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Abstract: We report on a one-dimensional photonic crystal (1DPhC) represented by a multilayer
structure used for a surface plasmon-like sensing based on Bloch surface waves and radiation
modes employing a structure comprising a glass substrate and four bilayers of TiO2/SiO2 with a
termination layer of TiO2. We model the reflectance responses in the Kretschmann configuration
with a coupling prism made of BK7 glass and express the reflectances for both (s and p)
polarizations in the spectral domain for various angles of incidence to show that a sharp dip
associated with the Bloch surface wave (BSW) excitation is obtained in p polarization when an
external medium (analyte) is air. For s-polarized wave BSW is not excited and a shallow dip
associated with the guided mode excitation is obtained for a liquid analyte (water). For decreasing
angle of incidence, the dip depth is substantially increased, and resonance thus obtained is
comparable in magnitude with resonance commonly exhibited by SPR-based sensors. In addition,
we revealed that the resonances in s-polarization are obtained for other analytes. The surface
plasmon-like sensing concept was verified experimentally in the Kretschmann configuration for
the guided mode transformed into the radiation mode with a negative and constant sensitivity of
−169 nm/RIU, and a detection limit of 5.9 ×10−5 RIU.

© 2019 Optical Society of America under the terms of the OSA Open Access Publishing Agreement

1. Introduction

Bloch surface waves (BSWs) exist at the interface between a truncated periodic multilayer system
[1] as a one-dimensional photonic crystal (1DPhC) or Bragg mirror, and a dielectric external
medium [2–4]. Light confinement in BSWs, which occurs near the multilayer surface, is caused
by total internal reflection (TIR) from homogeneous layer and is related to the bandgap of the
photonic crystal. This is in contrast with surface plasmon resonance (SPR) phenomenon [5,6],
which is based on the generation of the surface plasmon polaritons (SPPs) and propagation of
surface plasmon wave along the interface between a dielectric and a thin metal film, such as
gold or silver. The field of SPs decays exponentially on both sides of the boundary so that the
SPR phenomenon is attractive to sensing in various fields of interest [7–12]. Recently, a type of
surface waves at the interface between a metal and a dielectric Bragg mirror, which is referred to
as a Tamm plasmon (TP), has been studied [13]. In contrast to the SPPs, TPs can be optically
excited by both s- and p-polarized waves, and moreover, a direct excitation from free space is
possible [14–16].
BSWs offer several possible advantages compared to SPPs [4]. BSW can be excited by

both s- and p-polarized waves [17] at any wavelength by suitably changing the geometry and
materials of the photonic crystal. In addition, because BSW-based sensors do not rely on the
use of metals, the sensors enable sharper resonances than conventional SPR sensors [6]. Finally,
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with an appropriate choice of the dielectric materials of the photonic crystal, sensors based on
BSWs are mechanically and chemically robust, offering the possibility of operation in aggressive
environments. Consequently, Bloch surface waves have emerged as an alternative to SPPs and
have been used with various sensing schemes [18–26], including phase-based sensing [19–22]
and intensity-based biosensing [23–26]. Additionally, the accessible surface area of a BSW
structure can be increased using a porous dielectric, which results in improved sensitivity toward
small molecules [27,28]. More recently, fiber optic sensors with multilayer structures have been
reported [29–32], including configurations in which multilayer structures have been deposited on
a tapered fiber [29], on the outer surface of optical fiber [30], at the tip of a single-mode fiber
[31], and inside of a photonic crystal fiber [32].

In this paper, a one-dimensional photonic crystal (1DPhC) represented by a multilayer structure,
which is used for a surface plasmon-like sensing based on BSWs and radiation modes, is analyzed
theoretically and experimentally. The reflectance responses of both s- and p-polarized waves in
the Kretschmann configuration with a coupling prism made of BK7 glass are modeled, provided
that the structure comprising a glass substrate with four bilayers of TiO2/SiO2 and a termination
layer of TiO2 is characterized by a method of spectral ellipsometry. The reflectance of p-polarized
wave as a function of angle of incidence on the prism base is evaluated, demonstrating the
presence of a sharp dip associated with the BSW when an external medium (analyte) is air.
For s-polarized wave BSW is not excited and we demonstrate for a standard analyte (water)
the presence of a shallow dip associated with the guided mode excitation. Moreover, for the
decreased angle of incidence, the enhanced electromagnetic field is irradiated from the structure,
which is accompanied by resonance comparable in magnitude with the SPR resonance. We also
revealed and experimentally confirmed that the resonances are resolvable for analytes such as air
and aqueous solutions of ethanol in water. We verified the new sensing concept and measured
the reflectance responses of the 1DPhC in the Kretschmann configuration, and revealed for
the guided mode transformed into the radiation mode that a sensitivity of −169 nm/RIU and a
detection limit of 5.9 ×10−5 RIU, respectively, were achieved.

2. Material characterization

The multilayer structure under study was primarily prepared as interference filter whose reflection
spectrum is with a central bandpass approximately 118 nm wide (from 504 to 622 nm). A
technique of thin film deposition by sputtering was employed (Meopta, Czech Republic), and in
order to model the response of the multilayer structure under study, the physical parameters of all
the layers were specified. In the first step, the structure was inspected by a scanning electron
microscope (FEI Quanta 650 FEG, USA) and it was revealed as demonstrated in Fig. 1(a) that
the structure consists of four bilayers of TiO2/SiO2 with different thicknesses and a termination
layer of TiO2.
Next, using a method of spectral ellipsometry, variable angle spectroscopic ellipsometric

(VASE) data obtained by ellipsometer RC2 (J. A. Woollam Co., Inc., USA) were processed to
determine the thicknesses of the layers provided that the refractive index and extinction coefficient
dispersion are known or were also characterized employing software EASE (J. A. Woollam Co.,
Inc., USA). The determined thicknesses are shown in Fig. 1(b) and agree well with the values
estimated using a scanning electron microscope (SEM) photo shown in Fig. 1(a).

Using the ellipsometric data, the dispersion properties of a glass substrate were described by a
Cauchy formula

n(λ) = a + bλ−2 + cλ−4 , (1)
where λ is the wavelength in µm and the values of coefficients a, b, c obtained by the VASE were:
a = 1.5051, b = 4.8034 × 10−3 µm2 and c = 5.9353 × 10−5 µm4.
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Fig. 1. An SEM photo of a multilayer structure (a), and the geometric representation of the
structure (b).

where λ is the wavelength in µm and a, b, c are the Sellmeier coefficients. Their values for the
TiO2 layers obtained by the VASE were: a = 2.7655, b = 2.2 and c = 0.26524 µm. For SiO2 we
used a model with a =1.34836, b =0.75650 and c = 0.10683 µm. The extinction coefficients
for TiO2 and SiO2 obtained by the VASE were κTiO2 = κSiO2 ≈ 0. The dispersion of a coupling
prism made of BK7 glass was expressed by a three-oscillator Sellmeier formula [33].

3. Theoretical model

To express the optical response of the multilayer structure described in a previous section,
a transfer matrix method (TMM) [34] was used. To describe the reflection or transmission
properties of the structure, we express the complex reflection/transmission coefficients via the
complex amplitudes U of incident (I), reflected (R), transmitted (T) and backward incident (B)
waves, which are coupled by a total transmission matrix M of the structure:
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and where Dj are dynamical matrices, Pj are propagation matrices [34], and indices 0 and N + 1
refer to the first and last semi-infinite media. In Eq. (4), the dynamical matrices are given by

Fig. 1. An SEM photo of a multilayer structure (a), and the geometric representation of the
structure (b).

Similarly, for the dispersion properties of TiO2 and SiO2 layers, a one-oscillator Sellmeier
formula was used

n2(λ) = a +
bλ2

λ2 − c2
, (2)

where λ is the wavelength in µm and a, b, c are the Sellmeier coefficients. Their values for the
TiO2 layers obtained by the VASE were: a = 2.7655, b = 2.2 and c = 0.26524 µm. For SiO2 we
used a model with a = 1.34836, b = 0.75650 and c = 0.10683 µm. The extinction coefficients
for TiO2 and SiO2 obtained by the VASE were κTiO2 = κSiO2 ≈ 0. The dispersion of a coupling
prism made of BK7 glass was expressed by a three-oscillator Sellmeier formula [33].

3. Theoretical model

To express the optical response of the multilayer structure described in a previous section,
a transfer matrix method (TMM) [34] was used. To describe the reflection or transmission
properties of the structure, we express the complex reflection/transmission coefficients via the
complex amplitudes U of incident (I), reflected (R), transmitted (T) and backward incident (B)
waves, which are coupled by a total transmission matrix M of the structure:
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and where Dj are dynamical matrices, Pj are propagation matrices [34], and indices 0 and N + 1
refer to the first and last semi-infinite media. In Eq. (4), the dynamical matrices are given by

Dj =




©«
1 1

kj −kj

ª®¬
for swave,

©«
1 1
kj

n2j
− kj

n2j

ª®®¬
for pwave,

(5)

where

kj =

[(
nj
ω

c

)2
− (n0ωc sin θ)2

]1/2
. (6)

Similarly, the propagation matrices are given by

Pj =
©«

eikj tj 0

0 e−ikj tj

ª®¬
, (7)

where tj is the thickness of j-th layer.
The required complex refection coefficient is expressed using total transmissionmatrix elements

r =
M21
M11

, (8)

and the reflectance R is given by
R = |r |2 . (9)

4. Theoretical results

To model the spectral responses of the multilayer structure, first we consider air as analyte and
angle of incidence θ exceeding the critical angle for the external medium (θc ≈ 41.1◦). Taking
into account the dispersion of materials of the structure specified above, and assuming that the
extinction coefficients for TiO2 and SiO2 layers are κTiO2 = 1.6 × 10−3 and κSiO2 = 3.4 × 10−4
[20], respectively, as an example, Fig. 2 shows the theoretical spectral reflectance of p-polarized
wave for angles of incidence θ of light onto the base of the BK7 glass prism ranging from 45◦
to 49◦. As can be seen from Fig. 2(a), sharp dips are obtained and they are shifted toward
shorter wavelengths as the angle of incidence increases. Similarly, they are shifted toward longer
wavelengths as the angle of incidence is decreasing to θc. The dip with the maximum depth,
which is located in the center of a short-wavelength bandpass (see the inset of Fig. 2(a) for
s-polarized wave and the angle of incidence θ = 45◦), is associated with an excitation of the BSW
and the remaining dips are due to the response of guided modes in the multilayer system [35].
The shift of the dip can simply be explained for an infinite periodic system [36] when the light
line is with increasing slope as the angle of incidence decreases, and thus its intersection with the
surface mode line shifts to lower frequency (longer wavelength). The resonance curve parameters
such as the depth and the full width at half maximum are determined by the extinction coefficients
of layers, and by the coupling efficiency between the launched light and the BSW [20].

To confirm the surface wave resonance at an angle of incidence of 45◦, the normalized optical
field intensity |E |2 /|E0 |2 (E0 is the incident electric field) in the structure at a wavelength of
470.5 nm is shown in Fig. 2(b). This figure clearly demonstrates optical field enhancement in the
structure. It is worth noting that the number of the bilayers in our system, which is 4, leads to a
slightly different shape of the envelope than is usual when the semi-infinite structure of periodic
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Fig. 2. Theoretical spectral reflectance of p-polarized wave at different angles of incidence
θ: 45◦ to 49◦ (a). The normalized optical field intensity distribution at angle of incidence
θ = 45◦ (b). Analyte is air.

bilayers is considered. Similarly, the normalized intensity distribution of guided mode field in
the multilayer is demonstrated at a wavelength of 433 nm. The guided mode exhibits more than a
four-fold enhancement of the optical intensity with respect to the incident beam, while the BSW
shows nearly a fifteen-fold enhancement. These results can also be obtained by a finite element
method using commercial software COMSOL Multiphysics [37]. In both cases, an exponential
tail in the analyte (air) is obtained with amplitude greater for the surface wave. Consequently, the
structure can be used as an optical sensor.
From a point of view of sensing applications, it is required to know spectral responses for

analytes with refractive indices near one. Figure 3(a) shows the theoretical spectral reflectance of
p-polarized wave for angle of incidence θ = 45◦ and analytes with refractive indices ranging
from 1 to 1.05. The reflectances have sharp dips with the resonance wavelength shifting toward
longer wavelengths as the refractive index increases. Figure 3(b) shows the resonance wavelength
as a function of the refractive index and in the same figure is also shown the fitting function (a
second-order polynomial). It is evident that the resonance wavelength is with a greater shift for a
higher refractive index and the non-linear response in Fig. 3(b) indicates that the sensitivity to
the refractive index Sn, defined as the change of the position of the dip δλr with respect to the
change of the refractive index δn of the analyte

Sn =
δλr

δn
, (10)

is linearly refractive index unit (RIU)-dependent. The sensitivity ranges from 100 to 235 nm/RIU
and is lower than in the case of the SPR (1050 to 2110 nm/RIU [11]), but is higher compared
to TPs (55 nm/RIU [15]). Similar behavior exhibits the detection limit (DL) [10], which is in
the best case 4.3 ×10−5 RIU when we consider that the resonance wavelength is resolved with a
precision of 0.01 nm.
We extended our analysis to s-polarized wave when analyte is air and revealed that BSW is

not excited in a wavelength range from 400 to 1000 nm. In addition, we considered angles of
incidence for which the normal component of wavevector of optical wave in the external medium
(analyte) is real. In this case, the BSW as a guided mode, with light confined at the multilayer
structure surface by TIR from the homogenous medium, cannot be excited. The response is
simply a Fabry-Perot-like interference associated with the multilayer structure [38]. As an
example, Fig. 4(a) shows the theoretical spectral reflectance for angle of incidence θ = 41◦ and
analytes with refractive indices ranging from 1 to 1.05. The reflectance dip with the maximum



Research Article Vol. 9, No. 10 / 1 October 2019 / Optical Materials Express 4014

400 450 500 550 600
0.74

0.78

0.82

0.86

0.9

0.94

0.98

R
ef

le
ct

an
ce

 o
f p

−
po

la
riz

ed
 w

av
e

Wavelength (nm)

 

 

 45°
 46°
 47°
 48°
 49°

400 600 800 1000 1200
0.4

0.6

0.8

1

R
ef

le
ct

an
ce

 o
f s

−
po

la
riz

ed
 w

av
e

Wavelength (nm)

1000 1200 1400 1600 1800 2000 2200 2400
0

3

6

9

12

15

N
o
rm

a
liz

e
d
 o

p
ti
ca

l 
fie

ld
 in

te
n
si

ty

Distance from substrate interface (nm)

433 nm
470.5 nm
433 nm
470.5 nm

(a) (b)
Fig. 2. Theoretical spectral reflectance of p-polarized wave at different angles of incidence
θ: 45◦ to 49◦ (a). The normalized optical field intensity distribution at angle of incidence
θ = 45◦ (b). Analyte is air.

four-fold enhancement of the optical intensity with respect to the incident beam, while the BSW
shows nearly a fifteen-fold enhancement. These results can also be obtained by a finite element
method using commercial software COMSOL Multiphysics [37]. In both cases, an exponential
tail in the analyte (air) is obtained with amplitude greater for the surface wave. Consequently, the
structure can be used as an optical sensor.
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Fig. 3. Theoretical spectral reflectance of p-polarized wave for different refractive indices of
analyte when θ = 45◦ (a). The resonance wavelength as a function of the refractive index of
the analyte with solid line as a fit (b).

From a point of view of sensing applications, it is required to know spectral responses for
analytes with refractive indices near one. Figure 3(a) shows the theoretical spectral reflectance of
p-polarized wave for angle of incidence θ = 45◦ and analytes with refractive indices ranging
from 1 to 1.05. The reflectances have sharp dips with the resonance wavelength shifting toward
longer wavelengths as the refractive index increases. Figure 3(b) shows the resonance wavelength
as a function of the refractive index and in the same figure is also shown the fitting function (a
second-order polynomial). It is evident that the resonance wavelength is with a greater shift for a
higher refractive index and the non-linear response in Fig. 3(b) indicates that the sensitivity to
the refractive index Sn, defined as the change of the position of the dip δλr with respect to the

Fig. 3. Theoretical spectral reflectance of p-polarized wave for different refractive indices
of analyte when θ = 45◦ (a). The resonance wavelength as a function of the refractive index
of the analyte with solid line as a fit (b).

depth is located at a short-wavelength edge of a central bandpass and its width increases with the
refractive index. The sharp resonance is comparable in magnitude with resonance commonly
exhibited by SPR sensors [39]. Contrary to the previous case, the resonance wavelength shifts
toward shorter wavelengths as the refractive index increases. The shift can be simply explained
by a modification of the guided mode line as the refractive index increases so that its intersection
with the light line shifts toward higher frequency (shorter wavelength). Figure 4(b) shows the
resonance wavelength as a function of the refractive index together with a linear fitting function.
The sensitivity to the refractive index and the detection limit reach −47 nm/RIU and 2.1 ×10−4
RIU, respectively.

change of the refractive index δn of the analyte

Sn =
δλr
δn

, (10)

is linearly refractive index unit (RIU)-dependent. The sensitivity ranges from 100 to 235 nm/RIU
and is lower than in the case of the SPR (1050 to 2110 nm/RIU [11]), but is higher compared
to TPs (55 nm/RIU [15]). Similar behavior exhibits the detection limit (DL) [10], which is in
the best case 4.3×10−5 RIU when we consider that the resonance wavelength is resolved with a
precision of 0.01 nm.
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Fig. 4. Theoretical spectral reflectance of s-polarized wave for different refractive indices of
analyte when θ = 41◦ (a). The resonance wavelength as a function of the refractive index of
the analyte with solid line as a fit (b).

We extended our analysis to s-polarized wave when analyte is air and revealed that BSW is
not excited in a wavelength range from 400 to 1000 nm. In addition, we considered angles of
incidence for which the normal component of wavevector of optical wave in the external medium
(analyte) is real. In this case, the BSW as a guided mode, with light confined at the multilayer
structure surface by TIR from the homogenous medium, cannot be excited. The response is
simply a Fabry-Perot-like interference associated with the multilayer structure [38]. As an
example, Fig. 4(a) shows the theoretical spectral reflectance for angle of incidence θ = 41◦ and
analytes with refractive indices ranging from 1 to 1.05. The reflectance dip with the maximum
depth is located at a short-wavelength edge of a central bandpass and its width increases with the
refractive index. The sharp resonance is comparable in magnitude with resonance commonly
exhibited by SPR sensors [39]. Contrary to the previous case, the resonance wavelength shifts
toward shorter wavelengths as the refractive index increases. The shift can be simply explained
by a modification of the guided mode line as the refractive index increases so that its intersection
with the light line shifts toward higher frequency (shorter wavelength). Figure 4(b) shows the
resonance wavelength as a function of the refractive index together with a linear fitting function.
The sensitivity to the refractive index and the detection limit reach -47 nm/RIU and 2.1×10−4 RIU,
respectively.

Next, to model the spectral responses of the multilayer structure, we consider water as analyte.
We revealed that for the structure the BSW is not excited in the considered spectral range (400
to 1000 nm). We focused on the responses of some of the guided modes of the structure.
Consequently, Fig. 5(a) shows the theoretical spectral reflectance of s-polarized wave for angles
of incidence θ of light onto the base of the BK7 glass prism ranging from 62.5◦ to 66.5◦. As can
be seen from Fig. 5(a), shallow dips are obtained and they are shifted toward shorter wavelengths

Fig. 4. Theoretical spectral reflectance of s-polarized wave for different refractive indices
of analyte when θ = 41◦ (a). The resonance wavelength as a function of the refractive index
of the analyte with solid line as a fit (b).

Next, to model the spectral responses of the multilayer structure, we consider water as analyte.
We revealed that for the structure the BSW is not excited in the considered spectral range (400
to 1000 nm). We focused on the responses of some of the guided modes of the structure.
Consequently, Fig. 5(a) shows the theoretical spectral reflectance of s-polarized wave for angles
of incidence θ of light onto the base of the BK7 glass prism ranging from 62.5◦ to 66.5◦. As can
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be seen from Fig. 5(a), shallow dips are obtained and they are shifted toward shorter wavelengths
as the angle of incidence increases. The shift can be simply explained when the light line is with
increasing slope as the angle of incidence decreases, and thus its intersection with the guided
mode line shifts to lower frequency (longer wavelength).

Fig. 5. Theoretical spectral reflectance of s-polarized wave at different angles of incidence
θ (a). The normalized optical field intensity distribution at angle of incidence θ = 64.5◦ (b).
Analyte is water.

To confirm the guided mode resonance at an angle of incidence of 64.5◦, the normalized
optical field intensity in the structure at a wavelength of 680.1 nm is shown in Fig. 5(b). Similarly,
the normalized intensity distribution of guided mode field in the multilayer is illustrated at a
wavelength of 629.1 nm. This figure clearly demonstrates optical field enhancement in the
structure. The guided modes exhibit more than two- and seven-fold enhancements of the optical
intensity with respect to the incident beam.
The spectral responses of the multilayer structure to different analytes are also important.

Figure 6(a) shows the theoretical spectral reflectance of s-polarized wave for angle of incidence
θ = 64.5◦ when analytes are the aqueous solutions of ethanol with varying mass concentration of
ethanol in water whose dispersion is specified elsewhere [37]. The reflectances have shallow
dips with a nearly constant width. The wavelength of the dip (the resonance wavelength) shifts
toward longer wavelengths as mass concentration of ethanol in water increases, and the higher
the concentration, the smaller is the reflectance at the resonance wavelength. Once again, the
shift can be simply explained by change of the guided mode line and its intersection with the
light line. Figure 6(b) shows the resonance wavelength as a function of the refractive index of the
analyte and in the same figure is also shown the fitting function (a second-order polynomial).
It is evident that the resonance wavelength is with a greater shift for a higher refractive index
and the non-linear response in Fig. 6(b) indicates that the sensitivity to the refractive index Sn is
linearly RIU-dependent and it ranges from 67 to 247 nm/RIU. Similar behavior exhibits the DL,
which is in the best case 4 ×10−5 RIU.

It is desirable to extend our analysis to angles of incidence for which a guided mode, even with
the enhanced electromagnetic field, is transformed into the radiation mode. Figure 7(a) shows
theoretical spectral reflectance of s-polarized wave when angle of incidence θ decreases from
61.5◦ to 57.5◦. As can be seen from Fig. 7(a), extrema due to the response of guided modes
in the multilayer system and resonance dips are obtained, and they are shifted toward longer
wavelengths as the angle of incidence decreases. In addition, the resonances with the maximum
depth are due to light irradiation from the structure into the analyte (water) and are affected by
optical field enhancement in the structure [40]. In other words, the reflectance decreases to 0
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as the angle of incidence increases. The shift can be simply explained when the light line is with
increasing slope as the angle of incidence decreases, and thus its intersection with the guided
mode line shifts to lower frequency (longer wavelength).
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Fig. 5. Theoretical spectral reflectance of s-polarized wave at different angles of incidence θ
(a). The normalized optical field intensity distribution at angle of incidence θ = 64.5◦ (b).
Analyte is water.

To confirm the guided mode resonance at an angle of incidence of 64.5◦, the normalized
optical field intensity in the structure at a wavelength of 680.1 nm is shown in Fig. 5(b). Similarly,
the normalized intensity distribution of guided mode field in the multilayer is illustrated at a
wavelength of 629.1 nm. This figure clearly demonstrates optical field enhancement in the
structure. The guided modes exhibit more than two- and seven-fold enhancements of the optical
intensity with respect to the incident beam.
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Fig. 6. Theoretical spectral reflectance of s-polarized wave for different weight concentrations
of ethanol in water when θ = 64.5◦ (a). The resonance wavelength as a function of the
refractive index of the analyte with solid line as a fit (b).

The spectral responses of the multilayer structure to different analytes are also important.
Figure 6(a) shows the theoretical spectral reflectance of s-polarized wave for angle of incidence
θ = 64.5◦ when analytes are the aqueous solutions of ethanol with varying mass concentration of
ethanol in water whose dispersion is specified elsewhere [37]. The reflectances have shallow
dips with a nearly constant width. The wavelength of the dip (the resonance wavelength) shifts

Fig. 6. Theoretical spectral reflectance of s-polarized wave for different weight concentra-
tions of ethanol in water when θ = 64.5◦ (a). The resonance wavelength as a function of the
refractive index of the analyte with solid line as a fit (b).

due to the angle of incidence smaller than the critical angle for the external medium and this is
in contrast with the opposite case when the reflectance approaches 1 (see Fig. 5). These dips
are comparable in magnitude with resonances commonly exhibited by an SPR [10,11], but are
narrower. As an example, a width of 15 nm for θ = 61.5◦ is substantially smaller than a width
of 65 nm for the SPR responses [11]. The width of the resonances and their depth also change
with the angle of incidence. To discriminate between different modes, the normalized optical
field intensity distribution at a wavelength of 706.2 nm is shown in Fig. 7(b) for an angle of
incidence of 60.5◦. It clearly demonstrates optical field enhancement in the structure under study
and light irradiation from the structure into the external medium (water). In the same figure, the
normalized optical field intensity distribution at a wavelength of 650.3 nm is also shown for
another guided mode in the multilayer structure.

Fig. 7. Theoretical spectral reflectance of s-polarized wave at different angles of incidence
θ (a). The normalized optical field intensity distribution at angle of incidence θ = 60.5◦ (b).
Analyte is water.

This case is also important from a point of sensing applications, therefore spectral responses for
different analytes are required. Figure 8(a) shows the theoretical spectral reflectance of s-polarized
wave for angle of incidence θ = 61.3◦ and analytes represented by the aqueous solutions of
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ethanol. The reflectances have dips with increasing depth and width as the concentration of
ethanol in water in weight percent (wt.%) increases. Contrary to the previous case, the resonance
wavelength shifts toward shorter wavelengths as the concentration of ethanol in water increases.
Figure 8(b) shows the resonance wavelength as a function of the weight concentration of ethanol
and in the same figure is also shown a linear fitting function, which means that the sensitivity to
the refractive index given by Eq. (10) is a negative constant and it reaches −108 nm/RIU. This
negative sign is opposite to that commonly exhibited by SPR-based sensors. In addition, the DL
reaches in this case 9.3 ×10−5 RIU.
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Fig. 8. Theoretical spectral reflectance of s-polarized wave for different weight concentrations
of ethanol in water when θ = 61.3◦ (a). The resonance wavelength as a function of the
refractive index of the analyte with solid line as a fit (b).

ethanol in water in weight percent (wt.%) increases. Contrary to the previous case, the resonance
wavelength shifts toward shorter wavelengths as the concentration of ethanol in water increases.
Figure 8(b) shows the resonance wavelength as a function of the weight concentration of ethanol
and in the same figure is also shown a linear fitting function, which means that the sensitivity to
the refractive index given by Eq. (10) is a negative constant and it reaches -108 nm/RIU. This
negative sign is opposite to that commonly exhibited by SPR-based sensors. In addition, the DL
reaches in this case 9.3×10−5 RIU.

5. Experimental setup

An experimental setup used to measure the spectral reflectance of both s- and p-polarized waves
is shown in Fig. 9 and it employs the Kretschmann configuration to resolve the dips associated
with an excitation of Bloch surface or radiation waves. White-light source WLS (halogen lamp
HL-2000, Ocean Optics, USA) with launching optics, an input optical fiber and collimating
lens CL are used to generate a collimated beam of 1 mm diameter which passes through linear
polarizer P (LPVIS050, Thorlabs, USA) oriented 45◦ with respect to the plane of incidence
so that both s- and p-polarized components are present. The light beam is coupled to the
multilayer structure under test by equilateral BK7 prism (Ealing, Inc., USA) using a thin layer of
index-matching fluid (Cargille, USA, nD=1.516).
The reflected light passes through linear analyzer A (LPVIS050, Thorlabs, USA) oriented

perpendicularly or parallelly to the plane of incidence so that s- or p-polarized component is
detected when the light is launched directly into a read optical fiber (M15L02, Thorlabs, USA) of
a spectrometer (USB4000, Ocean Optics, USA). Using the rotary stage, to which the collimator
is attached, the angle of incidence can be adjusted [39, 41]. If the angle between the incident
beam and the normal to the prism face is denoted as α (see Fig. 9), the angle of incidence θ on
the base of the equilateral prism is given as

θ = 60◦ − sin−1[nair (λr ) sinα/n(λr )], (11)

where nair (λr ) and n(λr ) and are the refractive indices of air and the prism glass, respectively, at
the resonant wavelength λr .

As analytes, aqueous solutions of ethanol were prepared. The concentrations of ethanol were
0 (distilled water), 10, 20, 30, 40, and 50 wt.%. The refractive indices of the solutions were
measured at a wavelength of 589.3 nm by refractometer Abbemat MW (Anton Paar GmbH,

Fig. 8. Theoretical spectral reflectance of s-polarized wave for different weight concentra-
tions of ethanol in water when θ = 61.3◦ (a). The resonance wavelength as a function of the
refractive index of the analyte with solid line as a fit (b).

5. Experimental setup

An experimental setup used to measure the spectral reflectance of both s- and p-polarized waves
is shown in Fig. 9 and it employs the Kretschmann configuration to resolve the dips associated
with an excitation of Bloch surface or radiation waves. White-light source WLS (halogen lamp
HL-2000, Ocean Optics, USA) with launching optics, an input optical fiber and collimating
lens CL are used to generate a collimated beam of 1 mm diameter which passes through linear
polarizer P (LPVIS050, Thorlabs, USA) oriented 45◦ with respect to the plane of incidence
so that both s- and p-polarized components are present. The light beam is coupled to the
multilayer structure under test by equilateral BK7 prism (Ealing, Inc., USA) using a thin layer of
index-matching fluid (Cargille, USA, nD=1.516).
The reflected light passes through linear analyzer A (LPVIS050, Thorlabs, USA) oriented

perpendicularly or parallelly to the plane of incidence so that s- or p-polarized component is
detected when the light is launched directly into a read optical fiber (M15L02, Thorlabs, USA) of
a spectrometer (USB4000, Ocean Optics, USA). Using the rotary stage, to which the collimator
is attached, the angle of incidence can be adjusted [39,41]. If the angle between the incident
beam and the normal to the prism face is denoted as α (see Fig. 9), the angle of incidence θ on
the base of the equilateral prism is given as

θ = 60◦ − sin−1[nair(λr) sinα/n(λr)], (11)
where nair(λr) and n(λr) and are the refractive indices of air and the prism glass, respectively, at
the resonant wavelength λr.

As analytes, aqueous solutions of ethanol were prepared. The concentrations of ethanol were
0 (distilled water), 10, 20, 30, 40, and 50 wt.%. The refractive indices of the solutions were
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Fig. 9. Experimental setup for measuring the reflectance responses of the multilayer structure
in the Kretschmann configuration.

Austria), and the corresponding refractive indices of 1.33293, 1.33687, 1.33821, 1.34698, 1.35269
and 1.35937 were obtained at a temperature of 22◦C.

6. Experimental results and discussion

Utilizing the results of both the material characterization and theoretical modeling, first, angle
of incidence α is adjusted to resolve a dip in the reflectance spectrum of p-polarized wave for
a reference analyte represented by air [39, 41]. To diminish the effect of the source spectrum,
the recorded spectra were normalized with respect to the spectrum with no effect of both the
BSW and guided modes (obtained at a suitable angle of incidence). Examples of the measured
reflectance spectra for p-polarized component obtained for angles of incidence α ranging from
21.7◦ to 26.7◦ are shown in Fig. 10(a). It is clearly seen that a sharp dip due to the BSW excitation
is resolved in a wavelength range from 475 to 500 nm. The dip shifts toward shorter wavelengths
as the angle of incidence θ increases. Comparing the experimental results with the theoretical
ones shown in Fig. 2(a), we confirm good correspondence. Next, Fig. 10(b) shows the measured
reflectance spectra of s-polarized wave for angles of incidence α ranging from 29◦ to 34◦. For
these angles the dip is located at a short-wavelength edge of a central bandpass and is with a
greater depth indicating the transformation of the guided mode to the radiation mode and light
irradiation from the structure. Also in this case, the dips shift toward shorter wavelengths as the
angle of incidence θ increases.
The measurements were extended to analytes represented by aqueous solutions of ethanol in

water. Examples of the normalized reflectance spectra for s-polarized component obtained for
the angle of incidence α = −5.5◦ (θ ≈ 63.6◦) are shown in Fig. 11(a). It is clearly seen that a
shallow dip due to the guided mode is resolved in a wavelength range from 680 to 720 nm and it
shifts toward longer wavelengths as the weight concentration of ethanol diluted in water increases,
and the higher the concentration, the deeper is the reflectance spectrum. These results are in
agreement with the theoretical ones shown in Fig. 6(a). Figure 11(b) shows the corresponding
resonance wavelength as a function of the refractive index of analyte together with a fitting
function (a second-order polynomial). It indicates that the resonance wavelength is with a
greater shift for a higher refractive index and the sensitivity Sn given by Eq. (10) increases in
the considered wavelength range from 100 to 191 nm/RIU. The DL reaches in the best case

Fig. 9. Experimental setup for measuring the reflectance responses of the multilayer
structure in the Kretschmann configuration.

measured at a wavelength of 589.3 nm by refractometer Abbemat MW (Anton Paar GmbH,
Austria), and the corresponding refractive indices of 1.33293, 1.33687, 1.33821, 1.34698, 1.35269
and 1.35937 were obtained at a temperature of 22◦C.

6. Experimental results and discussion

Utilizing the results of both the material characterization and theoretical modeling, first, angle
of incidence α is adjusted to resolve a dip in the reflectance spectrum of p-polarized wave for
a reference analyte represented by air [39,41]. To diminish the effect of the source spectrum,
the recorded spectra were normalized with respect to the spectrum with no effect of both the
BSW and guided modes (obtained at a suitable angle of incidence). Examples of the measured
reflectance spectra for p-polarized component obtained for angles of incidence α ranging from
21.7◦ to 26.7◦ are shown in Fig. 10(a). It is clearly seen that a sharp dip due to the BSW excitation
is resolved in a wavelength range from 475 to 500 nm. The dip shifts toward shorter wavelengths
as the angle of incidence θ increases. Comparing the experimental results with the theoretical
ones shown in Fig. 2(a), we confirm good correspondence. Next, Fig. 10(b) shows the measured
reflectance spectra of s-polarized wave for angles of incidence α ranging from 29◦ to 34◦. For
these angles the dip is located at a short-wavelength edge of a central bandpass and is with a
greater depth indicating the transformation of the guided mode to the radiation mode and light
irradiation from the structure. Also in this case, the dips shift toward shorter wavelengths as the
angle of incidence θ increases.
The measurements were extended to analytes represented by aqueous solutions of ethanol

in water. Examples of the normalized reflectance spectra for s-polarized component obtained
for the angle of incidence α = −5.5◦ (θ ≈ 63.6◦) are shown in Fig. 11(a). It is clearly seen
that a shallow dip due to the guided mode is resolved in a wavelength range from 680 to 720
nm and it shifts toward longer wavelengths as the weight concentration of ethanol diluted in
water increases, and the higher the concentration, the deeper is the reflectance spectrum. These
results are in agreement with the theoretical ones shown in Fig. 6(a). Figure 11(b) shows the
corresponding resonance wavelength as a function of the refractive index of analyte together with
a fitting function (a second-order polynomial). It indicates that the resonance wavelength is with
a greater shift for a higher refractive index and the sensitivity Sn given by Eq. (10) increases
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Fig. 10. Measured spectral reflectance at different angles of incidence α, p-polarized wave
(a), s-polarized wave (b). Analyte is air.
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Fig. 11. Measured spectral reflectance of s-polarized wave for different weight concentrations
of ethanol in water when α = −5.5◦ (a). The resonance wavelength as a function of the
refractive index of the aqueous solution of ethanol with solid line as a fit (b).

5.2×10−5 RIU. Comparing the experimental results with the theoretical ones, we confirm good
correspondence.

In Fig. 11(a) is also shown the response related to analyte represented by 50 wt.% of ethanol in
water. The maximum depth is the result of the transformation of the guided mode to the radiation
mode (the angle of incidence is smaller than the critical angle for the external medium). Thus,
the measurement was extended to angles for which the normal component of the wavevector
in analyte is real so that the radiation mode propagates. Examples of the reflectance spectra
for s-polarized component obtained for the angle of incidence α = −2◦ (θ ≈ 61.3◦) are shown
in Fig. 12(a). It is evident that a dip with a sufficiently great depth is resolved in a wavelength
range from 680 to 730 nm and it shifts toward shorter wavelengths as the weight concentration of
ethanol diluted in water increases, and higher the concentration, the wider is the reflectance dip.
Figure 12(b) shows the corresponding resonance wavelength as a function of the refractive index
of analyte together with a linear fitting function. The sensitivity and the DL reach -169 nm/RIU
and 5.9 × 10−5 RIU, respectively. Once again, comparing the experimental results with the
theoretical ones shown in Figs. 8(b) and 8(b), respectively, we revealed good correspondence.

Fig. 10. Measured spectral reflectance at different angles of incidence α, p-polarized wave
(a), s-polarized wave (b). Analyte is air.

in the considered wavelength range from 100 to 191 nm/RIU. The DL reaches in the best case
5.2 ×10−5 RIU. Comparing the experimental results with the theoretical ones, we confirm good
correspondence.
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Fig. 10. Measured spectral reflectance at different angles of incidence α, p-polarized wave
(a), s-polarized wave (b). Analyte is air.
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Fig. 11. Measured spectral reflectance of s-polarized wave for different weight concentrations
of ethanol in water when α = −5.5◦ (a). The resonance wavelength as a function of the
refractive index of the aqueous solution of ethanol with solid line as a fit (b).

5.2×10−5 RIU. Comparing the experimental results with the theoretical ones, we confirm good
correspondence.

In Fig. 11(a) is also shown the response related to analyte represented by 50 wt.% of ethanol in
water. The maximum depth is the result of the transformation of the guided mode to the radiation
mode (the angle of incidence is smaller than the critical angle for the external medium). Thus,
the measurement was extended to angles for which the normal component of the wavevector
in analyte is real so that the radiation mode propagates. Examples of the reflectance spectra
for s-polarized component obtained for the angle of incidence α = −2◦ (θ ≈ 61.3◦) are shown
in Fig. 12(a). It is evident that a dip with a sufficiently great depth is resolved in a wavelength
range from 680 to 730 nm and it shifts toward shorter wavelengths as the weight concentration of
ethanol diluted in water increases, and higher the concentration, the wider is the reflectance dip.
Figure 12(b) shows the corresponding resonance wavelength as a function of the refractive index
of analyte together with a linear fitting function. The sensitivity and the DL reach -169 nm/RIU
and 5.9 × 10−5 RIU, respectively. Once again, comparing the experimental results with the
theoretical ones shown in Figs. 8(b) and 8(b), respectively, we revealed good correspondence.

Fig. 11. Measured spectral reflectance of s-polarized wave for different weight concentra-
tions of ethanol in water when α = −5.5◦ (a). The resonance wavelength as a function of the
refractive index of the aqueous solution of ethanol with solid line as a fit (b).

In Fig. 11(a) is also shown the response related to analyte represented by 50 wt.% of ethanol in
water. The maximum depth is the result of the transformation of the guided mode to the radiation
mode (the angle of incidence is smaller than the critical angle for the external medium). Thus,
the measurement was extended to angles for which the normal component of the wavevector
in analyte is real so that the radiation mode propagates. Examples of the reflectance spectra
for s-polarized component obtained for the angle of incidence α = −2◦ (θ ≈ 61.3◦) are shown
in Fig. 12(a). It is evident that a dip with a sufficiently great depth is resolved in a wavelength
range from 680 to 730 nm and it shifts toward shorter wavelengths as the weight concentration
of ethanol diluted in water increases, and higher the concentration, the wider is the reflectance
dip. Figure 12(b) shows the corresponding resonance wavelength as a function of the refractive
index of analyte together with a linear fitting function. The sensitivity and the DL reach −169
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nm/RIU and 5.9 × 10−5 RIU, respectively. Once again, comparing the experimental results with
the theoretical ones shown in Figs. 8(b) and 8(b), respectively, we revealed good correspondence.
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Fig. 12. Measured spectral reflectance of s-polarized wave for different weight concentrations
of ethanol in water when α = −2◦ (a). The resonance wavelength as a function of the
refractive index of the aqueous solution of ethanol with solid line as a fit (b).

7. Conclusions

In this paper, a 1DPhC represented by a multilayer structure and used for a surface plasmon-like
sensing based on BSWs and radiation modes has been analyzed theoretically and experimentally.
The reflectance responses in the Kretschmann configuration with a coupling prism made of BK7
glass have been modeled using the results obtained from material characterization of the structure
by spectral ellipsometry. We demonstrated for p-polarized wave and a reference analyte (air) the
presence of a sharp dip associated with the BSW excitation. We also demonstrated for s-polarized
wave conversion of the guided mode to the radiation mode, or equivalently irradiation of the
enhanced electromagnetic field from the structure, with resonances comparable in magnitude
with the SPR ones. We revealed and experimentally confirmed that the guided and radiation
mode resonances are resolvable for other analytes such as aqueous solutions of ethanol in water.
The new sensing concept is supported by the measured reflectance responses of the 1DPhC in the
Kretschmann configuration, giving a constant sensitivity of -169 nm/RIU and a detection limit of
5.9×10−5 RIU, respectively.
The use of the proposed concept, which has advantages in more pronounced reflection dips

and a linear response to refractive index changes, can be extended, for example, for measuring the
phase response employing a standard phase technique [10,11] or a full ellipsometric approach [20].
In addition, the parameters of a multilayer structure can be optimized to attain better detection
limit.
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7. Conclusions

In this paper, a 1DPhC represented by a multilayer structure and used for a surface plasmon-like
sensing based on BSWs and radiation modes has been analyzed theoretically and experimentally.
The reflectance responses in the Kretschmann configuration with a coupling prism made of BK7
glass have been modeled using the results obtained from material characterization of the structure
by spectral ellipsometry. We demonstrated for p-polarized wave and a reference analyte (air) the
presence of a sharp dip associated with the BSW excitation. We also demonstrated for s-polarized
wave conversion of the guided mode to the radiation mode, or equivalently irradiation of the
enhanced electromagnetic field from the structure, with resonances comparable in magnitude
with the SPR ones. We revealed and experimentally confirmed that the guided and radiation
mode resonances are resolvable for other analytes such as aqueous solutions of ethanol in water.
The new sensing concept is supported by the measured reflectance responses of the 1DPhC in the
Kretschmann configuration, giving a constant sensitivity of −169 nm/RIU and a detection limit
of 5.9 ×10−5 RIU, respectively.
The use of the proposed concept, which has advantages in more pronounced reflection dips

and a linear response to refractive index changes, can be extended, for example, for measuring
the phase response employing a standard phase technique [10,11] or a full ellipsometric approach
[20]. In addition, the parameters of a multilayer structure can be optimized to attain better
detection limit.
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