UNIVERSITY OF University of Southern Maine

SOUTHERN MAINE USM Digital Commons

Le Messager Documents, Items, and

Photographs Le Messager

1970

Publication of Le Messager [Articles]

Sandra Shaw
Lewiston Sun Journal

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.usm.maine.edu/le-messager

Recommended Citation
Le Messager Collection, Franco-American Collection, University of Southern Maine Libraries.

This News Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Le Messager at USM Digital Commons. It has
been accepted for inclusion in Le Messager Documents, Items, and Photographs by an authorized administrator of
USM Digital Commons. For more information, please contact jessica.c.hovey@maine.edu.


https://digitalcommons.usm.maine.edu/
https://digitalcommons.usm.maine.edu/le-messager
https://digitalcommons.usm.maine.edu/le-messager
https://digitalcommons.usm.maine.edu/fac-le-messager
https://digitalcommons.usm.maine.edu/le-messager?utm_source=digitalcommons.usm.maine.edu%2Fle-messager%2F54&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:ian.fowler@maine.edu

4_:t_$(j-'. £y R a

> '70'

2/,
7

By SANDRA* ASHAW

. “Times are . changing,”
says Albert Rowbotham,
one-time publisher of
Lewiston’s French-language
newspaper, ‘“Le Messager,”
which ceased publication
: nearly two years ago.

- He spoke as he stood in the
nearly empty . first-floor offices
at 235 Lisbon Street, an area
which once. housed the presses
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>3 which printed “Le Messager” as

s/ well as . 30. other area

~.“newspapers, among . them. the

{ Bridgton News,’ the Rangeley

_ Highlander and ‘the Wilton
Q) Times.

The presses are “gone now.

S And the last of the printing

D equipment .was moved. out
«Wednesday morning.

- '\/: *Papers are changing over from

3. letter press to:offset printing,”

Ll > Rowbotham  observed.

- ¢ decided to do the same.”

\), - Rowbotham - has. owned and

“ published the Rumford Times

. > - for a number of years, From

¥ now on, he said, that the paper

-+ will be published in Norway, on

offset’ presses.. It is the only

‘. economic, convement way to do

¢ > ibusiness, he said

Today Rowbotham moved the

_- ‘rest of the printing equipment

" from | Lisbon Street out to
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A;Months, Dlsappears From
— ’TWlll Cities, Completely
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Rumford, where he. plans to
open a shop
- He * spoke " with a bit of

nostalgia of the days when ‘Le

|Messager’’. was in circulation.

The- paper, he points out, was
the ~last French lanﬂuage
newspager in New England. It
was published over 80 years,
Never Another
He believes firmly there
will' never be - another
French newspaper in
Lewiston. ' i
|“The young French population
doesn’t even speak French, let
alone read it,” he explamed

“The language taught in the:-

schools is to meet college

requirements. It’s elementary.”|,

{A survey he conducted two
years ago, among 300 young
people in the Franco-American
community - showed that only
three of 300 were able to_read
French, he said, -
Historically, . of . the . 800
French-language ‘papers °that
existed in'the United States'in
1930, less than 100 remain today.

Those usually located in large;
urban centers,. such as Boston,!:

and New York City.

! For. their hlstorlcal value,
Rowbotham has . turned over
microfilm ' copies’ *“of “Le
Messager” to the State Library
at Augusta,

. “There just might be a day
when there will be an interest in

1t " he explamed § % Foa
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UN DES PREMIERS

M. Joseph-L. Gagné -

M. Joseph-L. Gagné, do Topsham,
Ag6 de 83 ans, est un lecteur nssis
‘du du Messager et il est abonné
) motre journal ‘solxantenaire des.
puis la. publication du prcmler 1

q

numéro, en 1880.°
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