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A Discussion on the Acceptance of Disability in Terms of Changes in Patients' Consciousness
and the Family Relationship
—Supports for in Elderly Patients in the Transition Period to Treatment at Home —

Ayumi NAKAYAMA

YDepartment of Nursing , Niimi College, 1263-2 Nishigata, Niimi, Okayama 718-8585, Japan

Summary

The purpose of this discussion was to reflect on our home-visit nursing program and the involvement of elderly patients, and clarify

tasks for appropriate nursing of the elderly from the hospitalization period to the period afier discharge. We evaluated changes in

something to live for in elderly patients with disability due to disease, and factors affecting what they lived for. As a result, since

patients developed disease near the retirement age when changes in their social role occur, they not only developed physical disability
but also experienced the loss of roles both in society and at home, and experienced a conflict between their own images before and after
the onset of the disease. However, after their families verbally expressed their acceptance of the patients' feelings, the patients' facial

expressions and words changed, leading to their acceptance of the disability. Whether families accept all aspects of disabled patients is

important. Support by families who have accepted patients may consequently enable patients to accept their own disabilities.

Therefore, specialists should provide support to both patients and their families to facilitate this.

Key words: acceptance of disability, transition period to treatment at home, family's acceptance of patient's disability,

something to live for



