
Kyoichi Sawada 
A mother and her children wade across a river to escape US 
bombing.

Eddie Adams
South Vietnam National Police Chief Nguyen Ngoc Loan executes 
suspected Viet Cong member Nguyen Van Lem, on the second day 
of the Tet Offensive during the Vietnam War.

Frank Fournier
Omayra Sanchez (12) is trapped in the debris from the Nevado 
del Ruíz volcano eruption. While rescue workers, who could not 
reach her, were waiting for materials to arrive, she eventually lost 
consciousness and died of a heart attack.

Georges Mérillon
Nogovac, Kosovo, Yugoslavia Family and neighbors mourn the 
death of Nasimi Elshani, who was killed during a protest against 
the Yugoslavian government’s decision to abolish the autonomy of 
Kosovo.

Rui Jun Luong
Different Realities.

Linh Le
The Execution Continues.

Félice Pelsmaeker 

Please no fotografie.

Marina Sulima
The responsibilities of documenting and viewing lamentation.

Arko Datta
28-12-2004.

A woman mourns a relative killed during a tsunami.

Anthony Suau
26-03-2008. 

Detective Robert Kole of the Cuyahoga County 
Sheriff’s Office enters a home in Cleveland, Ohio, following 
mortgage foreclosure and eviction.

John Stanmeyer
February 26, 2013.

African migrants on the shore of Djibouti City 
at night raise their phones in an attempt to catch an inexpen-
sive signal from neighboring Somalia—a tenuous link to relatives 
abroad.

Warren Richardson
Hope for a New Life. 

August 28, 2015. 

A baby is handed through a hole in a razor wire barrier, to a Syrian 
refugee who has already managed to cross the border from Serbia 
into Hungary, near Röszke.

Jil Potma

Frankie James 
Years of Dust.

Collage with (details of) photographs made as part of the Farm Security Administration 
in the 1930s.

Alisa Silko 

The Signal.

Julia Adinda 
Hope for a New Life. 
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Aleppo 2016
Photograph: Karam Al-Masri

Kilimajaro, Tanzania 2014
Photograph: Peter Martell

Jordan, 2013
Photograph: James Machtwey for Time

Mongolia, 2009
Photograph: Yuri Kozyrev







The responsibilities of documenting and viewing lamentation

Ethical level:

Subjection to aesthetic conventions:

Socio-political dimension:

OK

Change

Preset:

Adjustments

Analyzing pictures that express the pain of lamentation leads us into the realm of aesthetics, because they cease to be a precise account on events, but an a�ective expression of the 
survivors. It engages us in the space we live in but also in the ethical dimension of otherness. 

By bringing together a selection of lamentation depictions, among which there is the well discussed World Press Photo- Pieta of Kosovo (1991), certain ethical questions are raised. 
Is it moral to depict pain using means of art conventions in hope of achieving instant recognition and empathy? Is it moral to render the pain of lamentation through aesthetic 
pleasure? The con�guration of a Photoshop window (used to make adjustments of a picture in order to make it visually more appealing) is used in adressing the questions above.
It invites the spectator, hopefully, to adjust the substance of how we depict the pain of lamentation to the moral grounds and to train their ethical compass of seeing.

From left to right: 

Pieta, 1540- Rosso Fiorentino; 
The Deposition, 1507- Raphael;
The Lamentation, cca 1450- 
Petrus Christus; 
World Press Photo of the Year 
1991- Georges Mérillon;
World Press Photo of the Year 
1989- David Turnley;
World Press Photo of the Year 
2013- Paul Hansen; 
World Press Photo of the Year 
1984- Mustafa Bozdemir






















