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An Examination into Students’ Motherhood Consciousness about Parenting Next Generation

—To Freshmen in Nursing Department and Early Childhood Education Department—
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Summary

The authors performed questionnaire ta;geted at freshmen of nursing department and early childhood education
department. The purpose of this investigation is to comprehend how the present students think about motherhood
and parenting next generation in the time when our consciousness of motherhood is changing rapidly. We have
found the following things:

1. The students in nursing department scored higher average than those in early childhood education department
regarding motherhood consciousness.

2. Significant differences are seen in the categories, 3) motherhood as a general term for gifted roles special to
female, and 12) motherhood as a behavior pattern of protection, worries, care and nurturing.

3. The item that most students acknowledged as motherhood is 1) the strength with which mothers build
relationship with and bring up their children. The item that least students acknowledged as motherhood is 16) the
nature of mother who dare to cost her life.

4. Apparent tendencies are seen in answers from each department. The nursing students tend to recognize
motherhood physically as pregnancy and delivery. On the other hand, the early childhood education students tend
to feel motherhood in child care behaviors. :

5. The authors need to review the contents of the lectures to higher the scores of each item.
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