts are aware that the upgrading of s ubject 

matter and quality writing go hand in hand. ( 1 3: 4) 

With the emphas is on the nature of s ubj ect matte r appe aring in 

hi'gh s chool papers changing, it would s eem that s ome of the obje ctive s 

of the news papers , as s e t down by each s chool , will nece s s arily have 

to pe  revis ed. 

Be nz and Daws on s tate , "School journalism achie ve s many of 

the major obje ctive s of s econdary educatio n. It  me e ts the basic aims 

of ins tr uction in Englis h  and the s o cial science s .  It tr ains the boys and. 



girls for effective citizenship. Young jo�rnalists working on school 

publications are fortunate in having special opportunity. " (3: 5 )  
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Also, · student journalism offers a challenge to the student in the 

realm of his everyday living. A program of this type will prepare the 

student to become organized, cooperative, and responsible, and to 

develop skill in human relations� Besides this, qualities of person­

ality and character, which include tact, tolerance, initiative, leader­

ship, punctuality, dependability, and self-confidence, may be develop­

ed to a high degree. 

Student journalism can give the -student an insight into the role of · 

the press in democracy, the relationship of the press to the consumer 

of news, and the mechanical procedure necessary to the production of 

a newspaper. 

The school newspaper may be very influential in bringing about a 

unified spirit within the school. It is a medium for creating and ex­

pressing school opinion which could result in group action for the good 

of the school. By doing this, it is developing a strong esprit de corps. 

Aside from serving the students and the school, the newspaper 

can be an effective force in the community. Here the paper can inform 

the public so as to change attitudes and create a better understanding of 

the !unctions of the school. Creating a desirable commun.ity attitude in 
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regar d to the school should be one of the objectives of the student news-

paper . { 3 : 6-7) 

Campbell says, " Ever y issue of the newspaper publicizes the 

school. If it ignor es the classr oom, the public may assume that sec­

ondar y education consists of athletic contests, cl ub meetings, and 

social activities. Nor will emphasis on queens prove that it str esses 

education for democr acy. " (7: 5 )  

Campbell in A Principal I s Guide to High School Jour nalism lists 

aids to teenager s participating in high school j our nalism: 

Under stand, appreciate and evaluate mass media and allied 
agencies. 
Gather , ver ify, and pr esent significant facts effectively with 
both objectivity and imagination. 
Wr ite simply and clear ly to inform, influence, and entertain. 
Produce quality student publications for their peer s. 
Explore professional opportuntities for career s in journalism. 
Develop qualities of character and tr aits of per sonality 
desirable in Ame r ican citizens. (7: 15 ) 

Ar nold and Kr ieghbaum in The Student Jour nalist list these objec-

tives for the school paper: 

To inform the r eader s. 
To influence them. 
To amuse them. 
To serve the r eader s and the community. ( 2: 4-5 )  

Spear s and Lawshe in High-School Journalism have c ited the follow-

ing objectives of the paper : 



T o  educate the commu nity as to the work of the school. 
T o  publi sh school news. 
To  create and express school opinion. 
T o  capitalize the achievements of the school. 
T o  act as a means of uni fying the school. 
T o  encourage and stimulate worth- while activities. 
T o  aid in developing right standards of conduct . 
.T o promote understanding of other schools. 
T o  provide an outlet for student suggestions for the betterment 

of the school. 
T o  develop better interschool relationships. 
T o  promote co- operation between parents and school. ( 30: 8 )  

Respondents were asked to rate the top three objectives as 
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(1- 2- 3) . In addition, they were directed to check those objectives which 

were also included in their program. The fact that the objectives were 

not listed i n  specifi c order was stressed. The following objectives 

were included and are found on page 2 of the questionnaire: 

1. Provides a laboratory for the training of students in  jour­
nalism. 

2. Creates better community and school relations. 

3. Aids students in understanding, appreciating, and evaluating 
mass media and allied agencies. 

4. Helps student to gather, veri fy, and present significant facts 
effectively with both objectivity and imagination. 

5 . . Encourages student to write simply and clearly to i nform, 
influence and entertai n. 

6. Offers training in  organization, business method� ,  commer­

cial art, salesmanshi p, bookkeeping and business manage-

ment. 



7 .  Produces quality student p ublications for their p eers. 

8 .  Offers opportunities to exp lore professional careers in . 
journalism. 

9 .  Develops qualities of coop eration, tact, accuracy, tolerance, 
responsibility, initiative, and leadership . 

T ABLE 1 2  

DISTRIBUTION OF NORTH DAKOTA I-llGH SCHOOL 
NEWSPAPE RS ACCORDI NG TO 

RATING OF OBJE CTIVES 

Number of Rated # 1  Rated #2 Rated #3 Also checked 
objective 

1 21  3 9 1 6  

2 30 1 9  27 4 5  

3 3 9 9 23 

4 23 37 21 37 

5 22 4 1  37 37 

6 8 1 5  1 6  27 

7 1 3  1 1  7 30 

8 2 4 2 1 6  

9 5 2  34 40 - 3 8 

No responses to rank: 37 

5 1  



From the distribution, appearing in Table 1 2  on previous page, 

it becomes evident that the adviser s felt that obj ective number n ine 

52 

was the most impor tant. Fifty-two of the total of 21 8 adviser s checked 

this obj ective as being fir st, 34 listed it as second, 40 mar ked it as 

third, and 38 selected it as being included in their pr ogr am. 

Of all the obj ectives l isted, number eight was the least checked by 

the adviser s. Only two of the respondents listed this objective as fir st, 

four listed it as second, two l isted it in thir d place, and 1 6  checked it 

as being included in their pr ogram. 

Number nine led in the or der of the total number of fir st place 

choices, while number five came in second. The gr eater number of 

thir d place ratings was· also attr ibuted to number nine. Objective num­

ber two r eceived the most r atings· with reference to the statement, 

" Other o.bj ectives which are included in the progr am. " 

Joseph M. Mur phy, Di rector of the Columb.ia Scholastic Press 

Association, had this to say about aspects of the paper which ar e 

closely related to the obj ectives of the student newspaper j ust discussed: 

To me, the physical, financial, staff member ship and advi ser ­
ships ar e passing phases. The essential idea is the educational 

. aspect of the paper , how it fits into the program of the school, 
what it does for the youngsters, does it help them later· on, is it 
an educational asset, and things like that. It ' s  like clothes--
they ar e supposed to cover nakedness, pr otect from the elements-, 
and be suitable for per son, per sonality and locality. The r eal 
thing, and the only reason they exist, is for the com�or t and 
convenience of the. l iving being underneath. The student  



publicati on we s ee i s  an ext e rnal manife station ; _the ba s ic thing 
is what e ffect it has on the e ducational d evelopment of tho s e 
who wo rk with it.  ( 27 )  

Financing the School Paper 

5 3  

Whateve r method o f  reproducti on i s  u s ed for the s chool pap e r ,  the 

p r oblem of finan cing the p roj ect f 's foremost  in the min d s  of all c on ­

c e rned.  Whe r e  will the  mon ey come from ? 

B enz and Daw s on say that the l etterpr e s s n ewspap e r  i s  obviously 

the most  exp en s ive with the offs et pr oc e s s b eing next in t e rms of c o st .  

Howeve r ,  thi s i s  not always tru e ,  a s  in s ome in stanc e s  thi s p ro c es s 

will b e  mo r e  exp en s ive than letterpre s s .  If it i s  n e c e s s ar y  t o  econo­

miz e ,  the mimeographed paper  may b e  the answe r .  

N o  matter  what method o f  r·eproduction i s  s elected ,  the co st of 

publi shing should not mak e or b reak the effo rt to  come ·up with a good, 

quality newspap e r .  In fact ,  with recommendation s mad e b y  the ad ­

vi s e r ,  each newspap er should cho o s e the printing proc e s s  that i s  be st  

suited to i ts  r e s ou r c e s  and need s .  

Generally, student newspaper s may b e  financ e d  by  on e o f  the fol ­

lo¥fing methods : ( 1 )  paid sub s c r iption, ( 2 ) paid� adve rti s ing ,  ( 3 ) sub ­

s idization by the s chool di strict , or  ( 4) student fe e s . Some s chool s 

will n ec e s s arily utiliz e all of the above app r oache s ,  or - they may c ome 

. up with a c ombinati on of any of the fou r mentioned.  



O f  the four methods cited for raising money to run the paper, ad­

vertising will ,  by far, entail the most work for the adviser and. his 

staff. ( 3 : 4 2 )  

Means of financing the paper should be determined prior to the 

publ ishing of the actual paper, and this pattern should be worked out 

for the entire school year. This will involve setting up the advertis-
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ing campaign, signing the contracts with the printer, and making pro­

visions for subscription drives. It is the responsibility of the person 

in charge of finances to insure that there will be enough money, pref­

erably with some to spare, to meet all expenses for the school year. 

Advertisers are rel uctant to purchase space for their ads in a news-

paper which is in financial trouble. (4: 2 7 5 )  

Hyde emphasizes the need for the paper to be self-supporting by 

saying this: 

To s erve all purposes, the student newspaper must be self­
supporting. 
The student is growing up in a world in which all publications --
all media of communication--must pay their own way. 
The basic conception of press freedom is self-supported 
publication. 
N o  s ubsidized communication can ever be free or effective. 
For the student editor to produce a "subsidiz ed" newspaper 
is to give him a completely false conception of the American 
journalism he will l ive with. 
The student newspaper must pay its own way with subscrip-
tions, sales and advertising- -like adult periodicals. Then 
it i-s no burden to the school. 



That i s  b eing don e  in hundr eds of c oll ege s and thou s and s of  
s cho ol s .  

To b e  s elf- suppo rtin g ,  the newspap e r  mu st b e  allow e d  to 
carry adve r ti s ing . 
The student editor lives  in a s ociety in which all c ommuni c a ­
tion s - -newspap er s ,  magazin e s ,  r adio , tel evi si on - - i s  � i cJ  
finan c ed b y  the sale of c ommerc ial advertis ing . No othe r 
suppo rt i s  known in Alne ri can j ournalism. 
Publi cation training is  not complet e without exp e ri enc e in 
financing the p e ri odi cal with adve rtising .  It is compl etely 
un r eali s tic . ( 2 0 :  1 )  

Aitken adds support  to Hyde I s vi ewpoint when she s tat e s  thi s : 

Hi gh s chool s whi ch distribute a s tud ent newspap e r  supp orted 
enti r ely by a s tud ent ac tivity fund or an allocation from a 
school board o r  di strict a r e s elling their j ournali s t s  sho rt . 

By not enc our aging adve rti sing in publi cation s ,  o r  at wo r s t ,  
pr ohibiting · the practi c e  enti r ely , the s e  s chool s ar e byp a s s ing 
pr ofe s s ional exp e ri ence fo r s tudent s and an e s s ential s e rvi c e  
t o  local bu s ine s smen. 

Students who edit and publi s h newspap e rs that car ry no adve r ­
ti s ing a r e  n ot r ec eiving the total pichl:r e of the p rofe s sion .  It 
is unr eali s tic to publi sh a pap e r  that doe s not d ep end on a bu s i ­
ne s s  s ta ff fo r r evenu e .  Profe s s1onal publication s c ould n ever 
survive on funds p r ovided by sub s c ription s alori e and bu s in e s s ­
men would hav e a diffi cult time s elling t heir p r oduct s without 
newspap e r  adve rti s ements . ( 1 :  5 )  

Whenever high s chool newspap e r  advis e r s  get tog ethe r ,  the topic 

a s  to whethe r the student pap e r  should carry adve rti s ing is u sually 

di s cu s s e d at s om e  l ength.  B oth thos e  for or again st  adv e rti s ing have 

5 5  
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valid arguments which they pr esent to lend support to their resp ective 

p ositions. 

T here are some schools which may not permit advertising to 

appear in the student paper; these are usually subsidized by funds from 

student fees or by adminstr ative appropriations. In most schools, 

where subsidizing is not in effect, advertising seems to be the best 

sour ce of r evenue. 

Following are some thoughts expressed by teachers either for or 

against the appear ance of advertising in school papers. 

T eachers opposed to advertising say this: 

1. T he school paper should provide writing experienc es for 
the students. If it is cluttered up with adver tising, there is 
not enough .space for_ news and feature stories. 
2. I am an English teacher. It is not my job to teach business. 
Sup ervising the advertising p r ogram can be a full time business 
job. 
3. Solicitation of advertising for the paper takes the students 
out of class and away from school. 
4. Merchants are 'dunned' for everything. T hey wil l have 
more respect for the paper and the school if they ar e not 
solicited for advertising. 
5. Advertising places the school paper on a commer cial 
basis. No medium of the school should be used to help one 
merchant gain advantage over a competitor. 
6. Advertising in the school paper takes advertising revenue 
from commer cial pap er s. Commercial papers ar e or can be 
g-r e at supporter s of the schools. Nothing should be done by 
the schools to impede the revenue of the commer cial p r ess. 

T eachers in favor of adver tising claim this: 

L T he adver tising or business 'side' of the school paper 



provides numerous and varied learnin_g experiences for many 
students. · In journali sm classes and on paper staffs there 
are some youngsters who do not have an aptitude for or 
interest i n  news and feature writing . They can fi nd an outlet 
for their interests and abilities i n  the varied activities of the 
business department. 
2 .  Advertising in the school newspaper does not detract from 
the advertising lineage of commercial papers. Businessmen 
who beli eve i n  advertising , and most of them · do or they are 
not in  business long , budget so much money for advertising .  
The smart businessman knows it  is wise to use several di f­
ferent media to g et across hi s message. 
3. T he solicitation or' advertising teaches boys and g irls many 
things they can use throughout life such as (a) how to speak 
effectively ( b) how to sell (c) how to layout an advertisement 
(d) how to keep books and (e) how to collect money and issue 
receipts. 
4. Advertising teaches youngsters to read and study the adver­
tisements in commercial publications. Our economy is based 
upon advertising, to a g reat extent, and we should learn all we 
can about it. ( 19 : 2 53) 
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T he stude nt newspapers i n  North Dakota high schoo ls are financed 

in  a variety of ways. T he g reatest number are subsidiz ed from appro­

priations made by the school district. Papers financed in  this manner 

total 57 of the 2 16 schools returning and respondin.g to the question­

naire. Fifty- one of these schools indicated that a combination of 

paid advertising and paid subscriptions constitutes their total means 

of support. While 13 papers were financed from student fees, only six 

stated that they were completely financed by monies from advertising . · 

Other methods of financi ng or combinations of several methods 

are shown in Table 13 on the following pag e .  



T ABLE 13 

DISTRIBUT ION OF NORT H DAKOT A IDGH SCHOOLS 
ACCORDING T O  MET HODS OF FINANCING THE 

SCHOOL NEWSPAPER 

Method of Financing Number of Schools 

1. Paid subscription 
2. From student fees 
3. Subsidized by school 
4. Paid advertising 

Other: 

T otal 

Combination of 1 and 2 
Combination of 1 and 3 
Combination of 1 and 4 
Combination of 2 and 3 
Combination of 2 and 4 
Combination· of 3 and 4 
Combination of 1, 3 and 4 
Combination of 1, 2 and 3 
Combination of 1, 2 and 4 
Combination of 2, 3 and 4 
Combination of 1, 2, 3 and 4 
Sold per copy and #4 
Fund raising activities 
Sold per copy 
Play receipts, solicited donations and # 1  
Concessions, # 2 and #4 
Sponsored by merchants and #2 
Published as part of weekly newspaper 
10¢ per copy and #3 

2 3  

1 3  

5 7  

6 

2 
1 5  
5 1  

5 
11 

4 
10 

2 
1 
3 
3 
1 
2 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

2 1 6  
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Arnold and Kri eghbaum s tat e that "t�e high s chool market i s  a 

t r emendou s  one .  It i s  e s timat ed that high s chool student s in the United 

Stat e s annually sp end 1 7 0 mi llion dollar s . . . it i s  w ell worth the 

inve stment of s ome ad dollar s by a mer chant to g et hi s sha r e of the 

· market. 1 1  ( 2 : 1 57 - 1 5 8)  

War d in an article on Finan ce made menti on of the fact that in a 

sp e e ch Mr . L e s  Moo r e ,  s al e s  manag er of the J .  C .  Penn ey C ompany, 

r eveale d to  a g roup of newspaper publisher s that $ 1 3 billion i s  sp ent 

by the nation ' s t e enag e r s  in a single year . ( 3 5 : 9) 

Aitken make s r efe r en c e  to a su rvey of the amount of mon ey sp ent 

by the s tud ent s of an Omaha high s chool . The r e sults w e r e that s ome 

_2 ,  40 0 t e enager s sp ent ove r $22 5 , 000 in ju st one s em e s te r . Their 

mon ey w ent fo r typical items such as  haircuts , cloth e s ,  r ecords , and 

tel ephone c all s .  Howeve r ,  it wa s a rar e  occa s ion when the b a r b e r  

shop or tel ephon e compani e s  adve rtiz ed i n  the s chool pap e r . A study 

similar to the on e c onducted in Omaha wa s don e in Kan s a s  C ity; thi s 

one r evealed that 1 ,  30 0 student s sp ent over $3 04, 0 0 0  in on e yea r .  

( 1 :  5) 

As a mean s of c ommuni cation, adverti sing may have a vital in ­

fluence on the hi gh s chool student as  a consume r  of goods and s e r ­

vi ce s .  It ha s be en and will c ontinue t o  b e  a significant part of our 

cultu re . The s e rvi c e s  that adve rti sing p e rforms fo r ou r citie s ,  state s ,  



and nation can also be realized by the secondary schools. Both the 

advertizer and the consumers may benefit equally through a J; elation­

ship based on sound educational principles. { 8 : 6) 

Publications Practices 
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A variety of approaches may be adopted by the adviser to prepare 

the school paper for publication. This might be done as an extra cur­

ricular activity; it could be a project for the journalism or some other 

class, or it could be a combined function of the journalism class and 

an extra curricular group. Too, a decision has to be made as to the 

production method to be used by each student newspaper. Needless to 

say, cost will be a prime factor to consider. 

Letterpress, offset and mimeograph are generally thought of as 

being the three chief means of newspaper production. However, the 

staff may elect two other possibilities, which are. the dittoed news­

paper or a page appearing in a professional paper. 

Letterpress usually makes the paper look more professional. 

However, this process is the most expensive, because the students do 

not become engaged in any of the work with the e?'ce ption o_f pasting 

up the dummy. Even though the c ost is high, this· method is the most 

convenient for the staff who merely deliver the dummy to the printer 

and then a few days later pick up the finished product. 



In the letterpress process, the metal actually touches the paper 

to leave an impression which appears in the form of pictures and 

s·tories within the newspaper . 

6 1  

Some staffs may desire to save money on the printing costs; if 

this is true, they could use the offset process. This method consists 

of photographing the text which has been pasted onto the dummy. A 

plate is made from the negative; the plate is then placed on the offset 

press, where copies of the paper are reproduced. 

In this process, the metal does not touch the paper; instead it 

comes in contact with a rubber blanket, which in turn prints the 

image onto the paper. 

The offset method_ affords the student the opportu nity to become 

involved in the a ctual mechanics .of publishing a paper. In some 

case� , the students, throu gh the use of a special typewriter, ma y set 

all of the type needed for their school paper. Because the stu dents do 

set the type and paste up the dummies, the staff may realize quite a 

_reduction in production costs. 

The last of the three basic methods of production is the mimeo­

graph, which is much less costly than the other two mentioned. The 

staff may be using school equipment, so that the _only r eal cost to 

contend with wou ld be the pur chase of paper and stencHs. T he final 



typing of the · copy is done on a stencil, which is then placed onto the 

mimeograph machine which prints the paper. ( 1 7 :  5 1 - 52 )  

Comments by advisers in reference to the approaches used to 

prepare the school paper for publication were that 1 7 2 ,  or 80 percent 

of the school newspapers published in North Dakota, were prepared as 

an extra curricular activity. Ou{'of the 2 1 6  schools publishing news­

papers, only 1 2  percent or 2 6  indicated that their papers were pre­

pared for publication as a result of being integrated into the journal­

ism class. While n1ne of the papers publ_ished were a combination of 

extra curricular activities and integration into a journalism class, 

one was integrated into an English class, two were integrated into 

office practice class, and one was integrated into typing and general 

business classes. 

The mimeographed paper led in methods of reproduction with 51 

percent or a total of 111 papers, using this printing process. In 

descending order, 52 were dittoed papers, 33 were offset, 12 were 

letterpress, two were a combination of mimeo and ditto , and one was 

a combination of offset and lett e rpress. Five gave no response to 

this question related to m ethods of production. 

6 2  

Frequency of publication varied from one s·chool , which publishes 

we�kly, to on e which publishes annually. The most common re-

sponse was that of publishing eve ry six weeks by 57  pe rcent , or 1 2 2 ,  



of the total numb er of s chool s r e sponding . Thi s wa s followed by 48 

s chool s which pu bli sh monthly and 1 3  which pu bli sh four i s su e s - per 

year.  (Se e T able 14 b elow) 

TAB LE 1 4  

DIST RIBU TION OF NO RTH DAKO TA HIGH SC HOO L 
NEWSPAPERS AC CORDING TO FREQUEN C Y  

O F  PUB LICATION 

Public ation fr equ ency 

W eekly 
Eve ry 2 w e ek s  
Eve ry 3 w eek s 
Monthly 
Eve ry 6 w eeks . 
B i - monthly 
4 i s  sue s per year 
4 to  6 . i s su e s  per year 
3 to 6 is  sue s pe r year 
5 i s su e s  per year 
5 to 6 i s sue s per year 
At random 
No r e s pon s e  
7 i s  su e s  p e r  year 
6 t o  8 is sue s per year 
8 i s sue s per year 
1 0  i s sue s pe r year 
1 0  to 1 1  i s sue s pe r year 
1 0  i s sue s plu s extra edition s 
Annually 

· T otal 

Numb er of s chools  

1 
3 

1 

48 
1 2 2 

2 

1 3  

I 
1 
6 
1 
1 
8 
2 

1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

2 1 6 

6 3  
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The staff may solve its production problems by making use of the 

yellow pages in the telephone book. The names of printers, en­

gravers, and duplicating firms are listed there, and by merely taking 

the time to contact these concerns, staffs can get information on cur ­

rent printing costs and on new techniques being used in the printing 

business. The staff should consider asking for bids on the production 

of their paper ;  they should also be aware of factors, other than money, 

which help to produce a quality newspaper. 

Conferring with staffers and advisers from other schools may . 

· also help in gaining insights into the solving of production problems. 

_( 1 7 : 5 3)  

There is no stock_ answer as to which, method of producing the 

school paper is best for each school . This will depend on functions 

that the paper is to serve, on funds available to the staffs , and on the 

existing situations at each school . 

Staff Selection 

The adviser ,  especially the novice adviser ,  who finds that estab­

lished guidelin es are there for him to follow may be fortunate indeed � 

However afte� he has evaluated the peculiarities of his situation , he 1 

may want to alte r some of the publications practices as they· exist in 

· his pa rticular school. The one area of deep concern tq most advisers 



is the selection of reliable staff members, which becomes quite a 

challenge even to the most seasoned of advisers. 

6 5  

Whether the production of the paper is a class project or an extra 

curricular activity, the adviser might keep in mind that his main 

objective is not to prepare the student for a career in pro
.
fes sional 

journalism but to give the student a variety of experiences depicting 

newspaper work. If the -students· are given an ample amount of work 

and responsibility, the interest in professional journalism may logi-

cally follow. 

When it comes to the selection of staff for the student newspaper,_ 

an adequate sample of the entire student body should be considered for 

positions. If this is done, all facets of school life may find repre­

sentation on the scho9 l paper; however, it is imperative that some 

basic. qualifications be established prior to the actual selection of staff 

members. One method might make use of the application form which 

could include such information as grade average, past experience, 

. class schedule, and positions desired. 

Milner and Flynn set down the following methods of staff selection: 

1. T he simplest way (but not always the most su ccessful) is to 
make an announcement inviting all interested students .to meet 
the sponsor at a specified time and place. 

2. Recruitment throug h the English department will get the 
be tter writers. If English teachers are asked to help select staff 
members,. they will also help to interest them in applyi ng. 

, 



3. Permitting students to recruit the�r dep endable friends is 
another method which may or may not work to the advantage 

of the pap er. If this method is used, the sponsor should watch 
with careful eye to prevent a clique on the staff. 

- 4. The sponsor may wish to seek out members of various 
groups and invite them to join the n ewspaper staff . This meth<;>d 
will avoid cliques, but it places loyalty to the sponsor as a chief 

i 
reason for assisting. 

5. An ideal method is for the sponsor and principal to form a 
two-member committe e  to select the top editors of the pap er. 
Other members of the staff may be filled from student applica­
tions. (2 5: 4) 
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Should the k ey p ersonnel be selected by the principal, by the ad­

viser , by a faculty committe e ?  Campbell states an emphatic no. The 

r eason for this is that none of the above methods give the students a 

voice in choosing their leaders. Campbell points out that better plans 

for the selection of key staff might be that students are chosen by the 

class in journalism, by members of the publications staff , by editors · 

of the newspap er ,_ or by a Board of Publications. 

Campbell feels that it would be desirable for staffs to publish a 

handbook which would outline policies and procedures in the form of 

records, standards of work, and the advancement of staff based on 

adequate performance.  (7: 1 8) 

Results from schools responding to the portion of the· questionnaire · 

dealing with staff selection indicate that 29 percent, or 62 of the North 

Dakota high schools that publish newspap ers, select their members 



from volunteer s. In 22, or 12 per cent o f  the schools, the adviser 

s elects the staff, and in 8 percent, or 18 of the schools, the staff is 

s elected from students enrolled in journalism classes. A total of 24 

differ ent methods of staff selection is r epresented in Table 1 5  below. 

1 .  

2 .  

3 .  

4 .  

5 .  

6 .  

7. 

8 .  

9 . 

1 0 .  

1 1 .  

TABLE 15 

DISTRIBUTION OF NORTH DAKOTA HI GH SCHOOL 
NEWSPAPERS' ACCORDING TO METHODS OF 

STAFF SELECTION 

Method of selection Number of schools 

Selected fr om volunteers 62 

Selected by adviser 2 2  

Selected fr om students enrolled in 
journalism class 1 8  

Qualifications of student 1 2  

Selected by editor and adviser 1 2  

Elected by student body 1 1  

Selected from junior c lass following 
in-ser vice training 7 

Selected by adviser and former staff 6 

Selected by students 5 

Selected by edi tor 5 

By application 5 
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TAB LE 1 5  ( contin.ued) 

1 2 .  Volunteer and election 

1 3 . Class electi on 

1 4. Elected by s enior class 

1 5 . Elected by s tudent vote and s elected 
by fa culty 

1 6 .  Selected by English department and 
faculty 

1 7 .  Selected by faculty 

1 8 . Pre- r equisit�,  journalism student 

1 9 . Staff and faculty appointment 

2 0 .  Senior class volunteers 

2 1 .  Selected by publi cations board 

2 2 .  Selected on bas is of writing ability 

2 3 .  Junio r  clas s volunteers 

24.  Student c ouncil s election of editor who 
s elects staff 

2 5 .  No respons e 

T otal 

4 

4 

3 

3 

3 

3 

2 

2 

2 

]l 

I 

1 

I 

2 1  

2 1 6  

· If the s election of s taff members is left up to the s tudents , thes e 

students may make po o r  decis ions , just as adults are in'clined to do . · 

68 



Whatever the outcome, the school environment should afford the real 

life opportunities for the selection of responsible leaders.- (7:18 ) 
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CHAPTER IV 

SUMMARY, CONC LUSIONS, AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

Summary 

Procedure: A greater portion of the literature reviewed for this 

s tudy emphas ized the need for upgrading journalis m programs in the 

s econdary s chool, for better training of journalis m ins tr uctors , and 

for creating an interest in careers in profes sional jour nalis m on the 

part of the s tudent. Material for thi s s tudy was gathered from doc_-

toral dis s ertations , unpublis hed mas ter' s thes es , general s urveys , 

· periodicals , and books . 

The purpos e of this s tudy was to provide a recent evaluation of 

the s tatus of j our nalis m programs in North Dakota high s chools . Spe-

cific ar eas inves tigated wer e training of advis er s ,  cour s e  offerings 

in journalis m, news paper obj ectives , financial s upport of the s chool 

paper, and publications practices and s taff s election. 

70 

Public, non-public, and Federal Indian s chools wer e contacted for 

this sur vey, which was conducted during the _ s econd s emes ter of the 

19 67·- 68 s chool year . 
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A mail questionnaire along with a cover letter was sent to prin ­

cipals of the 301 op erational schools throughout th e state .  Of the 301 

schools queried, 247 or 82 percent eithe r completed the questionnaire 

or indicated that they did not publish a newspaper. Of the 247 r e ­

sponding schools, 216 published school n ewspapers whereas 31  did not . 

The final result was that there were 21 6 usable responses or 72 p er­

cent of the initial questionnaires mailed. 

The data from these returns were classified and tabulated, and 

an evaluation was then prepared to acquaint the reader with the objec­

tives of this study as they relate  to journalism programs in North 

Dakota. 

Major Findings: 

( 1) Only one of the 21 8 responding advisers has a major in jour ­

nalism, while four of the advisers pointed out that they have minors in 

the field. 

( 2) Forty- seven percent or 1 1 5  listed English as their major 

-teaching field, and 3 1  percent or 7 7  listed business education as their 

major field. 

(3) Sixty- eight of the 21 8 advisers or 3 1  percent stated that they 

had taken undergraduate courses in journalism. _ 

· ( 4) Thirte en of the advisers responding had graduate courses in 



jour nalism to their e r
.
edit, which repr es ented only 6 percent of the 

total number of advisers checking the questionnaire. 

(5) The only adviser with a major in journalism stated that she 

has had 20 years of professional experience. 
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(6) Seventy advisers or 32 percent ·indicated that they had worked 

in some capacity on the college newspaper, while 29 or 13 percent 

were active on the colleg e  annual staff. 

(7) More than 5 0  percent or 114 advisers stated that they would 

be in favor of a journalism minor being taught at the state college 

level .  

(8) Course loads for advisers var y from thr ee who teach no 

other classes than journalism to 63 or 29 percent who teach five 

other classes, and 42 or 15 percent who teach four other classes. 

(9) Eighty-three of the advisers receive extr a pay for their 

duties. This compensation r anged fr om a low of  $25 per year to a 

high of $800 per year . Thirty- three percent or 27 adviser s r eceive 

$100 and 24 percent or 20 r eceive $50 per year. 

(10) Only 19 advi ser s or 8 percent wer e gr anted r el eased time to 

devote to the publication of the newspaper. 

(11) The number of schools offer ing journalism as a part of their 

curr iculum was r elativel y small. Twenty-two percent or 47 of the 

216 schools publishing student newspaper s listed jour nalism as being 



part of their curriculum. 

(1 2 )  Only six schools or 3 percent of the 216 schools which have 

n·ewspapers implied that additional courses in journalism would b e  

added. One hundred sixty.:.. four schools or 76 percent stated that they 

did not expect any additional courses to b e  added in the immediate 

fu ture. 

(13) In re ference to, objectives of the school paper, 5 2  of a total 

7 3  

of 218 advisers checked number nine " develops qualities of cooperation, 

tact, accuracy, tolerance, responsib ility, initiative, and leadership" 

as b eing first. T hirty- four listed it as second, 40 marked it as third, 

and 38 selected it as b eing included in  their program. 

( 14) The greatest numb er of student newspapers in North Dakota 

are subsidized from appropriations made b y  the school district. Pa­

pers financed in this manner total 57 of the 2 1 6  schools returning and 

responding to the questionnaire. Only six stated that they were com­

pletely financed b y  monies from a_dvertising. 

(1 5 )  T he majority of high school papers were published as an 

extra curricular activity. One hundred seventy-two or 8 0  percent of 

the pap ers were pub lished in this manner. 

(16) T he mime ograp hed paper led in metho_ds of reproduction 

with 5 1  pe rcent or a total of 1 1 1  papers using this method, followed 

b y  offset with 33. 



74 

(17) The most common response in regard to frequency of publi­

cation was every six weeks as stated by 57 percent or 122 of the total 

number of schools responding. This was followed by 48 schools which 

indicated that they publish monthly. 

( 18) The most popular method of staff selection was the selection 

of members from volunteers as supported by the fact that 29 percent 

or 62 of the North Dakota high schools used this approach. 

Conclusions 

When consulting journalism studies done in other states, one finds 

that the problems peculiar to high school journalism in North Dakota 

are similar to those that exist in high schools throughout the entire 

nation. 

Conclusions based on data reviewed in this study and related to 

the basic objectives of this study are as follows: 

( 1) There is a need for a specific program of journalism educa­

tion to be included in the curriculum of North Dakota colleges engaged 

in the training of teachers so that these colleges may prepare their 

students to become qualified instructors of journalism. 

(2) A greater percentage of the advisers should have enough 

undergraduate or graduate hours in journalism to enable them to meet 

the minimum requirements set down by the North Central Association · 
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(17) The most common response. in regard to frequency of publi­

cation was every six weeks as stated by 57 percent or 12 2 of the total 

number of. schools responding. This was followed by 48 schools which 

indicated that they publish monthly. 

( 18) The most popular method of staff selection was the selection 

of members from volunteers as supported by the fact that 2 9  percent 

or 62 of the North Dakota high schools used this approach . 

Conclusions 

When consulting journalism studies done in other states, one finds 

that the problems peculiar to high school journalism in North Dakota 

are similar to those that exist in high schools throughout the entire 

nation. 

Conclusions based on data reviewed in this study and related to 

the basic objectives of this study are as follows : 

( 1) There is a need for a specific program of journalism educa­

tion to be included in the curriculum of North Dakota colleges engaged 

in the training of teachers so that these colleges may prepare their 

students to become qualified instructors of journalism. 

(2 )  A greater percentage of the advisers should have .enough -

undergraduate or graduate hours in journalism to enable them to meet 

the minimum requirements set down by the North Central Association 
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of S econdary Schools or by the North Dakota Department of Public In­

struction. 

(3) The re  is a ne ed for mor e  professional journalism experi ence 

on the part of the advise r .  

( 4) More advise r s  should become involved in the activiti es of the 

colleg e newspaper  and othe r college publications . 

( 5) The n e ed for a journalism minor at the college level is very 

evident . 

( 6) The r e  is a definite ne ed for r educed course loads if the ad­

viser  is to view his position in a favorable light. 

( 7) Administrators should consider allowing advisers extra 

compensation for thei r  duti es as newspaper  consultants. 

( 8) Advise rs should have mor e r eleased time to devote to th e 

publications. 

( 9) Obj ectives of the student newspaper should be r evi ewed so as 

include development of community and school r ealtions, promotion 

of good writing habits, and provision for the educational development 

of the student. 

( 1 0) The r e  is a ne ed to supplement the monies set aside for op e r -· 

ation of the paper  by including adve rtising as a means of financing. · 



( 11) Altho ugh the mimeographed paper led in the method for 

reproduction, a dvisers sho uld investigate the possibil ity of util izing 

the offset_ process of  printing. 

( 12 ) Schools  sho uld give serious consideration to publishin_g 

their newspapers more often tha n every six weeks. 

(13) Methods of staff selection should be reviewed carefully  by 

the advisers. 

Recommendation 

7 6  

( 1) Journa lism a nd educatio n departments of col leges and univer-
,..� 

sities shoul d offer elective courses dealing with the main functions of 

journalism a nd with techniques of advising school publications. 

(2 ) Since the ma jority of advisers are selected from teachers 

having an Engl ish or business education background, these students 

should be enco uraged to enrol l in courses related to advising publi-

cations. 

(3 ) Administrators shoul d strive to  employ only teachers who 

meet the minimum requirements set down by the North C entral Asso­

cia tion of Secondary Schools and the North Dako.ta Depar.tment of 

Public Instruction. 

(4) T eachers of journal ism and publ ications advi se rs should be 

made aware that they can upgrade their capabilities and improve their 



prestige by participating in programs sponsored by The Newspaper 

Fund and by other journalism organizations which are interested in 

improving the statu s of journalism education throughout the nation. 
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( 5) Consideration s hould be given to the preparation of a jour­

nalism course of study for the state of North Dakota which would bring 

about a more unified approach to the instruction of journalism. 

( 6) Journalism should be a part of the secondary school curricu­

lum; this would aid in the production of quality publication s within the 

school. 

( 7 ) Administrators should allow for extra compensation and re-

leased time so as  to make the position of adviser to publications more 

attractive. 

( 8) Surveys should be conducted from time to time to keep the 

adminis trator s and teachers abreast of changing trends as they occur 

in the area of high school journali sm. 
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' APPENDIX A. 

·JOURNALISM C OURSES OFFERED FOR CR EDIT 
, IN  NORTH DAKOTA HIGH SCHOO L S  

Amount of 
, Name of School Name of C ourse credit offered 

Alexander High School Journalism 1 / 2  

Belfield High School Journali sm 1 / 2  

Bismarck High School Junior Journalism 1 
Advanced Journalism 1 

Bowman High School Journalism . 1 / 2  

Bottineau Hi�h  School Journalism 1 / 2  

·Buffalo High School Journalism 1 / 2  

C entral Valle y High School Journalism 1 / 2  
'(Buxton, N. Dak. ) 

C entral Cass Hi gh School Journalism 1 / 2  
(Casselton, N. Dak. ) 

C athay High School Journalism 1 / 2  

Davenport High School Essentials in Journali sm 1 / 2  

C entral High School J ournalism 1 / 2  
(Devils Lake, N. Dak. ) 

Dickey High School High School J ourna_li sm 1 / 2 

Dic kinson High School Journalism 1 / 2  

Edinburg High School Journalism 1 / 2 

8 2  



JOURNALISM COURSES OFFERED FOR CREDIT IN 
NO RTH DAKO TA HIGH SCHOO LS (continued) 

Amount of 
Name of School Name of Cours e credit offere d 

North High School High School Journalis m 1 
(Fargo, N. Dak. ) 

South High School Journalis m I 1 
(Fargo, N. Dak. ) 

Sarge nt Ce ntral High School Journalis m 1 /2 · 
(Forman, N. Dak. ) 

Glenburn High School Journalism 1 /2 

Goodrich High School Journalis m 1 

Central High School Journalism A 1 /2 
(Grand Forks , N. Dak. ) Journalis m B 1 /2 

Production 1 / 4  

Red River High School Journalism I 1 
(Grand Forks , N. Dak. ) 

Kens al High School Journalis m 1 /2 

Kramer High School Journalis m 1 /2 

Larimore High School Journalis m 1 /2 

Leeds High School N ews writing 1 /2 

Le for High School Journalis m 1 /2 

Lidge rwood High School Journalism 1 /2 

Litchville High School Journalis m I 1 /2 
Journalis m II 1 / 2 

Mandan High School Journal is m I 1 /2 

8 3  



JO URNALISM COURSES OFFERED FOR CREDIT IN 
NO RTH DAKOTA HI GH SCHOO LS ( continued) 

Name of School 

Mandaree High School 

McHe nry High School 

Milnor High School 

Minot High School 

Mint o  High School 

Central High School 
(New Rockford, N. Dak. ) 

_ Nortonville High School 

Robinson High School 

Stanley High School 

Starkweather High School 

Emmons Central High School 
(Stras b urg, N. Dak. ) 

Tower City High School 

Tuttle High S chool 

Wahpeton High School 

Wes t. Fargo High School 

Wildros e High School 

Name of Cours e 

Journalism 

Beginning Journalism 

Journalism 

Journalism I 
Journalis m II 
N ews writing I 

Journalis m 

Journalis m 

Modern Journalis m 

Journalis m 

Journalis m 

Journalis m 

Jour nalis m 

Journalis m 

Journalis m 

Journalism 

Journalis m 
Creative Writing 

Journalism 

Amount of 
credit offered 

1/2 

1/ 2 

1 / 2  

1/ 2 

1/ 2 

1 / 2  

1/ 2 

l / 2  

1 / 2  

1 / 2  

1/2 

1/ 2 

1/2  

1/ 2 
1 / 2  

1/ 2 

84 



JOU RNALISM COU RSES OFFERED FO R CREDIT IN 
NORTH D AKO T A  HIGH SCHOO LS (continued) 

Name of School 

Wishek High School 

Woodworth High School 

Name of Course 

Journalism 

Journalism 

Amount of 
credit offered 

1 /2 

1 /2 

8 5  



L I ST OF NORTH DAKOT A. HIGH SCHOOL S RE SPONDING 
WHO PUBLI SH SCHOOL NEWSPAPER S 

Name and address of school 

Adams High School 
Adams, N. Dak. 

Alexander High School 
Alexander, N. Dak. 

Alsen High School 
Alsen, N. Dak. 

Aneta High School 
Aneta, N. Dak •. 

Antler High School 
Antler, N. Dak. 

Argusville High School 
Argusville, N. Dak. 

Dakota High School 
Arthur, N. Dak. 

Ashley High School 
Ashley, N. Dak. 

· Ayr High School 
Ayr, N. Dak. 

Beach High School 
Beach, N. Dak. 

High School  
Enrollment 

80  

8 5  

122 

52 

32 

49 

1 55 

1 87 

42 

220 

* Turtle Mountain Community School 260 
Belcourt, N. Dak. 

Name of 
School Newspaper 

Atom Flash 

Comet Flashes 

Bronco 

· Aneta Hi Review 

Hi Lite 

The Eagle 

Dakota Pow-Wow 

The Ace 

The Ayr Breeze 

Student Cry 

T he Little · c hippewa 

86  



87 

L IST OF NORTH DAKOTA HIGH SCHOOLS RESPONDING 
WHO PUBLISH SCHOOL NEWSPAPERS ( continu ed) 

Name and �ddres s of s chool 

Belfield High School 
Belfield, N.  Dak. 

Beulah High School 
Beulah, N .  Dak. 

Binford High School 
Binford, N. Dak. 

Bis bee High School 
Bis bee, N.  Dak. 

Bismarck High School 
Bis marck, N. Dak. 

. Bowbells High School 
Bowbells , N. Dak. 

Bowman High School 
Bowman, N. Dak. 

Bottineau High School 
Bottineau, N. Dak. 

Buchanan High School 
Buchanan, N .  Dak. 

Buffalo High School 
Buffalo, N. Dak. 

Butte High Sc hool 
Butte, N. Dak. 

Centr al Valley High School 
Bu xton, N. Dak. 

High School Name of 
Enrollment · School Newspaper 

245 Purple Sage 

180 Beulah Dial 

67 Binford Eagle 

73 Tepee Tales 

1 640 Bismarck Hi-Herald 

9 5  Igloo Chatter 

253 Bowman Bulldog News · 

370 . The Chippewa 

42 Buchanan Beacon 

100 Bis on Br iefs 

74 Butte sp ·artan 

130 Ce- Ve-Eye 



LIST Olf NORTH DAKOTA HIGH SCHOOLS RESPONDING 
WHO PUBLI SH SCHOOL NEWSPAPERS ( continued) 

Name and address of school 

Border Central High School 
Calvin, N. Dak. 

Cando High School 
Cando, N. Dak. 

Carpio Hi gh School 
Carpio, N. Dak. 

Carson Hi gh School 
Car son , N. Dak. 

Central Cass High School 
Cassel ton, N. Dak. 

Cathay High School 
Cathay, N. Da�. 

Cavalier High School 
Cavalier, N. Dak. 

Center Hi gh School 
Center, N. Dak. 

Churchs Ferry High School 
Churchs Ferry, N. Dak. 

Cleveland Hi gh School 
Cleveland, N. Dak. 

Richland Hi gh School 
Colfax, N. Dak. 

Colu mbus Hi gh School 
Columbus, N. Dak. 

High School 
Enrollment 

1 20 

1 80 

79 

1 30 

270 

37 

275  

140 

38 

46 

1 3 3 

90 

Name of 
School Newspaper 

Beacon 

Cub R eporter 

Cardinal Times 

Chieftan Chatter 

Squirrels Chatter . 

The Trojan 

Tornado Breezes 

_ School Daze 

Ferry Log 

Clevel and Cl ipp er 

The Hoofb eat 

Cougar 

88 



LIST OF NORTH DAKOTA HIGH SCHOOLS RESPONDING 
WHO PUBLISH SCHOOL NEWSPAPERS (continued) 

Name and address of school High School 
Enrollment 

Cooperstown High School 200 
Cooperstown., N. Dak. 

Davenport High School 46 
Davenport, N. Dak. 

Deering High School 71 
Deering, N. Dak. 

Central High School 450 
Devils Lake, N. Dak. 

DesLacs High School 125 
Des Lacs., N. Dak. 

Dickey High - School 40 
Dickey., N. Dak. 

Dickinson Central High School 650 
Dickinson., N. Dak • . 

Drake High School 150 
Drake, N. Dak. 

Eckelson High School 21 
Eckelson, N. Dak. 

Edgeley High Schoo l 200 
Edgeley, N. Dak. · 

Edmore High School 140 
Edmore, N. Dak. 

East Central #2 50 

Egeland, N. Dak. 

Name of 
School Newspaper 

Cooper High Record 

The Dragon Print 

The Rocket 

Lake Ripples 

Torch 

Dragon Tales 

Chronicle 

T-rojan Tattler 

Eckelson Echo 

Ranger Daz e 

Edmore Hi Trumpet 

The Eagl e 

89 



LIST O F  NO RTH DAKOT A HIGH SCHOO LS R ESPO NDING 
WHO PUBLI SH SCHOOL NEWSPAPER S ( continued) 

Name and address of school 

Edinburg High School 
Edinburg, N. Dak. 

Elgin High School 
Elgin, N. Dak. 

Enderlin Hi gh School 
Enderlin, N .  Dak. 

E smond High School 
E smond, N. Dak. 

Fairmount High School 
Fairmount, N .  Dak. 

N orth High School 
· Fargo, N. Dak. 

** Oak Grove Lutheran High School 
Fargo, N .  Dak. 

South High School 
Fargo, N .  Dak. 

Fessenden Hi gh School 
Fessenden, N. Dak. 

Fingal High School 
. Fingal, N .  Dak. 

Finley Hi gh School 
Finley, N .  Dak. 

Flaxt0n High  School 
Flaxton, N. Dak . 

High School 
Enrollment 

107 

1 64 

240 

1 00 

75 

1000 

122 

1 5 1 6  

171 

80 

1 05 

36 

Name of 
School Newspaper 

Mount Edgar News 

E lgin-Hi-Lites 

Eaglette 

Echo 

Pheasant T ales 

Spartan Scroll 

Acorn Accents 

Sudkian 

T he Fessondonian 

T he Bronco 

Wildcat T ales 

Raider 

90 



LIST O F  NORTH DAKO TA HIGH SCHOOLS RESPONDING 
WHO PUB LISH SCHOOL NEWSPAPERS ( continued) 

Name and addr e s s  of school High School 
Enrollment 

Fordvill e High School 58 
Fordville J N .  Dak . 

Sargent C entral · High School 245 
Forman J N.  Dak . 

* Fort Yate s Community School 255 
Fort Yate s ,  N .  Dak. 

CliffordGale s burg High School 69 
Gale sburg ,  N .  Dak. 

Garr i son High School 250 
Gar ri s on ,  N. Dak . 

Gladstone High School 65 
Gladstone ,  N .  Dak. 

Glenburn High School 98 
Glenburn, N .  Dak . 

Glenfield- Sutton High School 72 
Glenfield J N .  Dak . 

Glen Ull in High School 1 95 
Glen Ullin,  N .  Dak . 

Golden Valley High School 55 
Golden Vall ey J N. Dak. 

Golva High School 47 
Golva , N .  Dak . 

Gooddch High School 90 
Goodrich ,  N. Dak . 

Name of 
School N ewspape r 

Hi- Time s 

Sargent C entral 
Cadet 

War rior  

C-G  Chronicle  

The Trooper  

Hornet 

Panther Tal e s  

Voi c e  of the Demon 

Glen Ullin Rattler 

Comet 

Lon e T r � e  L eave s 

Panther  High Light s 

9 1  



LIST O F  NORTH DAKO TA HIGH SCHOOLS RESPONDING 
WHO PUB LISH SCHOOL NEWSPAPERS ( c ontinued) 

Name and add re s s  of s chool 

Grac e City High School 
Grace City, N.  Dak. 

Grafton High School 
Grafton, N. Dak. 

C entral High School 
Grand Forks, N .  Dak. 

Red River High School 
Grand Forks, N .  Dak . 

Grandin High School 
Grandin, N .  Dak. 

Granville High School _ 
Granville ,  N .  Dak . 

Grenora High School 
Greno ra,  N. Dak. 

Guelph High School 
Guelph , N .  Dak . 

North Sarg ent High School 
Gwinner ,  N. Dak. 

Halliday High School 
Halliday, N. Dak . 

Hamilton High School 
Hamilton, N .  Dak . 

Hankinson High School 
Hankin son ,  N .  Dak. 

High School 
Enrollment 

33  

460 

8 50 

8 30 

42 

8 5  

1 1 0 

48 

1 00 

1 1 8 

19  

129  

Name of  
School N ewspaper 

Pheas ant 

Gra - Hi - C en 

The C entralian 

Rider ' s  Dig e st 

Eagle ' s  Scream 

Eagle Echo 

Grenora Gopher 

S enior Supr eme 

Blu e  Not e s  

Halliday Wolver 

Tiger ' s  Roar 

Ob s erver 

92 



LIST OF NORTH DAKOTA HIGH SCHOOLS RESPONDING 
WHO PUBLISH SCHOOL NEWSPAPERS (continued) 

Name and address of school 

Hannaford Hi gh School 
Hannaford, N. Dak. 

Hannah High School 
Hannah, N. Dak. 

Harvey Hi gh School 
Harvey, N. Dak. 

Ravanna High School 
Ravanna, N. Dak. 

Hebron High School 
Hebron, N. Dak. 

Hillsb oro High School 
Hillsb oro, N. Dak. 

Hope Hi gh School 
Hope, N. Dak. 

Midway High School 
Inkster, N. Dak.  

Jamestown High School 
Jamestown, N. Dak. 

:i:�* Crippled C hildren ' s School 
Jamestown, N. Dak. 

Kensal High School 
Ken sal, N. Dak. 

Killdeer Hi gh School 
Ki llde er, N. Dak. 

Hi gh School 
Enrollment 

63  

43 

3 50 

40 

174 

2 1 7 

84 

1 8 5  

1 303  

90 

8 5  

2 10 

Name of 
School Newspaper 

Hi-Lite 

Static 

Hornet' s Buzz 

Havan ews 

Hi-Lites 

The Student · Review 

Hustler 

Midway Megaphone 

Blue Jay News 

C. C. Star 

Klariort 

The Mountaineer 

9 3  



LIST OF NO RT H DAK OT A  HIGH SCHOOLS RESPONDING 
WHO P UBLISH SCHOOL NEWSPAPERS (continu ed) 

Name and address of school 

Kindred High School 
Kindred, N. Dak. 

Kramer High School 
Kramer, N. Dak. 

Kulm High School 
Kulum, N. Dak. 

Lakota High School 
Lakota, N. Dak. 

LaMoure High School 
LaMoure, N. Dak. 

Larimore High School 
Larimore, N. Dak. 

Leeds High School 
Leeds, N. Dak. 

Lefor High School 
Lefor, N .  Dak. 

Lidgerwood High School 
Lid gerwood, N. Dak. 

Ligni te Hi gh School 
Lignite, N. Dak. 

Lisbon Hi gh School 
Lisbon, N. Dak. 

Litchvil le High School 
Li tchville, N. Dak. 

High School 
Enrollment 

1 2 5  

2 5  

190 

190 

201 

290 

135 

45 

19 2 

6 5  

358 

l l S 

Name of 
School Newspaper 

Ki- Krier 

Kramer Bul ldog 

Gopher Ex.press 

Raider Revi ew 

Mowrlite 

· The Growler 

Lion' s Pad 

Prairie Chimes 

The Cardinal 

Hi- Lite 

B roncq Broadcaster 

Tr ojan 

94 



LIST OF NORTH DAKOTA HIGH SCHOOLS RESPONDING 
WHO PUBLI SH SCHOOL NEW SPAPERS (continued) 

. Name and addres s of s chool 

Luverne High School 
Luverne, N. Dak. 

Bens on County Ag School 
Maddock, N. Dak. 

Makoti High School 
Makoti, N. Dak. 

Mandan High School 
Mandan, N. Dak. 

Marmot High School 
Mandan, N. Dak. 

High School 
Enrollment 

42 

1 7 5  

58 

1 1 50 

7 2  

Name of 
School Newspaper 

The W illow Laker 

Bobcat Echo 

T he Cardinal 

Courier 

(not listed) 

9 5  

* Mandaree High School 
Mandaree, N. Dak. 

1 87 The Warrior' s Arrow 

Mapleton High School 
Map leton, N. Dak. 

Marion High School 
Marion, N. Dak. 

Max High School 
Max, N. Dak. 

McClusky High School 
McClus ky, N. Dak. 

McGregor High School 
McGregor, N. Dak. 

McHenry High School 
McHenry, N. Dak. 

60 

84 

97 

1 20 

27 

55  

Maple Leaves 

The Eagle 

Cos s ack News 

Dragon' s Dis patch 

T he Optimist 

Blazer 



LIST OF NORTH DAKOTA IDGH SCHOOLS R ESPONDING 
WHO PU BLISH SCHOOL NEW SPAPERS (con tinued) 

Name and address of school 

McVille High School 
McVille, N. Dak. 

Medina High School 
Medina, N. Dak. 

Mercer High School 
Mer cer, N. Dak. 

High School 
Enrollment 

9 3 

100 

46 

Name of 
School Newspaper 

Blackhawk 

Cardinal 

_Cricket 

9 6 

Michigan High School 
Michigan, N. Dak. 

7 5  Green & Gold G azette 

Milnor High School 
Milnor, N. Dak. 

Milton High School 
Milton, N. Dak. 

Minnewaukan High School 
Min;11ewaukan, N. Dak. 

Campus High School 
Minot, N. Dak. 

Minot High School 
Min ot, N. Dak. 

Minto High School 
Minto, N. Dak. 

Mohall High School 
Mohal l, N. Dak . 

Monango High School 
Monango, N. Dak. 

1 49 Bison 

44 Milton Mike 

75  Midget 

96  KitKrier 

1700 Minot High Times 

102 Minto Hi Line 

162 Y ellow · Jacket 

46 Soundoff ' 6 8 



LIST O F  NORTH DAKO TA HIGH SCHOO LS R ESPONDING 
WHO PU BLISH SCHOO L NEWSPAPERS (continued) 

Name and address of school 

McVille High School 
McVill e, N. Dak. 

Medina High School 
Medina, N. Dak. 

Mercer High School 
Mercer, N. Dak. 

High School 
Enr ollment 

9 3 

1 00 

46 

Name of 
School Newspaper 

Blackhawk 

C ar dinal 

_ C ricket 

9 6 

Michigan High School 
Michigan, N. Dak .. 

7 5  Green & Gold Gazette 

Milnor High School 
Milnor , N. Dak. 

Milton High School 
Milton, N. Dak. 

Minnewaukan High School 
Min�ewaukan, N. Dak. 

C amp us High School 
Minot, N. Dak.; 

Minot High School 
Minot, N. Dak. 

Minto High School 
Minto, N. Dak. 

Mohall High School 
Mohall, N. Dak. 

Monango High School 
Monango, N. Dak. 

1 49 

44 

7 5  

96 

1700 

102 

162 

46 

Bison 

Milton Mike 

Midget 

KitKrier 

Minot High Times 

Minto Hi Line 

Y ellow -Jacket 

Soundoff 1 68 



LIST OF NORTH DAK OTA HIGH SCHOOLS RESPONDING 
WHO P UBLI SH SCHOOL NEWSPAPER S ( continued) 

Name and address of school High School 
Enr ollment 

Montpelier High School 7 5 
Montpelier , N. Dak. 

Mott Lincoln High School 2 50 
Mott, N.  Dak. 

Munich High School 73 
Munich, N. Dak. 

Napoleon High School 249 
Napoleon, N. Dak. 

Newburg High School 59  
Newburg, N .  Dak. 

New Englan d Public High School 126 
New England., N. Dak. 

New Leipzig High School 8 6  
Ne� Leipzig, N. Dak. 

New Rockford Centr al High School 
New Rockfor d; N. Dak. 

** St. James High School 
New Rockford, N. Dak. 

New Salem High School 
New Salem, N. Dak. 

New Town High Sc hool 
New Town, N. Dak. 

Northwood Hi gh School 
Nor thwood, N. Dak. 

216 

80  

220 

186 

165 

Name of 
Schoo l Newspaper 

Mar tin 

Cardinal 

Say-So 

Napoleon Hi-Life 

Newburg Challenger 

Tiger Pawse 

Tiger ' s  Tale 

The Rocket 

The Ace 

Hoofpr int 

· The Eagle 

Northwood Trojan 

I 

97  



LIST OF NORTH DAKOTA HIGH SCHOOLS RESPONDING 
WHO PUBLISH SCHOOL NEWSPAPERS (continued) 

Name and address of school 

Nortonville High School 
Nortonville, N. Dak. 

Oberon High School 
Oberon, N. Dak. 

Oriska High School 
Oriska, N. Dak. 

Osnabrook High School 
Osnabrook, N. Dak. 

Palermo High School 
Palermo, N. Dak. 

Walsh County Ag School 
Park River, N. Dak. 

Parshall High School 
Par shall, N. Dak. 

Pembina High School 
Pembina, N. Dak. 

Unity High School 
Petersburg, N. Dak. 

Pillsbury High School 
Pillsbury, N. Dak. 

Pingree High School 
Pingree, N. Dak. 

Pi_sek High School · 
Pisek, N. Dak. 

High School 
Enrollment 

23 

85  

42 

30 

32 

260 

1 90 

30 1 

95 

70 

40 

34 

Name of 
School Newspaper 

Wildcat News 

The Bulldog 

Flicker 

OHS Oriole 

Spotli ght 

Aggie Chronicle 

Powwow 

Cat-Tales 

Spartan Hi News 

The Knight 

T he Wild cat Spiri t 

Pisek Royal 

9 8  



LIST OF NORTH DAKOTA HIGH SCHOOLS RESPONDI NG 
WHO PUBLISH SCHOOL NEWSPAPERS (continued) 

Name and address of school High School 
Enrollment 

Powers Lake High School 115 
Powers Lake, N. Dak . 

· ** St. Gertrude I s High School 7 3 
Raleigh, N. Dak. 

Ray High School 127 
Ray, N. Dak. 

Regan High School 35 
Regan, N. Dak. 

R egent High School 118 
Regent, N. Dak. 

_ Rhame High School 51 . 
Rhame, N. Dak. 

** Assumption Abbey Prep School 150 
Richardton, N. Dak. 

Richardton Public High School 8 5  
Richardton, N. Dak. 

** St. Mary' s Acad emy 82 
Richardton, N.  Dak. 

Riverdale High School 82  
Riverdale, N.  Dak. 

R obinson High School 28 
R obins on, N. Dak. 

North Central Hi gh School 8 7  
Rogers, N. Dak. 

Name of 
School Newspaper 

Lakeside Hi-.Lites 

Prairie Tales 

The Ray Revealer 

Comet' s Comments 

The Ranger 

Pirate' s Plunder 

Abbey Chronicle 

The Rebel Rouser 

St. Mary' s Echoes 

Ink spot 

T he Hornet 

Corvair 

99  



LIST OF NORTH DAKOTA I-IlGH SCHOOL S RE SPONDING 
WHO PUBLI SH SCHOOL NEW SPAPER S ( continued) 

N ame and address of school 

* White Shield High School 
Roseglen, N. Dak. 

Rugby Hi gh School 
Rugby, N. Dak. 

Sanborn High School 
Sanborn, N. Dak. 

Sawyer High School 
Sawyer, N. Dak. 

Scranton High School 
Scranton, N. Dak. 

Sentinel Butte High School 
Sentinel Butte, N. Dak. 

Sharon High School 
Sharon, N. Dak. 

Sherwood High School 
Sherwood, N. Dak. 

Sheyenne High School 
Sheyenne, N. Dak. 

Souris High School 
Souris, N. Dak. 

Stanley High School 
Stanley, N. Dak. 

Stanton High School 
Stanton, N. Dak. 

High School 
Enrollment 

95  

437 

36 

1 50 

1 56 

32 

50 

89 

74  

73  

274 

70 

Name of 
School Newspaper 

Sentiner 

Heral d 

Termite 

Flashes 

The Miner 

The Sentinel 

Messenger 

Ed Puma 

Shi- Hi-Crier 

(not listed) 

Stanley Hi - Li tes 

Stanton Echoes 

100 



LIST OF NORTH DAKOTA I-ilGH SC_HOOLS RESPONDING 
WHO PUBLISH SC. HOOL NEW SPAPER S  (continued) 

Name and �ddress of school 

·starkweather High School 
Starkweather, N. Dak. 

Emmons Central High School 
St! asburg, N. Dak. 

Strasburg Public High School 
Strasburg, N. Dak. 

Steele High School 
Steele, N. Dak. 

Streeter High School 
Streeter, N. Dak. 

. Surrey High School 
. Surrey, N. Dak. 

High School 
Enrollment 

80 

1 30 

85  

1 42 

1 00 

50 

Name of 
School N ewspaper 

Scholastic King 

Vista 

Clipper Canyon 

The Pirate 

Streeter Camera 

Surrey Echo 

1 01 

Sykeston High School 
Sykeston, N. Dak. 

80 Sykes High Recorder 

Tappen High School 
Tappen, N .  Dak. 

Taylor High School 
Taylor, N .  Dak. 

Thompson High School 
Thompson, N .  Dak. 

Tolley High School 
Tolley, N .  Dak. 

Tolna High School 
Tolna, N. Dak. 

86 

70 

63 

55 

1 06 

Tappenite 

Redbird Record 

Thomsonian 

Tiger Tales 

·Tolna Times 



LIST O F  NO RTH DAKO T A  IIlGH SCHOOLS RESPO NDING 
WHO PUBLISH SCHOOL NEWSPAPERS (continued) 

. Name and address of school High School 
Enrollment 

Name of 
School Newspaper 

1 0 2 

T ower City High School 
Tower City, N. Dak. 

56 T ower City H;i-Notes 

T owner High School 
T owner, N. Dak. 

T renton High School 
T renton, N. Dak. 

T urtle Lake High School 
T urtle Lake, N. Dak. 

T uttle High School 
T uttle, N. Dak. 

Upham High School 
Upham, N. Dak. 

V.alley City High School 
Valley City, N. Dak. 

Wahpeton High School 
Wahpeton, N. Dak. 

Walhalla High School 
Walhalla, N. Dak. 

Warwick High School 
Warwick, N. Dak. 

Washburn High School 
Washburn, N .  Dak. 

Watford City High School 
Watford City, N.  Dak. 

1 5 5 

5 1  

145 

80 

1 0 1 

515 

450 

2 2 5  

97 

1 50 

339 

Cardinal 

T iger T alk 

T rojan 

T ro-Hi- News 

T he Observer 

Hi-Liner Herald 

Wa-Hi Headline 

Eaglet 

War-Hoop 

Washburn Hi-L1. tes 

Lone Wolf 



LIST OF NO RTH DAKO TA I-IlGH SCHOOL S  RESPO NDING 
WHO PUB LI SH SCHOO L NEWSPAPERS (continued) 

Name and address of school 

West Farg o High School 
West Fargo, N. Dak. 

Westhope High School 
Westhope, N. Dak. 

Wildrose Hig h  School 
Wildrose, N. Dak. 

Williston Hig h  School 
Williston, N. Dak. 

Wilton Hig h School 
Wilton, N. Dak. 

Wimbledon ·High School 
Wimbledon, N. Dak. 

Wing High School 
Wing , N. Dak. 

Wishek Hig h  School 
Wishek, N. Dak. 

Woodworth High School 
Woodworth, N. Dak. 

Wyndmere Hig h School 
Wyndmere, N. Dak. 

Z ap Hig h  School 
Z ap, N. Dak. 

High School 
Enrollment 

550 

1 1 8 

50 

1150 

1 04 

7 2  

80 

50 

200 

46 

Name of 
School Newspaper 

Packer 

Smoke Sig nals 

Prairie Rose 

Coyote Howl 

The M iner 

Wildcat 

Wing Hi-Lites 

Panorama 

The Decoy 

The Warrior 

Wildcat 

I 
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LIST OF NORTH DAKOTA IDGH SCHOOLS RESPONDING 
WHO PUB LISH SCHOOL NEWS.PAPERS ( c ontinued) 

Name and p.ddr e s s  of s chool 

Z eeland High School 
Z e eland, N. Dak. 

High School 
Enrollment 

1 1 0 

* denote s Fede ral Indian s chool 

** d enote s non-public s chool 

Name of 
School N ewspaper 

B anne r  

1 04 



LIST OF NO RTH DAKO TA IDGH SC�OO LS RESPONDING 
WHO DO NO T PUBLISH SCHOOL NEW SPAPERS 

Name and address of school 

Balta High School 
Balta, N. Dak. 

Berthold High School 
B ertholg., N. Dak. 

Priory High School *�� 
Bismarck, N. Dak. 

Bowdon High School 
Bowdon, N. Dak. 

Crosby High Scho_ol 
Crosby, N. Dak. 

St. Mary' s High School ** 
Devils Lake, N. Dak. 

T rinity Hi gh School ** 
Dickinson, N. Dak. 

Ellendale High School 
Ellendale, N. Dak. 

Car dinal Muench Seminary '� * 
Fargo, N. Dak. 

For bes High School 
Forbes, N .  Dak. 

For t Ransom High School 
Fort Ransom, N. Dak. 

Fullerton High School 
Fullerton, N. Dak. 

High School Enrollment 

5 0  

48 

64 

7 5  

2 58 

160 

52 5 

207 

5 5  

5 0  

3 0  

3 5  

1 05 



LIST O F  NORTH DAKOTA HIGH SCHOOLS RESPO NDING WHO 
DO NOT PUBLISH SCHOOL NEWSPAPERS (continued) 

Name and address of school 

St. James High School ** 
Grand Forks, N.  Dak. 

Hague High School 
Hague, N. Dak. 

Hampden High School 
Hampden, N. Dak. 

Hatton High School 
Hatton, N. Dak. 

Hazen High Scho_ol 
Hazen, N. Dak. 

Hurdsfield High School 
Hurdsfield, N. Dak. 

Langdon High School 
Langdon, N. Dak. 

St. Alphonsus High School ** 
Langdon, N. Dak. 

Leonard High School 
Leonard, N. Dak. 

Mayvil le  High School 
Mayville, N. Dak. 

Neche High School 
Neche, N. Dak. 

St. Mary' s High School >:o:< 
New· England, N. Dak. 

High School Enrollment 

460 

56  

3 0  

141 

18 5 

40 

2 7 2  

114 

48 

204 

1 20 

22 1 

I 
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LIST OF NORTH DAKOTA IDGH SC HOOLS RESPONDING WHO 
DO NOT PUBLISH SCHOOL NEWSPAPERS ( continued) 

Na me and addres s of s chool 

St. James High School ** 
Gra nd Forks , N. Dak .  

Hague High Scho.ol 
Hague, N .  Dak . 

Ha mpden High School 
Ha mpden, N .  Dak .  

Hatton High School 
Hatton, N. Dak. 

Hazen High School 
Haz en, N .  Dak . 

Hurdsfi eld High School 
Hurds field·, N. Dak.  

Langdon High School 
Langdon, N.  Dak. 

St. Alphons us High School ,:, ,:, 
Langdon, N.  Dak. 

Leonard High School 
Leonard, N.  Dak • 

.Mayville High School 
Ma yville, N .  Dak. 

Neche High School 
Neche, N. Dak. 

St. Mary ' s High School ,:0:, 

New· England, N.  Dak . 

High School Enrollment 

46 0 

56  

3 0  

141 

185 

40 

2 7 2  

114 

48 

204 

120 

221 

I .  

1 06 



LIST OF NORTH DAKOTA l-Il GH SCHOOLS RESPONDING WHO 
DO NOT PUBLISH SCHOOL NEWSPAPERS (continued) 

Name and address of school 

Oakes High School 
Oakes, N. Dak. 

Rollette High School 
Rol lette, N. Dak. 

St. Thomas High School 
St. Thomas, N. Dak. 

Tioga High School 
Tioga, N. Dak. 

Underwood High School 
Underwood, N. · Dak. 

V erona High School 
Verona, N. Dak. 

Notre Dame Academy ** 
Willow City, N. Dak. 

** denotes non- public high school 

High School Enrollment 

225 

1 26 

104 

2 72 

118 

76  

67  

1 07 
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APPENDIX B 

Ap ril 1 6, 1 9 68 

Dear Si r : 

I should lik e  to enlist your assistanc e  in c onduc ting a study of 
The Status of Journalism in sel e cted North Dakota High Schools in 
r elation to the r ec ent p r op osals made by th e · North C ent ral Asso ciation 
of C olle g es and Sec ondary Schools pertaining to the qualifi cations of 
journalism teachers.  

I am enclosing a 2 page Questionnai re whi ch I should lik e to have 
your newspap e r  adviser c omplete and return to me by Ap r il 30th. - In- ·  
the event your sch:o ol does not publish a student n ewspap e r ,  would you 
please w rit e in th e name of  the sch ool and indi cat e non e  on the qu es ­
ti onnai r e .  

If you should d esi r e  a c ompilation o f  raw data , pl eas e  indicate 
by checking the p r op er line on the questionnai r e .  

I hop e you will parti cipate in the survey, as I am sur e  that you r 
school will b enefit from th e r esults . A self- addr essed , stamp e d  en ­
velop e is enclosed for you r adviser 's  conv eni enc e in r eplying . 

NRM :jm 

Encl. 

Sinc e r ely, 

N eil R. Mc Fadg en 
Instructor of Jou rnalism 
Di ckinson State C olleg e 
Di ckinson, No rth Dakota 



QUESTIONNAIRE 

A SURVEY OF STUDENT NEWSPAPERS IN SELEC TED 
HIGH SCHOOLS IN N ORTH DAKOTA TO DETERMIN E 
THE STATUS OF JOURNALISM IN THESE SCHOOLS 

1 96 8  

Name of school Address 

Enrollment Name of student newspaper 

Name of adviser Adviser' s faculty title 

Major in journalism in college - Yes ____ No ___ _ 
Minor in journalism in college - Yes ____ N o  ___ _ 
Other majors --�---------------------------
0th er minors ----------------------------
Number of journalism credits earned as undergraduate in college: 

Quarter hours _____ Semester hours ____ _ 
Number of j _ournalism credits _earned as graduate in college: 

Quarter hours _____ Semester hours ____ _ 
Total hours of undergraduate and graduate in journalism -----
Worked on the college newspape·r - Yes ____ N o  ___ _ 
Worked on the college annual - Yes ____ No ___ _ 
Professional journalism experience: (Please explain) 

Major teaching field in high school ________________ _ 
Is journalism a part of your school curriculum? Yes 
Number of classes offered for credit 

No 

Title of classes offered for credit - Hours of credit 

1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
Number of classes taught other than journalism_ ----"--------­
Will additional courses in journalism be added? Yes 
If the -answer is yes, when? 

_ No 

Title of course (s) added ----------------------
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1 1 0 

Page 2 

Frequency of publication of student newspaper -------------
Publication of paper : Extra curricular --------

Integrated into journalism class -----

Do you receive extra pay for advising the school paper ? Yes No 
Amount, if any, of extra pay received ----------
Are you granted released time to advise the school paper? 

Yes ____ No ___ _ 
Amount, if any, of released time granted --------

Reproduction of paper : 
Offset --- Mimeograph ---
Letterpress --- Ditto ---

Other (Please explain) 

M ethod used in selection of staff (Please explain) 

Financing of school paper : 
Paid subscription __ _ Subsidized by the school ---

Paid advertising __ _ From student fees 
Other (Please describe)  ---------------------

Please rank the top three objectives of your paper ( 1 - 2- 3) .  In addition, 
check other objectives which are included in your program. 
(Note : objectives are not listed in specific order) 

1. Provides a laboratory for the training of students in jour­
nalism. 

2. Creates_ better community and school relations. 
3. Aids students in understanding, appreciating, and evaluating 

mass media and allied ag encies. 
4. Helps students to gather, verify and present significant facts 

effectively with both objectivity and imagination. 
5. Encourag es students to write simply and clearly to inform, 

influenc e and entertain. 
6. Offers training in organization, busin ess methods, commer­

cial art, salesmanship, bookke eping and busin ess manag e ­
ment. 

7. Produces quality stude_nt publications for their pe ers. 
8. Offers opportunities to explore professional careers in 

journalism. 
_ __ 9. Develops qualities of cooperation, tact , ac curacy, toleranc e ,  

responsibility, initiative and leadership. 
. . 



1 1 1  

Page 3 

Any others 

( Please use the spac e on the back for any additional remarks or 
comments. ) 

I would be i n  favor of a teaching minor, consisting of 32 quarter hours, 
b eing offered in journalism at the college level: Yes ___ No __ _ 

..i. 



May 1, 1968 

Dear Sir: 

Recently I sent a copy of the enclosed questionnair e to your office in 
regard to the Status of Journalism in North Dakota High Schools. 

112 

This is a busy time of the year and I a m  sure that your newspaper 
adviser has been involved in activities to the extent that he has not had 
time to complete and return the original questionnaire. The response 
to date has been very good but I need the information from your school 
to add to the data already collected. 

In order for the information from your school to be included in the 
s urvey, it is necessary that the questionnaire be returned to me no 
later than May 15 th. 

In the event your school does not have a newspaper, will you please 
write in the name of the school and indicate none in the blank labeled 
Name of Publication. 

Thank you for your time a nd cooperation in aiding me in compiling 
this data. A self-addressed, stamped envelope is enclosed for con­
venience in replying. 

NRM:j m  

Encls: 

Sincerely, 

Neil R. McFadgen 
Instructor of Journa lism 
Dickinson State College 
Dickinson, North Dakota 
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