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The Effect of Semantic Processing on Training of Story Summarizing :
Case Study of a Child with Reading Difficulties

SHIMADA, Yasuhito™

Study 1 was presented to identify learning difficulties of an elementary third grade child who had weak
verbal comprehension skills, and then could not read and write successfully.

Six domains were assessed for identification on Learning Difficulties. I : General intellectual develop-
ment, II : Cognitive discrepancy, I : Academic skill, IV : Discrimination of Learning Difficulty from other
disabled, V : Multiple disabled, VI : Medical diagnoses. Psychological test battery were constructed with two
scales (WISC-II - STRAW). Three methods (behavior observation, interview for parents, and psychological
test battery) were used to assess these six identification domains. Results showed that he had severe prob-
lems on verbal comprehension, fluently reading, and correctly summarizing.

Study 2 was presented to remediate mainly his ability of story summarizing. Training was constructed
by reading task with semantic processing and story summarizing task. Trainings were carried out from 1 st
page to 15th page of an illustrated book. All of 22 sessions were needed until to finish all page training.
On baseline phase (from page 1 to page 4), only ordinary semantic processing was included in reading
task, but on intervention phase (from page 5 to page 15), item—specific processing was added to ordinary
semantic processing. Results of intervention showed that prompting semantic processing by item—specific

processing was so effective to remediate ability of story summarizing on a child with reading difficulties.

*Formerly, A professor of Graduate School of Naruto University of Education.
Now, A professor of Kansai University of Welfare Sciences.
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