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Abstract

Drinking practices across Britain are not uniform and in each locality reflect the historical,
socio-economic and cultural context unique to each specific part of the country. In South
Yorkshire, the drinking cultures that exist in the area reflect the industrial heritage of the
area, particularly the steel, rail and coal industries. The decline of traditional industries
across Britain has had a significant impact on these drinking practices as Britain has
transitioned from having an economy dominated by heavy industry to a post-industrial
economy defined by Neoliberalism. The decline of the coal industry in Doncaster in
particular has had a significant impact on the general everyday lives of people in
communities that once had economies centred around the coal industry. This impact is

reflected in the changes to drinking cultures.

This study focuses specifically on two post-mining communities in the Doncaster Borough
(Rossington and Denaby Main and Mexborough), which have faced significant change in
the socioeconomic landscape due to the decline and eventual loss of the mining industry.
Post-mining communities have been subject to significant study and analysis from an
economic regeneration aspect, but there was an identified gap in literature regarding

research that specifically focuses on drinking practices in these areas.

From a symbolic interactionist perspective, the research utilised a constructivist grounded
theory methodological approach, as gaining intimate familiarity with the research topic
was of high importance, due to criticisms of past research having the preconceived notions
or specific interests being imposed on them by the researcher. The grounded theory
methodology was initially chosen due to the advantages it has when conducting research
on under-researched topics such as attitudes to alcohol in post-mining communities.
Twenty-four participants (five from Denaby Main and Mexborough and twenty-one from
Rossington) were questioned about their attitudes to alcohol in semi-structured interviews

in the case study areas.
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This study made significant use of reflexivity as a methodological tool to put to the
forefront the complexities of conducting qualitative research. This became particularly
important in documenting the impact of the political context at the time and how this may
have impacted on how the participants engaged with the researcher (the Brexit campaign,

Brexit Referendum and the post-referendum period).

The research revealed that in both case study areas economic and cultural identities of
the past have had a significant influence in shaping drinking practices. Drinking practices
in the post-mining period have formed as a result to adapting to endogenous influences
that have drastically changed the economy in the two areas. Whilst endogenous traditions
such as maintaining closely-knit ties and respectability and sociability were emphasised
by participants to have been maintained, the function of drinking associated with the
mining industry (such as recovery) and institutions with links to the industry had declined.
This decline in both the function of drinking and of institutions such as pubs and clubs had
faced decline due to changing local socioeconomic context. Exogenous influences such as
large supermarkets, an increasing presence in both areas from national off-licence
franchises and increasing opportunities to engage in privatised leisure significantly

influenced the strategies that participants used to adapt to post-industrial Doncaster.

The study contributes to knowledge in this area by contributing knowledge of localised
drinking practices within a post-mining context in South Yorkshire although a gap may still
remain for future research regarding research into drinking practices in post-mining
communities. The research emphasises the need for researchers and policy makers that
engage in future research in communities similar to the two case study areas to engage

in reflexive practice, specifically in the current political context.
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Chapter 1: Introduction

1.1 Introduction
This thesis focuses on how attitudes to alcohol are formed in the context of individuals

from post-mining communities in the Doncaster borough. The stimulus for this study was
an informal analysis and reflection of cultural differences regarding differences in alcohol
consumption though my own experience as a Youth Worker in Kirklees and in the
Doncaster borough; the two having significant differences regardless of them both being

boroughs with industrial backgrounds.

This first chapter of the study introduces the context of the research, outlines the stimulus
of the research; outlining my interest in the chosen field of research, a brief history of my
career, and the influences of my education and practice. This introduction serves the
purpose of locating this study within the context of changing consumption landscapes in
Britain. This chapter will also aim to determine the boundaries of the research before

outlining the structure of the thesis by providing an overview of the chapters.

1.2 Background

In countries across the world alcohol is amongst one of major consumed recreational
psychoactive drugs (Baer, Singer & Susser, 2003; Plant, Single & Stockwell, 1997). Itis
one of the drugs that have the longest history of consumption by human beings. All
societies that consume alcohol invest specific cultural meanings and emotions to the
practice and there are significant cross-cultural differences in alcohol related behaviours
and attitudes (Baer, Singer & Susser, 2003). This is true in the context of alcohol in British
society as the establishment of the consumption of alcoholic drinks in Britain, such as beer,
cider and imported European wine predates the Roman Conquest of Britain in 43 AD (Plant

& Plant, 2006).

It is widely agreed amongst alcohol researchers that the effects of alcohol on individual
behaviours are related to different cultural beliefs and also social norms regarding alcohol
as opposed to the chemical actions of ethanol (The Social Issues Research Centre,

1998). Diverse and heterogeneous political, economic, social, cultural and spatial
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practices and processes all having an influence on drinking cultures (Jayne, Holloway &
Valentine, 2006). Throughout history however there have been shifts in British society
regarding attitudes towards alcohol. Most notably, the shift from pre-industrial British
attitude that alcohol was a beneficial substance to the mid-nineteenth century when the
dominant attitude was that alcohol was a substance that causes social problems (Dingwall,

2006).

Britain does not have a uniform drinking culture, but instead drinking cultures that are
determined by the historical, socio-economic and cultural contexts of the area (Holloway,
Valentine & Jayne, 2012). Traditionally working class localities however have seen a
drastic change in the drinking landscapes due to socioeconomic factors, such as the decline
of traditionally male industries like coal and steel and with drinking cultures transforming,
with a general shift from an economy reliant on production to an economy centred around
consumption. The context of working class communities’ drinking behaviours have
changed to reflect socioeconomic, political and cultural factors and conditions that these
communities experience; the demands of the workplace being a key factor (Baer, Singer
& Susser, 2003; Winlow & Hall, 2006). Declining industrial employment during the 1980s
and 1990s has had a profound effect on communities in the UK; an era of rapid social
fragmentation that changed the function leisure served for the economy (Winlow & Hall,

2006).

Regional variations are reflected in statistics that emphasise ‘public health’ concerns
regarding alcohol consumption. In the ‘2009 Health Profile’, all local authorities in
Yorkshire and the Humber report statistics that are, ‘significantly worse than the England
average’ for ‘binge drinking adults’, with Bradford as the only exception, reporting results
‘not significantly different from the England Average’ (APHO & Department of Health,
2010). Inequalities in the Yorkshire and Humber region are reported to be associated with
deprivation and social class (Harker, 2012), though populations in North Yorkshire, York

and East Riding report better health than the national average, whilst the population of
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Doncaster was identified as one of the areas suffering from relatively worse health (APHO

& Department of Health, 2010).

There have been various studies that have focused on how regional and local contexts
have affected attitudes to alcohol in post-industrial areas in the north of England, though
not in the context of post-mining communities. Holland’s (1995) study in Newcastle
focuses on how the Geordie identity constructed during the *heyday’ of industry in the area
affected the drinking attitudes of students in Newcastle’s drinking culture and the night
time economy; selectively adapting historical images and traits and combining them with
their own present experiences and realities whilst navigating conflict with the
‘locals’. Hobbs, Hadfield, Lister and Winlow (2003) in their case study of Manchester’s
night time-economy describe the alcohol industry’s presence as dating as far back as the
development of the city itself; a population placing importance on leisure activities within
the night time economy as a method of escapism from the poor conditions of the
time. Valentine, Holloway, Jayne and Knell’s (2007) research in Stoke on Trent and
Cumbria identified differences between tolerance thresholds and behavioural expectations;
drinking cultures in Stoke-on-Trent being more rooted in pottery industry practices and
work patterns as opposed to drinking cultures in Eden which were historically moderated

by individuals and close communities.

Post-mining communities have not had as much of a focus on them in research with
regards to health research in general. They are localities that have experienced “the most
contemporary example of social transformation in Britain since the Second World War”
(Bennett, Benyon and Hudson, 2000, p.1). The loss of the coal industry in areas that
relied on it left communities with immediate issues relating to health and wellbeing such
as the decline in the environment, economic disadvantage, social deprivation and poor
outcomes in health including outcomes relating to problematic drinking (Audit
Commission, 2008). It can however be argued that the health aspect of regeneration has
not been focused on as much as the economic aspect. Whilst economic regeneration is

important, a focus on health is important as “social regeneration has been the least
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successful component of regeneration in the coalfields” (Audit Commission, 2008, p.26).
The report A mine of Opportunities: Local authorities and the regeneration of the English
coalfields states that “services such as education, housing and public health were not
viewed as components of regeneration to the same extent as land-use planning and

economic development” (Audit Commission, 2008, p.69).

1.3 The stimulus of the study

This section serves to briefly explain the stimulus of the thesis; why I was initially
interested in this particular topic and what motivated me to complete this research. 1
approach this study with both personal and professional motivations in order to understand
more fully the attitudes to alcohol in post-mining communities, with a focus on the chosen
case study areas within Doncaster. The professional stimulus of this particular study is
rooted in my professional experience of the field of youth work and my experiences of
conducting research for my dissertation for my undergraduate degree in Youth and

Community Work.

Before my undergraduate studies at The University of Huddersfield, I was focused on
gaining experience in the voluntary sector to help me decide what career path I may want
to follow after studying for a foundation degree in Sound Engineering and Design at The
University of Bolton, this youth work would eventually resulted in me gaining professional
contacts at Doncaster Metropolitan Borough Council [DMBC] and these contacts helped
me secure a placement on DMBC’s volunteer programme a youth worker from 2009 to
2010. This programme called V-Talent was introduced by the New Labour government to
engage young people in volunteering. This was my first experience in the youth work
sector. The area that I was based in was in the village which I lived in; at the youth centre
in the village, which can be identified as a post-mining village. The issues that I was
frequently faced with by members of the community were mainly related to alcohol
consumption, specifically alcohol-related anti-social behaviour amongst young people in
the area. I worked voluntarily in the youth work profession at a time when the local

media and members of the community were actively voicing concerns regarding alcohol
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related anti-social behaviour in the borough. In response to this the Local Authority [LA]
with South Yorkshire Police emphasised the implementation of enforcement-based
measures to reduce alcohol related anti-social behaviour in the borough. The interventions
emphasised alcohol as a public order issue. Examples of these were implementing
cumulative impact zones within the borough and conducting operations to reduce alcohol-
related anti-social behaviour, such as Operation Alcohol; emphasising a ‘crack down’ on
underage drinkers by being more active in confiscating alcohol and making test purchases
in local shops, particularly in Doncaster town centre. The service I was based at worked
face-to-face with young people in the community and focused on providing diversionary
activities for young people. With a lack of research on my part, a lack of awareness of
relevant academic theory and experience in the field I often found myself engaging with
the prevailing discourse of colleagues in the organisation; which was the assumption that
alcohol consumption amongst young people in the area is a social problem resulting in ‘out
of control young people’ and that it is also increasingly becoming a public order issue in

the area.

After my placement experience I was fortunate to have another opportunity to enter
academic studies once again; securing funding for a first year of university studies from
the V-Talent programme after my year of placement with DMBC. With an interest in
attitudes to alcohol consumption sparked, I decided to pursue further studies in Youth and
Community Work; seeking also status as a qualified Youth Worker. Throughout my
undergraduate experience I had to go on placement which meant I gained a significant
amount of voluntary work experience with Kirklees Council as a youth worker, which later
would give me enough experience to secure paid employment as a youth worker, and I
stayed in post until 2016. In line with requirements of my course, in 2013 I then returned
to DMBC to do a year of placement. During my second time with this LA, I conducted
research in a Doncaster post-mining village that involved interviewing young people about
their drinking practices. This involved conducting both qualitative and quantitative

research. I consider this period to have had a significant influence on my present research
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as I gained more of an interest in more local issues. I found it particularly liberating to be
able to engage in discussions with young people free from the pressure of having to talk
about alcohol consumption from a public-order perspective; allowing me to gain an
increased understanding of the role that alcohol plays in the lives of young people in the
area. What I found particularly interesting was how young people would describe the
drinking culture of their village and also of the borough in general, which made me
compare this to the area to Kirklees which I was also working in as a Youth Worker; and
I found interesting similarities and differences between the two, such as both populations
in these communities viewed alcohol consumption amongst young people as an anti-social
behavioural issue but the communities generally had differing attitudes to alcohol
consumption. My insights gained from the undergraduate research made me realise that

I have a lack of awareness of the attitudes to alcohol in these communities.

On completion of my undergraduate studies, I gained a scholarship from the University of
Huddersfield and saw this as an opportunity to use my postgraduate studies to concentrate
on increasing my own understanding of attitudes towards alcohol in post-industrial
communities in the South Yorkshire area and also contribute new knowledge and
understanding to the field of qualitative alcohol research. I felt this was a part of Britain
that has been neglected with regards to qualitative alcohol research; a topic that warrants
further exploration at a level that I was unable to engage in before due to the restrictions
of studying at undergraduate level. Initially, the research intended to generally focus on
post-industrial communities in the South Yorkshire area (including the metropolitan
boroughs Doncaster, Rotherham, Barnsley and Sheffield) but became much more focused
on post-mining communities due to the diversity of each of the boroughs within the South

Yorkshire area with regards to the dominant industries of the past.

1.4 Further situating myself within the study

This section serves to situate myself as a researcher by reflecting on my cultural
background, thoughts, actions and assumptions; this section serving as part of the

reflexive strategy. Whether or not the researcher is part of the researched and shares
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experiences of the participants is important in the reflexive process (Berger, 2015).
Charmaz (2014) argues that as a researcher it is my obligation to be reflexive; both the
researcher and the participant bringing assumptions, possessing prior knowledge,
occupying a status in society they live in and expressing views and performing actions that
are influenced by their “purposes” (p.27). This is especially true regarding qualitative
research elements of this research project which sees me (the researcher) engage with
participants who live in post-mining communities and will possibly have diverse
experiences of alcohol consumption in their communities. It is important that I am open

with my own experiences and attitudes towards alcohol.

Pillow (2003) argues that researchers today have relatively more freedom to choose to
research their own communities. In the context of my own research this freedom provided
me the opportunity to conduct research that I feel passionate about in an area which I felt
was under-researched. This however brings concerns regarding how my background and
social world I inhabit will effect my practices, as Bourdieu (2003, p.282) warns against an
“explosion of narcissism sometimes verging on exhibitionism”. Being open about my own
politics is important as they have the potential to shape the research. What generated
my interest in studying attitudes to alcohol was my informal analysis of drinking
behaviours and the drinking culture in Doncaster town centre; comparing these with the
drinking behaviours and drinking culture in cities I lived in (Manchester and Leeds) during

my two periods of undergraduate study.

I can identify myself as a long-term resident of a Doncaster post-mining community
(outside of the case study areas that have been chosen). I was born in Doncaster in a
poor single parent household and brought up in the community I presently live in from
when I was a child. Due to living in the same borough as the potential participants I
initially came to the assumption that I hold the role of the ‘insider’. I also have two
members of my family that worked in a colliery in the Doncaster area, which means I am
entering the field with prior knowledge. 1 felt that this study of ‘the familiar’ offered me

three advantages that are highlighted by Padgett (2008) and Kacen and Chaitin (2006):
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an easier entry into the community being researched, a head start in the collection of
knowledge regarding the subject and an understanding of the nuanced reactions of the
participants. The ‘insider’ role in the context of research in mining communities is also an
advantage as individuals in these communities that have been researched in the past have
accused ‘outsiders’ (academics who are unfamiliar with these areas) of continually
portraying mining communities and the people who live in them “all wrong” (Warwick &
Littlejohn, p.33). In this sense I did not experience the barriers to gaining rapport and
trust that someone from outside the area would. My accent is unambiguously local to the
area and when my social dialect is taken into account can be associated with the working

class.

I do however recognise that I can and have been in my experience of living in Doncaster
still been seen as an outsider due to my racial and cultural background, perceived class
and perceived level of masculinity. Despite the fact I am a working class male who is
currently living within the Doncaster borough in a post-mining village possibly similar to
the participants I identify myself as a minority, as I am a black male with an Afro-
Caribbean background in an area that is predominantly white working-class statistically;
0.82 percent identify as black or black British whilst 96.33 percent identify as white
(Doncaster Data Observatory, n.d.). This has led me in my own experience to be seen as
an ‘outsider’ amongst many in my own community, which in the past I feel has been
exacerbated by my introverted personality and distance I have unintentionally maintained
though my lack of engagement and involvement in community activities and visits to social

drinking spaces in the area such as pubs.

The action of drinking alcohol is something I can associate with but more specifically at
family events. I was exposed to family members drinking alcohol throughout my childhood
and adolescence; alcohol being seen as a substance that aids socialisation and helps ease
tension. I can identify my drinking on certain occasions as ‘carnivalesque’. This term is
used as ‘binge drinking’ fails to capture the way in which drinking is understood and

practiced; failing to capture they key role of sociability in the drinking experience. This
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therefore like Haydock (2010) makes me sympathise with the motivations of those that
are labelled binge drinkers. I have never really associated alcohol with drunkenness and

do not associate drinking alone with negative drinking behaviours and attitudes.

Whilst the amount of alcohol I drank at occasions could be defined as ‘binge drinking’,
there was always an element of self-control; maintaining elements of sociability and also
self-control out of respect for the older generations of the family who have always been
present at these occasions. Taking this into account, my engagement in ‘carnivalesque’
drinking has always been in the context of private ‘parties’ in the form of family occasions
and special events with friends and family; the main focus of these events as well as

socialising being on food, alcohol and music.

With regards to drinking in on-trade locations I enjoy drinking in moderation for the taste
in relatively quieter and less ‘carnivalesque’ locations with friends and family in quieter
on-trade locations. I do however often attend live music events and club nights in on-
trade locations such as nightclubs and bars, though alcohol is used as an accompaniment
to compliment the central experience which is the music. My preferred locations to drink
are the more cosmopolitan drinking environments that are located in the city centres of
Leeds, Manchester and Sheffield as I find them often to be more diverse with regards to
the décor, the atmosphere, the music and the clientele; often varying with the type of bar.
I also prefer to drink spirits, wines and cocktails and find that bars in the larger
metropolitan areas cater to my preferences more. I seek new experiences with regards to

alcohol, meaning I am slightly dismissive of the relatively more mainstream drinks.

Though I understand the appeal of the traditional pub, it is an environment that I have
never actively sought to drink in; my lack of interest in real ale and the fact there is no
emotional connection to these establishments exacerbating this. This is probably due to
my upbringing and cultural background. Alcohol has always been associated from when I
was a child with party and dance culture; as a compliment to the main experiences of food
and music. There was never an event were alcohol was not accompanied by soul or reggae

music. At parties as a child while the older members of my family would drink I would be
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given the job of changing the records on the record player to keep me entertained. Though
on a personal level I associate alcohol with mostly positive attributes I am aware of the
existence of possible risks and consequences associated with hazardous alcohol
consumption as from a young age (under five years old) I have experienced loss within
the family related to alcoholism. My grandfather, who was an immigrant from Jamaica

died from due to the effects of alcoholism in his old age in the early 1990s.

I recognise the privilege I have as a university graduate and a postgraduate researcher,
which may see participants see me as a ‘middle class academic’ and also ‘the expert’,
though I also recognise the dismissal that I may experience in the area, due to the
attitudes to education that I may approach in the area. Johnson (1999) details on how
attendance was improved at the local school I attended in Doncaster that serves the large
post-mining community of Bentley. He describes a culture that devalues education as
significant number of parents with negative attitudes towards education pass on their
value system to their children. The potential uncomfortableness that people may have
with me as an academic may potentially be a barrier. What attracted me to the grounded
theory approach is the potential it has to allow me to reduce and address the assumptions
I go into in the case study area with and provide an understanding of social phenomena
that is grounded in the data collected from participants; giving the participants more of a

voice.

Reflecting on my own inconsistent attitudes and experiences with alcohol in a community
and family context have been significant influences on my viewpoint that there is no single
drinking culture and the way that individuals form certain attitudes towards alcohol is a
complex process with many influences. Reflecting on my own attitudes towards alcohol
and on the influences that have determined them reminds me how challenging it possibly
may be for participants to reflect on what has influenced how they view and consume
alcohol. It also makes me realise the importance of taking other factors into account such

as the racial and cultural backgrounds of individuals.
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1.5 The case study areas: Defining the term 'pit villages’
The colliery villages that will be focused on are settlements that fit the criteria of “pit

village”. It is important to differentiate the different types of colliery settlements that exist
in South Yorkshire as it can be identified that not all colliery settlements are the same;
each having a different origin, design and were developed in either the nineteenth or
twentieth century (Jones, 1999). Colliery villages throughout Doncaster and South
Yorkshire’s history have played an important role in shaping the landscape of these areas;
these settlements being a defining feature of South Yorkshire for at least 200 years (Jones,
1999). These are communities that have seen change on a large scale. Some of South
Yorkshire’s mining communities do not exist anymore, though many of these communities
still remain, though in most cases through regeneration efforts, newer buildings have
replaced the old original buildings that once stood (Jones, 1999). One important
determining factor on the characteristics of colliery villages was whether they were on
either the concealed coalfield or the exposed coalfield. The concealed coalfield had deeper
shafts which meant coal was buried deeper below the surface and as a result were only
sunken towards the end of the nineteenth century as technological advancements allowed
the colliery companies to do so and also that areas had to remain as distant from each
other as possible to avoid merging into each other (Jones, 1999).

In this research Jones’s (1999), definitions of five basic types of colliery settlements which
identifies and defines five types of colliery settlements based on their size, shape, age of

origin and internal design:

1. Small colliery settlements, often in the form of a single or small number of terraced
rows

2. Medium-sized colliery villages of nineteenth century origin... largely unplanned and
away from existing villages

3. Large colliery settlements in the form of small towns, with no overall plan developed
over a long period in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries around the cores of

pre-existing villages (pp.123-124)
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4. Large colliery settlements that grew up over a long period in the nineteenth
century, often with no overall plan and built away from pre-existing villages
5. Large planned colliery villages, all on the concealed coalfield, all of early twentieth

century origin.

The Doncaster borough has Colliery settlements in it that could be defined as number
three, four or five. Mexborough is defined as type three, a large colliery settlement in the
form of a small town and Denaby Main is identified as type four, a large colliery settlement
“that grew up over a long period” (Jones, 1999, pp.123-124). The majority of colliery
settlements in the Doncaster however are on the concealed coalfield and can be defined
as type five: “Large planned colliery villages, all on the concealed coalfield, all of early
twentieth century origin” (Jones, 1999, p.124). Jones (1999) mentions villages all in the
Doncaster borough such as New Edlington, New Rossington, New Bentley and Woodlands
(Jones, 1999). Pit shafts in the area were much deeper and therefore designed to cover
much larger areas, so settlements were separated from each other by a relatively larger

distance; (Jones, 1999).

1.6 Defining the term 'Carnivalesque’
Throughout this thesis the term carnivalesque is used to describe certain drinking

practices, specifically those that transgress everyday norms. The concept of the
carnivalesque differentiates everyday drinking norms from drinking occasions where these
norms have been altered. The carnivalesque refers to occasions “when everyday norms
and conventions are set aside, and the world is - for a limited period only - turned inside
out” (Haydock, 2015, p.1). The Carnival as Bakhtin (1984) identified is an occasion of
ambivalence, which reflects the reality of past and contemporary drinking practices as

these are not experienced with “celebration free from fear” (Haydock, 2016, p.1061).

The decision to use the term carnivalesque was based on the inadequacy of terms such as
‘binge’ drinking to convey the nature of specific drinking practices. The term ‘binge
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drinking” does not capture the experiences, understandings and emotions that individuals
feel when engaging in drinking practices. The term simply implies a perceived excessive
amount of alcohol consumed; what is defined as excessive dependent on the context.
‘Binge drinking’ and ‘binge drinking culture’ are concepts that are commonly referred to
within the context of alcohol policy discussions and are often used to refer to an amount
drunk or a specific drinking culture. However, as Berridge, Herring and Thom (2009)
argue ‘binge drinking’ is a confusing concept as within policy and academic contexts it has
been used to refer to a diverse range of drinking practices, from ‘heavy’ drinking sessions
by individuals who have an alcohol addiction to individuals who drink over the daily

recommended alcohol limit.

Prime Minister David Cameron’s foreword to The Government’s Alcohol Strategy (HM
Government, 2012), whilst it does not condemn what is referred to as “responsible
drinking” condemns ‘binge drinking’; highlighting it is a “serious problem” (p.2). ‘Binge
drinking’ is presented by The Government as not so much a problem that is rooted in a
“problematic substance” being available, but instead a problem of “problematic
individuals” consuming an excessive amount of a specific substance (Haydock, 2015, p.3).
What is implied is that what exists in Britain is a culture of ‘binge drinking’; this placing
emphasis on the existence of a wider culture surrounding drunkenness generating
“mayhem on” Britain’s streets, spreading “fear” in communities, and wasting resources in
Hospitals, particularly at night (HM Government, 2012, p.2). The idea of a time when it
is acceptable to engage in ‘anti-social behaviour’ such as public drunkenness has

immediate similarities with the concept of the carnivalesque.

Haydock’s use of the term carnivalesque to describe specific drinking practices and cultures
was based on Bakhtin’s (1984) ideas of carnival, which describes the occasion as a period
when “laws, prohibitions, and restrictions that determine the structure and order of
ordinary, that is noncarnival, life, are suspended” (p.122). What the term carnivalesque

also achieves better than terms such as ‘binge drinking’ is conveying how places such as
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pubs and clubs in a neoliberal economy cultivate an image of fun and escapism from
everyday norms. For Haydock’s (2016) participants the carnival was “a spectacle, with

gendered and classed dynamics” (p.1066).

The term Carnivalesque is therefore for the purpose of this research used as it is a better
concept to describe and understand specific drinking practices. It is a term that does not
carry the negative connotations that the term ‘binge drinking’ has associated with it and
recognises the “complexity and ambivalence” of contemporary British drinking cultures

(Haydock, 2016, p.1066).

1.7 Thesis structure
What chapter one aimed to do was introduce the topic and give the necessary background

knowledge regarding drinking practices within a national and regional context and
introduce the topic of drinking practices within the modern post-industrial context; giving
a short rationale of why this research will focus on post-mining communities. The terms
‘pit village’ and ‘carnivalesque’ were also defined. It has been emphasised that this
research topic was approached with both personal and professional motivations to
understand drinking practices within these particular communities; an interest in
understanding drinking practices and cultures through experiences of drinking and
experience working in the statutory youth sector whilst studying for a degree in Youth and
Community Work being important stimuluses. As part of the reflexive strategy of the
research project, the cultural background, thoughts, actions and assumptions of the
researcher were also highlighted and analysed. What was found were inconsistent
attitudes and experiences with alcohol, which further highlights that the formation of an
individual’s attitudes to alcohol is a complex process. What is particularly relevant is the
fact that the researcher resides in the Borough that the case study areas are located in
and also lives in a post-mining village similar to the areas that were studied. In the initial
processes it felt as though as a researcher the case study area was being entered as an
‘insider’, though being of Afro Caribbean decent in a predominantly working-class white
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community and engaging in what can be perceived to be different drinking practices to the
majority of Doncaster’s population arguably means having the status as ‘outsider’. A
higher education background and lack of engagement in localised drinking places also
potentially inhibiting engagement with participants and effecting how the project is

engaged with by the researcher, which is why a grounded theory approach was used.

In the following sections the study questions and aims and objectives of the research that
underpin the research will be highlighted. The following chapter will reflect the importance
of contextual factors of drinking practices within the case study areas. To successfully
gain an understanding of drinking-practices in post-mining communities an understanding

of the historical context both on a national and regional level is important.

The second chapter of the thesis will describe the historical context of post-mining
communities from both a national and regional perspective; the main aim being to describe
the extent of how the mining industry presence influenced past and present drinking
practices in these areas. Using Bulmer’s model of The Ideal Mining Community, which
recognises eight ‘typical’ characteristics, the term ‘traditional mining community’ will be
defined and also the limitations of the model with regards to describing the character of
post-mining communities in particular; from gender relations to the emergence of a new
youth culture during the 1970s. This chapter will focus on is the transition of these
communities from the mining context to the current post-mining context. As the Miner’s
Strike of 1984-85 was a particularly significant period of history with regards to this
transition, there will be a focus particularly on this. Waddington et al’s (1991) model of
Tradition and change in mining communities gives further detail how exogenous changes
such as a change from an economy that relied primarily on heavy industry to a post-
industrial service-based Neoliberal economy impacted on endogenous traditions of the
mining community. This chapter explores previous literature on mining and post-mining
communities and identifies a gap in knowledge regarding drinking practices in post-mining
communities. Research into drinking practices within post-mining communities has been
restricted by a disproportionate focus on class and economy and a problem oriented-
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approach which has been concerned with reducing and treating problems related to
‘problem drinking’. Romanticism is also argued to have been prevalent particularly in
research focusing on post-industrial drinking cultures in city and town centre
environments; emphasis on negative aspects of post-industrial drinking cultures
reproducing myths and clichés regarding ‘traditional working-class drinking’ that as a
result transform the miner into a mythical figure that never actually existed in real life.
There is a significant gap in knowledge regarding research that has a focus on drinking
practices in Doncaster’s post-mining communities that doesn’t approach the subject from
a problem-oriented, public health perspective that also takes into account the importance

of the historical context of these communities.

Chapter three goes further into detail regarding the historical context to situate the
research, but focuses on the regional, boroughwide and local contexts. This chapter gives
a general profile of the Doncaster Borough and the history of the coal industry in the area.
This chapter emphasises is the uniqueness of the wider context of the Doncaster Borough
due to the presence of the horse racing industry which has been present in Doncaster
since the eighteenth century and has had a significant impact on the drinking culture in
the area. This historical analysis identifies the transition of Doncaster from a market town,
to a racing town and eventually to a town dominated by heavy industry; coal and the
railway industry being the dominant two. As this research focuses heavily on an aspect
of culture within a South Yorkshire post-industrial community (a post-mining area), I will
highlight how culture within these post-industrial communities has often been portrayed;
in particular how popular media and journalists have portrayed these communities as
being ‘relics of a bygone era’ and in a process of renegotiation of their culture and customs
within a post-industrial context; these areas commonly being characterised by loss and
uncertainty. The local media narrative throughout history is also explored, this
emphasising the importance of studies of drinking from a more local level as whilst the

Doncaster town centre has throughout history been characterised by hedonistic drinking
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practices, drinking practices in mining communities have been characterised by

respectability.

Chapter four introduces Rossington and Denaby Main and Mexborough; the two case study
areas that are focus of this research project. This chapter aims to provide the contextual
knowledge that is necessary to understand the environment in which participants engage
in drinking practices in. Each profile will consist of a short geographic portrait of the area
describing its location and the historical context with a particular focus on the changing
presence of industry in the area from the past to the present; the focus being on the
process from being an area with a society centred around industry to the post-mining area
characterised by loss and rapid change. A short account of demographic data will also be
given for each area; each location characterised by being predominantly working-class
and less racially diverse when compared to other locations within Yorkshire and the

Humber.

Chapter five focuses on providing more detail regarding the research methodology. This
analysis of the methodological process is split into a three-stage process: (1) the initial
planning process, (2) the research methods employed and (3) the reality of the grounded
theory approach. The grounded theoretical aspect of the research process proved to be
the most challenging, so during the initial planning process Crotty’s framework for research
design was used to plan out and demystify the research process and gain a basic
understanding of designing a qualitative study as a Postgraduate student who was new to
conducting a study on this scale. What this chapter also states are the reasons behind
this research project using Charmaz’s constructivist grounded theory approach and not
the traditional Glaserian and evolved Straussian approaches to grounded theory. One of
the advantages of constructivist grounded theory is the emphasis on the importance the
researcher having an awareness of their role in the construction of the collection, selection
and interpretation of research data. What this chapter addresses is the centrality of

Pillow’s (2003) uncomfortable reflexive approach throughout the research project to
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address criticisms of past research for lacking engagement in reflexive practice and not

giving good representations of the pit villages that were the focus of their research.

The research findings will then be presented using two chapters. Chapter six will explore
the Endogenous traditions and institutions (influences from inside the community) of the
case study areas and chapter seven will go into detail regarding the exogenous changes
(influences from outside of the community) that these communities have experienced.
The endogenous traditions and institutions related to drinking practices in both case study
areas for the participants were characterized by the centrality of the mining industry in
both communities; work, family and community life all being interlinked (Rind & Jones,
2015). Highly present in these narratives of ‘decline’ is a sense of collective self as
participants created a construction the area as a lost community in response to social

change that they were faced with (Blokland, 2004).

In Chapter seven, the exogenous changes that participants highlighted will be discussed.
Exogenous economic, cultural, political and ecological influences had a significant impact
on the drinking practices of the participants. The decimation of the mining industry during
the 1980s, particularly the 1984-85 Miner’s Strike, was the event that acted as a divide
between the past and the present; forced economic transition from a relatively self-
sufficient economy to the area losing self-reliance and becoming a suburb of Doncaster
town centre. Participants characterised the post-mining era with loss. Greater access to
relatively cheaper alcohol in supermarkets and disillusionment with the post-industrial on-
trade drinking cultures both in their case study areas and in Doncaster town centre
facilitated the transition to engaging in more home-based drinking. The drinking practices
of the participants were characterized by their individualist nature, though the participants
emphasised a conservation of values associated with mining-era drinking practices,

particularly the maintenance of closely-knit ties, respectability and sociability.

Finally, in chapter ten a summary of the main findings of the research will be presented

as five key findings: an identification of an ongoing presence of parochialism in the case
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study areas reflected in post-mining drinking practices, the emphasis on the Miner’s Strike
of 1984-85 as the divider between industrial and post-industrial drinking practices, an
increasing home drinking in the case study areas, a stigma of identifying as a ‘drinker’ and
a demonization of adolescent and youth drinking that was perceived to be a threat to
endogenous traditions. As the methodological approach played a central role throughout
the research process there will be a critical reflection regarding this and an identification
of the main strengths and weaknesses of the research; the main contribution of this
research being the in-depth analysis of drinking practices specifically in post-mining

communities.

1.8 Study question and the aims and objectives of the
research

1.8.1 Research Question
This research investigates drinking practices in two post-mining communities within the

Doncaster area. What is argued is that pit-villages have undergone significant social
transformation (Bennett, Benyon and Hudson, 2000) and have transitioned from having
an economy and culture that is centred around mining to the post-industrial context which

has significantly changed the role leisure plays in these areas.

During the time conducting this research, one question that has been frequently asked is
‘what is your focus?” A question that has frequently followed this has been ‘does this
research focus on the problems of misuse within post-mining communities?’ Discourses
regarding the impact of decline in post-mining communities have had a predominant focus
on socioeconomic aspects (Benyon, Hollywood & Hudson, 1999b) and when drinking
practices in post-mining areas have been the subject of analyses they have often been
from a public health perspective; this perspective having its focus on problematic aspects
of drinking practices (Savic, Room, Mugavin, Pennay & Livingston, 2016). This approach
doesn’'t address the scope of experiences of drinking in post-mining communities;

therefore, missing an opportunity to represent the diversity of drinking practices in post-

REYNOLDS, J 22



mining communities and give visibility to those who consider themselves to engage in

‘normal’ drinking practices.

This stimulus to focus on aspects of drinking in mining communities besides problematic
aspects led my initial question to be: what are the major influences behind drinking
practices in post-mining communities in the Doncaster borough?

1.8.2 Research Aims

From initial interest in this area and engagement with literature, three aims for this study
were developed. These aims developed through an interest in the study of drinking
practices and recognising a gap in the literature regarding drinking practices specifically
in post-mining communities. One important aim is determining whether the decline of the
mining industry has influenced post-mining era drinking practices in the two case study
areas of Rossington and Denaby Main and Mexborough. What will be investigated is
whether area specific factors have impacted on drinking practices amongst the partcipants
in the chosen pit villages (case study areas). The individual experiences and characteristics
of drinking practices amongst long-term residents in the case study areas will also be

considered; this being an important aspect of the primary research.

These aims will be achieved by conducting qualitative, semi-structured interviews to gain
an insight into individual experiences of alcohol consumption in the case study areas.
Whilst the primary research aspect of this study is of significant importance, what will also
be engaged in is an analysis of the characteristics of each case study area using secondary
data to gain an understanding of the context aspects of the drinking practices of the

participants in the case study areas.
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Chapter 2: Literature review

2.1 Introduction
This chapter will discuss the literature that was identified to be relevant to the research.

It was identified from review of the literature that there is a gap in knowledge regarding
drinking practices in mining communities. Though Dennis et al. (1969), Waddington et al.
(1991) Warwick and Littlejohn (1992) and Turner et al. (2000) have discussed drinking
practices in mining communities, this was not the main focus of their study, thus drinking
practices only got a brief mention; the economic consequences of the disappearance of

the mining industry being the focus.

What this chapter aims to achieve is to demonstrate how the research compliments
these studies and address the limitations of past research, particularly with regards to
literature on drinking practices in metropolitan centres and problem-oriented alcohol
research. What the chapter will address first is literature that focuses on historical and
contextual factors so that the context that the drinking practices have formed in can be

fully understood.

2.2 The historical background of mining communities
The mining industry has played an important role throughout British history. Coal during

the industrial revolution was recognised as one of the core industries in Britain; the
industry, along with other core industries in the country, emphasised Britain’s status as
being at the forefront in the industrial revolution and also global politics (Ebke, 2018).
The coal industry supplied power to other industries. Dennis et al. (1969) referred to the
West Yorkshire area to outline this point; the areas in the county known for textiles such

as Huddersfield, Halifax and Bradford, relied heavily on the coal industry.

The coalfields were concentrated geographically in Central Scotland, South Wales, and in
Northern England and the Midlands, specifically in areas such as the North East, Yorkshire,
Derbyshire and Nottinghamshire (Philips, 2018). Coalfield communities have in the past

been characterised by their relative isolation, cohesiveness amongst those that lived in
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these communities and dominance by one industry (Bulmer, 1975; Dennis et al., 1969;
Strangleman, 2001; Warwick & Littlejohn, 1992). The areas that mining communities are
situated in, have in most cases been farming villages before the mining industry;
settlements were rapidly developed to situate a large workforce and their families
(Warwick & Littlejohn, 1992). Coal can only be extracted from where it is found and many
coalfield communities are situated a relatively long distance away from major urban
centres (Foden, Fothergill & Gore, 2014). Douglass (1990) likens pit villages to the towns

of the wild west in America; in that they are relatively isolated communities.

Established landowning families were the main beneficiaries from the discovery of coal in
what was to become ‘coalfield areas’ (Taylor, 2001). Further investment was also made
in the infrastructure such as the railways and canals to allow for easier transport of coal;
the profits from these investments allowed these families to live more affluent lives than

that were employed in the collieries that they owned (Taylor, 2001).

Many of the workers in the mining industry came from different regions of the country and
in some cases Wales, Scotland and Ireland. Although Jones (1999) identified five types
of colliery settlements that geographically differed from each other, all colliery settlements
have similarities, particularly when immigration patterns are considered. The coal mining
industry in these areas was defined by the relatively rapid process of settlement building
after the discovery and sinking of coal, rapid immigration followed due to the demand for
large workforces to work at the colliery despite the precarious nature of the job. The area
of Hemsworth in West Yorkshire is an example of an area heavily affected by immigration
and this was linked to the colliery in the village, there was a large number of migrants that
from South Staffordshire; thus “less than a third of miners” in the village were “likely to

speak with a Yorkshire accent” (Warwick & Littlejohn, 1992, p.51).

The experience of living and working in a pit village can be identified as taking the form of

a “manifest community” (Warwick & Littlejohn, 1992, p.17); the process of identities and
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consciousness being formed that is different from others that are a part of the same

society. Dual experiences are described by Warwick and Littlejohn (1992) as:

Hardness, ugliness and danger on one side, and friendliness, closeness and
solidarity on the other (p.17)
These experiences are influenced by the classed character of the areas and the social

institutions within them and separateness from similar areas.

Lockwood (1975) defined the miner as the ‘traditional proletarian’; the epitome of the
traditional working-class worker. These traditional workers are defined by the high
importance they place on occupational identity, their residence in a homogenous
occupational community and strong affiliations to trade union activities (Strangleman,
2018). Community ties are also defined as being relatively strong in ‘traditional’
communities. Burrell (2017) defines the culture of these communities as being a shared
culture based on the occupation of mining that places an importance on collectivism, trade
unionism and interpersonal relationships that reflect the dangerous nature of the job of

mining; watching “'each other’s backs" (p.456)

The leisure facilities that exist in mining communities reflect the importance these
communities placed on maintaining community cohesion and ties between colleagues. The
culture within them also reflected the insecurity and the fact that many of the people in
the area shared the same job and therefore the same risks; mainly that of danger and
financial insecurity. Dennis et al. (1969) use the word “frivolous” to describe this culture

that operates on the attitude of “giving no thought for the morrow” (p.130).

Mine owners though, prior to the establishment of these areas, had a significant influence
on the character and culture of these areas. This was due to the industry’s early
involvement in providing social and recreational facilities for the miners and their families

that had migrated from other areas of the country. Douglass (1990) states that the mine
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owners felt a need to provide these facilities due to the fears the owners of collieries had
following the actual disorder caused by miners that was prevalent in seventeenth century
mining areas. This also meant that mine owners, particularly in the South Yorkshire
coalfield, ensured that provision was made in villages for the consumption of alcohol. As
well as providing facilities where miners and their families could engage in alcohol
consumption, mine owners provided a vast range of facilities for their employees, and
Taylor (2001) stated this showed a significant degree of “moral responsibility for their
workers” (p.15). The mining companies provided education, housing, medical aid and
religious guidance (Taylor, 2001). The disadvantage to the miners of the mining company
having a significant involvement in the lives was that the workers faced loss of everything
provided by the company, for example, eviction from housing (Taylor, 2001) if they lost

their job.

2.3 The Miner’s Strike

Despite the existence of facilities for the benefit of miners and the relative loyalty miners
had to the colliery they worked at, the mining industry throughout its existence faced
significant conflict between worker and company. Major disputes include the 1926 general
strike, the 1969 strike which stopped operation temporarily at 40 per cent of collieries in
Britain and The Miners’ Strike of 1984 to 1985 (Douglass, 1990). These events are all
described by Douglass (1990) as being events when the colliery was the “chief

battleground” of class warfare (p.5).

The success of the mining industry was threatened during the 1970s and 1980s largely
due to the economic and political environment. During the period of nationalisation under
the National Coal Board [NCB] the coal market faced significant decline as demand for coal
changed and foreign coal became cheaper to import (Goodchild, 2001). An important
factor of the decline of the coal industry was also the increasing amount of political

prejudice aimed at it (Goodchild, 2001). What also happened during this period was rapid
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modernisation and restructuring of British industries and employment practices (Samuel,

1986).

During the strike period existed a frequent interplay of “self-help, sociability, hardship and
play” (Samuel, 1986, p.10). Places such as the Miners Welfare, an establishment
associated commonly with drinking culture in these communities embodies this
phenomenon. The organisation in these communities played a major role during the
strike as a place that had multiple functions. As opposed to the National Union of Miners
[NUM] headquarters in Sheffield, community places such as the Miners Welfare were seen
as being at the centre of the strike for miners and their communities (Samuel, 1986). As

Samuel (1986) states:

It was the daily port-of-call for the more active supporters of the strike... at lunch-
time it was a gigantic communal restaurant. In the evenings, the venue of benefits,
parties and 'dos’. Hardship cases were monitored there, strike relief paid out,
emergency services maintained (p.10).
The Miners’ Strike is also seen as an occasion defined by intergenerational solidarity, which
Samuel (1986) emphasises by the presence of young people during the strike in drinking
and community places associated with traditional working-class male drinking.
Temporarily bringing generations together from generation segregated drinking places;

bringing young people “from heavy metal pubs and the discos to the picket line and the

miners’ welfare” (Samuel, 1986, p.30).

As a result of the defeat the miners faced during the 1984-85 Miners’ Strike, control that
people in mining communities had of their own areas can be seen to have been taken
away; the process of community restructuring taken out of their control (Warwick &
Littlejohn, 1992). Samuel (1986) predicted that the closure of such a large employer and
industry that has a significant influence on the community would have had negative

consequences as “the closure of ‘uneconomic’ pits creates ‘uneconomic’ communities”
(p-37).
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The decline of the mining industry has shown as time progresses to have had significant
long-term consequences; Strangleman (2001) stating that as a consequence “hundreds
of occupational communities” across the country have been “wiped out” (p.253), though
it can be seen that the pit villages themselves did not disappear, but instead entered slow
decline with a slow exposure of the worst effects (Samuel, 1986). Large numbers of
people that lived in pit villages relied on the mining industry as a source of employment
and the local economies of these areas in general relied on the mining industry for survival,
therefore economic capital in these communities significantly declined. The decline of the
coalfields, as Bennett, Benyon and Hudson (2000) describe, is “a story of industrial change
and it's social and spatial consequences” (p.1). Generally, throughout Britain after the
Second World War, the social, political and industrial contexts have changed on such a
rapid scale that the states of economy, politics and society that are central to the concept
of Britishness do not resemble social realities of the 1990s and 2000s (Ebke, 2018). This
phenomenon can arguably be seen to be reflected in the everyday lives of the people that

live in post-mining communities.

Warwick and Littlejohn (1992) predicted in their study of four pit villages, that cultural
capital as well as economic capital in these communities would fade away due to the
mining industry providing employment and also a basis for political and social organisation.
The mining industry in these areas, due to the long period it has existed in these
communities, has had a major role in shaping the economies, landscape and culture
(Foden, Fothergill & Gore, 2014). In a Sheffield Hallam University report (Foden, Fothergill
& Gore, 2014) on economic and social impacts of the decline of mining across Britain, it
was found that as a result of the colliery closures “43 per cent of all neighbourhoods in the
coalfields fall into the worst 30 per cent in Britain, according to Indices of Deprivation”
(p-6). This means that post-mining communities, despite being regarded in that past for

their cohesiveness face social deprivation on a long-term scale when compared to other
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areas in Britain and also a rapid change in the cultural landscape as institutions linked to

the mining industry are eroded.

2.4 The ideal mining community and attitudes to alcohol
Industrial communities such as those associated with mining have a drinking culture

unique to other areas. The industries of iron-making and coal mining in areas are stated
by Basini (2005) as going “hand in hand” with the rapid consumption of beer amongst
male workers, as employees would go into public houses after their work shifts, specifically
to relax by consuming alcohol (p.30). Waddington et al. (2001) identified similarly the
high value placed on alcohol by men in mining communities. Dennis et al. (1969) place
emphasis on being able to handle drink as an important marker of masculinity and an

important determinant of whether an individual would be accepted in a social circle:

This is not just a matter of different levels of culture and education; miners evaluate

a man according to whether or not he is a 'good sport’ and can take a drink with

them, and he can soon join their group despite being a non-miner (p.212).
Models have been attempted to be constructed to describe the ideal mining community
and these can also be used to gain initial understandings of attitudes to alcohol from past
studies in mining communities. One of the most prominent is Bulmer’s (1975) model of
the traditional mining community. Bulmer’s model of the ideal mining community is
inspired by Dennis et al’s (1969) classic study Coal is our life with its case study of the
mining community of ‘Ashton’. Bulmer’s describes a community that looks inward with
members that have little to no contact with people outside of it (Crow & Allan, 1994). It
describes a community dominated by men where miners primarily engage in social
activities outside of the domestic environment with colleagues in drinking places such as
pubs, clubs and also outside of drinking contexts in sports groups (Waddington, Wykes &

Critcher, 1991).
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Bulmer’s model of the traditional mining community consists of eight characteristics: (1)
isolation physically and geographically; (2) dominance of the mining industry; (3) working
conditions that promote pride and cohesion among miners; (4) a community consisting of
one class with low social or geographic mobility; (5) miners engage in a majority of their
social activities with each other; (6) the female’s domain is domestic and maintain
relationships with females in the community; (7) the existence of conflict and divisions
between workers and employers which contributes to class solidarity on both sides (the
existence of unions) with power in the favour of the employers; and (8) the formation of
close-knit and connected collectivities that have a shared history and engage in social
interaction confined to the area (Warwick & Littlejohn, 1992). Turner (2000) identified
the relative isolation of pit villages as contributing to a culture of parochialism, which he

argues was endemic:

Parochialism was reflected in the lack of willingness to leave a locality and the
inward-looking nature of the community, which looked to its own to socialise, to
help when assistance was needed, to procreate. Sometimes its intensity was such
that it might be difficult for outsiders to understand (pp.170-171).
Turner (2000) emphasised the importance of understanding the parochial nature of social
networks in mining communities to understand cultural practices in these areas. While
parochialism was identified as limiting it provided assurance and security within the
community. Within the context of drinking practices, Turner (2000) identified the
phenomenon as assuring that people in community do not deviate from hegemonic

drinking practices as to break social norms meant the loss of social networks in the

community:

In a mining area, a transgression of a social norm became public knowledge... and,
in the maintenance of social discipline, ostracism, too, would play its part. Anyone
who broke the trust of the community norms might find that the community did
not want to know him (p.221)

Bulmer (1975) argued that this occupational community exists due to ‘voluntaristic’

reasons, rather than structural reasons. This reflects Engels et al. (1971) arguments
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stating that miners are an oppressed group who face defeat by the capitalist system,
despite expressing resistance through strike action. Engels portrays miners as people who
lack religious morals and engage in alcohol consumption to escape the poor working
conditions. The attitude of ‘living from day to day’ being a result of the precarious nature

of the job is summed up by Dennis et al. (1969):

In Ashton these pleasures are mainly drinking and gambling. With the former the
miner was able to escape temporarily from the consciousness of the limitations of
his way of life. With the latter, if he won a moderate sum he could spend it on
drinking to escape from his limitations in fantasy, and if he won a large sum he
could escape in fact (p.137).
Wilson (2005) suggests in his analysis of the role of the pub in Irish culture, drinking
practices and other aspects of culture merge together in these places, meaning that
identity and identification within these contexts are important. The model of the traditional
mining community suggests that that mining communities are homogenous, and this is
reflected in attitudes to alcohol and drinking practices amongst those that live in the
community. Waddington et al. (1991) also implies this by emphasising the centrality of
alcohol in masculine leisure activities in mining communities that are stated to hinge
“around self-organised activities” as opposed to drinking activities and provision provided
by the commercial and public sector. Rind and Jones (2015) also similarly suggest a
homogenous and collectively organised social structure reflected in working and living
environments and also leisure. Dennis et al. (1969) emphasises the communal nature of

the masculine drinking culture of the traditional mining community and implies

homogeneity with regards to drinking and other leisure practices:

Staying at home bores them; they prefer to have a drink or play a game of darts
with their mates in the club (p.183).

Even during periods when innovations such as bingo, television, cars and foreign holidays
started to increase in popularity the pub and club is stated to be at the centre of traditional

leisure for men who live in mining communities; the recent innovations in leisure which
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were just incorporated into this “pit lifestyle” (Waddington et al., 1991, p.101). What
Waddington et al. (1991) also use is an account given by a miner from a Yorkshire pit

village that places emphasis on the club he attends being a “drinking place”:

All they do is play cards, talk about the pit, play dominoes and drink cheap beer.
Nowt else: no strippers, no hanky-panky going off in any of the rooms. No, it’s just
a drinking place (p.101)
What Waddington (1991) suggests in the post-strike context is a balance between leisure
pursuits associated with privatised culture and leisure associated with traditional working-
class culture that was public and communal. Engagement in this ‘pit’ culture, specifically

for men that lived in the community was argued by Turner (2000) as an essential, but yet

unhealthy social ritual that guaranteed those that engage in it with a ‘healthy’ social life:

Many things in the miner’s life might not have done him much good - working in
the pit, for one thing, smoking, drinking — though most aspects of his life were
within the law. And it was a social ritual that you had to incorporate into your life

(p.197).
Moore (1974) disagrees with the suggestion that mining communities are homogenous
with regards to their drinking practices. It is argued that the model of the traditional
mining community relies on stereotypes as he states that “not all miners were beer-
drinking gamblers” (p.15). Moore’s (1974) study of miners in Country Durham identified
a community of miners with relatively conservative Methodist beliefs that actively resisted
social imagery associated with the traditional proletariat. This identified that religion was
a determining factor in differences in consciousness and trade union practices. Their
resistance towards the image of the traditional proletariat saw them attempting to become
a section of the working class seen as more respectable; seen to not be engaging in anti-
social behaviour related to excessive alcohol consumption such as drunkenness and

fighting (Crow & Allan, 1994).
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Warwick and Littlejohn (1992) support the idea that Bulmer’s traditional mining
community model relied on stereotypes that emerged from the Coal is our life study;
challenging the notion of a homogenous working-class community identity and
consciousness.  Their research identifies the existence of a local cultural capital, a
community where “history and biography have combined to create a consciousness of
skills, knowledge and sensibilities” (Warwick & Littlejohn, 1992, p.165). Key individuals
and groups in the community are involved in reproducing this cultural capital and create
different formulations and attach different shades of meaning to it and to the concept of a

mining community (Warwick & Littlejohn, 1992).

Bulmer’s (1975) model of the traditional mining community can be argued to not be
adequate to explain the “contemporary reality” (Warwick & Littlejohn, 1992, p.129) that
people living in mining communities experience; the social processes and institutions that
existed in mining communities argued to be “"more of a memory than a reality” (Warwick
& Littlejohn, 1992, p.130). Hopkins (1991) argues that during the periods of the seventies
and eighties leisure activities were still shaped predominantly by patterns that were
established in previous post-war decades, meaning that establishments such as working
men’s clubs and pubs still played a significant role in the lives of people that lived in these

areas.

Deviation from traditional routines associated with mining can be identified to have taken
place, therefore having a significant effect on the role of alcohol and individual drinking
patterns in these areas. Waddington et al. (1991) also make a similar argument,
challenging notions that the strike had a “cataclysmic effect”; implying a rapid
fragmentation of community life taken place during the post-strike period (P.174). The
change of culture in mining communities is recognised instead as a gradual process. Itis
argued that the impact of the strike varied in different elements of community life and
that to understand the strike and its impact the context of communities prior to the event

becoming more exposed to changes in wider society has to be taken into consideration.
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2.5 Gender relations in mining communities
Experiences and reflection on lifestyles associated with mining are permeated with gender

difference (Spence & Stephenson, 2007). Dennis et al. (1956) and Bulmer (1975) have
both attempted to describe the ‘ideal’” mining community in the form of describing
characteristics essential to mining communities. These studies often depicted women as
being ‘excluded’ from public economic, political and leisure activities; instead being
restricted to the domestic environment with the responsibility of maintaining the house
and servicing their families (Allen & Measham, 1994). Waddington et al. (1991) also state
that “strict role segregation” (p.28) was a societal norm in mining communities. It is
argued that the domain of men is outside of the domestic environment in drinking places
such as pubs and clubs as well as in other environments such as the garden (Waddington
et al., 1991). This domain for men is “a comfortable world, secure in its own dominance”

(Waddington et al., 1991, p.100).

Due to the dominance of men in the mining industry, gender relations in research were
often described as a result of the physical labour of men working in the pits and also their
commitments to engagement in leisure activities in pubs, clubs and sporting activities
(Allen & Measham, 1994). Bulmer (1975) describes his model of the traditional mining
community using what can be described as what can be considered ‘traditional’ gender
roles. The woman’s domain is in the home and the domain of the man is in the workplace;
the men’s world including political and economic activities, therefore men being involved
in the creation and recreation of “working-class consciousness” (Warwick & Littlejohn,

1992, p.73).

The description of gender relations in drinking spaces reflect those of women’s general
role in mining communities. The domestic environment with regards to men’s leisure is
portrayed as being relatively less important than public drinking places such as pubs and
clubs, therefore it is suggested that women and men’s leisure exists in “different spheres”

(Dennis et al., 1969, p.170). Drinking spaces in the traditional mining community were
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dominated by men, however it is stated that it was socially acceptable for women to visit
during special occasions, but accompanied by men (Dennis et al., 1969; Bulmer, 1975).
Female presence at local clubs and pubs were described by Dennis et al. (1969) to be
limited to ‘visits’ accompanied by men; women transgressing their confinement to the
domain of the home and family risking being looked down upon in the mining community.
Dennis et al. (1969) did however identify variations in attitudes towards female drinking
between different mining communities. The restrictions put on women in drinking spaces
in the mining community of Ashton is compared by Dennis et al (1969) to the more
occupationally diverse area of ‘Castletown’, where unaccompanied women in drinking

spaces in ‘Castletown’ is identified to be a relatively more common phenomenon:

No ‘'self-respecting’” young woman will go into a public house unaccompanied by
her husband or if unmarried by her fiancé. Ashton is still sufficiently small for any
woman guilty of such a misdemeanour to be made to feel the weight of public
opinion (p.202)
Warwick and Littlejohn’s (1992) research conducted in ‘Ashby’, the same area as Dennis
et al's (1969) research Coal is our life found that attitudes towards women in traditionally
male drinking spaces had changed. Women were observed to be engaging in what were
considered traditionally male activities in pubs and clubs, suggesting a shift in change in
the drinking culture from the culture Dennis et al. (1969) described due to social drinking

being observed to be more inclusive of women than previously observed (Warwick &

Littlejohn, 1992).

Allen and Measham (1994) argue against the narrative of ‘gender segregated mining
communities’ and state that gender segregation was not a main identifying characteristic
of mining communities and was not a main characteristic of any other working class or
middle-class communities; these depictions as a result failing to raise their analyses of
gender dynamics in mining communities “beyond simple caricature” (p.100). Crow and
Allan (1994) agree with Dennis et al. (1969) that mining communities were dominated by

males and as a result ensured males received significant advantages over females in the
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community, but disputes the level of involvement women had in shaping the culture and
managing their own lives. According to Crow and Allan (1994), the experiences of men
regarding occupational community structure, the growth in the trend of the home being
at the centre of leisure and unemployment “produced a corresponding invisibility in
relation to women’s experiences (p.61). “Androcentric research” in mining communities
has focused on quantifiable actions and events relating to industrial disputes, therefore
failing to understand “processes of change” that have affected women in mining
communities as changes affected women are not easily quantifiable (Allen & Measham,

1994, p.113).

In research aiming to understand women’s commitment to the miner’s strike of 1984-85
and the level of involvement in political activities it was recognised that the female
participants embraced a collective identity: an identity as a woman, a Northerner, a
member of the working class and as members of mining families and communities (Allen
& Measham, 1994). This collective identity is relatively more complex than the role of

housewife that Dennis et al. (1969) identify women as embracing.

Within the domain of the club, local male dominance was identified to be sustained through
club committee structures, giving men more of a chance of gaining elevated status “and
possibly a few free drinks” (Warwick & Littlejohn, 1992, p.80), therefore suggesting
women are permitted to participate in the drinking culture but restricted from increasing
their status beyond that of a consumer or member. Changes in the culture however were
recognised as significant to them as it elevated their status; a decline in the dominance of
mining sector meaning women could possibly compete on a relatively more equal level to
the men for employment (Warwick & Littlejohn, 1992). It was however recognised that
a declining mining industry meant a general decline in job opportunities for both genders
(Warwick & Littlejohn, 1992). Waddinton et al. (1991) state that the strategy of seeking
leisure activities outside of the locality that young people employed, particularly young

women, was a response to the restrictive role that that they had available to them; the
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high level of participation in local clubs and organisations reflecting a continuation of

traditional male dominance in leisure activities.

2.6 Exogenous and endogenous change in mining

communities
Drinking culture in mining communities can be identified as one element of a way of life

that is currently experiencing significant change. Waddington et al. (1991) and Bulmer
(1975) both suggest that mining communities have faced changes that pose significant
threat to ways of life that have been established during the existence of the mining
industry. Rather than being pushed reluctantly into a new century, the economic system
that is responsible for the development and establishment of mining communities has
experienced change on a scale that means there is significant difficulty in applying this
new economic system in these areas without the necessity of cultural change (Waddington

et al., 1991).

Bulmer (1975) argued that social change as a whole in mining communities should be
analysed with regards to exogenous change (influences from outside the community),
endogenous change (influences inside the community) and whether these function at the
level of social structure or social interaction. Waddington et al. (1991) however suggests
that these changes, that have mostly occurred during the post-war period, can be defined
simply using just the two definitions, exogenous and endogenous. Waddington et al.
(1991) applied this relatively more simplified model due to the Bulmer’s model having the
potential to be too complex. It is suggested that changes in mining communities have
operated at four levels: economic, political, geographical and cultural. Waddington et al’s
(1991) model summarises tradition and change in mining communities and differentiates
and compares exogenous changes on different levels with the endogenous traditions of

mining communities.

This model when applied to the study of attitudes to alcohol and drinking practices in
mining communities suggests influences emerging from outside of the community since

the post-war period as well as influences from inside of the community need to be taken
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into consideration when conducting an analysis. The consequences of economic, political
and cultural change inside these communities can therefore be linked to the consequences
of change that has been generally experienced by society as a whole (Waddington et al.,

1991).

Waddington et al. (1991) suggests that in post-mining communities, leisure was balanced
between the traditional forms of leisure associated with mining and privatized forms of
leisure that are relatively more home-based. Robertson, Smyth and McIntosh (2008)
however do not identify a balance and argue that a “individualism or atomization of
community” has taken place. This is described as having a significant effect on the older
residents’ understandings of community as this had diminished due to a decline in face-
to-face encounters that they perceive to be “basic constituent elements of community and

place identity” (p.57).
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Figure 1: Tradition and change in mining communities (Sourced from Waddington et al., 1991, p.178)
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2.7 Social change and youth after the 1984-85 Miners’
Strike

Despite literature existing that criticises Bulmer’s model of the traditional mining
community for not being adequate to explain social phenomenon in modern and post-
mining communities, it can be identified from literature written after the 1984-85 Miners’
Strike that these communities retained a strong sense of community, what Bulmer defines
as “close-knit and connected collectivities” (Warwick & Littlejohn, 1992). In Waddington
et al's (1991) study of three mining communities in Derbyshire, Nottinghamshire and
Yorkshire, 80 per cent of the sample from the Yorkshire mining community that was
studied expressed feelings of a “strong sense of community” (p.14). Two primary themes
and two secondary themes were identified from the participant narratives regarding sense

A\\V4

of community. The two primary themes were feelings that “'everybody knows everybody

nr

else” and the perceived “centrality of the pit and mining” in the community (Waddington
et al., 1991, p.15). The two secondary themes were a perceived “family history and
tradition within the village” and “mutual supportiveness” in the community (Waddington
et al., 1991, p.15). Social life in these communities’ post-strike were portrayed by
Waddington et al. (1991) to be continued to be influenced by tradition but at the same
time experiencing change. Within the context of the Yorkshire, Derbyshire and
Nottinghamshire coalfields, after the 1984-85 Miners’ Strike, the function of leisure in

mining communities is “sustaining the culture of mining communities” (Waddington,

Wykes & Critcher, 1991, p.103).

What is pertinent from the study by Waddington et al. (1991) are the differences between
the younger and older generations regarding engagement in local leisure activities; they
argue that the emergence of a new youth culture in these communities was a significant
factor in the generational divide regarding engagement in social activities (Waddington et
al., 1991). Within the post-mining context Waddington et al. (2001) describe the focus of
this “inter-generational conflict” as being the “threatening presence of disaffected youths

on community street corners” (p.213).
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It was by argued that "much of the pain experienced in these ex-mining communities is
pattered around generational conflict”. In an analysis of generational conflict in the mining
areas of Mansfield and the Welsh valleys of the Rhona, the Cynon and the Taff, Bennett,
Benyon and Hudson (2000) argues that a generation of ‘older people’ despite how different
they are from one another are grouped together by young people in these post-mining
areas to form an ‘other’ that they seek to differentiate themselves from by using whatever

resources are available to them.

Waddington et al. (1991) identify an apparent ‘localness’ for the majority of leisure that
older adults engage in whilst younger people travel outside of their localities to engage in
drinking activities, mainly due to perceived inadequacy of leisure provision in their areas.
This statement from a social worker in the village of ‘Yorksco’ in the research as cited by

Waddington et al. (1991) describes this phenomenon:

The middle-aged don't tend to go outside the village for entertainment or anything
like that. They don't tend to go outside the village for entertainment or anything
like that. They tend to drink within pubs and clubs in the village. It is only the
younger, eighteen-to twenty-year-olds, who do actually go outside the village

(p.103).
This arguably can be identified as a phenomenon not unique to mining communities.
Wilkinson and Wilkinson (2017), in their qualitative study of Night-Life and Young People’s
Atmospheric Mobilities involving participants aged 15 to 24 in the suburban settings of
Wythenshawe and Chorlton in Manchester, describe the nights out of young people as
“characterised by movement in, through, and beyond, drinking spaces” (p.78). A night
out in Manchester city centre for the young participants provided young people with an
escape from the aesthetic experiences that are typical of the localities they live in
(Wilkinson & Wilkinson, 2017). They created “affective atmospheres” by employing the
use of alcohol on various modes of transport available to them so that they could create

an enjoyable atmosphere for themselves and their drinking circle. The positive
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experiences and attitudes towards drinking in places not designated for drinking that the
participants held were however stated to conflict with the preference that authorities and
planners have for spaces that are heavily regulated, therefore dismissing “relational,
dynamic, and processual aspects of young people’s night-life” and perceiving their

practices as anti-social behaviour (p.92).

Millie, Jacobson, McDonald and Hough (2005) identify three narratives of anti-social
behaviour that are all rooted in understandings of social and cultural change. The two
narratives of worsening anti-social behaviour due to “social and moral decline” and
“increasing disengagement of a minority of British youth and/or their families” are argued
to be interrelated (Millie et al., 2005, p.26). The third narrative suggests a
misunderstanding of the behaviours of young people, arguing that most anti-social
behaviour can be defined as “mischief”, though identifies a changing context and
consequently has resulted in people perceiving these behaviours as anti-social and
expressing fear (Millie et al., 2005, p.26). This third narrative suggests the need for
dialogue and negotiation between generations rather than the enforcement and re-

engagement project approaches that the first and second narratives suggest.

Conflict regarding perceived levels of regulation similar to what Wilkinson and Wilkinson
(2017) describe can also be identified in literature regarding ‘traditional” working-class
drinking places, though between dominant local institutions and certain groups in these
communities. Though Wilkinson and Wilkinson (2017) identified outliers in their research
that preferred to drink in their local areas due to “slower rhythms” and a “more relaxed”
experience (p.84), young peoples’ drinking practices were portrayed to differ from their
‘adult contemporaries. Waddington et al. (1991) like Wilkinson & Wilkinson characterise
modern youth culture by the essentiality of mobility. Waddington et al. (1991) then argue
that youth culture is incompatible with the traditional mining culture associated with older
generations as youth culture has mainly exogenous influences that conflict with the

endogenous traditions of the mining community. Youth culture is emphasised to be an
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influence that in mining communities threatens the social fabric as the demands made by
young people are ones that the local culture cannot provide adequately (Waddington et
al., 1991). It was found however in a study of unemployed young people in a post-mining
community in the North East by Coffield, Borrill and Marshall (1986) that youth drinking
practices are influenced by the local culture as the masculine drinking culture is widely
exposed to them, therefore portraying the studied group of young people as following
“tradition” (p.132). This therefore suggests that while modern youth culture can be seen
as incompatible with traditional mining culture, young people’s drinking practices are still

influenced by their surroundings.

Cherrington (2012) argues that this conflict between young people and adults began
before the 1984-85 Miners’ Strike. It is suggested that young people from the 1970s
began to become disillusioned and disengaged with the clubs that dominated working class
communities, this being due to an increase in influences outside of mining communities
such as popularity in youth-oriented venues such as ‘trendier’ pubs and discotheques
during that period and also changing trends within popular culture. She states that
working men’s club culture, despite it being welcoming of ‘all ages’, was a male dominated
institution that placed an emphasis on formal and informal learning of rules and working-
class social values, particularly those associated with alcohol consumption, clubs and
fostered a culture that ensured young people and children were “seen and not heard”.
Samuel (1986) implies that “young, single miners” before the strike preferred to socialise
and consume alcohol outside of their localities in places such as “heavy metal pubs” and
“discos”; the strike being an event of discovery of community for them rather than an

expression of it (p.30).

2.8 The privatised worker and individualist consumption
The dominant narrative within academia has been that drinking practices have changed

along with the broader socioeconomic changes (Haydock, 2009a), a trend that Waddington
et al. (1991) highlights in their Tradition and change in mining communities model (Figure
1). Haydock (2009a) states, often what is emphasised is a transition from “traditional
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drinking” that is performed in mainly community places, to a relatively individualistic
drinking approach that engages the individual in constructing identities through
consumption; community existing in the form of brand loyalty created by large companies

(p.1).

A significant amount of literature focuses on individualistic alcohol consumption, though
often the consumption by young people. This literature can be identified to reflect “the
dominant city-centre geographical imaginary of problem drinking” of the 2000s (Jayne et
al., 2011, p.57). These practices are often portrayed as new and compared with
‘traditional’ drinking associated with working class communities that have close knit local
social networks. Young people, within the context of post-industrial Britain, are argued to
lack stable employment (Hobbs et al., 2003), lacking the opportunities past generations
had to develop stable identities, often associated with the dominant industries of the past.
Hall and Winlow (2005) similarly link changes in drinking practices to a changing economic
context in a post-industrial age. What is identified is a fragmentation of the traditional
working-class community due to the increasing prominence of what is defined as
“competitive individualism” which as a result causes “traditional forms of friendship and
community” to change (Hall & Winlow, 2005, p.32). Hollands (1995) also links the post-
industrial period and the consequences it has had on the household, family, workplace and
citizenship in what were traditional industrial areas to changing drinking practices,
particularly amongst young people. Government policy in the post-industrial age, also
emphasises this new role that alcohol plays in the lives of individuals as drinking is no
longer regulated with the aim of ensuring workforce productivity like it was before the
post-industrial age, instead drinking is framed as a form of consumption that benefits the

economy (Haydock, 2009a).

Academic literature has often focused on post-industrial individualistic drinking practices
emphasising the argument that young people in the post-industrial context have rejected

traditional drinking practices associated with collectivism, an obsessional focus on
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drinking, promiscuity and violence. What is identified by Haydock (2009a) however is a
more complex and nuanced relationship between individualism and post-industrial drinking
as it was identified as not being simply individualistic. The young people that engaged in
environments associated with post-industrial individualistic drinking expressed a sense of
community as opposed to embracing entirely individualistic drinking practices (Haydock,
2009a); young people expressing loyalty to drinking places that offered opportunities to
socialise with people they know. Individuals that chose to reject the idea of the
individualistic post-industrial drinker however associated with the Neoliberal economy
expressing individualistic and consumerist ideals through the expression of “ideas of the
responsible, sensible, sociable, moderate drinker familiar from government discussions of

drinking” (Haydock, 2009a, p.18).

Literature focusing on social change in mining communities describe a similar
phenomenon, the ‘rise’ of the ‘privatised worker’; these ‘workers’ and their families have
migrated into mining communities, but embrace more individualist styles of consumption.
The existence of both the private and public housing markets in mining communities
attracted individuals who entered the area with economic and social interests outside of
the colliery and community and this created tension between them and those living on the

mining estates.

Lockwood (1975) identified, the miner can be identified as a ‘traditional worker’. This
sociological concept encompasses the ‘proletarian worker’ associated with heavy industries
like mining and the relatively conservative ‘deferetial worker’ associated with non-
industrial craft jobs, agriculture and small-scale family businesses. The ‘proletarian
worker’ in particular places an importance on collectivist leisure activities rooted in
traditions of class consciousness and solidarity. The communities they reside in can be
identified to be a creation of the community members themselves and also as a product
of social structural characteristics, including isolation and development based on the

community relying on ‘one industry’ (Crow & Allan, 1994). The ‘traditional worker’
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according to Lockwood (1975) will express “pride in doing ‘men’s work’ and also expresses
“feelings of fraternity and comradeship” as a result of their shared work experiences.
Arnold (2018) similarly states that the identity of the miner is one that is defined by
production, collectivism, communal bonding and masculinity (Arnold, 2018). Dennis et
al’'s (1969) Coal is our life study and Bulmer’s (1975) model of the ideal mining community
both describe the leisure activities that populations of mining communities engage in as
reflecting their collectivist ideals. Leisure activities in these traditional communities were

collectively organised and were centred around colliery life (Rind & Jones, 2015).

These experiences and associations that traditional workers hold on to are represented in
the leisure activities they engage in, which are typically performed with other colleagues
within drinking places associated with male dominance such as clubs and pubs. This group
is also stated to lack social and geographical mobility and live in a homogenous area with

regards to class, all of which heighten cohesion in the community (Lockwood, 1975).

The ‘traditional worker’ is of significant contrast to the relatively new and more affluent
‘private worker” who is much more likely to live in diverse communities not defined by a
particular industry and work in a newer industry (Strangleman, 2018). The ‘private
worker’ is defined by Lockwood (1975) to be a “'pecuniary model’ of society” meaning that
individuals within this group perceive class divisions “in terms of differences in income and
material possessions” (p.21). Work attachments are instead perceived as functioning as a
means to an end, “having no desire to carry over into their leisure-time the atmosphere
and associations of work” (Blauner, 1960, p.351). Lockwood (1975) describes how status

systems form in privatised communities:

Whereas in the traditional proletarian community status is allocated (or more
precisely made indeterminate) through the individual’s participation in several
overlapping cliques, the status order of the housing estate is based on conspicuous
consumption, by means of which people judge their social standing relative to
others without usually associating with them in formal or informal leisure-time
activities (p.23).
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When applied to the context of the drinking place in a post-mining community, there is
considered a division between traditional and privatised communities, this implies that the
two communities have different ‘drinking lives’; the drinking places of those who associate
with the traditional community relates to drinking in public communal places and those
who associate with the privatised community drink in the domestic place. The employment
of the privatised worker is argued by Lockwood (1975) to be “socially isolating”, “socially

meaningless” and they are not in possession of strong “class consciousness”; instead have

feelings to escape from the environment (p.22).

Waddington et al. (1991) describes a relatively more complex phenomenon that describes
a balancing of tradition with social activities associated with privatised and home-based
leisure. This portrayal of working-class life analysis of working class leisure differs to those
of Dennis et al (1969) and Bulmer (1975) that all portray the lives of people in these
‘traditional communities’ as simply reflecting the traditional, male dominated working class
culture of mining. Dennis et al. (1969) however addresses the existence of television, but
however situates the club as being central in the leisure lifestyles of men in the area,
implying a division between the privatised lifestyles of women and the communal lifestyles

of men:

Even those husbands who do not do a lot of 'clubbing and pubbing’ do not pursue

many joint activities with their wives (p.183).
Waddington et al. (1991) identified that in their case study area of Yorksco the presence
of commuters who work outside of the community has contributed to a fragmentation of
the sense of community in the area. The case study areas of Yorksco and Derbyco are
described as consisting of “two separate halves”, one populated by mining families and
one populated by non-mining families that commute outside of the area to work
(Waddington et al., 1991, p.27). It can be suggested that the social context rather than
the increased economic prosperity of the privatised worker is the most important

determinant of their lifestyle (Lockwood, 1975). Cherrington (2012) addresses the change
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of social context amongst those that live in ‘traditional’ communities and reasons for their
lack of engagement with clubs, stating that family life has changed significantly as

activities that can be performed in clubs can be done elsewhere.

Owner-occupation was supported by Saunders (1990) in his book Nation of home owners,
he argues that home ownership provides an increased sense of emotional security, as well
as the development of the individual identity and people who own their own homes have
an increased likeliness to engage with clubs and organisations within the community. Crow
and Allan (1994) however highlight contradictions with this, pointing out the links that
Saunders identified regarding the association that home-owning has with a relatively more
privatised lifestyle. Furthermore, Savage, Bagnall and Longhurst (2005) completed a
study of Cheadle in Manchester, this is an area populated by “affluent middle class” that
Saunders would identify as becoming “increasingly separate” from the working classes
(p-119), but in their study it was found that there was a sense of community amongst
residents which was identified in the form of a culture of ‘neighbouring’. This ‘neighbouring
culture” was found to extend to a culture of sociability in the area, particularly for men
who socialised with others in the community who were often found to either socialise in
pubs regularly or were members of the local Conservative Club. These men, unlike those
in traditional working-class communities, worked in jobs characterised by instability and
“spatial dispersion”; commuting either to Manchester or Stockport or working on a mobile
basis (Savage et al., 2005, p.109). This neighbouring culture, unlike in traditional
communities, was characterised by the importance of boundaries; relationships that are
not too intrusive, but recognise the importance of helping neighbours in times of need

(Savage et al., 2005).

Crow and Allan (1994) present the argument that home ownership increases the likelihood
of people engaging in public leisure and they say this is because of the assumption that
home ownership gives these people higher control over everyday activities, in comparison

to tenants (Crow & Allan, 1994). Pahl (1984) identifies the advantages of home ownership
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to the individual and these relate to self-sufficiency and the realisation of individual goals,
though these individuals however are seen as becoming “increasingly isolated, politically
impotent and socially invisible” (Pahl & Wallace, 1985, p.221). Lower income households
within a community experience a restriction in options regarding leisure activities when

the phenomenon of increased privatised lifestyles is prominent (Crow & Allan, 1994).

2.9 Considering the geographic context
Due to the dominance of the medical and public health perspectives this has meant

geographic factors have been less resonant or absent in alcohol studies literature and
research. However, geographic factors, such as regional inequalities, can have an impact
on attitudes towards alcohol consumption, thus it is necessary to have an understanding
of the spaces and places where people consume alcohol. Jayne, Valentine and Holloway
(2008) state that alcohol studies research has a tendency to “under-theorize” the
importance of geographic factors and that the geographers who do take into account these
factors “fail to have a significant impact beyond the discipline of geography” (p.227). They
emphasise that researchers should consider context, location and relationships between
people and locations as they argue it is often detached from the study and seen as “less
important” (Jayne et al., 2008). A geographical aspect has always traditionally been
focused on in alcohol research but has just existed as a location or focus rather than being

a key part of research (Jayne, Valentine & Holloway, 2011).

Regional drinking practices can be identified as being based on a social performance of an
identity that can be considered associated with an “older heteronormative performance”
(Spracklen et al., 2013, p.317) of ‘traditional masculinity’ (Thurnell-Read, 2016).
Thurnell-Read (2016) states that masculinity within the context of traditional working-
class drinking is determined by whether an individual can ‘hold their drink” and not ‘lose
control’ of their behaviour and conduct. This meaning quantity of alcohol units are less
relevant than behaviour, drinking context and individual conduct as measures of safe and
sociable drinking. Jayne et al. (2011) describe relatively different drinking practices
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existing in Stoke-on-Trent; a drinking culture associated with the Pottery industry where
the Temperance Movement has had relatively less influence and one that historically has
been associated with excessive leisurely drinking. Within a ‘binge drinking’ context,
Shelton & Savell (2011) argued that variations in attitudes towards alcohol and variations
in alcohol-related behaviours were associated with regional variations in drinking. It is
suggested that “a different alcohol culture prevails in London and the south than the rest
of the country”; arguing that attempts to encourage drinking behaviours similar to those

in London on a national level may be unachievable (Shelton & Savell, 2011, p.790).

Within the context of mining communities, it can be identified that respectability with
regards to behaviour and conduct was important in drinking places in that dominated these
communities such as pubs and clubs. As well as the importance that was placed on
‘handling one’s drink’, The separation between socially accepted conduct in the pit and
“out of the pit” emphasises the importance miners placed on respectable drinking. Dennis
et al. (1969) emphasises the importance of the value of respectability in drinking places

by differentiating the behaviours and language of miners at work and in the pub:

"When they are in the pit... it is the most violent, i.e. the sexual swear words which
are used. Just as the miner does not go into a public house for a drink in his pit-
muck he does not indulge in this violent swearing 'on top’, i.e. out of the pit. When
he goes into a public house he dresses smartly and respectably, and in addition he
speaks respectably” (p.214)
Drinking behaviours can be understood as drinking with interdependence; what are
considered acceptable drinking behaviours as interpersonal and intrapersonal as it
manifests both within individuals as self-restraint and between individuals as conformity
to the expected code of respectability (Thurnell-Read, 2016) within a particular local
context. The process of self-identification as a sensible drinker is reflection on personal
behaviour and the “relational distancing from that of others” (Thurnell-Read, 2016, p.14).

Within the context of the research of Thurnell-Read, participants who were predominantly

lower-middle class, expressed a sense of working-class identity linked to the regions where
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they come from; emphasising their working-class roots and therefore their social mobility.
The participants however described their drinking as respectable by positioning themselves
against their perceptions of an implicitly “working-class, binge drinker” (Thurnell-Read,
2016, p.15); a drinker that is often associated with the hedonism of the modern Neoliberal

night-time economy of the town and city centres Plant and Plant (2009) describe.

Latham (2003, p.1714) in a study of urbanity, lifestyle and the existence of a new urban
cultural economy in Auckland, New Zealand expresses the need for local contexts to be
the focus of more detailed study within research as the relevance of local history and
relationships are often underplayed; describing the way researchers often see this
information as “idiosyncratic background noise”. Within the context of alcohol-specific
research, Jayne, Valentine and Holloway (2008) on reviewing past alcohol studies
literature that take into account geographic factors, argue issues such as context, location,
and how individuals relate to locations have been considered to be peripheral issues; a
failing that “is best exemplified by a lack of research that seeks to compare or contrast
research in different research contexts and at different spatial scales”. Research by
Valentine et al. (2007) which investigated the links between alcohol consumption and
location echoes the importance of considering geographical factors; the results of the
research identifying differences in the thresholds of tolerance and expectations of
appropriate drinking behaviours between urban Stoke-on-Trent and rural Eden in Cumbria.
There are many diverse cultures of drinking within Britain that are rooted in wider
historical, socio-economic, cultural contexts and social relations within communities

(Valentine et al., 2007; Jayne, Holloway and Valentine, 2006).

2.10 Drinking practices and emotional geographies
It is important to take into account how individuals each interact with the environment

they are in and also how they react to the consumption of alcoholic substances as the
consumption of alcohol is an activity that varies and is constructed through the diverse
practices and experiences of individuals (Jayne, Holloway & Valentine, 2006). The study
of individual factors in the formation of attitudes to alcohol consumption is important
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because individuals and social groups react differently to living and working in a city, and
urban life is underpinned by the interplay of cosmopolitanism and more localised identities”

(Jayne, Holloway & Valentine, 2006, p.465).

Emotional geographies aim to understand the experience and concept of emotions in terms
of social-spatial mediation and articulation (Bondi, Davidson & Smith, 2007). Of particular
interest to this study is of the relationship between alcohol consumption and emotional
geographies, which sees alcohol and the interplay between individual emotions and places
of consumption (Jayne et al., 2008). Jayne et al. (2008) expresses the success of this
approach at “unpacking emotional and embodied geographies in the context of broader
political, economic, social, spatial and cultural practices and processes” (pp.225-226).
This addresses concerns with geographical studies, as they often present a “world devoid
of passion” with “spaces ordered solely by rational principles” (Bondi, Davidson & Smith,
2007, p.1). Emotions are relatively difficult to define and hard to express as a result of
emotions never being surface phenomenon; geography studies as a result tend to avoid,
downplay, deny and downplay the complex emotional landscapes present in certain

phenomena (Bondi, Davidson & Smith, 2007).

Jayne et al. (2011) provides a more detailed analysis of how individual factors shape
alcohol consumption behaviours. What are units? Critical geographies of alcohol policy
criticises the effectiveness of units and other dominant medical discourses in informing
individual decisions regarding alcohol consumption. It was found cultural and inter-group
norms as well as peers, expectations, environmental factors and embodied feelings guide
individual alcohol consumption. Jayne et al. (2011) emphasise the advantages of engaging
with the “interpenetration of individual and collective emotional and embodied experiences
of alcohol” (p.835). It is stated that the advantages of taking into account embodied
emotions can help understand how alcohol consumption interacts with: embodied

identities (such as age and ethnicity), emotional and embodied states (such as hunger,
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sadness and excitement), neurological responses to alcohol, the social mix, the personal
interactions, the atmosphere (such as sounds, moods and feelings), the interaction with
non-human materialities and environmental factors (such as the layout of venues or public

spaces) (Jayne et al., 2011).

Emotions are argued by Hubbard (2007) to be distinct from long-term attitudes,
preferences or feelings regarding the environment. Emotions are both a state of mind and
also a physical experience, but “encounters between the self and the world elicit a strong
affective reaction which is emergent rather than a pre-given” (Hubbard, 2007, p.121).
Individuals construct their sense of self by managing their emotions; sociocultural
circumstances dictating and in certain circumstances restricting how they as a member of
a specific social group should manage them (Hubbard, 2007). An example of this in
certain societies men are told to repress their emotions that are associated with
vulnerability and encouraged to react differently than to how a woman would (Hubbard,

2007).

In Hubbard’s (2007) study of emotion and embodiment in the night-time economy it was
found that decisions of where to drink were determined by the individual’s understanding
of the level of emotional management might be needed for them to cope in that setting.
The tendency for individuals to characterise city centre drinking spaces as “exuberant,
lively and crowded” (p.127) was found to be common meant that city centre drinking
spaces were associated with less civilised encounters, whilst out-of-town venues were
associated with relaxation and casual ambience. For individuals preferring out-of-town
drinking spaces it meant being able to adopt a mode of “civil inattention” meaning they
could adopt emotional management strategies “not so different than those associated with
sites of consumption and sociality during the daytime” (Hubbard, 2007, p.130). It was
therefore concluded that city centre and out-of-town sites were associated with different

methods and forms of emotional management (Hubbard, 2007).
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This study of Hubbard (2007) does not focus on the role alcohol itself plays as well as the
drinking space. Philo, Parr and Burns (2002) in their study of Alcohol and mental health
in rural Highland communities in Scotland find that alcohol is ingrained into community
life, playing an important role in maintaining social relations and as a substitute to
unavailable leisure opportunities. Alcohol, particularly whiskey, was also seen to be highly
symbolic of the Highlands and associated with relaxation, reward, coping strategies and
both isolation and belonging; concluding that alcohol consumption in the area is “intimately
bound up with broader historical, social, economic and cultural specificity of the Highlands”
(Philo et al., 2002, p.18). The research describes how geographies of drinking are
gendered with male drinking more likely to take place in public spaces whilst female
drinking was predominantly in the private space; inequalities in alcohol consumption
playing role in wider inequalities between genders in the area. The study also identified
differences in how participants perceive the drinking culture. Participants who immigrated
into the area from elsewhere not only seen the drinking culture from the context of the
Highlands, but as examples of the wider cultures of drinking in the country; comparing

attitudes towards alcohol in England with those of Scotland (Philo et al., 2002).

In the context of Northern England, Spracklen, Laurencic and Kenyon (2013) identified
alcoholic drinks recognised as real-ale to be markers of masculinity in northern England;
markers that are situated within British cultural norms that identify male drinking as the
norm and female drinking as an increasing societal problem. Real-ale was seen to be
deeply embedded in working class popular culture and particularly in northern areas such
as Lancashire and Yorkshire was seen to have strong associations with masculinity. Real-
ale provided a means for the participants to express emotions of pride in their localities
and navigate these areas with more positive portrayals of the area as “real-ale tourists”

(Spracklen, Laurencic & Kenyon, 2013, p.312).
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It is important to consider how individuals are affected by their emotional experiences,
especially in the context of alcohol consumption as alcohol is often used in drinking spaces
and also the domestic domain as a means of release and to strengthen social bonds (Philo
et al., 2002). Whilst Hubbard (2007) focuses on how sociocultural norms dictate how
individuals choose to engage with certain drinking spaces, Philo et al. (2007) focus on
analysing why certain individuals in a community choose not to transgress cultural norms
regarding emotional expression and the role alcohol plays in that. There have been
however few academic studies that take into consideration the relative appeal of both town
centre and out of town leisure appeal to a range of people without going into the

stereotypical portrayal of “lager louts” (Hubbard, 2007, p.119).

As Jayne et al. (2008) states, understanding the emotional experiences of research
participants can allow a greater understanding of how they make sense of drinking spaces
and manage their emotions. Areas suggested for to include in studies of emotional
geographies include “the relationships between excitement, anticipation, apprehension,
affection and sociability bound up with drinking, performativity and national, regional and
local and identities” (Jayne et al., 2008, p.226). In the context of post-mining
communities taking into account the local context when discussing emotional geographies
is important as kinship networks, memories of past individual and collaborative efforts to
achieve social justice and local institutions are important social and cultural resources in

post-mining areas (Warwick & Littlejohn, 1992).

REYNOLDS, J 56



2.11 Attitudes to alcohol, public space and the night time

economy
There is literature on alcohol consumption that takes into account the geographic factors

focusing on drinking, public space and the night-time economy from an urban-planning
and local governance perspective; research that has had a significant presence in alcohol
studies (Chew, 2009; Jayne et al., 2008). This research engages with geographic factors
and considers how alcohol consumption, public spaces and the night-time economy (Jayne

et al., 2008).

The research has had a significant focus on binge drinking; research that has built on
concerns of the 1980s regarding people labelled as ‘lager louts’ (Measham and Brain,
1980; Thurnell-Read, 2017). This literature focuses primarily on drinking in city centres
and authors argue that the increased corporatisation of the night time economy has had
a role in sustaining the attitudes to alcohol that young people in particular have
(Chatterton & Hollands, 2003; Winlow & Hall, 2006; Plant & Plant, 2006; Hobbs, Hadfield,
Lister & Winlow, 2005). This literature has a significant focus on young people and women
who engage in urban drinking; identifying them as individuals who are the perpetrators of

anti-social behaviours, the most at-risk and the exploited.

Whilst Plant and Plant (2006) emphasise the role of policy in the formation of attitudes,
Chatterton and Hollands (2003) portray a similar image of the night time economy but
focus on the impact that post-industrial restructuring and the increasing corporatisation of
nightlife spaces has on alcohol consumption. Three types of night-time economy spaces
are defined: the mainstream, residual and alternative (Chatterton & Hollands, 2003). It
is argued that while mainstream spaces become more cosmopolitan, gain favour over
other alcohol consumption spaces by local governments, they are also becoming much
more standardised. Alternative spaces like owner-operated clubs, bars, music venues and

residual nightlife spaces, such as traditional pubs and alehouses, are becoming more
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marginalised as a result of local government hoping to use mainstream spaces to revitalise
the local economies. Localised spaces are seen as catering to ‘rougher’ clientele. It is
implied that these spaces reflect the attitudes to alcohol that the young people engaging
with them have and reflect also their motivations for engaging with these spaces; “young
adults make their own nightlife, but not under conditions of their own choosing”
(Chatterton & Hollands, 2003, p.8). Whilst alternative and residual spaces are depicted
as spaces for genuine relationships and authentic cultural expression, mainstream spaces
that dominate night-time economies are depicted as hedonistic and superficial spaces,
which is similar to Plant and Plant’s (2006) description of these spaces. Young people’s
drinking is often associated with fun and hedonism in comparison with traditional drinking
in pubs and alehouses where drinking above ones limit is frowned upon (Chatterton &

Hollands, 2003; Winlow & Hall, 2006).

Winlow and Hall (2006), similar to Chatterton and Hollands (2003), focus on consumerism
and the transformation of communities from having economies relying on production to
economies relying on consumption; these impacting on youth drinking cultures and the
spaces where cultural activities take part. It is argued that work has lost meaning beyond
providing a means to consume and that class identities are now relatively more unstable,
which means friendships based on drinking are less close and are just a means to an end;
alcohol consumption losing the function it did before the decline of industries such as

manufacturing and mining.

Hobbs, Hadfield, Lister and Winlow (2005) in Bouncers: violence and governance in the
night-time economy are relatively more specific in the geographical location they are
analysing as they present a case study of Manchester’s night-time economy and go further
in depth in discussing the political, economy and historical context regarding alcohol
consumption and the night-time economy in Manchester city centre and the implications

these have on alcohol related disorder and violence. Similar to Chatterton and Hollands
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(2003) and Winlow and Hall (2006) the night-time economy in contemporary post-
industrial Manchester is portrayed as been transformed into a central aspect of the local
economy; a city that has gone from relying on the textile industry to one that relies on
the consumption of leisure (Hobbs et al., 2005). It is emphasised that alcohol consumption
for Mancunians is associated with fun, hedonism and escapism and that “commercial night
time leisure and its associated problems of crime and disorder have played a key role in
the creation, maintenance and reproduction” of "Mancunian mythologies” (Hobbs et al.,

2005).

These analyses however can be criticised as unfairly depicting urban drinking areas as
“drinking ghettos” where young people engage in violent behaviours due to excessive
alcohol consumption (Jayne, Holloway & Valentine, 2006, p.256). The research makes
assumptions about individual motivations, therefore not taking into account that drinking
activities are varied, take place in a diverse range of environments and are constructed
through diverse practices and experiences (Jayne, Holloway & Valentine, 2006). Plant and
Plant (2006) negatively portray youth drinking; portraying youth drinking cultures as
uniform and thus not taking into consideration the possibility of the existence of unique

localised drinking cultures.

Another disadvantage of this research has been the lack of focus on unique local contexts,
which has resulted in the reproduction of uniform drinking landscapes which ignores the
distinctiveness of different localities and thus reproduces the same landscapes. Jayne,
Holloway and Valentine (2006) argue that while there has been a rapid increase in
standardisation through post-industrial regeneration in different cities, with certain motifs
being regenerated and becoming dominant, pre-existing drinking landscapes and lifestyles
in areas have interacted with the ones brought by regeneration and gentrification;
suggesting that there has been a relatively complex relationship between alcohol

consumption and the regeneration of drinking spaces.
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2.12 The limitations of the previous studies in the
context of attitudes to alcohol in post-mining
communities: gaps in knowledge

2.12.1 The metropolitan centres and declining post-industrial

areas
The majority of debate and research has focused on attitudes to alcohol consumption on

a national level and has lacked focus on studying the phenomenon of attitudes to alcohol
consumption from a regional and local perspective and there has also been limited analysis
on possible regional variations (Garresten & Goor, 2006). Drinking cultures are not
uniform, but unique to each locality and are “complexly embedded in wider historical,

socio-economic and cultural contexts” (Valentine et al., 2007, p.73).

In general, a significant amount of discourses of mining communities have made an effort
to “homogenise the experiences of the mining industry” (Strangleman, 2018, p.23).
Strangleman (2018) links this issue to the desires of politicians, media commentators and
some academics to disregard the differences between communities and also inside
communities so that identifiable tropes can be recognised and pandered to. Though the
identification of mining communities as typical models of a traditional working-class
settlement or as an example of a typical isolated ‘one-industry’ community is argued to
have been legitimate within the context of early discourses, there are significant issues
that come with assuming these models to be reflective of real mining communities
(Strangleman, 2018). This homogenisation arguably extends into discourses regarding

attitudes to alcohol in these communities.

Literature on alcohol, when authors consider the local context have often focused on
localities which Chatterton and Hollands (2002, p.98) identify as the “metropolitan
centres” and what Tickell (1996) classifies as regional financial centres. These are cities
which night time economies “have benefitted from the spoils of professional and business
service decentralisation”, undergoing processes of corporatisation and gentrification in the

leisure and entertainment industries (Chatterton & Hollands, 2002, p.98). Northern cities
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such as Leeds, Manchester and Newcastle are all identified as being dominant economies
(Chatterton & Hollands, 2002; Tickell, 1996). Dutton (2002) in Leeds Calling: The
influence of London on the gentrification of regional cities focuses on The Calls area of
inner city Leeds and identifies a middle class, transitory population of professionals and
managerial workers with relatively higher disposable incomes; a part of the population
whose consumption practices are heavily relied on by the local economy. The growth of
metropolitan centres is significantly different to post-mining communities which are
identified as being at a larger economic disadvantage exacerbated by inadequate
infrastructure and isolation due to geographic location of these areas (Audit Commission,

2008).

Alcohol research in localised contexts, regardless of whether the context is a metropolitan
centre or not, has often been restricted when the categories of areas most frequently
researched are taken into consideration. Research focuses on two extremes which besides
the home, are densely populated cities and relatively lower populated rural areas. When
researching attitudes to alcohol that exist in post-mining communities in the Doncaster
borough, based on existing research such as Jayne et al’s. (2011) study of North
Staffordshire and Cumbria, alone would ignore the unique cultures that existed in working
class areas as, especially in the case of North Staffordshire the impact of the pottery
industry in the context of attitudes to alcohol, area was of significant importance. This
indicates there is a limited focus on areas that do not fit these categories such as post-

mining communities in Doncaster.

Using existing research that explains attitudes to alcohol within either the context of urban
or rural is problematic, as post-mining communities cannot be strictly defined as either
one of the extremes; urban assuming high density and rural assuming low density. Post-
mining communities are defined by Bennett, Benyon and Hudson (2000) as neither rural
nor urban areas; one main factor in the uniqueness of post-mining communities being a

change in categorisation to ‘rural’ districts from the original nomenclature ‘urban’ districts
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due to the pace and intensity of the decline of the coal industry’s decline. This is due to
the decline of industrial employment and also the removal of industrial landscapes which
dominated these localities and also other services particularly in leisure and health that

were connected to or reliant on the mining industry (Bennett, Benyon & Hudson, 2000).

The removal of industrial landscapes and the removal and landscaping of mines and slag
heaps, despite giving post-mining areas a relatively more attractive look, has had a
considerable impact on the health and wellbeing of these communities (Bennett, Benyon
& Hudson, 2000). Rind and Jones (2015) emphasised the unique situation that post-
mining areas face in comparison to other post-industrial areas; the socioeconomic
conditions and other factors related to the mining past creating significantly worse

complications that these areas.

The loss of the coal industry in areas that relied on it left communities with immediate
issues relating to health and wellbeing, such as the decline in the environment, economic
disadvantage, social deprivation and poor outcomes in health (Audit Commission,
2008). It can however be argued that the health aspect of regeneration has not been
focused on as much as the economic aspect. Whilst economic regeneration is important,
a focus on health is important as “social regeneration has been the least successful
component of regeneration in the coalfields” (Audit Commission, 2008, p.26). The report
A mine of Opportunities: Local authorities and the regeneration of the English coalfields
states that “services such as education, housing and public health were not viewed as
components of regeneration to the same extent as land-use planning and economic
development” (Audit Commission, 2008, p.69). The lack of focus on health is reflected
also in academic research which has a significant focus on the economic impact of the loss

of the mining industry.

Past studies have also identified a transition from a labour market dominated by men to a

labour market dominated by traditionally feminine professions and industries (Valentine,
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Holloway, Jayne & Knell, 2007). Relatively recent studies, like those of Winlow and Hall
(2006), identify the emergence of a relatively new post-1980s ‘rave scene’ drinking culture
based on consumption that is often contrasted with the more ‘traditional’ drinking culture
which was based on working class masculinity, geographically-based concepts of
community and the workplace. These studies often focus on the role that government
policies on both a local and national level regarding planning and licensing in city centres
and the influence consumerism has on government policy; identifying city and town
centres as the primary locations for consumption and focusing how these affect the
drinking of people on a broad level.

2.12.2 The focus on class and economy

Despite the lack of attention the topic of alcohol within the context of post-mining
communities has had, these areas have been of significant interest outside the field of
alcohol research. As Strangleman (2001) has stated, mining communities have had a
significant amount of attention to them within the context of sociological discussions
regarding class and place. Dennis et al. (1969), Bulmer (1978) and Warwick and Littlejohn
(1992) have all provided an analysis of class and place within the context of mining

communities.

Within the context of these areas post-decline of the mining industry, analysis has been
conducted from different angles: the economic history angle that focuses on shifts in the
British economy from macroeconomic and institutional perspectives and the social and
cultural history perspective that utilises historical data to focus on analysis of how the

decline of the mining industry has impacted on specific communities (Ebke, 2018).

The Miners’ Strike of 1984/85 has received significant academic analysis due to its impact
on the political landscape in Britain and the communities where the strike taken place
(Ebke, 2018). Williams (2009) has provided an analysis of the impact of the Miners’ Strike
on the political landscape and the impact that utilisation of the national news media by the

Thatcher Government has had in post-mining areas. Douglass (1990) described events
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that he personally witnessed at Orgreave involving Doncaster miners from Hatfield and
Armthorpe and the police as “class warfare”; emphasising the extent of the violence that
was witnessed during the event. Ebke (2018) meanwhile focuses on how the coal
industry’s decline and disappearance from the British Landscape has impacted on
discourses and cultural narratives regarding Britain as a nation and a society. Mining in
Britain is identified as a political symbol; its use by the Conservatives under Thatcher, Old
Labour and New Labour being to symbolise outdated and therefore disappearing lifestyles

and political orientations (Ebke, 2018).

In comparison, issues of health in post-mining communities in relation to the wider issues
of regenerating these communities, have had a lack of attention on the regeneration
agenda in favour of the economic aspects of regeneration, such as increasing employment
and investment in aesthetic improvements (Shucksmith, Carlebach, Riva, Curtis, Hunter,
Blackman, & Hudson, 2010; Benyon, Hollywood & Hudson, 1999b; Audit Commission,

2008).

Where the health factors have been considered these have been either analysed the ‘issue’
of health in post-mining communities in general terms, studied aspects of health other
than alcohol or combined drugs and alcohol together within the context of substance
misuse. The report Health Inequalities in Ex-Coalfeld / Industrial Communities
(Shucksmith et al., 2010) provides a generalised overview of health in post-mining
communities and due to this generalised overview the diversity of communities that make
up the coalfields across Britain are not taken into consideration. Alcohol is stated as a
concern along with smoking, nutrition, physical activity and drug use, though drinking is
framed within a misuse context; implying a focus on drinkers at the extremes of the

consumption spectrum.

Benyon, Hollywood and Hudson (1999b) again include alcohol consumption among other

aspects of health, though provide local context to their research; using the Cynon Valley,
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Easington, Mansfield and St.Helens as case study areas. The study however focuses on
ex-miners in particular and the historic association these communities have had with ill
health and argues that rather than the decline of mining eradicating issues of ill health has
exacerbated these problems. Particular attention is paid to analysing alcohol from a public
health and misuse perspective, though identifies possible variations amongst the areas
regarding attitudes to alcohol; acknowledging St.Helens as possibly having a considerable
cultural acceptance of alcohol misuse compared to the other case study areas (Benyon,

Hollywood & Hudson, 1999b).

Rind and Jones (2015), in their study of post-mining communities in the Durham and
Northumberland coalfields, link the factors that impact the engagement of individuals in
these communities in physical activity; considering the historical context and the setting
of the North-East coalfields. Despite Rind and Jones’s (2015) study being in the context
of physical activity it places importance on the attitudes and beliefs rooted in the industrial
past of these areas and urges consideration of socio-cultural histories and socio-economic
realities of post-mining areas.

2.12.3 The problem-oriented approach and drinking cultures

One issue that can be identified in past literature that has documented attitudes to alcohol
in post-mining communities (and also research conducted during periods when the mines
was active) has been the employment of the problem-oriented approach; an approach
concerned with treating and preventing alcohol consumption that can be identified as

deviant and problematic or research that identifies solely problematic consumption.

An increasing amount of alcohol studies in academia, specifically regarding the study of
drinking cultures is driven by policy discourses, which aim to intervene and change what
is viewed as a problematic drinking culture (Savic et al., 2016). This public health
approach is described by Savic et al. (2016) as being “concerned with the description,

prevention and alleviation of health and social problems” associated with alcohol (p.270).
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A focus on alcohol consumption and problems related to alcohol isolates these two
phenomena from other factors that influence drinking cultures and this focus also does not

address the many different dimensions of drinking cultures (Savic et al., 2016).

The research of Shucksmith et al. (2010), Hollywood, Benyon and Hudson (1999) all frame
alcohol consumption with the problem-oriented or problem identification approach. Bacon
(1973) argues that this approach reflects past dominant discourses; the negative image
of drinking emphasised by the temperance movement and the disease concept associated
with the medical profession. The problem-oriented perspective gives disproportionate
attention to a minority of drinkers who engage in problematic drinking whilst the drinking
practices of people outside of this group with drinking practices identified as ‘normal’
receive less attention from academia (Bacon, 1943, 1973; Heath, 1987). Whilst there is
a significant issue in problematic drinking receiving significant attention in policy and
academic discourses, there is still a need to highlight harmful practices, but whilst doing
so abandoning the use of ambiguous terminology such as ‘binge drinking’. Valentine et
al. (2007) identified the need to address “drinking to excess” but emphasised the need to
abandon the term ‘binge drinking’ and to use other terms to describe practices that can
be potentially harmful (p.71). The ‘binge drinking’ narrative within policy discourses
identifies that drinking culture needs to change due to the negative impact it has on society
as a whole, but due to the ambiguity of the term *binge drinking’ a significant challenge is

addressing what is required to change (Savic et al., 2016).

Though there is a gap in knowledge regarding alcohol studies in post-mining communities,
criticism of sociological studies of mining communities from people who live within them
argue that researchers often get their communities ‘wrong’; portraying the drinking
practices of these communities as social problems and suggesting “a failure in the local
culture” (Warwick & Littlejohn, 1992, p.24). An example of this is the study Coal is Our

Life, which is criticised by Warwick and Littlejohn (1992). The study only explains leisure
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in mining communities using two categories of social influence which are (a) the mining
industry and the functions associated with it, and (b) the development of a local culture in
the context of a dangerous industry. The Coal is our Life study portrays the drinking
culture of the majority of people in mining communities as problematic; the consumption
of alcohol portrayed as a frivolous pleasure going ‘*hand in hand’ with gambling that serves
the function of escapism (Warwick & Littlejohn, 1992). Heath (1987) emphasises the
dangers of misinterpreting normative behaviours as deviant; arguing that habitual drinking
is wrongly on in a lot of cases associated with problematic drinking and behaviours
associated with it.

2.12.4 The 'romanticising’ of miners and mining culture

Outside of the ‘problematic’ discourse is a romanticising of the miner, the culture that is
associated with the mining industry and the communities that the mining industry had a
presence in. Where positive representations of miners have been present they have often
been portrayed miners as “talismanic figures” (Strangleman, 2008, p.23). Harrison (1979)
recognised “a long-standing tradition” of miners being portrayed as “the original and
quintessential proletarian” (p.2). The mining community throughout their existence have
been subject to "mythologizing”; the dominant image of the mining community being of
tight-knit and cohesive communities that were relatively class conscious (Gilbert, 1995,
p.47). This dominant image of the mining community is argued by Gilbert (1995) as
becoming fixed in the political and cultural landscape and that those across the political

spectrum benefit:

There is political capital to be made for both left and right in a construction of
mining communities as archetypal working-class industrial communities. The
archetypal mining community can stand for a lost moral order: for a time and a
place when working-class people respected each other and each others' property,
when back doors were always open, help always forthcoming for those in need,
and full attendance at local chapels or union meetings always guaranteed. The
archetypal mining community can also stand for a lost political order: an
egalitarian, self-consciously working-class local society, radical in political outlook,
and disciplined and determined in strikes or when threatened (p.49)
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The problem of the ideal-type miner and the ideal mining community is that it results in
what Ackers (1996) identifies as “romantic historicism”; perpetuating stereotypes that “in
reality” existed “barely anywhere” (p.162). Although analyses of drinking practices
amongst miners such as that of Dennis et al. (1969) portrayed their drinking practices as
problematic and reflecting the precarious nature of their job, the portrayal of the drinking
culture as reflecting the positive values of collectivism, class solidarity and interpersonal
relationships based on mutual support. This does not emphasise that communities are
“sites of contestation” (Gilbert, 1995, p.52). As Bourke states, the focus on ‘community’
does not address the existence of minority groups and the individual, and generalisations
regarding working-class communities provide “no mechanism by which we can know who

at any one time belongs or does not belong” (p.123).

This romanticism of working-class drinking can also be identified in relatively modern
analyses of drinking practices, again specifically in “the dominant city-centre geographical
imagery of problem drinking” of the 2000s (Jayne et al., 2011, p.57). Whilst city centre
drinking amongst young people is looked down upon as problematic, traditional working-
class drinking practices that can be identified with the mining industry are implied to be
less problematic within the context of the increasing prominence of drinking practices
associated with neo-liberalism. Hall and Winlow (2005) define social activities of the
traditional working class such as drinking being underpinned by “long-term mutuality,
reciprocity and loyalty” whereas modern drinking practices outside of traditional working-
class communities associated with young people are defined negatively as being
underpinned by the “neo-liberal ethos of self-interest” (p.34). Chatterton and Hollands
(2003) research into young people and nightlife also similar to that of Hall and Winlow
(2005) reproduces clichés and stereotypes regarding the night time spaces they were
researching, though this can be identified as existing due to the lack of critique aimed at
participants that were defined as the “more bohemian interviewees and academic

‘experts’ (Grazian, 2004, p.268). The alternative nightlife spaces were described as
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places where more authentic culture, genuine relationships and diversity. The lack of
criticism as a result increased the romanticisation of the alternative spaces and therefore
reproducing what Grazian (2004) described as “a set of tired myths and clichés regarding

urban bohemia that come off with some frequency as naive” (p.268).

Strangleman (2008), Ackers (1996) and Harrison (1979) instead advocate for an approach
grounded in reality that addresses the complexity of identities that exist in mining
communities. Analyses that avoid romanticised and “one-dimensional characterisations
of mining communities” and addresses the diversity within them, therefore giving a voice
to the “absent, less powerful and marginalised” (Gilbert, 1995, p.53). Within the context
of drinking practices, like Valentine, Holloway, Jayne and Knell (2007) argue, research
needs to consider that within communities that are studied there are a range of drinking

practices that contribute benefits and problems to the lives of people that live there.

2.13 Rationale behind research in post-mining

communities in Doncaster
Post-mining communities provide an interesting contrast with previous research on other

urban areas in the North of England; research that has focused often on post-industrial
cities in Yorkshire such as Leeds and Sheffield that have status as ‘regional capitals’ and
have a large student population, relatively larger number of middle-class professionals and
a relatively bigger number of private sector investment. Taking these points into account,
the wider setting of the Doncaster borough is particularly interesting and demands analysis
as whilst it is often defined in academic research, local research and in the media as a
post-industrial borough has throughout the majority of its existence relied on the leisure,
hospitality and sports sectors which still play a considerable role in the borough’s economy.
The industrial revolution had a relatively less significant impact on Doncaster than it did
in nearby Barnsley (which had collieries, colliery settlements and villages established in

the nineteenth century) and in other towns in Yorkshire known mainly for the textiles
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industry such as Huddersfield, Halifax, Hebden Bridge and Todmorden. Doncaster was
initially a market town that played significant importance as a stopping point for coaches
and wagons. It was later established by the middle of the eighteenth century as an
important centre for horse racing; as a result the hospitality industry having a more
prominent presence in the town along with businesses such as inns and facilities built by

Doncaster Corporation to entertain people with high status and influence (Manby, 1980).

Industry has played an important role in shaping drinking cultures that exist in Doncaster.
It is important to differentiate Doncaster town centre from the post-mining villages that
the Doncaster borough contains as Doncaster as a whole was not only just reliant on the
coal industry. Dominant industries in the area such as the leisure industry (horse racing),
mining and the railway shaped drinking cultures in the areas where they were the
dominant employer. Drinking institutions in the mining villages have historically had a
strong link with the mining industry whilst drinking in the town centre has a strong history
associated with the leisure industry. These mining villages in what can be defined now as
within the Doncaster borough were established in the twentieth century designed with
consideration to the mining industry of the time. Many were later extended due to further
domestic immigration. These were villages built for the purpose of housing miners, their
families, their children and others such as those working at institutions and amenities such
as food shops, etc. In the case of some mining villages, space was purposely made by
developers for the provision of drinking facilities. The brewery companies on obtaining
their license to sell alcohol would also have a further role in investing in the area; having
to accept the condition of making a financial contribution towards amenities in the village.
An example of this in the planning of Armthorpe colliery village designed by Charles
Markham of the Staveley Coal and Iron Company (Walters, 1927). The importance of
providing adequate drinking provision is expressed, implying that whilst colliery companies

were relatively relaxed with their employees engaging in alcohol related activities, they
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placed importance on control of these activities, particularly on the types of institutions

where drinking took place:

The public-house question always arises in connection with these new villages, and
the colliery companies naturally do not feel that they have any right to insist upon
prohibition if the men themselves desire that facilities for obtaining drink should be
provided. It is quite certain that anything is better than a multiplicity of clubs, which
would certainly spring up all around the villages if no public-houses were provided
(Walters, 1927, p.25).

It is important to define the context of alcohol consumption of the area. This means
analysing the background of the borough of Doncaster which contains these mining
communities and the post-mining communities themselves; their background,
demographics and the mining industry in the case study areas, highlighting characteristics

that are important with regards to the drinking landscape.

The Doncaster borough is arguably a unique area in the context of the mining industry as
the coal mining industry in Doncaster has been active for a longer period than most areas;
the last active colliery operating until 2015 due to the closure of Hatfield Colliery. The
closures of Thoresby Colliery in Nottinghamshire and Kellingley Colliery in Selby, North
Yorkshire (the last to close) in the same year brought an end to deep coal mining in Britain,
therefore it can be seen that there is a need for further analysis regarding attitudes to
alcohol in these areas after the indefinite disappearance of mining from the landscapes of

Doncaster, North Nottinghamshire and Selby.

The following will introduce the Doncaster borough and discuss and describe the unique
characteristics of the area; briefly summing up the history of the area and describing what
have been identified as the borough’s key economic assets. Then the main skills and
employment sectors and the borough’s natural environment will be explored, which will
then lead to the introduction of the two case study areas, Rossington in the east of the
borough towards Nottinghamshire and Denaby Main and Mexborough in the west of the
borough towards Barnsley and Rotherham. These area profiles will focus on the
development of the villages, the growth and decline of the mining industry in them and a
brief summary of the population demographics of the two areas.
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Chapter 3: Situating the research: the regional
and borough contexts

3.1 The local context: general profile of the Doncaster
borough

Doncaster is defined as being “a large and historic market town, situated in the heart of
England, with a rich manufacturing, railway, horse racing and mining heritage” (Key Cities,
n.d.). It is one of the oldest towns in the country, though the appearance of the town
doesn’t suggest this (Phillips, 1921). The story of Doncaster by Phillips (1921, p.6) states
that “Doncaster followed Doncaster”; implying that Doncaster has constantly evolved with
no effort made to conserve the past. It can also be implied from this statement that
throughout the town’s history it has changed according to the dominant industry of the

time. Phillips (1921) states:

It is often said that for an ancient town Doncaster has few memorials of the mighty
past... While York teems with relics of the past, there is hardly one memorial of
those times to be found in Doncaster... Doncaster has had five or six phrases. It
has altered its dress with the times. One period gave place to another, and no
attempt was made to preserve the memorials of preceding ages. Time after time
the town seems to have been rebuilt. Abbey churches, friaries — all have vanished;
mediaeval buildings, such as the town halls, have been demolished... even the
church is modern... a copy of the old one that visitors sometimes make the mistake
of thinking it is the original home of the town’s worship (p.9).

The Doncaster borough is the largest in England by area (220 square miles) and has West
Yorkshire, North Yorkshire, East Yorkshire, North Lincolnshire and Nottinghamshire
bordering the borough (Key Cities, n.d.). It is an area often commended for being ‘well
connected’; having the East Coast Mainline running through it, a new small regional airport

and relatively good access links to the UK’s motorway network (Key Cities, n.d.).

Doncaster currently has the second largest economy in South Yorkshire after the city of
Sheffield (Key Cities, n.d.). The Doncaster borough became part of the Sheffield City
Region which was established in 2014 (Sheffield City Region, n.d.a). This agreement was
part of proposals made by the 2010-2015 Conservative - Liberal Democrat coalition
government to create a ‘Northern Powerhouse’; aiming to transfer national powers and
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control over funding to core Northern cities, therefore giving the areas inside the defined
‘city regions’ more power regarding transport, skills, regeneration and infrastructure
(Sheffield City Region, n.d.a). The Sheffield City Region includes nine other areas:
Barnsley, Bassetlaw, Bolsover, Chesterfield, Derbyshire Dales, North East Derbyshire,

Rotherham and Sheffield (Sheffield City Region, n.d.b).
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Figure 2 The Doncaster Borough within the context of the Yorkshire region (sourced from Google, n.d.)
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3.2 The coal industry in Doncaster

A change has now come over the scene. Doncaster is destined to be the centre of
a great and rich industrial centre. The base of this country’s industrial greatness
is coal... Doncaster is the centre of not only the newest but the richest coalfield in
Great Britain... the manufacturer has plenty of coal at Doncaster. The coal
merchant has seven railways and a canal at his service if he wants to sell it or to
ship it to a country across the sea. Doncaster therefore, is in a good position to
make headway,; and whilst some enthusiasts think the town may some day be a
second Leeds or Sheffield, there are others who think its greatest developments
will be its coal trade, and that it may be in a few years time a second Cardiff as a
coal-distributing centre (Phillips, 1921, pp.333-337).

The discovery of coal in Doncaster as Phillips (1921) expresses, marked a significant

transition for the borough as a whole; marking an era of prosperity. Though the

introduction of the railways in Doncaster fuelled a population growth, the coal industry

increased Doncaster's population at a fast rate (Winterton, 2015).

At the beginning of the nineteenth Century (from 1905 to 1925) it was found that there
were coal seams around the Doncaster area, which resulted in various colliery companies
competing with each other for royalties beneath the estates of the landowners; the aim
being to secure large profits from selling coal (Fordham, 2009). This coal was primarily
from the Barnsley Coal Seam, which unlike the coal seams in the Barnsley and Sheffield
areas, was found at greater depths (Fordham, 2009). This meant that any extraction of
coal would require a large amount of money to be spent before any coal was extracted,
furthermore, a large acreage of coal was needed to make a profit, and large modern plants
with deep shafts that were sunk to the Barnsley Coal Seam (Fordham, 2009) were also

required.

The scale of the operation to extract coal in the Doncaster area and the need for large
modern plants meant that a large workforce was needed and this workforce would have
to be housed. It was envisaged that model villages would be built to house their

employees. The town planning and garden city movements of the time meant cheap
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company owned housing estates were no longer acceptable (Fordham, 2009). This
resulted in the transformation of the Doncaster borough in the twentieth Century into an
industrial centre with model villages being built around the borough (Fordham, 2009).
This included new, but largely unplanned small colliery villages, this also expanded old
villages to create colliery towns, and villages grew alongside existing ones (Doncaster
History, n.d.). Vernon (1984) describes the level of control that mine owners had over

these communities:

In some colliery villages the mineowners had control of every facility in the
village; grocery stores and even public houses as well as the dwellings in the
village would be owned by the colliery company. It can be seen that the
mineowners had a vice-like grip over the workforce. Even the churches had a
reserved pew for the mineowners and their satellites. They would supply the
local vicar with his fuel for the year, free of charge. They were the aristocrats of
the mining communities. In several disputes between the workforce and
management it was not unknown for striking miners and their families to be
thrown out of their homes in wintry conditions in order to break their spirit (p.2).

Vernon argues that environments of Miners’ Clubs emphasised the hierarchy of the pit; an
environment where corruption was rife as miners would attempt to ensure a decent living
wage as colliers relied on the deputy’s generosity to make what they considered a decent
living wage. Vernon (1984) gives an example of corruption in Miners’ Clubs in the 1930s
involving his undermanager Mr. Robinson and colliers in the Miners club which he argues

was “rife”:

When Robinson went in the miners’ club the "Leeches” would fall over one
another to buy his drink. On one occasion one of the “leeches” told him he’s won
the raffle prize, a basket of fruit. Robinson said, "how can I have won the raffle I
haven’t bought any tickets. "I've bought them for you!” the leech replied.

(p-20).
After World War Two, the government put into force the Coal Industry Nationalisation Act
1946, which meant that the government took control of collieries across the UK and in the
Doncaster borough, the collieries were taken control of by the National Coal Board, which
was established in 1947 (Working Class Movement Library, n.d.). The Doncaster area was
arguably important in the coal industry, as the National Coal Board set up their regional
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headquarters and several national departments in the town centre by the late 1960s. The
12-storey building named "“Coal House”, which eventually became Doncaster Council’s
“Council House” was built for the National Coal Board (CAST, 2015). The relatively high
earnings from the mining industry in the borough can be argued to have made Doncaster’s
town centre prosperous; CAST (2015) stating that “the pits kept the town's shops

relatively prosperous throughout the swinging sixties”.

Even though the town has always historically been defined as a ‘market town” and has
seen growth in service-based sectors, such as the retail sector, these in Doncaster are
identified as being relatively vulnerable to the effects of decline in other sectors; relying
on the success of manufacturing and heavy industry sectors at all levels outside of it
(DMBC, 2013). It is acknowledged by DMBC (2013) that in order to sustain and increase
success and employment within this sector requires employment in relatively more
advanced and professional sectors to increase the general success of Doncaster’s

economy.

A major theme that is prominent through analysis of media coverage of the decline of
heavy industry in areas such as Doncaster is ‘change’ and an ‘inability and struggle to
change’. This narrative is expressed in The Economist (2015), in which they report on a
case study of the ‘soon to be’ unemployed miners working at the now closed Hatfield
Colliery in the north of Doncaster; unflatteringly depicting them and the generations of
their families as ‘relics of the past’ who lack skills and knowledge and the skills they have

are incompatible with modern society and also the present jobs’ market:

Trudging from the mineshaft, black with coal-dust from their plastic helmets to
their steel-capped boots and naked legs, the Hatfield miners appear as a vision
from a former age... No wonder if the Hatfield miners, weary from their shift,
tread even more heavily than usual as they head for the showers, spitting gobfuls
of chewing tobacco which, like snuff, another mucous-inducing defence against
dust, they are among the last Britons to use. Mining is all most of them know... Mr
Martin’s father, brothers, uncles and cousins all worked at the colliery. His
grandfather was a Welsh miner, as were his fathers before him.
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The entertainment media has also focused on the consequences of industrial decline in
South Yorkshire and on how the decline of the industries is portrayed as ‘old’ and
‘traditional’ and how this impacts on the individual, their colleagues and their families. The
films Brassed off (1996) and The Full Monty (1997) are stated as examples by Ebke (2018)
and Arnold (2018). The films, whilst they are seen as “feel-good” entertainment by some
critics, they can also be viewed as showing the viewer how these characters interact with

and negotiate the rapid social and economic change that is taking place around them.

Brassed Off depicts a Barnsley community impacted on by the closure of their local colliery
and The Full Monty depicts a group of Sheffield steel workers that have been affected by
redundancy and unemployment. Ebke (2018) states that these films portray these
communities and the individuals who live in them as being in a “period of transition”; their
“local communities, their cultural traditions, social norms and roles” all having to be
“renegotiated” (p.134). These films reconfigure “crushing defeats” as victories by focusing
on the celebration of resilience, transformation and liberation of individuals and their
communities (Arnold, 2018, p.8). Interestingly however Ebke (2018) argues that in
Brassed Off mining is not only employment for the characters, but a guarantee of a “time-
worn social structure” (p.134); post-mining industry decline symbolising loss and

uncertainty.

The manufacturing and heavy industry sectors, regardless of having experienced decline,
have continued to hold a significant influence on Doncaster’s cultural landscape. The
industries across the borough have left the area with a legacy of clubs such as Miners
Welfare organisations, Working Men’s Clubs and colliery bands, all of which the Partnership
Creative and Culture Strategy 2016 - 2021 argue “provide social settings and
entertainment in communities” (DMBC, 2016). These institutions however as Waddington
et al. (2001) identified can be seen as being in decline due to the disappearance of the
industries they historically associated themselves with, which brings to question what

impact this has had on Doncaster’s drinking culture as well as its cultural landscape.
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In the Arts Council’s (2016) Active People Survey, Doncaster is the eighth lowest;
identifying the borough as having only 31.33 percent adults in the borough “who have
either attended an arts event or participated in an arts activity at least three times in the
past 12 months”. York (52.86%) and Harrogate (51.43%) in comparison are identified as
having the highest engagement in the arts in the Yorkshire and Humber region (Arts
Council England, 2016). Despite investment in the arts in the area in the form of the £22
million performance venue called Cast, that opened in 2013 as part of the Borough
Council’'s town centre regeneration process, the area retains relatively low cultural

engagement.

In an interview reported in The Guardian with Brown (2014), the director of the Cast
facility Kully Thiarai, he described Doncaster as “a town that's not meant to engage with
culture in quite the way other urban towns and cities do”. This statement can be perceived
to be patronising towards those that live in the town. There are however known
geographical differences in how people engage in work and leisure activities and Rind and
Jones (2015) identified in their study of physical activity in mining areas that leisure time
in pit villages existed to promote social cohesion. Leisure activities, including drinking
activities, were organised around colliery life and reflected the homogenous and collectivist

working and living environments of these areas (Rind & Jones, 2015).

3.3 The media narrative of alcohol consumption in the

Doncaster borough
DMBC's emphasis on alcohol and anti-social behaviour reflects the Labour government’s

2004 Alcohol Harm Reduction Strategy for England (Prime Minister’s Strategy Unit, 2004)
and the Conservative and Liberal Democrat Coalition’s 2012 Alcohol Strategy (HM
Government, 2012); both emphasising binge drinking as a crime and public order issue.
Media attention on social drinking in Doncaster has often reflected this as articles have

often focussed on issues related to town centre drinking amongst young revellers;
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publications often emphasising the ‘binge Britain’ discourse; town centres full of drunken
and rowdy revellers, though Doncaster has throughout history been criticised for its
hedonistic drinking culture. This hedonistic drinking culture can arguably also be linked
to the local historic context as Doncaster has throughout history emphasised the town as
a place of leisure and consumption. On a ‘trip’ to Doncaster to attend the St. Leger Festival
at Doncaster Racecourse in 1857 Charles Dickens, described what he saw of Doncaster’s

streets from his apartment during his stay as being full of noise and turmoil:

Looking down into the main street... is full of horse jockeys, bettors, drunkards,
and other blackguards, from morning to night — and all night (Dickens, cited in
Breed, 1957, p.39).

This description of hedonism and drunkenness during the mid-nineteenth century is similar
to Engels (1971) description of Manchester during the Nineteenth century at the height of
the industrial revolution, in which he emphasises his disgust at witnessing groups of
intoxicated working-class people “staggering” and also “lying in the gutter”; describing
what he saw as “intemperance... seen in all its brutality” (p.152). Within the relatively
more modern context, Dicken’s description of streets rampant with anti-social behaviour
are similar to relatively recent headlines from the local papers and papers for the South
Yorkshire region. All of these imply image that ‘binge drinking culture’ in the Doncaster
borough has led to crime (mainly crimes related to ‘anti-social behaviour’) and need for
medical attention spiralling out of control, with statutory services, particularly medical
systems, justice systems and uniformed statutory services such as the police and
ambulance services all ‘struggling to cope’ (Bateman, 2004; Mason, 2015). Besides
‘wanting to get drunk’, all of these media analyses put an emphasis on the ‘drunken’
behaviour rather than the attitudes to alcohol that individuals in the area hold. Often
media coverage of alcohol-related issues in Doncaster (Mason, 2015; Peace, 2014) has

implied a tougher approach taken by local law enforcement agencies; this approach often
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described as a ‘crack down’; as images suggest this being on people seen as being ‘lager

louts’.

High profile operations in the town centre area have taken place during the 2000s to ‘crack
down’ on alcohol related offences such as assault and drunken disorder. In 2005,
Operation Alligator was launched by both South Yorkshire Police [SYP] and DMBC in a bid
to reduce the number of anti-social behavioural offences in the area and address the
reputation the town’s nightlife has, which the local media at the time (Doncaster Free
Press, 2006a) quoted at the time as being the like the “Wild West” and being ‘overrun’
with “beer-swilling binge drinkers”. The emphasis on alcohol and issues with public order
however is not unique to Doncaster as three quarters of Local Authorities reported that
alcohol was related to public order problems and police data also revealed that “violent
‘hot spots’ were overwhelmingly distributed among concentrations of licensed premises”

(Hayward & Hobbs, 2007, p.440).
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3.4 The Horse racing industry and its effect on

Doncaster’s drinking landscape
Unlike towns and cities in West Yorkshire, such as Huddersfield, Bradford and Leeds, which

saw a rapid expansion of mills and immigration from countries such as Germany and
Ireland (and later in the twentieth Century from South Asian countries) (Critchlow, 2014),
the industrial revolution only had a relatively slight effect on the appearance and fortunes
of the Doncaster borough (Manby, 1980). Manufacturing was still largely carried out on a
craftsman level besides industries such as milling, brewing and waggon building (Manby
1980). Until the railways came to Doncaster, the area had no distinctive industry like

Sheffield (steel), Manchester (cotton) or Leeds (wool) (Phillips, 1921).

It can be identified however that places associated with the serving of alcohol have played
an important role through the town’s history. One of the most important aspects of the
economy in Doncaster was catering for travellers, horses and transport, which also
included heavy goods transport by water; the town centre had, at the time, a high number
of inns and hostelries (Manby, 1980). These places however were not just known as
drinking establishments, but as clubs “for shopkeepers and professional men” and social
places for members of the community (Phillips, 1921, p.245). As the town made the
transition from a market town to a racing town the number of inns and public houses
increased. Doncaster was a town Phillips (1921) described in the early period of racing in
the town as a place where once a year “every amusement that ingenuity could suggest

was practiced” (p.243).

Drinking establishments have also played an important role in the history of the town.
The St. Leger Stakes, one of the most important in the racing calendar was given its name
as a result of a meeting at the Red Lion Inn; “a gathering of noblemen and gentlemen”.
The race was instituted in 1776 by Anthony St. Leger (Howse, 2001). This turned, what
were mainly local events, to races that were recognised and respected internationally

(Howse, 2001). The Red Lion Inn still currently stands and operates as a J.D. Wetherspoon

REYNOLDS, J 84



pub and also an inn; displaying plaques, photographs, artwork and posters to the public

documenting Doncaster’s racing an industrial heritage.

The dominance of the railway industry in the town centre during the late nineteenth
century also had an impact on the local drinking culture. The transition from dominance
of horse racing to rail was argued by Manby (1980) to have been important in creating
more secure employment, and more industrial elements to the local economy, which
brought with it attempts to control elements of the ‘social scene’ in Doncaster that had
grown, such as the betting rooms and the “unsavoury elements” attracted to racing in the
town. This is reflected by comments made by Charles Dickens (cited by Breed, 1957)
regarding binge drinking, gambling and rowdy and noisy behaviour during the race season
in Doncaster. This could be argued to be similar to modern attempts to control alcohol

related anti-social behaviour in the borough, particularly in the town centre.

Horse racing in Doncaster, despite the decline in people attending the races relative to
attendance numbers in the eighteenth and early nineteenth century, has continued to
sustain relevancy with regards to the Doncaster and South Yorkshire’s economy. The
horse racing industry contributes a significant amount to Doncaster’'s economy and
Doncaster Racecourse is one of the most attended racecourses in Yorkshire after York
Racecourse. In a study in 2011 by Sheffield Hallam University, horse racing was stated
to have contributed £228 million to the Yorkshire Economy, in which York and Doncaster
Racecourse were the two top contributors (Lawless & Wilson, 2011). Doncaster
Racecourse in 2016 was described by DMBC as “one of the borough's most treasured
assets” (DMBC, 2016, June 07). The racecourse is recognised as a major contributor to
the local economy that attracts a relatively significant amount of investment from the

private sector.
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Chapter 4: The case study areas

4.1 Introduction
This chapter will focus on the local context, more specifically, introduce the two case study

areas that were used for the research project, Rossington and Denaby Main and
Mexborough. This will help to situate the research and give necessary context regarding
the history and industrial past of each area. The context regarding each case study area
will detail the transitions areas went through from their development into pit villages built
for the purpose of housing miners and their families to the post-industrial era characterised
by the decline and eventual loss of the mining industry. The research also gives a brief
summary of the demographics of each area, more specifically demographical data
regarding: resident population, age structure, economic activity, qualifications, the main

occupations residents are located in and the ethnic make-up of the case study areas.

Generally, the Doncaster Borough has a higher older working age population (age 45 to
64), “higher than regional and national comparisons” (Doncaster Data Observatory, 2012,
p.8). In all case study areas this age demographic is also one of most represented. Also,
whilst Doncaster is a predominantly white town (Thorleifsson, 2016), there is the presence
of other ethnic groups in the area. However, Doncaster Council’s document Doncaster:
an atlas of our BAME communities illustrates, using ONS data, that mixed, Asian and black
minority groups are relatively higher concentrated in areas closer to the town centre than
the two case study areas; the area of Denaby Main and Mexborough in particular

significantly lacking in diversity (Strategy and Performance Unit, 2018).

This chapter emphasises that although pit villages share some similarities, particularly
with regards to being dominated by one industry, both areas being predominantly white
and having older than average populations, each area has a unique historical context.

Each case study area has also fared differently in the post-mining era with regards to
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regeneration; Rossington attracting relatively more ‘regeneration’ and benefiting more
from links to Doncaster town centre than the Denaby Main and Mexborough area; Denaby
Main and Mexborough identified as areas with significant issues related to deprivation

(Team Doncaster, 2014).
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Figure 6 The case study areas within the Doncaster borough (sourced from Google, n.d.)
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4.2 Rossington
Rossington is a village in the Metropolitan District of Doncaster adjacent to the A638, the

Great North Road and a short distance (around three miles east) from Robin Hood
Doncaster Sheffield airport. The village is five miles south of Doncaster town centre and
it is separated from the town centre by the M18. The East Coast Mainline from London to
Scotland separates the village into two contrasting communities. On the east side of the
village (the entrance into the village from the Great North Road) are modern housing
estates built during the mid-twentieth century and a pub; this is an area that has
connections to Rossington’s rural and manorial past. When the East Coast Mainline is
crossed into the west side of the village there is a model colliery village that was built
during the early twentieth century to house miners working at the Rossington colliery and
also their families. The model village has since declined rapidly since the closure of the
colliery, the miners’ strike of 1984-85 and the end of British Coal. Shelter (n.d.) describes
Rossington before the decline of the mining industry as “thriving”; the pit closure leaving
the village “as one of the most deprived wards in England” (p.6). Team Doncaster (n.d.).
however have identified significant improvements regarding deprivation in the Rossington

area.

The village of Rossington before the twentieth century was a rural area. From 1472 the
area was owned by the Doncaster Corporation and was run by the Corporation as mainly
a farming settlement that provided a large amount of food for the town. Income also
came from timber, clay, tolls from the mill, fishing rights and the village's fishery. 1838

marked Rossington's transition from a rural village into an area dominated by industry.

The development of the coal industry in Rossington began when Streatfeild decided to
enter into a joint business venture with steel manufacturers John Brown of Sheffield, which
led to the Rossington Main Colliery Company being created, which was registered on 1911
(Adam, 2008). The company was granted leases and rights to land on Streatfeild's estate

on the west side of the railway line in Rossington. The sinkers began work at the colliery
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site in 1912 and the pit shafts were sunk in 1914. It was ensured that the new
development stayed on the west side of the railway, keeping it away from the hall on the
east. As well as building a colliery and a rail link from the East Coast mainline to the

colliery site there were plans to build a completely new community.

The model village that was built was inspired by the ideas of Ebneezer Howard; creating
a model village that aimed to promote higher standards of health, prevent the spread of
disease and generate better living and working conditions for the working class. Adam
(2008) describes the standards of the houses built as “superb by the standards of the day”
(p-43) as the houses featured relatively ‘good’ sized rooms, hot and cold running water, a
bathroom and toilet on the ground floor and large gardens situated back from the wide
streets. In 1915, shops were constructed by the Doncaster Mutual Cooperative society,
the first school was erected and St. Luke’s church was built and opened. Recreational and
welfare facilities, such as the Welfare Hall and grounds, were also built which offered
facilities such as large rooms, a library, football pitches and also bowling greens. By early
1930, Rossington Colliery had active sports teams that people inside and outside the
community were encouraged to join. Adam (2008) stated that it was the football and
cricket teams that saw considerable success from playing competitively against other
colliery teams. Players with considerable talent were encouraged to relocate to the village

with the promise of employment at Rossington Colliery and payment for playing.

The electoral roll for New Rossington by 1925 was predicted to be 3,034 though the
population would have been larger, approaching 6,000 as women and children would not
have been included (Adam, 2008). By this time also men from Wales, Northumberland,
Lancashire, Staffordshire and Scotland had moved and settled into the Rossington area
for the work opportunities due to unrest in the industry in those regions. By 1927, the
area had experienced considerable growth and the colliery company had successfully

created a self-enclosed community (Adam, 2008).
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Rossington eventually became part of Doncaster as the Local Government Act 1972 came
into effect in 1974, which meant that the Metropolitan Borough of Doncaster was created
and took control over the civil parishes that were under the Doncaster Rural District. This
meant that Rossington Parish Council lost a considerable amount of power and influence
regarding the development of the village. It is however mentioned that the majority of
residents attempted to maintain independence and retain their identity. The inclusion of
Rossington to the Doncaster area can arguably be reflected in growth in housing

developments and the population in the old village of Rossington after DMBC was formed.

The residents of these new houses relied mainly on Doncaster town centre for
employment, shopping and leisure whilst those in the model colliery village still were
dependent on the colliery and facilities in the village (Adam, 2008). Wyness questioned
whether the relatively newer residents of Rossington would engage with the community in
places in the village, such as the pubs and clubs; describing those coming to live in
Rossington as ‘commuters’ who settle in the village “because they find pleasant housing
in a convenient ‘commuter’ suburb of Doncaster” (as cited in Clarke, 1986). Rossington
Parish Council (2019) stated that generally people in post-industrial Rossington look
“mainly to Doncaster Town Centre, to meet many of their day to day retail, community

and other needs” (p.10).

The Miners’ Strike in the village, that started during 1984 in Rossington, is described as
“the worst year in the village’s history” (Adam, 2008. p.143) and as a result had
devastating costs for the community. Shops, local businesses and also the DMBC, through
offering free school meals supported miners and their families during the strike, though
they still suffered significant hardship. In March 1985 the strike was called off and the
men returned to work in the colliery. As a result of the strike the colliery’s workforce was
reduced, local businesses had lost business to Doncaster town centre and Rossington’s
economy became more reliant on elderly members of the community and those who were

less mobile. The rural past of the village is argued to have declined. Clarke (1986)
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described Rossington after the strike as a village now seen as a commuter location that
does not show anything that expresses its rural and manorial past. Unlike other villages
in the Doncaster area Rossington was able to keep producing coal after the end of British
Coal in the 1990s, though at a greatly reduced scale. The village however still suffered
with high levels of unemployment and poverty. Eventually in 1992 Rossington Colliery
ceased production, however the colliery closed permanently in 2007 after the owners of
the colliery UK Coal made the decision that they were unable to finance resources needed
to develop new coal faces. In 2012 a reclamation project of the colliery spoil tip began

with plans to build housing and other infrastructure on the site.

4.3 Demographics of Rossington
Rossington according to Office for National Statistics (ONS) data from 2011 has a usual

resident population of 13,537 people (Office for National Statistics, n.d.a) that according
to the Doncaster Data Observatory are concentrated more in the New Rossington area
(66.74%) rather than in ‘Old Rossington’ on the east side of the East Coast Mainline
(33.26%) which has a smaller population. The Rossington area has a slightly larger female
population of 6,994 (51.7%) than it does male, in total there being 6,543 (48.3%) in the

area.

The village as a whole has a population with significantly more residents aged 45 to 59
(20.1%), a higher percentage of residents aged 75 to 84 (5.7%) than both the Yorkshire
and Humber and England average and has a higher percentage of people aged 60 to 64
(6.3%) than both the Doncaster and England and Wales average (Office for National
Statistics, n.d.a). This suggests the area has an older population compared to other areas.
26 per cent of Rossington’s population is over the age of 65 (Office for National Statistics,
n.d.a), which Rossington Parish Council identifies “is above the equivalent borough (21%)
and national (16%) averages” (Rossington Parish Council, 2019, p.9). An increasing

ageing population however is not unique to Rossington; the “65 plus age group” forecasted
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“to increase by over 41% between 2014 and 2034” (Rossington Parish Council, 2019,

p.17).

Rossington is also predominantly white as 98.2% of the village’s population belong to a
white ethnic group (Office for National Statistics, n.d.a). Whereas 96.5 per cent identify
as either white English, Welsh, Scottish, Northern Irish or British, 1.1 per cent belong to
an ‘other’ white ethnic group (Office for National Statistics, n.d.a). Only 0.7% of
Rossington’s population identify as Asian or Asian British and only 0.6% identify as black,
African, Caribbean and Black British (Office for National Statistics, n.d.a). An lower
percentage of people identify as mixed or multiple ethnicity (0.5%) and the area has an
even lower representation of people belonging to an ‘other’ ethnic group (0.1%)(Office for

National Statistics, n.d.a).

67.4% of Rossington’s population belong to an economically active group; the majority of
the population being in employment (59.3%) and working in a full-time job (38.5%), while
5.8% of Rossington’s population are economically active unemployed and 2.3 per cent are
full-time students (Office for National Statistics, n.d.a). The area however has 32.6% that
belong to an economically inactive group; the majority being retired (14.6%), whilst 5.3
per cent look after home or family and 6.4% are long-term sick or disabled (Office for
National Statistics, n.d.a). Amongst the long-term unemployed are 2.0 per cent of
Rossington’s population and amongst the unemployed that have never worked are 0.9 per

cent (Office for National Statistics, n.d.a).

People with no qualifications make up the majority of Rossington’s population (32.3%),
whereas 18.5 per cent of the population obtain level two qualifications such as a GCSE (at

grades A*, A, B, C), level two national diploma or an O-level (at grades A, B or C) and less
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of Rossington’s population (13.8%) have obtained a qualification level four and above such

as a HND, degree with honours or PhD (Office for National Statistics, n.d.a).

The decline of the mining industry has meant that industries where Rossington’s population
are represented the most have changed. Only 1.1 per cent of Rossington’s population
identify that they work in a mining and quarrying occupation, whereas Caring, Leisure and
other service occupations (15.2%) and elementary occupations (14.6%) are now the
occupations where Rossington’s population are represented the most (Office for National
Statistics, n.d.a). According to the National Statistics Socioeconomic Classification (Ns-
SeC), Rossington’s population are represented the most in semi-routine occupations
(21.1%), routine occupations (18.1%), lower managerial, administrative and professional
occupations (14.9%) and intermediate occupations (11.5%) (Office for National Statistics,
n.d.a). The category where Rossington’s population is represented the least is in the
higher managerial, administrative and professional category (5.1%) (Office for National
Statistics, n.d.a). Whereas men are significantly represented in routine (21.9%) and
lower supervisory and technical occupations (14.8%), women are represented significantly
in semi-routine (27.4%) and intermediate occupations (16.9%) (Office for National
Statistics, n.d.a). More specifically, men predominantly work in skilled trades occupations
(24.4%) whereas women predominantly work in caring, leisure and other service
occupations (24.6%) and the percentage of people defined as ‘managers and senior
officials’, ‘professionals’ and ‘associate professional and technical’ are all lower than both

the Doncaster and England and Wales’ averages (Office for National Statistics, n.d.a).

4.3 Denaby Main and Mexborough

4.3.1 Denaby Main
Denaby Main is a post-mining village in the Metropolitan Borough of Doncaster situated

approximately eight miles away from Doncaster Town Centre midway between Doncaster
and Rotherham. What makes these areas unique to the other case study areas are that

they are relatively close to both the Metropolitan Boroughs of Rotherham and Barnsley.
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The area was originally given the name Denaby Main Colliery Village to distinguish it from
the village of Old Denaby (which at the time was called Denaby). The ‘Colliery Village’
part of the name though time has eventually been lost and the village became known as
Denaby Main (Jones, 1999). Denaby Main is described by Baylies (2003) as being a village

that “fits the model” of a village built “exclusively” for mining (p.20).

The case study area is relatively further from Doncaster town centre compared to the other
case study areas. It is an area characterised by having being built and dominated by one-
company and being located away from pre-existing settlements (Jones, 1999). The
villages are all relatively close to each other and separated from the nearby Doncaster
overspill housing estates and suburbs of Warmsworth by two miles, separated by a strip

of countryside and a limestone quarry known as the ‘Dolomite Quarry’.

The village of Denaby Main came to exist when the Denaby Main Colliery Company was
registered in 1868; the owners Messrs Pope and Pearson also owning collieries in West
Yorkshire. Before the village was developed the area was farmland and the closest villages
were Old Denaby and Mexborough. Despite the deepness of the seam of coal and the
doubt that the sinkers could reach the Barnsley seam, it was the reached four years later
in 1967 (Jones, 1999). In 1983 the Denaby Main Colliery Company opened another colliery
close to Denaby Main Colliery called Cadeby Main Colliery and due to this new development

the company was renamed Denaby & Cadeby Main Collieries Ltd (Jones, 1999).

The village of Denaby Main was dominated by colliery-owned houses; two up and two
down miners’ cottages with no bath and only outside water closets. Like in many colliery-
owned villages the colliery-owned houses were ‘tied’, meaning that if an employee of the
colliery left employment or was involved in an industrial dispute, the family risked being

evicted from their home by the colliery company (Jones, 1999).
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Denaby Main is described by Macfarlane (1976) as being “a ‘company town’” as the colliery
company built and owned all of the houses, amenities and institutions such as “the local
school, church, hotel, co-operative store, miners’ institute and the boy scout, football,
cricket and St John’s Ambulance facilities” (p.143). This meant that other than the union
(the Yorkshire Mineworkers Association), the colliery company had significantly large
amount of control over most institutions in the area. The owners of Denaby Main colliery
had a higher amount of social power than colliery owners in areas that shared social
infrastructure with established industries such as wool and textiles. Macfarlane (1976)
highlights the ruthlessness and uncompromising nature of the Denaby Main Colliery

o

Company and describes life in Denaby Main as “'total institution’” for both colliery workers
and other members of the community (p.143). The village for the mining company was

used as a means of social control for the population of Denaby Main.

Denaby Main Colliery was closed in 1968 and Cadeby Main Colliery closed later in 1987
following the Miner’s Strike of 1984-85 (Jones, 1999). At present there is little that
remains of the original mining village as many terraced houses were demolished and
replaced with modern semi-detached houses (Jones, 1999). Development has since taken
place on the old colliery sites. What was the entrance to Denaby Main Colliery is now
marked by a colliery winding wheel and the Dearne Valley Leisure Centre was built on the
site. The area where Cadeby Main Colliery was operational was chosen for the
development of an attraction called The Earth Centre, though the site has since been
developed into an activity centre by educational firm Kingswood.

4.3.2 Demographics of Denaby Main

Denaby Main is a part of the Conisborugh and Denaby Main ward and this area has a total
population of 14,333 and like Rossington has a similar ratio of male and female residents;
the Conisborugh and Denaby Main area having 6,994 female residents (51.4%), which is
slightly higher than the 6,543 (48.3%) of male residents in the area (Office for National
Statistics, n.d.c). Unlike Rossington, The Denaby Main area unlike Rossington has been

identified as been in the most deprived 1 per cent nationally and from 2011 Census data
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was identified as having “deprivation issues in all categories” and has not seen the
improvements that the New Rossington South area has seen (Team Doncaster, n.d.). This
“deprivation measure uses employment, education, health and housing measures to give
an overall ‘score’” (Team Doncaster, 2014, p.4). Denaby Main is also stated along with
Mexborough, Toll Bar, Highfields and Balby areas where more than 45 per cent of children

are living in poverty (Team Doncaster, 2014).

Like the Rossington area, the most represented age category in the Conisbrough and
Denaby Main area is the 45 to 59 age group (19.6%) and the second most represented
age category is the 30 to 44 age group (18.5%) (Office for National Statistics, n.d.c).
From an analysis of ONS data, 22.4 per cent of Conisbrough and Denaby’s population is

aged 60 and over (Office for National Statistics, n.d.c).

A lack of diversity is also evident from ONS statistics regarding the ethnicity of Conisbrough
and Denaby’s population as 98.3 per cent belong to a white ethnic group (Office for
National Statistics, n.d.c). 97.3 per cent of the population identify as white English, Welsh,
Scottish, Northern Irish or British and a 0.6 per cent identify as being ‘other’ white (Office
for National Statistics, n.d.c), which is lower than the percentage of the population who
identify as such in Rossington. Asian or Asian British people are represented less in
Conisbrough and Denaby Main (0.5%) and even less identify as black, African, Caribbean
and Black British (0.3%) (Office for National Statistics, n.d.c). A slightly higher percentage
of people in Conisbrough and Denaby Main however identify as mixed or multiple ethnicity
(0.8%) (Office for National Statistics, n.d.c). Despite people of different ethnicities being

present in this area, from analysing this statistical data it is clearly predominantly white.

Relative to Rossington, there are less people in Conisbrough and Denaby Main that are
economically active (62%) (Office for National Statistics, n.d.c). Whilst the majority of
the population are in employment (52.8%) and working in a full-time job (32.6%), a larger

percentage of Conisbrough and Denaby Main’s population are economically active
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unemployed (7.2%) (Office for National Statistics, n.d.c). 38 per cent of people in
Conisbrough and Denaby are economically inactive; the majority being retired (15.5%),
6.3 per cent looking after home or family and a higher percentage of people long-term
sick or disabled than in Rossington (9.4%) (Office for National Statistics, n.d.c). The area
has a higher percentage of long-term unemployed (3.0%) and people that have never

worked (1.6%) (Office for National Statistics, n.d.c).

A higher percentage of people in Conisbrough and Denaby Main than in Rossington have
no qualifications (39.8%), whereas 15.5 per cent of the population have obtained a level
one qualification and 15.7 per cent of the population have obtained a level two qualification
(Office for National Statistics, n.d.c). Less of Conisbrough and Denaby Main’s population
have obtained a qualification level four and above (10.5%) compared to the population of

Rossington (13.8%) (Office for National Statistics, n.d.c).

Despite Denaby Main being named after the colliery that existed in the area, only 0.1 per
cent of the population work in a mining and quarrying occupation and in the modern era,
unlike Rossington, the occupation where Conisbrough and Denaby Main’s population are
most present are elementary occupations (16.4%) (Office for National Statistics, n.d.c).
People in this ward According to the National Statistics Socioeconomic Classification (Ns-
Se(C), are represented the most in routine occupations (21.2%), followed by semi-routine
occupations (19.5%) and lower managerial, administrative and professional occupations
(11.6%) (Office for National Statistics, n.d.c). Like Rossington’s, the population is
represented the least in the higher managerial, administrative and professional category,
but at a slightly lower percentage (3.5%) (Office for National Statistics, n.d.c). Similar
to Rossington men are significantly represented in routine (25.3%) and lower supervisory
and technical occupations (14.1%), whereas women in Conisbrough and Denaby Main are
represented significantly in semi-routine (25.2%) and routine occupations (17.3%) (Office

for National Statistics, n.d.c). Again, like Rossington, men predominantly work in skilled
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trades occupations (26.6%) and women work in caring, leisure and other service

occupations (22.3%) (Office for National Statistics, n.d.c).

4.3.3 Mexborough
Mexborough is a large colliery settlement situated approximately eight miles away from

Doncaster town centre that unlike Rossington and Denaby Main was a colliery settlement
in the form of a small town (Jones, 1999). Mexborough is also the only case study area
with a railway station and a bus station. The expansion of the railways in Doncaster by
the South Yorkshire Railway Company in 1850 resulted in Mexborough becoming a
successful and busy railway junction that transported the coal mined from the area
(Dearne Valley Landscape Partnership, 2019) that in the modern era is a commuter route
from Doncaster to Sheffield. Despite this the town remains relatively isolated from the
rest of Doncaster compared to the case study area of Rossington, which has a faster road

link to the town centre and motorway network.

Mexborough is a post-mining area that is significantly different from the others.
Rossington which is defined as “a large planned colliery settlement”, and Denaby Main,
which is a large colliery settlement “that grew up over a long period” (Jones, 1999, pp.123-
124). Mexborough is a large colliery settlement in the form of a small town which had “no
overall plan” and the town developed “over a long period in the nineteenth and twentieth
centuries” around the core of a pre-existing village (Jones, 1999, p.123). Mexborough
relative to other areas had a relatively more diverse economy than the other two case
study areas; Mexborough “representing a community with a much more diversified
economic base” (Baylies, 2003, p.20). However, throughout the eighteenth, nineteenth
and the majority of the twentieth centuries Mexborough’s economy was dominated by coal
mining, despite there being other industries such as glass manufacture and ceramics

production (Baylies, 2003).
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Mexborough rapidly developed into an industrial town from 1800 as the River Don
Navigation made the existence of large-scale industry in the area viable (Dearne Valley
Landscape Partnership, 2019). The coal industry however dominated the area; coal mines
being sunk in the area in the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries (Jones, 1999).
Mexborough was a location that served as a residence for a large number of miners as the
town was relatively close to the Manvers, Cadeby and Denaby Main Collieries. Ashby (cited
by Heard, 2010) described Mexborough as a town that was once prosperous and has not
recovered from losing all its major industries; the closure of the collieries in the

surrounding areas having a significant impact.

The Mexborough area after the decline of industry in the area is described as having
“deprivation issues in all categories” (Team Doncaster, n.d.). Ashby (cited by Heard,
2010) emphasises the lack of employment opportunities in the town; opportunities
existing at a call centre and warehousing complex outside of the town, but the majority of
the population needing to travel to nearby Doncaster, Rotherham, Barnsley and Sheffield
for employment opportunities. This issue that Mexborough has at offering employment
opportunities to its residents is highlighted in the Anti-Poverty Needs Assessment (APNA)
2014: Evidence Base Anti-Poverty Strategy 2014-2017 (Team Doncaster, 2014).
Mexborough was identified as having one of the highest proportions of young people not
in education, employment or training (NEET), higher than the national and regional

average (Team Doncaster, 2014).

4.3.4 Demographics of Mexborough
The Mexborough ward has a population of 15,244, which makes it the case study area

with the largest population (Office for National Statistics, n.d.b). Like the other case study
areas, the ratio of male and female residents is near to equal; Mexborough having 7,753
female residents (50.9%), which is slightly higher than the 7,491 (49.1%) of male
residents in the area (Office for National Statistics, n.d.b). Mexborough along with

Denaby Main has been identified as an area where 45 per cent of children are living in
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poverty (Team Doncaster, 2014). Also, like the Denaby Main area, Mexborough has been

identified as having “deprivation issues in all categories” (Team Doncaster, n.d.).

Similar to the other case study areas, the most represented age category in Mexborough
is the 45 to 59 age group (20.1%) and the second most represented age category is the
30 to 44 age group (19.1%) (Office for National Statistics, n.d.b). From an analysis of
ONS data, the number of people aged 60 and over in Mexborough is 22.2 percent (Office

for National Statistics, n.d.b).

When analysing the maps from Doncaster: An atlas of our BAME communities (Strategy
and Performance Unit, 2018), it can be seen that Mexborough lacks diversity relative to
other areas. Similar to the other case study areas, at 98.2 per cent of Mexborough’s
population belonging to a white ethnic group, it can be identified the area is relatively
homogenous with regards to white ethnic groups being highly represented (Office for
National Statistics, n.d.b). 96.2 per cent of the population identify as white English, Welsh,
Scottish, Northern Irish or British and the area has the highest representation of ‘other’
white ethnic groups compared to the other case study areas (0.6%) (Office for National
Statistics, n.d.b). Asian or Asian British people are represented at the same percentage
as Conisbrough and Denaby Main (0.5%) and less identify as black, African, Caribbean
and Black British (0.4%), though the area has a higher percentage of people who identify
as mixed or multiple ethnicity than black or Asian (0.7%) (Office for National Statistics,

n.d.b).

There is a slightly higher percentage of people in Mexborough that are economically active
than in the nearby Conisbrough and Denaby Main ward (63.4%) (Office for National
Statistics, n.d.b). A higher majority of the population are in employment (54.1%) and
working in a full-time job (33.1%), but a larger percentage of Mexborough are
economically active and unemployed (7.4%) (Office for National Statistics, n.d.b). 36.6

per cent of people in Mexborough are economically inactive; the majority being retired
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(15.4%), 5.7 per cent looking after home or family but less people are long-term sick or
disabled than in nearby Denaby Main (8.4%), though unlike Denaby Main, a higher
percentage of long-term unemployed live in Mexborough (3.3%) but a lower percentage

of people never having worked before (1.3%) (Office for National Statistics, n.d.b).

Less people in Mexborough than in the Conisbrough and Denaby Main ward have no
qualifications (36.6%) (Office for National Statistics, n.d.b). The percentage of people
have level one qualification are 17.2 per cent and and 16.9 per cent of the population have
a level two qualification, though a similar percentage of people in Mexborugh have a level
four and above qualification to the Conisbrough and Denaby Main ward (10.5%) (Office

for National Statistics, n.d.b).

Like the other case study areas, less people work in mining and quarrying in Mexborough’s
post-mining era (0.5%) (Office for National Statistics, n.d.b). Like Conisbrough and
Denaby Main’s population, Mexborough’s population are most present are elementary
occupations (17.0%) (Office for National Statistics, n.d.b). The Ns-SeC identifies
Mexborough also like Conisbrough and Denaby Main as having its population represented
mostly in routine occupations (20.3%), followed by semi-routine occupations (19.0%) but
the third most represented is intermediate occupations (12.7%) (Office for National
Statistics, n.d.b). Similar to the other case study areas the population is represented the
least in the higher managerial, administrative and professional category (3.4%) (Office for
National Statistics, n.d.b). Also similar to the other case study areas men are significantly
represented in routine (24.7%), but in Mexborough men are also significantly represented
in semi-routine occupations (14.0%) (Office for National Statistics, n.d.b). Mexborough’s
women are represented significantly in semi-routine (24.0%) and intermediate
occupations (18.7%) (Office for National Statistics, n.d.b). Similar to the other case study

areas men are highly represented in skilled trades occupations (25.6%) but Mexborough’s

REYNOLDS, J 102



women are highly represented in sales and customer service occupations (22.4%) (Office

for National Statistics, n.d.b).

4.4 Conclusion
This chapter briefly described the histories and demographics of the two case study areas.

What this chapter aimed to emphasise are some of the similarities and differences between
the two case study areas. Both of the case study areas have faced significant changes
regarding their socioeconomic landscape as all the case study areas have transitioned from
having economies that relied on mining to economies where the majority of resident work
in routine occupations and semi-routine occupations. Examples the Education Committee
(2014) give as semi-routine occupations include “Traffic wardens, Receptionists, Shelf-
stackers, Care workers” and “Telephone Salespersons”. What this change regarding the
occupations that the populations of these case study areas possibly highlights are
implications regarding the possible ‘self-identification” of populations in these case study

areas who work in these occupations as ‘working-class’:

While a large proportion of adults may self-identify as working class as a result of
their backgrounds or their parents' occupations, this does not correspond well with
the proportion of adults who now work in semi-routine or routine occupations or
are unemployed (Education Committee, 2014).

What is clear however is that post-mining communities in Doncaster whilst maintaining
characteristics such as a level of homogeneity which is characterised by the areas being
predominantly white and the geographic isolation away from other areas, post-mining
areas have gone through a significant change. From this analysis of the case study areas
it can be identified that the case study area of Mexborough and Denaby Main has fared
worse than the Rossington case study area; regeneration attempts, improved
infrastructure and large-scale house building and job creation projects being emphasised

as providing significant benefits to the area.
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Chapter 5: Methodology

5.1 Introduction
The following will explain the methodological process that was used to conduct the

research. When the methodological process began to be considered it was felt early that
it was important to be clear on what the methodology needed to address. One the main
aims of the research design process was constructing a research design that is appropriate
to the research project. In particular, this involved identifying an epistemological and

methodological approach that fits with the research aims and objectives.

The most important challenge it was felt needed to be considered was the context. Early
in the literature review process, particularly during analysis of Coal is our life by Dennis et
al. (1969), one of the major concerns that occurred was as a researcher not giving a
realistic representation of the studied communities, at the worst, unintentionally
reproducing caricatures of miners, the people that live in mining communities and the
communities themselves that Dennis et al’s (1969) study was criticized for producing. As
Warwick and Littlejohn (1992) state, people that live in mining communities that have
been the focus of studied have often been vocal in their criticisms that researchers ‘get

their communities all wrong’ (Warwick & Littlejohn, 1992).

The methodological process will be explained in three stages: the initial planning process,
the planning of the research methods and discussion addressing what the ‘reality was

found to be using the grounded theory approach.

5.2 Stage one: The initial planning process

5.2.1 Crotty’s framework for research design
One other important factor that had to be considered was that the research project would

be approached by a postgraduate student who was relatively new to postgraduate level
research. This meant that there was a particularly high learning curve that had to be
overcome. Initially the process of building a methodological approach that was
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appropriate for the research project was the most intimidating aspect of the research
process and proved to be challenging, particularly in understanding where to start in the
process. Understanding how research projects are designed and understanding how
research projects I analysed in the literature review were designed and their rationale for

their approach helped a great deal in overcoming this barrier.

Crotty’s framework for research design helped a great deal in understanding and
demystifying the research design process. This made clear what the basic elements of the
research process are. Crotty (1998) argues that often in social research texts the terms
epistemology, theoretical perspective, methodology and research methods are often
“thrown together in grab-bag style as if they were all comparable terms” (p.3). This
framework emphasises the need for researchers to provide a clear structure to the
research process. It portrays the process of research design as a four-step process which
identifies the epistemological approach, the theoretical perspective, the research

methodology and research methods as being defining aspects of the research.

Figure 7: Crotty’s framework for research design (Crotty, 1998)

Theoretical Methodolo Research
perspective 9y methods

Epistemology

5.2.2 Research epistemology: The constructivist approach
The main factors of the selection of the research epistemology that was employed were

the aims of the research and the researcher’s own epistemological position. Crotty (1998)
defines the epistemology as “the theory of knowledge embedded in the theoretical

perspective and thereby in the methodology” (Crotty, 1998, p.3).

What this research subscribes to a constructivist epistemology. For Charmaz (2014),
constructivism acknowledges subjectivity and the construction and interpretation of data

that the researcher engages in. Subjectivity is argued to be “inseparable from social
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existence” (Charmaz, 2014, p.14). This standpoint challenges the perspective that there
is an objective reality and that researchers can approach their project as passive and
unbiased observers (Charmaz, 2014). The objectivist approach therefore suggests that
meaningful entities can exist independently of consciousness and that there is truth and

meaning residing in them (Crotty, 1998).

It is important to distinguish the constructivist approach from the constructionist
approach. Crotty (1998) advocates for a constructionist approach as he emphasises how
constructionism fosters a “critical spirit” and criticises constructivism for “tending to scotch
any hint of a critical spirit” (p.58), Charmaz (2014) however argues that constructionism
approaches erase subjectivity. Despite Charmaz (2014) stating that researchers that have
embraced constructionism have created “impressive analyses of the constructions of the
worlds they studied”, she argues that approaches have tended to treat their analyses as

accurate renditions rather than as constructions (p.14).

What the main attraction was to the constructivist epistemology was, is how it addresses
the role of interplay between the participant, the researcher and the outside world and the
role that social experiences such as history, culture, ideology and politics play. It accepts
that an objective reality exists, though if focuses on how knowledge is constructed and
understood. Individuals construct their own meaning in relation to the same phenomenon
and don't just discover knowledge like objectivism suggests. What this means is that the
idea that researchers (or ‘experts’) can be neutral observers and that the idea of an
individual being value free is discarded. The importance that is placed on context,
interaction, the sharing of individual viewpoints and interpretive understandings

(Charmaz, 2014) is the advantage of this stance.

This approach offers a significant advantage in analysing attitudes to alcohol in a case
study context as it identifies the attitudes that exist and how individuals in these

communities have constructed their identities; the approach regarding the social practices
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people engage in as the main focus (Andrews, 2012). Room (1984) argues that the social
constructivist approach offers advantages in that it is able to identify changes that occur
in drinking patterns, how they occur and societal responses to them, and the consequences
of them. In comparison, alcohol consumption problems from an objectivist standpoint are

simply objective conditions (Orcutt & Rudy, 2003).

The catalysts that encouraged the application of this epistemological approach to this
research project were the recognition that that there is very few in depth analyses of
drinking practices in post-mining communities. Also, on reading qualitative literature that
focused on mining communities, it was recognised there is a need for honesty regarding
the beliefs and biases of the researcher. One of the main fears of embracing a more
critical approach that Crotty (1998) advocated was the reproduction of what Grazian
(2004) described as “tired myths and clichés” (p.268). The embracing of a constructivist
epistemology was to address resist “one-dimensional characterisations of mining
communities” mining communities that Gilbert (1995, p.53) identified were prevalent in
research in these areas.

5.2.3 Theoretical perspective: Symbolic interactionism

Symbolic interactionism is a perspective that sees human beings as active agents in
activities in their worlds and emphasises the way they realise these activities (Charmaz,
2014). Whilst the grounded theory methodology provides the tools for analysis, symbolic

interactionism provides inspiration. Charmaz (2014) stated that:

symbolic interactionism underlies many grounded theory studies”, and can be
applied to a diverse range of disciplines, though she argues that it is often

"misunderstood and misrepresented (p.20).

Blumer (1969) conceived the term ‘symbolic interactionism’. This perspective views
society as preceding individuals and that they live in an environment that is material.

What is assumed by symbolic interactionism is continuous reciprocal processes taking
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place between individuals, collectivities, and the environment. This therefore views the
data given by individuals as subjective and each perspective as being relative. The

approach of symbolic

Though Charmaz (2015) recognises that symbolic interactionism is often seen as the
foundation of grounded theory, Charmaz also views symbolic interactionism and grounded
theory as being able to work together in research. For Charmaz, to realise the potential
that symbolic interactionism is capable of is to realise that symbolic interactionism can
provide both conceptual analyses, particularly in “social justice research” and therefore

help work towards “further social change” (Charmaz, 2015).

What symbolic interactionism can offer to this research project is a world-view and
language that can be used during the data collection process. Rather than concentrating
on what the participants tell the researcher, using symbolic interactionism, the perspective
of the researcher is also taken into account, particularly how the researcher asks, sees,
tells and also learns (Charmaz, 2014). As Blumer (1969) points out, the conduct of
individuals is formed from social interaction and is not just expressed as a result of it. This
links to one important concept of symbolic interactionism that Blumer (1969) pointed out,
which is “gaining intimate familiarity”. Charmaz (2015) defines this term as “gaining an
in-depth knowledge of the research participants, their setting or settings and their

situations and actions” (p.53).

Glaser and Strauss’s (1967) approach to grounded theory, despite analysing and
implications relating to the methodology of symbolic interactionism did not fully embrace
fully Blumer’s theoretical program, as the focus was more on “empirical realities” as
opposed to emphasising the “insider understandings of participants’ worlds”, which reflects
the relatively objectivist and positivist nature of their approach (Charmaz, 2015, p.53).

As Charmaz does not perceive symbolic interactionism as simply a “methodological
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lament”, she emphasises the importance of using the perspective to address implications

related to social practice and theory.

The freedom of being able to gain intimate familiarity was important in determining the
selection of the theoretical perspective as grounded theory as a methodological approach
relies on the researcher to maintain an openness to the unexpected in the research
settings (Charmaz, 2008). As drinking practices in post-mining communities is relatively
under-researched topic compared to drinking practices in the town and city centres, it was
felt that this was an important approach to take, taking into account grounded theory’s

emphasis on emergence.

Charmaz (2008) argues that the failure to gain intimate familiarity with the topic results
in “imposing either preconceived problems or narrow interests” on the study which results
in a stifling of emergence and therefore “undermines effective use of grounded theory”
(p-162). The aim of gaining intimate familiarity will hopefully enable me to gain knowledge
of drinking practices from individuals. Using Blumer’s (1969) recommendations, intimate
familiarity will be achieved by: perceiving situations from the position of the participants
or collective, gaining “a body of relevant observations” in the form of “descriptive
accounts” from the participants regarding how they see the world, ensuring that

preconceived ideas do not an effect on the research findings and challenging these

preconceived ideas (pp.51-52).

5.2.4 Methodological approach: The case for a grounded theory

study
Throughout the methodology process different methodological approaches were

considered. Grounded theory however was considered to be the most appropriate for the
research project. The focus of grounded theory is ensuring the act of theorising stays
grounded in the collected data (Glaser & Strauss, 1967). The act of theorising means to
stop, ponder and have a fresh approach to thinking; stopping the process of studying and

expanding experience and deconstructing it (Charmaz, 2014).
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The grounded theory methodology advocates the discovery of theory from data obtained
through systematic social research (Glaser & Strauss, 1967). The generating of theories
from data allows hypotheses and concepts to be developed in relation to the data during
the research process. The participant identifies issues of concern or importance regarding
the subject matter as opposed to the researcher. Data that is gathered is then constantly
compared; in the initial stages data with data is compared but then with interpretations
that h