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ABSTRACT

Kim, Taekyeong
2019 “The Epistemological Contribution of Public Theology for the Solution of
Poverty.” Fuller Theological Seminary, School of Intercultural Studies. Master
of Theology in Intercultural Studies. 63 pp.

The purpose of this study is to argue about Slavoj Zizek’s nonreductive political
economic principle, “the politicization of the poor,” which is able to avoid ideological fantasy
through destructing the economic theories for the solution of poverty by Jacques Derrida’s
philosophical methodology. Furthermore, regarding the epistemological contribution of public
theology for the solution of poverty, this study argues that “the politicization” is based on the
“theological turn.” 1 argue that the nonreductive political economic principle has a public
theological interface, explaining the “theological turn” that Zizek engages. I fundamentally
complement Zizek’s nonreductive political economic principle, explaining the public theological
“homogeneous principle of cause and effect” for the solution of poverty. I argue that the
homogeneous principle of cause and effect is the voluntaristic driving force for the solution of
poverty. Likewise, | explain the epistemological contribution of public theology for the solution
of poverty, explaining that “the politicization of the poor” is ultimately based on the “theological

turn.

Mentor: Sebastian Kim, Ph.D. 179 words
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