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The eayly histowy of CGrafton presents the various
faobors woloh contribubed to the growth of the towm. Fired
to wsettle in Grafton waeg Willlam Robinmon, 1763, but 11 wae

not until 1811 that the firet permanent settlement wms made

by Silas Stewart, Chertered Mayoh 15, 1LB56, Grafton bocame
the terminal of the Baitimove and Ohio and the Northwestern J
Vipginia yailrosds. By LB6l Grafton was the strategic aenter
of defense of the railrond lines which finally were controle
led by the Union troops, The growth and expanglon of the
Baltimore and Ohio Reilroud as well as the Northwestern
Virginia and the Grafton-Gresnbrier mailroads, later both
insorporated into the Baliimore and Ohio ism relateds The
problems of Geafion's polltical life are featured in verious
entagories such na: securing a new chartexr vhioh terminated
duxing the Givil VWay, besoming the oounty seat of Taylow
County, bullding and financing various projects, the temper-
ance atruggle, & health program, incorporation of othoew
distriots and olvilian reforms. She organization of caplial
and industry and-iﬁs expand on, the beglnning and growth of
eduoation, ohurohes and cemetexles are treated in this the=
pla, ‘Chaptara are algo devolied to sugh matiews as : ocslami~
tles, sooclial, oulbtural and recreational Life., Biographioal
gketches of the oubsitanfing people are included.
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- WARLY GRAFRON

Grafton is Located on the Baltimore and Ohlio Railread
where the Parkersburg branoh joins the main line running
to Wheeling and Chiocago., It is situated on the Tygart Valley
River, and is 100 miles from Parkersburg and a like distance
from Whesling, It is 280 miles from Baltimore.

At the begimming of the nineteenth aentury, the afea.now
known as Grafton was still a wilderness, Indlans roammed the
hills and forégts hnting for geme, The tribes known %o have
passed through this sesction were the Hurons, the Eries, and
the Delewares, The early settlers found much evidenoce of
their having been here, suah ag: arrow~heads, tomshawks,
buffalo skeletons, ahﬁ abanloned samp aiﬁe;. T+ moy he inter-
esting to note that during his life the greab adout T.ewls
Wetzel, passed through here on his way to vislt his sister
in whet 1s now Preston County, The older seitlers reported
that the Indians had & great fear of this man. They called
him the "Wind of Death" and kept well out of his wag.

Prior to the year 1800 theye were but four white settlers.
The first was William Robinson, a bachelor, in 1773, He bullt
a small stockade for &efenae againat the Indlans, on what wasg
then known as Buffalo Flats, now the old ¥alr Grounds, Robin-
gon gatayed here butb a oouple yeard before moving on to the
Weat, Jonathan Bixon, the next settler, did not come unill
1789, Iittle is known of this man except that he lived here
a short time in the stocksde built by Robingon and then moved

westward, . InhiVQU Exean Iuzadder settled in what is now

1 Brinkman-?apers, _
2 0, B, Allman, The Iife and Times of Lewis Webtzel, pps. 204,

206




B
Grafton proper. He lived dut a brief time and is buried
in the old Catholic Cemetoery. A fourth wes John Woodward
who settled on the South side hill in 1792, This man
mayyled the daughter of “Ligimt Horse Harry Lee', famous
Revolutionary War General and father of Robert E, Leg.

The firal permanent sef‘blement won made by Sllas
Stewart in 1811, His land included all of Weat Side and
hia cabin was on the site of the servise station at Hhe cor-
ner of present Yates Avenue and Beech Street. In the year
of 1885 Stewart sold his faym toa :Eami_ly name & HoKelvey,
who in turn sold it to Alexander Yates, who oame herse from
Pruontytown in 1847. To this famlly a son, John M. Yates, was
born in 1850 and dled in 1852, This is the firagt blrth re~
cord in what 1s now Grafton., 4s new setblers came in . ring
the congtrmotion of the rallroad, Yates dlvided .his faym into
Lots and sold thei.

The early history of Grafton ia paxt of the history of
the railroad system betweeh Grafton and Wheeling, and between -
Grafton and Parkersburg. *he oomsbrustion of the Perkersburg
branch made the town of Grafton poseible and‘neaessarg.
| Ag early‘ ag 1860, Valley Bridge, the Fetterman of a few
years ago, now the first ward of the oity of Grafion, began
to take form, It was nemed Valley Bridge from the old covered
bridge built ab the seme %ime the Northwestern Tuxnpike wasg
'oonmtmo’naﬂ, aorosg the asounty to earyy tﬁ-he traffic aoross the
3 Brdnkman Papers |

4 Grafton Sentinel , Jeptember 3, 1989
5 19dd,.




D
Tygert Valley River., This old bridge was destroyed by the
£lo0d of 1888, o .

Among the settlers who owned land at the time the con~
gtruction of the railroad was begun were John W, Blue and
William B, Fetterman who owned all the land west of St.
John's atreet and north of Latrobe Street, west to Valley
Falls. Moses Iuzadder owned all the land eagt of S, John's
Street to the line of John Blue's land east of the Curved
Bridge (one mile east of Grafton) end south of Latrobe Street
to the ford of the Tygart Valley River, As has already been
nobed John M. Yates owned all the land on which West Grafton
is now builg.. |

With the growth of the new railroad more and more settlers
oamé into Grafton, Soon small businesses began to orop up and
the settlement took on the semblanse of a town,

‘FWathan Goodwin duilt the first house, It was located on
the Baltimore and Ohio rlght of WaY o Just west of the prea-
ent Bernhold building on Latrobe Street. He later sold this
property to Thomas MoGraw, who brought a small stoek of goods
to Grafton on May 1, 1852 and opened the first store. This
gtore wag a neaessity for the few families then residing in
Grafton, as all the people living hers were compelled to go
to Fotterman over the Norihwestern Turnpike to shop, Grafton
at that time had no ghation and all goods had to be unloaded
at FPetterman and then hauled to Grafion.

& Ihid,
7 THhid.




4,

Soon after MoGraw established his business, he sent for
hig foxrmer partner, Patriek O'Gonner of Moundsville. After
viewing the high hills aovered with rocks, trees and brush,

'0'Conner sagely remarked; "Shure Thomas, no fown can iver
be built he~eryr, the foxes Will be after looking out av the
windys an yure houge widin the year," In less than & year,
however, he changed his mind and became one of the pionaerg.

In 185% Jonn Doonan bullt a small frame THuiliding on the
yailroad right of way and in Yhe bapement he opened a store,
the seoond in Grafton. Doonan was agtive in affainrs of the
townt in the esxly years. 9St. John's Street was nsmed in his
honor and Elizabeth, now Main, Street was ramed in honor of
hia wifg.

William Powell built the tavern, known to the older
people as the "Powell House", Just east of the bullding of
Thomes MoGraw, Laﬁer, in an annex of thim building was
establighed Graftonts first postofflice, Aprdl 1, 1854,
President Franklin Plevce appointed William Powell postmaattg.

Matithias Gasael, an early rallroad ploneer, bought prop-
erty on the north side éf Main Street and with hls daughter,
Mrs. Anna Dunk, opened a hakery and grooexy. The old building,
songbructed by Cngpsel for thig bakery, stands yel today practi-
eally the same as when it was fiist batlts It is logated
between the present Y.M.C,A, and the Boyles building. About

8 Grafion Sentinel, Septembex 4, 1929

9 Thid,
10 THid,
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B,
the same time Louls Wittman, Gassel‘a son~-in~law, bought
property on the south side of Main Street at the corner of
Wehn Alley end opened the first tallor sh%i.

The firaet clothing stoxe weg started by Augustua Pollack
at the aouthweat corner of Main and St. John streets, Tollaok
brought the first men's ready~to=wear clothing to Grafton.
This bullding was known to the early settlers es "Pollack's
Hall", Tt wasg also a well known rooreatlion center, ILater this
building housed Graftonts first haiﬁ.

A gmall houss bullt by Patrick Conolly in these early
years gtill stands se the lagt remaining rella on Iatrobe
Street.

The earllest marriage records reglstered in the Taylox
County Gouxt House go baok to the year 1853, when marriages
were preformed by maglisbrates. The-first reoorded marriage
was that of William W, Overfield, 26, a merchant, o Rachael
Jago, Agae 17, on August 6, 18%2. On Descember 6, 1853 Colonel
Jamos K. Smith, the first prosecuting attorney, of Taylor
County, merried Aosah Mallonee, He was a merchant, maglsbtrate,
bankex, end the first agerd for the Beltimore and Ohlo Rail-
road, when Fethermsn wis made the terminal of the Piedmont
Divisigi. Jeddiddan Walde, who gcoyly admitted his age to be
8l, and thought he had been a widwwer long enough, persuaded

Maxy Smoot, s widow of 58; to share his Joy® and sorrowa. XHe

15
was the oldest groom.
11 Ibid,

12 Tpid,

1% TayLor Gounty, Gourt Reoords (Marriages), Vol. I+, Ds 4
14 Ibid,
15 Teid,




6.

By 18066 the‘settlers gaw the need of a town government
and applied to the Virginia General Assembly for a charter.
It wag grented and became effective Marych 15, 1856. Alexander
Menefee was the first mayor and Ambrose Snively, Thomas
MeGraw, John Duvan and Harry Compton were named the town
trusteig.

ﬁhere are three versions as to how Grafton gol 1lis name;
" First, the town was named for a civil engineer, John Grafton,
amployed in the construction of the Parkersburg Branch of the
Baltimoxe and Ohio Railrbaa; Jeoond, becauss of the Jjunotion,
made by the Parcersburg and Wheeling Branches at this point
was said fo "graft-on", which was shortened to Grafton; and
Third, the town was nemef Lor Gration, Irela%g.' The author
_is inolined to agree with the third version, The majority of
the firet settlers were Irigh, and many letfers came from

: , 18
Grafton, Iveland, addressged to the Grafton Irish of Virginla.

16 Grafion Sentinel, September 5, 1989
1.7 Uyafton Sentinel, Sepbember li, 1929
18 T7ILET 6T the Tlvst settlers may be found in Appendix D
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8.
THy GIVLL WAR

In the yonx 1860 Abraham Lincoln was elected president
of the United States. There were fow supporters for Iincoln
in Grafton for at that time this section was part of Virginia
and resented his eleotion. Thero were bub six votes cast for
Iinooln in Gratton. %he vote in those days was oral and the
people called the neme of the candidate For whioh they wighed
to voté.

Fclibwing'the sloction Governor John Lebtoher called a
meeting of the Virginia General Assembly on Japuary 7, 186L.
On Janua;y'lé, 1861 the assembly aubhorized a convention to
wmeet, In Riohmond on April 17, 186L this convention adopted
an ordinance of aeoasaiog.

The members of thls sestlion fought the resolution bit-
terly. In a meeting of the people of nopthwestern Virginia
at Claxksburg, Johm 5, Carlisle amid, "The secessionists ave
trying to toke Virginla from the Union without the aonsent of
the péople." He aéked for the appointment of delegates from
the northern and wesbern counties to mweet in a convention in
Wneeling to take sush aotion as they thought best to meet this
emergenag. | -

On May 7, 1861 Virginia was admitted as a member of the
Uonfeaerétas States of ﬂmerioﬁ but the majority of the oiti-
LENs of_thia gection were not in gympathy and refused to
1 Grafﬁon Sentinel, Sept enber 2, 1929
2 Tharles H. AmbLex, A Histoxy of West Virginia, p. 408

3 Grafbon Sentinel, Yaeplomber 9, 1929
4 Ambler, West Virginia, p. 310

5




9
answer the call to agsemble with the militig. Agoordingly
when Colonsl George A, Porberfield arrived in Grafton he
found the Confederate Troops poorly equipped and wrote Colonel
R, 5, Garnett that the chances for organizing an army therxe
were not goog. On May 20, ha'waa‘joined by two companies
from Taylor County under the command of CGaptain John A, Robin=~
son and George W. Honsbrough, and one company from Clarksburg
under the command of Captain William P, Goopez. Ted by
Colonel Porterfield these oompanios marched up Main Street
and made a demonstration under syms, A number of loyal
Union citizens headed by George R. Latham, armed themselves
and prepared to give hattle from their homes, roof tops and
other points of advantage, whon the troops veturned down the
street, Captain Hobinson realized the danger to his men and
ordered them to return to Fettermen by the way of the xallroad.
The Uonfederates took possession of the mailroad and the
oovered bridge at Fetlerman and stopped all trains %o search
for men and ammunitioﬁg

Tatham was peralstant, however, and appealed to Secretary
of War,isimon Gameron, for arms and reinforoements. On May
&L, hé offered hia.aerviae to the Federal Government and seb
about organizing a company of which he was elscbed Uaptain;

P, B, Cather was first liewtenant; Wilson Lewls was second
1ieutenant; and Daniel Shields was orderly sergeant./ On the
night of May 22, Gaptain Iathem ordered Ileutensnt Wilson

8 Grafton Sentinel, Sepbtember 9, L9289

6 W%f ggg%ha Kebeliion, Offiaial Records, Series I, Vol. II,

7 Grafton Sentinel, bepteMber 9, 1929
8 Tbid,




10,

Lewlg with a detachment to procesd to Fetterman to inspect
the foroe and position of the enemy. At the point vwhere the
tracks of the Baltimore and Ohio Railrmd oross the North-
weatern Turnpike, Lewls encountered the enemy's plokets,
Daniel Knight, George R. Glenn and William Reese were on
guard and ordered Lewls to halt. At the order of Lewié,
Thorndyke Bailey Brown, a private, fired on XKnight and shot
him through the ear», Brown was killed by the return volley
from Knlght's gan. He was the first soldier in the United
States Volunteer Service to give his 11fe in the Civil wag.

Oh May 23, Captain Latham was ordered to Wheeling. To
avdid the Confederate Foroés, anoaﬁped at Fetterman, he marched
his men overland to Valley Falls and entrained at that point,
put when Colonel Porterfield learned of his departure, he moved
his forces to oocupy the town., This move alarmed the oivilians
and many fled to the farms in the surrounding cuuntig. Two
days later Colonel Porterfield directed Colonel William J.
Willey to proceed "on the next train" and destroy bridges on
the mein stem "as far west on the romd as possible™, Willey
guooeeded in deatroying:bridges zg far west as Mannington. By
May 27 another Gonfeaeratanparty destroyed bridges between
Glarkaburg and Parkerabu%é.

A% this time Governox Franois H. Pierpoint appealed to
President Iincoln for aid in driving the Confederates from
noxrthwest Virginia. Hi s appeal weg granted by the War Depart-
ment, The fifst Wost Virginiana that had been recruilted by

9 Grafton Sentinel, September 9, 1929

10 ¥nel, September 10, 1929
11 Grgﬁgog,Sen 2 %1mo$e and Ohid in the Civil War, p. 7




1L,
Colonel B. ¥, Kelly at Wheeling and the fourth and sixth Ohio
Infantry, commended by Colonel Fbenezer Dumoht were ordered
to advance to Grafton, Repairing the railroad bridages as they
advanced, these troops arrived on May 30, and on June 1 were
Jolned by the Indiena Volunteers, commanded by General Thomas
A, Morriso

Ag the Union Troops contimied to arrive, Colonel Porter-
field thought i1t wise to leave Grafton, 4Lccordingly he re-
tired to Thilippl, leaving toxn railroad tracks benind him,
At this time General George MeUlellan ment congratulations to
Colonel B, F. Kelly for the odeupaﬁian of Grafton without the
loss of & 11%2. An expedition was apnt t0 pursue Porterfield.
The plan of attaok was by two ocolumns; one on eagh side of the
Tygart Valley Bi#er. GeneréllMorris gent Kelly around by
¥nottsville with 1500 men mnd Gensral Dumont by the Webstex
Pike with an equal number, These forces plamnel to reach
Philippi at the same tiéﬁ.

On the morning of June &, in a downpour of rain, the
Confederates, abautlaooo strong, were surprised, Beocause the
ﬁight wag go stormy, the pickets haed been withdrawn and the
surprise was oomplete. F;fteen of the enemy were killed, a
large number of horses, stores, arms and ammunition were
taken, and the enemy scatiered., |
12 Summers, B, end O, in the Civil Wax, p. 78
13 gérégf the Revellion, Ofiioial Régbrds, Series I, Vol. II,

14 Var of the Rebellion, 0ffioial Records, Series I, Vol. II,
P8, 66~67




12,
Colonel Xelly, who led the attack, fell and at first was
thought to be mortally wounded., He was brought to Grafton
and placed in the Grafton House. His wife and daughter were
gent for and they attended hi.mi’j Though finelly able to leave

his bed he was orippled for Life. VWhen fhe news of thlis

fivat inland battle of the Civil War and of the wounding of
Golonel Kelly was telegraphed Genersl Mallellan, he wrote
Geoneral Winfield Seott on June 10, 1861, as follows:
Colonel XKelLly, who oonfucted the movement on

Philippi with marked abllity and zeal, recelved &

gevere wouni early in the action, which at the time

was supposed to be mortal, tut I am now happy to

gay is out of danger, From the moment he recelved

my orders at Wheeling to move on Grafton up to the

time he was wounded he hag exhibited in an eminent

degree the qualities of an efficient oommander, and

T take this opportunity of renewing my recommendatlon

for his promotion to the zank of brigadier-general

in the Virginis Volunteer Militia. 16

After the engagement at Philippi the Confederaties were
defeated at Laurel Mountaln i{fiﬁ. Cheat Mountaln, thus carrying
the war from northern Virginia, The burned bridges were re-
built end broken rails of the Baltimore and Ohio Kallwoad,
westward from Washingbton, were repeired, giving the govern-
ment a fast means of hramsportation for moving troops,
supplies and other needs for proseculing the wary,

After the Confederate threat to Grafton had been re~
moved, fortifications were built on Thayer Hill, Bluemont

Cemetexy and West Side Hill overlooking the town for the

16 Grafton Sentinel, Sepbember 10, 1929
16 WY of vhe Rebeliion, Offieinl Records, Series I, Vol. II,

E. 65
17 Brinkman Papers




13,
purpose of protesting the rallrosd., The main Union Axmy base
from the campaign of northern Virginia was loocated on the site
of the old Faily Grounds. In 1862 the United States Govern-
ment bullt a base hoapitai on the southwest soxner of Beeoh
and Valmt stree%g. Here tho siock anl wounled of the northern
Virginia campalgn were cared for, The dead, numbering 1283,
were turied along Maple Averme bub were later removed to the
National Game‘beg.

The winter of 1863 wug the coldest the oldest inhabitants
could recall., It was maid that the tharmoineter roglatered
forty degrees below zero and clvilians, 111 houded and cloth~
od, experienced untold suffering. With the bread wimner at
the front, rec.eiving small wages to provide for his family,
womens and children, at home, hed a hard astruggle for exiat-
anoe, During the summer months the people still sufféred £rom
privations. TLaok of man power csused & slump in gardening,
sonsequently storea were 'depleteﬂ. of food atufgg.

The termination of the wax caused great rejolcing in
Grafton. The rejolcing qulekly tumed o grief, however,
when the telegraph wires flashed the news of the assessination
of President Lincoln, The people mshed to the railroad
station to read the dulletins confiyming the news. Many
thought that the waxr would perhaps be renewed becauge of such
s wanton muirder, MNinisters of different faiths asked thoir
18 Grafton Sentinel, Seutarber 10, 1929

19 Jbid.
20 BFinkman Papers




14,
memberg to 4o nothing rash, ky the days pasged nothing
happened and the town settled down to an era of peace and

A

recongbruction,

R1 Brlnkman Papers




A | 15,
RAL LROADS

On Febwary 14, 185L the Virginia Ceneral Assembly grant-
eﬁ. o the Nq:cthwestern Virginia Railroad a charter to bulld &
lme from Parkersburg Lo Fetterman to connect with the Balti-
more and Ohlio, then wapidly aﬁproaching gompletion to that
points A olause in the charter designatied the mouth of Three
Foxk-Gragk a8 the jumstion, and the town of Grafion ogme into
existence,

The Nowrthwestern Virginia Railroad was organized and
began congbruction in 1861, Teter Van Winkle was president;
Behjamin Iatrobe, ohlef engineer; and Willlam Burton, general
manager. Xor 1ds uses Drexler and MeGee, oontraotors, cone
struoted f,{ bridge over the Tygart Valley River, the stone
shops on the north bank of ‘J!hre.a Fork Creek and the £rame round
house :ror.the oare of the sight engines in use on this rail-
road at ﬁhat time. So well wexre the old storzle phops built
that they stand today without )naterial ohango. _

Work on the Northwestern Virginia rallroad bridge, shops
and round-house was sbtarted in the spring of 1852, The site
on whiqh thfe abutment of the railroad bridge is built, on the
‘aouth bankfof the river, was at that time en island covered,
with trees. These traes were felled, and the eaxrth taken from
the out beginming at the Beech Street orossing and extending
bhaok to_ the ﬁational Cemetery, was used to £ill beiween the
island and the gaaiz;land_; Thig diverted the water into the
channel of today. - '

1 Grafton Sentinel, Saptem‘ner 3, 1989

2 1b1d,
8 1614,




18,

The Baltimore and Ohio Railrosd had applied to the
Virginia General Agsembly for a franchise to extend its lines
fhrough Virginia to the Ohio River, by the way of the Kanawha
Valley ahd river. The General Assembly refused to comply %o
tge petition as far as the geogrephical location was concern-
ed. CUCongequently the comgnny changed their plans and sought
the route over the Allegheny Mountailns.

e new route was aurVEyea and. ocomstmotion was started.
Moses Luzadder, who owned all the land that the compeny needed
to enter from the east, made a free gift of this 1ang. The
railroad oompany in return gave Mis; Tuzadder a handsome hlaok
silk dress and pattern., On the morning of January 11, 1852,
the first conatruction train bearing men, equipment and camps
pushed its way into vhat was then Grafton Junotion, This
train was hauled by ehgline number b4, driven by Harden Arnola*
and was in ocharge of Thomasa MoGraw,-

In two montha the railroad had been oompleted as far a&s
Valley Bridge (now Fetterman), which became the terminal, and
the present Fetberman ball park belng used for shops and a
pound house, James Marray was ma st ex meohﬁnie; Captain Joseph
Hary, superintendent; and Colonel James X, Smith, ageng.

By December 24, 1852 the road was completed from the sea-
board to Wheelin; and the ﬁaltimora and Ohio celebrated the
oompletion on Christmas.nay; The gompany ren a gpeclal

4 Amblex, Higtory of West Vi nla, p. 240
B Taylox cmrl:mu—ﬁnmg%gi—r’lgs

6 Grafton SentineI Sept ember 3, 1929
7 Suimexrs, B & O in the Cilvil Wax, pe 19
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exourglon, with officiala and their friends on hoard, o see
Roaby Carr dwvive the last spike oonneating the rails at the
blg stone now called “Roéby‘a Rook", Charles Heffner engine-
exed this fiwat exoursion out of Gerafton and George Bubler, =
regident of Grafﬁon, had charge of the second train. The
firat train out of Grafton carried & barrel of whisky to the

selobration, wgare the head was knoecked In and tin gups furn-

" ished the arowd.

There was bul one frack in the railrosd yard at thig
time, This track pawralleled the north benk of Three Fork
Creok and the mailroadlline extended from the oreek bank %o
the property line back of Main Htreet, The property owners
little realized the railroad would ever use all this ground
and built up o the railroad property line. Tgis acoounts
for the lack of street paralleling the railrosd,

_ In 1863 three frame houges were bullt on the railroad
right~of~way beok of Main 3treet for the officials of the
Northweabern Virginia Rallrcad Company. The compny also
built & boardwalk fronting the railroad, %Phis famous walk,
these buildings, and what was known as Railroad Street were
removed in 191li when the Baltimore and Ohio made extensive
yard improvemenﬁg. This same year the Baltimore and Ohio
ereobed two small buildiﬁgs at theé foot of 5S4, John's Street
for use as & passengex statlon, Until this time no trains

stopped at Grafton, the terminal belng at Fetterman., The

8 Grafton Sentinel, Sephembher 3, 1929
9 Tofd, |
10 Toid,
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first agent at Grafton was Goorge Lowe]:;;::.r.

Duxing the next yeax, 1854, the Northwestern Virginia
liaill:noad completed thelr shops. ALl the Lxron work and cast-
inga uged in the bridges on the Parkeysburg branch were made
there and hauled to the right-of-way on wagoms. All of the
stone used in the piera and abutments for these dridges were
talen from a gquarry in the east end of t«ov]‘;raz. The offiolals
were Iaaeg Burton, mster mechanio; Villiam £lles, mester of
meintenanse; George Payne, mater carpenter; Bdward Osborne,
master foundryman; and Samwel Todd, blacksmith,

Both of these rallroads ceased operations the next year
due to the "Panic of lajég". Operations were resumed the next
year, however, as times bhesame more prosperous.

On July 1, 1867 the Northwesbern Virginia Railroad wgs
completed to Parkersburvg thus opsxing a mtreteh of virgin ter-
ritory and giving acgess Ho stores of oll, eoal and tumh]éf:.
On May 1, 1858 the new road waw purchased by the Baltimore
and Ohio Railread Company for &51 200, oéo.

Thig same year the shops anl rouwd house of the Baltimore
and Ohlo Bailroasd at Fettermen were totally destroyed by fire.
fnetend of rebuilding the company transferred their emtire
equipment to Grafton and mde it the Pledmont Division
terminal. The small frame half round house, bullt by the

Nor thwestern Virginia Reilroad on the bank of Three Fork

11 Ibid,

12 U¥aTlon santinel beptamber b, 11929

1% Trafton & entinel Septemher 6, 1929

14 Ambler, _West Virginta p. 280

15 {Paylo:c County, eed 5001{, No. 6, p. 407
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Creek, wag razed and the Baltimore end Ohio began the oon~
gtruation of a brick round house to acaommodate the larger
and heavigg‘loaomotivea necessary to take oare of the grow=-
ing traffia.

About the same time dhe Baltimore'an& Ohio began exca-
vating for a hotel and presenger station on the trianguler
plece 0f ground, waere the tracks of the ¥neeling and Parkexs-
burg divisiong Join, This work was pushéd rapldly and come
pleted late that fa%l, |

June 1, 1887 the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad ocelebrated
the joining of Baltimore with Cinoimmati and St, Louis. The
first excursion, called the "Jubilee Trein", lett Baltimowe
at 6130 AM, and was divided at Pledmont for the txip over
the Allegheny Mountains, Agoompanying the train were Willlam
B, Shaw of the New York Herald; Edwin Dill of the Wﬁshinﬁgon
Union; William MoMasters of the New York News; William D,

Wallah of the Waghington Starg Eggay Fulton of the Baltimore
American; James Brooks of the New York Express; W, H. Topping
of the Southemn Press; T, D. Sulwer of the Baltimore Patzriot

Byantz Mayer of Haxpers Weekly; the historian, George Banw

ayofl; Profaasar.Josaph Henyy of ﬂig Smitheonien Inetitute;
end the French minister, M, Sartiges.

The train was in oherge of Presoott Smith., Several
members of the press and the Frenoh minister asked %o be &l
lowed to ride the locomobive up thd mountain, Permigsion was
1é Grafton dentinal, Septawhax 6, 1929

1” T‘ba Ll'.
18 1614,
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granted, Wt a heavy rain spoiled mich of the pieasuze of the
ride, The train was stopped a2t Trey Run to gl ve guents a
view of the magnificant scenery along Cheat River. Coming
down in%o the Tygart Valley, the railrcad mamegers from the
east were earnest in their praise of the wonderful and bold
enterprise, accomplished by the onief engineer, Benjamin
Latrobe, - ‘ : | |
The train reached Grafton at 9130 in the evening., The
entire population headed by Mayoxr Alexandexr Menefee, offiol-
- alg of the commny grested the exoursion, Great bonfires
- were lighted and salvos of aptillewy announcéa the axﬁval
of the distingilshed guests, They were entertained at the
. _Gyafton Hobel, where they spent the night, ey loft fox
‘Parkersburg the next mowning at 6130 A.EM. |
The Ba»ltimora and Ohio bogan, in 1858 the grading for a
zallroad yard. Up to thlas time there waa only one traok and
this wag not sufficient 4o oare :fo:c the ma:‘eaaing traffis,
John M., fmayarzgf oakland., BMarylend, was given the oontract
foy conatruotion, _ |
fne following years hrough’s the Giv:i.l Wax to the nation

and to this section. As hss been noted in the ohapter on the

Civil Way thé Baltimoxe ,én(l Ohio Rajlroad was the point that
eaph army sought, | '

Duxing the "Resonstxuchion Period" traffio imoreased due

- to westwayd expansion, In this peylod, tog, the state began
o sﬁpply the nation with goal_.'. 'F-'o:r. these reasops 1t was

19 Grafion Sentinegl, September 7, 1929
20 Byinkmin Fape¥sd
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found necessaxy fo replace the old bype_"oampl" engines with
8 newer and sironger type, the mogul, o house these largey
engines the rallroad :qund.it necéaaary to sonsbruot a l%{g*
ox vound house, The new yound house wag completed in 1867,

John Adalr, agent fom_tha.Baltimore énﬁ Ohio Railwosd, in
1873, asked the town oounoll %o appoinﬁ B apedial polipa
offlcer %o guarxd the amigrént traing from the depredations
of the town boys, who gathered along the tracks, and armed
wlth poles atruqk aﬁ and knooked the pipes fyom the lips of
those whose heads protruded from the train windows, and caused
other anneyances. Agalr agweéd onzgehnlf bf thq company, to
pay one half of the cffioer's salayy.

In 1876 the Baltique and Ohio bought a ﬁieos of land
between Main end Iatrobe gtreets and built a brick and stone
reaerveir to furnish an adsduata wﬁter supply for‘the yards
and shopa. Prior ﬁhereto, water had heen supplie& by wooden
tubs elevated above the tracka in ditferent paxta of the yards.
,whgga tubs proved inaﬁqqugtg.an& mde ﬁha.xeaervoir neces-

XY . |
The men in the tranqpuxtaﬁion department of the railroad,
in 1877, having their wagea twige re&uoaa by Genaral nnnagar
Thomas Shaxps, pgotaatgajbut,ﬁheir protests wenb unheeded.,
Those ln the passenger eerii@a reoaivad 83,75 per day, and
'fhoae in the freighﬁ service, $3 26, A meeting wog called by
21 Gratton Santinel, Septembhex 13, 1929

22 Grax fiel, September 17, 1939
23 Gra!%bn bentinEI Sept ember 19, 1929
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the Fngineers' Brotherhood amdl they sent & delegation bo
Baltimore to lay their grdevances before the general
méneger. He refused theiy demands and refused even to hear
the committee, The Brotherhood then ozdered their members
%o quit work, and the firet railrosd strike in this oountry
took plave, Begimming at the aity of Martingburg the welkout
goon apread over the entire system, The men in Grafion left
theiy Jobs on Friday, July 10, 18’?%.

- Thwee gars of dressed beef had been hauled into the loocel
yar&a Just before the man had walked ou,t, and the officials,
fearing the loss of this meat, hed the cars placed on the old
"Y" twaak Just west of ¥he Grafton Hotel, Thie was in front
of the compeny's ioe houge, and they gaa the men employed in
the oay vepalr depapiment ice the meat.

On Sunway moyning, Jular 1%, the oﬁieiala 0oalled John F
Clayton, Thomas Bailey and John Rugsion to deliver these cars
to Paxkersburg. The ol&,:eamel shifting engine No, 81 wag pre-
pared ahﬁ aoupled Lo the oars. Hﬁsaion, who wag ordeved to
five the engine on the trip, having heayd what would happen
to the orew if an attempt Yo move the cars was mde, refused
to gn, Aovcordingly ana"hhe!& man, whe knew nothing shout tiﬂng
those gld engiaiea, we s h#_a'bilyﬂprwaeﬂ.-inuo servioe, VWhen the
sttempt was made o asaend "Vinegay" hill Just west of Webaster,
the engine atallad, foy lack of fuel,

‘Wnen this avew lefb. Gmrton, Edward Butts. gecond in

84 Byinkmen Papeys
25 Ihid.
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harm, had sought covey in the Gense woods heside the track.

The fwein wap auled back to Gxaftom, and, with no men to

. 204
sommend of fhe styikers, hastily sent word to him chief,
Bdwaxd Spencer, who was atiending the morning mervice at the
m%hgman Churoh. Afbey being told Wit vas happening in the

yaxdg, Spencer rushed t¢ the soene. The mornming mail, drawn
by engine No. 266, and piloted by Milton Stover, had Juet
pulled inte the station. The engine haéi heen unooupled and
Waoked on the old »ound house traock leeding to the bridge
acﬁaaja_‘ﬁha Tygérb Valley Ri-ver. Without waiting to turn the
engina, Spencer called foy volunteeys ant after providing
thamaelyves with rom'.anﬂ; weap_ona, me& atarted in pursuit.
When thay o-vartnnk.z ﬁhﬁﬂﬁ&ll@t} train they found it deserted,
The orew had heard the fast epproashing englne andy £éar1ng

Tater they made thelr way to the faxm of Jed W, Yates., Clay-
tion and Bailey remained there until the end of the strike.

'.l.oo%&gf'oajx. the mest, 4t spoiled and had te be d.umpe.d.-into the
river, | ‘ _ _
hiaomd,em began, not by the strikers, tut by the dlg-
orderly element of the town. .L’J?,he‘ railroad officlials appealed
13, the town authoﬁﬂiﬂa‘- The ﬁow:a guthorities were powerless
with the insdequabe Ropese at thelr commend, Moreover, they
weye in sympathy with the stxikera, The offiolals, thereupon,
aﬁpaalezd, Yo the anm;e_;;-—, who lived in Pruntytown. He had dui
one depubty and _he.-, Yoo, wa-&l-ﬁhuu unible %o handle the
26 Brimn_ Papers
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gituation. | | |

~ Heving exhausted local meang of pruteation, the rail-
roa& officlals ﬁhen appealea o Gavarnow Henry M. Hatthawa
' whe or&ared the stata troopa, atationad at Whaeling,gta
Grafton 0 guard the railroad property. Aa the train ap~
‘pzoached the Sown aomeone plauea neaxly one Nun&red aignal
torpedoes on the waila neay the aompe ny xaaa aepaxtmenx
ghops. When the angine hauliﬁg the ﬁroopm ran onfe these
torpedoes, the exploslons weve dea:taning. ?hinkipg_war had,
bégun between the stylkers and the aol&igrs, the ﬁfoopa
hastily sought what ahelter they oa%%p and retuxnea, whﬂn
.ﬁhqy were asaurea ﬁha danger wa s over,

The whole yupulation of th@ tawn e 8 gatharaﬁ at the
station Yo see what would aevelap on the ar:ival uf the sold-
Llexs, When the traﬁ.n Ukl ed into the station the crowd
‘hoeted and jeered ho sush an axtant ﬁhat the orziaiala realic~
ing the uaazeaanaaa of keeping the troopa in Gxarton. ordexved
them baok to ¥heeling,
~ In desperation, an appeal was maﬁe te Pres;ﬂent Bntherford
B, Hayaa, who ordara& the Har nepaztmenﬁ to send the Fourth
Unitea States Artillery, oommﬂnded by General W, ?renah, to
Grafton; With the noming o£ the regular amy hhe diaordera |
ocensed, and hnﬁh the eompany and, the shrikers aattlad down to
peaaeiﬂl waitins.

2? Bxinkman ?ayers
28 Ibid.u - '
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The strike leaders took possession of Brinkman Hall for
their delibverations. After many overtures between the sompeny
and the men, the latter went back to work with the promise
of an irnoréase in Ry ‘bé those who hed no part in the strike. At
Pirat this was refused, but the men responsidle :?or the walke
out, realizing the hopelessness of the situatlom, prevailed on
them %o acosph the oommmr's torma.,

Praffio was rosumed early in Septembex on the Piedmont
Divig on, Ingineer William (Busk) Williams, Fireman William
England, and Conduotor George Haslip took out the firat train
on the Parkersburg Branoh., ALL trains were accompanied by a

guard of four soldlera each on the osboose apd engine, All
members of the orvews received $60 for this firet trfg.

The ooming of the United States Army was an ovent in the
3_ lives of the boys of the town, who 0 on made friendw with the
goldlers. When relleved of duty the soldiers mooompanled thenm
0 the swimming holes snd to the woods, The regiment had an
excellent band and baseball team that provided a great deal of
amusement to the people. There were some exoellent voices in
the oompenies quarfered in the rallrosd sheps on the oreek
bank, and they gave nightly comerts in these shops. When
night began 4o fall the whole population of the town ga'oh_eraa.
on Grafton's famous promensde, "The Boardwalk" to enjoy these
nightly musioal treats by the goldlers, I\’a wae 8 most plemg~

ant d.iwe.réion in the lives of the people of that time,

29 Brinkman Papers
30 Gra:t’bon Sentinel, Sep‘aan’ber 24 1929
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Refreotfully it was leamed by the boys anﬁ- men too that the.
oyder from the War Dopaztment had coms for the yegiment %o
entrain from Fort MoHenyy.,. |

The Baltimore and Ohio Rajlroad, in 1880, ovganized
The Agevolation for the Relief of thé*mnplcy'eea of the
Company in Siokness and Death.. ‘Tnis’ organization efforded
the flyst protection i ven ‘the employees and thei‘r familion,
Arthuglﬂinaal of Grai"aon. wEl & membex of  the hm:& of diw- -
resbors.. | | A -

Duping the yesy 1961 mail service was esteblished om
Looal tratins bebtween Grafton and Paykeysbuwg and. Chaxles
Ebwt wan appointed alerk on thim rﬁn. ‘ -

The pedple of Grafhon, who were interested in the oon-
atmotﬁ on of ‘a reilrosd betwéen -fmt_tton- and,. m-lippi?vz..asllad .

‘& mass meeting in the gourt house, Septembeér 9, 1888, Colonel

LeRoy Cofran, prest ding offieew, stated the object of 'b};ze
meeting wag Ho ooneider ways and means to construct a line of
raliroed Ho conneot Grafton with the town of Philippd and the
baok oountry whose rescuroes in mineral and tismber wealth were
boundless and Wowld mean mich for the business interest of
Grafyon., | | | |

" Bhort talke wee giwn by Hone {ﬂhoms Braa:rerd ana. Sanmel

Zf(h Wovds of Philippi and by Hon, By ¥, Mar'ain, John W, Magon

gnd L, 8, Johmaon of Gra:ttan, who ' atrangly advooated the con~
Mma‘bian of “the road, %baaxipbiona wexro aaked and the gum

21 Grafton 3entinel Sept ember 26, 1929
Ph: Honvines, Septeiber 26, 1929




T ——————

2%,
of $4,500 wag Pledged in thia méa‘bing. John W, Magon, LeRoy
Gofran end Samel V. Woods wexre appointed a committes to
goliodt subsoriptions axd oanvass the town,

The aommlttes yeportded g'reat muagess with thelr sales.
Pubting thie with the amount ralged in Barbour Cownty, plus
B blook of 40,000 of the stook plaged in New York City, the
promoters organized by eleoting Hom, B, F, Martin, president;
and George M. Wnitescarver, ganezal_mnaggg. .

A ol rﬁa:sin the name of the Grafton an)&l Greenbrier ralle
road wag gxa_ntea. The dompany then asked far bids for the
grading and aongtruotion of the voad bed. Geowge &, Fouber
and Bon, being the lowast hidder, was given the gontract for
the firet olght miles &t a price of $10,000 per mile beginning
a% the mouth of Pnree Fork Oxeek, in %he aoxporate limits of
Grafbon, Foater asnembled his forde of workmen here and
stayted consbruotion, They fivet razed the old Dlosk house
built by the United States Government durdng the Civil War as
a fort. This blook house oooupled the point of land where the
Thres Fork Oreek and the Tygart Valley Biver meet and had been

used by the people of West Grafton as a jail sinse the war,

At the seme time they tove down the old wire bridge, the ap=-
proadh 40 the blook house, o exeot a temporary trestle amcroes
the s’tifaam-g By November 23, 1883, seventeon miles of track
had hgen 1&:!.&,, Wifsh no mire delay the oompany hoped to have

30 Brwman Popers
34 '.L‘ay:l.a:z Gorun Yy Doea Bcwk Na. 16, P 98
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| traing raming into Philippl by Christmas. The compeny alao
2 completed the railroad bridge across Three Fork Creek and
ad&ed_aiaewalkgsfor the acdommodation of the people 11ving
In South Grafton,

The first train out on thiam zailrosd was sent from
Grafton ngruary 4, 1884, It wag marmed by William Gyaham,

engineer; Bernard Wilmoth, f£ireman; Captein James Flanagen,
condustor; end Charles M. Blehop, brekemsn, The train
carried Presldent B, F, Martin, General George W.'Brown,

John W, Mason, Dr. A, He Thayer, Unarles ¥. W. Kunst, Dr.
Soott A, Harter, General Maﬁagar.ﬁaoraa W, Whiteaearver and
Henzy L. Grant, agent, Colonel B. ¥. Kelly, who led the
first land battle of the Civil War in Phillppi,-Juna 3, 1863,
with the seoond Mrs. Kelly, were the gueaté of honor, In
inviting Colonel Kelly for this event, President Martin wrote;
"The presense of yourself and gool wife will 244 greatly to
our pleasure, The spot whers we oelebrate our opening is
histoxio ground to yourself and many others, e gathering
gtorm of more then twenty'yeara 15 lost in the halloved mun~
shine of peage, The dark clouaa‘and thunderatiorms heve
‘passed, swords are beaben inte plow shares and pruning hooks,”
, At Phiiippi,_?resiaent Mariin seid in introducing Colonel

'g', ﬁally: "Ihe triumphs of peage are greatar than the triumphs

3 of waxr: I have a greater aaptivé-tcday than Colonel Kelly
had when I was hig captige that rainy gummer night nearly a
quarter of a aentury past. B

1] Brinkman Papaxe
36 Ibid,
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This same year Willlam M, Clemants, general manager of
the Baltimove and Ohio Raillvond, woelgned and scocepted the
pregidency of the Grafton and Gaeenbrler Railrond, and e
mail service was esbablished on 1t. Pyior to that time ail
mail fop points in Barbour and Rendolph Countles hed heen
sent to Webster, thenmae by siage or riagg.

ﬁu%ing the aepmeséien of 1893 Wall Strect foreolosed on-
the Grafton and Greembrier Reslvoed and July 27, 1893, August
Faure redeomed the stook and thereby cvtained the ownership.

He then formed & uarﬁﬁwatipn known as the Grafton and
Belingbon Rallroad Gompagg. Followlng the depression the

road was kept in operatlon until 1912 when the finanolal

sl tuation of the vompany bordered upon genseral bankrupioy,

This factoy gave no other albornative than to sell ox fall to
redesm the stook, The company ohose the former and the Grafton
and Belington Railwoed Company was, November RO, 1913591n*
soxporated into the Balbimore and Qhio Railroad Company.,

The firet paseenger bealn out of Grafion over the newly
opensd TFalrmont, Morgentown, ami Eittaburgh,igangh‘left the
Baltlmore and Ohlo Statlon heve April 14, 1886, Jomn T,
MGG?&W} atborney for the Balbtimore and Ohlo Rallroad, asked
permigsion of the alty oownodl, Apwydl 14, 1889, to build an
fron bridge from Tabrobe Street aaross Buxn's Alley, to the
pagaenger station and also agked the city oounsil %o condemm
37 Grafton Sentinel, Ovtoher B, 1929
28 Taylor County, Deed Book, No. 26, p, 106

39 Tayloy County, Dead Book, No. B, p. 464
40 Grgﬁtqn Sentiﬁgl, Do Loper 8, 1929
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‘Bnrn'a Alley for yhis purpogi. The requeat was granted and a
contraot was made, in whioh the Beltimore and Ohio Railroad
agreed %o allow pedestyions to use thim hridge which was oom-

47
pleted the followlng year, 1890,

Sunday moxning Magust 3, 1890, the railroud dbridge
spanning the Tygart Valley River sollepsed under the gtrain
of & aarailea frelght oax of a train enroutse to Parkershurg.
The first pard of the trein and engine had reacghed West
Grafton where a omy in the middle of the train left the rails
and tore out the midale gupport on the weat side of the
bridges Dgoaping oil from a tanker aoon apread over the sur~
fage of the water and someone waniting to aaé what would happen
threw a lighted broom f:om the new bridge down on the floating
masg of oll. Only heroic efforts of the residents and train
grxews saved the buildings along the entire river froﬁ%.

The Baltimore and‘Ohio Railroad came to the rescue with
8ll their bridge foiaea from fhree divigl ons. They hui;t a
yemporary structure across the river amdl under the supervision
of Robhert T, Heflin nad trelns crossing 1t within thirty-six
nours after the amcgldent. While this work was in progress all
pagsengers, mail and expﬁess, as well as perighable merchan-
&iae,was'tranafarred over the paw-oauntylhriage.. Had thie
bridge not ﬁaan opened a shoxt time before, the company would
have hoeen uompailaa_to abandon all traing on the Parkexahurg
41 Grafton Sentinel, Ootober 14, 1929
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Brandh, |

A freak mocident happened on the evening of July 8, 1909,
A well filled passenger train omﬁiné; into the Grafton yards
from Whoeling, left the rails anmd folbed along the ties for a
distance of three to four mndred feet and, striking the
gwitceh, Jumped back on the irack again'. ﬁfhe pagsengers were |
ghaken and Jjostled about in s Lrightful mannér but no one was
geriously injured.

The land agent for the Baltimore and Ohio Rallrond in
1900 petitioned the olty couns il to ebandon thah part of

_nyaaaa.ar Street bebtween Main Streed and the company lLine fox

the purpose of building a new pasa'enger‘ station, All members
of the council approved and the work was begun early in 1911,
unger the supervision of Kdward North, fox J, J. Walsh and
Son of Baltimowre., The new stntion was offlcelally opened to
the pubiic on August Ll, 1911, when a large celebration was
held in honor of the event, Grafton i8 proud of itzapaaaenger
sbation yot, for Lt 1s one of the finest in the atate.

In 1910 the railroad began extensive yard improvements.
The officials of the company assked the ¢lty councll to abandon
Meangz Crogalrg in the east end of fown, saying that 1t was the
intention of the sompany to purchase all af bhe property on
the north hank of Three Fo:.'}_c Greek and to oconvert it into yard
xoam; A oounsil committee reported a8 Pollows:

44 1bid, ‘ - _ ‘ ‘
4b Uxafion Senﬁine:_l._, Novenrber 13, 192%
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To the common comnoil of the oity of Grafton:
Your commities appointed %o confer with the Baltimore
and Ohlo agents, and the County Court respectfully
recommend that the olty make the following proposition
to the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Company: that is
to say; the olty will abandon Means Crossing in con-
sideration that the Baltimore and Ohio Railroed Company
bulld and maintain over its tracks at Bridge Street,
a4 bridge wide enough for two wagon roads, and a six
foot walk on one side, and %o donate to %he aity the
sum of {16,000 to complete the bridge to the north
glde of Garrett Street in South Grafion, and to

maintein the upkeep of the span aoroms the tracks

forever, amd %o save the celbty hormless from any

damage caused by the erestion of the bvridge., 46

gy To Wilson, diviel on engineer for the rallroad, ac-
capted the ocouncil's ter.mé for amion behalf of the company,
ralat_iye_to the erestion off the oveiheaa bridge a8t Rridge
Street, in éonsi‘daration to the abandonment of Mean's Crose-
ing. m Baltimore and Ohlo gave the contract ;foﬁ."" the new
yard improvements %o Uhaxles A, Sims and Gompany of Phila-
aielphi.a. They began wérk in 1911 with a large force of steam
shﬁvela and other mod.ern equipment, Tno ghovels attacked
the hillsides out in the ;eaat' end, changed the course of Thres
Fork Oreek pushing the_ohann:el. over agalnat the south bank,
£111ed the old chamel, and widened out the ground to accommow
date about twenty tmqks ;whem two had been, Raillroad Street
and the ";Boardwailc", Graftonts famous promenade of the early
days, was removed for twackage room, T™e overhead bridge at
Bridge btreet was ereaﬁe‘aﬁ. "a{nﬂ also a new railroed bridge
agross Three Fork Creek, to divert the east bound treins from
the Grafton apd Bolington Branch vrithou’a hauling them oui on
the Wheeling Dvision,

46 Brinkman Papers

4% Ibid, -
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A gtory wag told of an Irish man who stopped in his
travels to watoh the operation of one of the glant steam
shovels that :L:lrted. and dépaaiwa one gquare yard of earth
in a walting train of oars in one operation, Having gazed
spellbound for a time at the snormous power of the shovel,
he was heard to remark: "Be~gorral y8 ocan do mors worzuck

than siventy Ivishmen, but ye osn't vote the Dimsorat tloket."
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POLITTCAL HISTORY
Grafton, vith a population of 456, was first ineoxpo-
ratfd by an gat of the Virginia General Assembly March 15,
1856, The charter wag, however, allowed to lapse during the
Civil Var and in Febfuary 1866 the town applied 1o the West
Virginie Lﬂsiﬁlatuxa for another oharter, Charles Newlon,
member of the législature from Taylor County, had the aob
pagsed and at the‘aéma time reviged and. amended the charter.
The railyoads Ffought the renewal, Lor during the four years

1t was inoverative gq corporation tax had been assessed

againat its properdy..

In 1870 the part of Grafton now known ag South Grafton
was surveya& and sdded to the $own, The maps were delivered
to the office of the mayor on Aprild 30, 1873.

At a me@biny of the residenta of Grafton in the bagsement

0¥ the Presbyterian Churoh, Apxil 14, 18%Y1, the proplety of

‘moving the county seat from Pruntytown o Grafton wes dla-

ougged and & sum of $5,000.waa pledged Howard defraying the
expenses of suoch & remavél,lﬂhquld the people of the g ounty
approve 1t., Tne mayor named the following committee: A. D.
Casbeel, Dr. A, H, Thayer, and John Bosley to oonfer with the
county supervisors regaidiﬁg & apaaiél glection fﬁr that pur=
poBs, i proposition had to be sbmitted to the legislature

“for approval, whioch wag granﬁéa.ﬁpril 7, 1873 and atipulatea

1 Gratton Jentinal, Sept ember 12, 1929

g 1nid
b Gra?tan Sentiinel, uepteMbar 13, 1929
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that this proposition should be ratified by the people of
4
Taylor County at the next regular election.

The reamons for this request and its approval by the
legiglature were obvious. Since the formation of Taylox
County in 1844, the county seat had been Pruntytown, the
largest town in the county and accesaible to the more thiok-
Ly populated part of the county by the daily stage aoaches
over the Northwestern Tumnpike which used the plaocs as a
terminal, Bub with the coming of the railroad, travel by
atage ocach coeaned oompletely, as the railroad offered cheap-
8r, oasley and move rapid mesns of btrensportation, This left
Pruntytown igolated und accessible only h& horge and wagon,
which entailed loss of time and discomfort to the people hav-
ing husiness with the ocourte, |

Beoauae of this changed oondition the eourt in July
1878 oalled an election to conmider t%ﬁ removal of the
county seat from Pruntytown to Grafton. The following notice
$o0 the voterse was posbed; “

TO ALL WHOM IT MAY CONCERN;

Take notioe, Whet on the first day of the July

term of the County Court of Yaylor (ounty, in the

State of West Virginia, for the yoar 1878, a potit-

ion in oonformity with the provipions of Sestion 29

of Cheptey 49 of the Code of Vent Virginia as amended

and enacted by Chapter 1l4 of the Aots of the Legls=-

Jature of West Virginia entitled "An Act Amending and
Re-enaating caertain Seotions of Chapter Thirty-nine
of the Code Concemming Boards of Supexvisors so as %o

Confer Upon County Courts or other Tribunals the
Alininistrations of County Affairs,™ approved April

4 Gréfton'Sentinei, Sep bembex 14, 1939
5 byinkwen Papers
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7, 1875 will be pregented to the said Court asking
that the county seat of szid County of Taylor may be
relosated and placed at the town of Grafton in sald
county, and that the said Couxt will order at the
: next regular election held thereafter in the sald
{ gounty for county officers, a vote shall be taken
between the aald town of Grafton and the exlsbing
sounty seat {now loocated st Pruntytown in said ccunty)
ap provided by the sald section 29 of Chapber 39 of
the Code of West Virginia herein before referred to.
Given this 1lth day of June 1878,
8., A, Harter, R+ M. Hanshaw, Isago Nvana,
HMoses Kingaid, - Geoff J, Fleming, 8, P, MeCormlak,
J« He Bmallwood, Jehn ¥, Clayton, C. Core,

N, H. Meanrs,  John Millery, Goo, Byinkman,

G. E. Jarvis, Martin Miller, Henyy Louthke,

Ty A, Reed, N« s Pos, M, D Bainbridge,
John Doonan, Andvew Shroyer. ©

1 At this election the people of the eaastern and southern
L ends of the couniy voted almos# unaminoual& in fa#or of re~
moval , bub thpae in the weaéern ond fought 1t bitterly. In
gplte of this opposition ﬁhe voters decided in favox of re~

P ST T

moval by & large majority. $hoe following day all books,

records, papers and obther properties belonging bo the aourt

7 wore brought to Grafﬁon in wagons, and Brinkmen Hall woa

; placed at the disposal of the aourts The first gourt heid in
Grafhon was there, Judge Charles F, Tewins presiding. Hugh
Evans was the sherlff; John 3, 5, Hery, olerk; snd Samuel FP.
MoUormiak, proseeutlng atioxney.

: ?he aourt passed an order for the purchese of a lot

-é- between Main and Latrohe ﬁtraqta; belonging to Mary Boland,
for the site of & court house, Bids were asked for specific-

abions made by Arohitect Wamne of Parkershurg., The contract

6 Taken from an original notice chiained from Charles
Byimkman
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was glven to James ﬁagiasun, algo of Parkersburg, who pﬁahea
the work to completion,

In 187L the town corporation lineg were éxtended to in-
glude that porition on to§ of the hill l&ing gouth of the
Nor thwestexn Tummpike, On September 30, 1872, the town was
divided into wards by the ftown council.‘ That part lying
west of St. Jobn's Streed and norih af Three rerk Croek wag
designatad the Firat wagd) that portion Lying eaat of ot.
Johxt's Street and noxth of Thres Fark Creek the Second wara;
while thag portion lying-saﬁth of Three Fork Cveek was the
Thiyd waxd, | | |

At @ meeting of the people, September 21, 1884, ways and
means of seouring & Grafton Park were aiscuaseg.‘ @he alte
was losated on the Tygant Velley River about one milae above
the town, which thé opening of the Grafton and Greenbrier
Railroad had made accessible and was thought to be an ideal
gpot. It was nob, hmﬂevér, unti1‘l9l1 that Grafton was ahle
to purohase this land and open the park to the publis, The
puyehage price vas @1,5%%.

The Australien ballot was used for the firet time in
Grafton in the electlon of March 21, 1892, when fthe town vas
divided into poling-piaeas, oxte in eagh waiﬁ. Thore waa maoh
dtgsatiafaction with the now pallot law, and the next yeax
‘the people vesumed thelr old method of vobting until they
7 Grafiton Seﬁtinei, Sep tenber 25, 1929
8 Byinkman Papers
9 Gity Reanwaa(leaé) Hebiﬁlona; pa 70

10 01ty Reaoxds, Vol. 17 10
11 Clty Records, Mazoh Pi 169? pa 489
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oould beoome better aoquaintad with the new ayatég.-

West Grafton and its charter were abolished March 8,
1897 and the former became a part of Graft%g; Until this
time West CGrafton was a seprrabe town and had lte own mayor
and counoil, It wam fi:at incorporated In 1874, with John
Adair as the first mayor, The main reason for Weat Grafton
joining CGrafton proper was the wish of residents of the forx-
mey to enjoy the improvements, such as mnicipal water system
and paved shtreets, that the lawger town had o offer. |

Six years later, 1903, Fetterman wag also added to
Grafton and turned over its resords, money and tax bills in
acoordance with anlget p%aaad by the lagislature ‘6alled
"The Greater Grafton Bill". Fotterman; a siage cocach term-
inal, firat named Valley Bridge grew around the old sovered
bridge on the Nor thwestern Turnpike and was nemed by the
railroad officials in honor of Saxah B, Fetterman, a prominent
woman and large land ownexr. The petition for a town charter
was pamsed by the Virginia Gensral Assembly, Februazy 26,
1859, Government of the bown was by meyor and counoil with
Robert MoGonkey as the £iret mayor, Grafton was redlstricted
on April 2, 1899 tovincluae Westy Grafton and again in 1907
%o inolude Fetterman, In this last dlvision the present five
wards weye forxmed.

12 City Records, Mareh 21, 1893, pe 473

iﬁ gtgyﬁﬁgggggi.AVoiaré gamgggta list of West Grafion's
15 Grafbon Sendinel, October 31, 1929

16 T{%y Reooxds, VoL, By p» 347
17 Ut‘ay Reooyda(1881), D 154
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BRIDGAES
g Grafton has often been called "the Uity of Bridges".
I The fact that two wards of the town avye out off from eaoh
other and the town by Tygart Valley River and Three Foxk
Ureek made the bullding of these bridges not only a oone
veniense tut a necessity, Then too, bridges were btuilt
over the railread {racke to give greater safety to braffic
and o allow the trains to procesd unhempered,

Prior %o the year 1881 a wire bridge {built in 18562)
over Three Fork Oreek, Just west of the Rourd House, wae the
only bridge in Grafton., On April 16, of that year Mayor
Goohran oslled the attention of the Town Counsil %o the
unsafe condition of this old byidge and to the dengerous
approach %o it over the rallroad mm’éﬁ. A committee of
three was sppointed o canie# with the Baltimore and Ohio
Railroad offiolals in rigard to the oomsfruotion df BN over-
head bridge at this point, This dommittes reported the per-

fect willingness of the Baltimore end Ohio to construct such
& bridge eorops the tyaoks, provided the town would erect a
apan acrogs the waters of Thyes Fork Creek., This bridge was
completed the following yaggland gorved until the yard im-
provements wexe made in 1910, '

o In the eayly years the oxly means of commmnicafion be=

jween Grafion and Weat Oraffon was soxoes the railroad

18 City Reocords, Vol, B, pps, 1=19
19 G1ty Remastleax;. e 168
20 Gity Reoords(l882), D _300
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briage. Taams“and.wégona ﬁofﬁed-the rivey below this bridge.
Dufing the high waﬁex parica thig forrage was dhngerous for
both the men and the enimals, AV an'orﬁér of the County Couxrt
{1889) a steel bridge was built.ovef the railroad tracks and
river to eliminate the dangerous ovossing. It was opened to
traffio on Februaxy 22, 1890, Thias bridge was condemned in
1914 and the prggent aonorete bridgé was bullt aﬁd opened
Degpenber 24, 191b. A -

By 1909 there was gtill no mesns of oommunicatibn be~
tween West Grafton and Soubh Grafbon. ALL trafflc hed to
gome over.the gteel bri&gg to . the main part of tbwn, then
aoross the overhead bridge to Bouth Grafton, In view of the
needs of better.cdmmunieation; Mayor James Love appointed
Councilmen Wilkenson, Reainger, and Iuzadder to confer with
the County Court relative to the proposed new bridge to be
eiected betwesn Walnut Street on West Side and Grand Street
on South Side, Arvangements were made fox ﬁgg sonsbruction
and the bridge was completed Deaember 31, 191l.

STREERS
. Aboub 1853 Main Street began to take on the semblance of
a street. .It wag then called Elimabeth Street for Klizabeth
Doonan, wife of John Doonen, a merchant and leader of the
town in the early deys. The name was changed o Main Strest
in 187L. |

The first strests were mevely dirt roads full of deep

21 Brinkman Pepers =
22 City Records(l9lL), ». 128
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mts made by wagon whaglat During the summer months resi~
dents were ohoked with duaﬁ sauged by passing teams and
wagons, In winter, when the snov and raln oame, the mud was
shurmed by traffia so $hat é‘wagon wheel would sink %o the
nub.  Pigs and ohickens yan wild oyer these atreets and
garbage was girewn avérywhara. Boardwalks were ih use atb
that time, but the people had mo way of orossing the streets

without going knee-deep in mud, I+ was nog until 1872 that

_ atepping gbones were lald at several plaoces,

On April 18, 1874 the town council aﬂvertiaed for bids
for 320,000 for aﬁraeﬁ improvements, The town was to issue
bonds in the denomination of $1,000, $600 and $100, hearing
nine peroent interest and payable in twenty-two yeara;
Blizabeth Texter bid Lor §15,000 worth of theae bbngg.
Leonard Mellonee was appointed superintendent of the street
imprqvement and the salavy and pay for this work ﬁas fixed;
for laborers, $1.40 per day; foreman §1.50 per day; Supex-
intendent of construstion, 360 per month; cart and driver,

- $2,80 per day; water boys, §.80 per day. Bids for construct-

ion were %o be advertised in the Grafion Sentinel ggd the

woxk, Lf poasible, given to the residenta of Grafton,

The first oontrast was glven %o Bettn and Company. Thisg
sompanyts work provea'unsntisxaa#ory,_hQWavar, and the aon=
traot wag aancelléd. Fredrick Blume, track foreman of the
Baltimore and Ohio Rellroad, was employed bo teke charge of
23 Grafhon Sentinel, September 16, 1929

24 Uyaf¥on nensinel, September 18 1929
26 Braffon Sent: Hel, Sephtembex 10, 1929
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the paving work, Under him the work wed pushed rapidly and
before had weather the péoﬁle of Grafton were out of the md
on Main Btreet, Thisggas rough paving but mch hetter than
plowing through the mud.,

Curb was placed on Latrobe Street ag far down ag Shaw's
Gorner at the same time ag the paving of Main Street, but it
was nob until Ootober 31, 1887 that the paving of Latrobe
Strest was brought before the people of the town. The greab-
eat part of the hauling to,ana'from the frelight depot, was
along this narrow sireet, The people owning property here
caused the council much trouble by not migning for thelr
‘share of the improvement., After mich delay they were inducud
to sign, and a oommittee was sent to Wheeling to examine
paving bricka, This7acmm1ﬁtée'reporﬁed that style of paving
wag mach superior to stone, Maroh 18 1890 this street was
extonded to join with the new Baech Street briﬂgz.

on February 19, 1896 the town oouncil passed an ordinance
to bond the town for the sum of $1,500 far curbing, 33,500
for & systém of aewage and $60,000 for street improvamants;
the qnegtion to be aﬁbmitted to the peopla at the Maroh

-elaction. This proposition was passed and the town author~

ized the street committee $o advertise for bids for ouigﬁng,

sewago and the paving in the local end nearby newspapers.
26 Thid o
27 Uﬁ"‘Recozaa(w%) pe 840

28 Giﬁy Reaoxda(l&Q&‘ P8, zean?bv
29 Gity Resords(1896) ,ppa. 272-273
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Thomas Malony end J. E. Malony w&ré.awardad,the oontract
for the soewape system and the pavigg. Work was begun and
the aidgwalka were piled high with briock and tile. These
sontractors abandoned ﬁheir contract, and Cornelius Kennedy
wag employed to take over the unfinished wegi.

The next year, Saptemﬁer %0, 1897, the Yates plot in
Went Grafton-waa purveyed and 1&1& off into lots, and the
town'oraeraa the gtreets gradgg. Bogoh was the first to be
paved in $ho pection frum.the new bridge to the tracks of
the Baltlmore and Chio Railroad. Onoe started the paving,
our bing ani sewage systqm prosseded rapidly in all paxts of
town, and in 1903 the mayox {ssued a proglamation pertainling
40 the lassue of bonds for $90,000 for wvarious at?éet maving
and aewazg. The people of South Grafton petitioﬁad'the
souncil bo have Barrett Dtrest out along the side of Thayex
Hill %o ocomnsot with.ﬁ;gh Stréet'én that alde. 'They oited
the faot that when the f£loods covered Front Street, the people
Living east of the briaga were out off frbm Yown, John .
Keane was glven the oonbract fo open this street. To come~
plete 1t a abtrip 6f_lan¢ was, in December, purchased from the
George Miller heig:. u |

The old Texber Ben&a, pusbers 1 to 30, were destrvoyed in
the pressnne of the vity eollootoxr (Jenuszry 9, 1209)., These

30 Clby l?ecoraaile%).' Pe 299
21 ity Records{li96), D« 204
32 (ity Records{1897), D. 430
83 City Recorde(lo03), p. 306
%4 Brinkman Papers
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bonds were for theasum of $15,000 and were used to ocobble
| Mein Street in 1874, Ag is evident the town grew rapialy in
| é_ these yeaxs. Most of the important streets of the town were
' paved and sewers were lald, Many of the 0ld streets were
renamedl. Here are a few of the ohanges:
Blizabeth to Main Street; |
Clara to Dewey Avenue (Wesgt Grafton);
Pleasant Alley to Boyd Street;
Fetterman Avenus to West Mein Street;
Maxple Street to Thayer Street, 36

STREE? LIGHTS

As early as lB?i\reaiaenta of Grafton realized the need
for artifiolal stréet lights, and Samuel Albright, proprietor
of the Grafton Gen Works, signed a sontract with the town to
furnish gas for that purpose at elght cente per lamp pex
night. FHe erected seven cagt iron lamp posts, one at Comp~
ton's corner, one at Omssell's corner, one at the point where
Main and Latrobe streets meet, one opDOaite Gastéel'g store,
one af'_Dr. Kennedy's corner, one at Jenning's corner, and an-
other at Bumm's Alley. I% was not until several years later
that natural gas was usgg. |

In 1874 %he resi&ents petitioned the counoil to have the
gtreet lights placed on the neareat corner to all the churchasg,
This request wes granted. Until 1876 the lights were turned

36 Brinkman Papers
6 Brinkman Papara
37 Ivia
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off at curfew, bub in this year fhe council ordered the ser=
geant to allow the gas lamps at Dr, Thayerts ¢orney and at
the Junotlon of Main and Istrobe streets to burn all night.

He A, Bands of Wheeling, representative of an electrio
light company, came before the counpil and explained the
manner and probadble cost of bullding and maeintaining a mun-
iaipally owned elaotric lighting plant. The council, Feb-
ruary 12, 1897, 'pasaed.. an ordinance authorizing the town to
ereot, equlp, malntain and own an elestrioc light plant, Thie
question was submitted to the people and passsed at the mun~
ioipal election held Maroh 15, This system replaced the old
gas lemps, and as new wards waré'incorporated the street
lighting was extended.

mﬂsx’o;m:uon

The town oounoll, August 19, 1901, granted X, M. Wilkins
a Pranchlse to build amd maintain.an sleatrio street rail-
way on the streets of Grafon amd stipulated that he should
not chaxge mbre than riveaggnta for oonveying passengers
within the oo#poraﬁe limitsg ’Tpia-franchiae Wi § tranafezged
to Fredrick T. Martin of Fairmont'with zge game provigl ons
but the franohise wag later declared vqid. '

In 1906 Charles Duxbin aaked for a franchise for the
"City'ﬁailway" to.arect; maintain, and equip a street rall-
wéy, This frenchise wa s granted suwbject to the or@inanoea
28 City Resords{1897), P 547
39 City Reooras{190l), p. 208

H
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40 City Regords(190l), pps. 216-816
41 City Reoords(1905 » Do 596
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and, proviglons of the oity oouroll, The imcorporators ac-
cepted the proposition on July 2, and.sigmed the agreement,
The incorporators were Charlea R. Durbin, William Morgan,

H. W. Chadduek, W. ¥, Tapp, and Ira E, Robinsﬁﬁ. The rail-
way was completed the next year and the Grafton Traction’
Company, as 1t was oalled, erested their barns on the Grafion
Gas and Eleatrioc ILight Company lot on Bagt Main.Stregi.

The Grafiton Traotion Gom@any in 1909 again applied fox
a franchise~ this time o xun their track down St, Maiy's
dtyeet, %o axect a brlidge tur_railway purpose across lygart
Valley River, and to lay & line of track om Beech, Walnut
gtreet and Mapiz Aveme §n_tha wend aiae; Thia franchise
wes also granted. ﬂhe next yeary tha company gave a_ﬂbntzaot
to the Farris Briagélcompany to gonstruot an tron bridge

aoross Tygart Valley River to carry their cars to the west

'side and contracted with Pajterson, Boyer and Moryris fLor the

sonorete plers and abﬁtmanta; Thig same year (1910} the oax
barns wexe moved to the old ball park in Betferman,

This railwey was Yhe main tranaportaﬁibn for the people
of Grafton_until 1931, when it gave way U0 more modern mesns
or-tianspoitation and thus beoame pard ofuianidhing Amerion,

a  WATER SYSTHM |

As in all early settlementa the £irst settlers in thisg

dommunity dug wells or took water from nearby running

gprings. Fach family had’1ts own source of water, whereas

42 Grafton bantiuel Novamher 2, 1929
43 Thid
44 Grafton Sentinel Novemhar 13, 1929
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institutions such as churches and sohools dug wells to sup~
ply their needs. Ag more gettlers came, more and more wells
ware dug. No provisi ons weré mnde for proper seanitary pre~
oautions for these old wells, and many of them were open %o
all of the elements, As & result epidemios apread over
Grafton. For thls réason end the expansion of the rrailroads
and large industrles, reaiaents démandeﬁ. that an adequate
water supply be provided and maintained for transportation,
indugtrial and home purposes, In reply to the many petitions,
a commitbee was nppointed oonsigting of: Michael L. Barrett,
William Jennings, and James T, Hendriokson, %o find the type
and cost of an adequate systenm of waterworks, gufticlent to
supply Grafton_, July 8, 1833; Aftey inveatligating di:gfarent
syatems the committes recommended the Davenport System.
Ascordingly the mayor appoinied Charles F, W, Xanat, Henry
E. Wehn, and Patrick Moran, judges; Charles W, Newlon and
Hart C, Compbon, olexk, %o hold & special election July 21,
1887, for the adopil on or wejedbion of the Davenport System
of waberwor?c:. The following vﬁte was reported: for the

48
gyatem 347; againgbt, 7.

Following the speolal elestion Henxy 5, Wils came before
the counslil with a plan %o smpply the town with a system of

waternorks costing 845,000, The oouncil meked him bo mubmit
The next year, April 2, 1868, the oouncil appointed

45 City Records (Waterworks), p+ 28l
46 'Gra's_:f('ton Sentinel, Octdber 11, 1929
4% TIEy Records (Va exworks), ps BB88
48 City Reocords (Waterworksg, p. D42
49 City Records (Watexworks), D. 242
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Coundollmen ﬁitzinger; Patton and Barrett to draft an
oxdinance providing waterworks for the toﬁg. It wag not
until 1891, however, that a ¢onbraot wan mide with a competent’
axd reliable englneer. The commitiee then engaged J. P.
Styrawn, 8 watey engineer of Salem, Ohio, who prepared plans
and apedificationa for a complete system of waterworks cap~
able of supplylng the town with an sbundance of wa’_ogi. The
sabimated cost wae $40,000. This estimate wes approved by
the oouncil and was submitted for ratification by the people
in ay election held March 21, 1&33. It was #atified by the
people but Attorney William R, D, Dent informed the gounoil
that this specisl elestion was unconstitutional, It was re-
forred to the people again in 1894 and appiovzg. The Mexoh~
ants and Maehaniaa.ﬁank of Grafton bought the entire issue
of the $40,000 Waterworks Bong:. |

~ The couneil then appointed two of its members, Benjamin
F;rBailay, of the third ward, snd Arch U, Love of the second
ward, end three citizens; George C, Smith, maatei mechanio
of the Baltimore and ohio Railroad, Lafayette E, Ward and
Creed 0; Newlon, to serve as & Water‘boara and to oversee
ard izeot the comstruotion of the eystem. Wilkeme and Davia-
gon, water engineers of Pittshurgh. were employéd by the
gounoll to auperinténa-the"aonstruction of the water system
for the prive o2 G1409, Bennet and Talboth of Falzpiont were
50 Uity Records (Vaterworks); p. 254
5L City Reaords (Watexworks), p. 886
52 City Reoords (Waterworks), P. 490
B3 City Recovds (Waterworks), p. 398

54 City Recoxds (Waterworma)a p, 130
85 City Reoordi(1894), p. 136
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awarded the contract for dullding the system at a oost of
$32,827. They‘filed 8 properly exeouted hond for the com-
pletion of the work and began constructlon 1mmed1ate?§. At
the completion of the water system the final payment was
made to the contrastors end the plant was turned over to the
olty om January 21, legg.

The counail on August 8,'1911 deemed 1t expediant to
order a speclal eleotion asking the citizens to vote on an
issue of $90,000 for a héw system of waterworks, This plant
was to be located in the oity's newly acquired park. hn
itemized list of prefered costs follows: Power house and
staok, $17,000; river intake, %1,500; moving old maohinery,
$3,000; two new water tube boilers of BFP horse power, $7,500;
one new fly wheel pump, #16,000; 18,000 feet of 14 inch main,
526,070; 8,400 fest of secondary main, $14,2680; supervision
and contingencies, $6,6604 a total of $90,0gg. An elsotion
to decide on this issue wae held on Sepbember 21, 1911 and
tha‘following vote cast; For ratificatdonm, 4B7; for raject-

jon, 1856, The propoel tion having ocarried the mayor was

guthorized to advertise in the Grafton Sentinel and the
Leader for plans and speaificatibns for the new water works.
The bond issue was sold to Meyer, Dieppe and Walter of Cine
oinnati, Ohio for $92,619 and the contract for the sonstruct-
ion was awarded the Enberprise Construction Jompany for
$86,576.50. Thé system waaf¢qﬁpleted in 1912,

56 Gity-Records{lGQ& , P 188

57 City Recoras(1893), . 185

58 City Reoords(lQll?, pps. 12, 13, 14
59 City Recoras(19LL); p. 87




FIRE DEPARTMINT 50,

Iittle provision was made 1n the early years of the
town's'hiato?y for fighting fire, There was no definite
organization for fighting or for prevention. Nelghbors
formed Wuokel brigades and 414 vhat they could to save
burning property. _Thig wa g doubtful aid st the best and
about all they haa‘to offer was gympathy, The firet fire
fighting egquipment wes purchased in 18#5; when the town
scouncil ordered a mimber of 1adaéxs_and wood tuwckets placed
- at different points in the toﬁg. The Grafton Fire Company
wag organized in 1876, and elected LeRoy Cofran president
and. Jameé H, Stout, sgcretary. ‘Corran appeared hefore the
oouncil and asked for sn appropziation off$eoo to equip the
company with £ighting equipmeg%. By 1896 the town had pur-
chased hose and other equipment_and hbae honses were erected
in thq différent wards. A steém whigtle was placed on the
héilqr at the_Eleatrio Light Gomﬁany'a plent to sound alarms,
This was'ohangea in a fow years to the Baltimore and Ohio
ahop whistle. R

In 16896 Williem Jennings wes elected fire ehief of the
ﬁewly oreated fire depariment and called for ioiunteers to
form & sompany for eaoh ward, All members of these oompanies
under tha,age-of twenty~one were requirved to get a release
from their parehta‘or guardiané releaaing_the town from any
damages for injuries recelved by reason 6f'their membexrship
in these oompanies., The oity bought & fire wagon and horses

60 Grafton Sentinel, September 19, 1929
61 Urafton Sentinei, September 20, 1929
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in 1907 and appointed S5, L. Warthen, driver, He soon had the
harses trained so that when the alarm sounded they quioekly
took thely places in front of the wagon and were anxious to
go. Other lmprovements made during this year were fire
escapes abtached to0 all public tuildings., Ihe Opera House,
the Jarrett building, the Central Hotel, and the sehools
gnoh had these means of anfety placed on the bﬁildings.

An ordinance was pagsed in 1910 eatéhliahing a fire
1imit and restricting the erection of all frame buildings
and other hazardous zisks in the perserided limi%g.

IRMEPERANCE

In Grafton as in other towns during these early years,
the fight for temperanse was a long and bitter struggle.
Temperande First came to public notise in 1873, when a num-
ber of petitions, signed by the residenta, were presented
%o the council asking that it refuse to gwant license to
ell appliocants for the sale of spiritous ligquors. In enswer
to these pebitions the oouncil then paﬂsed'the following
resolution: "Resolved thet the Council of the. Town of Grafe

ton on and after Jﬁly 18, 1873, will not grent eny license

for the sale of spiritaua‘liquoxm for the present council
yeay, upon which applicants may pake appliqagiqn to the County
Court of Maylor County for the sale of liguors.” In 1881 the
oltizens again complained of fhe illegal eale of intoxloants
by the'“apaakeaaiéa", and asked the authoxities if they wexe
62 Byinkmen Papers N |
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powerless to stop the sale, that they at least punish the
drunkards who made nuisances of themselves on the streets.

The next year the counoll in an effort to stop the
rapldly increaning number of speakeasies which pald no
license and were in ‘ahé hands of men whose reputation was
poor, prepared an amanmﬁen‘t %o the town chaxter and asked
the state leglslature to free the town of the Jurisdiction
of the licenae‘ granting court and parmit' a vobe on this
queation every two ysars. They empow exed dounoi].mn John
J, Giiligan to gsrry the bill and deliver it into the hande
of Honorable David Powell, delegate of 'J’..‘ayloz,"!county in the

legislature, which was at that ¥ime convened at Wheeling.
When the temperance societies of the town learned of this
astlon they prepared & petition sigmfi by Williem Morgan snd
one hundred obther citizens, protesting against the action of
the aounclil and objeoting to any change in t_he oharter, Noth-
ing was heard from the legislature in veply to this petition
and T, Hill Marghell, editor of the Grafton Standaxd, asked,
through the columns of his paper, "1l Reverend David Powell,

rapresanﬁativa of the people of Taylor Com{iw, pleade arise
and ‘explein what he did with the psvples petition in Grafion,
‘asking for a change in the tdwn*-é form of govérnmant?“

To which nalég;ﬁte Powell zepllied:

ot gue, Iy BOtAtAOD 200 el O Gvarton, both Ln

thelr individual and corporate aapaoityﬁrespectmlly

etitioning the immediate paseage of a 11, hereto
gnnexeﬂ.. agxanding the oharter of the sald town saying:
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"We deem 1t of great importance to the town that this
- p1ll bwecoms 8 law during your texm, Very respectfully,
your obedlant servanis, . a
Johm L, Heohmezr, mayor.
Ms H. Dont, olerk |

John L, Gilligen, W, L. Grant,
Sandford M, White, Josephus
Rowland, Osoxge Brinkman,
_ - mémbers of the ocouncil,"

The only petition received from the oitizens of
Grafton in Taylor Ceunty wan slgned by William Morgen
and one hundred othey oltizens and reads as follows:

"o the Senate and House of Delegates:

We the unlersigned oitizenan of the town of Grafion,
Taylor County, West Virginia, having learned that a
petition had been presented to the leglslature asking
that an aot be passged authorizinf the town ocunuil to
grant liocense for the smle of inboxicating liquors, %o
the gramiing of which prayer anl powers we vehemenﬁly
and earnestly ovject andl remonmtrate.

Slgned, - ‘

Williasm Morgan and one hundred other citizens,"”
.1 am informed that the people of Grafton had never
seen the new oharter and knew nothing of its contents,
and, that I might proceed intelllgently, I .asked the
opinion of Martin and Woods, atborneys of your town, who
sent me some of the proposed changes in: the town gharter
ag follows; _ .

"Gonetituting the mayor an ex~offloio Justice of the
peace with powers extending throughout the countyy

- oyeating the office of a marshell for bthe wayoxrts oon-
venience; authorizing the aomneil o sell real estate

- Pox delinguent texes; which might be on ten days notlce;
i making the town taxes a lein after state taxes; glving
- the town exolusive oonbrol of the lLicense quesdon,
jgnoring the oounty court; voiing on the questlon every
two yearas; permlttlng no peraon %o vots for a councllman
except the two from his owm ward,"

T trust this will answer the Stenderd's questi on,

Youra very respectfully,
David Powell - 6B

The Woman's Ohristian Temperanoé Union started action in
1865 by engaging the services of Deteotive John W,,Eaggerty
to come to Grafton to woxk up oases against the thirty-five

proprietors of speékeaaiea then in operetion. They claimed

that the town authorities protected these violators and would
65 Brinkman Papeys
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do nothing %o stop the lllegal ssle of intoxloating liquors,

This aobion brought about the arrest of twenty proprietors,
They were brought before Magistyate Haymond and d.émah&.ad. 8
jury trial, In those years most of the men dvawn for jury
aerviaeetgexe in sympathy with the aellcu', 80 these men wexe
acquitted.

The ladtes of the Woman's Chilstian ﬁ?empe?anea Uni'on
were indlignant end began 'npan deﬁmnstrations agéinsts the
gelling of liquorx, mhey ateged daily parades with ofher

wonman of the towm and c;h’il&rén, oarrying banners denocuncing

"King Rum" and warning thé people of the horr;hle effeat on
the Lives and homes of Hhis, -the_moé‘s &aprﬁvaa destroyexr of
the numan race, These denmonstyations weré denounged by the
sympathizeré of the sellers end thosge ‘Who fhought the Temp~

erance Union had taken the iaw‘into thelx ovn hands. They:

probested therefore in the colums of the newspapers. These
prot eats were answered Ly MNws. dJ. V. Thompeon, corresponding
secretary of‘tha Tompeyance Union, who sald;

When the W.C.T.U, was organized all members pledged
themselves to abatain from all fermented drinke ard %o
wee whatever powey we possessed and all influence at our
commend, %o sapress the liguor traffis, How to fulfill
this second guesbion wag & aealed problem, We visited the
homes of many people, who we found in dire need, the
dimes of the fathey, that chould have heen gpent for
loaves for hig wife anmd children, rattled in the tiils
of the drem sellers. o : _,

We have Listened with esching hearts to the tales of
ubter migery and degradation of the mobhers and wives of
Loved ones in the olutches of the demon of darkness in

ouy midat,

66 Gpafton Sentinel, October 2, 1929
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We mave prayat’i with the &apravéﬁ and pentitent, have

peen him siruggle back bo sobriety, only to be dragged
lower., | |

o a0k, Hhan nobhies b6 done b Lhoyerh. thoss Sringsr

To the law breakihg we neilther offer apology or ex- .

O o ntn sanse For howes ena. Tiresides 67

The license queation vas voted on in 138? and pasged, the
vote being %63 for, Yo 164 againsi, 'l'hﬂ_commil: therefore
granted lLicenses to applicanis of good morai oha:aoter, Wt
the gounty oouxt, as in tha_past aeventégn years, réfused to
jasne the certifiaates to all applicants. Between 1887 and
1908 lioense was granted, The revemue Trom the aalobna wa s
naed to pay for the q%gy 1mprovamenta, guch as atreets, sewage
system, and water worke. . | |

In the election of 1906 the-vqﬁe was againgt ;ssueing
license for the firet time. The official oount was for, 641,
ageinst, 668, The saloon keepers then pebltioned ﬁﬁe asouncil
for a recount, 48 a rasnlt_or‘wh;ch”tha vote fox gaihed &9
votes and againat 46 votaé; Ag the shartor sﬁecifiad & three-
£ifths majority-waa necessary on fhe 1icense question, 1t was
defeaﬁgg.

The licenme of all galoon keepers explred on April 30,
1906 at midnight'and the town wae thronged by the oitlzeus,
ag well as people of thaiqbnnty,-to wi tnese this event,
Every man bibulously inelinéa provided himself with as moh
"hoooh as his poakatbaék would afford against the drouth",
67 Grafton Sentinel, October 2, 1989
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end the poor fellow lmbibed ag much as his capital would per;-
mit, Everything passel off quiotly encugh, Few arrests were .
made, #g the pollces depided that the "Wet Flement" would have
o go dxry for at lazg,at two yenors before the question would.
agein be submitded to the people and so leb them oalebrazg‘

The saloon keepers yequedibed that the que‘ation of ligense
be put before the people ugain in 1906 but they were defeated,
In 1907 the Liocense que%ion was again voted on anéi- corried.
The sounoll however restrloted the saloon arss o the bex-

" ritory between bhe viole sale house of Pl and Company and
wesh of St, John's Street. Tiquor licenses were voted oub
for tho third time in the elestion of 1909 ami reinatated at
the eleotion of 1911, The town steod for granting license
then until the state went dry in 19;’1.

IS

During the Civil Wer a blook houge was bullt in West
Grafton, It was intended o be used during the waz as a
fort to protect the Balilmore and Ohio Railmml. _Thia
milding beoame Grafton's fix‘st Jail, and wae uged ag such
from L8%5 i;o 1877, This building was condemaed in 1877 and
plang were made fo bulld a 'jmi‘ql, A {ié;ainmi-‘stae. somposed of
Charles Henghaw, Alexander Shav, snd Willlem Moxgen reported
thet they had seoured guownd on he rear of n lobt owned by
Goorge W, Uhambers, on which to uild a Ja% at-a rentul o:r
HAL2.60 per year for a peyiol of twenty years. A -small
70 Brinkman Pﬁpers

71 Ibid., -
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bullding was then £itded with irm cages anl the first pris-

onex was a drunk, The i;-on cages were later mold to the town
of Newburg but the bullaing is stiil. s'banding Just west of
the Baltimore and Onle Pagsengey ‘Statigg.

The small Jall built 4n 1677 was used ut a short time,
re BFeorge W, Chambers on whowse Lot 1% wag built olaimed the
bullding an hig own and demanded a monthly rental of $2.50,
o contrast oould be found %o Prove olthey side of the guest-
lon and rether than pay rent the town mde arrangoments with
the county commissionsr for the wae of "s'he émnty Juil,
logated in the Taylox County Cowrt building,

| HOSPIWAYS AND PUBLIC HUALYH |

In 18672 the United States Gwegﬁ;ﬁénﬁ boughﬁ land at the

corner of Beech snd Walwut streets and bullt the United

Stata%ﬁaneral Hoapital to cave for the war wounded in this
poation. Suxgeon CGeneral Ry W, Hazlett wes appointed super-
vmmr of the hospital. The brick house on the corner of
Beech and Yalnut etreets, now the properiy of Clair Bee,
ccach of Long Island Univeraity, wap used for the hospital
ptaff., From 1865 %o 1904 no othex hospital existed in Graf-
ton. In this year Dy, R, H, Powell purohased the buiiding
used as a acheol for the west aide smdenta anl established
a private hospital. It was onlled thesl-"well Hogplital and
was gold to the olty goverpment in 1916,

76 Thid,

74 Grafhon Sentinel, September 10, 1929
76 Brinkmen Fapers
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?eople today are fortunate to esvape many of the hazaxrds

that confronted the olfizens of former years, when dus to
inndequate sanitary precautions and the laxity of publie

health laws, epidemics were common., An epldemic of smallpox

broke out among the residents of Wemt Grafton in 1873, The
town sounsil appointed John Bogley a spenial sgent 4o aupply

the wants of the alok and o ges that ‘migﬁ.a quarentine was
. enforced., |

N © In 1901 another eplfenic of this same digense wag more
widenprend, Pﬁsi&ent Bobext Phillips of the Taylor County
Court, and William 0, Boyd, mayor of the olty, algned an
agreoment on Jamiary 7, 1901 for the county and oity to supply
a hoapltal for the detentlon and care of the patlents, 'i'he
hoapite) was to be maintained by both the city and ocounty and
wan to be destroyed a:rta_né 'th_ta',aiseage had been eradicated.

The home of Alice and Brown Sﬁawart, enat of tbwn, wag ges
lested for this purpoge. othax_'.epiaemics gproad through the

town during theae,ye%gs.. Sumal lpox was, howevex, the most

dronded and most fatal.

04vic pride came to the aid of the olty in 1881, A long

-5 vetiflon signed by prominant .résirlenta was brought Ho the

j aoz‘mc‘il paking that pteps be taken o xid the'.tuwn of the reok-
ing Pig»pené, out&oo:is -’ooileté, and. other nuisances whioh ware

8 manses to the gommnity, The death of 60 childwern dnring
the previous winter oould boe bracsd to infections fzom these
- sources, The petitioners asked the mayor and the aouwneil to

76 Thid.




appoint a special committee of physicians to inspect and

gondemn all premises found in an unsanitary condition, o
nave ell the rotten awd dangerous sidewalke repaired, and $o
gtop the people from throwing £114h amd refuse into the
a'o:eets and alleys, The resulting meamréa were enforoced
by the fown oounoil in this and swcceeding years and were the
beginninga'bf a publio health progrem. In the following
yqargva physioian of ‘th‘a town was appointed health commis~-
sionexs - '
| MUNIGIRAL GOVERNMENT

At the time Graffon was inoorporated, Maxoh 18, 1856,
the mayor was eleated by bhe olty at large and each distriet
was represented by a councilman, Asg has been mentl oned be=
fove the town charter was allwved to lapse during the Clvil
War and was renewed in 1866, The reneﬁal of the charter was
8 conbinuablon of the ¢oungilmen fomm of government. 1In the
year 1918 this typé.ﬁemiﬁatea.' Following the reform move-
ments of other,gi‘oieé, the people of Grafton adopted oommis~
sion government, consieting of the ma yor, raommiéasionar of
finanae, and.=ot;mmission_'er of public works. The guocesstul
candlidates are elf_cte'd for threavséezrgé Grafton is atill
under this form of vommission mgernmnt.
79 Brinkman Papexs

78 Material reaeived from Meyor C. O. King, also Brinkman

Papers . §
79 A 'ILZ:L gt of all the mayors of Gyafton from. its ingorpo~
ration to the present may be tound in Appendix B,
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 EOONOMIC LIFE

The pioneer famil& wag 8n economic unit in itself., The
men ralsed the :Eooa, end ‘hunted for game, the women provided
the olothing through the use of $he loom and the spinming
wheel. With the ooming of the milread and the expansion
of the Inmdugtrial Revolutlion towns wei‘e built and & new type
of Life begun. The mettlers beoame more inbexdependent and
barter was common, The histoxy of thé econiomic Llife 1s the
higbory of the growth of the town,

Grafton's firat store was opened by Thomas MoGraw, May
1, 1862, Other businesses followed rapldly and soon _é amall
fown was established, In 1857 the fiym of Davis and Company
opened & store on the site now oocoupled by Archdeacon and
Company. The fimm, o'omposad of Hengy G. Davis and Thomas
Dammell, ocarried averything in the general mexchandise 1in£.
. An inventoxy of thel stora; dated January 1865, valued the
stook atb @3_8,000 a larger stook than most stores carry today,
The inventory lists items f:rom agpafoeilds to zlballne and
guch items as balmorals, olouds waberfalls, mozambizus, and
gontags whioh have noe ineaxiing today., Callico was 35 ocents a
yax'a' and yard wide mual_igs_ weré 55 cents a yard, vhile wide
sheeting wes §1.30 a yard.

Hon, Hemry G. 'Davisr,_ the senior member of this firm, was
in 1a-ter years avtively engaged with his pon=~in~law, United
States Senatcr Stephen B, Elkina, in developing the resouroes

1 Grafion Bantinel; Seph ember 7, 1929
2 Inld, | -
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of oentral West Virginia, He promoted aml tuilt the West

Virginle Central Railroad, helped estadlish the olty of

| -3
Elkina, and built the Cosl and Coke Railrosd, Davis was
electod United States Senator ani gained natlonsl promimance,

when he wag nominated for viee-president on the Demcoratie
ticket in 1904,

An interesting advertigement in the year 1873 wag offered
by Hyde and Allen, ownews of the New York Store. They had
for sale 6000 yards of dress goods at & redmobion of 20% from
the regular price which ranged from 20 oents Lo $2,60 per
yard, The gocae' displaye& inoluded fine black allk repps,
English bombazines, empress clotha, oashmeres, granites,
brooades and waterp-roof_- oloths. Hyde and Allen also offexed
Laurel D. 36 inoh sheeting at 14 oents per yard and sooheso,
sconestogn, aprague, allen, amoak’ebg and American callico et
18~1/2 oents pex yaxd,

The aost of living in those days was obnaiderably leas
than today. Bxocept sugaw,.all food stuffs, pertloularly
meats, wexe moh 'lowez" tl_lan today. A price list iasued by
a looal fim, bearing the date of Septembex 19, 1878, had
the following; whole hams, L0 oente; side and ghoulders,

7 gents; loin roast, 10 dents per pound; xib roast, B aentws
per pound; steak, 10 gmt‘s per pdxhdg boll meat, B cents per
pound; young aﬁiekena, 20 oents ‘each; eggs, 10 cents a dozen;
butber, 10 cents per pound j green oarn, 10 cents per fozen;
ripe tomatoes; 256 cenis per'buahéls cucumbers, L0 cents per
3 Amioia&:. Wegt Vizginia, pps. 416, 417
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dozen; gooseberries 10" oents per gallon; brown and New Orleans
sugar, 10 oents per pound; gramulated sugar, 18 cents per pound;
and ooffea, 18-1/2 cents pex poun%‘. |

Wages were low, the scale paid a laborer being $1.40 for
ten hours. A oarpenter recelved $1,90 for ten hours, and &
brick mason was peid $1,75. for laying 1000 brick, Compared
with the wages paid today these seem pitifully small, bub
the men and women of those days seemed to have lived comfort-
ably without the many conveniences ani labor saving devices
to whloch the people of today axe accas%omeg.

Geme was plontiful in woods adjacent Grafton, Willlam J.
Painter of Thornton, reported naving seen wild turkey in
flooks of 2b to 6O petween Grafton and Thornton, Rabbits,
aquirrels, quail and partridges were equally plenbiful, With
no game law to be obaerved in those days the maxkets of Graf-
ton were offen Waratpake&, and rali’pits dressed and Vd.rawn
eould be purchased for 8 oents émch, while turkeys dressed and
drawn sold e% 10 oents per pound,

Grafton's business growth suffered a major get~back in
the great :fire of 16887, Practiocally all business eatahliah-
ments were obliterated and, a‘,l:'moa'b the entire city wd to be
rebuilt, Bunlness life was moon Tesstablished, however, and
The duﬁatan&ing_merehanta were; _;Tohn T, Nebraw,

began to grow,
. oay, Armour and Company of Chicego

George Brinimen, end L T L

4 Grafton Sentinel, Sepbember 28, 1929
B Urafton Sermtinel, Sepbembexr 20, 1929
6 GFafton Sentinel, Sepbembey 26, 1989
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~alwo looated here, Thay bought a pieoe o:t 1ana on Beeoh

_ Street, at I)avia orosaing ani ereote:l 8 storaga plant for
b : meat pr oduats, |

BANKS

The Citizens ﬁavinga Bank was es‘oa‘nliahed. in June, 1870,
'bhe firat bank in vart of Augustus Pollook'a storg. Three
yesrs later the Grafton Bank was or@nized, Ootober 13 1873.’
In 1880 i% appld.ed. Loy B charter and became é member of the
nationgl banking syatam, 1t was the Flrat National Bank of
Grafdon. It was then located in a bullding Just east of the
Baptist Church, end in 1896 bought the Bradshaw tuilding
at the corner of Main and ZTatrobe strests, fvom W, R. Toar,
and. had Wood &nd Spﬁ preﬁ) _:ge .tlha' speoifioét;_ons' for a -moﬁern
banking house on this alte, _

The Merchants and Meohanios Bank, the tnird vank, was
opened. July 28, 1891 in & yoom in the Arlingbon House, henoe
1t moved to a new building st the ocorner of Main and lafayeite
gtreets in 18%1. Mis hanl; bought the entire i_l,aaud_of $40,000
waterworks bonds in 1894 and the whole issue of $90,000 oity
:remnﬁing improvements‘hond.m sold in 1903 for whioh 1% paid,
par and a $280 premiums The Grafion Banking and Trust Company
wa s org&nized in 1904, ana the Taylor GounW Bank in 1911.

7 Grafton Sentinel Bopt emb ax 16 1989

8 Urafton Sentinel, September 17, 1929
9 Bralton Qﬁnﬁne}:: Sepbember 26, 1929

10 CFaTton Sentinsl, Sepbember A1, 1929
11 T}ra%an .aentinel, September 16, 1929




'I!hese and t&ie Meromma and Machanios Bank :t'aileci daring the
orash of 1930, | | -
NEWSPAPERS | o

- Tn 1859, Villien Selgfreid sstablishos Orafton's firat

newapaper, the Grafion Guardian. Another paper, @ weelr.ly
14
named the Went Virginian WAS eatablishea in Augla'o 1861,

These papers were poorly auppcrtea. The peopla ring the
Givil War hed soexcely any mrmey to spend and were umble to
supporh 8 newspaper, 5o 't;ha publiea'biona were suspendad.

aftox é ahort time, .

The Grafton Sentine@ WA 8 eﬁtahlisheti hy' H. B Guaeman,
Fenry C, Compbon and Dr, A, , e Thaya:.' in 'hhe' year 1870, the
first lesueé appearing ahout the mm&le of Maxch of that yeg.
James Holt, a young newapapaxman waa made edltor and, afher
gix montha, bought the 1nbereata of the propxietom and be-
game sole own:é:c. Hold aola nis interest tiveeorge Dunning*:-on |
of Faiymont in 1860 tut latev repurchased it. Other news-
papers wére established in the £ollowing yaéra tut aue to
laok of auhsoripti one, publications were auapéiﬁ.ed, af_thz a

fow months,

'J_'AV)LWS w HGEEEBS
The fact that Gra:ﬂian wag & rallroad tarminal gsontrib-

uted to the growth of taverns and hotels. 'l‘ha Grafton Houae
. { .;‘

12 Grafton Sentinel, Hovember 1, 1929 E ;

13 Uy fton Senbinel, Sepbenbes 96 1929 S

14 Urafion sentinel, -eptentey 1 1929

15 Thid, t
16 T¥afion sentztnel, ﬁ_eptem‘ner 1_3, 1929 -

17 Brinkman Fepers




was built for this purpo’a.elin 1866, 1t wes at that time the

largest hobel in the state, and was located at the inter- | i

gection 0f the Parkersburg~ Wheeling lines, At the time of
this writing, the btullding is wsed as & restaurant and room=
ing house for the Balfimora and Chio e:ﬁployaﬁg,; The first
hotel was opened in 1854 on the sl te now oucub:ieé}. by the
Sentinel. It waa owned "ny John Rob inett who Inter sold L%
Yo Granville Jarvia. | The olL& Arling,’aon Touse mili: in 1872
later beoame the Blen Avon Hotjég- |

In 1908 the Grafton Hotel Compe 1y 'pétitione& the mayox
and couneil for a permid o eveat, naintain an equlp &
fLreproof hotel Bt an estimaed cost of §100,000, which
they consldered wou}ﬁ, be oi‘ iriaalcugble benefit to the town
and, to the county, 1% agreed to begin conmbruotion work
during the same yeay, provided the 'nompany were released
fxom oity end oounty tex 2ox 8 period of ten years heginning
July 1; 1908, This proposi.'g%nn Wi g aignad hy Jotn T, MoGraw,
for the Gratton Hobel (eompany‘ The petition was denied and
hrought uyp agsin in 1910¢ Thia time the mayan: and council
gave the Company au’shority 1;0 begin aanatruation and the
hotel waa completed and ppened Maxsh 20, 1913, It was named
the Willard Hotﬁi. -

| IHNB'BBIBS

The flrat 1no.u.awy in Graf.ton wag & briek ya:ml, milt by

Ambroae Snivaly, 1854; and. 1oaataa on the South 8ide at the

18 Ibid.
19 U¥afton Sentinel, Seplember 16, 1929
20 Bradton SanEﬂF*'I Novembex £, 1989

2). Bratton Sentine November 1.5 1929
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22
present slte of the South Side Bridge. Most of the homes and

business houses were sonstructed of brick manufactured in

this brick yard, Anmbrose Snively established another brick
8

industry, 1884, looated near the Grafton I?arl%.

In 1886 Grafton's first saw-mill was bullt by the Marker | -

Brotheral and looatga on thagzraaen’a site of the Taylor County
Sohool Garage on Maple Avenue. This mill, together with those
of Stewart and’ Donoﬁue; Pardee and Curtin, Le 'Roy Cofran, and
Tsaao Evans comprised the lumber industry of Grafton in 1672
whioch was the largest in the state, In 18?4 they formed the
Grafton Boom Company and buil’gﬁan impounding hoom on the Ty-
gart Valley River above Grafton, Also during the year 1856
Moses Imzadder built Grafton's first flour mill, It was on
the north bank of Three Fork Creek, af. the foot of Mill Stregg.

In 1856 two more induatriea were added.; Franois Flanagants
wagon and carriage faotor.g%_looata& on Tuzadder Street between
Washington and Boyd streets, and Hennry Wehn's axélgll ghoe fagte
ory at the corner of Main S’creet and Cassgel Alley,

Axtifiocal gas was introduced to Grafton in 1857 by Al
bright and Millexr. To persons who T d nothing ‘gg‘atem than
gmokey oll lampe, this was & wonderml illuminete, During

the same year W, M. Cole began the mapufacture o oupbonrd

28 Grafton Sentinel, September 6i 1929
2% UraTton Sentinel, October 8, 1929

24 Urafhon Senbinel, September 6 L, 1929
26 Urathon Sentinel, September 1 1929
26 Uratton SenﬁInel'. September 6, "1929

2
] %ﬁ%’ion Sentinel, S_eptembgr _7, 1929
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furniture and ooffins, ..

Grafton hed two breweries during 1ts eaxly history, The
firsglone was bullt in 1889 by Ambrose Snively and Charles T,

Hefner., The Tygaxt Valley Brewing Company, oalled the Home
Brewery, was organized in 190% and was looated in Fettemman,

In 18569 John Cerr, expert machinist, built the first

foundry, It was located at the southwest corner of Elizabeth

and Iuzadder streets, The Grefton Foundry wae organized in
1891 and waa looated in the Ragt Egg. mémg Kenny built a
foundry on Boyad Strest, ﬁhioh wag taken over by tﬁe United
Government in 1917, |

Tn 1875 Charles D, Blatahly, Philadelphie oapitallet,
built in Grafton the largest woﬁaén pump factory in the
world. It was located in West Grafton on the aiﬁe of the
present new Grafton High thooi and wap destroyed hy fire
in 19%3. * |

Wilhide and Blue beggn the nanu:[’aotu;z_ of marble
monuments, grave stones aml markers in 1874, Thig buslnesg
18 still in operation and is loomted on Iatrobe Street,

A small faathy for the m_'anui’gaﬁgre of cigar box 1um1% gr
was opened in 1890 by Robert W, Kennedy enl Oliver B, Stroh,
Thia plant we looated on Qraﬁd'ﬁ_’oraegésouth Side, and in
1891 wag moved to the Woodford Addition. The products of

30 Ihia, ' . \

81 Urafion Sentinel, Sepbember 9541929
82 UraPton Sentinel, September 1%, 1929
3% Grafton Jentinsl, September 16, 1929
34 Grafton Sentinel, September 18, 1929
35 Grarhon Sentinel, Ootobex 21, 1929
36 Grafton Senbinel, October 28, 1929
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this plant supplied all the cigar trade of West Virginia and
western Pennsylvanla,

This same yeax Oharles F, W, Kunst, Alexand ex Zeok, and
Oliver B. Stroh formed a company for the mapufacture o:t"
artifical ice. Thelr pla.ﬁt wag on Grand Sﬁreet, South 3ide,
and wag the first of its kind in Ithia_ gegbion. Prior there«
to the people had used i¢e out from the river and stored for

gumner, They thought the artifical 109 was nut 21 for hu=~
men oconsumption, bub later 1ta use hecame genergg.

Besides the old Bupress (lass Plant, three obher glase
faotories looated in Grafton, They oame iﬁ the following
order: Tygaxt Valley Mass Faotoxy, (1891), located in the
Woolfoxd Additlon; Past Dnd Windw Glass Faotory (1891),
Located in the Bagh Bnd; end the mggern Hagel Atlas Glass
Faotory (1916), loocated in Fetterman.

The Bmpress @lase plant sterted operation in 1889 in
Fetterman and was taken over by the Grafton Clay Produotbs
Company in 1910, Thle company aonivexta& ita plant into the
marufecture of tile amd glazed briock, This fastory mxnisheﬂ.
many buildings here with ite products, inoluding the B.algi-
moxre and Ohio Railroaa Company Depot and ‘the Willard Hotel,

Cary China Pottery WB S o:rganimad anl established by the
Conaolidated Mayufaoture Commuy on June 12, 1914, OCar
China i® logated near the Graftonol?ark and ita producte are
expor"ceﬂ. to all parts of Hhe worids
g pgeen smuag, i %fs; 0]

39 Gyatton centinel, ﬂovembar
40 Wm
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SCHOQLS

Buoation in Grafton, as in all other early settlements,
had humble beginnings, The frat sehcol opened in 1852 at
Valley Bridge, now Eatterman. Ulassas were held in the old
town hall building there and this sexved as m school un'aii |
replaged in 1908 by the modern brisk Wilding which is sbtill
in use,

In 1864 the Liret sehool in Gyafton proper was opened in
e small freme building et the oornex of Washington Street and
Indian Alley, now Bridge ?treet.r This one room school wam |
taught by George R, Iatham,

The following year the Parcohlal SJchool was organized by
the RewrenagFather Henry Malone, end the glasaes were taught
by Jemes Bell, Vhen work was begun on the mew Catholdio Church
in 1871, three sisters of the order of Saint Joseph were semt
here trom Wheeling and the ohildren of the parish were placed
in their ohaxge for instwruetion. ghe restoxy was turned over
%0 the slsters for use as & convent.

Citizens of West Grafton opened thely first school in
1862 in a small frame milding on Beeoh Street, Hight years
later, to provide niore room, the school moved into the build-

| ing formerly used by the Gyrafion bity Hospitel., The building

now in use replaced thie segond school in 1904. Tt 1s a laxge
brick, alao on Beegh Street and stands adjacent to the old

hoapital building.

1 Grafton Sentinel, September 6, 1989

2 Thid,
3 Brlnkman Papers
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Two schools were opened in 1866, when Joseph Barbee

started a school on Thayer Hill of South Grafton for ad-

vanoed students, and his deughter, Annte Barbee, gove pleano
and. organ leseons both in the mohool and the homes of the
pupile. She was Urafton's first instructress in mielo, This
ﬂehobl building whioh faaed the tdwn, was moved acrogs the
road and became a part of the residence of Dr. Thayer, when
he bought the property in lSBg. The other school was begun
by Danlel Morxls, It was located at the aorner of Eligzabeth
and St. John streets and was also for more advancel studentg.

During the next few years the school population inoreas~
ed rapldly. To meet the immedlate need for the extra space,
the bYoard of supervisors rented the bagement of the Preshby-
terian Churoh.and hired the pastor's wife, Mrs. J, H. Flana-
gan, Lo teach this rooms Due to this gl tuation, the board of
gupervigors, oomposed of John M, King, John Flanagan, and
Henry O'Leary, purcised a plob. of ground on the north side
of Wilford Street between 3%, John and Inmzadder streets for
& school aitg.

The plan for the new building and work was started im-
mediately. The Grafton Publio School was completed and ready
for oooupency early in Septanber of 1871, The .Beard of Kiu~-
eation employed J. L. Vinoemt as the first prinoipal, and Rose
Vinocent, Lavina Sga, Molly Glreel,. Marga;cet Mether, and Stephen

Stiles ag teachers,

4 Grafton Senbtinel, September 18, 1929

5 Thid |
6 Tratton Sentinel , September 13, 1929

7 ITovld,
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The second year of aghool in the new bullding was marked
by a tragedy. A well dug at the beok of the milding was
- uged by the nelghvoring families for thely home needs and a
swall son of one of these famllies leaned too fax over the
woll and lost his balence, He plunged headlong dovn the shaft
and wns killed insdertly. This acoident so upset the school
that thg Boord of Eduocation dismiased it for the balance of
the term, The next year the sohools had to olose due o an
epldemic of influenza, The epldemic had reached such a siage
that business was almost paralyzed, Coal wasgalmoat impos~
gible Yo cbtain and at double the former price.

In the eleotion of 1872 the question of meking the town
gohools 8n independent school dletrict was osxrded, ILeonard
Mallones, Arthur Sixaael, and, James D. Holh were the fizab
school oommigsioners,

Following the Civil War many Negroes oame to Gratton to
gat employment on aonstraotion work, As thelr number in-
oreased, it beumme necessary %o open & gohool for Negre chlld-
ren, whioch wag done in 1880 in a building on High Street, It
atill merves as an elementary aahool: for Negroes,

By 1892 the gohool populatlen ned again oubgrown its
nowsing faoilities and 4t was found necessary to Xomoel the
publio sohool on Wilfoxd gtreet, by adding a new wing %o the
roay Og.me- mim_ina. This addition provided foux new olass

¢ Grafton Sentinel, September 16, 1929
9 G;':Tf.’ﬁoﬁ Tentinel, September 17, 1929
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rooms and & large auditorium on the tOp floor, The tailding
was used by both the high sohool and grade sehool studan%:;.

With the opening of a new high sohool on Washingbon
Street in 1913 pecondary students were removed from the 0Ld
Central bullding on Wilford Street. At the present time a
newer high sschool building, completed 1940, 1 in uge, The
building on Washington Street is wsed as a graae achool and
the 014 Central building wa 8 a‘oan&oned.

The public gsohool was er-eotaa in faat I in 1904. It
wag & brick building located between ILincoln end Mulligen
streets, This sohool was known aimply ng »ast End, Sdho%?f.

Many sachool activities cannot be listed here in this
brief hiagtory. Yuch of the soaial_lité and enterteinment
gentered In and around the sehoola, Plays, clphering matohes
and many othex forms of amaeuﬁems ﬁere held in Brinkmen Hall,
Outelde temohers wexe brought in to temoh evening dlasses to
adults in spelling and permsnship, _A';!b‘or Dey wes first cele~
brated by bthe schools April 18, 19.3‘.5. By plenting several
trees in the school yaxds. On?_may 30, 1895, asohool youths
maxohed for the fLyst time in the parade and decorated the
soldiers graves. They were organized by Mrs, Maxia Leeds
president of the Woman's Relief Corps. Since that time the

sohool children have formed a large part of the Jiay 80, cele-
bration her%«
11 Grafton Sentinel Oa‘ﬁo‘um‘ l’)‘, 1929

12 Grafton benf.inel November 1, 1929
13 Bl nkman i’ape‘.ra ‘
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THE CHURCHES

Soon afler the frab sebtlers came o Grafton smll groups e
began to assemble to worship acoording to thely faith., The .
first meetings were held in private homes, Oub of these amell
ghtherings grew the ohurches of todey,

The Catholics oan Justly lay olaim to the distinetion of
belng the first sect to engage in active Christien work among
the residents of this village prior to 1866, In 1858 Father
Dillon celebrated the first mass at the homs of Thomas Shenley
who llved in a frame house on the L¢b where the court house
now stands, For the next three years Fathew Dillim =id only
oscanional viglts to persons of the Cathollie falth.

By 1856 the Catholio gongregation had ingreased to sixty
membexrs and became permantly orgenized. The Fattérmana dona -
ed & plot of ground at the norilwest corner of Washington and
St. John streets for the erestion of a Catholis Uhuroh. At
the same time they doneted a plot of ground slong the North~
western Turnpike fox a cemebery, The Catholles built a small
frame church, costing §1,100, énd fasing S%. Johm's Street,
on the site now ocoupled by Yhe 4. Augustine Paroohial
Sohool, This wes the only diuzoeh building then in Grafton
and was attended hy the people of all faitha, Reverend Father

Cunningham, who came hexe kugust 15, 1855, was the first pgat«
or and he was succeeled by the Reverend Father Henxy Malone. \

This flysb anall ohuzoh wag replaced in 1872 by & new S
1 Grafton Sentinel, September 6, 1929 tor of 'tha

2 Reverend Tather M, J. Hannon, present pae R
Cathnolic Parish,
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and much larger church bullding fasing Weghington Street. '

The ooat of this new church wes $12,000, Reverend Father
John K, Walters wam 1itg paa‘aoi.

Jongregations of other falths now began to inorease in
nuber. "he year LBB7 saw the qampletioﬁ of the Mefho&ist
k ghuroh ereated on Waghington Jtreet, The mem‘ner.s funde were
exhauated at the completion of this churoh and no furnishings

were provided, The first seats were crudely mede from log

glabe and wore used until more funds could ha ﬁaisad, The :
pagtor of this, the -ﬁrﬂfro_teatant Ohureh in Grafton; wa s iy
the Reverend J. H, Trainer, |

In thome early days 1t was the ‘oustom to segrezate 'the
gongregatlion by seating the men on one slde of the room and
the women on the other, Most of the men chewed tobasco, and
apit’qing on the floox became both intolorable and disguating.
Finally 3% was suggested to seat the men and _wbme_h together.
This aotion proved an effectlve remedy, for the f£ilthy habdit
atoppag.

Churoh membexrship grew mpidly and the Mathodiats. on
Septembex 11, 1871, purcha saa a glte on Main Street, on which
to ereot a large:r ohureh bullding, Raverenci Jo Tne Glark,
paator of the churoh, hwoka the grtmnd for the mew building
in 1372. This ohuroh, ¥he St. Anirew's Methodist Episeopal

Ghurbh, wa g complebed axd dedicated on Maroh 7.16,;, 1873, At

3 Ihid o : " g
E g G:ra?%on Sentinel, September 7, 1929 o ;i
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that time thle eﬂiﬁog wag the mrgast shurch building in the
gtate of West Virginia, '

The Grafton Bapiist Churoh was first organized Decenbey
3, 1668 under the Reverend D, B, Purinton, This wrganization
wae digbanded, however, during the Uivil \‘Jar-; becaune so many
of its members were serving wi‘th the i ghting fm'oag. The
ohuroh wae again brought bogether by the Revevend Goorge
Davidson in 1366. They purdhased a plot of ground at the
corner of Y¥aln and Ethel streets, raisel funds ari ervested

theix new ohurch hullding eaxly in the year 1867, - This tuild-

ing was made of brick end abood high on the bank ahove the
atreet, It wag approsched by a lovg flight of woolen stepa.
Tn 1901 44 was remodeled %o @ive move mom, The high bank in
front of the willding wag excavated and the present brick fromt

 pullt out to the strest Line, It was de&iaata@ on December 13

9

- 1901

The Preshyberians held ther services in the Bal timoxe
and Ohlo Carpenter Shop until 1866 when the aompany notified
them that they would zeze this building, It was ¥hen that
they definitely organized theiy chursh, Oonstruction of a
e corner of Washingbon and Maskin

gtreets, and 11 was ae&mahig oatober 6, 1876, Reveranﬂ. J. H,

 Flanagan was its firet paatoz‘.

Other proteatant churches zollowed. repidly. 'I!he

7 Graf‘hnn gentinel, September 1'?, 929
a Graﬂ" ~Tendinel, September 7 1
Hon Sentineky Sepbem‘oar 1

10 Tbi.ﬂ.
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Iutherans wexe established in L8713 Methodlsh Protsstant in
133?‘; Protoatant Episaopal, 1888; St, Pawits Methodinta, |
1911, Much of the soolsl 1ife of the town was centered in

, these churches 8o a great deal of theiw nistory may be found
: in the growbh and activities of the town itsolf.

- R, . .

1L Brinkmen Papeyd
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The £iwst zecord of a death was that of ‘Hanoy Blue; who
met an scoldental death in the waters of Yne Tygart Valley
River, Ootober 13, 1842, at Valley Bridge, now Fetterman,
The body of Miss Blue was the first interred in what is now
Bluemont Cemebery. For years this lonely grave high on the
hill overlooking what is now Blueville, was the only one
there until her brother, John W. Blwe, in 1866 gave Grafton
this lend es a fLree site for a Probestant turiel grouni;
‘Prior hg this time all intermenta were mde in the Catholis
Cemetery, TI% haa always been the xesponsibility of the olty
government to oare for this cemelexy.

In 1856 the Fettermmns gave the Uathollos a plot of
land al ong the Noxthwestern Turnpike to ume as a hurial
grmmg. Soon éfter this grent meny families, both Protestant
and Catholic, moved their relatives from femily burial grounds
olaevhere in the county and interved them in this oemebery.
It is thus possibdle to find tombetones there dating back to
the 1790'g, By the year 1912 there wés no more space left,
end the Catholics wexe forced _ﬁo 'i)uy more land slong the
Nor thwestern Turnpikic The new oemelery 'Wag_named Hount
Calvaxy and was dedicated in Sepbember, 1914, |

Grafton iz proud of the La0b tha:t.the only Wetional Cem-
etery im West Virginia fas looated here, On April 2, 1868

1 Grafton Sentinel, September 12, 1929
Gyarton Sentinel, Jeptember 3, 1929 ‘
& arion COMLA%T! Sop ember 6, 1929 e

4 Heverend Father M, J. Hannoxn, pregent pasior

Cathollioc Parish.
6 Ivid.
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General John A, Logen introlused g bill in Congress request~
ing the establismment of & permanent burlel place for the men
who lost thelr lives furing the Civil wax. The bill was mde
effective and on May b, 1868 the VWar Depsrtmert aént two. men
to Grafton to purchese land for a Eational Cemotery, After
its eomple’oion, 1268 bodles were removed from Waple Avenue %o
the present site on Walnut Sﬁraég.l

The firat Memoria) Day was held June 14, 1868. This
oelebration was intended to be held on ¥ay 30; but because
the grounds were 8411l in process afrcomplie’oion and because
of rain, everything was a sea of mud, the services were, thére-
fore, poatponsed, Sindsﬁfhat date however the oelebration has
been on May 30 esoh year, A% each anmusl gelebration the sons
of the Grand Army of the Republie Reno Posbt ¥o. 7, preosent
the following ritual as the o'peni'ng aﬁ:exciae of the Memorial
Service: |

General Logan Memorial Ordexr
General Order No. 1l. -
Headquarters Grand Army of the Republic
Waghington, D, C¢., May 6, 1868, ‘

I. The 30th asy of May, 1868, 1o designed for the
purpose of strewing with flowers or otherwise decorag-
ing the graves of gomrades who dled in defense of thel¥
gountry during the late rebellion, and whose bodles now
146 in almost every aity, village, amd hamlet church- .
yard in the land, In -this obgeyvance no oeremony lg
presoribed, bubt posts and comrades will in thelr own
wey aryange suoh fitting servioes and testimonlals of
respeat as clvoumstandes may pormiti, :

: We are organized, comrades, &s our.rﬁgulationa tell
ua, for the purpose, ampng other things, "of preserving
and strengthening those kind and fraternal feelings which
have bound together the goldiers, aailors, and merines

6 Grafton Sextinel, September 13, 1929
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ohaing, and theilr death a tathoo of vebellious tyrant in

armg, Vo should mard thelr graves with maored vigllance,

ALL that the congesrated weplih and tagte of the Nation
sen add 4o their adornment and security is but a fitting
tribute to the memowy of her glain deferders. Let no
wenton fool tread rudely on suon hellowed gyound, TLet
pleasant paths invite the ocomin and golng of revexant
vieltors and fond movrners, Let no vamdalism of avarice
or negleot, no ravages of time,. teatify 4o the present
or %o the soming geneyations that we have foxgobten, as
a peopls, the oost of 8 free snd uwndivided republie,

1T other eyes grow aull and other hands sls ok, and
obhex hesrts aold in the golemn trust, ouws ghall keep
it well, as long as the Light and wearmth of 1ife remain
SR usg., )

Lot vy then, at the time appointed, gather around
thelr nacred remins and garland the paspionless mounds
above them with aholoest Llowers of apringtime; let us
ralse above them the dear old flag they saved from Mg~
honoxy let ua in this solemn pregense renew our pledges
%o aid and agalst those whom they mave left among us as
saored olarges upon the Nation's gratitude, - the =old-
lers' and salloys' wldow and orphan,

I, I% 18 the purpose of the Commander~-in~Chief %o
inavgurate this observanoce with the hope that it will bve
kept up from year to year, while a survivor of the war
remains to honor the memory of his departed comrades., He
earnestly demlres the public press to eall attention %o
this ordex, and lend ite friendly aid in bringing it to
the notloe of oomrades in all parts of the oountry In
time for simultaneous compliance therewlith. .
III, Deperiment commenders will use every effort to make
this oxder effeative. o -
X, T Onigmn U By somment of

8 + ‘
Ad Jutant Gener Comnard ex-in-Chief. 6

8 Memdrial Program of 'the Orand Army of the Republio,
Reno Post No. 7. _
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UA TAMITY ES

In the afternoon of July 4, 1887 a fire started in the
lce oveam parlox of Mra, Margaret Mertin on Iatrobe Street,
1t was quickly extinguished by the few people in ’bovm; who
had not gone to the big plomlc at Grafton Park., George W,

White who opexated a olgar factory next to the ice oream parlor
of ¥xs, Martin, mde an examim tion of the Wailding and thought
the fire was out. He then retired little realizing that tnis
oompaot part of the town could present a forlorn and desolate
appearange in a Lew ghort houra,

At seven minutes to four o'eleck on Tueaday, July 5, a
solitary engine in the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad yards below
gounded the doom of that 11l fated quarter. The first alamm
was sounded by Ingineer John L. Wnitiman, on night duty in the
yard., When the people, hatléaa, coa tlogs, and éome %éhoeleaﬁ.
rughed to the scene, thay found Mrs. Margaret Maptin's ioce.
oream parloy and James Stayley's fish and produce store en-
veloped in flames, One glanq'e gt the ai'ma-tiog and theiy worst
fears were realized. The most inflammble pdrtion of the town
wa g cm- fire with such headway that ita &asﬁiucﬁia_n wag certain,

The flames next _awei:’o the willinery parlbrs of Mrs, Hayes
out of the wey and then darted into the oigay factory of George
W. White on the west, which 1t soon destroyed. Then oame the
G'useman puilding. HNext were bhe. holdings of Dr. As H '.l.‘hnyer
and on o the comer on whrlch stood the four stoxy frame Shaw
building. Then the flames reaghed aoyoss the little’sbreed and
i‘gnﬂ.‘{; od the Contral Hobel, soan redusing thiﬂjbnilding to ashes,
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The old Boland house, the home of James Jennlngs, was the next

to go, end how the old Powell House eseaped is still a mystexy.
Sweeping around into Railyoed Styoet, the drug store of
William H, Goley, the restaurant of Frank Waxthen, the storage
room of the xailway mail olerks, S, P, Kimmel's billiard rooms,
Thomas Turnexr's grocery, Mrs. Sophia Doll's ocandy shop &nd
resgidence, the Swalm bulilding, and the tin shop of William D,
Rey, the fire spread rapidly. Gaining headway east of Mrs.

Martin's lce c¢ream parlor the fire destroyed Dr, Samwel Walke

er's office, Dambrecht jewelry store, Faward R, Cole's oonfeot- -

ionery, the old Valley House, Thomas Finoh's oigax factory,
John A, Cole's shoe store, Beverlin's furniture atore, atore
of Taylor E, Cole and the hardware store of Henmry J. Mugler,
Had 1t not been for the triengular sestion between Main and
Latrobe strests, the flames would have congumed the Evan's
building, the offioce of General George O, Brown, the grooeify
of H. D, Woolford, the office of W, F, Vankirk, and the old
Campbell home, Leaping soxoss the street it so on removed the
Reilly home and then came up into Main Street burning the
houge osoupied by Mrs. Kate Doxasey.

Mayor Lewis Haymond wired the Wheeling fire depariment
_for help, but the officials declined Yo send en engine to the
aid of the town, The mayor than wired the ?arkersbﬁrg fire
department and an engine wa_é gert on 8 tla’a oay with the men
to man i, Charles Dunlap, then sipewintendent of the Balti-
more apd Ohlio Rellroad, or dered ihe_traok oleared from Pgrk-
ersburg to Grafton. Enginé numh ex 781, with Patrick Flannexry
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wasg ooupled to the train anfi s‘oartea for
¢rafton. The xunwas mde in The record time of two hours

at the throttle,

anl ten minutes, This engine ami orew from Parkersburg
arrived in ¥Time Yo help prevemt further destruotion, The
rallroad men £illed all the g,ondola onxs in the wlm.d. with
water and plaoed them ixt_t post ¥ on along Railred, st:ra,ét fox
the fire engine to pump meveral streams of water on the
bulldings, still in the path o:f.' The :Elamlea.,

Then the fire begsn spreading eastwaxd end the people;
realizing the hopelesaneaé of a‘ti()pping 'it;; aougﬁt George
Brinkman and asgked his oonaent to have the Trehern Hell
pulled from 1ts rounﬁ.ations with shaing hooked. to an engine
in the yard, But that waw baok in the days when men went to
the baok dooxr, chopped down & tree and hewed the ;Loé into
sills aﬁd oorner posts and braoed it Mth pleces mortieed
into the oornera, BHach atbempt anapﬁed the chain as eaéil:,r
as one would snmap a plece of string. A‘J!he tmi_l_,aing oocupised
by John A, MoCabe'a bakery on Ra_iiroaﬁ. Stieet. ad.,;]oi.ning the
Gentral Hotel was pulled from i%s founda$ions down ombo the
railroad tracks, but 1% did not stop the fire from reaching
the home of James Jennings.

When the fire reached the west wall of Brinkmn Hall the
effort of every available man on the soene was pressed into

sexvioe o stop 1t thexe, Onoe beyond this bhere wuld be no
.ohanoe of saving the resi of the tomn, Fortunately in oon~
. strusting the hall Brinkman had heavy iron shutbers ftted
on all the openings on the west side of the hundins-_ These
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were olosed bight when the flames sterted in the direction of

that yart of town and men were stetioned behing these shupe
ters, desplte the intense neat,

The aghes on the Trehern lot wér'e hardly ¢old when George
Brinkman had a farce of men at work olearing away the debris
and starting the foundation of o new Yusinese building on this
lot, 8. P, Kimmel and also Geoxge W, Wnite started operations
on thelr lote on Latrobe Street, In the fall of that yeay

- there waas plenty of work for both skilled and unskilled labor
in the restoration of the burned areg.', . |

The people of the town wers witgh incensed at the editor~
18l in the Wheeling Intelligenoer of July B, in which Editex

Hayrt refeyred to the calamity as “"Grafton's sdoxohing’, in an
unfeeling and almost aruel Jurwmnec:::3 « Mayor Lewls Maymond oelled
a speocial meeting of the %own ocouneil at the meyoxr's of flee,
where he addressed it with the :t‘ollcwing‘ words:

Our meebing this evenling domes st a time of general
gadness throughout our community. A large pert of our
town 48 in ruins, Mony of our best people and moat wor-
thy oitizens are not only sufferers in the loss of the
businese, thelr stook of household goods, but are home-
legg, Not even & roof they can call their own %o gheltex
them or thelr families. I have called you bogether to-
night for the purpose of gobting your views and oplnions
as what is best to be done with the expestation of any
business that will be transaoted, ,

Before T @it down, however, I feel that we owe it
alike to the sentimert of our yeople, as well as to
ouysel ves on our representative ocapaclty, o give publio
expresagion of our gratitude to his honor, the mayor of
Parkersburg, and the nohle firemen of that olty, who
nobly and prompily oame o our resous when our. town vwas
at the meroy of the flames.

1 Brinkman Papers
2 Ibid,
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L hope, gentlemen, you will not ng
petbting on reoord yowr thank adJourn wi thout
men, and to the oiatfy Ofthanks to these brave mnd generous

Parkershurg, who were not
of fireorackers when a gistey oitygﬁaa orying for igg%d

Clexrk John &, Gilligan prepared the following resolutions
whioh were accepted by a rising votey '

Be 1t resolved by the Town Couneil of ¢
qrratton, that we most heartlly thank the Hozkje.mgys?f
Camden, mayor and the membexs of the fiye company of the
géggsgftgaﬁ;r:burgi fg:' thelr prompt and generous re~

vpeal when our jown :

-moxning of July B, laa7, bowsi vRs in Tlames, on the
Regolved that this vesoluti on be spread 'om the
minutes of the town emd copies farnidied the town peper,

the Vheeling Regilster, the Sentinel, and Journal of
?arkerebu:gg, for publication, and an engrossed copy sent
to Mayor Camien to be presamted to the Tire company.

Repolyed that we but voioe the mentiments of the
people of Grafton when wo aseure thege brave men thab
their action on this occocaslon will he lLong and kindly
remembered with gratitude by the citizens of this town,

offioers of the Baltimove and Ohio Reilread (ﬁumpany, who rene~
dered suoch prompt service:

Resolved, by the ftown counail of the town of Grafion
that we deem 1t due to the accommodating officers and men
of the Baltimore and Ohio Rallroad Uompany, who rendered
guch prompt service and valuable assistance during the
progress of the late fire %o reoelve not only the pralse
of our people for the courteries and favors on thet
oosaplon, bub thla acknowledgment be made in a publie
WAY .

y Be 1t, thurefore, resolved, that the counsil in
their individual am representative oapacity, hereby re-
turn to Uaptain Chayles Dunlap, superintendent; Johu
Adair, master meohanio; and the other officera ond men
undey their contrgl ;‘g the atetion, the grateful thanks
of the people of Grafton. . _

Re%aglsea, et these proceedinge be gpread upon the
records of the town and published in the ugusl way.

TLowls Haymond, mayor
John J. Gilligan, olerk B

5 Grafhon Sentinsl, Octover 10, 1929

Tho following vesolufion wes also adopbed ard sent to the
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The fl00ds of 1888 reached the Wighest stage in the memory

of the oldest Inhabitent, There wag fitteen feet of vater on
Maple Avenue and the waters of the ‘.Eyiga'rt Valley River, from
the Rhend in the west end of town, ocovered the tyacks of the
Baltimore and Ohio Railroad to Febtermen, to & depth that
extinguished the fires in all locomotives aﬁtemp_ti'ng- to m«!;ke
thelr way to Grafton, The 014 covered bridge, e:_be_cta& in 1836,
wag swept from ite plers and into the swo_lien water-é, wreck~

ing 1t ocempletely, Ttis ‘n:rokan&and twl ated timbers were oar~
ried down on %the yushing waters, |

4 Grafton Sentinel, Ootober 12, 1929




87,
SOOTAL, CULTURAL, ABD RECREATIONAL LIFE

Intertalnment aml soolal fumbions in the early days were
the same &6 those in the surrownding communities. Weddings,
"plack besuty races", and shooting matehes were the ohief

entortalnments of the settlers, These later mve way o spel- i
ling beos, the old time minigtrels, inherin.g match'ea,"quiz.t.- L
ing parties, and slage plays, o Bl IAa:

Taverns aml inmns, whether losated at healbh resorts SRR
or nolt vere coenbers of commnity life, Beoeuse these SRS
quarters wore always accessible, yourg people gathered SR N S
there for bamlls and festivals to which the Vraveling . RN
publio wag weloome., For men, the hawroom was the aenter N
of atiraction, IHere, move than in perloxs and drawing AR
rooms, greotinga wexe exchanged, polltioa dlucussed, and B IR
tredltione rehashed, Regerdless of thelr names, these
plaoes were simply saloons that kept lolgers and. served ,
menls ap & slde line. Drinking was common smong 8Ll
olasses and exoclted no comment, except from travelers
from other seotions. The gruesome disclosures, in the
form of human skelotons fLourd in old wells, oaves and
other niding places at various fimes during the sucoeed-
ing decades, tell the stoxy of the tragic termination of
gome of the drunken carcusals, They alao explain, in
part, the mystexious disappearance of many & DYOSPATOUS
; hog and oatile driver who was 8o oareless ss to-oarxy
his wallet on his hip, 1

The old boardwalk was another lamdmark of soclal ex- .
ohanges during these early days. The peopls would meet on
1 the boaxdwalk, exchange bits of goesip, talk polities, form

oral contraots for horse trades and @isonss the progresa of

thelr woxk.
Grofton's first loige, A, ¥, and A, M. was organlzed at

Fetterman, Septenbexr 28, 1857 sl oontinued to meet there un- '
1l | |
1L 1868. Among the first 1odges argenlped were the O?aer of

) Ambler, West Viginia, p. 208
2 Grafton Seitinel, Sepbembex 7, 1989

polifon)
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0dd Fellows, April 28, 1868; Grant Lol ge No, 6, Good T

emplars,
1871; Friendship Lodge go. 8, Knights of Phthias, 1878; and
the Masonlo Temple, 1878. These lodges did great wozk in wel-
tare fields ms well as soclal, In latep years many othexr
lodges were organized, _

Theater entertalnment startied as eaxly as 1867, The flyst

gtage playas were portrayed in the mecond floor of the Iton.

Henry G, Davia' bullding, It was oalled Fox Hall and wag nemed

for George FO{:. a olown who portrayed the humorows role of
"Hampty Dumpiy”.

In 1866 John Doonan bullt the sesond theater 1:1 Graftﬁn.
1t was named the Shekespesre Theater and was located at the
gorner of Y4, John'e Street and Railromd Street, Melodramas
guch s "Hazel Kurk", "ledy 'Audley's Sesret", and "Tenﬂigh’ea
in a Barroom" were the favorite plays preaen’aeg. Begiden playa
wany local and outaide ministrals were presemted here,

Moat famous of all theaters in Grafion was the Brlinkman
Opera House, This theater was built by George Byinkman in
1876, I+t was 8lso wsed for loocal enbertainment, balls, fest«
jvale and mippers. 1t vas hee that the brilliant James G,
Blaine, m great oratoxr, spoke to the people in the campalan
of 1884 and vhere Willlam Jarmi‘pga Bryan, young orator and
Congreasman, spoke far Grovex Cleveland, in the same ocampalgn.
Near the olimax of B;'yan's gpeech, & man overaocme by emotion,
rushed fyom the sudience to the stage, kissed Byyan's feet and

3 Grafton Sentinel, September 14, 1929

1929
6 Urafhon Saitinel, September 13, 1929

4 Gpafton Sentinel, Sept ember 7& 989
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oried, "My Savior", William MoKinley spoke in tne Interest of

Benjamin Hexrison during the ocampaign of 1888, Amorg the

other statesmen and politicians who mde gpeeches here were
Governor Willlam 0. Brady, of Kentuoky; Johm G, Carlyle; Nathan
Goff; Congressman William I..GWilaon; John L, Xemna; Daniel B,
Inoag; and "Unole Joe" Cannon,

Of the men and women who came to entertain with song,
story or play, are the names of Alph Buymett, William Wesﬂ
John Stilems, Luke Schooloraft, Hank foodman, Milt &, Barlow,
Jake Welby, Caxroll Pearl, Jpaeph Gordon, L. P, Benjamin,
Martin Hayden, Frank lavidson, A::thur_I.ova,. Kittle Rhosda,

Pedit Rose, Nadam Jemuschek, end ald the loig 1ist of othey

atays whone fame was nation wide, .

Among the mtstandi_ng._playa presen ted were; - "our ¢lub®,
Deoember 6, LO83; "A Boy Hero", Ootober 6, 1887; "The (Glad~
iator"™, Maroh 26, 1891; and "The Fall of Rome", also in 1891,
Many ministrals were also glven heve, the meat famous being
Gorton's Oxiginal New Oxleans Ministrals, presented Decembex

8
17, 1883, All of this has now glven way ‘oq the modexrn movies.

6 Brinkman Papers
- 7 Ivdd.,
8 ToId,
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BIOGRAPHIES

JOHN THOMAS MOGRAW

John Thomag MoGraw, born Jenuary 1l, 1854 in the bullding
that housed the frat atore of Grafton, wag the son of Thomas

MoGraw, one of Grafton's early settlers, The young ér HolGraw

began nis eduoation in the Catholic Parochisl Sohool and was

taught by James Bell, He xead law in the office of John W,

Mason and in 1B72 begen his amaima at Yale Univeralty, Have
ing gredunted at Yale with high honors in 1876, he ctme badk

to Grafton anl began the practioe of law. In the elsction of

1878, MoGraw was eleated proseeuting attorney for Taylor

Gounbty. He gained a reputa’aion &g an out standing attorney in

a cane involving the wrecking of a trein near Thornton, By
1883 he had gained the reputation of being a leading attomey
and wag sppointed Colonel on the etaff of Governor Jascob Beason
Jaokson.

Grafbon owes more of ite growth to-John T, MoGwaw than
any othex individual, He sucoessfully organized ard put into
constxraotion the Grafton snd Greenhrier Bailroad, he saw the
poasibility of utilizing the ocal and lumber industries by
this enterprise, and latex he organized the atreet railways
of Grafton, entitled the Tygart Freotion Company, The firat
natural gas and eleotixioe ubilities of Grafton were founied

by MeGraw. He enoouraged indugtries to looate in Grafon by

buying large shares of atook, MoGraw mde further advances

in business by the establishment of the Grafton Park and builb

’ King :
1 Bxi gubstantiated by Mayox Chaxles O b
pre?ﬁﬁnmﬁ?ﬁi”gi Grafton and Merle W, Vatkins, atbomey,

_?'{ S
i
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the Willieyd Hotel. His enterprises were not confined to

Grafton for he beoame the owner of the Webster Springs Rail-
yoad end started the Webater Springs Mineral Watéi' Resgort,

In 1866 Proaident Grover (leveland apﬁointed YoGraw
Internal Revenue Colleotor for the asiate of Weat Virginia,
‘Dur‘inﬁ' the year 1912 MaGrew was slected as National G'ommitte.e—

. man at the Demooratic Convention held in Baltimore, Mexryland. O
| | | =
He seoonded the nomination of Woodwow Wilson for President of 11

 the United States. : I

By the end of 1912, the Grafton Bank had failed and Vo~
Graw was bankrupt. He made desperate efforts to repay his R
obligationa but falled in this m&eavof. On' & train enroute
from New York to Grafion MoGyaw sucoumbed o a hesrt abtack,
April '30, 1920, ¥His body waw interred im the new Catholle
.cemetary. The exact Location i not known, as it 1a nob
designated by either monument or marker. WNevertheless this
men's work is e monmumert thatb i i-émamharﬁo,- by all who live

in Grafton.

2 Brinkman Papeys | : SR
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| AMBROSE SNLVELY

Ambrose Snively waw boyn in Germny, 1832, and came to
Grafton In 1852 as a gontrector far the Baltimore and Ohio
Railroad, Snively tuild the first thxee houses on Reilwoad
Street for resldences of rallroad officials. By 1865, he
gevered his comnection with the railroad amd built the firsb
briek yard in Grafton, He oontracted and built the in-
fizmaxy at the Taylox Gounﬁy Farm for ihe‘agea. He re-
modeled the bulldings &t the Boys Indnstrial School in
Pruntytown. Besideslthe-operation of his brick yard, Snively
 built most of the business houses, residences and sohools in
Grafton,

Snively established a brewery in Dast Grafton in 1868.
In the following years he kept up his usiness as ocontractor
and marufacturer, and in 1864 he builé his second brick yard.
This plent was operated by e ohinery and prodused 48,000
briok a dsy, It was ioaated,near the Graffon Park., Ambrose
Snively gained the repﬁtation of being the best contrastox
in Grefton, and by the bum of the gentuﬁy.he retired from

business. He died September 8, 1918,

3 Byinkman Papers
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JOHN BARFON PAYNE

Jo}m Baxion Payne wag boyn i_:i i?mntytown, January 26,
1865, and began him cargéer as an assistant to Adolphua Axm-
atrong, Clerk of the County Court of Teylor County. He qa;me
to Grafton in 1875 anmd etudied law umier John W, Mason., Dur~
Ing his time in Gra:t‘ton he worked aa a ¢lerk in Beritrand XKahn's
elothing store. The Ayst Literary Sooiety in Grafton was
organized by John B, Payne, John Thomss MeGraw and Milliaxd
¥, Compton, MaGraw served as president, Payne ag secretary,
and Compton tremsurer. In 1876 Payne accepbed the position as
bookkeeper of the Ferry and Wéatermn Shook Menufaoturers at
Thornton, During 'his gtay in Thoxnton, he and the late Charles
¥, Guard organized a deba'ﬁing gociety., A year later Payne
moved to Kingwood and opmé_a &an office for the praotice of
:I.aiv. Wnile residing in Kingwood, Payne was eleoted mayor of
tha t mundoipality. From Kingwool he moved to Chicmgo, where
he guined fame as an at‘boinay. He won high resognition by
being ohosen president of the Ohioagb Taw Inatitute and later
Judge of the Superior Court of Cock Coumty. '

During World War I, President Wilson appointed Payme to
settle the shipyard strike on the Papific Coagt, 1917. Payne
also perved as seoretary of the Board of Appeals for the
’.I.'reaéury bapa;-;bment, Gméral Gouneil for the shipping boaxd;
.Chalimen and Council fox the Railramd Adminigbyation; and was
later appoinzad Seoretary of the Interlor in Presitont W*ll-

son's cabinet,

4 Byinkmean Papers
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In 1921 Preaident Marding appointed Payne Chairman of the

Central Comnittes of the Anerl oan Red Oxo ag, in whish poaition

he served until hig Geath, January 24, 1985,
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BINJAMIN ¥, MARTIN

Benjamin F, Martin wag bown in Mari on Gmnty; Ootober 2,
1828, He graduated from the law school of 41legheny College,
Meadvilla Pennsylvania in the olass of 1884, He then taught
sohool in Fairmont and wes admitbed to the bar in 1856,

In the same year Martin eame to Fruntytown, Virginia and
opensd an office for the bragtlice of law, He was reqognized
88 one of the outstanding atvtorneys of his time in Taylor
County. Heo vas ahosen a8 & member of the State Conatitutional
Convention of 18?8 and helped :Exame the present Constitution
of West Virginie, During the same year he was appointed &
delegate to the Nationnl Demooratic Convention in Baltimore,
where he oppesed the nomizmation of Horace Greely tut supported
Graeely In the ommpaigm,

In 1876 Martin was nominated and elected to represent the
Beaond West V:lxginia‘ digbriot in Conmgress and was fselectea,
this time by 8,000 votes,

When the sounty seat was vemoved Lxom Pruntytown to Graf-
ton in 1878, Martin oame to Grafton and regided on Main Street,
Intereated in education, 'ha" serire&. 88 p:eéaid.an_t of the board
of eduoation for the Grafbon Independent Sohool Distriet foxr
& pumber of terms. Maxtin wes an advooate for the sonstruot-
lon of the Grafton~Gmeenbyier Railrcad between Grafton and
Philippi. When thia road opened for -tra_i&t’ia. Febmary 4,
1884, as president of this ocarriexr, he presided over the cele-
brabion at Fnilippl, wheye he introfmosd Colenel Benjanmin F,

Kelly, leader of the Union troops in the First Inland Battle




_ | g6,
of the Clvil War. Having Tought on the aide of the Gbn:reae*-
rates during this bé'ttle » Martin praised his former enenmy in
his introduwotion, He retived fxom public 1ife snd died Jan~
uary §0, 1895f Hin vemains ‘wore taken to Fairmont for
buxial, |

6 Brinkman Papexrs
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ANNA JARVES |

Amna Jarvis was bown in Wehster, negy G:cafton, on May 1,

1864, She was fhe daughter of Granyille Ev Jarvis and Anne
Reeves Jarvis, The family moved o Gra:ﬂtcn in 1865, where

she began hexr edusation by attending the 014 Central Sohool,
Bhe grodvated from Broaddug College, Philippl, and began hey
Senchlng in Central School, 1685, She teught hers for seven
yea¥s, Vhen her father dled in 1902, Migs Jarvis and her
mother ond sister moved to Philadelphis, Pennsylyenia, There
they resided with Claude 8, Jarvis, a brother of Anna and
owner of the Wuaker City Uab Company. | |

In wenoxy of her mother, who aled in 1905, Miss Jarvis
agked the labe L. L, Loar Ho arvange for & Motheia' Day sex-
vise to be held in the Anawews Methoddst Church in Grafton,
This serviee was held in that chureh on Sunday, May 10, 1908,
She devoted most of hex time ang efﬁa:ct Yo make this day one
of Natilonal Rememberande. On May 9, 1916 President Wilson
offiotally proclaimed the second Suniey of M??y ag Mothera!
Day. WMiss Jarvis still lives in Philadeiphia. '

7 Brinkman Pa persd




GEORGE R, LATHAM

George R. Iatham wam Worn in Prines William Cownty,
Virginia on Mareh 9, 1832, He wag the aon of John Iatham
and Jullet A, Newman, the third of ten shildren. In 1848
the Lat‘rﬂxam famly moved to Taylor Gounty in northweét-efn
Vixginia., latham eatablished the first sohool in Grafion
in 1853 vhere he taught unbil 1853. At the time of his
teaching young Iathem studied lew axnd wes admitbed to the
bar in 1809, He opened the fiﬁaii law offioe in Gr-af‘a%g.

During the eleotion of 1860 I,atixam was one of the few
gupportexrs of Linsoln in Grafton, He bought and ea.i_ted.a
papey, the Weat Virginian in behalf of I.inaolz:i; ¥hen Viye

ginia seceded from the Union, Jatham published the {jérst
editorial proposing the formation of & separate state. A%
the outbreak of war Iatham turned his efﬂce into a xo~ |
eyultiing atation and organized the ﬁ:r gt Union Company in
northwestern Virginia, This company later beoame Gémpany B,
ond Virginia Infantry. On May 23, 1861 Latham wag ordered
to Wneeling, After his departure the Gon:ﬁgdera'caa ogcupled
Grafton and the oitizens of the town 'a_ﬂ.viaea ¥rs. latham to
4ake down hex Union Flag. She replied that ¥, Tatham had
left it flylng when b wend away &nd that so far am 's'he was

soncerned it should £ly until he returma. Latham'a Company

wag ordered haqk. to Grafton and after it wag lib srated. from

8 Quirdieht, V. Bey Hiatm of Upshwr County
9 Byinkman Fapers :
10 Cutright, Upshur Gmmyz
1], %ﬁiian ?ape:cs
R _
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the Confederates he ook part in the firet land battle at phile

ippi. He wag wourded in the Battle df Ioe's Spring in Augugt
- ’
1862« During the ocampaign he reoalved the following'ooéd.ers
from Mejor General Robert M, Milroy, "Destroy every Bouthern
He never
exeout od sush an ordey, lLathem wag mgtered out of the il

taxy servisse Haroh %2 1865 and was brevetted a Brigadiar
General of Volunteers,

dovil's fort ami 1m§§aaa the population in hell".

A% the termination of i_z'hé‘ Uivl) Wai' Tatham moved to
Buokhannon, West Virginie, Hewe he was eleoted to the thimty-
ninth Congress for _’ohelgeaond District, serving from Mareh
4, 1865 to Maroh &, 1867, On April B0, 1867 George R, Lathem
wags appointed United Bintes Mintater in Auaﬁralf{'g_; After his

17 Byt nkman Paperd
18 Cutright, Upmnw Gﬂuntx
19 Inia,

service ln Australia, he was eleoted superintendont of Publie
Sehools in Upshor County, and was sppolnted in 1880 ag Super-
vigor of the Gengtéa for the Firat Distriat of Wegt Virginia
by President Hayes. On April 27, 1882 Governor Jaooh B, Lo o
I
Jaokson appointed Generel Iatham Netary Public in Up.sahur County. f L
F | j':‘il o )
: This was his laat gervioe in puhlia offioe, He died Decemhex ff‘t il
18, 1917, 1
5 ’}r,g; bin
f 15 Jiga Jullet Iabhan o
- 14 Cutright, Upshur County e
16 Miss Jull et Tathem %g A8
16 Tatham Papers @ a
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Over one hundred yecrs have elapsed sinos the firgth pi-
oneers settled at present Grafton, Uhe sarly settlements,
the oconsiructlon of the railramq, the Civil Var, .fomation |
of the olty governmnt, the begiming end growth of indust-
ries, the turn of the ocentury, the flrst World War‘, and the
Pogt~War Porlold have now passed, At thé prosent time Gratton
ia & thriving olty with a population of ?,43&. Gharles.o..
¥ing, the mayor, is endsavoring to establish the munioipal
government on a oreddt basis, One of the projests of hig ad-
ministration, has been the ocompletion of the new hospital |
looated on Finnlgan's Rook near Route 60, o’f:ﬂia;ally bpaneo. o
May 12, 1945, The construction of this hospital vf:as begun in
1988, The projest was at first financed by iseueing alty
bonds, totaling $40,000, Through the Works Progress Admini-
stration end funds from the operation of the old hospital
{86,000 more was added for defraying the costs, After oom-
pleting the exterior of the building, addi tional funde were
needed to finieh 1t Another bomt isme, this one for $40,000
was made, and a loan from the Reoonstruotion Firaxoe Corporat=
ion, smounting %o $160,000, wes alaao used, These loans will
be paid through levies of new taxes.

Above the Grafton Park is the T;fe:&rt Velley Flood Go‘_rm_

trol Dam, tuilt by the Federal Governmert at & cost of §18,300,

3
000.

1 Wost Virginia Blue Book, 194L, p. 724
2 T%faomﬁr”ﬁsion glven Ha;’for Gha'rles: 0, Ki_ng
% Weat Virginia Blue Hook, 1941, P 667
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Eduoatlonal advandements have been mde dﬁr-ing the past

fow years, 4 total of 5@1,060,000 has heen raised by honde and
the Public ‘iorks AMninistration for the erection of new and
modern school buildings. The greateat mocomplishment of this
program was the completlon of the new Grafton High School
puilding, 1940. Thim school rates ag one of the best in West
Virginia and is located on River Side Drive. | ’

Grafton hos todey two newspapers: DThe Grafton Senbinel,

(Repudbliocan), edited by Tmxl N. Stralghty and the Grafton News,

(Demooratic), weekly edited by Charles W, ®, Lookerd, There
are three thenters; the Stramd, Dixle, and the Brlnkman Opera
House. Orafton's Fublic DLibrazy is locabed on Main Street,

] 4 0ffice of the Taylor County Beazd of Eauqati\on : - %} i
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AYPUNDIXL A

Mayors of Vest Grafton

John Adaixr -~ 1874

Dr. Thomas Kennedy - 1876~ '78
Moman D, Howard ~ 1879

John J. Hamilton - 1l880Q

william D, Maokin -~ 1881

Thomas ¥. Balley ~ 1882

Lloyd L., Wilson ~ 1883

Samel P, MoCormick - 16884
Iloyd L. Wilson ~ 1888

williem Gould ~ 1886

Jumes W. Holt - 1887~ V88
Williem Watkinag - 1890, 91, '93
William Graham - 16893, '94

Dr. Thoxngbury B, Yates -~ 1895, 196,

14 was under Dr, Yates administration that amexa
effeated with Grafton Proper, March 6, 1897,

tion was




AFRRNDIX B

Mayors of Grafton fyrom the time of its i .
present; 8 incoryoration to the

Alexander Menefee, 1856 - 457

Taaao Burton, 1807 -~ 168

Samugi Todd, laﬁgtu ’60i

Eleotlons were not oomtinmued during the (ivil W

town oharter wae allowed to'lapae.g +1 fax and She

Dr, Thomas Kennedy, 1866

Charles W, Newlon, 1667

Samuel ALbright, 1868

William Mallonee, 1869

wWilliam A, Tuyner, 1870

LoRoy Cofran, 1871

Thomaa Smounse, L8723

Dr. A. H. Thayer, 1873

Charles ¥, W, Kungt, 1874

Chaxles Vi, Newlon, 1878

Dr, William Grant, 1876

Lewls Haymond, 1877 :

J. M, R. Johnson, 16878 (Mayor Johnson died in offisce Decembex
4, 1878 and the town oouno il umanimoug-
ly elegted Lewlis Haymond to fill the
unexpired temm,) S

Dr. ¥lliam D, Grant, 1879 (Resigned and Kewis Haymond filled

the term).
Z. M, Coohran, 1880 - '8l |
Sarmiel Albright, 1882 (Moved to Towa, Resigned offise and
sounoil elested John I, Heomexr to
£ill the veoanoy.)
Lewis Haymond, 1883
John W, Deok, 1884
George W. Brown, 1686
Nicholas Rogexs, 1886 - 187 ~ 188
George W, Chambers, 1889 - 190 =~ 191 -~ 192
R, D, Woolford, 1893
George W, Cnambexs, 1894 ~ 198
William 0, Boyd, 1898 = '99 - 1900 - '0L
George F, Green, 1908
Charles H, Straub, 1908
George W. Lowbher, 1904
Dry Eawnest L. Love, 1908
Thomas P, Kenny, 1906
John H. MoClung, 1907
A, W, Burdett, 1908
James W, Love, 1909 - '10
A, ¥, MoWilliams, 1911
(harles Stolzenfels, 1912
We M, Watkine, 1913

T R R




AREriDIE B (Cont,)

fhe government changed to & commisslon form in 1914 end -ﬁ {
oandidates were eleated Lo three yeaxs. .

fred ¢, Graham, 1814 - 1917
Byzron S. Dilwoxth, 1917 - L1920
Thomas Cather, 1920 - 1929
dnaylen O, ¥ing, 1929 - 1930
B, 0. taugh, 1985 ~ 1948

p, ¥, Gilldeple, 1O3R - 1941 A
o 0v ¥ing, 1941 = 1944 - 1945 -
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APPENDIX D

The following ig a liat of the ﬁrst set‘alera of Graﬁ:onz
Thomas MoGraw, John Doonan, Potor ﬂolfe, Thomas Mol)evmott

Peter MoManimon, Mitchell Moren, Jemes Whelan, Alexander Shaw',.l

Michael Boland, John Kenney, James Mul_ark.ey,' Ma'rtin Melave,

Germe Vheelexr, John Garr, Michael Moran, i}’rank Stone, Miles

Himan, Ambrose Snively, Willian Loftus, Janes -Wée-ling. Honyy

0'Leaxy, Henry Wolfe, Dr. Matthew Campbell John Wilekh,
Joseph Britt, Moss Jago, Aadison Wa}.tem, John Devina,
John Skelley, John. Wana‘areet Patriﬂk Burng, Miohael Keenan,
John }uurphy, Pagoal Tuoe as, Robont‘. ook, Thomaa Dolan, Michael
Huasian, John Fahey, Patrick Barraw, Themaa I{owley, o

Hs Mackin, .‘Patriak Skalley, Thomas Fallon, Wichael. Lybna, _
John Cannon, Harrison Jaco, Dr. E, H. Menefee (Qeorge Payne,
Henry Gexrkin, Roa@;ar Dougherty, James Man:lon, John Pickstt
Peoter Fahey, Hugh MolLaughlin, Miohael Lannon, James Kannan,

" Patrick Vameney, Michael O'Ocmner, Fredrick Gerkin, Patriak

MeLaughlin, Michael Donohue, and Henry Gleggett. 1

1 Gyafon Sentinel, September 4, 1929




BIOGRAFHY

Joseph Franklin Snider, som of Arthur B, Snider and Maxy
Coynex, was born Marsh 228, 1912 in Buokhannon, West Virginia,
Beglming his sducation In 1918 at the Woodford School of
Grafton, he graduated in 1988 from the Flemington Grade Sohool,
Hoving completed his sen Onﬂ,a:ry sduoation at Simpson Righ
Sehool, he mtered Faiimont State Teaoﬁeré_ College, fxom whioh
hé was graduated with the Baohelor of Arts ‘Degree in Jun;a,"
1937, In September of 1937 he enyolled in the Graduafe'thdoll
of West Virginia University, wh eve he 'épeﬁialized in American
Higtory weér the supervigion of Dy, Charles H Ambler. He is
married and at the prsaent time is aﬁpiayad by _the 'Ea,vlor
County Public Schools.
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