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Summary

Alport syndrome is a hereditary renal disease accompanied with ocular abnormality or hearing loss. The disease is diagnosed with
clinical features, abnormality of glomerular basement membrane, loss of alpha 3 to alpha 5 chains of collagen IV, and/or a mutation of
collagen IV genes. The occurrence of the disease has been studied in several reports, but that of Japanese Alport patients has not been
fully investigated. The aim of this review is to evaluate the previously published papers, and to estimate the number or the incidence of
the patients in Japan. Based on the report of Persson et al.(2006), in which the prevalence of the disease was demonstrated to be one in
40,000 in males, the number of the Japanese male patients (~19 years) will be calculated to be 300. But this number is different from
those in the previous reports. Our review indicates the necessity of the further investigation of the disease.

Key words: Alport syndrome, collagen type IV, hereditary nephritis, frequency, incidence, epidemiology



