Northumbria Research Link

Citation: Azmat, Fara, Alm, Karin, Parkes, Carol, Hope, Alex, Killian, Sheila and loiola, Gustavo (2019)
Addressing Inequality Through Partnerships. In: 7th CR3+ Conference, 24th - 25th October 2019,
Melbourne, Australia.

URL.:

This version was downloaded from Northumbria Research Link: http://nrl.northumbria.ac.uk/41265/

Northumbria University has developed Northumbria Research Link (NRL) to enable users to access
the University’s research output. Copyright © and moral rights for items on NRL are retained by the
individual author(s) and/or other copyright owners. Single copies of full items can be reproduced,
displayed or performed, and given to third parties in any format or medium for personal research or
study, educational, or not-for-profit purposes without prior permission or charge, provided the authors,
title and full bibliographic details are given, as well as a hyperlink and/or URL to the original metadata
page. The content must not be changed in any way. Full items must not be sold commercially in any
format or medium without formal permission of the copyright holder. The full policy is available online:
http://nrl.northumbria.ac.uk/policies.html

This document may differ from the final, published version of the research and has been made
available online in accordance with publisher policies. To read and/or cite from the published version
of the research, please visit the publisher’s website (a subscription may be required.)

ke Northumbria .

University
NEWCASTLE -

8 UniversityLibrary


http://nrl.northumbria.ac.uk/policies.html

NO 1 REDUCED 1 PARTNERSHIPS
POVERTY INEQUALITIES FOR THE GOALS

A

ADDRESSING INEQUALI
THROUGH PARTNERSHIPS

h.< = -

arin Alm - Kristianstad University

. Gustavo Loiola - ISAE Business School
‘Fara Azmat, Carole Parks, Alex Hope, Sheila Killian

s Y

"



OVERVIEW

v Aim/objectives

v Lit Review

v Methodology

¥ Preliminary findings

v Conclusion




ADDRESSING INEQUALITY THROUGH PARTNERSIPS "1

The aim of the paper is to explore the role of partnerships in bringing
about change to address the problems of inequality and social

exclusion in the township of Alexandra (Alex) in South Africa. i
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Our research sits at the intersection of two major yet mterrelated Ve "
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discourses of social exclusion and inequality and the UN i 3

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), particularly SDG 10 ——

(reducing inequality) and SDG 17 (partnershlps) k- = > &
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gAlcoholism, drugs teenage pregnancies, youth =3 3
unemployment weak leadership are amongst the maJor
problems in Alex. This has led to the frustrations and
dlsappomtment amongst the residents. '
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The deterloratlng state of the township has led to | |
=_regular protests by frustrated residents which fu rther _h =
 Jact as a major obstacle to sustainable development in [— ,,,.:,
7‘ he area. [T R - e




RESEARCH OBJECTIVES
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Using Alex as a case study and drawing on data A
from a short immersion research experience d

— . _p.”- l ;
| ﬂliui,.. .
m . - -A' o

hat are the key challenges of reducing inequality
in Alex that organizations and communities are
grappling with? | [ l 15 \ i i
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How are partnerships being used to reduce
inequality in Alex?




LITERATURE REVIEW

- Social exclusion is defined as s a complex and multi-dimensional process, which ‘involves the lack
or denial of resources, rights, goods and services, and the inability to participate in the normal
relationships and activities, available to the majority of people in society, whether in economic, social,
cultural or political arenas (Levitas, Pantazis, Fahmy, Gordon, Lloyd, and Patsios, 2007: 9). The first part
of the definition highlights the close link between exclusion and poverty, the concept of social
exclusion is much broader.

« In addition to economic aspects, the concept also includes lack of access to civil, political, cultural and
social rights and opportunities affecting both the quality of life of individuals and the equity and
cohesion of society as a whole (Vinson, 2009).

« The lack of civil political and social rights in Alex have given rise to rising problems of poverty,
inequality, and unemployment demonstrating a case of serious inequality and social exclusion. We
approach the topic of social exclusion and inequality in Alex through the lens of UN SDGs framework.

« SDG 17 (partnerships) is increasingly being viewed as one of the most important goals as it not only
binds the other goals together but also talks about implementation of solutions as opposed to other
goals that focus on the different economic, social and environmental problems.

« Our research therefore focuses on SDG 10 (reducing inequality) through the lens of partnerships
(SDG 17).



,/ “The youth is so distorted we are looking up to the

| government to do something for us. It has been installed
in our mind you know, the Apartheid regime. Even now,
they are promising us opportunities [...] actually, they are

not showing us the opportunities [...] and giving me
100% motivation, you are not going to be left behind.”

(Associate).

y |

“It is up to the individual person to say honestly this is my
plan, this is what | want to do, this is what | want to
achieve. If | can go to this company or give them a
proposal and show them my dream then something

might happen.” '

(Community leader)




METHODOLOGY

Mixed-method approach embedded in a single case study of Alex

We use a short international immersion research visit conducted by a multidisciplinary
team of researchers, in the township of Alex in Johannesburg and use this experience as
data, drawing from Viswanthan et al (2016).

Interviewed a community leader and her associates on how they were contributing
to address the issues of inequality through running an orphanage and were acting as
agents of change in the community.

We used a number of approaches for our methodology (Viswanthan et al. (2016:439) :
a) conducting a short research immersion for effectiveness and efficiency;

b) combining verbal communication with sensory observation;
c) using action-oriented approaches involving researcher/-participant interaction;

d) covering different units of analysis in terms of individuals, village-level
leadership, and the outside ecosystem of the township.



RESEARCH DESIGN

Pre-field Immersion

* Gaining access to
field sites

* Virtual immersion
+ Secondary Data
+ Logistical Planning

Adapted from Viswanathan
et ol 2016

\

Post-field Immersion

Gaining Perspective and documenting

T the studycontext T -~

Township map
Record Dairy

Visit to the Interview with the

orphanage, the community leader

children and the and her two
township area associates

Learning by observation at Learning by listening and
the community level probing



; L
"." -
L
- ’ r

SFINDINGS AND CONCLUSIONS
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his paper highlights how inequality, internal conflict and

power struggle originally fostered by both the cap- italist
Bsystem and the apartheid regime, were evident in townships
Harea such as Alex. Participants perceived that governmentl
needed to take control to motivate and show people that they

were not to be left behind. To listen to the voice of the residents
of Alex will be important in determining solutions to the g
problem, to make opportunities prevnously inaccessible to
he local community accessible. Hill " f

™,

his indicates not only the power of partnerships in general,
but the potential inherent in partnerships that avoid the kind
of top-down approach which has typified some government
engagement in the past



REFERENCES

Azpitarte, F. (2013). ‘Social exclusion monitor bulletin’, Research Bulletin. Melbourne, Australia: Brotherhood of St Laurence

Gooding, P. Anderson, J. and McVilly, K. 2017. Disability and social inclusion ‘Down Under’: A systematic literature review. Journal of
Social inclusion, 8(2): 4-25

Levitas, R., Pantazis, C., Fahmy,E., Gordon, D., Lloyd E. and Patsios, D. 2007. The Multi dimensional Analysis of Social Exclusion, Bristol,
Department of Sociology and School for Social Policy, The Townsend Centre for the International Study of Poverty and The Bristol
Institute for Public Affairs, University of Bristol.

Nilsson,M; Griggs, D and Visbeck, M (2016). Policy: Map the interactions between Sustainable Development Goals

Sachs, J (2012) From Millennium Development Goals to Sustainable Development Goals, Lancet 2012; 379: 2206-11 Earth Institute,
Columbia

Simelane, C. B (2019). Alex residents march to Sandton, determined to have their grievances heard https:// www.dailymaverick.co.za/
article/2019-04-08-alex-residents-march-to-sandton-determined-to-have-their- grievances-heard/

UNESCO (2016) World Social Science Report Challenges and Opportunities: Pathways to a just world, UNES- CO Publishing, Paris.
UNESCO (2017) Social and Human Sciences Glossary of Migration Related Terms: Poverty, UNESCO Publish- ing, Paris.
UN Sustainable Development Goals (2016) available at: http://www.un.org/sustainable development/sustain- able development goals/

Viswanathan, M; Venugopal, S; Minefee, I; Guest, S. J; Marinas, B J; Bauza, V; Valentino, L; Kupaza, R and Jones, M (2016). A Bottom-Up
Approach to Short-Term Immersion in Subsistence Marketplaces: Method- ological and Substantive Lessons on Poverty and the
Environment From Tanzania Organization & Environ- ment 29(4): 438-60

Walter, M. 2016 Social Exclusion/Inclusion for Urban Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander People, Social Inclu- sion, 4 (1): 68-76

Wilkinson, R. & Picket, K. (2010) The Spirit Level. Why Greater Equality Makes Societies Stronger, Bloomsbury Press, New York.



