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The Challenges of Training School for Nursery Teachers in View of Newly Qualified
Teachers: the Circumstances of Care Work and the Problems of Interacting with
Children in Play Activities.

Toshie MIYOSHI, Yumi ISHIBASHI
The Department of Early Childhood Education, Niimi College, 1263-2, Nishigata, Niimi, Okayama 718-8585 Japan

Summary

In order to improve the quality and abilities of nursery teachers, it is important that nursery teacher training for
obtaining the nursery teacher certificate in school will be linked to in-service training. In this study, to use the data
in reforming the nursery teacher training curriculum in schools, we investigated the circumstances of care work by
newly qualified nursery teachers in their first year of work, and the pfoblems when they interact with and support
children to foster their enthusiasm for play activities. The result was as follows; 1) Most of the newly qualified
teachers worked with other teachers to give care for children aged zero to three years. 2) They thought that it was
important to accept and understand the mind of children. 3) They felt no concern about the problem of how to
interact with and support children to foster their enthusiasm for play activities. 4) In solving the problems of their
care work, they did not need support and in-service training offered by their graduated school teachers. We
discussed the challenges of getting students sufficient abilities to practice caring and teaching.

Key words: newly qualified nursery teachers, nursery teacher training, in-service training, children’s play activities.
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