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Studies of facial expression recognition

remitted k
 symptomatic k

 mixed
k = 4 studies; 

 mixed
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not specified k
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1032 records identified through database 
searching

60 additional records identified through other 
sources

1063 records after duplicates removed

1063 records screened 800 records excluded, without reasons specified

263 full-text articles assessed for 
eligibility

106 studies included in the review

157 full-text articles excluded:
• not patients with BD and/or relatives of BD
• URs have a current Axis 1 disorder and/or history of major illness (BD, 

schizophrenia)
• HC have a history of Axis 1 disorder
• not investigating emotional/social cognition
• not objective measures
• not a behavioural study
• not optimised for detection of behavioural differences
• Cannot find
• animal studies
• no HC group
• other languages than English
• BD diagnosis not confirmed with structural interview
• adolescents (<16)
• meeting abstract, case report, meta-analysis, review, thesis i.e. not 

published
• not peer reviewed
• duplicate

36%

20%2%

15%

27%

Included studies

Processing of emo�onal faces (41 studies)

Processing of emo�onal words, speech and pictures (23 studies)

Explicit emo�on regula�on (3 studies)

Implicit emo�on regula�on (17 studies)

Reward and punishment processing and emo�onal decision-making (31 studies)
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